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THE rOKK BARBEL.
The "pork barrel" has been dragged

forth conspicuously for public inspec-tip- n

during many Congressional de-

bates, and it has been held up to de-

rision by all members who did not have
a special interest in dipping their
hands into its savory contents. The

pork barrel" is a synonym for the con
certed grab for appropriations that has
marked the progress of the river and
harbor bill, the public building bill, and
similar measures through Congress.
Every member who has within his ter
ritory a river that he desires to be
made a great avenue of commerce or a
city that he thinks ought to be adorned
by one of the architectural gems the
Government bestows occasionally on
favored lopations, has the "pork barrel"
as his objective. The Representative
who can get the largest slice of the pork
is the Representative most useful to
and popular with his constituents. He
ought to be. To be able to procure an
adequate appropriation in the face of
the strenuous endeavor of all other sec-

tions of the country to secure similar
consideration is a mark of high genius.

The "pork barrel" has not the odious
significance of former years. There is
not the same vehement protest against
It that was once heard. Truth is that
the politicians in Congress have re-

duced the great appropriation distribu-
tion to system, and allotments are
made with greater regard ,to merit
than ever. It Is true, too, that the Gov-

ernment has introduced an- - innovation
la making its river and harbor appro-
priations that will in the end reduce all
projects more nearly to a legitimate
basis. Chairman Burton, of the House
committee, has been Instrumental in,
stopping indiscriminate award of Gov- -'

ernment moneys to the Congressman
who made the most noise and had the
largest pull by requiring that the vari-
ous communities concerned shall show
their interest and good faith by them-
selves Joining the Government in prose-
cuting the work. A most signal illus-
tration of the new plan was found in
the appropriation for the Delaware
River, a very important stream bear-
ing a large commerce contributed by
the Immense population. The City of
Philadelphia and the State of Pennsyl-
vania through its delegation made tre-
mendous effort to secure a very large
appropriation for the further improve-
ment of the Delaware below the City of
Philadelphia. The reply of Chairman
Burton to the Pennsylvania delegation
was that he would consent to a com
paratively small appropriation of $750,
000 on the merits of the project, but
that any further sum must be offered
on the distinct condition that the City
of Philadelphia or the State of Penn
sylvania would turn into the Govern
ment Treasury a like sum. There was
loud outcry from the press of Phlla
delphta because of this stipulation, but
Mr. Burton held firmly to his ground,
As a result we find that the present
river and harbor bill carries an appro
priation of $1,250,000 for the Improve
ment of the Delaware River and that
the Pennsylvania people are similarly
pledged to stale assistance for 5500,000.

So it seems that the Ohio projects for
which Chairman Burton was so solicit-
ous have been coupled up with like con
ditions. --For example, an appropriation
of ?110,000 is made for the benefit of the
Muskingum River if the State of Ohio
will expend $200,000 for the improve
ment of the Ohio Canal.

In Oregon, it will be remembered.
great trouble was found in persuading
Chairman Burton to make any appro
priation lor the locks at the Celllo Rap
Ids, but, when it was represented to
him the state had made an appropria-
tion of 5100,000 for right of way, and
when it was further urged that the City
of Portland had itself expended $1,500,

000 for the improvement of the Colum-
bia River below Portland. Chairman
Burton yielded, and we have an appro-
priation bath for the locks and for the
entrance of the river. Of course, it Is
not to be supposed that Congress will
Insist upon any state appropriation for
a great National improvement, such as
the entrance of the Columbia, but It is
certain that all river enterprises whose

importance la chiefly local must be un-
dertaken by the state as well as by the
Government. This policy Is correct. It
will tend vastly to economy in Govern-
ment expenditure, to promotion of
meritorious enterprises, and to elim-
ination of the If
it shall be pursued consistently, the
State of Oregon will undertake to do
its full share in persuading the Govern-
ment to open the Columbia River and
to keep it' open.

BAXLROAD REGULATION' IN WASH-

INGTON.
As first fruit of the harvest of rail-

road regulation which has been a long
time ripening in the United States, the
Railroad Commission act of "Washing-
ton is worthy or1 careful scrutiny. Ad-
vocates of what the opponents of the
measure call "drastic legislation" point
to various acts of oppression by the
railroads as legitimate ground for this
act. Members of the Legislature onjthe
other sl"e describe It as iniquitous, as
an act to build up the State of Oregon,
retard the growth of Washington and
appoint receivers for the railroads of
Washington. It 6earns plain also that
the strong majority which passed it in
the Senate was to a large extent due to
protest and revolt against hold-u- p tac
tics, using support or opposition to this
measure as leverage to carry their local
pet bills. If the act proves Injurious to
the state. It is to be hoped that some
sort of recompense will fall on men of
the same caliber as some in the Tecent
Oregon Legislature, fitly described as
local delegates rather than as repre
sentatives of the state.

ThiB art roP9 fjw in
tlnns than in
lying at the tender mercy of the Senate
of the United States. The first two sec
tions define the methods of appoint
ment of the three Commissioners by the
Governor, their salaries of $4000 a year.
the organization and setting to work of
their office, and also gives the Commis
sioners the right to hold sessions wher
ever in the state they deem it neces
sary. The third section vests In the
Commission the right, whether on com-
plaint of an injured party or on their
own motion, after full inquiry, to de
termine whether rates charged by rail
road and express companies for freight
and passenger tariffs, for hauling
empty or loaded cars, or for demurrage,
are Just, fair and reasonable, and
whether train service or the provision
of passenger waiting-room- s and freight
and baggage-room- s is sufficient.
Whether train service is sufficient, and
other provisions adequate, will raise
most difficult questions, and authorize
the Commission's "interference in the
working of the railroads to an extent
not hitherto ventured on

The Commission's orders are to take
effect in twenty days by their own
force. The railroads or express compa
nies can have recourse to the Superior
Court, with ultimate, appeal to '.he Su
preme Court of the state against the
orders of the Commission. The appeal
provisions resemble those in the Fed
cral bill mentioned, and call for no spe-
cial remark. Then, in section 4, there
follow powers for apportionment of
Joint rates by the Commission. In case
of Joint rates on through or interstate
traffic provisions are found later on for
requesting apportionment from the
roads interested, with instructions to
apply to the Interstate Commission for
relief if these requests are neglected.
Probably this last provision Is the only
.practicable one in face of the Jurisdic
tion of Federal authorities over Inter
state commerce. In this section appears
a clause demanding that the Commis
eion must be satisfied' that Injustice or
injury to a shipper woujd result if a
joint rate were not established, or If
interchange of traffic with a connecting
road were not justly provided for be
fore the power of the Commission to fix
joint rates comes Into play. It is an
other doubtful boon to the shipping
community. The complainant has
right of appeal to the courts if dissatis
fled with the action of the Commission
In appeals against an established rate
the burden of proof is on the railroad.

In section 9 Is another long step for
ward. The Superior Court receives
power to Issue mandatory injunctions
In case of appeals, and penalties of fine
un to S1000 and ImDrlsonment for con
tempt may befall officers of the com
panies assisting in violation of orders.

Sections 11 and 12 introduce new mat
ter and lay foundations tor what are
denounced as inquisitorial and iniqui
tous proceedings by the opponents of
the law. Section 10 has provided for
the posting and publication at all sta
tlons of the schedules of rates and clas
slficatlons. Section 11 opens all the
books and papers of the railroads or ex
press companies to examination of the
Commission or its authorized agents.
and makes every officer, agent or em
ploye of the companies punishable by
fine or imprisonment for refusal to "ex
hiblt" such books and papers when re- -
quired. Section 12 is evidently intended
to suggest tnat urst cose or buueung
and equipment and actual expenses of
operation are to be factors In determin
lng what rates, schedules, classlflca
tlons and regulations are "Just, fair.
reasonable and sufficient" in the lan
guage of section 1. To this end the
Commission is directed to ascertain
such facts as eany as pracucaoie. ana
given power to employ sworn experts
to assist them. Copies of tne informa
lion so secured are to be furnished to
the Attorney-Gener- al and the Secre
tary of State. So as to leave no loop
hole for evasion, the Commission is dl
rected in section 13 to have blank forms
of questions prepared to elicit all this
Information. Replies are compulsory
on the officers and employes of the com
panies under personal penalties. All
the Information so gathered is to be

In the annual report to the
Governor.

Unjust discrimination is dealt with
in section 15." Higher charges for a
shorter than for a longer distance are
forbidden In general. There Is a sav
ing proviso that on application to the
Commission it may, in special cases,
and "to prevent manifest injury," au
thorize the companies to charge less
for longer than for shorter distances.
within limits prescribed by the Com-

mission but provided further that "no
fmanlfeBt injustice be imposed on any

citizen at intermediate points."
Section 16 holds tbe officers or agents

of the companies responsible who by
false billing or false classifications
bring about discrimination, under pen-

alties of fines from $100 to $1000. Street-
cars and lnterurban electric lines are
excepted from the operation of the act.

The above is a fairly complete sum-
mary of the law. It will be seen that
the companies are Intended to be held
in an iron grasp by the officers of the
state. The way is opened for interpre-
tation of the terms just and reasonable
far more restricted than hitherto
known. The wide world is to be ad

vised of the inner workings of the busi
ness of the railroads and express com
panies. Officers and agents of the com is
panies are to be put into direct and
personal relations with the state, and
they are to have no secrets. Fine and
Imprisonment are to be their portion if
they tail in the state-Impos- ed duty. No
restriction as to qualification is imposed
on the choice of the Governor for Com'
miasioners. and the nearest branch of
the Superior Court of the state Is set
as the forum in which these intricate
questions are to be tried out. So no
provision is made for expert knowledge
where long apprenticeship, experience
and high character would be demanded
by any private employer. The next
two years will tell the tale.

THE PASSING OF MBS. STANFORD
Mrs. Jane Lathrop Stanford, whose

sudden and tragical death occurred
at Honolulu on March 1, left the
record of a long, generous and
useful life. Had she lived until Au-
gust of the present year, she would
have been SO years old. Her sudden
passing was therefore not a strange
event, nor one to create surprise. The
tragedy in It is in the fact that her last
moments were tnose or great pnysicai
suffering and mental disturbance,
whereas a peaceful, smiling exit --was
her due from kind Nature.'

The theory that hep death was due to
poison placed by malevolence In the
simple potion that she had long been
accustomed to take to aid digestion and
Insure a restful night's repose seems
untenable. Motive for such, an act, so
far as has yet been disclosed, is utterly
lacking. A gentle-spoke-n, klndly-dl- s-

posea woman, lar auvancea m ears,
Tho e Koo and not evil all the
days of her life; a woman whose heart
beat in unison with that of all mother- -

hood because both the Joy and the sor--
row'of motherhood had touched It with
exceeding tenderness; a woman who
entered into the pleasures and aspira
tions of young men and women and
gave with generous hand of her abun-
dance to promote them such was Jane
Dathrop Stanford.

It is much easier and more reason
able to think that her death was due to
natural causes than to .dark design.
That she herself believed she had been
poisoned and so declared with almost
her latest breath Is the pity of It But
that this belief adds to the probability
of the assumption cannot be main
tained. Hallucinations are common to
men and women well advanced in
years. Mrs. Stanford appears to have
been possessed by the idea that some
hidden hand. Inspired by a secret mo
tivc, had made an attempt upon her
life, and to thwart this purpose she
went abroad. That this idea took pass
age with her is not strange, since it be
longed to the order of things that can
not be left behind. It Is not improba
ble certainly not impossible that this
fact, through the subtle law of sug
gestion, "may account for the presence
of a deadly drug in her medicine, if
chemical analysis finds one there.
The subtleties of the human mind, la
boring under hallucination, are practl
cally unfathomable. Sane upon all
other subjects, it is pot impossible that
this much-love- d and venerated woman
was unsound upon this point, and that
this delusion might have been the in
strument whereby the deadly drug was
Introduced into her medicine. She
seemed perfectly sure that it was there;
she bad no reason to suspect any one
of having placed it there- - Careful in
vestigation has failed thus far to find
any motive for bo doing. If analysis
proves the presence of strychnine in
the medicine which she took a short
time before she was seized with death
pangs, the instinctive conclusion will be
that no one outside of her own house-
hold could have placed it there, and
that in all human probability no one
besides herself had reason to suspect
its presence.

Tho caBe is one that has attracted
and will yet attract wide attention.
Unless, as seems improbable, a motive
for a deed so dastardly is disclosed and
traced to its source, the assumption
that any one desired to procure the
death of Mrs. Stanford will be untena
ble. The discovery of strychnine in
her medicine will, to be sure, prove
that she died from the action of that
deadly drug, but it will not solve the
mystery. The only clew to this mys
tery will be the knowledge of the haunt
ing-- fear indeed the flxed belief of
Mrs. Stanford that she would die by
poison Introduced into ber medicine
bottle. And this Is a clew so shadowy
that It will be impossible to follow it
to a demonstrable conclusion.

LEARNING HIS LOCATION.
These are dull days for lovers of the

subtler points of the law. Those who
love to hear lengthy arguments over In
genious defenses made by lawyers who
are careful not to confound law and
mmraon pense are beinrr done out of
much intellectual recreation of late.
The latest instance of the collapse of
an unexpectedly brilliant defense oc
curred In Astoria before Judge Mc- -
Brlde, who recently caused some sur-
prise by holding that a stream down
which logs were floated was a stream
in which it is possible to float logs and
therefore a floatable stream within the

i meaning of the law. Decisions such as
this will soon bring ordinary folk to
believe that there, may be something
more than foolishness in tne law alter
all.

This by the way, however. The case
in question is that of one Hendrlckson.
charged with selling liquor In Precinct
No 1 Astoria, in violation of the local--
ontlon law. Hendrlckson admitted sell
ing liquor, but denied that his saloon
was witnin tne precinct, wnicn is
bounded on the north by the shore line
of the Columbia. As the saloon, in
common with a number of other build
lngs in Astoria, projects over the river,
Hendrlckson maintained that it was
not wholly within the precinct in ques
tlon. That was an ingenious defense.
but the jury agreed with Judge Mc- -
Brlde that the saloon could not be half
In Astoria and half In the Columbia
River, so the resourceful defendant was
found guilty.

Boundaries of all sorts have furnished
lots of work for the courts, and have
on the other hand enabled many per
sons to escape a disagreeable appear
ance In court- - Clearly the Astoria man
should have floated his entire saloon
out Into the stream, as has been done
more than once for prizefights. But
even then, in view of the present tend'
ency to interpret the law in some ac
cordance with its spirit, the floating
saloon would run up against a legal
snag. Hendrlckson. however, should be
grateful that the status of his saloon
has been setlled, even at the- - cost of
some Inconvenience or pecuniary loss
to himself. In former times he "must
have been greatly puzzled as to

' whether he should vote in Precinct No.-

1 or out In the Tlver. Is'ow he h& good
legal authority for knowing 'where he

at."

The question of advertising their pro
fessional skill is a perplexing one to

itthe doctors. Of course, being human,
they want the public to know where
they may be found, and also what they
can do, from their own estimate of
their abilities. But that intangible
thing known as the "ethics of the pro
fession" steps in and thwarts this very at
natural desire. No wonder they chafe
or that they seek means to evade the
rule that compels them to refrain. Now
and then chance favors some one of
them, it is true. There is an accident
and Dr. is called and in a
'skillful manner" relieves the suffer

ings of the patient. But the doctor's
chance to get his name In the paper
without incurring the censure of the
medical society Is dlscouragingly infre
quent. Under the strain induced by
6uch conditions, it is no wonder that,
professional choler comes up when an
insinuation is made that a doctor, after
all of his efforts to observe arule, that
irks him sorely and still let the public
know that be is alive. Is accused of the

-- in nf "advertisin.

At the Cabinet Council which the
Czar has summoned for this evening, it
is probable that he will announce his
decision regarding the establishment of
a. representative assembly of the peo-

ple. The Associated Press announces
authoritatively" that the Czar favors

such an innovation in Itself, but hesi
tates before the ultimate consequences
of the step. There are two courses the
Czar may take. He may dam the flood. . .T1, , . ,v,i
VQlQme bursta bound3 or ha
direct it peacefully into constitutional
channels. It is evident that the estab-
lishment of an assembly authorized to
propose laws, especially when the Influ
ence of a free press )s considered, will
be but the first step. Freedom does

. . ,f .. j ,
not go oacK. une victory dui. leaca cer
to a greater. No wonder the Czar hesi
tates. His assent to the formation of a
strong national assembly signs the
death warrant of autocracy, except as
a name, while on the other hand re-
pressive measures may yet preserve it
for a space.

The closing on the dayeet of the
great gates holding the waters of the
Snake River back behind the huge dam
built twenty-thre-e miles east of tho
Twin Falls Is. an event which should
not pass without remark and congratu
lation. Addition of 271,000 acres of irri
gated land to the State of Idaho by this
one operation throws into the shade
works hitherto undertaken in these
North Pacific States. Possible addition
of 150.000 acres to that area Is covered
in the plans for holding and distribut-
ing the water. Engineering success Is
in plain sight. The commercial return
reasonably expected from the outlay of
the $1,600,000 already expended will en-
courage any doubters to take hold of
many irrigation enterpriseo' still prac
ticable in this state. For, be it remem
bered that irrigation in Oregon is yet
in its infancy.

The "clean-up- " spirit deserves what
it is getting encouragement from ail
quarters. It is surprising, when we
come to look about us, how many
places, even in the business districts.
need to be cleared of litter of various
kinds in order that the city may be
made presentable for company. This is
the very best time of the year in which
to inaugurate a system of municipal
housecleanlng. There are no weeds or
foliage to interfere with the work, and
all things combustible can be burned
without danger to property. There Is"

some evidence of activity along these
lines, but there is a great deal to do,
and unless every one does his and her
akare the result will not be what It
should be a city on parade, that has
no cause to be ashamed of its appear
ance. et the good work go on.

An Arabian revolt against Turkey
with the intention of establishing an
autonomous state In Yemen would
probably lead to European Interference,
especially in view of Premier Balfour's
recent declaration of a British "Mon
roe Doctrine" for the Red Sea. Sev
eral nations have endeavored to estab
lish coaling stations on the Red- - Sea lit
toral of late years, but in view of Brit
ain's outspoken announcement none
have been made recently. If the pres
ent incipient re Demon grows into a
successful movement, it is likely that
the Arab state will be recognized as
promptly rty Britain as Panama wao by
America. '

The people of Portland feel almost as
a personal loss the disaster that has
happened to the steamship Oregon.
Part and parcel of the commercial
equipment of the city and state, and
only in a lesser degree of the entire
Pacific Northwest for a score of years,
the good old ship seems to have met her
end. though happily without loss of life.
"We had come to regard her almost as a
sentient thing, and are not without
hope that she will be saved to our com
merce yet many years.

Renorts from Mukden indicate that
the guns, as well as the men, that re-

duced Port Arthur are now being used
oy Oyama against Kurppatkln. It is
entirely probable that the ch coast
defense guns, the "Osaka Babies."
which compelled Stoessel's capitulation.
a now being used to pulverize the
Russian fortiflcatio'ns along the fihakhe.

The portable Ecnooinouse is not a
tblng of beauty. It la even of doubtful
utility. But let us not be censorious.
It represents an earnest effort on the
part of the School Board to give all of
the children in the district a chance.

Congress may give the Jamestown
celebration $250,000. It gave Lewis and
Clark $450,000. It takes labor, strategy.
persuasion and influence to get any
such an appropriation.

The California Assembly has passed
an anu-rac- c tracK dui ana an anu- -
prizefight bill. The latter had already
gone through the Senate. Everybody is
getting good.

Heheadlng Is the only treatment that
will cure some persons of the spitting
habit, and this course is too vigorous
for even Dr. Woods Hutchinson to ad
vocate.

Arizona doesn't want to be coupled
I up with New Mexico, and New Mexico

doesn't want to be coupled up with.
Arizona. "Who can blame them?

The Colorado Legislature appears dis
posed --to seat Adams, mainly because
he was elected.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Throwlnsr bricks at railroads has be
come a popular legislative amusement.

"Violets. 15 cents a bunch." Doesn't
do you good to hear that cry in the

street? It brings Spring Into the city.
The older poets used to speak of the
'senator violet," on account of its
color, and it causes a smile to think of
this in connection with the Senate

oneWashington. Of all Incongruous
things, violets and Senators are most
egreglously incongruous. But one for-

gets the Senate and looks on the
bunches of violets as fragrant epi
tomes of Spring.

A. member of opje of . th,e women's by
lodges in Spokane alluded to the grand
officers as "stinkers, liars and highway
robbers.' The dispatch fails to state
whether she was knocking or boosting.

The game question will not be Anally
settled until the only specimens left
are stuffed ones in glass cases.

Jawn I. Sullivan, we note, has trained
down to 273. Must be after Britt.

Children should be allowed to talk as
much as they please at table, says the
Home Training Association. Probably is
tha members had some experience in
trying to put contrary opinions Into
practice.

to
Poor Count On!. He came all the way

across the Atlantic to marry a girl who
was copped out by a Philadelphia man
the day before the Count's steamer ar
rived on this side. We hope the Jilted
one had foresight enough to buy a
round-tri- p ticket, or, if he didn't take
this precaution, that he has money
enougn to get uome again.
ble thing to be thrown over Dy any
glrL but especially by an nelress.

I

Louisville surgeons "have established I

new record. They recently did the
.nrwTi.iioitia ntnnt with an

. .
UUJ . 7. " . .v..IS gTaauaiiy approacmns uio -- t,a
when the surgeon will arrive slmulta--
necusly with the stork, and the miser- - I

ablft aDnendlx will be excised before It
has time to learn its own evil posslbill- -
ties. I

mils " no ttif sarft or I

v t A,or. v y would remark, there
is a discussion as to whetner or not
college women marry. Of the Portland
members of the Association of Collegiate
Alumna. a. H are married and 15 are
not.

Among the "Lost and Found" adver
tisements yesterday appeared one tnat
struck a plaintive note: "Lost A pair of
pants, Left on M car Sunday morning."
That was a pretty careless thing for a
man to do.

Dr. Osier, it now appears, has been en
gaged for many months on an essay
to be called "La Crlse do Quarante Ans
"The Crisis of Forty." It uhed to be
that the age of 45 was considered the
"grand climacteric," but Dr. Osier has
placed it at 40. It is probable that he
is illogical enough to expect this thesis,
written at the age of 6 to be his own
greatest work.

'Now I lay me" is a goner. The West
End Mother's Committee of Chicago has
condemned It. One of the West End
mothers quoted the lines:

Nov I lay me down to alee?,
I pray th Lord rny soul to Xsep,
Aad It I die betoro I Drake,
I pray tha Lord my soul to take.

The idea of death during tho night
Is horrible and I never use it," added
the West End mother, amid applause from
the other mothers. It la high time the
lines were modernized, for although lulla
bies and such trifles are not approved
by scientific mothers they are still used
here and there. Children might be taught
to repeat:

Now I lay ma down to sle3.
I pray all germs outside to kej;
If any coma before I wake.
Eomo disinfectant I trill take.

When the United States lately took up
tho Panama Canal project with a dis
play of energy, a popular editorial para
graph was one mentioning the fact that
various nations had talked about such a
waterway for the last 200 years. The
topic Is not quite so popular now. possibly

I

from a feeling that the talking period
"may last SCO years more.

Some of the London papers have been
dwelling upon the unhappy lot of Sir
Mortimer Durand, the British Ambassador
to this country. A New York paper
represents the ambassador as saying of
American iokes: "I laugh when I hear
them, and then when they sink in I
laugh again." As the duties of a British
ambassador In Washington and of an
American ambassador In London are
larsrelv social, wouldn't It be well to
nut nrosncctive diplomats throush
course of study In the Jokes of the
country to which they will go? To under
stand the Jokes of a nation is to under
stand tha character of its people. In
view of the importance of a knowledge

of national Jokes., to say nothing of
the great social kudos that comes from
laughing at the right time and place,
we believe that Whltelaw .Held should
serve a row manias as private ocuo- -
tary to the editor of Punch. We have
no representative humorous Journal over
hare, but the next British ambassador
might be sent out on the road with a
cigar drummer before he took over the
duties of his office.

WEX J.

Derelict.
6. Decatur Smith. Jr.. In Llpplneott'a.

Were ever you busted, forelcs. broke a
hrnVrn stcne.

Deep In the heart of Asia, .homesick and all
alone 7

j u you were, it l you Td talk to you who will
I understandmr it means wooi p. n w

friend from your native land.
Who can talk your native language la the dear

old nauve way.
who vlll holler.

Gosh dern ye, .Heneryl What's punKins. train
today?

TTnw'it nil tha folk at Wayback? Hour's old
Silas, at the coveT

Ldo the tellers still drop In at night an" set
around his stovs.

An chaw terbacker constant, an spit, an'
soecHlate

About the country's future, very doubtful ot 1U

fats?
Tia xTam "Rnl on rot married yet? How Is

them Parker twins?
X ain't seen none of 'em for years"
TUfJr where your life begins
A voice like this will call you. and visions will

arise
Too sreet for smiles; too eaSTfor tears; and

there before you lies I
Youth, vanished youth, your hops your

dreams, all that you might have been;
Things It Is now loo iaU to do, triumphs toq

lata to wi-n-
Stranded, a boneless, derelict, a lump within

your throat
bites and chokes your utterance, and, to the

kindly note -

Of friendship in your old friend's voice of
greet! nc and gocd-wl-

All-yo- n canjrtammer in reply la, "Hello, 31111"

PUBLIC BUILDINGS FOR ALL
Hott the United State Is Providian Handsome Edifices for Xrmt

Citfea and Tovras Why They Ara Built, and AVho Pays the Bill. '

Walter Wellman in Chicago Record-He- r-

aid.
speaking of the 53.000.CCO public build-

ingIN bill now pending in the House of
Representatives as redolent of pork, in

need not go to the, length of con-

demning all appropriations for the erec
tlon of Federal buildings nor needful and
wholly proper river and harbor improve-
ments like the Delaware River channel.
Uncle Sam Is rich enough, surely, to
spend large sums in promoting commerce

deepening channels apd In dredging
out harbors where such work Is clearly
justified by commercial conditions. He is to
rich enough, too. to erect public buildings
wherever there Is a reasonable ratio be-

tween the cost of the structure together
with maintenance and annual rental the
Government will have to pay for the post-offi- ce

and other accommodations It no
Federal building be put up. But there has
developed throughout the country a craze
for Federal buildings. The people of small in
cities and towns get up a move for a new
poatoftico. Of course the Congressman

appealed to, and of course the Con-
gressman knows on which side his polit-
ical bread Is buttered. So the Congress-
man goes after an appropriation, and
experience shows that he Is quite likely

succeed, especially if he happens to be
member of the committee on public

buildings and grounds.

It Is a somewhat remarkable feature, of
tne pending measure that $5,000,000 of the
$9,000,000 of appropriations carried. In It go
to the 15 statesrepresented on the com
mittee. These 15 states get two-thir- of

atatea and thg terrltorIea get one-thir- d.

Th, new DUnlinss authorized by the bill
are nearly all postoftlces. In most in
Btntiro. tho ViiU(lln7Q nm In tin prACtprl in
towns of less than 10,000 Inhabitants. The
average cost of tho proposed new post
offices is $50,000.

Tn --7 mm th hill authorizes, hulldlnsa
on sites already owned by the Govern
mant. OT,

, fn tT,a thft nnnronriatlon
s2.i45.OOO. For five buildings on sites

xha.t have been donated the appropriation
i3 $273,000. In 49 cities the bill authorizes
the purchase or sites and tne erection 01

1

Trr fwi

aiemoers 01 uio caiamiura ubibuu uicit- -

"work on tho ground that they have pared
down the estimates of the Treasury De-
partment. As a matter of fact, the bill
carries an appropriation oi ;i,5t,uw tor
completing 45 buildings 'now under con
struction- - That is. the bill proposes to
add so much to the cost of those struc
tures over and above the original plan.
When these buildings were authorized
there was a surplus in the treasury. Con
gress now proposes to enlarge these struc
tures, Or at least to increase their cost,
when there is a deficit In the revenues.
Uncle Joe doesn't like the bill and Is
fighting it tooth and naiL

It Is true one should not ba too fcard
on the small citle3 and towns. They are
an integral and a very important part
of our common country. Some of tne
be3t people and the most intelligent
and patriotic in the United States live
in them- - My observation has been that
the people of tne small cities ana?
towns are tho clo.sest readers of news-
papers we have, and tho best informed
on all public questions. Where the busy
man In the large city scans the dead
lines and reads a dab here and there
the mon of the smaller cities read
everything through- - They digest and
assimilate what they read. Moreover,
these people of, the smaller places get
mighty little out of the Government.
Really they get little of a practical
character besides their mail facilities.
and for these they pay their share of
the cost It is not quite just, perhaps,
that the large city should bave its
$1,003,000 or $2,000,000 public building
and aH the other evidences of the pres
ence of the Federal Government, while
the less important community is com
pelled to go through generation after
generation without ever catcmng
elimpse of Uncle Sam's good money.

But there should be moderation in ait
things, even in spending the cash of

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

Chicago Journal- -

NEW TORK, Feb. 20. Mrs. Towner
has gone to Camden, N. J., to attend a
meeting of the Eastern Star.

Tho young people of the Baptist Church
will give a "country fair." the proceeds
to "n to tha Mlsslonarv Socletv. who In
tend to send It to the heathen in'Indla,

A new Job printing office has been lo
cated on East Fourteenth street by a
young sprig from Chicago named Saul.
He is cutting Into the business of the
World and other job plants.

Arthur Westby, the little son of Al
exander "Wetby, the well-kno- fer-
ryman, while playing with a jackknife
yesterday, swallowed It . The doctor says
there may bo no evil results. It may
make a sharp man. out of little Art--

Mr. and Mrs. Culver, of Chicago, were
here between trams Friday on their
way to Hartford.

Some of our society folks have got
into the habit of eating dinner at 7
o'clock In tho evening. We knew some
of thorn who used to come in out of the
field, grab a piece of pork, swallow it,
call it dinner, and be mightly glad they
had It. Beats all how some folks put
on style.

Harry Lehr Is to be the principal ' at
traction at the dog show. MORE ANON.

Soda Water Stops Hunger.
Chicago Journal.

' Soda water is now prescribed for
hunger, especially for the abnormal
hunger produced by disease. The seat
of hunger is found in the solar plexus.
By the uso of water charged with carr
bonic acid gas the branches of the
solar plexus distributed through the
mucous membrane of the stomach are
Influenced in such a way that the ab-
normal irritation of tho plexus, which
is the foundation for the ravenous hunger
often present in diabetes and certain forms
of Indigestion, may be greatly mitigated
If not wholly appeased.

Georgia Leads in Peaches.
Georgia has held tho lead In the pro- -

tuction of peaches for the Eastern
market since 1302. and for years to
come is likely to be the leading peach
state in the Union. She has more than
7,660,000 trees.

Peace or War.
Clinton Scollard.

On bleak Manchurlan heights beside the
Han

Winter and War axe monarch s. Night and
day.

Keyed for the conflict, and In grim array.
The opposing leaguers threaten; now a gun
Roars Its reverberant challenge, and the sun

Shrinks in the sky behind a veil of gray;
The Iron shock Is answered, and tho fray

Sounds for a little space, and then Is done.

Tls but the grisly prelude. When the Spring
Shall up the vales her flowery path re-

trace
Shall come the titan struggle; earth shall

Ting
With the great grapple, the red death- -

embrace.
unless unless O Peace, ot the wmt wing.

Show thou meanwhile the blessing or thy
-face! " .

our rich and generous Uncle Samuel.
Tho records of the Treasury Depart
ment show that the Government has al
ready made some very bad investments

public buildings in small towns. The
average anual cost of taking care of a
public building that has cost $lo0,000 to
put up Is, according to the Treasury,
$3127, as follows: Repairs and mainte-
nance. $500: fuel, light and water.
$1463; employes, janitor, etc., $1140;
miscellaneous, towels, etc., $35. This
annual cost of the upkeep of the build-
ing Is from five to six times the annual
rental of buildings occupied by postof-fic- es

In the cities in which it is proposed
erect new buildings. Take Belvldere,

UL, for example. It is proposed to ap
propriate $55,000 for a Federal building
there, where the total Government re-
ceipts amount to $16,957 a year, and
where the building occupied by the
postofflce costs In rent, fuel, eta, $750

year. Tq save this rent money the
Government is asked to invest $55,000
and then spend more than $3000 a year

maintenance of the new structure.
How great an Investment the Gov- - ,

ernment has already made in public
buildings is shown by the fact that on
June 30, last year, there were 376 pub-
lic buildings in the United States, and
their coat aggregated $140,000,000. Fifty-t-

hree more buildingsowere In course
of erection, at an authorized cost of
$39,500,000. and still 144 others had
been authorized at a cost of $14,003,000
on which work had not begun.

Mere than one-thi- rd of tho towns in
which the pending bill proposes to put
up Federal buildings have less than
50Q0 population. Some of the towns are
not ejea incorporated. Gulfport, Mass..
with a population of 1060, is to have a
$50,000 building, or $50 worth of build-
ing per inhabitant- - At that ratio the
Government building in Chicago
should-cos- t the snug sum of $100,000,030
and that in Philadelphia $75,030,000.
Paris, Tcnn., with a population of 201S,
13 to have a $50,000 building, and Sheri-
dan, Wyo., with 1559 people. Is to re-
gale itself with a Federal building
costing $60,300.

If Uncle Sam Is going into the business
of putting up postofllces in every city and
town of tho United States and it Is get-
ting so now the town that doesn't get its
share feels slighted and raises a row
about It he has a pretty large contract
before him. According to the last census
there are about 2500 towns in the United
States that would come within the scope
of the programme arranged by the House
committee on public buildings and
grounds.

The Nay we must have, while the pub
lic buildings In Paris. Tenn., and Nacog-
doches. Tex., and Valdosta, Ga., and Mos
cow, Idaho, we can worry along without.
If, however. It should In time become well
settled public policy to put up Federal
buildings in all the cities and towns of
the country and there is argument in
favor of it no one nead fear thot Uncle
Sam will go bankrupt In carrying out tha
enterprise. The United Stated could put
a $50,000 or a $100,000 building in every
town of 2000 or more inhabitants and
never feel it-- At the same time, it could
go on upbuilding the Navy till it stands
the first Navy in the world, and It would
not feel the loss of that money.

Few Americans realize how rich a peo-
ple we are. Good Judges have declared
the American Nation could pour into the
Government treasury each year, if neces
sary, $3,000,000,000, or six times the pres
ent Income, before the people began to
feel that they were heavily taxed. Federal
taxes in the United States are so much
smaller in proportion to the ability of tha
people to carry than in any other country
that foreigners marvel a word of com-
plaint on this score Is ever heard from our
citizens. Tho United States could pro-
duce three billions of public revenue a
year lor easier than the poor people of
Russia could contribute one billion, as
they must be doing at the present time.
A short time ago the Russian government
had an able economist here studying the
American fiscal system. After months of
observation he declared the ability of the
American people to produce revenue for
their Government, without hardship to
themselves, was the most wonderful thing
In the world. He estimated our revenue-p-

roducing power up to the point of
equal strain upon the people at ten Ume3
that of his own country.

Chicago alderman's misfortune
Chicago Inter Ocean.

Politeness yesterday caused Alder-
man Patrick Moynihan, of the Eighth
Ward, South Chicago, to freeze his ears.

As he was leaving his home after a
noonday meal he spied a neighbor, a
very pretty young matron, stretching
a clothes line preparatory to hanging
out her weekly washing. The Alder-
man's manly instincts arose to the oc-

casions
Leading over the fence he hailed her.

"It is too cold for you to do that," he
cried. "You will freeze your nose." The
young woman replied that it must be
done.

This staggered the Ald.erman, who
had not thought of that But only for
a moment- - "If it must be dane" ha
cried, "let me do It," Without a mo-
ment's hesitation, "All right," she an-
swered, and running Into the bouse,
left the polite Alderman to his task.
Before he had finished both of his

ears were frozen.

Globules.
New Tork Globe.

In our judgment of others we are, not even
acquainted with the simple rules of addition
and subtraction.

Bed tape Is the bandage around mummi-
fied things to keep- - them froni faUlng apart.

It la generally a man who has no push,
who puts the emphasis on the pull.

Only those who have no magnetism dis-
believe in affinity.

Interest In things Is our title deed to Ufa.
and lack of Interest Is death's first capture
of the outer forts.

Jl drunkard's "one more" has often been
his last through no fault of his own.

It is poor penanca to o'ffer- the slop pall
of charity to the dog-- we've kicked.

There are many old one-hor- "dinky"
routes remaining among the Improved high-
ways of the modern brain.

Memory Is the circle described by ths
radii ot a large life.

In pretending that Us long ears denote-dee-

interest in what Is being said a jack-
ass Is wise enough to "keep up appearances.

The "practical" clas3 ought to
know that their "solid ground" once began
a3 cloud and vapor.

People don't like solitude because they
hate to meet their worst enemy there.

Oversight of Nature.
Academy.

It is desirable to exclude light and
sound, but. while we have eyelids, no
apparatus for closing the ears Is known
save, I believe, In certain animals wfalcb-lnhabl- t

the sea, and whose ears are of
small auditory importance, In these days,
when barrel organs assail us with tha
"Ave Maria," playing Bach's accompani-
ment In G- - and Gounod's air in some-
thing more than G. and when the motor
car makes night hideous, one sighs for
earllds.

France's Big Wins Harvest.
France had a great wine harvest in

1904, the best. In fact, with one excep-
tion, since 1875. The total production
Is reported. In 'advance of final official
figures, at 1,743.359,650 gallons. The
Cleveland Leader frants to know how
many Americans realize, even in the
dimmest fashion, what that means. It
is the equivalent of a canal of wine
10 feet deep, 100 feet wide, and 44 miles
lonsr.


