ocompensation Iast year to
Po0000 thus puid in the Sscal year
IM0. In this Ipterval of fouor
there was an increase of 3 per cent
in the ngmber employed and an in-
crease of 31 per cent in the remunera-
| tion given, this ‘Incresss being almost
entirely in the pay of the wage-carners.
On English roads a Ilke increase of the
pay of workers I» notad: but there is
ne such Increase of tonnage ax on the
American rosds.

p— — - _ 4

ALL IN GOOD TIME,

1t is & great thing to be Prealdent,
with more power than an Emperor in

A5 | apy effote Earopean monarchy: dut it
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STATED IN SIMPLEST FORM,

Tt has been said by certain sdvocatas
of socialism that The Crwegonian either
does nhot understand what socialism
means, or purposely misrepresents It
But these persons, when they attempt
to expound Jt, are soon themeelves lost
in cloud-land Evidently they have in
mind some kind of banevolent scheme,
which, however, thay are not able to
define. The only way 16 ascertain
whal soclalism moauns & 1o consuit its
aythoritative exponents. This hes been
The Oregonlan‘s method and habit

It will not be denied we suppose, that
Karl Marx 8 the most authoritative
leader and thinker of modern social-
ism. Though dead more than twenty
years, he remains Hs prophet, priest
and king. It was be who set forth
maost forcibly the theory of the explol-
tation of ishor By capital
which, as he asserted, great private
fortunes are amassed because the la.
borer receives In money wage jeas than
the full value of the produce
work—the purplus values belng absorbed
in dally arihiets by the great sponge
of capital. The remedy proposed is in
the callsotive gwnership of the means
of praduetion and distribution—that s,
ownership and direction by the state
It will mot be denled that this is the
theory of soclallsm, its end and alm

Collertiviem s only suggested by
Msarx as the future governing princi.
pie. It Ix not wuorked out by him in
detailed application, dbut others have
done so, from the principles he ox-
pounded All discipiea of modern so-
oinliem hark back to his theories and
expositions. The end and alm of so-
clalism, therefore, is the transforma-
tlon of private and competing caplials
into & united, collective capital, under
state conirol. operating under an in-
dustrial democracy.

At this time The Oregonian will not
Altempt any disquisition on the
consequences of this sysiem, in
operation under direction of the
state. The docirine does no! call
Tor an equal division of property,
hut insists on & scheme under which no
man may make money through em-
ployment of others. What soclalists
want, therefore, i» that all instruments
for the production of and distribution
of wealth be taken over by and owned
and managed by the members of the
wholt soclety collectively—that v, by
the state, and that all the wealth cre-
aled by snd with these instroments
#hall be apporiioned in some equitable
manner, which nobody thus far has
beeti able tn explaln, {0 any consistent
or workable way.

It will be soen, of course, that In & 1Nt
tle time private weallh would prac-
tically disappear and the general
wealth would dwindle with ft—unless
soine Way can be devised to upsst aid
buman nature and duce men o ex-
ert themseives, though they know they

are not to have the resalts or rewards
P ———

A MIGHTY BUSINESS,

through |

| mirable job la the ssttisment

is & greater thing to be great enough
| to rise superior to the vexations and
barassments and Imporiuntiies that be-
| met the ruler of a free people, made up
| of #,000000 unlts, wiih every unit =
possible office-holder. Conndder the case
of Preaident Roosevell. He appoints a
colored man—therefore 4 sovereign cit-
izen—1o the Collectorshlp of Chigrieston,
and he stirs up the Indigation of TII-
mans of the SBouth Then, to show that

toned colored Jawyer to be Collector of
Internal Revenue in New York, and neo-
body Is pleased but the appointse and
his fellows. But the President goes se-
| renely on his impartisl way, because
| nobody, white or dinck, ever la pleased
when a fat job ia flled and all chanes
for everybody else to gt at the public
crib is eot off

The President takes care of & desery-
ing dut unfortunate ex-Senator tn Wis-
consin by making hMm a Federal
Judge, mnd the La Fellistlte faction
= unhappy. He promotes a Kohl-
sant fTrom the district bench In
lilinols to the Clrcuit Federal bench,
and the dissatisfied bar breaks into
print to wvemi Its wrsth He dis-
piaces some cbscure fowan by naming
another obscure fowan to an English
Consuiship, and the JTows delegution
holds an indignation meetlng. The
Benate postpones its final adjournment
for an hour while Senator Spooner re-
pairs 1o the White House and wrestles
prayerfully with the Presideat about =
certain United States Attormey. Af-
fuirs of state are lkewine held up while
the momentous problem s8 to the West
Virginia Internal Collectorship Is set-
tled. A Eonator is defeated for re-sloc-

corrifors of the White House ring
with his lamentations about the pro-
posed Msposition of the Federa! patron.-
ags by his colleague in collaboration
with his successor. And here in Ore.
pon—put let us draw the vell. The sub-
Jecl ia really too delicare. Tt in al-
luded to merely 10 remind the pubilc,
which seems (0 think that the entire
energies of the Administration are bent
upon the unpleasant task of putting
three-fourths of the Oregon Congres-
stonal delegation In fall, that the Presi-
dent has other things to think about—
many others, There are forty-five
states, and each has i» separale rein-
tion to the Federal sconomy There
are, for exampls, seventy-two United
States District Attorneys, and the set-
tiement of the Oragon race for that de-
of just
onpe seveniy-sccond part of the problem
ae 1o those offices alone. If the Presi-
dout permitiod bimself to worry about
thess things so much a2 one-seventy-
saoemd  part a8 much as the Congres-
wlonal delegations do, he woyld soon
Have to arder his shroud. Bo st us feel
as good as we can about whe is going
to Al the varions fine jobe In Oregon,
for we have good reason o think that
the Administmation will do ss it pleasss
when It gets ready, and it will not g=t
ready the sooner bhecauss any one out
here in Oregon has allowed himeelf to
ket ppitated about it

THE MAGNET OF FROSIERITY.

Ten steamships landed 38 \mmi-

| grante at New York in the forty-eight

of his |

|
|

|
\

3t is estimmated that there mre 550,000 |
miles of raliroad 1 the worid, of which |

210,008 miles. or nearly two-fifths, are |

in the United Sthtes. The gross earn-
ings from operation of our rallroads In
the last fiscal year were 51,900 000,000
Of this. $1.350000000 came from f{reight,
M0 from passengers and $100.-
000,000 from mails, express, elc. The
raliroad ocompanies further camed
about 340000000 from a great wvariety
of incidents] servioes This incoame was
divided in the following manner: Op-
erating expenses I 000,800; Laxes,
SE0.000,000; iuterest on bonds and debts,
BITE. 000000 . Anvidends, 165 000,000 sur-
plus, 5190000000, It will thus be aeen
that the dividend represeniéd about $%
per cent of the gross income, while the
surplus was devoted to the renewa! and
improvements of plant. The number
of persons empidyed reached the pro-
Qiglonr toml of 1LINON, against a
mpund 1,000000 so employed In the fis-
tal Jesr ending. June 30, 16  The

| Probable that qufte a

hours ending March 12 The smallest
number of passengers carvied by ANy
of these vessels was 500, and one Ger-
man steamer [rom Bremen had 182
passengers in the steerage. At the time
these 988 passengpers were landed in
New York thers were en moate for the
same port thirty steamsbips with more
than 25000 passengers on board. Thess
figures are snld 1o break all existing
records for immigration so early In the
eesason, and the r=ason for the unprecs-
dented movement ls sald o be the un-
ususl demand for labor. More than
one-third of the arrivals last Satur-
day and Sunday were Itallans, snd T
per cent of the number were engaged
ut otice to work on rallrosd constroc-
tion and In the mines In Pennsylvania.
This classe of labor, as In the past,
seems to be In the majority, but the
movement this Year is guite general
from nearly all European countries

Of the emigrant ships afSioat for New
York last Sunday, eight wers coming
from Italian ports, =ix from Germany,
three etich from Austria and England,
two each from France und Scotland,
and one each from Scandinavia, Hol-
land, Belgium and Portugal. Nearly
all of this great swarm of immigrants
is made up of unskiled laborers, and
their assimilation without cresting dis-
turbance i a high tridbute to the pros-
perity of the United Btates With
such a large forelgn eiement in our
midst, it becomes an +osy matier for
people acrosa the Atlantic to keep In
pretty close toudh with the labor pulse
in this country. Accordingly, whenever
there ja & period of hard times, It ls re-
flected in & slackening (n the tmrigra-
tion to this country. During the “soup-
bouse era” of the ecarly "Ms, immigra-
tion not only almost ceased byt lmck
of opportunity for labor In this country
was s0 pronounced that many of the
forelgners returned to the ol4 country
to take sdvantage of cheaper lving.
There are a great meny factors in-
volved In Bbringing an esconomic crislis
such as periodically frightens capital
inte hiding, and laye a heavy Band on
labor, and not the least of these is the
ever-noticeable trend of the population
towards the great olties, While it Is
number of the
immigrants now pouring into the coun-
iry are of a very undesirable cluss, yet
there s «lill & fleld for the labor of the
]bettrr classes. They ‘will not ali Bind
| that field If they herd together in the
| congesied cities of the East. On the
contrary, the first breath of bard times
will find them nol unly unable to do
anything to fmprove thelr ows ocondl-
thons, but will make it equaliy hard for
those alresdy here, Hut here in the
undeveioped West, with thousands of
square miles of virgin forest with
vast tramts of unoccupied mnd sultable
for making better fares than these
immigrants ever saw in the old coun-
try, there is opportunliy for them to
reap rich rewards. Ooar cities are al-
ready comfortably well suppiied with
unskilied inbor, but if some of the aup-
ply sow pouring into the United Stales

he plays po favorites, he solebty 2 high- |

tion in Washington. and he makes the |
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can be diverted Into the country, it will
moun be producing somsthing that will
ad In the growith of both city and
wounliry.
Oregon and Washington lust year
hrought into the two states 30 carloads
of butter and eges and more than 290
carioads of pork products and the con-
| momers had to pay for them Mncy
prices, which Included the oost of the
long freight haul across the continent
What these two states need |8 small
|mmmlo produce al lesst enough of
| these stxples 0 supply the
home demand. The business is reman-
erative, and it will be & long tme be-
fore It s overdone. The raliroad com-
panies, with thelr colonist rates, are
helping to distribute the surplus pop-
ulation that i3 suffering from conges-
tion in jess-favored siates in the Bust
and Middie West, and in =0 Suing they
may credte & few vacancles for the new
citizens now coming over in the steer-
age. Untll we of the Far West can
show s ocountry population In keeplng
with that which surges into our clities
we shall not be making the most of gur
{ opportunities, and, for the present at
ieant, we can take care of all of the
sober, Indusivious forelgners thal can
be sent us. Of enarchists and profes-
sional jawamiths we are’oversupplied,
and, if possible. thess should be halted
at Ellis Jsland and returned to the land
of thelr birth.

FROM THE “"FROVINCES"

Captain Seth Bullock has been giving
bis opinlon of New York It is some-
thing that hundreds of men bave dene
before, and that bundreds will do
again. Captain Bullock saye that New
York is “provincial,” thereby endeavor-
ing to turn New Yeork's own damning
epithet agninst itsslf There = only
one adjective as bad as provincial in
the vocebulary of Gotham, and that is
seburban. But the use of provincial
by Captaln Bullock will not sting New
York: it will merely provoke laughter
That & cowboy from the “provinces™
shouid apply such a term to the me-
tropolis, the Badyion of a hemlaphere—
it is 1o mugh.

One suspects that Capteln Bullock,
full of the patriotic previnctalism of
the plalins, answered some New Yorker,
momentarily curicus es to the home of
such A stranger, with the sxpression,
to him so full of magic, "The West.”
To which the mildly inguisttive New
Yorker responded, “Baffalo™

It is waste of time to call New York
names. It ts Just New York seclf-cen-
tered, satiifind, carelesa of criticlam.
France complains that Paris is Inter-
|umd in nothing that is nol Parisian.
| Kew Tork is Interested in little that
goes on beyond its own limits. A
street-car wsirike, with Its =ttendant
skirmishes, is of far more tmporiance
than the clash of empires In the Orl-
enl. The Sun ia New York's owm pa-
per, and the SBun is consclous of other
places. It knows that there is o state
called Kansas, because several freaks
that bave amusad even New Yark have
come from Hansas A monstsr sguash
prodoced by Iowa will hring the namse
of that state into the columns of the
Bun, snd the goings-on of Indiana's 11
erary men attract the amused atten-
tion of critlcs broken (o read Howells
New York and #ts Bun sre tolerant of
the rest of the country. They realize
that the ranges and the farms and Chi-
ango and other things are necessary to
| profuce beef for New York's stomach
and milllonalres for New York's hrown-

stone avenues. New York doesn't call

Chicago or Portland provincial They
are simply pot New York; that's all

With all its indifference, perhapa be-
| enuse of its indifference, New York b»
wooed by all Americans and meany for-
elgners, Captaln Bullock's Irritatisn
will pass away; he will realize that
| New York, ltke a pretly woman, mont
stiracts when she is thinking most of
herself. He will take back that un-
availing “provincial” and will say in-
stead. in despalring admiration, " that
New York i» just New York. And no-
body will be surprised if this rough
rider should eventuamlly join the re-
doubtable Bat Masterson “on that little
street in heaven that they call Broad-
way."

UNION LABOR AT WAR.

The opportunity for unlen Jabor to
g*t an accurate line on its own attitude |
toward the public, as well as toward |
sosunion labdor, is afforded in a m‘ti
striking manner by the present olsah
betwesn the Longshoremen's Union |
and the Baijlors’ Unlon. The work of
jcading lumber vessels does not require
a high degree of skill, and each of the |
contending factions of unionism i in
every way compeient to handie the
work. But there In insufficient work to
turnish smployment to all of the union
sallors and union longshaoremen who
dasire IL The longshoremen make an
attempt to enforce the demund that
they should be given preference, and
in so doing vegard the sallors as ene-
miss, although the Iatier are good
gnion men, The mallors, having paid
thelr dues with promptness, and thelr
“cards™ showing evidence of good
standing, cannot regard themselves as
interlopers, or “acaba”™ They nead the
money, aid they can render as equiv-
nlent therefor as good A day's work as
the longshoremen.

Neither side to the controvemy will
admit that It is in the wrong, and the
distoteremted nonunton public, which
pays the bills, having for once at least
a sguarely impartial viewpolnt from
which 1o witness a union labor troubie,
awalts the outcome with & calmness
not always posslble on auch occasions.
The union sallor, who, in the case un-
der discussion, seems 10 bs the object
of attack, s 1o exactly the position of
the nonunion laborer in other labor
troubles which we generally have with
us in some form oOr other. Like (he
nonunion man, ke is now the object of
attark from men who wish to secare
the work on which be is engaged, and
it would be interesting to know how he
enjoys the position In which his own
union has In the past placed other men
and made them suffer.

Labor is a commadity for which thers
is & universal demand, and, !lke all
other commaodities for which such de-
mand exists, the emoluments will =l-
wuys be based on the law of supply
and demand, There may De pome good
sallormen who are better than poor
long=horemen when the ability to hustle
lumber aboard a ship s considered.
When the employer who pays the wage
Glscovers one of these men, It ssems
hardly falr that he should be obllged
1o make a critical examination to deter-
mine which particular gnlon brand be
s wearing. From an economic stand.
point and arguing from the ancient be-
e that al! men are born free and
aqual, the necessity for the good work-

ores, and is here o0 stay. The one
greatl lesson that i has vot yet fully
commiited to memary ls that when men
are In need of work they will make »
determined effort to get it, no matier
whether they be unlon sailors or nom-
anton landlibbers.

Another features that should be con-
sidered In conpection with the present
trouble is the rights of the man who Is
ompelled to pay for this labor. Per-
baps he prefers union sailors to union

and, as we usually ae-
«0rd & man the privilege of spending
kis money aa he sees i, 5o long as he
&oes not become a public nulsance, no
exception should be made v a case
wheres union labor happens to be fiying
at the throat of union instead of nom-
union labor. The solution of this vexed
question will be awaited with interest.
a3 It 12 one of the fow ladbor troubles
that have arisen in which somment ean
be Indulged without incurring the un-
Just accusation of “belng prejudiced
against unfonism.*

————e——

New Oriesne journals print acceunts
of the progress of the work of crest-
ing & thirty-five-foot channe! through
the Southwest Paass of the Misslssippi,
upon which the Government s expend-
ing six and a halt miillon doliars. This
pass is fifteen miles In Jength, and is
being lmproved by the Eads methods,
through which the South Pass was
opened mMANY years ago. Soldd walls of
concrete are belng duilt up on both
sides of the ffteen-mile channel
through its whole length. One thou-
sand men are employed, and the wark
is to be finiahed in 184. In the manu-
facture of the which are put
down into the soft mud as a foundation
for the concrete, all the avallable wil-
iows have been cut from the banks of
the Mississippl River for a distance of
78 miles. It is expected that the open-
ing of the thirty-five-foot channe! will
resuit in doubling the commerce of Now
Orleans.

e — |

A delegation of Ute Indians has vis-
ited Washington to protest against the
opening of thelr reservatien to white
settiers. The President declined to ae-
cnde to thelr wishes, and, In reply to
his refusal, one of the braves asked
that he Be permitiad fo locate {n some
forest reserve as far away from the
white man ss possible. The President
was obliged (o refuse even this re-
quest although he might heve consld-
ered {1, had he recallad the fumous
“seven-aleven™ jand in Oregon. Testi-
mony regarding that portion of our for-
¢Sl reserves Is all to the effect that
thare is very little danger of any en-
oroachman: from any more white set-
tlers, and the “Indians” that discovered
it are too busy keeping out of the Pent-
tentiary ever to bother the Utes if they
were to go there,

Bator Moorhead, of the Junetion City
Times, expresases hope that the present
referendum agitation will bring about
the repeal of the whole initiative and
referendum scheme. Well may Editor
Moorhead view with alarm the “Swisa
innovation™ to our constitution, as he
fitly terms i: Down with such dan-
derous imperiations from the decaying
monarchies and !mitation republica of
Europe! If something = not done soon,
the people might take & notion to abol-
ish the Legislature entirely, and then
what would, become of Editor Moor-
head’s blennial job as chief clerk of the
Senate?

e ——

It has perhaps escapsd general public
aitention that the recent Washington
Legislature enacted a law for the
transportation of Insane persons, con-
victs and imcorrigibles. designed to
bring about the same reform that is
under way in Oregon. The State Board
of Control is to employ nDecessary per-
#ons to convey such charges from the
various counties to the Penltentiary,
Insans Asylum or the Reform BSchool.
Governor Mead took an active interest
in this measyre, and it s largely dus to
his Influence that It has become luw,

Portland’bank clearings for the week
ending Inst Saturday were 34,961,000, &
galn of nearly §1.000.080 over any corre-
sponding week (n the history of the
city. There were no unusual transac-
tions, no padding by carrying over bal-
ances from day to day, including them
as cash, but everything happened just
in the usual order of business. These
clearing-houss figures constitute an in-
falllbly accurate commercial barometer.-
and are merely the meflection of a
growth that is apparent in all lines of
legitimate business.

It is astonishing how liitle news the
Japancse give out about the war, and
how little they aliow their own achieve-
ments o0 become known to the world.
The people of our country, or of Eng-
land, would have the news one Way or
another, if they were interested in the
resulits as the Japanese are at the pres-
ent time; and their newspapers would
get It ar all hagards,

An lowa minister has been unfrocked
for sharp practice in homsetrading, and
4 Delaware member of the cloth has
been suspended for a year for speculat-
ing ln stocks. If the lines of religion
& drawn much tighter, the church
maffe will be about the only game of
chance that fa Jeft for the ministers.

—

The Caar will hardly be able to ex-
tract much comfort from knowing the
grape-ahot Incident was due to & blun-
der Instead of a conapiracy. Grape is
just as deadly directed by & blunderer
as by & knave

Twenty persorns have recently sub-
scribed $1.000000 for increass of Har-
vard University endowments. Presl.
dent Eliot wants §1500.000 mors. The
sums mostly ocome from wealthy
alumni. a

Russin's private soldiers are pald
three kopecks, or less than 2 cents, &
dny. As they are geiting very ltille
glory, 1t ssems that Ivan Ivanovitch
makes 2 bad bargaln for his life,

The Cear is on the hunt for a man
who can command his armies, apd win.
1t reminds one of the way In which the
General of the Army of the Potomac
was changed =0 often.

It would be interesting to lesrn ex-
aotly what President Morales of Santo
Domingo thinks of the Senste.
—
Somebow the talk of an extra legis-
mtive session came to nothing. One
sesaion was enough, perhapa
_—
Alva Adams, gquondam Governor of
Colorado, achléved the prefix “ex™ In
record time.
e — ]
Here's hoping the Washington will
be a5 good a ship as the Oregon

| e = speaking of Prisen

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Secing Portiand.

““To the right is the lofty peak of Mount
Hood. You could gel a splendid view of
it from here if that blue and yellow bill- |
board was removed. Behind that ad for
Sniffy Soap flows (be sllvery Willamstte.
Where you ses tha pumple cow on that
etapty house the frst school In Portland |
was eituated, Mount St Helens might
ba seen in the distance “If it wasan't for
the blliboard in betwean. ' "

A baby weighing 1T pounds has been
born at Baliard ‘The Washington stork |
must be an arship, 1

Ir doge read the papers we should ex-
pect some bull terrier to nip 2 plece from
ithe leg of Leopold Samuel

Dreytus is still waling for rehabilita- |
tion. What has he done for po-ﬂmlyr
that 1t shogld bother about his came?

Morocco is France's Sante Domingo. |

The Rev. 8. Koater, of Orange Olty, Ia,

has bDeen fired from the church for
“abarp practice !'n  horsetrading.” 14
sharp practice is to be eliminated from
horestrading, what's to be left?

Portland's “trousers’ thief™ ia not the
only one. Booth Tarkington laft bis dress |
trousers In an Indianapolls hote! recent-
Iy and telegraphed from New TYork for
them. It was discovered that & boy had
stolen them and wsold them for B Thel
trousers ware finally located on a colored |
man &t A priss ball and the poor fellow |
waa compelled to leave the dance and |
deliver up the stolem property. Presum- |
ably Turkington hastemed to buy another |
padr.

Advertisements are pot abhreviatad wo |
much In this country as in England, and |
not so much In England as In Australis,
Two ads from Bydney papers have been |
offored as samples. One reads: “Wanted
resp. ¥ ladies for u'clothing and Iy,
dep.;: impn. and appa’ The - other Is
mars inisiligible. “Photogs. ¥x lady
wants pos., usid’s devel and printing.
Smaill L™

Mention of the merit system still has a
red-rag efect.

A final "B has been restored to the
name of Pittaburgh by the Pannsyivania
Raliroad, although, as Harper's Woeekly
observes, the namgs will continue 1o be
denoted on hotel registers by the let-
tars, “Pia"” or “Plag.” This siarts the
Ban Francisco Foat of omn = column
phillppde agninst the “uncouth Goth™
whe wpeaks of Ban Prancisco as “Friseo.™”
“This wrelched creature,” says the Post,
“Is always ‘from the East,' and generally
he is sither & drummer or & chesp actor.
Invariably, howewer, he Is o fMippant per-
sanage; & shallow, empty, brainless idiot.
" s 0 you mak him whether ha s
referring to Frisco In Idaho or Montana.
or wherever the place may de. he wil!
assume an Injured alr and reply that
In California
* It grates on the sar of a gen-
uine citisen of Ban Francisco to hear
this absurd condensatlon of the noble
name of the city. He longs ta throw the
uncouth Goth out af the window, He
shuddern as (n the presanes of & sacrilege.
He feeln debased and he hastons away
from (the vwicinity of that miserable
stranger within the gaten” Toot! Toot''
But It's not & bad sxposition of Frisco's
views *

Instead of & “charter rush. the plani-
ing of an enormous yellow T on the hill-
side will commemorate Charter day at
tha University of, California. Two pro-
fessors have protested, on he ground
that the monument will dlsfigure the hill-
wide., What has that got 1o do with #*
the students may well ask

A French newspaper says: “The chisf
feature of the wstay of the Baltic flest
at Nosal Be has been a rise of no losa
than 7 per cent In tha price of cham-
pagne in Madagascar.' This looks had
tor the first fisherman Rojestvensky butts
fnto. WEX J.

—— e

Te Prevent Mistakes.

Chicago Tribune

Stranger (at the village hotal)—Tears
agn T knew everybody in this town |
wonder what hes become of a young fel-
low that used to loaf around the livery
#table and play checkers—my. how ha
could play checkers!—hiy name, 1 think,
was Berrvham—

Landlord—That's my name.
chap.

Stranger—You dona't y! Then you must
have known a prim youllg school teacher,
a Miss—

Landlord--Mister, befors you say any-
thing more I may as well tell you I mar-
ried a prim young school teacher.

Stranger—0, | beg your pardon.

Landlord—"What for, sir?

Stranger—Why —ar—say, do you know
whatever became of a young squirt named
Chiggers, that clerked In Pumimy's gro-
cory storeT

Landlord—I haven't thought of hima for
17 years. I don't know where he is now,
Good deal of & numakull, wasn't he?

Btanger—He was—and he hasn't any
more sense tow than he had then. I'm
Chiggers. Bhall ws call it a standoff?

e —
“Maore Than Regal.”

London Baturday Review.
No man in his pesition can halp contem-
plating with envy the free hand allowed a

I'm the

Disrasli's Peculiarities.

A contemporary of Disraell in his me-
famo mm' al P

U & persen appearance:
Ceunlly be wore a slate-colored wvelvet
coat. lned with msatin: purple trou-
sexz, with a gold beald down the
outside  seam;

Are Better Hounsed, Better €1

COST OF LIVING LESS

Range of Prices of Commoditles During Forty-Five Years—Ameriesas

d and Very Much Betier Fedo

EW YORK. March — —According 1o
alistics compiied by the Now York

Herald there is scarcely the difference of |
numrlnlhepnma!uamﬂrmm-

modities 1his year and In the year 1881 ai
A& eeTtdin period. although even then ihe
Civll War had an sppreciable effect. At
the close of the war the cost of living was
more tham three times what £ (g now
That Is, through suspension of the Eold
standard and the use of the lrredeemable
CurTency. prices had enormousty advunced.
But with resumption of the gold standard,
prices became lower and almaost stapie
again. At thls time the people of the
United Slates are better housed, betger
fed, and get more for thelr money than
ever,

One of the means of arriving &t this
roncluslon s through
tabies of the Dun Index, which repTesent
the analyses of experts, Thene tables urw
compiled gn the ratios of vartous commao-
dlties which each permon In the country
consumes In the courne of & year. The
quotations are multiplled by the annual
per caplta consumption. The price of
whest, for Instunce, ls multiplied by 35
the number of bushels which each inhan
lant of the country consumes In 4 twolve
month. The price of coffes I8 taken nine
timen, that of chewse 33 times, znd chem
lenls are figured in at small fractions st
an ounce. Metals, clothing. breadstuffs
meats, sverything that a human heing
requires In the civilisad state, are care-
fully estimated

Wholesale Figures the Baals.

The figurss. of course, are based upon
the cost of commodities in the firat mar
kets at the lowest wholesals prices, as I:
is impossible 10 make any exaet caleuln
tions on retail prices. The profit of
retailer Is a varizhle quantity, but it most
be In the neighborhood of B per

the romparative

| BTo=s in order (0 parmit him to do bust

ness. Tha Dun tabies represent, however
the relative cost of living with great ac
curacy. Multiplying the per capits a!
lowance by five will give a fair ldan of
the expenses of the average American
family,

The annual per

“apita cogt In January,
1800, was §191.65

It sank in the yeur 190
D LSS, the estimate being made on the
basis of July prices, The cost of living
on January 1 of this year s given at
$100. 15 for each person.

Wit tha close of the War of the Re.
Beltlon the country was In an impaver
ished state. Little wan produced., for the
farmers haé Jeft their fladds by the hun
dreds of thousands to fight in the armies
of tha North and S8outh. In addition, cur

necessitien of jife:
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ODD BITS OF NORTHWEST LIFE,

Unknown Benefactor's Good Deed.
Philomath Recorder.

Some kind soul put oll on the creaky

college windmill Wednesday

Setting a Good Example.
Lyle Corr. Goldendale Bentinel
Mre E F. Hale has got the fromt of
Ber store paintad: it is quite an improve-
ment. Lyle s progressing

Mr. Wacheno Asserts Hias Rights.

Willamina Corr. MeMinnwille Reporter,
The police court has besn nquite bumy
Intely. Dar Wacheno was tried and fined
2. but refused to par 1, so lald It out
In jall .

Oregon’s Good Roads' Movement.

Lower Sileta Corr, Toledo Leader.
John Bones, Jr., oams in over the toil-
road last weal. He reporta the road In
fatr condition—only twn places whers one
is eompletely lost sight of.

Alarming Prophecy About Weather,
Waolfer Corr. Aurora Borealls.
March 16—-The weather wa are having at
present is very fine, but we do not think

it will last long. y

Gome of our Inds intend to attend the
big ball at Hubbard next Saturday night,
especially Frank

John Jemse butchersd six fine hogs last
Tuesday.

Well, Flora., you must not forget to put
in some news nexti weck. We suppase
you ‘have lots of news

Thoss fish wera excellent, Ralph

Mr. Hutchinson has moved fraom this
placa tn Faradise; we meas City of Par.
adise, nea?

Horrible Fix of a Bacheior.
Ritter Corr. Long Cresk Ranger
The morning after the tall which was
recomtly given at the reaidence of one
of the bachelors hare, to his consterna-
tion and Jdsmay, he found a dainty palr
of corsets in the apartment used that
night as the Iafles” cloakroom.  Boch

tndiscriminate display of feminine

parel |» rather shocking to a bachelor's
modesty, and it is reported that the suid
hikhelor i too modest to remove the of-
fending article or to venture In the roem
whers I rests (o mately repose, and un-

pért his bachelor quarters and take to the
hills

East Toledo Breaks Into Print.
Toledo (Wash.) Recorder.
Bpring has come and the weather I

favorabls for getting in cropm

The schonl mesting in Distriet M went
off with a terrible roar and the beavy-
weights won. Elliott votsd his grocery
bilL

=

THE RANGE OF PRICES IN & YEARS,
The figures show the amount spont by an Individ

| rency had depreciated and financial con-
| ditlhons were violently Jdisturbed.

in War Time.

Belore | went (o the army.” mald a
man who for years had been connectsd
with one of the largest provision bouses
ia New York, “prices for mdate wers
about the same as they are now, perBagse
a little fower. Birloin steaks were 18
cents and portsrhouse stealks were not
weighed at all. They were sold for 3.5
each and they were cut thick und heavy

““When | came back snd learned what
prices were being asked 1 was ashamed
|0 jook customers n the facte 1 found
sirloina selling at from 30 w 5 cents
m poutnd. The poesent price In New Yook
Chty s from 18 10 = cents at retall
Porterhouse was & cents s pound, while
| now No_ 1 porterhouse may be bought [or
3 cents, and a littie less for culs not ab-
solutely cholce. Veal cutiets brought &
cents. t's now from ¥ to 3 cents. Prime
riba pow to be had for I cenmim ut rotall
were B ornis a pooand; veal wWere
from & to 33 cenis, and lamb wais about
the same. All these mesats, counling on
the best cuts, are sold now at 22 cemis
Corn beef rump was I cents Them. and
pow it & 18, while naval corn beef was
relling at 18 cents, which ia adbout twice
the present price.

The Coat of Ciothing.

The ready-made ciothing Industry was
In it infaney in these days and & service-
sble suit at 35 was no Belter thatn the 55
ready-made of today, A first-class over-
ct made by a fashionable tallar, conid
be had for 500, while today almost as
good A one may be had for 80, although
the prices of the fashionable artista have
not malerially changed

Bhoes wers not conwidered expensive at
e, and the Beant Brummels of that pe-
riod thought nothing of paylng $20 for the
iong boots reaching to ths knses. There
wers dollur brogans o thoss good old
day» which had shout the tensfle strength
of press boards. several pairs would
have gome the wa) leut soles belone
the cheap shoes of today could be worn

| et Bhirts were cheap, but there wars
no garments squal to those made at tho
present time Cifton gonds were FCArce
and hilgh at the close of the war and the
quatat'ons often resched & cents per

yard,

chops

In 1868.

.‘ Investigation of the commodity tabies
| showa that the comt of living is greatly
‘I:\\“f\\'q.lq-l by tha commarcial slamug of
| the eouptry. Afier the war the arts and
munufactures ware gradualls resumed, al-
though the sum required 1o maintain &
| family wus far above the normal. Tn tha
year 186 the cont of living was £357 58 por
ranite

the given

unl each jear fm

ther
Frood,
5,0
7652
10 T

Cloth- Miscelln

Total.

A New Goiden Rule.

Miltonm

The Athena Press Lelleves (hat “Live and ek

llve” shoiuld be the motio in regard ts sormal

schiools. Interpreted. that would mesn, “Tou

let me gralt all | exn. snd I will Jat you graft

all you can.”” That s an snticing propomitien,

& hizd of revised and up-to-date edition of the

| Golden Hule, and is sald to be in much fayor
| among tricky politicians,

Eagle

Not Alane Against the Normals.
Santiam Newa

The idos meemma 1o grovall with many of ouf
contemporgries that the people arm dissatiafied
oniy with he appropriaiions made for the nor-
male. This, =% beliave, s & mimakes =
#o far as we have beern able to leam, ths sen-
timenl of Use peopls in this ocality, they wish
ot an i Againet extrav-
agances of the Legisiaturs in general. They
are just as muck opposed tn Lhe J1TN.000 or
more apprugristed for new bulldings for the
Corvallis and Euprne scheols as they ame for
the sppropriations for the sormale Thay be
Wleve that all money given to any or all of
these seloals |9 contrary to the mandate of tha
goeetilution.

e pr

Yamhill and Educzation.
MeMinnyiile Telephane-Heglater.

1t is oot that the people of Yamhbill Ceuncy
ars opposed ta adusmallon, for the contrary 8
true. No ooonty In the siale pravides meare
| Uberally for her public sehools nor has better
| schools than does Tamhill In addition to thin,
i" have two collegas whose work companes
| fevorably with that of state schools, and they
| 4o not recsive ot cent of aid from the atats.
We would oot opp LY iation
for one normal echool. but the apprpriation
of lurge mums of money, not for educstional
purpcsens by as zn aid o oeraln localities of
the state and that political combinationy may
be made, is tha resson for our sctfan in this
matter. It i3 pot alcoe the appropristions for
the normal schecis that wr oppess, but aisa
soma of the ofher UnDecemmry expendliures of
maney, asd the leg-sullings and political com-
binatioes by which those approgristiony sre
made. It s At opiy the yanecessary burden
of tazes that the people ave Lo carry thay le
objectiomahble, bot the fici that all legislation
i» controiled and manipulated by these combi-
natioss which are warking (or sppropriatioms,

—_————————

She Got Off Easy.

Bl

they finally agreed to leave It to arbi-
tration?

Duddy—Yes, T di¢ henr something of the
sort. How 4id it come out?

Fuddy—The arbitrators Have unani.
mously decided that Miss Bonney ought
to give Tom R0 for bresking his

We have tha pl
pleasant




