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THE RAILROAD PASS EVIL.
Whea Governor Feolk staried for
Portiand with all his Missouri coloneis,
e 10ld the newspapers that he would

pmy hi= fare The public applacded,
and the independent young Governor
bough: a round-trip ticks:, Sourneyved
soroes the continent, sttended by his
briillant and smiling staff, launched

& heaithy Presidential boom., and got
back to Jeflerson Cliy a -poorer but
Bapplier man. JI: was a fine example
for the Executive of a Eréat state 1o

pet for the benefl! of his official house-
hold. 1t was alse profituble for the
rallroads, The oolonels all had to pay
thelr way, too, It costs something
in be a Missouri colopel. But them no
doubt it I= worth all it cost.

The action of Governor Folk 8 an

fHustration of another movement of
ithe times. An anti-pass crusade is on
in mAany statea in Nebraska, Gove
ernor Mickey has #ternly reprehended
ibe rallroads for corruping public offi-
clikls by thelr Insidious pass sysiem,
Wnd both partips have placed them-
selves on record, In eloquent resoju-
tions, denouncing the evil, Governor
Hanly. of Indlana. who s something
af a reformer himself, and who recent-
ty dismidsed the BSiate Auditor from
aflice becagse be had gambled away the
public money at Tom Taggar:'s Freanch
Lick Springs, has dug up a stnlute pro-
hibiting offive-holders from riding on
passes.  In Kunsns (t has been discov-
ered that there Is a statute probibiting
railronds from granting special privi-
leges o any person The Attorney-
Geéneral of Wisconsin has gone to the
exirems of (nterpreting the anti-pass
law #o that #ven editors who happen to
be siate officers may not trave! on
newspaper mileage. Over in Washing-
ton, the mew law creating the Rail.
raad Commissloners contalns ssvere
provisions againe! lssuance of passes
10 anyohe, eo that the rallroads, which
obey some lnws with great alacrity and
cheerfulnesst, have cancelied all passes,

mnd refuse pow 1o issue gratultous
transportation. Here in Oregon we are
ton busy trying (o cultivate the favor-

able considerntion of the rallroads on
any terms 1o worry them just now with
Rnti-pass jegisiation, bHut we may get
around to it

But 8o the raliroads ohjert 10 1t? The
pass ovil has attained great propor-
tions, and has passed entirely heyond
the power of the rafiroads to control
withou: the aid of an active public sen-
timent that finds expression in some
eMcient jaw, » The question of how
far the rafiroads are responsible for the
present gitusation need not bhe entered
Into; but that they are the victims of
persistent and wholesale blackmui]
fram legislators and other public offi-
elals. and from shippers and newspa-
pers, is very well known. Anyone who
has attended a session of any State
Legisisture knows that railroad passes
are dlvtributed In great quantitles for
the purpose of promoting favor-
abie legisintion, and more especially to
Prevent adverse logislution. The atti-
tude of some Legislators toward a raii-
road is wel] {llustrated In the Incldent
of the Populise statesman, over In
Washington, who unfortunately lost
his annual. 1 was found by an enemy,
and =& fac-simile printed conspicuously
in & Tacoma newspaper. The ingenions
expianation of the Legisintor was that
“he couid fnd no beiter way to get
even with a rallroad corporation than
te refose to pay fare over (s linea™
Almest without exception, the average
citizen will procurs and use a raflroad
Jang if he can get 1t; and untd his will-

ingoess and anxiety to aceept falbrs

the “events™ of the grea: Falr,
stiendance for the past week, and the
Interest ¢ in the wonderful dis
play of llw. quite clearly
give that exhibition the
right to something more than ordinary
‘mention. The Jivestock show, with lts
miles of stalls and pens, containing
thousands of animals which have been
“bred In the purple.,” 8 a revelation
eveni to the stockmen themmeives, The
latter are asseinbied here from all
paris of the United States where high-
grade stock i= bred. They brought
with them some of the cholcest blue-
bloods of the animal world, the result.
ant product of years and generations
of sclentific breeding and development

The revelation to the owners of these
royal animais came when they found
them entered against Oregon-bred
stock, earrving the same stralne of
blood, which, with the ald of the finest
climatle conditions on earth, had pro-
duced more perfect unimals than thelr
ancestors which had deveioped In lesa
favored regions. To quote from Mr.
Crouch, of Indiona, ane of the prin-
cipal s=xhibltors:

Broeders of the Eas: and Middle Wesi had
no dfea of the Xorthwest sountry untll now,
and we are simply amased that such & mag-
mificent climate for llvestock exiels of which
we knew so [fttle, coamparatively speaking.
We hnew that Oregen. Washington, Idabe
and Califernia people srs sppreciative of
pood slock snd have been ralsing the stand.
ard for severa! yesrs past, but 4id not ap-
preciate that conditions are so mych superior
tn other sections

But the surprise over the highly sat-
isfactory resdite achieved by the Ore-
gon bresders is not all confined to the
stockmen from east of the Rocky
Mountdins, for the exhibit of stock bred
in our own favored land s bewlidering
in 1ts excelience to thousands of people
who have reslded practically all their
lives in this state, or In uws.e adjolning.
We all knew, 111 & vague manner, that
Oregon stockmen hud been improving
the quality of thelr animals, but the
rapidity with which they have forged
to the front, was so much greater than
was generally understood that direct
knowledge of it all, as revealed by a
vieit 1o the stock show, came as a
most pleasant surprise to fully %0 per
cent of the visitors,

The ability of man to improve on the
works of Nature has never been more
clearly demonstrated than in the svo-
lution of domestic animals, " *“The long
white horns of the cattle,” which “‘rose
like flakes of foam on the adverss cur-
rents of ocean,” gave action and color
to the pictures of oid [ife on the range;
but the heavy. beefly, slow-moving,
rapldly-growing shorthorn and his kin-
dred breeds of the present day, put
more money Into the pockets of the
bresders than could possibly be re-
turned by the picturesque long-horn of
the oid days. The old range horse was
gifted with wonderful sndurance, and
for his Inches sand pounds was & woen-
der In his way; but the breeder, by
skillful crossing end development, has,
withoul losing that strain of endur-
ance, secured an animal that is larger,
mare powerful and more speady. These
added merits, of ecourse, command
higher prices, and they are secured
with a hardly perceplible increase in
the cost of producing the animal. The
same wonders have been worked in
the evolution of the sheep and hoge

This remarkabie change, so speedily
wrought, is of course primarily due 10
the enterprise and business sagacity of
the breeders; but It has been hustened
by the enormous demand for stock,
created by the Kilondike gold sxcite-
ment and the Spanitsh and Boer wars
Such beavy drafts were made on both
the horsemen and the caltlemen of the
Pacific Northwest, while these events
wers on, that the ranges were cleared
of practically everything. irrespective
of quality or breeding. This left a clear
field for the breeder 10 begin anew
with the best blood that was obtain-
able. and as observation had taught
him that the cost of producing a good
animal was no greater than that of
produciog & scrub, the latter was re-
piaced with something better. The re-
sults show that Oregon breeders have
taken the offspring of Eastern animals,
and, with our unrivaled climats, water
and grass, have produced animals
much superior to thelr ancestors, bred
In less favored regione

This in an advertisement of the high-
51 conceivable value to Oregon. The
stock show now on at the Exposition
grounds has brought together the larg-
est number of animals ever assembled
&t a similar gathering anywhere In the
T'nited States and, with Oregon making
almor a clean sweoep of first prizes, in
the face of sach strong competition,
our prestige as one of
stock-raising states in
more than assured. It is not detracting
In the shghtest from the pralse due
the Exposition management and the
individual stock-owners who have
heiped to make the affair a success 1o
state that the untiring efforts of Super-
intendent M. D. Wisdom have bHeen a

between Portland and the Nehalem and
Tillsmook country that have been
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poseible to assist him in the ‘under-
taking.

RUSSIA'S NEWEST “REFORM.“

The right of assembly for the discus-
ston of political and economic ques-
tions is the latest message from Rus-
sia's bureaucracy to the long-saffering
peopie of that emplre. The worid, as
usuni. applauds this additional testi-
mony on the part of the Imperial gov-
ernment, as an indication of a tendency
to reform that marks a great constitu-
tional development in the national life
of Holy Russia, The world, however,
1 that this is not the first effort
of perial intentions in high-sounding
phraseciogy of the great and good
things in store for the miilions of sub-
Jects of the White Czar. Indeed, a
cazual glance of the most Important
“reform™ announcements made in re-
cent years by the governing burean-
cracy, in the name of the Autocrat of
all the Russias, will soon reveal how
the promises of one day are uiteriy re.
pudiated on the next. No one knows
this as well as the psople of Russia,
who treatl these proposed bureaucratic
reforms a&s ordinary deceptions. by
which it is expected to check the revo-
lotionary activity at home and the
universal Indignation at Russia’s bar-
baross medievalism which of late years
has become S0 well known In forelgn
lands.

Like all other Russian “reforma™
this scheme I8 hedged about with a
thousand and one exceptions, provisos,
regulations, restrictions, etc., by which
the hlerarchy and monarchy are to
maintain the grim power of aulocracy
Iin the hands of his most mcred maj-
esty. Under such ‘circumstances, the
carnival of crime against the rights of
soclety will continue as in the days of
yore, and priestcraft and siatecraft
will continue to encroach on the In-
allenable rights of mankihd according
to the true nature of thelr alllance.

To show the justice of this view on
Russian “reform.” one need but recall
the series of deceptions dbeginning with
the celebrated peace man!festo of Nlch-
olas 11, as announced to the powers by
Muravieff on August 2X, 1§98, by which
the Caar's government only contrived
Lo keep from the world its preparstions
for the conquest of Manchuria. From
the time the war broke out on Febru-
ary & 1804, a series of high-sounding
Imperial manifestos was announced.
Among these were: The freedom of
the press, & natignal assembly, freedom
of worship, immunity from the arbi-
trary acts of officials, and fnally the
fresdom of assembly. Not only were
these framed In such a manner as to
preserve the autocracy in Its full rigor,
but the same pandemonium stil] reigns
throughout the émpire, and these great
and good things still remain a dead
jetter,

The truth of the meiter Is that the
reigning bursaucracy does not propose
to grant anything that would ive the
people their just rights. The reason for
this stubborn resistance, on the part
of the Czar's government, to the spirit
of modern civilization, 1s plain enough.
In his recent book on “Russia as It
Really Is” Carl Joubert, who spent
nine long years In that land, says:

From the Baltic 1o the Tenisel the whole
country I8 sorrupt. From the Governor (o
the Uryadafk, svary man has his price and Is
anxious to be offered 1t The government.
the symod. the army. the bench, are putrid
with ecsrruplisn.

Hereln is the actual reason why no
redl reform can be expected from the
Despotiem of the North. Whatever re-
Hef., therefore. the people of Russia
may obtain they will have to fight for.
Only a general upheaval will restore
to them the rights to which mankind
in its very nature is entitied. Were the
Czar a wise and sirong man, he woula
chocse the support of the people rather
than that of the governing combine,
and thus avert wha: will undoubtedly
prove, before long, one of the greatest
catastrophes that has ever overtaken
any people anywhere,

THE LATE COLONEL JUDSON,

Portland and all that vast territory
tributary to this city by way of the
0. R. & N. lines suffered a distinct loss
in the death of Colone! Judson, late
industrial agent for the Harriman sys-
tem.  Colone]l Judson was a salaried
man, working for a corporatien run on
strictly business principles, which are
usually, In fact aimost Invariably, sep-
arate and apart from philanthropy.
But Colone! Judson was something
more than & wage-tarner foliowing a
certain line of work and duty simply
because he was pald for it. There Is
unquestionable truth in the statement
that the man who makes two blades of
Erass grow where only one has grown
before = & publie benefactior. The
dead Industrial agent not only mada
Erasses grow whers nome had grown
before, but he threw Into this work of
transforming desert wastes into smil-
ing fields of plenty, an energy and a
love for the work which has = wvalus,
and which produces results that cannot
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warmed the whole state. The Consti-
tution exploits Howell's charge that
Smith appointed two sons of a negro
bishop to places In the Interfor De-
pariment at higher salary than was
paid to a clerk who is the son of a
Confederate vetsran. Smith replies
with some acerbity through the Jour-
nal that the negro boys were already in
the department “under the civll service
bianket™ when he took charge. He ad-
mits, however, that he did appoint ne-
groes to “menial positions” only. And
now 8Smith's vindication or the oppoalte
seema to hang on the disposal of the
charge that he actually recognized ne-
gToes as human beings. *
————————————e—

The old Concord stage furnishes an
admirable plan for an Ideal political
band-wagon. It is provided with an
sutomatic coupier, so that when the
horses run wild and overturn the ve-
hicle, the unruly stesds are releassd,
permitting them to race to their own
destruction without Adragging- all on
board after them. What a splendid
arrangement it would be if the opcu-
pants of the political band-wagon could
know that at the critical moment the
leaders that are bearing them to disas-
ter would be cut joose In time Lo avert
4t least & part of the calamity. The
trouble with band-wagons now in use
is that when the horses that pull them
along get on A rampage those who
have been enjoying the ride are gen-
erally compelled to share in the cidtas-
trophe. It ls easier to get into & stage
or a band-wagon than It is to get out
unharmed after the trouble begins.

It may be doubted whether in any
other section of the country there
would be such unusual interest In &
fine lvestock show as has been dis-
played the past week in the splendid
exhibit at the Lewis and Clark Falr.
Soill and climate of the Pacific North-
west lend themssives 10 the profitable
ralsing of the best breeds of horses,
cattle, sheep and swine. Our farmers
have the Intelligence and the. means
to avall themselves of the best stralns
the world produces In order to Improve
their herds. Not the least gratifying
of the great exhibition is the Arst-class
dlsplay from our own farms, Portiand,
above all other cltles on the Paclific
Coamt, s a natural center for the lve-
stock industry. It must be a source
of satisfaction to the Eastern as well
as the breaders at home to nots the
interest shown by city folk in this dls-

play.
e —————

So far has the season advanced with
favorable weather that crop estimates
of the country may be accepted almost
with certalnty., This is the bumper
year for corn. the orop in sight being
over 2,700,000,000 bushels—an Increase of
250,000,000 bushels over last year. Wheat
promises 150,006,000 bushels over 1904,
oats 35.000.000 bushels, and rye 2,500,000
bushels, while there will be a =light
falling off in barley and potatoss. The
Ereat corn harvest means that after
abundant feed for catile and hoge. our
farmers will have a surplus for export.
In connection with the unprecedented
harvest, the Boston Herald points out

the announced intention of the govern- |

ments of Continental Europe to keep
out these products and demands pro-
tection of our export trade through a
tariff revision.

The sugar-beet crop In the viclinty of
La Grande Is unusually heavy. This is
due partly to an Increase in the acreage
pianted and partiy (¢ the very favor-
able season for beetgrowing. The esti-
mated yleld is between 25,000 and 30,000
tons, the aggregate belng sufficlent to
keep the best-sugar factory at La
Grande In‘operation for many months,
The beet-sugar (ndustry there has
passed its experimental stage and be-
come well established as one of thas
permanent and profitable Industries of
the state

Salem newspapers are parading the
fact that gambling is golng on in viola-
tion of state law and t¥at the city has
no effective ordinances on the subjsct,
Yet they also assert that the old educa-
tional center {5 an ideal place for par-
ents to send their children during the
formative period of thelr lives 1Is it
the intention to convey to prospective
students the idea that they can work
their way through school by gambling
nights and mornings?

When it can, the Army washes Its
dirty linen decently and quletly. The
Berry court-martial is being held behind
closed doors. It took the Taggart case,
which was not a court-martial, to show
how easily an Army scandal may attain
National proportions

Bishop Potter's Subway Tavern was

The Adaptable Chaln.
TUnele Tom—Dase a moughty big watch
chain yo' carry. Rastus; ‘pears U me mo’
lak & dog chaln.

Rastus—Diss hyah am a dog chain,
Une' Tom.

Uncle Tom—Den wha' f0' yo' use it fo'
a watch chaln, boy?
Rastus—Why, kase ah tuck it fom &
watch dog, sho'.

College English. !

On the main entrance gate to the
grounds of the University of Callfornia,
al Berkeley, (s posted this placard:

THE OCCIDENT MAGAZINE.
+BITS FOR THE REMAINDER.
OF THE TERM
BEUBSCRIBEE AT THE CO-OP,

Never Touched Her.

News dispatches have told of & woman
who, In a fit of pique, locked herself In
& moom and fired four shots, none of
which touched her. Very few women are
Food markswomen.

But to the Other Fellow.

The maxim. “It is never too Iate to
mend,” does not apply to the umbreiia
that has disappeared.

A Conatradiction.

It s said that ofl and water will not
mix; and yet Mr, Rockefeller is a Bap-
tise.

> Fooilsh Fllosofy.

Cats with nine lives and musical talent
shdfuld practice economy; they may need
them all st once some night on the back
fence.

Attending the Fair.

Though the lth of October
Marks the closing of the Fair,
If wa keep sedate and sober
Wa may still attend the fair
(paying their way to the theater, duying
them chocolate creams and otherwise at.
tending them.)

Lyrics of Appreciation.

L
Let us homor Burbank,
Luther of reform
Apr to fruits that fatten
And to buds u.!ti.. charm.
Hurrah for Andrew Carnegle!
He surely s a dandy.
For those who read while others run
He's truly hl.ndlr‘ Andy!

L
Teddy Is & Rider Rough.
A Rider Rough is Teddy:
He is always up to snuff—
And so he's rough and ready.

Prolonged Proverbs.

There ia no excelience without great
iabor—and sometimes not with It

He who hesitates is lost—but he soon
finds it out.

Look befors you leap—you may be about
o Jump over a good thing.

Bufficient unto the day is the avil there-
of—and usually enough left over for to-
morrow.

The early bird caiches the worm—
which should be a waming to the worm
not to get up so confounded early.

Time and tide walt for no man—and of
course they walt for no woman, for it
takes her too long to dresa.

Honesty s the beat pollcy—and a still
better principle

A man s known by the company he
keeps—not necessarily by the company he
works for.

ROBERTUS LOVE.

THE EKAISER AT CLOSE RANGE

Interesting Personal Characteristics
of Germany's Unigque Ruler.
Fritas Morris In Buccess.

I have seen the Emperor of Germany at
cloge range several times

besitation, I ¢can say that he

most nervous of mortals. He ghifts from
ons foot ta the other, paces two or thres
steps backward, forward or wise,
shakes handas with this

that one, returns A&
ing. constantly dolng
moment ceasing to give pent-up e
vent in one way or another.
early and ia In his office,

E?éf‘sg

falrs of state, when most of the other
soversigns of the world are still in bed—
that s to say he is customarily at work
by § o'clock. He finds such early habits
abaclutely neceszary If he ia dally to ac-
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he reads himeelf. and holding countiess
conferences with ministers and chiefs of

Make Portland Day at the mm.hw.wwa
Consuls in Orient—Land Aggregation Points—Free School Books

SALEM, Or, BSept. B—(To the Edi-
tor.}—No doubt the people of Oregon
generally, as far a8 possible, will unite
with those of the Rose City In making
Portland day at the Exposition the
banner one of the Summer, and since
thia will be an especially appropriate
occasion upon which to do honor to the
memory of Hon. H. W. Corbett, allow
me to make the suggestion that the
programme for that day Include some
recognition of his great servica to the
undertaking when the latter was hav-
! what te be insurmount-
4 dificulties jn getting upon its

remembers that when the
la of Portland decided to raise
‘MM if posaible, by subscription, as
a beginning for the movément and as
A guarantes to the State Legislature of
Portland's good falth when that body
was asked for a direct gppropriation of
$500,000, Mr. Corbdett immediately re-
sponded with a subscription of $30.000,
one-tanth of the entire amount. And
it |3 also remembered that, though the
proposed amount of Portiand's sub-
scription was greatly exceeded within
& day or two, there was a period fol-
iowing when for months it sesmaed that
the popular enthusiasm had entirely
disappeared, and but for the persistent
insistence of Mr. Corbett, the Exposi-
tion would doubtless have been aban-
doned. Mr. Corbett was a member of
the first State Commission and Its
preaident, as he was of the Lewls and
Clark Corporation at the time of his
death., and was unfortunately taken
away besfore the results of his gener-
g“_mn- had ripsned iInto tangible
Under these circumstances, it was to
be regretted that in al] the excellent
spesches made upon the opening day of
th Exposition, his name was not once
mentioned—of course by aversight—
And for the reasons givan It would saem
to be a plain duty of the management
ta give some special recognition of his
Invaluable servicas to the Falr in the
uncertain days of (ta Inciplancy, as wall
As a remembrance of one of Portland's
monst eminent and succeasfy] plencer
business men. Mr. Corbett went to
your city when it had fewer than 500
people, and of all its energetic busi.
nefs men, past and present. it wil] be
generally conceded that during the
more than 50 yeara of aotive life there.
he did more than any other toward jts
upbuilding and rapid growth.

T. T. GEER.
—

ASKS FOR A CORBETT DAY,

—

But for Him There Wouldn't Probe
ably Have Been a Fair.

PORTLAND. Bept. B.—(To the Editor)
—Before It ia too late, I wish to suggest
& Corbett day at the Falr. But for him,
there would probably have besn no falr,
It has been a success beyond all expec-
tation. Let us honor Henry W. Corbett's
memory with a day set aside for that

purpose.
PIONEER.

MR. PIERCE NOT TO BLAME

No Consuls in Orient Dismissed at
His Instigation.

PORTLAND, Sept. Z1.—(To the Editor.)
—In your news columns of this morning’s
lssue, I moticed a dispatch from your
Washington correspondent which in part,
at least, is unjust to Third Assintant
Becretary of Btate H. H. D. Plarce. The
statement that his investigation of the
Consular servics in the Orient several
Years ago resulted In the dismissal of sav-
eral Consuls whose strong friends have
since made It disagreeable (o the Admin-
Istration, is |

I was In business In the Orfent at the
time of the Investigation, and know what
was done, togsther with the results that
developed publicly. Not one Consul was
dismissed through Mr. Plercs’s inquiries,
89 far as any possible proof goes. The
Inquiry was made a year and a half sgo,
since when two Oriental Consuls have
been (et out The first was statloned at
Canton, but he was not dismissed untll
after the Insular government at Manila
had captured three or four persons op-
ernting the “ynder-ground rallway’ for
Chinese coolies between Canton and Man-
lia, and they had directly and positively
implicated the Canton Consul. As I un-
derstand, his dismissal was demanded by
the Taft administration of the Insular
government, and upon what would seem
to the publle, ample cause for immediate
discharge. John Goodenow was dismissed
as Consul-General at Shanghal after Mr.
Plerce's visit to that port, but action In
this casse was not taken untll a New
Jersey Comgressman had demanded dn
Investigation of numerous charges made
againat Goodenow for outrageous and
corrupt conduct.

These are the only two officials turned
out of the service since the special in-
quiry. Mr. Plerce no doubt gave the Ad-
ministration at Washington information
for Its guldance in regard to the Oriental
Consuls, but no act was taken directly
¥pon such report untll additienal and
what must seem ample evidence for
dismissal had been furnished from other
sources to corroborate whatever Mr,
Plerce had sald. [If there was such out-
side evidence, It cannot be said In fair-
neas that any backers of Consuls are
charging the Third Assistant Secretary
of State with sole responaibility [n having
Consuls removed. 1 think there Is po
one in this country or the Orient, pos-
sessing all facts regarding the conduct
of the two Consuls dismissed., who will
not assert that the Administration 414
wisely when letting them go. and that If
Mr. Plerce

Civil Monopolists and “First
lies’’ by New Taxation.

MILWAUKIE, Or. Sept. 12—(To the

Editor }—=The diffieuity with the owners

f Jarge tracts of land within the irriga-
Governman

districts of the t, has
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These companies—I beileve & realty com-
pany, with an agency in this city, is one—
get  out atiractive LUterature, calllng
-pecldm attention w the Astor fortune.

entaerprises,
BEN IRWIN.

FREE SCHOOL BOOKS.

—

Adoption of Law Urged When Legis=
Inture Meets.

PORTLAND, Sept. M —(To the Editor.)
—Having recently removed with my family
from Nebraska to Oregon, I was saton-
ished to And that with all the sdvantages
and advancement of this deilghtiful state,
that no free school-book !law had yet been
enacted. Having come from a state where
A free text-book law has been in succeas.
ful operation for many years, | cannot re-
sist the temptation to speak of itz ad-
vantages and economy. [ do not under.
stand why some statesman or legisiator
has not made himself famous by having
enacted such legislation as a free text-
book law has only to be known to be ap-
preciated.

Flirst—Let me say that it costs less to
buy books and supplies for the entire
school in quantities, than for the individ-
uval to buy them.

Second--By the adoption of a uniform
series of books, there is never any jangle
over the kind of books used, and there is
always a supply of the kind and gquantity
of books to enable both tescher and pupil
to do the best work possible. In this way
the child of poor parents has &8 many
books and as good ones as the child of the
rich, and no child ia induced tc play
truant for want of proper books.

Third—The system of free text books or
books bought by the school districts ars
pald for by the rich as well as the poor.
Under the pressnt system, the wsalthy
landowner, oftan & childless nonresident,
doés not contribute to the school-book
fund, while the parents of large fumilles,
often of the poorer classes, are prevented
from giving their children a needed edu-
cation becsuse of a lack of funds with
which to buy books. Then, too, & com-
pulsory school Iaw or attendance law can
easily be enforced—and |t should be—
where books and supplies are furnished,
that cannot now be dona on account of
the plausible excuse, “no books'™

This new aystem [ advocates does not
increase the sxpense but really decrsases
i, and at the same time compela the
wealthy, the childless. the bachelor and
the nonresident property-owner to pay his
just share of the expsnse by equitable
taxation. It lightens the burden of the
poor who are usually the parents of tha
larger familles, and It also tends to help
to eoducate that portien of the rising
generation that need It most, the children
of the poorer classes.

The free u-hooi—huotl I.n; mnlm
ally admired, not only in Ne
every state whers |t has been adopted,
that it seems to me that the matter need
only he brought ta the attsntion of the
voters and the Isgisiators to have en-
acted. at the naxt session of the Oregon
Legislature, a free text-book uv.h if the
newspapers and publie will taks the mat-
ter up, much needed and beneficial legis-
lation will certainly follow.

If thers {s any good reason why this
jaw should mot go into effact in this stats
[ would like to see the reason discussed
through the columns of this paper. Hav-
ing been connected with a board of educa-
tlon In Nebraska and having reaigned
such pasition to take up my residence In
your stats T shall de plaased to give any
further possible information om the sube
Ject. W. 8. RAKER.

“PORTLAND GETS THERE.”

Yell and Motto for Rose Clty af
the Fair.

PORTLAND, Or, Sept. I.—(To
Editor.)}—Baveral

such as “Watch Tacoma Grow,”
nothing short or snappy enough has
I suggest: “Portland Gots
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