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A PITEIFUL PLEA.

The sintement of the Standard Ol

Company, through fts chief solicitor,
publighed today, ix not an answer Lo

the charges againet g,
pien in avoldancs It got rebates as
long as It eould; for in the early time
rebates were not forbiddem by law
Through this system it crushed every
competitor, and made for its members
the coloesal fortunes they hold. The
practice was defllcient in every alement
of moralliy. Are men, o be free, mor-
ally, to do whatever the law does not
forbid? Not while they keep the booty
"Can one he pardoned and retaln the
offence ™

Thers has heen gttempt to justity and
to sanctify every great wrong on this
=mame ground, It was pieaded for slav-
ery. It is pleaded everywhere for op-
pressive preacription. To come down
&t once to an (ligstration right here at
home, we find men who have geized the
streets of this city for operation of car
lines, for the use which they pay
nothing, have pald nothing., y=t clatm a
vested right, of indefintte extent. Some
pereon now clatms the sole right to sall
salt in Cuba, under a “franchiss™ ob-
tained two hundred years ngo.

Bueh transxctions, in themselves and
in their resyits, mre all Immoral., They
are on a level with the transactions of
the glave trade: and the foriunss have
the same basis

The loght = this: “A while ago steal-
fng was vory general and we stole. We
are entitled (o eredit for being the
ETEAler And more successfal thievea ™

The other excuse that the Standard
Ol Company (¢ not engaged, a= & com-
pany, In the gallroad busineas and does
not contral the principal raflroads of the

hut mer=ly a

of

couUniry, ar any of them, is as disin-
Btnuols af the preceding plea that 1t
had 2 right to be a robber, through

rehrtle=s, becaune the
b 1 Standard Ol magnates operate in
raliroad affairs on their Individual se-
eount, and the vast power thut the
wenith  they have acquired through
Siandard (1 glves them enables them
ic control policy of great rafiroads
The whole of this plea is a pititul one
Furh plea can have no standing In mor-
als, In' honesty or in honor, It I8 a
#tpdisd offort 1o make black white.
foul falr, Nobody tan be decelved by it.
-

THE HAILWAY HATE FROBLEM.
Whaether or not Congress should take

rallway rates iz point gravely under
dispute among disinterested observers.
That it ought to make and enforee
siringent rules against rebates nobody
qusstione. But If It shall underinke to
establish’and enforce unlform rates por
mile, for the whole couniry, what
would be the consequances”

No one can say, fully:
in traffic conditionn is real, and canpnot
be overcome by law, Wauler transpor-
tation will pot conse 1o expri Influence.
Fuel, grades, widely different cost of
construction and of aperation In vari-
ous jocalities, volume of traffic and
many other factors, cannot be ignored
Reasor there le, therefore, to belleva
thet if flat and Invariable rules and
rates wers established and enforeed
grautar avils would arise than prevail
under the present railway policy of fix-
ing charges on actuel traffic conditions.
In comslidering thix subject the Inter-
state Commeree Commibs#ion, in a re-
port made a short time ago, sald: “"Uni-
form wates per mile on all
any distance would arbitrarily Hmit
commerce 0 sections and greatly re-
strict production ™

Prasident Hadley, of Yale University,
whose work on “Rallway Transporia-
tion™” and contributions to megazine: on
rallway problems take foremost rank
in the Mtérature of this question, has
un articie o page In length in the Bos-
lan Teanacript, in which he attempis
6 show that uniform rates cannot
galely be preecribed by act of Congress,
mor by & commission acting under its
suthority. So many are the factors, so
Vvarious are Lhe conditions, 60 numerous

inw did pot forbid

upon itsell the regulation of interstate |

for differencs |

traflic for |

#re the technical lssues involved, that
no juw could cover the whole. and no
commission acting under specific law,
hinding it to the principle of unlform
rates, could do Justice 1o the parties
copeerned. What President Hadley rec-
ommends s the creatlon of special
rallway courts with power to hear and
to decide gquestions arising In different
localities, upon thelr lctmlm 1o
be ascertained from examina the |
specinl conditlons pertalning to each
locallty. What would be reasonable for
each would thus be evalved: for it is

some Government ald for our Pprtland
waterways., The Ledger, which is so
well pleased over the results attendant
on the “expenditure of a large sum of
money by the Pederal Government In
the impréovement of the olty water-
way,” should in (uture refraln from us-
kind comment whenever a modest ap-
propriation is made by the Government
for the Columbia River. The Federal
appropriations for enlarging Tecoma
harbor benefit no one but the proparty-
owners of the Cily of Destiny. Appro-
priations of Lhe Port of Portland and

cvertain that rates that would be r
able in one section would mol be rea-
sonable In another, Therefore Presl- |
dent Hadley holds that Congresa should |
not undertake (0 prescride rates nor
suthorize the Intersiate Commission
to do =0, bhui should create & court or
system of courts Lo iry causes, on the
principle of sscertaining what wouald
be reasonable under the actual condl-
tions of traffic in separate localitles
But all discrimination should, of pourse.
be prohibited.

CONTRACTORS AND THE PUBLIC.

The public has recently been getilng
& vast amount of Instructive informa-
tion about the devious ways of com-
tractors. Two partners fall out and Al
the court records with demaging dis-
closures as (o the Port of Portland dry-
dock contract. An uulm'upulouu firm
violates the terms of 1 sewer conlract-
lore” pool, and the shocking condition
of the Tanner-Creek sewer Is as a x\-»!
sult disclosed 10 the amazed AXPEyers
Somebody gets mad becauss the n!d'
game of holding up the city by falme
measurements In cement work s
blocked by an honest Clty Engineer,
and we are threatened with interesting
revelations as to Bow the First-street
bridge conirsct was procured. The
Morrison-strest bridge s bufit with
sorupulous reference to the interests
and tonvenlenre of o strest Tallway
company, a8t wWhat appeared to be a
viry reasonable figure. Buat when the
bill for extras comes Lo be examined,
It is found that u mosi outrageous mar-
gln of profit heas been added.

These are (he things thal we know
about some city contvacts. How many
things have been done that we do mot
Enow about and may never know ? How
long have these methods been In vogue™
How extensive s the conspiracy to
pluck the cliy st the expense of the
complalsant taxpayer? What deals
| have alwaya been moade in strest. in
paving, sewer, sidewalk, bridge and all
sorts and descriptions of work that the
city must pay for? What schemes have
been winked at by grafting officials to
procure & fat portion of the taxpayers’
money for the favorites of & political
maechine? How many ordinances have
been tinkered with so that one firm of
contractors ®hail have the sxclusive
right to bid for the paving of a1 street
by & proprietory article to which it
holds exclusive petent? How and why
was this done™ For whose benefit?

It has always been =0 In Portland
The streets have been given away
without remuneration of any kind to a
streel railway company that tears them
up when it pleases and pots them down'
when and how it pleases. Penaities
have almos! never besn enforced for
lapses in finishing any publik contract,
or for a fallure to perform It In Tigid
accord with the specifications. Any-
body does whatever he pleasas with his
sidewalk. until, indeed, a public-spirited
voluntéer body takes hdid of the abuse
and requires » partia! observance of the
law. Billboards of the most offensive
description offend the vision In every
direction, and when a ery for reform
goss up the City Councli replles that a
property -owner may do what he plepses
with his own. So he may, but the Clty
Coupcil mey neveriheiess fix a lcense
fee for the ublquitous  billboard that
will at least partially recompense the
indignant taxpayer for the defacemant
of the landscape and the disfigurement
of buildingse. Buiiding contractors AN
the streets with thelr litter and the
pusser-hy can get along as best he may
The public be damned. 1t bas no rights
and lts only office s to pay—without
complaint, if possible, or In any event
to pay 'n full—the -ouunmus tribgte
that contractors of all kinds demand
and receive,

What Is going to be the end of 1T 1t
may be suspected that there will be an
end, because the late disclosures are
in themseives a sign of the times and
the city goverpment & In hands thuat
really desire reform, and will, it it can,
bring it aboul. The truth is unques-
tionably that these things have been
going on alwaye in Portland. The Jif- l
ference is now that everrbody knows
It where formerly few knew I

GOVERSMENT-MADE WATERWAYS,

The Tacoms Ledger makes extended
edltorial comment on the docking of &
large Britlsh bark at the foot of Fif-
teenth street. This Is well up in the
heart of the business district in that
city. and the depth of water necessury
to flont en iarge a carrier |e nearly
twenty feet at Jow tide. The Ladger ox-
plains thar “ihis has been made possi-
| ble only by the sxpenditure of a large
| sum of money by the Fedvral Govern- |

ment In the Improvemsnt of the clty |
"waterway.” Tacoma i= to be congratu-

Inted on her guccesa in pecuring from
the Federsl Government a sum of |
money largr enough to make & twenty- |
foot ship channel where farmerly no |
<hunpel of any depth existed. River
! and harbor appropriations are mades for
the purpose of facliitating commercs on
the waterways affected, and any legitl-
| mate improvement of this nature {s en-
titled 1o support of the Government. |

This 1= o polley that has always been |
advocated by The Oregonlan, regard-
less of the grogranhical location of the
waterway in need of Improvement. Un- |
fortunately for Portland, the Federal
Government steadlly refuses to appro- |
prigte large sume'® aor even small
sume, for Increasing the harbor aren of

Portiand, although the merits of the
Portland Improvement scheme are |
much sdperior (o those of Tacoma. |

The Port of Portland Commission and
the citizens of 1his port have heen
compelled 1o dredge out channels at
thelr own expense, not only in the im-
mediate harbor, but for the antire dis- |
tance between Portland and the sea. |
the Government refusing to assist. The |
shaliowest channels where work was
| needad in Portland harbor had from |
twelve (o twenty feet of water, and the
|con of increasing this depth was ae-
cordingly of moderale proportions

In Tacoma the greater .part of the
channel to Fiftesnth strest was dredged |
through tide flats which w bare at
low tide nothing bearing semblance nr
a channg] being in sxistence when the
work of dredging began. Portland is |
perfectly willing that the Federal Gov-
| arnment ahnil spend Isrge sums for im-
proving the waternays of Tacoma har-
bor, but we should be plesssd 1o have

the al ald recelved from the
Government for the Columbia River
not only help Portland, but are equally
beneficial Lo every producer In the Co-
lumbia basin Whenever Government
aid is sought for these projects, the
lLadger should in the future refrain
from “knocking”™

g

FADS IN EDUCATION.

It i# oniy by comparison that we come
to know and appreciate our blessings.
Take the public school system in Port-
land, for exampile, as administered by
our edacationul authorities from year
o year, and compare Il with that of
Greater New York. as shown in a re-
port recemily published. Our people
have at times and indesd not infre-
quently, seen, or thought they saw,
many things connected with the run-
ning gear of this system (o criticise
They have. for example, urged that
music, as engrafted upon the schools
and taught by teachers whose lnsiruc-
tion in thix science has been limited
to a few compulsory lessons, s worse
than & wsimple graft, gince It Iz more
than likely to substitute nassl tomes for
the natural volces of children, without
imparting any knowledge whatever of
the principles of music. It has been
further said that drawing as taught In
the grades represents In a Iarge ma-
Jority of cases time wasted. In support
of this contention it has been pointed
out that many a bey counts among the
assets of his achool life a dingy draw-
Ing-book, over which many hours have
been gpent, as a doubtful substitute for
knowledge of the fundamental roles of
arithmetic. Even now, so critical have
our peopie become In regard lp school
mansgement, we hear aimost dally of
school grounds kept green and Inviting
to the eye by compelling the children to
spend Intermissions tn school work, In
the basements, “In lne” and strictly
supervised as 1o whispering and play-
fulness of any kind by harried teach-
ere. Again, we have been told, in tones
hushed to a whisper lest commotion
should be ralsed aund troubléd ensue,
that certain teachers in the High School
are in the habit of giving private les.
eons al 31 per hour, during time In
which they are under pay by the dls-
trict, to puplls who are belng coached
for coliege examinations, and within
the past week mavage but subdued
growla have been uttered because of
the surraptitioos Introduction of eccle.
siasticimin by professional evangelists
into the High 8chool during time clas-
sified as & “study perfod.”

Bui let us not be unmindful of our
blessings. look at the reports that
come from New York City In regard to
the fads that have been folsted upon
the public schonls by that prince of
educational faddists, Willlam J. Max-
well, City Superintendent of Schoolsl
We have had many vexations, but cer-
tainly we have been spared some things
for which as champlons, patrons and
fupporters of the publlc schools we
should be duly thankful Studies o
hygienic cookery have been Introduced
ints the New York echools, and certaln
hours of specified days have been given
to them; washing has beeny taught, the
cleanest aproned lttie gir! in certaln
gradea being deputed to wash the dirty
aprom of the dirtlest. Nsatural history
Is studied at fArst hand, puplls being
required to bhring thetr pet animals to
school for this purpose. So successful
hss Instruction In this course proved,
it is said, that many children are now
able to tell & bulldog from an Angors
Ccat.

Incredible as it may seem, parenls
are not grateful for the learning ac-
quired in these and similar warys by
their chlidren at the public sxpense.
but actuslly complain of these things
ns “‘fads” of the meddlesome type and
deciare (In =ubdued t(ones, as become
subjects of an educational Csar), that
they prefer to have their children spend
the hours of the school day in aequir-
Ing the abllity to read Intelligently,
spell correctly, write legibly, and add,
subtract, multiply snd divide simple
numbers accurately, Huch parents are
the despair of the educational faddist,
or they would be, were bhe not absolute
master of the situation, It Is thelr
province to furnish chiidren for t(he
echools—his Lo experiment upon them.
This i» the relative position of par-
enis and educational faddists every-
where: but for the absence of soma
“festurss" that have betome a part of

the publle schonl course elsewhere, we |

may weil be grateful, Neat, well-kept
children do ngt, with us at least, have
to ran the risk of contracting infectious
diseases by clay modellng or by wash-
Ing the clothes of the mast untidy chil-
dren in thelr class, ax an object-lesson
in cleanliness. Nor do they have to
“do stunts” in alleged hygienic cookery
nnd brave dyspepsala or naussa by sam-
pling the messes concocted by them-
seives and others.

If, therefore, we cannot be realiy and
truly thankful for everything that we
have under the name of education, let
us at ieast be thankful for some things
that we have not

—

Youthfuiness sepme to be the prinel-
pal charge made against Joseph B,
Lindsley, cundidsnie for United States

| Attorney in the new district In Wash-

ington. It is also charged that he lncks
experience, While Lindsley has four or
five years ahead of him beéfore he |

reaches the Osier fimil, there is pothing
in his public career that would Indicate
that his age had in any manner handi-
capped him. As ene of the floor leaders
of the lower house In the last Wash-
ington Legislature and a very promi-
nent member of preceding sessions, he
displayed considerable tulent hoth In

committes work and on the fioor, There | doorway 1= as strange as anything in

18 a porsibility that the desire of some
one #ise for the position may be the
real réason for the protest against Mr.
Lindsley's appolntment

Richard Barry, in Colller's Weekily,
gives an account of the 1l-inch guns
used by the Japanese, and the effect of
thelr fire. The shell welghs 500 pounda,
and each discharge costs $3400. In ac-
tual use a shell is discharged on the
| average every eight minuies. Eightesn
of these thortars were in service at Port
Arthur A bombardment usually con-
tinues from four to six hours; so that a
six hours’ bombardment by these
eighteen mortars alone costs pearly
1525000, The Japancse saldiers call
these moriar® the "Osakn Habies ™ af.

ter the mame of the Jam arsenal
at Osaka. where they were made. It
was thess 1l-inch shells of which Qen-
eral Sioessel so repeatedly complained
during the closing days of the slegs of
Port Arthur. The same kind of mer-
tars were algo brought up and ussd
agslnst the Russian works on *Putlioff
and Novgorod Hills, fifteen miles south
of Mukden, snd forming the center of
General Kuroputkin's line befors Mar-
shal Oyama forced him to retreat to Tie
Pass. Each gun requires qn emplace-
mentl of concrete elght feet desp, to
hold it In position for firing and to
preven! wreck from the recoll
S—

The informetion bosrd that it is pro-
posed 1o establish In connectlon with
the Chamber of Commerce will no
doubt prove of practical value In the
development of the state. It will fur-
nish ready reference, $0 to speak., 1o
persons who come thither with the pur-
pose of making Oregon their home.
That Is to say, It will provide a “
where necessary (nformation as
business opportunitiss, profiss
openings, desirable farming and fruit

lands, etc., may be obtained without
experimental Journeyings sabout the
state, which necessarily Involve ex-

pense and lpes of thme. It will, more-
over, ahow au interest in newcomers
that 18 especially commendable, and
that persons coming nto & new com-
munity greatly appr te. The poliey
or disposition of Oregonlans has been
fo rest content in thelr own knowledge
of the specisl advantages that the state
offers to Industry, trade and develop-
ment. There has been no studied heg-
ject of sirangers, bul an indifference
that amounis to negiect has been oftan
noied. A step 1o overcome this is a
step In the right direction.

The profits of the tobacco trust laal
yYear were 322228182, and the institu-
tion is credited with a surplus of near-
iy $30.600.000. Now that “trust-bait-
Ing”" has become a favorite pastime, It
might ba a good plan to put the to-
bacco trust on the rack, Tobacco is
not one of the necessities of life, but
It 1= o universally used that the con-
sumers perbaps sho not be held up
and robbed by Lthe exorbitant demands
of the trust. This Is another of the
tariff-fed Infant industries which al-
ready does something more than sit up
and take notice. By hammering down
ihe price of the raw material &nad (n-
creasing that of the manufactured ar-
tiele, the tobaceo trust has an unbest-
able saystem for working "both ends
against the middle."

The Yaqui Indians are, terrorizing
the Mexicans and Texans again. A dis-

teh from Kl Paso states that a band
of fifty of these renegafdes are mur-
dering, pillaging and burming in the
Sonora country, and that peope are
leaving thelr farms and plantations
and going to the city for protection.
Twenty-five or thirty years ago, when
Indians were more ' plentiful and sal-
diers fewer In number, a band of only
fifty of the red devils would be
squelched in short order. The particu-
lar band of Yaguls that s now making
so much trouble has besn engaged in
the =ame pursult for many years, and
it would seem Lhat the date for their
extermination was slightly overdue.

———

May wheat in Chicage for a brief
period yesterday sold at a premium
of 3 cents per bushel over the July
option. The extraordinary condition of
the market, as reflected in this remark-
able “spread.” Is due to speculstive
manipulation In the May option, and
& decidedly optimistice view regarding
the coming crop, which has & weaken-
Ing effect on the July option. The Chi-
cago market s undoubtedly in very
strong hands, and, untll some of the
wealthy manipulators become tired of
playing football with it, the nonprofes-
sional publlc will dp well to refrain
from investing.

l

A Portiand boatbulider has just re-
ceived another contract for a Yukon
River stemmboal, the third to go from
the same yard In this clty Iln the past
three years, This is 8 hlgh tribute 1o
the workmanship of the Poriand build.
ers, who have supplied both hulls and
machinery for many of the best hoats
on the Alaskan rivers. Gond men are
required to handle good steamboats,
and for that resson the highest-sal-
arled men between B8t. Michaels and
Dawson are the steamboatmen who go
North from Portland to spend the Sum-
mer on the Yukon.

Texans are persuaded that the Presl-
dent thinks more of their state than of
any other. Kanaans believe he thinks
their state the best. Kentuckians are
convinced he regreis nol being born iIn
the Bluegrass countiry. The people of
Indian Territory are sure the Presi-
dent wants to come right out and live
with them. And ¥t some people do
not think the President-a great poli-
tician.

l

Some ldea of the commerce that will
be carried on through the parcels post
arrangement with the United Kingdom
may be gained from the knowiedge
that France last year exported by par-
cels post goods valued at 381,130,100 Of
cotirse, 4 large part of this trade was
probably transacted with England In
nondutiable articles, but the figures
are nevertheless surprising.

——————————

Dr  Chadwick—="Cassie' Chadwick's
husbhnd™—will play In concerts In New
York at & salary of $100 a week. He
has litte reputation as & musician, but
he will play the §0M organ saved
from the wreck of hia wife's Claveland
home, and the associations of this in.
sirument are ¢xpected 10 attract thou-
sands of New York's real lovers of
music,

San Francisco's lalest murder mys-
tery 8 a8 gruesome as any crime im-
agined by Poe, Gaborian or Dorle. That
& murderer should carry the mutilated
and bleedink corpse of his victim
through the streets and place it In &

fiction.

With President Rooseveit whizzing
around the Bouth, Emperor William
retting the Mediterranean afire and
King Edward scooting across France,
travel news begins to assume a ljve as-
pects

Henry James, after revisiting his na-
tive land, says that the American girl
“lacks elusiveness.” Hig opinion will
be divided by several impoverished no-
blemen,

Germany wants the open door In Mo-
rocco, So does France But the Kai-
ser and Loubet are shoving from ‘di-
ferent sides of the door.

.

NOTE lﬂh COMMENT. i

A New Yorker i- charged with the
larceny of a mi'lion Jdollare We thought
tnat wus financiering,

Buppose you read df s man walking
quigtly along u street-amd fOnding In
a doorway & bundle whica prove] ta
be the headless and legless trunk of &
still warm human body. Woura not you
feel that you had openesd an Arablua
Nights scory and that the strest must
be one In mysterious Ragdad® Yeg it Is
In San Francisco that this happened,
and N i» In ihe dnily papers that you
read of It

Balloons are racing across the Fags
lish Channel, but the steamship com-
panies continue building.

Traction Is Jistraction im Chicago.

iIf we were the Csar we'd be mighty
chary about examining any Easter eER
that came in the mall

he mouse has little preference for
particalar cat, antd Moroceo prob-
ably fesls much the same toward the
RBuropean powers.
Premier Balfour's “stata of philo-
sophic doubt” (s receiving s=ome jolts
that mre anything but doubtful,

Portinnd's excelionce In the baseball
way this season is evident when one

remembers that we naven't yet started
explaining away defeuts

Picturesque, that overworked worpd,
ig often a good description of West-
ern eloguence, especinlly forenalc elo-
quence,. Down at Hillsboro an attor-
ney, referring to m woman and her aus-
banid, =ald te the jury:

If the mansgement of the Lewis aznd Clark
Falr would cage thie pair and place them on
axhibition on the Trall, =nd rhe devil should
vislt the placs, he wouid say: “Name your
price: 1 want them. They beat anything |
have on exbibition tn hell ™

Thae effect of this upon a mensible
Jury must have heen tremendous. How-
ever. we will pot consider this aspect
of the matter. Waat iz most pleasing
about thise burst of eloguance Ia Lhe
doubt sxpressed concerning the pres-
ence of the devil on the Trall. “If the
devil should vigit the place.” not “when
the devil visited the place.”

‘Wi the Presllent grow bald™ (s a

question tnal Is belng discussed by
some persons What If he does; ha al-
ready

Koes at everything bald-headed

In yesterday's papor-

A man finis a bleeding human body In
& San Franclsco doorway.

A Portland man finds a baby on his
doorstep.

A Portland physician wishes o pay for
his death-notiee, praparatory to eemmit-
ting sulcids

In the Buperior Court at TlNwaeco three
women claim the same man as husband

Why laugh borause school children In
New York are taught to make oyater
atew. Without tralning few girls could
succeed in producing a fairiy good oyster
ftew without using oysters.

Prosident Rooseveltl tells an anthusias-
tic audience that he Is half Bouthern
and half Northern. that he was born in
the East and has in him a great deal of
the Western aplrit. For such an aggregn-
tion, he seems to get on mighty well to-
gether.

Members of the New York Motor Club
have arranged an “orphane’ day,” when
they wiil take the Inmates of the orphan
asylums out riding in W00 autos. In view
of this kindness, It would be invidious
to say that those who make orphans
ought to help them.

Four thousand palrs of check trousers
belonging to Victor Hugo are sald to have
heen soid by an adriot Frenchman before
the police Interfersd. It seems to us
that those whe bought the trousers should
rejoice mather than consider themanlives
swindisd: instead of mecond-hand clothing
they have purchased new.

Much comment bas been caussd by the
fact that Major Warner spent 2.8 to got
into the TUnited BStates Bepate That
dosan’t seem auch an excessive price to
pay.

The biggest dlamond In the world ecost
% centy’ carriage from South Africa to the
London jewelers. It was malled as a reg-
Istared packet In the ordinary way and
deliverad at the London office with the
moming's mall. However, when King
Biward wanted to Inspect the sione, 35
was paid as premium on a special Insur-
ance policy of 500000 granted for (ts
hour’s absence from the bank. What a
fine prize the mall bag would have been
for & modern pirate, and what an appro-
priste baptism of blood for the stone
would have been tha ginking of the Cape
liner that was taking it 1o England. Big
diamondsiseem doamed to histories of sar-
row and crime, but perhaps these comd
monplace days will except the “Culll-
nan."

The New York Commercial says daole-
fully:

The idea of March has rame and wont, her
forceaful winds are blown and spent, arnd
Apri] showsrs awake the fSowers and bring
the landiord for the rent

We haven't notleed any giris with the
new 8§ shape on Washington strest. Per-
haps itU's oo early in the seammm

Frogs' lega are no longer poultry. The
Board of General Appraisers now classl-
fips them as '‘mon-enumerated nnmanu-
factured articles.’”” That's a long name
for a frog's leg.

WEX. J.
Canadian Credit.
New York Bun
Camada Is elated over her lIatest
financial transaction. She has recentiy

floated in London the first lesue of Grand
Trunk Pacific Rallway bonds, guaranteed
by the Dominion Government, for the
construction of tha new transcontinental
line. The lssue was £3,000000 3 per cents,
and the price obtagined wus 35 This in
regarded as an [ndication of the high
standing of Canadian credit in the Lon-
don market. L

Not long ago Cansdinn Northern 1 per
cents, similarly gusranteed. found only
an Indifferent market, and it s reported
that the underwriters have BSeen forced
10 earry about one-half af the lssue of
£190.2%. Bome of this han recently been
taken at the same figure as the Grand
Trunk bonds. Grand Trunk Pacific 4 per
cents, guaraateed by the company, were
placed in February at 384,

The construction of this Hne will call
for something ke $175,000, 000,

What the Patient Needed.
Phliadelphia Ledger.

“Mry. Nagget,” aald the doctor. “your
hushand needs a rest. He must go to
Europe for thres months.” j

“Onh, splendid!” she sxclaimed, “1'll De
delighted to go there™

"Very good. You can go for thres
monthe after he comes back. ‘l‘llx will
give him six monthe” rest.” .
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STUDY OF DISTRICT

Character of Man and Some of Fights He
Articie Im Werld's Work.

ATTORNEY JEROME

fHian Waged—From un

Willlam Travers Jerome, when a number
of his were advising him against
oppdaing the renomination of ex-Mavor
Low, declaring that the consequences of

that cdurse would bs his poiltical eltm-
Ination, replled: “IUs the right thing,
and I'm going to do it. D— the conae-

quences!™

Imagine a square-chinned, graving man,
bullt like s halfdack (he never was one,
for he btroke down In college from oaver.
applicatlon to his studjes), give him the
mind and spirit impited by the quotation
above, and you have the District Attor-
ney of New York County in & sentence,
It you aincerely deaire to understand him,
hold fast to the quotation. Those dosen
words are very near a complete axplana-
tian of Mr. Jerome and how he has coma
1o be the most siriking figure in Nely
York public Ilfr..

- -

Whea Mr. Jerome became District At-
torpey, January 1 I after a spectacu-
Iar cumpalgn—aspectactiar In that he toid
the unalloyed “truth—he took charge of
the heaviemt crimipal law practics i |
the worid His office handies about |
13000 cases a “year. To do this work |
thera are, bhesides himseif, ¥ lawyers and
an exscutive atall of a hundred men

. " -

His fight against the gamblers, which
he has waged sinces he was & judge In
Special Sesslons, was an enterprise that
Mr, Jerome need not have entered upon,
for the suppression of gambiing falls more

properly within the provines of the Po- : i
|

lice Department. But that It wasn't his
job made no difference to Mr. Jeroms,
It wasn't being done, and It nesded. being
dote. That was epough for him: so be |
went at it He thought that by strictly |
enforcing the law he could wipe out, or |
greatly diminish gambling in New York
But a couple of years of experience |
taught him that the law waas unrlmj
He raided scores of places, arrestad
hundreds of players and koepers, |
could get few convictions. 'nu Aiffeulty
wWas that the players could not be made
to testify against the lc-prm for by
#0 dolng they would be testifying against |
themsnives, and a witnesd cannot be foreed
to Incriminste himself. Mr. Jerome does
not know how to give up. Heving dis-

covered 14 law was useless, he prompt-
Iy set about geliing & law 1hal was of
some good. The measure he had intro- |
duced into the state Legislature muade
It impoasible for a witness to refuse to
testify on the old plea, by providing
that in a gambiing case a witnesses test|

mony could not be turned agsinst him- |
seif,

but

By the beginning of %6 Mr. Jerome had |
bad the law affirmed and was preparing
to resume his campalgn against the gam-
blers after a year of non-aggressian. Just
before he was resdy to open fire, the head
of the Police Department, a most exce)-
lent man but pot & very excellent Chief
of Police. had an unfortunate complacent
mood. during which he announced that
gambling housmss In New York existed
only in history,
was still fresh, Mr. Jerome's guns hegan

to gn off. He subpoonaed a few of the |

most Important gamblers, and in
to-heart talk made clear ta
with the help of the new
certaln to beat them. Did they want to
fight, or did they want to surrender?
If thay would surrender. he would take
no action against them., They decided
to give up without a fAght, o close thelir
houses, and turn over thelr gambling
paraphernalia. After this, It was not
necessary to Ilssue subpoenas. Mr. Jer.
ome let it be known that he wanted to
=t¢ the gumblars, and for the next twe
weeks they wern constantly dropping in
to offer thair surrender—not a
gratlifying subiect for the meditations

an heart-
them that
Iaw he was

of the Chlef of Police, who had bheen |

unable to find A gambling house in New
York.

Mr. Jerome'a activity against corrupt
labor leaders gained widespread fdme
his prosecution and convictlon of Eam
Parks and other walking delegates. An
incident that ocecurred at
of this cammalgn shows both his audacity
and his power. The Central Federated
Union, representing more than a guarter
of a ml.uum ar union mernbcn in_and

EXPERIMENT IN PUBLIC LIGHTING

We rarely got complete facts and fig
ures in the case of sxperiments In munl
cipal ownership.

An interesting exception s the case
of the municipal Nghting plant of Eigin,
1. This has beon in existence for 17
years. What 18 left of its plant has fust
beenn turned over to the local traction
company on A contract to operatz It for
aboot two-thirds what it cost Lhe city In

| terintie

While thin announcement |

very |

the beginuing !

order to protect the Council making this
contract from critictam, the chairman of
the fAnance committes prepared o stales
ment for the cost of operation the
whole 17 years. whick he furnished to
the Electrical World and Englineer
publieation,

The plant cost about 35 00 and started
with about 7§ arc lamps. The figures for
running expenses Iinciude
and betterment, though we see no churge |
for Interest on bonda or depreciation of
plent, The litter probably comes In on
the valuation put on the plant at the time |
of the transfer. T wvears the numbes

for

tor

In 17
of lamps Increased to M7 and running ex-
penses from §FI0L0M o about EN.GK. The
total sxpensen for the 17 yearn were about
08,000, The commercinl WHs &

MYgnue

little over 14000 from [ncandescent lght- |

ing and incandescent lighting furnished
the city in estimated at 512,000

Subtracting the revenue and the ssti.
mated present worth of the plant from
the total expenditures, we get LHe net
cost of service, wWhich varies from §71 to
395 per arc lamp per year, wocording to
the estimated walue of the plant. In
plasce of this the city geta a contract
with the traction eompany to operpte tha
present lamps for B with a lower sid-
ing scale for an Incromsed number and
to furnish current for incandescents at |
2 maximum of 3 and I conts for bosj-
nass houses and residents, sllding down |
to two-fifths of those rates

The bargain loocks like a pretty good
one and It Is sald to be appraved by
every one but the city electrician. hia rm-
ployes and his friends=

Cautious Uncle 81.
Chicagn Newr.
You'll never keteh old Unrcle
He's middiin® wide swake.
Tve seen a ot o'fellera try
Ap’ find out thelr mirtake.
With his opinion he ain't free,
It such & thing he's got;
He only winks an’ says: “Mebbe
1t is=—an" mebba not.”

He don’t allaw that he'll commit
Himself ta na sxtent

On things most people would sAmit
Wos plain sn' svidont

He winks when you start in to quiz—
"Twould aggraratls a salnt-—

Ar’ then he says: “Mebbe It s,
An' then—mehhe it aln't”

Ast him If ope an’ one makes twn,
Or whether hiack 1s white,
It darlight comes when night
it dogs an’ cats’ will fight:
Ast him 1f water runs downbhill,
If Are will make things bel,
And he'll chirp up: “Mabbe w owiil;

Mobbe—an' mebbe not.”

ia through.

malrtenuance | bal

A

around New York City. challenged certain
of his public reinarks about corrupt labog
leadars, and asked him If he would come
before thelr meeting and repeat his
atnlameatits, Bure, I'll go anywhere he
sald, Accordingly. he appeared Sun-
day aftermouvns In thelr hall wWas &
distinetly hostile crowd that faced

nine met In (en agsinst him.  He did not
trv top mesunge thelir anger. 1t s a hahie
with him 1o say worse i(hings (o a mans
faee than he swys behing hi “h. and
he 4id not depart from bis habit on this
secasivn, Theére were flerce ":- Mr
Jeromne, smoking onc clgaretis an
other, %ept his lemper and met nil T
™ In the end, he won the « U |
wheny he left the hall there was an ova-
tion.,

LAl
I
he

alpes

el

- - .
One the stror Mr. Jerome's
many efforts has ure an amend-
ment ta the present liguer tax law [
present law by probibiting the opening
of msaloon® on Bunday except such as hav
a safficient number of guest rooms o
out them Into the claas of hotels, has
transformed aome 10 saloons
far worse “"Raines law h«
of vice and erime. But es
tere qf the regulng
sarve the law. They may
door, hut the side door
Folice “graft"” on a lorge =
rect res of this unenfirced
foreemd Mr. Jerom
the |'\‘am-|l- Ruines law he
be wipad out. ana e evils of
ing would be greatly reduced
ing the law 5o that Sumidky
M shonid
the campalgn of (31
nmounced In his speeches that he
ing to do all his power Lo
passage of stuch mn amandment
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to Albany practically
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He

out CERND

Iy history Az he i= fond of poetrs

which seams a littls inenpgroous (n a man
s practical, and s Xeem for Cacls, un-
deniable fucia He golls, drives an autoe
mablle, and has g worksbiop In his home
&t Lakeviile. Coen where bhe smuses
himsalf by making sun-digis COmMpasses,
clocks and other gimesacks an gl (im
his friend=. Mr, Jerome s @, and la ojder
and younger than his

muast

remarkable fact about

Erowing |ike & boy. When o man

cirendy
amnng the foremosi of the eountry,
Erowing at such a rate one ~an bhgr won-
l"l“" where he will rank, and what wil]
hiz position, when Iir has atralned
| his ‘L'.I.' l-"l‘-\pl'.lul:lF

COST OF COLLEGE SPORTS.

Ralph D, Paine, in Quting

In order to place 11 young men of Tals
in the feld against Princetan and Har
vard Inst Autumn 3350608 was wpent
mure than 200 a head, Lo ML eigh
youths to row againat Hary n test of
2 minutes, cost{ Fale BIS.AMN . o 20 a
| end. not counting the coxswulin. This
bl racing at & cost of the best part of
& thowusand dollars n minute

The foolball men were oqulpped with
the greatest possible care Their shices
Alotte cost RIS, u LUl for fo ar which

would indlents
a [ram

VO Lhe

rank auisbder that

of

Falning

Uniforms ey
warrfer coast S5 or 1 ri¥y a hundred
doliars for fiotel hills
and mesls from the trainiog tabls
th MO Cmrringe

I 5754

e mse

TN

- 1 ¥ Bl At
Ao worth of wniforme and slioes
man

Lwenty” years wgn Yale footbmll ocust
$IML. mnd there were greal  wlevan
aven In those dats Foxiny this would
ol pay for uniforms and other wearing
krar

—— ey
Monster Tramp of the Sea.

Metropolitany

The shark known as the elrphant, bone
ang Basking sharp roams usarly all tem-
perata scas. (ts mouth la comparatively
smali and bears -six or seven rows of
very small teeth, perhaps 20 in & row.
The gill oponlugs ure enormous; the gill
rakers long, close tgpether and siender,
recalling whalebone, hence the nam,
whnie rhark. The skin s mugh, covered
with: mhort spines

Where these monstern live in Winter is
not known, but doubtiess they roam the

temperate and semi-tropic swas. In Som
mer they are gregariogs und are seen in
achionis lving on the =nurtface sesmingly
asiesp.  They reach the New Engiand
coast in June and July, 1he Hebrides and
the Frith of Clyda ln June and leave in
July, On the Pacifle com=t they are fannd
aff Monterey Ray in July, large schouls
being seen on the surface when they

can readily be approsched

Discipline in the Japanesze Army.
The correspondent af the Lonmfan Mafl
at Part Arthitr describes an incident of
the slege of the Fortress, when after a
dispstrous attempt to eaplure & Russian
poeition,. a Japunese resasprve regiment
was ordered to renew the attempt. Not a
man stirred. The Major Ip command ad
vanced aline, vainly calling to hs men
to follow.  He was soon killed, and after
time the rogiment, apparently strogcde
with remorse, advanced to the nasaulit
whicrh rcompictely falled The regiment
wasr snt back (o the rear, punfshed with
forced drills and compelled to listen to
servives In memory of ils dead Major
before 't was allowed to 20 o the front
again

For the Swell Bangquet.

Chicago Tribune
Cook—Tha best tenderloin you have
furnished us for thix evening iz the
toughest we've aver had in the houss.
Chef—Al! right We'll put it in the
meny as rhinoceras steak, and mede

It the plece de resisiance.




