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BIGES AND GESNER

ENY CONSPIRAGY

-

No Plot, They Say, to
Suborn Perjury.

NOR WAS WILLIAMSON A PARTY

Timber-Land Deals, TheyHold, |

Were Legitimate.

NO INTENT TO BREAK LAW =

¢ Heney

That Im- |
plied Contracts Had Been Made
Buy Claims 1Is Also

Vigorously Denied.
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Gesner Gives Testimony.

Dr. Gesner In anawer 1o the gquestions
asked by Attornmey Wilson, g
version of the way in walch he
slarte.d
which
cane nt

ve nie

n anad
to obtaln the
hnve

out
slnce
har

timber lands
involve the
Heé admitted having made
1ae loans to a number of the ealr;
men. but sald thae he aid so In order
1o protect the propsriy he %ad already
in thut n of the country. Dir. Ges-
ner denied that he bad any  contmctis
with the varicus enirymen and siated
there ha) boeen po conspliracy with Ma-
rion Bigge and Representative Willlam-
son. The witnes= gave a nistory of the
war between the sheep and cattlemen,
in which the now famous “20-34
plaved such important part
Horee Heaven country
he testified, nad
and asked him
with which to flle on
stated that he agreed
the money, providing
him the use of the lungd for a4 range o
his wheep. For the of the
he hnd agreed not to chargd them in-
Terest the loans. He sald 1
shiepsiiooters hud established
in order to protect
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more
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that he had
the right way about it. when he made
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line
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and
he Wag

thought

L2 s
ranges and
loane to the enlrymen who came (o
bim and asked for financlal help
Before agrecing to furnish the monew
to the entrymen, Dr. Gesner stated that
he first comsulted Biggs had
engaged nlm as o lawyer. He also con-
sulted Attarney Barnes, and had been
sasured by both that what he Intended
o do0 wasz legal, provided he 413
enter into & contract with
men hefore they

and

had

not
the entry-
made thelr Allngs
crose-examination, Dr. Gesxner wisted
Thnst up his mind to buy
some of the clatme taken by the ¢ ntry-
men, provided get them
failr murket that at the time
he lent he was Inoking
forward only te protection for tast
BEEROT admitted having
enirymen where to file, and gave them
the numbers of the lovatlons upon which
they aftesrward filed, but he
he ha.l first taken the entrymen over
the land and pointed out the cluims
they filed upon, Mr. Heney produced tae
map made by Speclal A Jones,
shuowing the locations of lands
owned by the Willamette Valley Wagon
Roud Company. The claims whicy .
at issue In this case, those takenm up hy
the men that Dr. Gesner lent money to,
In some Inslances between the
lands leased by the firm of Willlamson &
Gesner from the Willumette Valley
Wagon Rond Company, and the witness
wae very closely questioned by Mr. Heney
i It hadn't been his Intention to have
the entries made on these mectinns so that
the firm might have a contlnuous range
Dr. Gesner sated that he bud never taken
the qguestion into consideration.

Never Talked With Williamson.

When questioned regnrding the know!
edge that Representative Willinmeon had
about the taking up of the timber clalms
Dr. Gesner teatified that he had never dis-
cussed the matter with his partner. Rep-
resentative Willlamson. He could not re-
call whether Mr. Willlamson had read
the report of BSecretary Hitcheook's In-
vestigations. He stated that he had made

Un

he bad made

e could nt =
value, but
the money,
one
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nt
he
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the Joans himeelf, and had not first talked |

with his partner before doilng so. In fact,
he stated that he did not belleve that Mr
Willlamson knew of his reason for having
the entrymen ake up the claims. He sald
thut the part Biggs played in the trausac-
tions, aslde from his regular dutles as
Commissioner., was tha! of an attorney,
and denled that bhe had asked Higgs to
Ect people to file on the lands,
questionad him regarding a letter which
had been pent him by Specisl Agent Neu-
hausen, when he was In Prineville |nves-
tgating the alloged frauds, Owver this let-
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regard to the claim which was taken up
by Bepresentative Willlamaon, the svitnrss
tated thay Mr. Willlamson came to his
ofice one day and remarked that “the
had sfruck him.” meaning that
(WiFemson) wantsd .
chatm.
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OPENS

DEVENSE ITsS

Dr. Gesner Denles He

tracted to Buy Timber Cinlms.

When Judge De Haven opened the hear-
Ing of the Willamson case yesterday
muorning., Mr. Heney sasked permimion be
tors fense wert on with cuse
Lang for a short as he
forgotien ik her =

« desired. The permission be-

Mr. Heney asked if

the cisimants noted

had been held by

or if any of them had

Miss [.ang wstated

hatd been patented
Juddge t

Its
time

to guestion

clalms flled upo

the indictme

Land Office
bon passed 14
that none of
Cruss-examined by
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claims that hagd b
time been heid

» patent
them

of the departme
The defense opened its cass by
E. Brink Priveville, to th
he has

mor

M
¥

r and Lthat
» defendants and many
t had testitied for
wan asked if he had
nvernation that had been
Campbell A, Dunc and t-
Barnes and himself, and stated
that he hud met Barves and Duncan on
the walk, where they had discussed the
timber-claim gqoes Duncan bad stut-
od tha: he hag sw to the truth in his
affidavita made before Biggs Mr Wil-
son, who oonducted the examination of
the witnesses, Inguired If Brink had
asked Duncan if he had feit under any
obligations to Gesner W s=l] the
had fled upon to him. The withess stated
thit he had askad the questlon, 1o which
Duncan hud repliesd thay he was under no
obligation and had pot made any cuntract
with Gesner
On cross-¢xamination by Mr. Heney the
witness was asked who had suggested the
quesation to him, and he stated that he
had been anked by Gesner find out
what the witiess knew abput the subject
“There was a good deal of talk at tiat
time about home prople sianding togeth-
or, wasn't there™ Mr. Heney ashed, but
the witness denied that It was »0

remembe riod
had been
TOrusy

o™

ng |

hy | further
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UNITE TO FIGHT
THEATER TRUST

could book its attractions in our ho'u.lﬂl
for 5 per cent of the profita for a3 pertod |
of five years,” sald Mr. Shubert "After

| we signed this contract a letler was sent

us by the syndicate asking us to amend |
the contract by agreeing mot to add any |
more thegters to our own clreuit.™ |

Mr. Shubert says that at this point he |
had only eight theaters In hia own circuit

| and did not feel strong enough to make |
| & fizht against the syndicate |

| Shubert and Independent Com-

panies Form New
Combinations.

HAVE FIFTEEN COMPANIES

| Was

Klaw & Erlanger Accused of Trying

o Squeeze Shubert, Who Will

Fight Them With Four-

NEW YOREK, " uncement
combination of actors in Amer-
Ira aguinst what
rical Trust was made
bert The leading companies In the new
combination are those headed by David
Belancs and Mre. Minnle Maddern Fl=ke
Les Shubert will munags the line of thea-
ters which wili be placed at the disposal
of Mr. Selasco, Mrs. Fiske and others

The combine will back com-
panies on ¢ road and such actors as
Sarah Berahardt, Ada Rehan, Jefferson
de Angells, Henry Miller, Lilllan Russell,
Blanche Bates, Bertha
Hilliard, Mrs. Flske and |
Mra Leslie Carter, The under the
new management expect within another
week to have a separate number of thea
thelir circult In America to
the yrar round

July
of & new
As

Is known the Theat-
teday by Lee Bha.

|
teen Rival Theaters. '

W 1s

Gallsand, Roben

actnre

tere on own

He Has FPourteen Theaters, I

Mr
pans

Shubert announced that this com-
has M playboums under ;!e-.l
ding thesters New York,
Philadeiphta, Chicago, St. Louls and Lon-
Englind, and within & week |
be able to open a dozen m‘-r\-_n|
attractions Besides these places
combination is eounting the
of Independent houses all over |

now

trol, incl
don that
he
m
the new
support

would
his

| the country

furnish |

| YESTERDAT'S

that |
his |

bern danie |
permons making the

| Japan

CASE |

Ever Con- |

to |
or |

all of the |

land he |

“What was the question you asked Dun. |

canT’ "1 asked him If he had any con-
tract to sell the land.™ .

“What did he say?™ “He said that he
did not have any contract to sell the tim.-
ber clalm.™

“You 4idn’t ask him anything further™"

““U'ne or two guestions.
“INd Barnes ask him how

that Gesner gave him

fees™ “No. sir™
“SWas it planned

back the

that Bames should

It happennd |
filing |

| have Duncan thers and wou should come |

up and meet HimT™' “No, sir™
On the redirect examination Mr. Wilson

| agked the withess If anything had been |

sald about his being able to get any sum
whatever out of Gesner for 1he lands and
the witness stated that oothing of The
kind had been sald

isom Cleek, & burtemder of Prineville,
was the nexl witness for the defense. He

“‘Concluded on Pase 14

!

The amendment by the theatrical syn-
dicate managers of a contract which Mr.
Ehubert says he made with them, agree-
ing to pay them 35 per cent af the profits
all of the ayndicate’'s attractions
booked at his theatere, was " the cause
of his break from the trust ranka His
friendliness toward David Belasco dur-
Ing the last twe manthe he sald, was a
raus: of the new oombine
Squeered by the Trasts.

“"We slghed a contract with the theatrd.
cal syndicate which & headed by Klaw
& Erianger, agreeing that the syndicats

on

'tnl to accept some

" JOSHES” MISS RODSEVELT

1 ernl dances on baard,

“When | asked.” Mr. Shubert continued
“why this new amendment was required, ’
1 wae told that our company had violated
fts contract with the syndicate Ry refus
of # |ts attractions
which It had booked at our houses. They |
sald this was a violation of our -.'ﬂnlrl!-t!
with them, though that document c;.n.I
talned the provision that the syndicats |
attractions were at all Umes subject to
order. After this conversation the
matier was allowsd to rest for a time,
Meanwhile the Lyrice Theater Company
extending its own circult and ac-
quiring new attractions,. Whea our com-
pany was bollding the Garrick Theater in
St Loula the syndicate told us that we
would be allowed to book our own |
attractions in sur own houses If we pur- |
sued our poley. And yet at lis conven. |
lence It always fljgd Its theaters with
our atirmctions.

Tried to Shut Out Belasco.

“On my return from Egrope last Juns |
| was met by Mr. Erianger and had a |
chat with him about patohing up ‘our |
dificuities. He told me that, if T 4id not
book Belasco In any of our theaters, I
could have anything | wanted HBecause
I booked Beiasco in the Garrick, he sald
that the tours of “The Royal Chef and
of 'Fanta," already booked, wers off.

“l#t me say that in the present move
we are not attempling te fight the syn-
dicate, but merely In seif-protection try-
ing to find a place for our own
tlons.™

our

not

Altrac-

—_—

TAFT COMPLIMENTS HER ON
BEING STRENUOUS,

Speech at Honolula, in Which Sec-
retary Proposes Separate Ba-
reau (o Manage Islands.

HONOLULL, July 14.-—Secretary of
War Taft and party arrived this morn-
ing on the steamer Manchuria Soon
after the wvessel docked the visitors
went driving 1o the Pall As the guesia
of the cltizens’ committes they visited
local places of Interest and had lunch-
con at the Royal Hawallan Hotel,
where Secretary Taft made an address

| The Manchuria was metl outside of the |

harber bY Acting Governor
and a commities of rlﬂlrnl

The members of ghe diotinguished
parwy declare they had an enjoyable
voyage 1o Honolutu., There were sev-
in which Becre-
tury Talt and Miss Roosevelt particl- |
pated. Lectures were also given un'
Phntlippine subjects Secretary Taft, In

Atkinson ‘

| An Interview referring to Chinese ex-
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| welt,
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the

clusion, sald that it was not proposed
to admit kny more Chinese of the coolle
class, but merely to treat more cour- |
teously Chinese that are entitled to
admission to the "'nited BEtates. The
Manchuria leaves for Maniia tonight at
§ o'clock.

Mr. Taft and his party were guests this |
ufternoon at a Juncheon given at the Ha-
wallan Hotel. The dining-room was ¢lab-
orately Jdecorated and a large gathering |
of territorial ofMicials and prominent eciti-
TFNS WAS present. Territorial Secretary |
Atkinson presidad. In his address of wel-
come he made reflerence to Lthe prubabil-
Talil's being a future nomines
for President and bls remarks met with
keneral appiguwse. Mr Atkinson said, in |
the courss of his remarks, that Hawnal!
as A fortifad post was more Important lo
e Uniled States than the Philipppines
will ever be.

In responding to the toast, ““The Presi- |
dent,” Mr. Taft began with a humaorous
reference to Miss Allce Roosevelt and her
representation of the President and, con- |
tinuing, =ald that Presideant Roossvelt
was anxious Lo wvisit Hawall, hut, belng
unable to come himself, had sent along a
member of his family, and that for
straightforwandness and sirenuouUsnERs
the President was well mpresented by his
ljnu.gmn.

Speaking serfously, Mr. Taft suggested
the best way to handle Insular af-
fairs would be (o have a bureau at Wash-
ington devoted to looking after Alaska
Hawail, the Philippines and Porto Rico,

Later in the aftermoon Mr Taft, Miss
Roosevell and others of the party went |
to Walkik! Beach and experienced surf. |
riding

Mr. Taft sad that Governor Carter has
had a succesafy] administration in Hawall
and believed that he would withdraw his
resignation afier having seen the Presl-
dent, who wants Mr. Carter to remain in
office.

Returning from Walkikl, Miss Roose-
Mrs, Dubols, Senator Newlands and
Representative Longworth, who were
guests of Sheriff Brown, were too late for
steamer Manchuria, which had al-
ready left the wharfl They were taken
oul on a tug, which was carrying a large
number of ¢itizsens to bid the party fare-
well, and were transferred to a launch in
the open sea and then carried to the Man.
churian

FOUR DEATHS FROM HEAT

Reduced Humidity Gives Slight Re-
lief to New York.

NEW YORK, July M—=With the tem- |
perature three degrees below the 8 mark
at 11 o'clock tonight. Immediate promise
of rellef for sweltering New York dis-
solved. Four fatalities Jue to the heat
and humidity were reported today with |
Il prostrations. The mercyry reached a

| maximum of 8 today.

Although the temperature was the same
as yesterduy, the humidity decreased from
# to 35 In less than six hours. The im-
proved conditions were noticeable in the
greatly reduced number of deaths and |

| prostrations from heatl

CHINA OPPOSES BOYCOTT 1

Rockhill Cables Government
Friendly 1o Unlted States.

—_—

WASBHINGTOX, July M—Mr. Rockhill, |
the American Minlster at Pekin, has |
cabled the BState Department that the |
Chinese government s vigerously oppos-
ing the threatensd boycott of American
[T

{
i

| der

WITTE'S STORMY
TALK WITH GZAR

Plain, Blunt Man Arouses An-
ger of Monarch and He
Declines Mission.

Cazar Prefers Rosen to Head Mission

and Witte Threatens to Resign.
Lamsdorff  Tries
Dissuade Him.

BT. PETERSBURG, July 15.—(2:20 A,
M. —M. Witte, after his audience with
tne Emperor at Peterhof, returned last
evening tv Bt. Petersburg and drove di-

rectly to the Forelgn Office, where ne |

was closeted for three hours with For-
elgn Minister Lamsdorff.

A sensatlonal report was currentl
early this morning that M, Witte might
not go to Washington after all. Accord-
ing to the gtory, his auddence with the
Emperor was anytoing but smoota, His
Majesty rather resenting M. Witte's
plain-spoen !deas and Indicating that

under the clrcumstances he would pre- |

fer that Baron Rosen sbhould
chiel plenipotentinry.

The Emperor is even sald to have In-
timated that Count Lamsdorff had ex-
ceeded his authority In officially an-
nouncing to the Wasalngton Govern-
ment that M. Witte would occupy the
first position

M. Witte ts =al dto have left the Em-
peror in ap ugly frame of mind and to
have frankly informed Count LamsJdorff
that It would be Impossible for him to
undertake the misslon. It was only
by the greatesy sffort,
that the Forelgn Minister has succeed-
ed in persuading nlm not to fiatly re-
fuse, nnd (oe question as to whether heg
wili go to Washington is sald to be
still open

act as

Although the Associated Press heard |

this story
informant

from = high personage, Its
was not prepared to vouch
and thersg ia no confirmation of
it from other gquartérs up to this hoar.
It ia. therefare. sent umler great re-
serve, as It may prove to be an Inven-
tlon

for It

WITTE'S THANKLESS TASK.

Appolinted With Reluctance and Sure
Work Will Be Condemned.

BT. PETERSBURG, July 15—1:30 A.

| M. —M. Witte is shouldering the task of

conducting peade negotiations on behalf
of his country In a patriotic spirtt, but
with a full realizaflion of the dificulties
before him and the knowledge in ad-
vance that, even if he succeeds, he can-
not secure ferms which the Russian rev-
olutionists can call otherwise than humil-
lating. He i aware of the Intrigues
against him at court, but he is big enough
to belleve that the events of history will
Justity the wisdom of making peace on
the best terms possible, as he considers
that all the energies of the government
should be directed to the solution of the
internal problamg of the empire.

The greatest element In the strength
of M. Witte's position after negotlations
shall have been begun is the fact that he
is In thorough accord with Count Lams-
dorff, the Foreign Minlster, who can be
depended upon to support hia recommen-
dations before the Emperor against sl!
contrary Influences

A prominent Russian statesman. who
is gualified to speak on the matter, said
to the Associated Press:

“The Emperor now serlously deaires
peace In spite of somewhat atralned
personal relations In the past between
the Emperor and M. Witte, due to the
fact that the latter was never a fawning
courtler, but always Insisted on bluntly
telling his imperial master what he be-
lleved: the Emperor has always recog-
nized his great abllity and devotion o
the best interests of Russia. It was gall
and wormwood to His Majesty, however,
to turn for the extrication of Russia
from her difflculties to the very man who

predicted all the disasters with which the |

throne is besot as the result of this un-
forturntte war., and whose advice he so
long rejecled. The ftact that the Emperor
has dome a0 proves the measure of his
dealre for peace,

“Nevertheleas His Majesty Is surround-
ed dally, even hourly, by members of the
military party, many of whom are blindiy
chauvinistic. The Emperor cannot disre-
gard the men who control the power
which supports the throne and the dynas-
ty, and therein lles the danger that even
M. Witte may fall
of the military party will have
reckonad with.™

ARRANGE FOR CONFERENCE

' Takahira Discusses Plans for Recep-

tion by President.

OYSTER BAY, N. Y. July W—Impor-

tant detalls concerning the forthcoming
: peace conference between plenipotantiaries

representing Russia and Japan were un-
consideration today by President
Roosevelt. He and Mrs, Roosevelt had
as guests &l luncheon at thelr Sagamore
Hill bome Minister Takahira of Japan,
Theodore P. Bhonta and John F. Stevens,
chief engineer of the Isthmian Canal Com-
misaion, and Thomas W. Hynes, Auditor
of Porto Rico,

SBeveral days ago Mr. Takahira made an
engagement to see the Presldent today
concerning the arrangements for the re-
ception of the peace envoys at Sagumore
Hill, and about some other detalls of the
peace conference to be held at Ports-
mouth, N. H.

The Japanese Minister arrived here st
1:28 o'clock from New York. He was met
AL the station Uy one of the Presideat's

confidential messengers, who escorted him
to Bagamore Hill Assurance wae given
that the Minister's visit was not of nota-
ble significance. He hore no special ad-
vices 1o the President from the Japanese
government He discussed with Mr
Roosevell some polnts about the ap-
proaching conference, but it Is announced
that no date was agreed upon for the re
ception of the Russian and Japanese en-
voys by the President.

Mr. Takahira could not say positively
when Baron Komura, the Japanese Min-
Ister of Foreign Affalrs, who ls the prin-
cipal envoy of Japan to the conference,
would arrive in this country. He Is now
on his way from Japan, and ls expected
to reach New York about July 3. If M
Witte, the chief plenipoteatiary of Rus-
&la, shail have arrived by that time, the
reception to the envoys by the President

| Hill on August |

QUESTION IS STILL OPEN

will probably take place at Sagamore
The precise dnte will
be determined by the State Department
Al A comference bDetween the recently ap-
pointad Secretary Elthu Root and the
plenipotentiaries

It ia the =xpectation that
come from New York to
the crulser Mavflower and dispatch
boat Dolphin. They will be accompanied
by Mr. Root and perhaps by other offi.
cials of the State Department. They will
go directly by the mame vesseis from
Oywter Bay to Ports=mouth.

Mr. Takahira expressed his personal
gratification st the designation of M
Witte as leading plenipotentlary of Rus
sia. He suid that M Witte was
Russin's most eminent statesmen,
appointment would lend cc
| welght to the conciusions o
ence. H# sald that arrangemen
conference were moving along smoothly.

the envovs: will
Oyster

the

one of

and his

and expressed the hope that a satisfactory
agreement would be reaeched

|.\PPOINT}|BYT ASSURES PEACE

Russia Halls Cholce of Witte as a

the story sayw, |

However successful |
the negotiations may be, the machinations |
to be |

4|_ belligeront nations,

Good sign.

ST. PETERSBURG.
I“'i'lﬁ'n appointment
peace plenipotentiary wus sannounced
{ today In the OMclal Messenger in the
following wordsa

“Owing to the serious iliness which
overtook M, Muravief® on his arrival
in St Petersburg, which made it !m-
possible for him to familinrize him-
self at sach short nolice with the con-
Elderable material « nected with the
negotiations. Hisg Majesty, the Em-
peror, has been pleased to sppoint
President - of the Committes of Minis-
ters M. Witte 1o the post of chief plen-
ipotentiary.”

Spontaneously all parties recognize
that M. Witte's selection makes for a
successful termination of peace nego-
tiatlons. Another fact, that the Em-
| peror at last yielded to the preasure
for Witte's appointment, is accepted as
belng a complete assurance that His
Majeaty is sincerely determined to end
the conflict and make peace If g pos-
sible basis Is obtainable. Every influ-
ence which champloned M. Witte was
for peace, while. on tha coastrary, in
every instance those who opposed him
were for a prolongation of tne struge
gle. France, through Ambassador Nel-
1doff, strongly urged him for the past,
but the mualn credit for M. Witte's s
lection belongs to Foreign Minister
Lamsdorff, who never ceased to press
for his melection

Count Lamsdorff and M. Witte are
now in close alliance, and wher M
Boullgan retires from the Ministry of
the Interior all the Ministers will at
least be in harmony, especially should
Prince 8viatopolk-Mirsky. ss rumor to-
day intimatea, return.to the head of
the Ministry of the Interior.

The papers here generally were not
awnre last night that M. Witte's ap-
pointment was an accomplished fact,
but with one volca thoss In
Ball his selection with Intense satis-
faction Even tha Novog Vremva,
which has not belleved that an honor-
able peace ls possible, seems willing to
trust the Insue Iin M. Witte's hands.

The &t Petershurg Gazelte dwells
especially upon the econfidence with
which his appoiniment will Inspire tha
Tokio Government, where M. Witta's
oppesition to the whole policy of com-
mercial and mlilitary adventure in Man-
churia and Corea Is well known The
paper rveviews his steady
against the Influences which precipt-
tated the war, and, moreover
out that M. Witte's aseloction
harmony amoag the Russian plenipo-
tentiaries and delegntes, as Baron Ro-
pen shares M. Witte'm views, and M.
Pokotlloff and M. Shipoff were trained
under him whille he was Minister of
Finance and belong distinctively toths
Witte school., In conclusion the Ga-
setlte nays

“There is nothing so easential
negotiations as complete union.”

M Muravieff has already deéparted
for Roma to resume his post as Am-
bassudor.

July 14 —M.
as chiaf Russian

in the

CZAR WILL

Be Under
Personal Direction,

ST. PETERSBURG, July 14 —M
had a prolonged audience with the
peror at Peterhof this afternoon, at which
the whole subject the peace negoils-
tlons was gone over [n detall. Tha 4iM-
culties of the situntion w discumsed,
and indications were glven that His
Majerty 15 more apt to personally govern
M. Witte's « than the formal In-
| structiong w h have been given him

M Witte will leave St Pe

FPeace Negotlatlons Wil

Witte

-

the secret |

struggle |

|
|

points |
insures |

INSTRUCT WITTE |

companies
| rich by

Em- |

Wednesday for Parls, salling as provious- |

| Iy announced from Cherbourg July
| the North German L1
Witheim der Grosss
company hMm as as Parie, where
will remaln for the present, though
may possibly joln hirs later in the United
States,

At M. Witte's personal solicitation M.
Korotovitz, one of the ablest young diplo-
mats, who formerly was secretory of the
Russian Legation at Parfta will be at-
tached to the Rusaian mission

BY

Witte wil

CLAIMS ISLAND

Cesslon of Sakhalin One of Japan's
Imperative Demands.

ST. PETERSBURG, July 14.—Prices rose
on the Bourse upaft the Improvement In
| Russian securi abroad, due ™
Witte's appointment as chief peace plent-
potentiary

According to information received here,
Japan Intends to claim the Isiand of
Sakhalin by right of conquest, and s
formal cession will be cne of her unal-
terable demands

President Glad of Appointment.

OYBTER BAY, L. L, July
dent Roosevelt has been
eially by the Russian

14.—Presi-
natifted

Government of
of the committee of Ministers,
position of principal envoy
to the forthcoming peacs

The President has expressed satisfac-
tion at the designation of M. Witte,
feeling assured that it means much to
Russia to have so eminent a statesman
on the commission, and that It
maks for permanent

to the
Qf Russia
conference.

CONQUEST |
|ot n

| is created: whgn these same aystems are cre-

| crensing
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offi- |

the appointment of M. Witte, chalrman |
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peace between !hai i
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JHARP GENGURE
FOR RAILWAYS

Chamber of Commerce
Committee Acts.

TELLS PLGHT OF OREGON

Dog-in-the-Manger Policy of
Corporations.

PROMISES ARE FORGOTTEN

Road= Combine to Divide Territory
and Will Neither Bulld Exten-
slons Nor A.llow Others to
Open Up Country.

BACKS PROTEST WITH FACT,
The
the Chambar
its apnual reporg

-y

-l

transportation commitiee of
of Commerees, in making
gpon the transpor-
ta conditions of tha state and
upon the attituds of the great cor-
porations which eontrol traffic con-
ditlonx, takes & dechded stand agminst
the spirit of tnactivity that seems to
hold these coampanies In legah, The
eammities sets out that: .

When raliroad systems combine and
apreements are made, by which
parcelled out and ecompe-
eliminated and =n almost
created, then a
eorresponding ohligation is
ereatsd to permit ths best transpor-
tation facilities posaibie in this terri-
tary

It I» poinied oul in this report that
Dregon will be behind Idaho this year
rallroad development. though It
has furnished every inducement and
shown every forhearance towards the
railrogd companles. Themselves re-
fusing butld, every obstacle han
been thrown in the way of those whn
would develap the country,

Promises have heen mads oaly <o be
fergotten

In the state 34.000 square miles are
without rallroad transportatioen,

fNallreads from other states and sec-
tloms will rob Portland and the state
of Its natural trade

In 1884 there were 13682 miles of
rafiroad In Oregon, in 104, 1775 miies,
an [nerenme of oniy 416 miles fnclad-
ing yardage nnd sidings

In Washington in 1904 wers 32202
miles, being 1414 milss mors than In
Oregon, though Oregon has one-third
more Ares.

Oregon s gradualiy dJdropping be-
hind untll today [t is at the bottom as
regards rallroad development.

The chief dmnger threatening
the state Is the exiension of the road
from Reno, Nev. Into Southerm Ore-
gea, thos divesting the Central Ore-
gon businesd o Californis,

ter-
ritary Ia
nrion s
monapaly
duty

periect

and

R e o

now

;

:

The transportation committes of the
Chamber of Commerce, (n Its annual
report  submitted yesterday, takes
exceplion the trestment ac-
corded the state by the transportation
companies, It cites the advancemant
made by otaer stites, wners the rail-
roads have extefided thelr lines as
promised and by comparison shows
the neglect under which Oregon has
suffered.

The report shows by cold facts and
deductions what could be done for toe
the raliroads If these corpo-
rations would live up to thelr obliga-
tlons, and points out the duty of thesa
prosper and grow
the people of

to

state by

which
the sulfrance of
the state
The report s signed by L. A Lewis,
Henry Hahn, T. D. Honeyman A& H
Devers, Edward Newbegin and 8 M
Mears, and Is in full as follows:
Or,, July 15, 13 —To the Cham-
imerce, Portland, Or.: In presenting
upon transportation conditions and
of the controlling railroad Influ-
state towards Ha development
i fallure to boild additional mileage and
ieularly when practically challengeas
polley and admi ration for at lesst
nars past, it s b fuir to wints the res-
ogr econcluslons

Portla

Cuuses for Complalnt,

it must be apparent thal cause for complalng
existn where Lhe ¥ the whole mate
are arous=d as they never woers befare; where

nirests act from & common Impulse. whem
teml wnanlmity in the belle? that
bheen and are b unjustly desit
A punema! fesling indizgnation in &
munity as copssrvatll ns this does Dol
g up A night, fs the resglt of
ng-continued actm, I 0ot of unfrieadiiness
at lemst of indiffersnce: nor will this fesling.
desp-seatsd as it in, be eradicated by prom=
ises, or professlones of sood will and things
to be done in the fulure.

We rest upom thls propawition:

When rallroad systema combine, when agree-
ments are made (dmmoral though they may
o) by which territory e parcelled out between
them and competition allminated, when these
aystems control the great transportation routes
antry, and an simost perfect monopoly

peaple

have

in

iaws of

given

the stale, protected by
various privileges and

under
mute and

ated
T

'ri-gh'_v, such as those of eminent domaln as

well as franchises of gres® and ceonstantly in.
vaiue, & corresponding duty and ob-
created .and Irrevacably attaches

furnish transporiation fxollities to every
part of such territory and at reasonable rates.
These ohligations and duties are voluntarily
assumed, and one does not desire the bur-
e must! oot ask (Or the benefily O
truces and agreementis are made
to prevent competition and to make It as fxr
possible Impracticable, If not impossible.
defended a» right and proper, from &

1ation standpotmt. This being sc, =8

that proper facilities

NEation

to

binations

| thoee creating the o

This stats fumnishes a striking example of

the treatmenl acoorded a conservative friendly
L which relled solely uwpon the good

nd senee of appreciation of favors con-
upon such combinations Though -

(Cunciuded on Pags 11,




