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NO DASGER OF RACE SUICIDE.

The Natlonal Congress of Mothers
Hstened (0 an sddress by President
Hoosevell Monday upon & question with
which his neme has been associnted,
more or less inteliigently, Tor the past
two or three years—"race sulclde”
The President &id not confine himesif
to this question, however, bul merely
made it one of the features of & very
sble stralghtforward and earnest ad-
dreps upan the (Gmily ae the huasle of
the Nation's safety and the bulwark of
its defense.

Every one ought to read what the
Presldent had to say upon this com-
poailte subject. Few will dissent from
the main polnts presented. That the
prosperity, the happiness, the very ex-
istance, in the jong run, of the Nation
depends upon the purity, the seif-de-
mial, the wise ordering and the intelli-
gent devotion of the masses of the pao-
ple to family life is & siatement the
truth of which it is not necessary to
support by argumeni Buf that what
the President terms “the avernge
American bome” is under menace of
distraction, disruption or extinction
there I8 happlly mo reason (o fear.
That the race {» threatened by decima-
gion through “race suiclde” or from any
other cause, the children that astill
throng the homes of the “plain people™
snd Mterally swurm the public schools
Bisprove. Indeed, the fact that there
sre mors ohildren dorn in almost any
pommunity then can readily find place
fo #ts industries or (In the urban com-
munities) In the schools, is a fact ap-
parent to the most casusl observer,

It is manifest, therefore, that the
evil to which the President refers 13 not
midespread. It exists, however, Lo &
certain degree, among a ocrtaln cluss
in every community. There are frivo-
jous women and mercenary rnen every-
shepe, Both of these lypes represent
peifishness In an (nordinaie degree.
They shirk parenial duties and respon-
slbiltiss for reasons ingrained in thelr
natures. Who shall say that the worid
& not the guiner rather wban the loser
Chereby?

Again, thers are peopie in every oomm-
manity who decide the question as w
whether they sball or shall pol bepome
parents upon the basls of consclence
and of expediency, not for themseolves
slone, dut for posterity. Ail women
should bde strong enough 1o bear
healthy chilfren, perhaps; but &l are
not strong enough. All men should be
mrong of body end of eturdy mental
fiber, energetic, capadble and devoted to
the highest duties of ilfe. but all are
mot 0. We may wilth reason deplore
these things, dut we cannot consist-
ently Gepiore the fact that children in
jarge numbers are not born to weak
mothers and thriftless or dissipated
Sathers. 1t is Delter for the home, bel-
ter for ths communily. better for the
Mation, better for the rece, when per- |
sons not properly equipped by Nature
or the grave responsibiifties of parent-
mge takes counse! of each other snd of
wisdom aud declds not o become par-
enta

Mos! persons can recall instances
within their own obarrvation wherein
phyeleally weak women bave died
poung, leaving a large number of deli-
eate chidiren 1o the pitifui fate of |
growing up without s mother's care. |
No ane will undertake to €ay that
oase of this kind represents wisdom. or
even reasonably good judgment not to
say bhumanity. The gentle mother of
Aflice and Phoebe Cary was an exam-
ple of this type. Of delicate mold both
and spirituslly; loving, en-
ergetio, devoted to her tamlly, she was
the mother of nine chiidren born In the
space of seventeen years, and died be-
fore ahe was forty. Of her children
lived to old age, and most of them
in early life. "My mother's work, ™
Fhoebe In jater years, “was never
The mother of nine children,
no other help than tha: of thelr
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of Elisabeth Stuart Pheips. a woman of
rare ments! gifta, and, though the prod-
uct of generations of high ideals and
#ght Heing, of frall body, went esriy
to her grave after baving brought &
nomber of children inio the world in
rapid sucosssion. Her death waa a dis-
tinet loss to her busband her children
and to the world, and would doublless
have been postponed many ¥esrs had
fewer children bean boern to her. The
world suffers a double loss in such
cases—that of the mother and her chil-
dren, most of whom from lack of viial-
Ity dle early.

These examples are cited 10 show that
this matter of the birth rate of & peo-
ple cannot be decided arbitrarily.
Nelther can thai of divoree. Individual
judgment specific conditions, must rule
in such cases. As for the rest the fact
that po <ity in all the broad land is
able to keep the seating capacity of ts
echoolhousss up to the demand may
serve to aliay any serious fears that
may be epterinined of race suiclde or
from sny other cause,

In the meantime, the American home,
matntained by manly, ehergeile men,
kept by womanly, energetic women,
and peopled in accordance with the
ocoascienos and good Judgment of these
by happy, well-governed children, will
continues t0 be the American ideal of
greatness, of permanence and of
strength, It is Iis own eulogy. It Is
not merely a factor in our Nationa] Jife;
it & its basls—the sure rock upon
which it &s founded. There will always
be men who fall in the firel duty of life
—the support of the home; men whoss
wives drudge In petly ways to add to
the Iinsufficient family Income and
whose daughters go out to work when
they should remeln and be malntained
ot home to assist their mothers. And
theres will aiways be selfish, ease-loving
women who shirk motharhond because
of its palns and cares. But the great
heart of the Nation beats right upon
the question of bome and famlly—terms
which presupposs father mnd molher
and children—the father at work out-
side, the mother within: the children In
schoo! and early tsught 1o be helpful
the whole constituting the Natlon's iife
and hope. This is & condition. All else
is theory.

HOW CLASS LEGISLATION SUCCEEDS.

Representstive Charies 1. Roth, of
Whatcom, & prominent member af sev.
ernl Washington Legiziatures, com-
pialns of the vast amount of cluss Jeg-
isiation Defore the Legislature which
adjourred jast week. He is guoted by a
Seattle paper as follows:

Fluzbers, bankers embaimers, wegon-mak-
era lngursnce agwsnts docior, drugpisis, op-
ticians, fMremen, loggere, groocers and repTe-
sentatives of other grivate Interssta hxve
been before this Leghiiature saking for spo-
colal consideration. Fortunately many of ithe
bills wers defested, sthers wers ol

Mr. Roth has the repulstion of being
En honest, fair-minded lawmaksr, and
as such be nmturally saw much legisia-
tion pushed through by methods which
were not &! all creditable to the men
remponsible for tt. While compiaining
about the various “classes™ before the
Legisiature seeking the ensctment
iews for thelr own selfish Interests, Mr,
Both unwittingly dJdiscloses the reason
why such legislation reaches.the siai-
ute-books. “Concerning the Rallway
Commis=sicn bilL" said Mr. Roth, “I
voied for it not because I believed In
it, but becnuse I belleved it was up o
the Republican party to pess a Rall-
road Commission bill" This was a con-
fession that Mr, Roth did mot belleve
in the commission bill, ard a Ilsrge
number of others wha, for political and
other reasons, voted for 1t regarded It In
the same light as Mr, Roth viewed it
These men refused to back up their
judgment on the merils of the bill by
working to kiil i, but for an alleged
political expediency and Lo secure votes
for other selfish bllis It war passed.

When such Imporient legisiation can
be rushed through (o final pnssuge by
menn who vote for a bill, “not because
they belleve In IL” but strictly from
party reasons, why should there be
eny compialnt over “plumbers, bank-
ers, embalmers,” etc, coming before
the Legislatare and endeavoring to
work thelr own selfish measures
through to the statute-books? The
great trouble with the last Washington
Legisinture, snd few if any previous
Legisisturea in sither Oregon or Wash-
ington have been exempt from the same
trouble, was the irresistible desire to
pay off Joend politieml debis at the ex-
pense of the state. There might be lit-
tie or no merits in the Epokane or zome
other embalmers” blll, but the em-
balmers may have been active workers
at the polls, and te oblige them sorne
of the home delegation fathered the bill
and forced It through, The Whalcom
or King County statesmen might have
fought the DI had they been in & more
Independent position: but, as they need-
ed votes to pass thelr own bille for re-
ilef of some canner or logger, they
made no fight. The result wus the em-
balmers’ bill went through because Iis
eponsors could dellver voles for some
other perhaps squally pertuicious or un-
oalled-for piace of cinss Jegislation.

Theae specimens of purely selfish lag-
Imlation not nfrequently get mlfsly
through & Legisiature by the aid of
votes which are casi goder most violent
protent in order to save the life of some
really meritorious measure. The Rall.
road Commisaion dill was a good illus-
tration of this phase of freak legista-
tion. Ading the men who voted for
the Bl for political reasoms, and not
because they bad failh In the measure,
were & number of others who were
foreed Lo vole for It under threat that
seversl very Important Dills would be
beld up uantll the commisaion bWl
paseed S: long ma men wili place
perty expediency above pubile good
there will Be plenty of “plumbers,
bankere, embalmers” and all other
clansses of peopie with s=ifish Interesis
to be served ready and willing to take
advantage of every opportunity to hsve
legalized their purticulnr species of
graf
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SINEWALKS (AN BFE REETTERED.

There are many oid, dlapldated
woodan sidewalks within the “osment
district” that tnvite injury to pedestri-
ane and forewarn the plty of poesibie
damage suits Upon the property abut-
ting upon many of these, nollces order-
ing owners to plsces (he sidewalks in
proper comdition (which means to lay
cement walks) were posted montha ago,
and when woim out by wind and
weather reposted, only 1o be agalp ob-
literated or reduced to pulp. There s,
for example, & stretch of balf & block
on Weidler street belween Sixth street
and Grand avenus that Is & veritable
pitfail for the wowary fIndead. the
wary iu broad darlight wisely takes to
the open sireet when he comes to It

The autbority of the City Enginesr's
office s weakened by carelessness of
this kind. 1t should be understood that

| stock among local people.
| anlke@ from Hercules?

|

that the sidewalk must be repaited
by (he owner within a reasonadle time
or the city wii! do the work and charge
it pp aguinst the property. Otherwisse
& large number of the notices posted
represent an abortive atlempt Lo exer-
clse wmunicipal aulbority, a waste of
time in posting, and of money in print-
Ing them. No partiaiily should be
ahown, Eldewalks that are good emough
sbould be milowed 0 remain ungques-
tioped (which is not always done), apd
those that are dilapidated shouid be re-
bullt after due notice, regardiess of the
ownership of the abutling property. It
is up to the City Enginesr to see that
this is done, and thus carry out his
part in the programme of & clean city,
& aafe city and a city besutiful

FLAX.

The world moves. The “Harriman
raliroad |nterests™” have gent an emis-
sary to Balem to tell the peopls that
the best of flax can de grown in Ore-
gon; that it can be manufectured into
twine and linen more cheaply than in
any other part of this country; that
there ia an ample local market for fas
more than ome factory can produce,
and that “the Harriman people are In-
terested In this enterprise bDecause they
are interested in every acre of land on
both sides of their road.” 'When will it
come about that Oregon people, know-
ing every fuct hervin stated, baving
bad it demonstraied for years past by
actual experience, will have confidence
enoughk o each other to do such work
themeelives, instead of watting for the
“Harriman ntereats™ or some other
outside Herceles to help them out of
the rat? After all, the sum asked for
is cnly 3200000, and this is supposed Lo
be enough to bulld and equip a linen
mill in Salem and fine scutiching mills
is that part of the Willamette Valley.
For suoch & sum as this is It Deces-
sary to wait for Mr, Harriman‘'s halp?
His part, by the way, s0 far appears
Iimited to getting s Salem committee
startedd at sollolitng subscriptions to
What eise s
To find & man
to put at the head of the enterprise
who Knows the busines=s. low will he

| set adout Anding a manager, Is it spup-

posed? Probably by Just the sume
measured that any three Salem people
could take for themselves.

The flax industry, with its atiendant
manufactures, has enriched Belfast and
the North of Irelund more than the
greal lron and shipbullding yurds.
The whole neighborhood Is one great
Bax farm. In the North of France ane
sees flelds white with bleaching linen
sirips, and farmhouses owned by proe-
perous familles, grown rich from flax,
Two factors test the value of the flax,
the length and the laster or brilllmncy
of the fiber, North of Ireland flax
wilh an average leagth of seventeen to
eighteen inches, maiches the Oregon
flax with twenty-four. In luster there
i= no comparison. The Oregon flax Is
in appearance nearly as pure stk o a
mixed fabric. Yet, because the experi-
mental works st Salem, after strug-

| gling with Insdequate capital, and a

crippling fire, shut down, the flax busl-
ness, as L0 both growlng and manufac-
ture, shuts down also, until—until 3Mr,
Harriman, of all people. can come 10
the rescde. And his man goes to the
lpcsl people the first thing to get his
start.

Unavked advice s seldom taken. Syl
it may be suggested that unlses some
of the Balem people interested have
business or personal coanections in the
fiax Indusiry either In the North of
Ireland or In the North of France,
through whom the necessary inguiries
could be made, the Unlied States has a
Department of State., A request lo
Washington will bring promptly the
con®UlAr reporis from both these dis-
tricts. How Jittle are these reports
read and heeded! SBome of our bright-
est men Nl these positions and spend
their very best work tn thelr reports on
the Mmdustries of their district. It

puid-not take moch time and trouble
o write to the United States Consul at
Belfast, or to the Consul st Rouen, and
ask them to make inquiries and sagges:
names of likely capitalists or man-
agers. Or some of the Portland mer-
chants and commission-houses might
interest themaelives In the same direc-
tion. The will balng there, the way is
not bard to And. But the polnt of this
whole matier Is this: When Oregon
bas rescources crying for development,
and demonstrably profitable when de-
veloped, It is up o Oregonlans to try,
and to ketp on trying, to help them-
selves, and wail nelther for My, Harri-
man npor any other outsider to begin,
Help of this sort has to be pald for, and
Is very likely to come high.

LY

HISTORY OUTDONE.

Whils the fame of Napoleon lends an
adventitlous effect and interest to any
campaign, battle or other military op-
eration in which he took part, It Is
probable that future readers of history
will deem the battie of Mukden and the
harried retreat of the Russian soldiers
of even greater dramatic attraction and
borror than the disastrous retreat from
Moscow. Hitherto the retread of Na-
poleon’s dwindling battalions through
the fropen ocountry from Moscow Lo
Vilnae has been the criterlomn of war's
horrors, Nearly half a milllon men as-
sembied under the French eagles when
the Niemen was crossad; a few thou-
sands eslunk back like tramps into
Viioa. The others had died of wounds,
exhaustion, starvation and exposure.

Kuaropatkin's forces at Mukden ap-
pear to have been about 350,000 strong.
Japanese pdvices indicate that in killed,
wounded and prisoners the Russian
losz reaches the enormous total of 155, -
o0, and the tale has not val been lold,
What the Japaness jos3 has been there
is no means of telling. The figures
glven in one dispatch, 00600, are evi-
dently an underestimate, But the fiseing
Russians siruggling sorthwards under
the rifie and shmpnel fire of the epemy,
are po! yet oul of the woods If the
reirest §s carried on to Herbin under
the purwuit of the Japanese, the scenes
that marked Napoleon'z bloody trall
from Moscow may eaally be repeated,
although the extreme rigors of the
Winter appear to be at an end. Kuro-
patkin's line of retreat is not through a
friendless and provisionfess country,
but it is possible that the Japaness may
harass Bim more than the Cossacks 8id
Napoleon.

Evep if e remnant of the Russias

ualties, and the power of the guns em-
ployed, At Leipaic, where Nspoleon
oppased 180000 men (o the 240000 of
the allles, he loft 15000 demd, 22000
wounded and 15,000 prisoners as the

god is about to have his attention called
to the usual Spring revolution Iln Vens-
ruela. Wars may come and wars may
50, but the fighting blood of the Vene-
zoelans never cools. This time It s a
proposed overthrow of the Castro relgn,
and, in pursuance thereof the Insur-
rectionists are sald fo have secured &
stsumer and joanded it with arms for the
enemy, and soon the guns and hades
will both be “poppin’ * down where the
Orinoco flows, On account of the greater
importance of the Far Esstern scrap,
Mars might overlook the “two-bit" af-
faly In Bouth America, but that would
be hardly fair, a8 the latter s A regu-
lar entertalner, while the Rusalan and
the Jap may not fight agaln for a hun-
dred ycars.
——

The question, What is to bs done—
indesd what can bs done—with old tin
cans?T would be s burning one at this
Juncture but for the non-combustible
nature of the ecumbrous, unsightly
things. Thers I8 a2 factory no farther
away than Ban Franclsco where, by
various processes, this ublquitous
nulsance s relurned to commerce in
the shape of various articles useful and
ornamental. But, alas, that Is too far
away to offer or even suggest rellef to
this can-encumbered public. Driven to
desperation, scavengers with the con-
nivance of houssholSers deposit them
in the gulches, eart them ouat to the
suburbs, or plle them temporarily out
of sight in any old place. But this does
not conduce to civie improvement nor
really dispose of the cans. It simpiy
“dumpa™ them. From what guarter is
relief o come?

However strang a position Tle Pass
may b¢ as compared with the open
plains In the immadiats wvicinity of
Mukden, it is unlikely that Kdropatkin,
weakened by the loss of s0o many men,
such vast quantities of stores and so
many guns, will be able to hold it jong
aguinst the Japanese. Hardin Is al-
most 300 miles (0 the northward, the
rallroad running for the first bhundred
miles or g0 from Tle Pasa through a
valley Latween mountaln ranges. Near-
ing Harbin, the country becomes mure
open and the line traverses extensive
plains. The Japaness are probably too
exhausted to preas Kuropatkin hotly
should he sucoeed in entrenching him-
self at Tie Pass, and will probably pur-
sue their former (actics of making
haste alowly.

New York's latest "horror” s but a
variation upon the story of the Slocum
and of the Iroguols Theater. Helpleps
tenement-dwellers are burned to death
because the fire escapes are blocked,
contrary to all erdinances, Disregard
of law is the basic cause of such catas-
trophes, but each horrible event moerely
provokes a flecting spasm of virtue. It
i*» mot possibie to Dbellove that the
waters of New York harbor are sailed
by steamers as 1l equipped As was the
Slocum, nor Is it possible to believe
that there are no theaters there In
which the same deflance of regulations
prevails as In the Irogquots,

The Endicott, Washington, farmer
who undertook to chastise his son of 21
years for a serious moral social and
domestic offense—running away with
the young wife of his elder brother—
begas his parental discipline rather
lute in life to insure success, As might
have been expected, the elder man was
easily vanquished by the younger, and
the Sheriff was compelied to take a
hand and quell the family &sturbance,
The rod In this instance was spared
o long, since clearly the boy waa
spoiled.

Motor-boats are likely to bring as
much travel to weaterways as the auto-
moblle Is dolng on the roads. One of
the probabliities of the future ls the use
of China’s rivers and thousand-year-old
canals by hundreds of fast and handy
motor-boats, which an American Con-.
sul reports as becoming increasingly
popular with the Chinese,

Rusals declares sbe will not consider
peace. And yet she will She said the
sane lhing for a Ume after the fall of
Sebastopol; and yet In a phort time she
offered terms of pemce, She Is hurt
now far more than she was by the fall
of Sebastopoi, and shortly, after rea-
sonable bluster, she will maks peace, as
ehe did then. No virtue llke necessity,
.

Pupslans are retiring to the north,
perhaps In Quest of n cooler climate
for the Summer. After “luring™ the
Japs to Mukden, they found that Gen-
erals January and February bad not
cooled the Winter {emperature, Maybe
the Russlans can “lurs” the Japs "to
Moscow by next Winter.

A new primary law disposed of the
Simon machine but st up another ma-
chine,. The direct primary law has
given the present maching & jadb which
is regarded in some quarters as mortal
Must the next machine be disposed of
with still another primary law?

Prealdent Castro; of Venezuela, !s
now getting after the French Cable
Company. Perhaps he 45 anxious to
poe If France will bite, as the small
boy pokes his finger into the llon's
cage,

———

“Properly done, gambling s not a
disslpation.™ says Professor Kirdby, of
the Catholic University of America. Of
course. Ekilifully done, gambling Is an
sccumulation rather than a dissipation.

Tammany says Editor Hearst has
joined the New York Republican ma-
chine to make trouble In the next city
election. Troublewwill be & mid name
for 1.

NOTE AND COMMEST.

Rojestvengky = In the deuce of 2 fAw
Forwards Ue the Jups. bickwards le the
deadly English Sahing smacke

As a result of President Roosevell's
speath befote the National Congress of
Mothers we may expect a book-boosting
campalgn, aimilar to that which followsd
the President's mention of “The Stmpls
Life.™

“UNLEAVENED BEREAD"
Endorsed by Presifint Roosevelt;
WE NEED THE DOUGH.

Judge Grant's Grest Work:
“HAVE YOU EEEN SELMA ™
Held Up by the Presidest as R Norribie

Example. -
DEE-LIGHTFUL !

Becretary Taft is to take & few scors
Senatorn and Repressntatives to the Phil-
ippines this Bummer, and as a result we
skall probably have some Manila Kipling
writing a revized “Padgett, M. P

A party to a local suit says of an atior-
nay that he bad 20 Treputation
A8 & lawyer, “hat s known as & dresmer,
poet and philosopher.™ 1If that lsn't com-
plimentary, we'd lke to kncw what In

All the way from Philadslphia to Pom-
esroy in Washington a man has pursued
his wife and the man who aupplanted him
in ber affections. The husband com-
plains that the other man Is able W
exert & pecullar attraction upon the wo-
man during the months of January, Feb-
roary and March Perhape the woman
turns to another during thoss winiry
months because hubdy Is subject to cold
feet.

In tha Ephare, & London weekly paper,
we notice that a court in Scotland upheld
the will of a sheriff, who was sald by
some of hils dlsgruntied family to be In-
sans om tha grounds that be kept &
recand of the floes he lmposed upon his
cats for impropristies, wore “emotionsl
walstcoats,” and provided that he be
buried in & wicker coffin to facilitate his
reaponss fo the Last Trump. Out bere
the sberiff would have been tarred and
feathered =3 a Holy Roller or & Holy
Terror.

Professor Tufts s trying to discover by
means of a weries of guesttons addreused
to the students of Chicago University
whether the “honor systom™ may be in-
troduced or if official supervision is stiil
necesmary. One of the gquestions, the
application of which le not clear, la: “ls
it wrong to tell a credulous‘giri harmiess
but cutiandish and untrue stories?™ Pro-
femsor Tufts, we fesr, s asking fool ques-
tone. Has he pover teen yvouag? Does
he forget the yarcsa he spun in hiy In-
ventive youth, when a aweetly credulous
girl hung upon his 1sT Does he think
that Otheilo dida't add a few cubits to
the helght of the Anthropophagl; s few
extra dangers to the lmminent deadly
breech? What, we would ask, ts the use
of finding & oredulous girl I one gives
ber no food for her credulity? Even Ia
Chicago, even under tho most pious hemer
system, the young men will coatinue to
whisper falry stories into the greedy ears
of the wily credulous girls.

Vaodeville ia g deadly thing. In Chicago
recently & man sbot himsaif oh hearing an
lilustrated song. In K Clity a “coml
English recitative,” sent a man into con-
vilnlons, and the Journal alleges that an.
other man laughed himeslf into hysterics
whea o "blackface comedian™ got off thia
ene: “How do they get the water in the
watermelona? No—yea? He, hee Why,
because thay plant them in the Bpring.
In thoe Spring—did you gat that? In the—
ha, ha, ha. ™ It's getting so that persons
subject to hysterical attacks can't stand
the strain, and must content themseives
with performances in which the alapstick
supplies the refimed comedy.

Now it 1s Chicago that offers an In-
stance of a 'fly cop struggling desperately
with a femule “spirit.” The worid is
#0 full of shams that it seems bard to in-
terfera with a young womsan who ia posing
as the soul of Mre. Jugging' departsd hus-
band, or as the spirit of Boocrates come
to give Mrs. Spniggins a tip to buy Gold-
brick Preferred. S

One of the Instructers at Wellesley Col-
leges wriles an indignant jatter to the New
York Times, denying that he forbade his

whole conoern is with the correctness of
thelr spoken Engilsh, and not with the
muitability of thelr attire. This Is & very
sensible view to take, and if the girls
persint o attending thelr English classes
wedaring bicomers there Is no reason o
juink that thelr advance in learning will
be impedsd. Presumably the pupils are
8 puch a hurry to reach the gym after
the class that they save time by putting
on thelr bioomers beforchand, and if they
think #t all right, how is s mere man
teacher golng to makes objection.

Mrs.

white lace rutfisd gulmpe, slbow sleoves,
long white gioves and a biack jet tur.
ban.™

Boapenders!

Woman,

Whe Was Discoverer of Hudson?
Harper's Magas

No Dutch :rwmlkh n::‘-cln afrm
the discovery of the Hudson River.
Verrazzano must have distanced Hud-
son's archives by nearly & hundred
years. However, the Dutch and Eng-
lish lialson in the malter is close. Hud-
eon Is appropriated by Duteh minds
and has a Holland tradition round him.

He came In & Dutch yscht called the
Halt-Moon Ia 1688,

northeast passage to India He ax-
Birie town, thet, hicre b mamar oba
tile o t

be himwif bas
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POET PLEADS FOR ROOM

“Give Me Back My Fifth Chamber,” Ories Robertus Love, of Pike County.

THE RATME OF THE WILLANMETTR
Alas! mizme eyss a0t yei, HOt Tt
Have eevn ths jovely Willamsetzs!

(Beag!

What's that T

Whers did you get your raymirg aL?
'd Bave you Xnow thal o0 Willameite
Was male to rayme with—well, with d—a 1)

Ab, faln mine eyas lo gllmpes and greet
The wide and willowy Willumétte!

(Bats!

Now that's

A casm of eyes aa blind s bate!
You ought 1o tAke that rhyme and ram it
Ten leet Dalow the deep Wilisraattal)

1 yearn to sail with Ballo and Betty
Tpon 1he dimpled Willametist

(Gh!

You're slew!

That's worse Lhaz aver—betlier gn
Asd jearn to sonneiise er psalm it
Acconiing to the swift Willamatte')

Ah, me! I fear I'd soest calamsity
Upon the treacherows Wiliametts:

8ST. LOU1B, Mo, March &—(To the
Editor.)—A special dispatch from 8t
Louis, appearing in The Oregonlan of

states that I advertised the furniture
of my four-room flat for rent or sale,
“ownef moving to better town," that
town belag Fortiand

Your correspondent misquoted my
advertisemant. My flat has five rooma,
not merely four, and I feal that I am
entitled to the full glory of the five
Why.should 1 be thus curtailed of a
quintette and cut down to 4 mere quar-
tetta? 1f this base and baseless fabri-
catlon coatinues ta go the rounds of
the press ] shall find mysell reduced to
a triolet, or = dust, or possibly only
a unit, of rooms. Then the world will
behold the mad spectacle of myself and
family living In one room—and offering
it for eale. Whe knows but that ulti-
mately the story will place meé in &
hall bedroom at ligat bousekeeping, do-
ing the cooking on the gas Jet and
using- the outside of the window ledge
for a refrigerator’ Or perhaps I may
aven find mysal! soaring the back bass-
ment with the asaistant janitor, and
warming my poé¢tic feet at the laundry
Blove.

1 Igsist that I be eel right in this
matter., My flat has five rooms, all
sndult size except the fifth, and is lo-
cated at the top of the street, next to
pure eountry air. It I» a fAve-room
fiat, hot and cold water—especially
cold—gas gratas, balh and other mod-
ern Inconvenlences.

Glve a fellow-journalist full credit
for his sachlevements  After many
yenra of effort here, In Néw York In
Boston and aven in Wichita, 1 finally
have attained to the full dignity and
the superior glory of & five-room flat
Who s there so base that hs willingly,
knowingly and with malice prapense
will seak to rob me of this distinctlon?

Who stesals my purse may have it,
and welcome—there's nothing In It; but
he that filohes from me my good room
—the ffth room—wherein I write odes
to mightingalcs, monnets to =oaps,
checks to gas companies and prose
masterpléces for the want ad column—
fie who repes this harmiess necessary
room from my happy household, who
with ruthless hand rases my poets’
corner from its foundations and flings

March 3, does me a great Injustice. It

its wiclate) fragments to the five winds,
who scales down my possidbilities in the
sale or remt market 20 per csnt, ls fit
for trausons; 1| will have none of him:
I will not enter him upon my list of
fricnde though he be graced with pol-
i{shed maocners and five senses. Why
shouid he thus hesdlessly set foot upon
a woerm? In this Instance the worm
turns: it s a centipede, wilh hundreds
of poetic feet Rickiog in all directiona
My special abhorrence is the four-
room flat, and my sgecial delight In tae
five-room fiat. Never yet have I de-
scended to the Indignity of the four-
roomér. What poat ever poetized in »
four-room flat? Whaerein ta there room
for him to write? Parlor, bedroom.
kitchen, dlnlng-room—yes; hut the deu,
tne studio, the study, the bard's bou-
dotr—no! One migat compose quatrains
in & four-room flut; but how can a
poet maks a Uving out of foyr-lineys?
One might manofacture parodies on
the Rubaiyat in a four-room flat; but
what's the use? He can become neither
a Homer not an Omar If he turns out
nothing bu! quatrains and Rubaiyail
Songsters must have room—a roan—
in wpich to soar. When the poet's oye,
in & fine (renzy roiling, bdeholds nagsht
but upnalstered chalrs, and ext
tables, and brass beds, and Xkihen
| clutter, what Inspirations may be ex-
| peoted of him?T Hes might earn syme-
thing by composing verses for th{ ad-

A L e s o | vertisements of a time-payment Sirni-
“Now pame the capitals of states™'~ ture Wouse, bul that Is com iz~
We wrote them out Upom our slates, ing art and therefors criminal
And apoke ihets thus—the memes of streams The Ofth room iz as necessary in a
Stlil limger e delightful dreame: poat's flat as the fifth wheel o =
M A on the K ecik ! wagon, as the fifth poin: on a shr, to
New YTork—Albany on the Hudson! which poets sometimes hiteh/ thelr
Kansas—Topeks oa the Kansas® wagons whep Pegasus refuses pull
Oregan—Sulem oa the Willsmetiar™ tie cart
m::"- m: Wi ! T::I. I;ur:;:hr fifth room of 3ine fa
regree pecullarly plted to & poot's pyrposs,
B B e B and I trust that 1 shall be ableto sell

it, or rent it, to a poat with m& cash:
noas other need apply., Tha m s
uix feet wide und 16 feet long— the
shape for the pwoper manufacfure of
long p The occupant can pasts
his postic shests together at tim ends
and roll them up as & scroll, spd un-
roll them to the extent of 15 feef with-
out ersasing when he Jdesives & read
tham to his friends; or If he finds that
poelry does not pay in this room, he
can uss the apartment for ralsing
dachshunds in—it Is just the right
shupe.

Avaunt, foul flend who robbed me of
my ffth reom!

There Is another slight mis-atate.
ment In your special dispstch which
must not go uncorrected. Your ecor-
respondent calls me “the poet laurests
of Plke County, Missourl” Now that
is positively croal. 1 laft Pliks County
17 years ago. the year of the big biiz-
| zard and 14 years bdbefore tha appesr-
ance of the Big Stick. BSince than Jy-
nasties have crumbled, the bheathen
have raged snd the people Imagined
vain things: but never a wvainsr thing
nave they imagined than that I am “ths
post laureate of Plka County.” For 1T
years I have sought to live down that
imputation. [ have changed my name,
and my clothes, and Ist my beard grow
st times; but ever and always this an-
clant ghost of my early yculh arises to
haunt me when I “move to better
towoa” Is not u post who has roamed
and roved for 17 years antitied to a
state distinction, or at the least a sec-
tiom of a state? If I camnot ba the
“Missour! poel,” let me be the “Norto-
enst Missour! poet” or the "Ewamp
Bection poet”™ Grant me that smail
eramb of advancement in these 17 long
and tolisome years. Or you might call
ma the “Rholde Jaland poet™ If you
will. That i= the smallest stats in the
Un'‘on. even amaller than Plke County—
but it Is & stuta. I onece 1#ved in Rhoda
Islend—two daye

Now 1 am coming to Oregon, snd 1
desire to submit x propoaition to your
people. If the position of Oregon post
Isureats is not already fAllad, T wane (5
I promisze to write besutiful odes to
tha saffran salmon, canned or uncanned:
to the snow-capped peaks gleaming in
the anititudinous Oregon ozone; and to
vour own lovely Willamette—whish I
undérstand rhymes with “damn It" in-
stead of with “you bet"” as I had be-
Heved until 1 met & man from Portiand
tae other day.

Thanking you for making these fow
c¢hosen corrections, I am, yours, In
blocks of flve rooms,

ROBERTUS 1LOVE.

1373 Union Boulevard, St. Louis, Mae.

SPIRIT OF KOET_BW!ST PRESS.

Penaity of Voting for Jayne BilL
Bandon Recorder,

who belisve that marriage
bit more wives would follow the Corval-
lis woman's exsunple

Jealousy at Heppner.
Happmer Gasstte.

The Ions Proclalmer”™ runs a giaring
headline each wesk with the startling
announcement that “Tone is the best city
While the Pre-

the legisintors to mest without pay and
Enock out the normal! apprropristions.
He evidently belleves all members ride
on Southern Paclfic passes. How wvirtu-
ous thess gantlemen become when the
peoples sre mroused?

Bovine Happiness,

Burns Newa
F. G. Blume, of Emigrant Creek, cama
in from his moantain bome Toesday. .
Blume talls us that he has guit
his stock. as the balmy weather
sight of the hills 'with thelr
socks al! uncoversd are
ths bovine stomach away
bay.
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Better Marry the Girl Next

Emtacads News.

How unsstisfactory the mall
mathod s, A man near here who
his wifa through the

paper routs is now asking the
grant him a divorce. It serves
man right. He should have
tha bome muarket and he
known what he was getting.
awsy for anything when you
sams articis at home, and-.
possidtiity of getiing chented. -

Killed by Her Riding Pony,
Little Moeh the Ti-yesr-old dutghtes
Mr. and Mra Charies Fuller, of oo
Creelt, was kitked to death Sunday by a
horse shs was riding
It appears that the girl had gone with
the family to spend Sunday with the fam-
ity of Bllas A. Wright, and it was on the.
return home that the accldant ocourrsd.
Mr. and Mee. Fuller woent In a hack,
while Myr! and her S.ysarsld brother
went horseback. the girl riding & wery
gentle pony.
On the return bome one of Mr. Wright's
lttle giris accompanied the Fuller chit-
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