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Maror Willlams makes a strong
showing for his admini=tration of ity
aflfaire. There have been scandals. but
nane have affected his immed
il family He challenges his detract-
orm to point out one dishonest or incom-
petent person among his appointees.
Who sre 1hes Where does all this
kubbuh about rthe Witllams administra-
tion arise” How far must the May
be held accountable for every tr
Eresgic f there Is any, committed by
Any other publlc oMcial elecled by the
peonle?

Hot long ago thes e JeY =T
aboul the Ta er-Cre T it was |
the duty of the (v K
the pians, to prepare the
1o it the contracrt and to =
the consiruction af this Impa
lic work. Thut he Tafled in 1t 5 a ma!
ter of public knowledgr. The Mayor
has done eversthing possible to repair a
very bad job. The sewer has been en-
tirely rebullt st the cost of the o
tractors’ bondsmen. The purpeose of 1hd
original contract has been filied 4

i must be admitted w infAnite

ble and comtroversy; the taXpu)yer
hae lnst nething. On vonira ht
hag been fully protected, and pratected

too, by the Mavor

The Morrison-sirest bridge has been
constricted according o contract; and
& very fine struciure is the result, No
ane has ever contended that the price
Was unreasonabie Dispute hn= arisen

over the chargs for extras which appar-
eutly the Executive bosrd had no al-
irrnative bt to allow, 1If the contract-
ing company has been able to charge an

excessive price for thsss oxtras. It has
taken advantage of 2 system that has
been in vogue ln Portland for years
Neo private concern underiaking & lurge
piblic enterprise cxpecis 10 escape
without paying &« reasonable and even
a4 generdus price for work very well
done. It would seem that the public
has im the Morrison-siree! bridge =
monument 1o the eficiency of the engi-
peers who have supervised ite consiruc-
1lan o far as knowr or believed
there i no flaw jn any part of it. Seo
much can scarcely be sald for any other
public work

This &5 an era of reform In all public
affairs’ and of general Improyvement in
the publlc servire in the =hort tlime
whereln  Theodore Roossvell has been
President of the Uniied States & Ereat
upheaval has occurred In ‘Washington

officiaidom. First. the Postoffice De.
pariment was shaken from top to bot-

fom, and the jeeches, thleves and job-
bers who through many years In one
way or another had fastened them-

gelves on the Government service were
either Kicked out or put in the Peni-
dentiary. Now the Interlor Department
Is undergoing a sysiematie renovation.
WWhen that i= completed we may confi-
dently expect that other branches of
Government will secure the earnest at-
tention of the Adminkatration’s nguaiei-
tors. Theodore Roozevelt in Presider
of the United States at the time when
dlshonesty In public contracts, the
wholesale oot of the Nation's lands and
the corruption of many Governmen! of-
ficigls are belng brought to light. No.
body belleves, of course, that the Pres-
\dent s in any way responsible for the
origimal deplorable condition But aill
know that he is prepared 1o support
with the greatest possible vigor and
determination all «fforts to ralss the of-
ficial standard of honesty and eMiciency.

In many cities throughout the Unlted
Etates there has been o generi] demand

-

for & higher degree of decency and com- |

pelency among public officers It has
been 2o In Partland: vet no ene has
ventured to insmunte through all this
clamor for a cleaner municipa! admin-
tatratidn that the honored Masor.of the

city was in any wWay & personal bdenefi- |

viary of any questionabie transaction
whatever on the part of any public ser-
vant.

1t §s known that Mayor Willlams is a
perfectly honest man. His motives are
upright and his devotion to the pubiic
Jnterest traditiomal His industry is
toth sn inspiration and a leson to all

g effort to Inform himeelt
i e o e et

| tion stands for and the opposition says
or | JU standy for ’

%o stamps should be | SEA-LEVEL CANAL WITHOUT DELAY.

I ie
Pestafce | possibilities which M. Philippe Bunau-

| of thess

tion, and he gives his personal atten-
tion to every mafter tha! properly
comes before the eXecutive Tor consid-
eration. What, then, ls the basis of the
opposition 1o the Mavor's re-election?
1t is mainly, if not wholly, that Mayor
Williams at one time stood sponsor for
wha! = commonly known as the “open
town.” The truth about the malter s
that this system of ralsing revenue was
adopted by the Council and by the Ex-
ecutive Board and was sanctioned by
the Mayor as 2 temporary expedient

They thus raised revenue for the pur- |
in |

pose of tiding over a serjous crisis
the cliy’s affmirs,

It appears to be forgotien now thal
wus entirely an emergency paolicy
It was never the purpose of the Mayor
and the Exscotive Board 1o make Il &
permanent feature of the administrs-
tion. It was defended by them only on
the grounds of absolute public neces-
sity The crisls has been passed, and

time, no likelihood that any Hoense gys-
tem will be Te-established” 17 It I» not
ther= |s no difference whatever in Lhe pub-
le pollcies which the presant adminlstra-

A Jock’  cRnal In four yesrs or a sea-
vel ranal in twenly Jjears are the

Varilla, the French engineer. predicts
for the Panama Canal. In an interest-
ing communication to thé French Acad-
emy of Science he explains In Jdatall
how the canal could be so constructed

and two blind men, Dowieltes, have
from the same, place, seeking asylum
n this country. If we must give domi-
clle 1o either class, which, of course.
shouid not be done. the infant ciass is
far preferable to ithe wsged. Under
proper conditions children will, in & few
yéars. become self-supporting. with the
promiss ater on of becoming wealth
producers. The old people wlill, on the
contrary, beceme more helpless, If Dos-
sible, year by year. and from frst 1o
ast will be a public charge or almoners
of private bounty. Pily for helpless
human crestures most necessarily stop
*hort of assumping the rcharge, even
upon Dowle's guarantesd, of the penni-
less aged,
Every farmer in Oregon should send
o the Agricultural Experiment Station
at Corvailis and secure a copy of &
pamphlel recently pubiished on the sub-
Ject, “Pouliry Under Confinement.” As
sald in the balletin, which has been
published for free distiribution, there
seems to be litle danger from an over-
supply of pouliry or eggs in the prin-
c¢lpal markels of this state. On the con-
trary, the quantity of poultry and eggs
imported each year shows that there
Is un under supply, and that there Is
room for the expansion of the poultry-
raising industry in Oregon. The pur-
pose of the new bulletin is to show the
financial returns from a small flock of
pouitry kept under confinement, the
perceniage of egga hatched, chickens
Erown 1o marketable age, and the pro-

boy whest In India. the Argentine and
Russia and the two latter countries are
breaking sil previogs records, the Rus-
sian shipmenis inst week amounting to
over 4000000 busheis, aithough thia =
nearing the fag end of the season in
that country. The American price has
caused an increased output from Rus-
sin and the Argentine, but. If there Is
any surpius avallable from the 1905
erop, it will bave to be sold at 2imost
any price the forelgners see fil to give
us. The forvigners have dlscovered a
new source of supply, while we were
farcing the cereal up to lis present
helghts, and they are not In need of
American wheal uniess il is for sale ai
bargain prices

BOYS, PARK BlLOCKS AND BASEBALL.

If 1hs members of the Park Board
refuse 1o grant the petition of two-
score boys for the use of one of the
northern park blocks as a baseball
park, they will be dolng violence to
thelr own bes: sentiment Baseball =
AS neceszary to the perfect development
of an American boy as light and alr
Opportunity {0 play the game, whether
you view it as physical culture, pure
and simple, or as the exercise of ceane-
iess activily which Nature pianted in
every hsailthy child, should on no ac-
count be denled. The boy who doesn'l
fee] the need of bhaseball isn"t going to
be much of & man

Of course there wili be effeminale ob-
jections, and these may come Before Lhe
Park Board officially. It must be ad-
mitted that the heart of a city & not an

that It could be used as & lock canal at
lhe same time thal work was being
carried on for a sea-level canal The

French engineer estimates that it will |
require twenty years to construct a aea-
i

level canal, This t# fram five 1o sight
vears jonger than the time sstimated
by most of the American enginsers who

have fgured on the matter, but, even if
it shou be completed in the shortest
period claimed by the most eptimistic

experis
the

e difference In time
bel woen sen-fevel project and the
lock cannl would be 8o grest as to with-
hold from the people for many yoars the
advantage of connection of
of Atiantse with those of the

the watera
the Pa-
cific
There
met

. R
[Rvor

o b a gensral sentl-
of compiletion of the
txnal in the shortest possible time. and
f the French engineer’s plan for trans-
lock canal Into a sea-
cenal without interfering o sny
way with the operation of the former is

formation of a

leve]

practicable, it should be adopled. The
#eu-level canal is generaliv favored for
many reasons which have been previ-
| ousiy ®et Torth The oniy point that
has been raiced against It is that the
length of time necessary for Its com-
pletion was &0 great that trade would

be seriously hampered in the meantime

A plan which would admit of the np-
& Wpeedily bullt ook canal
while the sea-level canal was buliding
would relleve the jatter of the principal
objention that has been ralsed agalnst
The prime object sought in building
isthmian canal is= to enable the

eration of

an
Un

fted States to reach new trade fields
and 1o fecilitate the development of
those already reached If there waz
merit In the demand for this praject

i
imporiance Lhat

Is alse gf the utmont

| the end sought be reached in the brief-

t posFibie. No serious or perma-
shifiing of 1he trade higbwass of

he waorld i=s probabie In four years. but

in twenty years moch can happen,

it is prealcted that the opening of the
anal will cause a material redoction
in freight rates between the United
Statex and the Far East I this should
prove true, and the business continues
to expand In its present ratlo, the joss
through delay in walting for 4 water-

eva] eanal would amount to maore than
the cost of the canal. The plans of M

Phitippe Bunsu-Varilia have been sub- |

mitted 1o

bear

the
thie

President
rigid

and if

1 hey
tnvestigation

will

nndoubied!v
hetwesn the

have ranal

DOsAnR

A comneciion

1wo in & much

shorter time than was expected when |

the sea-fevel project came into populur
favor

_—

AN FECCENTRIC WHEAT MARKET.

Pending the arrival of the chinch bug, |

the Hessian fly. rust and other pests
which damage the wheat crop in the
minds of the speculators and occasion-
ally in the flelds, it i= becoming a seri-
oux tax on the anergles of the bulis and
the bears to rake up whest news of a
semsational order, On Monday John W,
Gater, wiith the usual blare of trumpets
end rattle of tom-toms, was pushed Into
the limelight as the promoter of a deal
in July wheat soch =8 would make the
May deal look Insignificant in compari-
gan. The public had forgoien the time
a few weeks eariler when Gates started
ou! with & brass band and corps of
“spielers” to announce that he woul
| put May wheat up to 32 per bushel: so
| 1t boughi, and bought freely and quick-
1 for fear that the supply would be
|

¥,
exhaurled before the money ran out.
Under stress of this buving, the mar-

| ing thie last wvear. should have falled | the lutest of Portland's dusiness activi-

‘k-‘[ bounded up a couple of cents | to reach lis destination in the official | thes. The traveling public will be inter- Ch.:';l:::.mﬂ::’ P u::;:l'.::un :h;‘;r:
' pagsed for breath. and then began to | mind. To advertise twenty-three dayz | €5ted to know whether the lessees will ‘;"“’m o i place 1= disfgured
siide backward. The unlon members of | ago for tenders for lumber in the San | Practice temporance In the price of | 7 o

the Gates brass band must have heen
lon & sirike, for not & note came from
thelr direction. and for & brief period it
| soemed thut sentiment and stuff
gufl about what “Jawn"
vwas o give way (o rational conditions
Then came the news that
gunboat had anchored In an

and

Inrignifi-

Jupaness were making horrible faces at
the French
| baullish as one of Uncle

|
|

“Jeems” Wil-

| bell rang tn the Chicago pit Tuesday

| July wheat

oenis
Yesterday

the mirkslL was a0

per bushel,

which hed drawn
Halchou Bavy.

the Germans

to himself.

will be & further decline today.

gaged In the business of growing res

io}

| which they will be submitted we shall

W. might do
a German
cant harbor in Shantung, and that the
This news was fully an

son's bearish Government crop reports,
and the trade interpreted it in the same
way, and bought and bought. and then
bought some more, 0 that when the big

had been forced above 58

top-
heavy that It jettisoned nearly 2 cents
There was uncertainty as
to whether It was kraut or conguest
into
The Jups had concluded
not 1o “‘rush in where angéls fear to

opinion on the wheat market he kept It
Wheat closed weak around
the low mark of the day, and, unless
soms new dreAm is smoked up in the
“hop jointa™ of the city of strikkes, thers

If the American farmer who is en-

wheat is under the impression that the

ideal piayground, and Lt may be the portion of the sexes, No attempt f=
| boys will occasionally interfere With | made to give full instructions concern-
the rights of thelr neighbors; but in this | yng (he care of poultry, but a brief
particular instance, the petitioners | statement I8 made of the manner in

pledge themselves 1o do their very best
in the way of deportment. They desire
the chance to prove themselves worthy
of the boon they ask. Hedged In by the
seif-imposed  conditions the Park
Board ought to give consent. If. un-
fortunately, the boye fall to observe due
decorum, the permit can be canceled
without notice.

In their eagerness to enjoy & vested
right. the boys. we fear, have promised
too much. Nole their own words, which
have been placed on file: “Neither will |

which 8 flock of thirty fowls was cared
for =0 that they made a net return of
nexrly §1 per fowl per year.

The firmt drowning of lhe season
among the Astoria fishermen ls report-
ed, the breakers on Peacock Spit claim-
ing for a wvictim Ole Strand, a young
Norwegian who was serving his first
season on the river, There is something
In the angry roar and hiss of the break-
ers which curl over the spits at the
mouth of the river that strikes terror to

fisherman
| driftiog right into the jaws of the same
death trap. They are a hardy and fear-
less race, those descendants of the Vi.
kings, but the death that lurks in the

firsi base at the sume Instant-—umpire
calls “Out.” Do these peiitioners ex-
pect Dr. Ellot or Colonel Hawkins to
believe that the nine at the bat will join

I'm hosannas to the umpire and sub- | breakers s no respecier of bravery or

| seribe to a Joving cup? Situations | fsariessness: so these trugedies of the
provocative of quarrel may be muitl- | geg will continue as long as the desire
plied Indefinitely. Mayor Williams | for a big catch lures the fishermen too
knows. He goes 1o the league games | close to the bar,

every Baturday, But a boy who won't
quarrel &nd occasionally shoot out his

The fair land of Poland, immortalized

fist over infustice, real or imaginary, s | in Baife’s “Bohemian Girl,” will no
a4 sissy. In all kindness, we suggest | longer be “torn by the hoof of the ruth-
that the boys ask permission to with-

lesg Invader,” nor will the oppression of
the Czar make [ife burdensome (o the
people No more radical reform has
ever been instituted In any of the
Czar's posseasions than that which he
his just granted Lo Poland and the Bal-
tie provinces, All the religlous and
business privileges for which the Polish
peopie have been fighting for years are
granted, and this long step in the right
direction may be the f{orerunner of a
reform that will yet Iift Russia out of
the rut Iin which an arrogantairisioc-
racy has so long feld her.

draw the word “quarrel.” Even a Port-
land boy is only human.

if the action of these boys shall move
other boys In other neighborhoods to
ask for like privileges, a good purpose
will be served. There ought to be a
public bsiseball field under police regu-
lation every square mile of Port-
land's territory. We should like 1o see
some one, before It is too late, win the
gratitude of future pgenerations, by
dedicating one of the doubla blocks in
Couch or Goldsmith's Addition 1o the
National game. There i=s small prospect
for a park on Jevel ground. parl of
| hich couid be devoled to fleld sports,
| a8, for example, Golden Gate Park, In
San Francisco: therefors the mare ne.
cessfty here for plots such as the boys
have asked for at Couch and North
Park streels

L#t the members of the Park Board
deny the petition and they will be
| branded by Lhe inhabitants of Boyville
a3 men who do not love their kind; as |
among those who have forgotten. The |
Jades will want the board io read the
concluding lines of James Maontague's
verses, published recently:

1
|
|
| The Southern Pacific i8 (o pul on a
traln leaving Eugene In thse morning

| and returniag from Portland in the af-
ternoon. This s a convenience which

of the largest cities in the state, and it
will bemppreciated and well patronized.
Another long-overdue improvement in
raliway lrain service is the insugura-
tion of a fast service between Portland
and Puget Sound. Had the Northern
Pacific pul on a through train or re-

|

{ many years ago, the electric road from

Pugert Sound

Agsln run, shout. de tem men's work, until | much farther from a reality than It
ihe Iading day now is
Sirewed shadows an the springy gram = :

thick you couldn’t play

Youth, life. hope, Lsalth and gentlencss—
¥ou must have pamsed thern all

Upon the read, unless you thrill with those
krave worde: Play Ball!

End avenue, creating greatl excitement,
OREGON LUMBER AND THE PANAMA
COMMISSION,

That the first effort of the new Canal
Commisasion to secure lumber at the
lowesl obtainable prices should be a
failure—even a fiasco—is to be much re- |
gretted. Whether the fault be due 1o
the ilgnorance of Major Galligher, the
purchaaing agent of the Commission, as
Lo centers of production on the Pacific
Coast, or the omission of Portland as
& probable source of supply be doe to
similur ignorance In still higher quar-
ters, there is no means of determining.
This first quantity, of 26000000 feel, Is
only & circumstance to what will be re.
quired by the Commissign. Still it la
mo=sl disappointing that all the adver-
tising of Oregon that has been done for
! the last yeur or two, and especlally dur-

cently complained in

“there are others."

better or worse than other citles,

President Robbins,

trol the

merely impossible for other flrme
shilp such producis in any other cars.

Francisco paper, ignoring Portland, | meals and rooms.
| would be about as sensible as to adver-
tise for a Jarge suppiy of lemons in the
Portiand paper and ignore Loa Angeles,
Certainly some Oregon people may
and do rend the papers of the California
metropolls, but it would be the merest
accident for the advertisement in ques-
tion 10 calch an Oregon eye. The best
proof s that neither direct nor indirect
notice of the chance to bid has reached
any of our official bodies, or any of the
lumber companies composed of alert
and enterprising men. The resson al-
leged by Major Gslligher for refusing
to extend the time for bids 18 curious,
It may be “inexpedient™ so lo do—but
the word savors dangerously of red
tape. If & private firm came suddenly
to 1he knowledge that the largest and
cheapest source of supply of a mast
necenssary article was . being closed to
them becagse they had falled 1o insert
the apportunity to tender in the dlrect
and sensible center of publicity—and
farther that a short time would insure
fresh tenders being put in—and also
that there was no legal or business dif-
feuity in the way of time extension,
how quickly would the order be given!
The Commission may be reminded
that they are now bdeginning to make

to be made by all comers, the Commis

otherwise have had a cinch.

St Petersburg thinks that Rojestven
sky has made a “dash for the Pacific.’

quite high enough.

Bohumann-Heink, the singer, mothe

Why not? No family is complete with
out a father.

fight*
long.

ﬁ

tread.” and if John W. Gates had any

up thelr record; and that ofcurrences Don’t give alms to any ablebodied | janbed the poet's arm with a fork A
like the present will tend 1o shake the | beggar, male or female, %0 long as the | ine of 519 was imposed upon her by a poet-
1 | confidence of the public In the “square | big crop of berries at Hood River Is | joying court. WEX J.
deal” it was confident of receiving. waiting to be picked. -

Sopee——

we tolerate buliving, quarrellng or | the heart of the novice, but the danger
fighting.” Now, they've gol Lo have an | gffects not the average bar fisherman,
umpire This situation will probably | and undoubtediy the tide following the |
develop at least once In every game: | one which swept Strand into eternity
The batter and the fielded ball reach | found some other feariess

has long been denied the citizens of one

duced the running time of other trains

to Portland would be

A herd of range horses being driven
through the streels of New York were
stampeded at Sixtleth wtreel and West

Mention |8 made of the incident In order
that “Constant Reader.” “Veritas™” and
the other correspondents who have re.
these columns
about the provincialism of Portland In
permitting stock to be driven through
the streets aof our city may learn that
The practice is not
to be commended. but in this respect
Portland does not seem (o be elther

of the Armour
car line, denies that the Armours con-
trapspertation of packing-
house products In private cars. It Is
o

A temperance hotel Is announced as

By allowing blds upon canal suppiles

sloners have made themseives highly
unpopular with the firms that would

There 15 no speed minimum for a
“dash,” butl elght knots doesn't scem

of eight children and widow since last
November, is sald to be married again.

The “decisive battle of the war” has
been “imminent™ in Manchuria for
more than & year, and the “great sea
bids fair-to be “imminent” as

Hiram Cronk, ibe iast survivor of the
War of 1812, will be buyied today. He
saw the last invasion of American ter-
ritory. and probably none alive now

——

Kiaus J. Bteiner, the young Pittaburg
maAn whose love letiers to the number of
W% were brought inte court during a 4
breach-of-promise actfon. was quite a de-
voted lover. When the girl. who later hit
him for dumages, promised to marry him,
Steiner “promised to quit smoking at
once In order to purily himeelf agninet
the time that he would kiss me.™ testified
the plaintiff. And such devollon was made
a mock in court!

Apropos of recent eyclones, the Har-
ford Times remarks: ‘“Go Wesi young
man, and plow up with the country.”

The Russians have now got around to
sxplaining their retirement from Mukden.
They say It wasn't really a Japanese vic-
tory: at lesst it may have been & Juapan-
ese victory, but It wasn't a Russian de.
feat

“The motiey's good, but pot the giver™
say the New Hasven Congregational min.
Isers of Rockefeller's gifts. And (hat says
about all there 4 1o be sald

Hood River i» doing ita share (o bright-
en the worid and chesr the worlidlings.
The strawberry s the greatsst agent of
optimism, mand if it only had mint's ca-
pacity for combining with other drinks
than wsoda, it would be the chiefest prod.
uct of the sotl

A young woman in the East bhas just
recovered damages from an express com-
pany which loast her suitcase. She estab-
lished to the satisfaction of the court that
the following articles were packed In the

sultcase:
Oos foulard ik drems, oos pongees shirt-
walst sult, ome wilk gisgham shirtwalst sz,

oné brown lawn dress, two white Perslan Iawn
waivts, one white mull ruw-n!n’ drean, one
black wilk cou!, threequarter jengih: ohe
white sflk knitted shawl one white lnwn
dress akirt, one fancy lawn aprom. one white
dimity tes Jadked, one white msdras ahirt.
walst, one brown linen shirtwalst, one while
plgue shirtwalst, one madras Olbson shiri-
waist, jour white musiin petticoats, four cor-
st covers, three pairs musiin drawers, four
silk net veste, three coftom net vesin, oo8
tawn Empire wrapper. thres musliz night-
dreases, «lght pairs blask Hale thresd hase.
one cormel wilsl, ope sbony mirror with sfiver
trimmings, one gold hat brush. one sfiver nail
brosh, omne sflver tocih Braah, two and a
half yards biash and boe satin ribban, foor
itiches wide: one dowen lines hand-made lace-
trimmed bhandisrchiefs, (hree palrs kid gloves,
ane palr lomg white ailk mitu, one gold locke
and chain, one gold brooch met with turqualse
and dinmomnds. oo dozen fancy collars and
stocks, two polnt lare tlen, one point lace
handkerchie!

And man i= proud when he gels more
than two shirts and a collar into a sult-
T

After reading a column editorial in the
Coos Bay Harbor, we confesa to an al-
moat uncontrollable desire to make for
the Coox Bay country as fast as steam
and team can take ux. “Tat us set a4 man
down on Coos Bay,” says the Harbor,
“with nothing el= in the world dut an
ax, a gun and fishing tackle. He can
bufld his own boat and log cabin. He
wiil find employment enough iIn logging
campe or on dalry farms (o get money
enough te dbuy powder, sugar, coffee and

such other luxuries as he may crave. Or
he can dig clams or net slmon mnd
sell them.” Listen to the catalogus of

good things—all free:

From the firet of May thers Is a asuccession

of wild berries i the from come In De
cemYer Fitst come (hese Tusurious yellow
mimon berrire. There are dewberries. black-
berrien, raspbervies, strawberries,  thimbie-
bertien, salalberries, bBlosberries and Suckle-
Berrien There i» o case of & man who Hyved

for wyears on nothing byt hockleberries

Thesse barrien al! grow wild and are fres
for the pleking. But better sill] le to Bave
a litthe pist of ground and cultivate them.
The logan berries can be added, and tvhe
srawberries improve with care
And en this plot of ground one can grow

almeost avery vegelable Wmown 15 tha tem.
perate sone. If one wisthes to live Juxuriously
and cheaply, ten, this i the country.
Thers on the hillside a man can piasst an
orchard wherr he can grow nearly every
frutt sxoept pesches, [T ha have 5 protected
nnook where the sun ahines im he can grow
melond and grapes. There are & thoomnd of
thess nooks alomg the coast and off on the
inlets snd sireams whern they are sheitered
by the forest and by the hille

If & mas wishes to lead a hermir's 1ife
here i the pince. He an g0 off in the moun
i and live on game. Has will find ek
desr, bear, Aucks, geese and other game,

If he wishes sea food he has everything
except the Eastern ayster. There ln nothing
finer tham rock oysters ar rock clama. The
¢clams, the crabs, the mumesls, ths guohogs
are foand in abundesce That royal fish,
the chinenk mimon, I the fnest food fAsh
n ihe warld. Or the mountain toul may be
ae tempting te our hermit,

In addition to all this ome has the most
equable ciimate in the world

Here o & garden of wild flowers, the most
brautifyl tha: bloom. Here in aesthetic charm
and health awairting tha setiler,

Happy Coos Bay! Bring out the .ax the
gun and the flahing tackle; we are off to
Arcadia

The New York Evening Post announces
an article on “Why T» Browning Popu-
lar? The answer to that question Is
tasy. bhe aln't

Dublin is to bonor the memory of
Thomas Moors by removing the College-
street status of the posl. The statue is
80 Inartistic that It s an offense to the
poet's admirers. This is a refreshing

with a hideous sthtve. London is full of
such sbominations, sod from the rate at
which we are progressing American cities
wili soon be in the same condition.

Chicago parents who tell thefr children
to “strike” at school evidently want to
perpetuate an honorable custom.

Governor Folk says thai each man
cbeys only the laws he himself approves,
This course is fully In accord with
Hedonie Americanism to say nothing of
Individualism, which is so highly valued
by the majority of the Nation.

“No mmn neted be unhappy. though
married.” says the Coom Bay Harbor,
“who has woode full of rhododendrons™
A forest of rhododendrgns would have
wo influence upon the man who had just
been presented with a mililner's bl
Has a poet the right to read his poems
to his wifeT This Is a question of great
moment to all poets, and especially to
Spring poets. and it is satlafactory to learn
that the wife must submit to the read-
ing, or at least i not juntified In assafling
Ber husband. A Chicage poet begsn
reading some |ospired verses to his wife

.
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of Our Pont-

Why It Has Net Vet Been Made s Pr

Campanles
Bibert Hubbard, in

Have Preveated 1ta Iusuguestion.
Max Philtstioe,

One greal economic betterment (hat
thinking people in America are asking
for s the parvel post

What is the parcel poxt?

il tel! you. It is an extemnion of
the business of the Postoffice Depari-
ment so that all busihess now donn
by express companies =hall
by the PostofMce Department
Gradually the PostofMee Department
in all civilized countries has grown

e done

you

|
until it Is now the best example w»|
can name of a soclalistic betterment |
It worka for all. and ap matisr how
rich or how influential you are i
cannot buy stamps at a disgount 1

With the express companies, how- |
ever. It Is different—Iif you know nnw.'_
you can participate In the perquisites
Express rates are arbitrary, changeable
and very oftén towns that are on thﬂ|
line of the American Express ohe day
awake the next morning to find them-
selves wold out to ithe Wells-Fargo |
Flaces we opce could send packages |
to at a ringle rate now reqguire a
double. .

Thera is not = elvilized country on
earth that divides up Its Postoffice
business with express campanies gs we
do.

Why we as a people pay tribute to the
express companies, T do net know. |
There 13 not a single valld argument
that can be put forth for thelr exist-
ence. The Postoffice Department be-
longs to the peopie—to all the people.
We delegate carriers and agenls to
transport our lellers. But packages
above four pounds we plously give Into
the hands of private corporations who
have no direct interest in the people

bevond the desire to explolt them. We
pay these corporations double foar do-
Ing the work thut we could do for our-
selves

It I= ax It my own boys could and
would spade my garden at ten cents
an hour, but instead of letting them

do it T hire it done by a corporation
for twenty cents an hour

No one thinks of asking for free
postage, but many of us use express
tranks—possibly this throws a littis
light on our opposition te the parcel
post.

Things seht by

registersad mall sre
safer than if sent by express becmuse
the penalty for rifling mall Is much
more severe than for appropriating ex-
press matter. You can maonkey with
Tom Platt, but you cannol play the
same game with your Unecle Samuel

We now have a postal treaty with
Belgium which allows that country Lo
mail packages o the United States at
A jess ratle than we can =end packages |

for al home. Moreover, the limit inm|
welght of the puckage is 20 pounds,
not four. S0 you see we really have

the parcel post now, but to avall our-

selves of It we have to go over teo
Belgium to mall our psckages
When John Wanamaker, the man

who Imaugurated the one-price system,
and the greatest merchant of his time,
was Postmaster-General of thé United
States. he was asked his opinion of
the parcel post. “Epiendid” was his
reply. “splendid—I wish we might have
it here'™ “Well, Mr. Wanamaker, why
cannot you inaugurate LT

“There are five insurmountable ob-
steles™ “WIill you name them, please?™

“First, there Is the American Ex-
press Company: second, the United |
States Express Company: third, lhni
Adams Express Company. fourth, the |

fifth, |

Wells Farge Express Company:
the Southern Express Company.”
If we nsk for the parcel post, and
ask in falth, we will get it Work
and pray—hustie and supplicate—there
iz nothing finer.

Farmers everywhere pray for the
purcel post. Sixty-nine per cent of
our population lives in cities of 10,000
and under. Sixty-nine per cemt of
our population i= urban or suburban.
We want tha parcel post.

Tom Platt plays Mephisto and keepa
the stage walting while he stuffs his
weasal skin -

Soon Tom Platt will ba consigned to
Limbus—nhg bincks the gangway.

Expreas compunies praclically serve
only one-third of the people. The rest
of us they prey upon.

The rural free delivery hak educated
the party that insugurated it Every
good thing begine as something else,
and no one soemed to anticipate tha
rural free delivery wouid be an object
lesson in applied Soclalism.

No gooner hiAd the rural carriars com-
menced their tasks of earrying mail
than the peopls along their routes be-
gan asking them to do errands.

Instead of 40 farmers golng to town
to buy 40 spools of thread, one man.
the mall carrier. with kis little wagon,
did the business, Thir useful servant
of Uncie Sam bhealdes carrying lettars
and newspapers. carried (slegrams.
thread, binder twine, sugar and aacks
of flour. In many Instances his busi-
ness Increased so that he drove two
haorsas Instead of one. and had a Wagon
that could carry a ton

All he officially had teo do was to
xet over his route within = :-.-ru[n
time and defiver and gather his mail
Beyond this the depariment made no
restrictions

But soon the express companies saw
what he was doing. Sesrs, Roebuck
& Co. shipped him goods by freight
and he parceled them out along his
route,

The expreas companies and the Tocal
merchants combined and complaints

were lndged with the Posteffice De-
partment. '

An qorder was issued: thal carriers
should not carry packages that were
eligible 10 mall, unless such packages
were stamped.

Thix cut all packages that
weighed four pounds or less—all such
. But the carriers
arried bags of flour, dogs, calves,
and occanionally led horses: They &lso
carried telegrams, but en sach placed
a Z-cent stamp, making it_& Jetter.

ot

But behold, on July b 190 &0 order
went sut thnt no carrier should carcy
auyihing that wan not strictly mail
mater.

ben the furmers howled. and - they
wil} how! more Ther will' howl until
th get thelr parcel post,

Viy shouldn’t the carrisrs serva the
people by carrying anything the people
need or wantT And noabody ean tell
why exeepting Tommy Mephlsto Platt

and the loral merchiants

Bur many of the jocal meschants re-
alize that the ! free dellvery In a
good thing for n. The carrier used
to bring them muouny orders, and In
varfous ways served them by daliver-
ing xoods (o rheir customers That
lenves Tom Platt alone a8 a kigker
against the parcel post

What good are Lhe express ;com-
panies?

None at all. Eversthing they do and
eveary service they render could be done
safer, ‘better and one-llf cheaper by

the Postoflice Depariment.

We, the people. pay tribute to Platt,
becauras Ll per cont of the men wa
send to Congress to make our laws

are cortrolled by his lobby.

The Republican party cean give us
the parcel poat. It must and will in
pure self-defense, If for no other rea-

son. Palitieal parties, llke department
stores, carry goods the poople want.
We want the parcel post and want it
badiy

The troubls with Parker was that
everything in his shop was “just as
good.”

He had nothing that was geauine—
only imitation labals and pinched
trade marks He worked both ends
against the middle and was a friand
to eversyhody and therefore & friend
1o nobody

Had he come out good, stiff. strong
and definiie on anything he might have
stood a chance of winning.

For instance, had he madg “parcel
past” the Democratic battls ery, and
put forth all of the Invincible and un-
answerahis arguments that are in the
armory of truth for this particular bet-
terment, he might kave won out.

But new in spite of Pluto Platt, who
i* 2 Republican (T trust this fact will
not be denied)}, the Republican party
will have tha honor and tha credit of
extending and enlarging the Postofice
Department g0 as to give the people the
parcel post

The peopie form the stale. What
they want they will get. When the
poople get wise enough (o know what
they want and ask for It in faith,
hustling while they wait, they will get
tt. Unecle Sam in time wiil answer all
of our prayers

Benjamin ¥Franklin was the frs

Postmaster-Genaral In America, ant
when he was pent as Ambassador to
France, his son-in-law, Richard Bache.
was appointed, at Franklin's requent,
to the place. In Franklin's time all
mall was carried on the star routaplan
that i= by contrastors. Thix continued
long after railways were inntalled. and
one rallroad bid against another just
as the coach owners had dome, Untl)
1576 It took two days for a leotter to
go from New York to Buffaln' owing
to the delays in sorting at Albany
and Syracuse. Up to that time all mal)
for Chicago and the West wis caried
to the Buffale Peatoffoe end thers
sortead and Tebagged and SEnt on i
WAy The rallway mall sarvice Bas
changed al! thiz In 1780 thera were
hut 75 authorized postoffices in Amer-
fen.  All taverns had thelr littie rows
of boxes, and the place where you got
your toddy, you received your mail In
England the coffes-houses ware really
private postofiices
In 1862, in America the rates of post-
age were based upon the distance the
letters had to he carried In that year
Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote this in
bis journal:
“I have written several jetters lo our
denr Henry Thoreau, who is In New
York, and I am now on the lookout for
some one who is going there, as postal
ratey are not for poor peapie.” TIn 1840
the malls contained nothing but written
or printed matter—ail merchandiss was
left to the sxpress companies, and tkis
{s why and how they have Frawn =0
fat.

In 1865 thers were only 64 Tailway
postal clerks in America, now Lhers
are over 7004,

The first free delivery wag inaugur-
ated in 1881 and the money-order sys-
tem one vear later. In 1872 the frank-
ing privilege was done away with ex-
cepting for strictly Governmenat busi-
ness: before lhat Congresamen used
to send their laundry work home by
mallL

1 have entered Into this detail for
the benefit of my orthodox friends and
nelghhors who think that the postofiice
system allus wuz; who belleve bacause
a thing is good it is good enough, and
who disclaim the law of evoelution, not
malizing that nothing ls permanent
but change. and thal the supreme mark
of windoam is the willingness to replace
an excellent thing by a better one

:
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WORK ON THE CANAL.

Wallace
Weekly

Ths work done on the Ishmus during
the past nine monihs i= more significant
in the fact that it Is largely preparatory
to the work that is to come.

Enginesring parties are covering the
making surveys oend
checking the French duta—mapping and
surveying the streams and finding out
the discharge of the various water-
courses, in the Chagres River particu-
- borings to determine the
character of foundatlons avallable for
dams, and determining the geological for-
mation of the Isthmus along the canal
fine. This work is belng done to verify
the data which was found In the French
archives and to secure additional infor-

Chief Bngineer in Harper's

5

mation.

In the engineering and eonstruction de-
pariment during the month of March
there were 00 men employed In this
force are 00 Americans—civil eagineers,
clerks, foremen and mechanics—men of
the higher grades and diresting opera-
tions, including steam-shovel men and
tralnmen. There are 1100 native artisans
—machinista, carpenters, bricklayers and
other skilied artisans—composed of Ja-
malcs negroes, Spanish. Central-Amari-
can seons, all classes of labor other than

|
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RADIUM AS A REMEDY.

Chicago Record-Herald

€0 many experments with radlnp as
a cure for cancer have recently been
made in this couniry and In Europse
that hopes of what the remedy will
accomplish have suddenly become high.
In a Stuligart hospital & number of
cases of tupun have been cnred by the
nse of a radium =olution, with whick
the diseased fMesh has been comted, and
severa! Intaresting experiments are
now being made In New York, as well
as In other clties,

The X-ray was the predecessor of ra-
dlum in such sxperiments. and good
results seemed to be possible from it.
When radium was discovered and It
was learned that of the three kinds
of Tays Eivem off by the new metal
one was very closely akin to, If not
identical with, the X-raye. the use of
radium naturally suggested itself, es-
pecially as It could be so much more
readily handled.

At first the radium was fnclosed i
A small glass tube but it was found
that the ginss cut off yome of tha TEy®,
and so an aluminum or platisum tubs
was used instesd. Of late a solution of
radium sait has heen uam to coat &
rod, disk, or open tube, and = coat
of collodion han besn painied over It
to protect it. The rod can be brought
into coptact with cancerous growths,
as. for instance, those in the throwt,
with comparative ease Surface growths
can be painted with the solution di-
rectly.

The stuggestion was made seversd

ago that radicm misht be useful
in the treatment of consumption
the destruction of the bacill. No
experiments om this lne have been re-
but Dr, Lieber. ¥




