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TARIFF REFORM OR BEER TAX?

The Nationa! expeaditures for the
current fiscal year have s0 far exoeeded
the income something
and ihe deficlt is not lkely to be much
less when a balance s struck on July
1. Congress knew that §t faced a deficit
when it made s enormous appropris-
tions iast Winter, but it cheerfully
went ahead with the labor of bullding
n greater navy, extending the rural
free delivery and constructing the §200, -
000000 Panuma canal, To be sure,
meare than $5,000,000 haes so far been ex-
pended in the canal work, but provision
for an outlay on a4n jmmense scale must
be made by succeading Congresses, and
it I» one the factors that must be
reckoned with In the 1lask keeping
the Government oulgo and the income
somewhere near together. The rural
free delivery i= no longer a
convenjance and an expense that
hax came (o ¥tay, W the extent of mora
than £20,000.000 per annum, sven on the
basis. No wanis to shut
it off, but, on the cantrary, evervbody
agresy that |t should be enlarged
problem g, how I8 1t golng 1o be pald
for? The pensions, the Navy, the Army
sil must be maintained on their present
basis for an indefinite period; and river
and harbor improvement will scarcely
oosi jess, though the nexi Congress will
nol be called on 1o enuct a river and
harbor bill. It is obvious under present
conditions that expenditures are not
in the aggresate, even in
detalls, to curtalled, The
iry simply mare
How T

The imminent fiscal dlemma of the
Government s certain 1o bring about
renewal of the tarlff reform agitation,
The stand-patiers must either give way
and consent to lower schedulea on such
articies as siecd Yz and hides, for ex-
ample, resalting In importat
and consequent improved JOnue
they musi devise some other plan
Alling the treéasury. The only other
plan §s an internal revenue fax. In re-
ducing the tax on beer after the Span-
Ish war 5000000 per annum
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off, and $20000.008 Tfrom tobacco alone. |

No doubt our public-spirited citlzens
who congregate around the beer halls
and settle questions of state nould be
willing for the brewers and tobacconis!s
to contribute, geasrousiy to the public
revenues if the cost to the consumer
was ol incronsed; but the brewers and
the tobacco trust would want to have
pomething to say about thal, and they
mre the kind of people the stand-pat-
ters usually lisien to must attentively,
Il beer and tobacco are 10 be taxed,
our fingricial troubles will be over for a
time. and the tari need not dls-
turbed, except for reasons of sound gen-
eral policy; If they are not to be taxed,
the tartf! must be changed. The stand.
patters are going to have something to
worry them when the proposed special
arsgion of Congroess convenes next Fall

be

SLAVES OF THE LAMP.

Tt is o frequent obssrvation that any
man ence A Tallroad man is alwaye &
galiroad man. The rush and vitality of
the business, the sense of being part
and parcel of the whole enormous en-
terprise. the big scale of the work and
dts engrossing Intares!, the feeling of
Com P Im an army of employes,
the responsibility. from small begin-
nings to great endings—all of it ani-

mates men in their various degrees, un- |

tll & easte, & brotherhood, has been

Away from bome they need no grips
mystic signe. Infalllbly each rec-
ogniges each HBadges and uniforms
mre for outsiders: in the inner circle
they are not required. A langusge has
ween gradually formed which all speak,
East and Wesl.
ery natursily, on this basis is bullt
of sacrefiness. of being
the temple. Sometimes this

§E3RE.
e

L3O |

ithe $24.000,000, |
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many |

these men s In the great Babyion that
they have built. Let the mnation keep
hands off: leave It to us is the idea
underiyving half the opposition o the
President’s Rate-Making Commission.

Our friends the conductors (whose
presence is of greas Interest to all, as
we hope it = a pleasure Lo them) ulter,
In their corporale capacity, the same
melody, Of course, It Is entirely genu-
ine with them, the outecome of life and
beilef shared with the whole body pol-
itle of the rallroad service, from pres-
idents downwards. Equally, of course,
It s intensely a class utterance. The
public admits all they say of the sy=-
tem which has been developed, nnd of
which they form part—that it is buge.
complex, delicate. They know that to
disturt . itw equiilibrium s most dan-
gerous. Bu! they refuse o look on
it as something apart from and higher
than the Nation [tself. They regurd it
& a creatlon of and tributary to the
Natlon. Therefore, the pressing gques-
tion is if It Is nesdful now 1o introduce
2 #till stronger check In the operation
of the greatl machine, o reaspert: orig-
ina] powers. On tha! matter the public
| I= seeking evidence of rallrond men and
others, Opintons may be useful, but
they cannot alwass be suffered to de-
Chde,

Ne stamps should be |

FAIR WILL BE COMPLETE

Portland is ready for the Lewis and
Clark Fair Those timid souls who
feared in the beginning that the ander-
taking was oo much for the city and
state are now the boldest advertisers
snd loudest proclaimers of the merits
of the magnificent undertaking. It bas
grown under thelr eyes to be a splen-
did creation of unexpected bheauty—a
great monument to the artistic genius
and the Anancial enterprise of the pro-
molers,. Nothing s wanting 1o please
the eye. to instruct the Intelligence or
to sult the requirements of the most
modest pocketbook. The bicoming days
of Spring unfold a picture of splendor
tha! even the mosl daring hinagination
& year ago would not have ventured to
palnt. No ane who goes to the grounds
ofTer reasonable coriticism for
feature of the Exposition I is
ohvious the most casual
it i to be complete (o the mmallest de-
All the expedience gained in pre-
Expositions haz been  concens
trated here in o successful endeavor
bulid n F that would be
please every visitor from any
| world, whether he has or has not
| seen other Fairs. 1f this seems exirav-
| agant langunge, one has but Lo makes o
shart journey out the grounds
tearn that it is the truth, but not
whole itruth,

Sixtesn days remain before the open-
ing of the Exposition, A brief survey
of the situalion shows, firsi, and most
important, that the Falr will be ready;
and, second, that Portland s ready. It
has been & source of no | wWOorry
horetofore as 10 what we are going to
| do secommodate the muititude of
visitors, It is admittedly true that our
hotel accommodations—that ix O -
mercial hotels—are inadeqpate But a
greal number of jodging-houses have
been built. In the viclnity of the
grounds many (smporary hotels, with
satisfactory quarters, have bheen erect.
ed Rooms can easily oblained In
all paris of the clty. Accommodation
bureaus have been established for as-
| ignment of visitors (o quarters of
every desirable kind Application at
any of these places will settle the room
'qua.-.!'.mu for Aany anxious npewcomer
without any trauble whalever Res-
taurants have sprung up everywhers;
some of them permuanent, others tem-
porary, SBireel-car facllities huve been
much improved, The whole question of
qu ers for all who come has been,
The Oregonlan thinks, fully solved

It ix the testimony of pre-Exposition
vigitors that there in Poartland
“BEouging To b« the
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The person of modest means »ho comes
here with a purposs of sesing many
things will find that be can make a
very little money go a long way, 10
he wants brolled chicken, trufes and
custard ple three times & day, he will
have to pay for them: but he should
Portland always was 3 place where an
adegunte meal could be obtalned for
o0 cents, even for 25 cen's, and s0 it
will doubtless be for the ensuing &ix
mon il

These things are said for the benefit
of those persons oytside of Portland
who siill have their doubts. They
Lake The Oregonian’s word for it
from Juns 1 to October 15 i
worth thelr ey ALY
Lewis and Clar and that
will be disappointed through
preparation on June 1. The
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| hopes, (00, thal #very person in hrégon |

who can tome W Portland on June i
will be bere, =0 that -he may return
home and inform his friends an@ neigh-
bors of the compieted magnificence of
the grent Lewis and Clark. Exposition

FARMERS AND A FTLAX MiLL.
it is unfortunate that the bull
a fex mill in the Willametites Valley
must be delayed n few years longer,
but, perhape, all things considered, It
is better s0, The difficully seems Lo be
that the farmers do nol engage in flax-
growing to such an exient as Lo supply
the necesaary materfal, and there being
no establigshed supply of flax, manufac-
| turers will not come here to bulld a
miil. On the other hand, the farmers,
| seeing mno certain market for thelr
product, will not displace their grain
ficide with fields of flax. Many of the
| Oregon farmera <came from Missouri,
and they are walting 1o be shown that
| there is a greater profit in flax than In
the crope they are now growing.
Oregonians have the repuilation of
being conservative, and are often
charged with being loo slow Lo embark
in new enterprises that involve some
degree of risk. 1t is this spirit of con-
servatism—the inclination 1o travel in
beaten paths—that causes farmers to
| hesitate Lo give as many acres to flax
| a8 the flax-growing promoters would
wish. Willamette Valley capitalists are
not investing thelr money in linen mills,
| and farmers are pot giving their felds
to the production of flax
But it is not intendad Lhat this situ-
ation shall put an end te the produc.
tion of Sax for fiber in the Willameite
Valley. The Southern Facific, which
some time ago manifestad Interest In
the enterprise by sending an agent to
Salem to investigate the situation, hus
made a reduced rate on flax fiber from
the Coast to Bastern manufacturing
points, and i is expected that by this
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thread, twine. towels, etc., and then
Zhipped back and sold to Willamatte
Valley consumers, they will begin to
see that the manufactured products can
be turned gut of Valley mills and the
donbie freight charge be saved.

No gquestion whatever exisis as to the
quality of flax fiber produced in West-
ern Oregon. Repeated experiments have
shown that the quality i¢ unsurpassed.
There I& some doubt In the minds of
men whe have idle money whether It
will pay to undertake the manufacture
of linen products In Oregon, Tt will
take some time to seitle this point, but
soon or late the facts and figures will
bring about the building of linen mills,
With water power going to waste, with
fertile fields yot uncieared, with a grow-
ing population seeking employment and
creating a larger demand for manufac-
tured goods, thers can be no other oul-
come. The day may be distant, but the
time will come when Oregon will point
to her fax fields and her linen mills
with the same pride that she points
to her hopyards. Ther wiil furnish
profitable employment for men, women
and children, and add each year thelr
proportion (o the growing wealth of
the state

SAME OLD TACTH'S,

News dispatches from Lewiston indi-
cate that the rallrond combine which
has throttled trade In the North Pacific
slates Is making an effort (o head off
the proposed Independent line from
Lewiston to Grangevilie, Great excite-
meént s reported In the Panhandle
melropolis, and real estate is booming
In anticipation of something that s
supposed to be about to happen  To
the pacple who have followed the meth-
ods of the ralironds on slmilar occasions
In the past it dors not appear that there
Is any immediate necessity for becom-
ing excited The irick of throwing
surveying parties in the fleld
purpose of forestalling some enterprise
hostile to their Interests Is an
with the rallroads,
it in all parts of the Pacific Northwest
and on at least occasio
made It sufficiently effective
Portland's pilans for reaching
irade field of the Nehalem

The action of the Northern Pa
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immediately a i
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cheéck the movement |t
independent line, and It
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the old bluff with & surveving
Neither 1= the act of dusting
outl the cobwebs and cleaning the puint-
work on the Northern Pacific st T
J. M. Hannaford a strong |
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and if the management of the Northemn
Paclfic had any immediate desire (o g
Inte the Snakes River sisambeal
they would simply resort to thelr Ta
e “strong-arm” methods and mak
O R & N, steamers deliver the
to the Northern Paclfic, with no
tiong asked and no back talk Li=d
This raliroad "bluffing™ in the Lewlis-
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stage several years ago, when the O
RE. & N, followed the surveying d=coys
with graders, rockmen and
gangs. No freight has yvel been hauled
oul over Lhe grade they made

and if the Lewiston
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| ten to the song of the Northern Pacifie
siren unti! their own project was aban- |

doned, L may be
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many vears befare the
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Rallroads
about three deep In many
the Pacifie Northwest if the rails
been put down wherever the
ran their lines and set thalr stakes
surveying and more consiructi
in the Tdaho countiry, and also
1 Oregon, would be more encoursg-
Ing 1o those “hottied-up™ districts
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GERMANY DEMANDS RECIPROCITY,
Delightful, Indeed,

dition of trade in this

couniry Iif we

our

eign buyers without
buying anything

the
from

of
Under

necessily

them

| such conditions we should soon individ-

usily and be in
wealth, and the old slogan, “Unclie Sam
is rich enough to give us all & farm.™

vollectively reveling

us all & bank ™

condition will
reason that if we
o the foreigner without
taking some of his producis in ex-
changs, It is only a question of time
antil his buying power is exhausted and
he censes 1o be & customer. We have
not actually refused to buy goods from
some of our best foreign customers, but
in meny cases we have erecied a good
strong tariff barrier, which ha: made
it muoch more difficalt for them to en-
ter our markets as sellers than It is for
us to get into their markeis,

enough o give
Utoplan trade
exisy, for the

tinue (o sell

never

cone-

A case in point which i= attracting |

conslderable attention at this time on
account of the threatened reprisals of
the forcign bayer i8 that of Germany
Our producers and manufacturers have
had & pretty free rein in that country.
the tariff. where any is levied, being of
very modest proportions, Under such
conditions it is not sorprising to learn
through the Depantment of Commerce
and Labor that our export trade 1o
Germany has been IDCreasing more rap-
}dly than that of any other country do-
ing business with the Vaterland, The
department’s figures show that our ex-
ports to Germany have rizen from ¥M.-
551000 in 1890 to $IXR 414,000 in 1903, &n
increase of 135 per cent. The nearest
approach t%o this gain was made by
Russia, which is credited with & per
cent increase in that period.

But while we were scoring this 135
per cent increase in exports the prin-
ciple of reciprocity was working so
badly that our imports from Germany
showed an Increase of bul 1I per cent,
and amounted to only one-half as much
as the export, while Russis, pursuing a
more liberal policy, showed an increase
in !mports from Germany of M per
cent. The imports into Germany from
the United Kingdom showed a decrease

the {

They have worked |

! method for

enjosed the privileges den

bridge |

| of the
would be the con- |

| that

| University

which will give the Germans easler ac-
cefs to our markets.

,Of course, It may be afgued that the
Germans did not buy anything from
us except commodities of which they
were in need. Egually true It might be
siald that we would have purchased
more from the Germans had [t been Lo
our advanlage to de so, This, however,
does not maks it clear that a slight re-
adjustment of tariff charges tending
more toward a reciprocal basis might
nol be 1o our advantage. Our milllons
of consumers might find it profitable to
purchase more German wares If tariff
conditlons were easler, and. in turn,
Germany would have more money to
spend for American produocis

The official figures show that In 15903
we sold Germany S$SEIZA14.000 worth of
goods, and for the same period par-
chased from that country bot $i1l.-
826000 worth With thia balance of
trade of more than $110,000,000 per year
against them, it is not to be wondered
al that the Germans are scowling over
the muatier and threatening retalintion
untess we practice a mild degres of
reciprocity

The young men and women who are
preparing to be graduated from the col-
leges of Oregon next month should
spend some of their lelsure moments

absorbing the spirit of a comment made |

by the Saturday Evening Post upon one
danger of college education. The Post
sayw that "If, while getting the educa-
tion, the youth gets also social gnoh-
bishness, he or she goes forth the worse
for college and a force for evil.” That
young man has aiready passad the day
of usefulness who looks with contempt
upon the Inborer, who works with his
hands. That young woman is still
densely ignorant of the highest duties
of life if her education causes her to sit
in ldieness In ‘the parlor while her
mother tolls in the Kitchen. A snob of
the most disgusting type is he who
makes a display of his learning for the
mere purpose of gratifying hils vanity
Work with the mind is
as any If it be honest and useful,
it Is more honorable than bonest
usefu] work with the hapnd. Don't
an intellectual pescock

LiTs ]

be

The
our

anliquated navigation lawe of
country prevent Americans {rom
Iincressing our merchant marine by the

methods in vogue In Germany, England |
and other eniightened countries which |

are foremost in the ocesan-carrying
At the same time storms, fire
and other disasiers help some, and our
feet is growing. ~ About a month ago
the British steammship Peconle, which
ecked on Lhe Allaniic Coast,
WaR given American reglster, and now
the owners of the German ship Colum-
bla, which was dismpested and towed
Victoria almost a total wreck a
two ago, will coavert her Into
A barkentine and ask for American reg-
2ome day we shall awaken
that this s a foollsh and slow
sevuring American ships
on awakening, we shall buy ships
from: the foreign yards, and pu

lrade.
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the American ﬁnx over them and =ge- |
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The e

in

tlon of Secretary of Buste
bar sending vonspicuous
he foresl five law throughout the statls
i# timely and commendable. The prop-
erly through the
burning of sinshings each year amounts

Mmany dollnrs This vear
thers is a special reason why extraor
dinary care should be exercissd in pre-
venting this nalsance There will be
thousands of people here from all prrts
of the United States, and they will be
hers In the gresatest numbers in what
i= usually Known as the smoky season
They will be deprived of the sight of

notices of

josE

L thou=and

one of the chief attractions of the trip |
acrosg the continent if their view of our |

magnificent mountain and river scenery
= obscured by Lthe heavy smudge of the
fire. This s o matter in which

forest

every cvitizen of the Northwest ought (o4

take a personal interest. and If due
care s exercised old Mount Hood and
her sister peaks will be visible in all of
Ltheir glory throughoutl the =eason

It i# obvious from the official r
Portinnd Open-Alr Sanatorium
beneficent work ts being
number of patiepts = so
the facilliiea are overiaxed, and
the financinl struin j2 8o heavy that &
deficit must be met, It Is probable,
deed, thut the generosity of the public
must be depended on for an Indefinite
time Lo carry on this humane

that a
The

done

in-

prise
on worthy objects,
not complain if they
thelr bounty |s
The record =t

s0 that they wlill
Judiciously dizposed
the Eanatoriom is
derful, Cures of tuberculosis have been
effected, Many patients have been lm-
proved, and all have been made to feel
that the world Is not so hard-hearted
after all, and cares a great deal what
is done for its invallds,
———————

Arthur J. Collier, a graduate from the
of Oregon in the class
1885, is one of Lhe writers of a bulletin
just jssued by the Department of the
Interior setting forth the progress of
investigutions on the mineral resources
of Alaska. Mr, Collier, who was a pro-
fessor in Portland University and Wil-
lamette University from 1885 to 1900,
has been oonnected with the United
States Geological Burvey since 1M1, and

has renderad the Government valeable |

service during his four years' work in

| Alaska. Oregon is pleased to see her

college men succeed, and feels a just
pride in their achlevements.

Ban Francisco s expecting a call
from a Japanese third-ciass crulser,
which has been scouring the Pacific In
quest of prey, and, ke the Russian
cruiser Lena, s supposed to be In need
of fuel and repaira. If the Lewls and
Clark Falr management could extradite
this pair of fighters and anchor them
off the Fair grounds this Summer, they
would prove atiractlons which, just at
this time, would put the star feature of
the Trall ‘way 1o the bad.
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NOTE AND COMMENT.
Often the first step tn divorce procéed-
Ings Is the mrrlm_

Herbert Croker is sald to bave been
“traveling for his health™ Travels that
include stop-over privileges at booze and
oplum jointa can bhardly be regarded as
tdeal from a health standpoint.

The Argonaut says that in ltaly, when-
ever & famous criminagl trial Is on, the
newspapers take sides vielenlly, search
for evidence, and acsume all the preroga-
tives of the court. That they are even
more sensational than the American preds
in this regard ls (ndicated by the fact
that Itallans resding accounts of grest
casés In the American papers are always
struck with the moderation of tone shown,
and wonder how it |s that Americans take
so littde interest in what interests the
whole worki., “The AmeTiCans are a great
people,” say the Itallans, “but coid; they
don't warm o their owm crimin-
als!™"

It would be worth while to learn [alian,

even

WHAT THE ORIENTAL WAR HAS TAUGHT
The Bayonet Restored as & Uwefnl Wenpon—Ii
and Hrpieae—Eleven-Tneh Gane In Slege Operations.
Major Lissak, U. & A. in Harpers Weekiy.

mproved Sanfiation

i= the first great war fought with
arms, and military men every-
where wil] search its records to leam
from them the lessons they have (o
teach. The cihanged condifions and their
he conduct of this war will

our knowledge of details is In no
way sufficiently complete to provide the
data for the formation of a finel judg-
ment. enough may be gathered by care-
ful sslection from official reports. from
the letters of correspondents. and . from
obmervers returned from the field to per-
mit us to Judge to a certain extent of the
effect of modern appliances on the con
duct of the war and to draw tentative
conclush ms to what the future will

just to read more sensational ert 1
wtories than appear In the American press.

Two Kansas City people have been mar-
ried three times and divoreed twice, Up to
date the pursons are ahead of the lawyers
in number of fees, If pot in amount

The lialian government is watching” an
art Eallery which Connolsseur J.
Pherp, Morgan has cast his eye. An Italian
law forbids ‘the exportation of certain
works of art, bt the government prob-
ably thinks that J. Plerp. might get the
tredasures, return them he di4 the
Ascoll cope and obtain another decoratiom.
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John Lane, writing In the Out-
“Why do all the big shops
for the destruction of the pub-
liv, those tall, ayiphlike creatures who
MRoat about like denizens of u higher
sphere in their, wonderful biack satins?
They serious unbending race to
whom things are hecoming. Why
merciful and employ s dumpy
for daompy customera?™’ Customers
usunlly like to be led into temptation,

and *hir plaint 8 guite by Itself.
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A cabinétmaker, It
Antwerp,

Is roported from
enraged at finding
that & lotters ticket which he had used
as a pipe-light had gsineéd a prize that
his ¢hild’s throat and drowned
hims=elf in g canal. From this we learn
that ane should never:
First—Buy a lottery ticket,
Sacond—Burn a loltery tickel
Third—Win a loitery prize
Fourth—Give way 1o plgue,
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he cut

An exciting news item says that the
City of Vienna hax established a phyto-
puthologics! institute for the study of

| diseases of plants They might begin

upon the municipalitis evident In Chi-
cago's ttreet-car plant,
WEX. J.

Why Japan Fighus.

Ku Hung Ming, a Chinese writer, in an
articie on the moral causcs of the Russo-
Japanese War, in the Japan Mail, saye:

“In short, to put the truth in Its truest
and broadest wense, the real jssue of the
Far Eastern question, the great cause for
which, as I have sald, the whola Jap-
anese npation bas been making sacrifices
and are now fighting, !s to make the Bu-
ropeané  with their greater physical
sirength, the European natisns with the
might of their gunboals, machine guns
and lyddite shells; to make them recog-
nige and treat men whom they call Asiat-
ice am brothers, or, as Her Imperial

. the Empress Dowager of China,
put it, a8 members of ane family, all one
family! In fact, bere you have the true
real lssue of the Far Eastern question.
Until the Buropean nations, until thoss
who are responsidle to God for the gov.
ernment of Buropean natlons, bring about
sach a state of affairs (hat those
poans who are allowed to come to
and Japan, recognize and treat men
they eall Asiaties as brothers,
baving #qual rights before God
morsl law; until then and not before
can the Far Eastern quesmtion be
factorily solved.”

In Doubt in Alabama.

Mobile Register,
The Montgomery Journal poses
when it asks whether we think George
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develop. The war thus far has over-
turned some of the ideas almost univer-
sally beld by military men. has confirmed
others, has revived some. and has
brought forward new application= or new
jdeas which are regarded with the great-
cst Interest.
- - -

Perhaps tha most complete overturming
of a well-fixed bellef that this war has
brought aboug & In the matter of the
bayonet, which had come to be conaid-
erod an obsolete wenpon, and had lost its
true characier as an adjunct to the gun
whose parposs was o convert the gun
into a plke. It had become a tool of gen-
eral utility for cutting meat and saplings
and digging entrenchments, and was al-
tached to the gun principally as the most
convenient means of carrying i1, and that
it might be there for use a8 a bayonet In
the very few emergencies that were ex-
||;n-rt?d to require such With the
| Increase in the power and accuracy and
quickness of fre of the soldier’s rifle
batties wore expectsd to be decided nt
long ranges, and it was thought that
hand-to-hand conflicts between the com-
batants woull be of such rare occur-
reace that special provision was pot
needed for them. But in the war in Man-
churia there have been many conflicts
with the bayonet, and indeed It may be
inferred that jn more thsn one Instance
these conflict=s were the decisive events
in the battie. In the defense of Mukden
the last paint held by the Rusalans was
the celebrated Putllof@ Hill, so  called
after the Russian colon#l who led the
gallant charge by which the hill was re-
captured from the Japanese in the flrst
daya of the defense of Mukden  After
the recapture by the Russians, which
was not sccompllahed at the first effort
and during the twenty days of fighting
charge aftdr charge was made by the
Japanese, In one duy as many as {our
| The ftutility of the charges by day soon
taught the Japaneses that their only hope
lay in sttacks by night, for It was only
at night that they oould come Into suffi-
clently close contact with the enemy
| hope 1o dislodge him. One result of thess
close combats. we are informed. was the
| trequent mistaking of friend for foe. and
hoth sides Incurred large loeses from this

PITLS When the Japanese finally re.
| guined possession of the bill there had
fallen around it more men than were o
by both sides during Lhe whole of
Boer war

A= It was= Muokden, =so |t
previously at Liko-Yang, where
sistance of the Russians at those
held mast stubbamly by them was
came by the hand-to-hand attacks= mads
by the Japanese ap night

The quick-firing, lomg-rangs rifle, there-
fore, makes short-range batties
the amount of fighting by night
establishes the bayonst a= 2
WEdpOn.
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The enarmous lomies . hattle
seemingly total disreguard of
on the part of the gene
in their endeavors to &
pases of the campalgns.
comment. The circumstances attending
the war are of such a nature as to re-
quire Japan 1o push the fighting with all
possibie snergy. 50 as not to give her
hage opponent time to gather and to for-
ward to the seat of war a preponderating
number of (roops, In thi= way Japan
overcomes the disparity between herself
and Russia in size and resources, and It is
this consideration probably that leads her
generals to Lthrow line after line of troops
agninet entrenchments and the sirongest
fortifications, regardiess of the human
mcrifice involved. It may wel! be doubted
whether the people of the Western na-
tlons, particularly the Engllsh and Amer-
jcans, would uphold thelr generals who

THE PORTLAND PRIMARIES.

Fool Theories Don’t Count.

Vancouver Independent

Mayor Willlums, of Portland, now i
| year®s of age., was renominated jast Satur-
day., which shows the people of Portland
do not take much stock in Dr. Dsler's
theory, that n man has reached his best
at ¥ and should be put out of exist.
ence at &,

and the
human |life
als of both sides
omptish the pur-
call for special

Sure (o Be Willlams.

Forest Grove News.

There was no great surprise at the re-
sults of Portland's primary election.
Everybody, exeept the other candidates,
seemod to know that it would be Willlams
agaln, notwithstanding page after page of
newspaper space was used to exploit tha
greatne=s gof his opponents.

Want a Big Man.

Pllot Rock EBecord.

Oregon's “grand old man," Georgs H.
Willlams, was nominated for Mayor of
Portland at the Republican primaries held
in that city last Saturday. His nomina-
tion Indicates the desire on (he part of
Portland people to have 2 blg man at
the head of thelr municipal government
during the Lewis and Clark Fair. Mr.
Willlams has been Mayor of Portland for
the past thres years and his administra-
tlon ha= been in keeping with the wishes
of the majority.

Muzzle the Politician.

Pendleton East Oregonlan.

8o far as the reports come from Port-
land everybody Is satisfled with the
primary law. It seems to have given the
satisfaction that its advocates ecxpected
It to give, and 1t is hoped that it Is not

purity in nominations and elections Poli-
ties is all rvigt, but In heaven's name

ta |

points |

nilght be responsibie for soch great losges

| as are Indicated in the dispatcies received
from Manchuria. It is in regard, how
ever, (o ithe numbers engaged apd the
| pumbers lost that the disvaiches are the
most misleading, and it may be well to
await confirmation before belloving that
167,00 Hussinns, of the 3000 reported an
enguged In the battle of Mukden, were
Rilied or wounded or takea prisoners, In
our Civil War General Granl was severe-
Iy criticised for the large losses suffercd
by the Union troops In the battles of the
Wilderness, The orders attack issued
by Lord Roberts, in the jatter part of the
; Boer wur, are sald to buve contained the
| words, “If this be possible without heavy
lom™ Yet In oelther of Lhess instances
did the losses approach any such percent.
aAge ar & reported W several battles of
the present war, and, In  addition, the
Civil War had been ln progress for three
years when the Battle of the Wiidernens
was foughi the latter part of the
Boer war after two Sears of
fighting.
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We will read with Intercat of the revival
of thut anclent weapon of war, the hansd-
ETen which ! by bhoth
Rusesit and Japa eat
cumpaigns: and. with e . of
the uwsa of a2 more modern
rather, ancient device
"Rerve 1 3 purTOED,
smull portable shields=
which the Japaness cul
tanglements in 3 Ruszinn
fortifications with comparatively [lttia
sxpomure of themael

The great all-embracing lesson tn ba
learned from the war new Jes-
san, but one never befars so sfrongly
emphoasized, may be summed up in the
one word reparation.”™
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[Tt:n ong thing noticeable was the public-
[ty miven to the several candidates and
to the principles for which they atood.
Newspaper publicity becpms more thin
ever a factor in setting out the views of
the contestants for civic honors, The
fight was evidently opcn and above board
and the perople had a falr re In deter-
mining the issuss upon which the cam-
palgn was made

All 1= Harmony.

Gervais Star,

Direct primary wns tesied fa Portland
Saturday and proved [ts ability to astand.
Something ke %00 votes wara cast and
the winning candidate received JIWR,
against whirh was a combined wvota of
over @08 cast for all other Republican
candidates. In this instance thers were
six candidates, and esch one considersd
he had a good show. No candidata wma
thrust upon ths common mass of voters,
he had & group of aix ahle candidates Lo
choose from and he did so. The result
demonstratez no hard feelings and all is
harmony and the chosen candidates will
be elected.

Never Shirks His Duties.

Gervais Star

Mayor Willlams has been nominated
agsin for Mayor of Portland. There Is
no question about his election. To hawe
witnessad the nomination of some of the
men who coms forward for that very
office would have been & shame. Mayor
Wihllams has the high regard of all men
{ throughout the mtate, and while he Is
well along in wears, vet he has great
ability and anergy and stamina enough Lo
speak oat plain upon any and all subjects
where pinin speech = needed. We have
naver seen him shirk the duty call or op-
poss honest will or thwart honest em-
deavar.

Pilan Entitled to Praise.

La Grande Chromicle.

The employment of the direcl primary
method of nominating candldates for of-
fice in Portland seems to have worked
mtisfactorily. The pian has demonstrat-
ad that the power of the political boss is
on the glimmer. And that is what the
direct primary law was constructed for.
The Australlan ballorL reformed the traffie
in votes: now the direct primary cuts tha




