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REIGN OF TERROR

Rebellion Rampant in
the Caucasus.

TROOPS ARE  BESIEGED

Over One Thousand Killed in
Riots at Baku.

POLAND CUT OFF FROM WORLD

.

Rallroad Strike Stops All Communi-
cation, and Btrikers Again Grow
Riotous — Black Sea Fieet

b Bombards Rebel Town.

—_—

SPECIAL CABLE

&T. PETERSBURG, Feb, 24—That thers
ia a reign of terror in the Cauvcasus s no
longer denied by the officlals here; in
fact, It is opegly admitted at the War
Office that communication with the dis-
trict i= absolutely cut off and that the
troops there are simply unabie 1o com-
municate with St. Petersburg. In many
places the soldlers are besieged in their
barracks and are only hoiding their po-
aitions by force of mumbera.

One report received here statos that
eallors and marines from the Black Sen
equadron have been landed and hurried
into the district to cope with the Infurl-
ated mobs of strikers. who are parading
throughout the country districts looting
the mansions of the pobles and carrying
away adl of the livestock of the several
placea.

it &a roported here this morning that
the Czar hun lssuad an edict drafting re-
servists from all of the outlying districts
and from BL Petersburg and Mosoow (o
do duty In the Capcasus. and several bri-
gades which were destined for the Far
East have been ordered to remain untdl
this latest insurrectionary movement Ia
put down,

MOBS RIOT IN BAKU STREETS
Strikers and Tartars Fight, and Over
a Thousand Are Killed.
SPECIAL CABLE
BAKU, Russia, Frb. M —Not in the his-
tory of this city have such wcenes as
have transpired dwring the last three days
bean known, and In nearly every house-
bnld there is a mourning today, and the

end s not yet.

On Bunday a street brawl broke oul be-
tween a party of strikers and Tariar boys,
which soon resclved Itself Into a generad
riot, Fighting continued untll Wednes-
day, when both sides called & troce,

Hundreds of houses were burned about
the headls of their ooccupants, and, while
the casusllies are s&s yet unknown, It Is
estimated that over W0 persons were
kilied, while more than twice that num-
ber were Injured, Entire families have
been dragged from thelr homes and mas-
sarred and thelr bodies shockingily muti-
lnted and left in the siresis

A mob of fully 200 persons made an
attack uwpon ithe Pitoyeff and Kaspigsk
works, but were finully repulsed by the
guards, leaving behind them over 3 dead.
More trouble is feared.

WARSHIPS BOMBARD REBELS

They Contrel Batoum, and Govern-
ment Is Powerless.
CONSETANTINOPLE, Feb. i--Ex-
tremely alarming reports are current
here concerning the situation at Ba-
toum and Potl. It is alleged that some
vassels of the Biack Saa

{Russian) have bombarded Potl,

An English merchant who has just
arrived here says he was obliged to
fles from Batoum, where hils life was
menaced by strikers and his office da-
etroyed. This merchant say= the au-
thoritles of Batoum are powerless. The
sirikera are all Georglans, and are es-
timated to number 40.000.

The steamship lines from Constanti-
nople to Batoum have suspended serv-
iee,

AWFUL CRIMES STAIN BAKU

Wheole Family Burned to Death, and
Many Murders Committed.

BAKU, Feb. 23 —The town s now
Guiet. All the Armenian shops have
have been closed, but the banks are
doing business under milltary protec-
tion. Order has been restored at Ba-
lakhany. but st Romany today strikers
attucked two factories and as & result
30 persons were killed or wounded.

In Baku many terrible murders have
been commitied. Manager Adamoff, of
the Naphtha Refining VWorxs, his wife
and ehildren wera hurned to death, A
legal ofMcial and a bazaar owner, with
the Istter's famlly, have been mur-
dered.

POLAND CUT OFF FROM WORLD

Railroads Are Tied Up, Strikers Vio-
lent and Strike Spreading.

WARSAW, Febh, 3.—-The situation hero
1= causing the greatest anxiety In all eir-
cies. The assistant of the Governor-Gen-
eral, who was mtarviewed today, frankily
admitted that the government le at a lors
to know what to do. Alarming reportis
are current concerning the Intention and
plans of the revolutionary party, and
March 4 is awnited with murh appreben-
slon. The strike agitation s spreading in
every direction, and bank clerks, journal-
iots, office sarvants, printers, drivers and

squadron |

withstanding all this, the situntien in the
city is remarkably quiet,

The Vienna rallroad is still compietely
at a standutill, and thare appears no hope
of a speedy settlement of the &ifficuity.
The directors had a long session today,
but were unable to find a solution. They
will renew the conference tomorTOow,
Western Poland s completsly cut off
from communication with Middle and
Western Burope, except by telegraph. No
malls are arriving or leaving, the author
ities apparently preferring to hold mills
rather than send them by circultous
routes. Commercial interests and privits
individuale are much inconvenlenced.
The city Is threatenad with & coal fam-
ine, the entire supply of eonl coming from
the District of Dombrova over the Vienna
road. The Guvernor-General has offerod
to supply military men to work the
trains = but it f» impracticable, as the
sirikers have destroped swilches, Many
troops going from Moscow and St Pet-

burg are detained here and grest quan-
tities of perishable freight from France
and Itaiy are being utterly spolled by the
delay.

A telephone message from Lodz ssys
the workmen in most of the factories
there have returned to their labors, but,
as the blg mills are only paying the old
wages, while the pay of the men In the
small mills has been Increasesd, it s
fearsd that the improvement la oaly tem-

porary,
The employes of the Warsaw-Mlava
soction of the Vistula Rallway bave

struck, cutting off the last direct lne of
communication with Germany. Only very
circultous routes are now gpen.

WARHAW, Feb, N (1230 A. M).—The
strikers nre resorting to violence. They
have destroyed the great switchboard sta-
tiom outside the cily and a gang cut a
number of telegraph wirea

FIGHTING IN CITY STREETS

Biack Sea Squadron Reduces Poti to
Ruins.
SPECIAL CABLE,

CONSTANTINOPLE, Feb. 24.—It Is
reported here that the situation ajong
the Elack Bea in Russia is most threat-
ening and that rioting and fighting In
the streets of all the clties has been
in progress for several days.

One report has i€ that the Russian
Bilack Sea squadron opensd on Potl
with its gun= and wrecked & iarge por-
tion of the clty.

BONDS OF SOCIETY LOOSENED

Strikes and Riots Everywhere_Czar
Called “Nicholag the Last.”

BT. PETERSBURG, Feb, =4 (3:50 A.
M.)—Dispatches from many citles in
the south of Russis as well a8 in the
Caucasun proper make this region the
center of interest In the week's strike
developments, though there have been
sporadic strikes in all portions of Rus-
sia. The tie-ups of rallrosds radiating
from Moszow in o very seri us festure
of the situation. In the Cauvcasus re-
glon the anthorities appear for the mo-
ment 1o have gained the upper hand,
but the situation may at any time
aghin pass out of thelr control. Even
the reinforcements of the military In
all of the citles seem to have been
Inadequate to prevent the continuance
of conditlons tending lo robbery, mur-
der and terrorism.

Telegraphie communication wams re-
stored to Hatoum this evening and a
dispatch recelved from that c¢lty indi-
cated that the troops and authorities
| have regained comtrol, but that ma-
| rauders wre unceasingly active, while
racial wstrife continues and the whole
population is in g state of panile.

Baku also iz comparstiively quiet,
though the phrase iz only relative to
the previous era of open murder and
plliage.

There iz no news fram Poti or Ku-
tals, but it ia presumed that they also
| have been temporarily pacified.

On the other hand, other citles out-
side the Caucasus are in a condition of
compiete disorder owing to sirikes
The forces of law and order apparently
have been unable to prevent the strik-
ers from resorting to tha tactios of
their fellows In St Petersburg and
marching from shop to shop and forc-
ing out every workman Many Gov-
ernment works in varwous parts of the
country are included in the suspen-
I,amrn. Half of the werkmen In Libau
are on strike, seriousty affecting the
manufaeture of military supplies.

The 8S1. Pestershurg workmen have
temporarily resumed their occupations
whila voting for members for the Im-
perial mized commiasion, but they are
possessed of the spirit of unrest. and
thelr sense of powsar is being fed by
incandiary proclamations, the latest of
which alludes o ths Emperor =as
“Nichalns the Last.™ and makes o rabid
attack upon the motives of the Gov-
ernment.

RUSSIAN AUTHORS ARRESTED

One of Them Vividly Depicted Scenes

of Bloody Sunday.

MOSCOW, Feb, 13.—Ths police to-
night arrested Leonide Andrieff, a weli-
known author, and two other less-
known writere The police refuse to
say whetaer the arrest is in oconmnection
with the sssassination of Grand Duke
Bergiue or for complicity with Gorky
and other Liberals in alleged revolu-
tionary comspiracies

Andrieff, whoe Is known as “Litile
Gorky,” has recently attracted much
attention by a powerful aketrh entitie]
*The Red Laugh,” which is appeariag
in a magasine and whilch resembles not
only in name, but in vigor and vivid-
ness Btephen Crune's “Red Badge of
Courage.” The sketch was written
under the Mmspiration of the tragedy of
Janusry 23, first deplcting the ghastly
merriment pools of blood In Manchu-
rian &t finding themseclves repeated in
the streets of Russlan citles. Ome critio
characterizses the sketch as a “Veresti-
shagin In prose.™

WILL ABOLISH THE CENSORS

Minister Bouligan Declares In Favor
of Free Press.

ST, , Feb. 23.—The
conference opened under the presi-
dency of Privy Councillor Kobeko to
conslder the question of the censorship
has in principle  declared In favor of
the abolition of censorship of news-

papers. The of the Minister of
the Interior dAeclared that Ministor
Bouligan & favored this course

and he wizshed that the change be made

gradually. The further ad-
vocatsd the the book cen-
sor for orig! and transistions.

FUSION FAR OFF

Commission Advocates
Ready for Deal.

LUMBERMEN QUITE SHY

Demurrage Matter Can be Set-
tled at Later Date.

EAST SIDERS ALL PLEDGED

House Caucus Has Agreed on the
Unit Rule in Dealing With All
Matters In Connection With
Crane-Dickson Bill.

OLYMPIA, Waah,, Feb. 22 —{Bpecial)—
The devalopmenis of another day have
not brought any encouragement to the
rallway commission man. The prospect
of an alllance with the lumbermen of the
Benate on the Earles damurrage blll now
seqms very remote, although the commis-
ron leaders of the House have sent out
n sicering committes to make a deal, If
posgible, on this or almost any other
basia that will secure enough votes to put
the Crane-Dickson measure through. This
steering committesn was appointed at a
capeus of East Bide members of the
House after adjournment this afiernoon,
and the men compeising it mre Repre-
sentatives Dickson, Relter and Crane,

The Esat Side combine of House mem-
bers now claims every East Side vote In
the House with the exception of Hux-
table of Epokane, who is a rallway con-
ductor, and who in the Jolnt commities
favored the railroad smandments to the
subcommittee bill. The caucus has agread
to go down the line on the Crane-Dick-
son bill and has adopted the unit rule
for dealing with other matters that may
ariss in conpection with the rallway com-
mission bill,

Lumbermen Are Flirting.

Beveral outside lumbermen appearsd on

mnade to secumw & mesting of men inter-
ested in the demurrags bill they were
without ewvall, and the [mpression Is
afiont that other proposals have been
made to the lumbermen that will ef-
fectually shut off negotiations between
them and the commisslon men.

In discussing the {tantative proposal
made by the Earles men tonight ons of
the House commisrion men was disposed
to threaten dire consequences to the de
murrage bill {f # should be passed by the
Senate through the concessions of the
anti-commission men, given in order to
defeat the passage of the House rallway
commission bill. It was asserted that the
commission men had enough votes in thas
House to kill the demurrvage bill, and
would do »o under such clroumstances.

If the lumbermen are flirting with the
other siie, however, it is partly due to
e Mot that the plan waas not feasible In
the first piace, because of the inability
of the lumbermmen to swing all their
strength on such & question.

Another element also enterm Into the
case. The logical course of the rallway
commission fight {a the passage of the
bill by the Houms and the cutting of it
to pleces in the Benate with amendments,
Under the present terms of the bill the
commission would undoubtedly have the
power to deal with the demurrage gues-
tion and the passage of both the HEurles
bill and the Dickson-Crane bill would only
ba double-shooiing the turn, with thas
slight advantage of having the demur.
mge guostion settled positively withouat
lsaving ft to the subsequent delermina-
tion of a oommiasion,

In the absence of an inahility to pget
fogether on & trade with the commis-
mion men, the lTembermen will not worry
over the ablitty of the Houss to kfil the
BEaries bill, but will expect to save the
powers of the commission in that di-
rection when oonferance commitiess are
appointed to agres, If possible, on the
amendmenis pot In the commission bill
by the Sanate

Factory Bill to Be a Ciub.

Another club is mentioned in connec-
tion with the forcing of the rallway com-
mission bill. This Is the Duvis faclory
inspection bIIL, now on third reading in
the House. The bill ia a modification of
the present factory inspection law, which
f= unsatisfactory to factory and lum-
bermen. The lumbermen want the Davis
bill passed and the threat to kill this
bill unisss the lumbermen line up In ths
Benate for the House commission bill &
under Adlecussion as a possible means of
converting Genators to the railway com-
mission ldes

The BEast Side cavcumers have pot out
an agreement tonight which they are elr-
culating among both Houss and Senate
membern 1t pledpes the signers (o stand
by the Crane-Dickson bill without amend-
ments. The rallway cammission men
ars not entering into the fight thus ear-
nestly with any grest degres of conf)-
dence. They have svary confldence of
pasking the Crane.-IMckson bl in the
Houss mnd assert that they have suffl-
clent strength pledged to do so, They are
not posmitive of a two-thirds wvote, how-
over, and are tharefore not assarting that
they will be able to suspend the rules to-
morrow .and put the bill on fOnal pass-
age. Undoubtedly the attempt will be
made, but If the opponeate of the bill are
meoking delay It In Hkely they wili be
able to postpone final sction for a few
days in the lower branch.

The possibility of delays does not worry
the commission men nearly so much as
the status of the fight In the SBenats, and

a toothless measure or none mt all are
thelr only gendine expectations as to the
final Tesult

HOUSE KILLS OSTEOPATH BILL

Measure Required Examination Be-
fore State Medical Board.
OLYMPIA, Wash.,, Feb. 20 —(Bpecial.)—
It tosk the House about thras minutes
afternoon to kill the Wilson osteo-
measure originated in
was passed by that body
opposition of & lobby malin-
by the members of the cateopathic

The bill has been referred to facetiously

secnod reading, reached
Booth of King promptly moved itg in-
definite postponement. The motion car-
ried with only a murmur of oppositdon.

Prior tg the Killing of the osteopath bill,
another measure by Senator Wilson, giv-
ing the Btate Board of Health control of

death an examination and burial certifi-
cate should be secured from a lNeensed
madical practitioner.
this section was In the Interesin of a
“medical trost,™ confined to members of
the older schools of medicine,

Crans of Spokane introduced one amend-
ment intended to correct the offending
section, and it was voted down. He then
introduced snother, and while it was un-
der dscussion a motion Indefinitely to
postpone the bill was made and defeated.
Crane’s second amendment was then
passed and the bill was advanced to third
reading.

The crane amendment provides that in
the event a person dles without the at-
tendance of a licensed practitioner, any
adult person muy certify to ths cause
of death for purpcses of furnishing sta-
tistics to the Board of Health and per-
mitting the issuance of a burial cerifl-
cate. b

The House passsd a number of imper-
tant Genate bills today. They include
Tocker's Wi, making it & felony to adul-
terate milk with formaldehyde or other
polsonous or deleterious gubstances; Hus-
stil's bill, fixing a maximum penalty at

check drawn against

The House passed Benator Moore's bill,
requiring hotel and restaurant kitchens
to be kept In a sanitary condition and
prescribing certain regulations to atialn
that end. The bill as it passed the Ben-
ate made 1t the duty of the Biate Labor
Commissionsr to Iinspect kitchens and
prosecute violations of the act in & sim-
flar manner to the Investigations and
prosscutions prescribed in Moore's biil of

imaginary

and leaves

—
—

The Houses today passsd a blil which
prescribas a method for taking up and

{Concluded om Page 12.)
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WAR [5 RENEWED

Foster’s Last Chance at
Patronage.

WANTS TO NAME JUDGE

New Judicial District Bill Will
Soon Pass.

JONES HAS THE FIRST CALL

Foster WIill Have a Week to Work
on Appointments Before Term
Expires — Candidates for
Judgeship.

OREGONIAN NEWS BUREAUDU, Wash-
ingion, D. C.,, Feb, I —The paironags war
between Senators Foster and Ankeny wes
renowed todsyr when the Benate passed
Representative Jones' bill dividing the
State of Waahington into two judicial
districts. This bill suthorizes the ap-
pointment of & new District Judge, United
States Attorney and Marshal all for the
pew Eastern district, and because of the
importance of the positions, both Benators
are anxious to contrel. A Benate amend-
ment provides that the bill shall become
effective as soon as signed by the Preal-
dent, which will probably make it opera-
tive ons week before the explration of
Foater's term.

This being the cass, Foster insists that
he shall be consulted in the selection of
these three officinls, but in all probabliiy
the new patromage will not be dealt out
until after March 4, and will then be
ocontrolled by Ankeny and Plies. Ankeny
ridicules the idea that Foster shall have
anything to say about those appointments
and will protest to the President if Fos-
ter takes the matter to the White House.

Provisions of BIlilL

This bill passed the Senale today In
amended form, and as soon as the House
accepts the Benate amendments will go
to the President for his signature. It
divides the stats into two judicial dis-
tricts, one emst and the olher west of the

| Caresile " Mouhtaine I¥  proVides - Lhat

terms of court in the Western district
shall be beid at Beattle, commencing on
the firmt Tussday in March and Novem-
ber, and at Tacoma in February and
July. In the Eastern district court will
be held at Spokane In April and Septem-
bar, Walla Walla In June and Decem-
ber and North Yakima in May and Octo-
ber. The present District Judge, Mar-
shal, United States Attorney and other
court officials are to bo assigned to the
Wemern district, and a pew Judge, At-
torney and Marshal will immaediately be
appointed by the President for the Eaat-
ern distriot. The new Judge will appoint
deputies, clerks and commisisoners for
his district, the pressnt commissionars
and deputies on duty in Eastern Washing-
ton to resign when thelr successors are
appolnted. The salaries of tha Judge and
other officials of the new Eastern dis-
trict will be the same as are now pald in
the district of Washington.
Jones Will Name Judge.

But for the personal efforis of Repre-
pentative Jones the judicial bl would
not have passad the House In view of
this fact, it is qufts probable that Jones
will have the selection of the new Dis-
trict Judge, and Ankeny will probably
salect the Marshal and Attorney. Al
must be residents of Enstern Washington
and be men of the highest integrity and
abllity. The President will satisfy him-
self on this score before ha makes the
appointments, and this conslderation In
itself will delay the appointments wuntil
after March 4

The impression ssems to pravail here
that E D. Whitson, of North Yakima,
will b» decided upon for Judge of the new
district. Benator Anksny positively re-
fuses to Intimate iIn any way whom he
will recommand, saying that 1t wiil be
time enough to do that after the bill be-
comes & law, but In view of the fact that
the bill contemplates placing the bead-
quarters of the court at Spokane, that
city eould hardly expect both Judge and
headquarters. Besators Ankeny and
Fliles bave had no oconferenge on the
matter. Conssquently Ssnator Plles de-
clines to discuss the subjeot.

Aside from Whitson, the following men
are candidates for the Judgeship: J. L.
Eharpetein and Thomas H. Brents, Walla
Walla; H. L. Kennen, J. Z Moors,
Joseph Linaley, 8. R Btein and E. H.
Sulilvan, of Spokane; J. N. Plckerell, of
Colfax, and Judge Charfes Miller, of Day-
ton. It ia thought that Linsiey will
eventually be recommended, In aceord-
ance with the agreement said to have
bean enfered Into by the Piles and
Sweeny forces =t the time of the Sena-
torial elaction,

CONFERENCE ON LAND FRAUDS

District Attorney Heney at White
House _President Thanks Burns.
OREGONIAN NEWS BUREAU, Wash-

fngton, D. C.. Feb R —District Attorney

Heney took lunch with the President to-

day by invitation. Becreotary Hitcheock

and Attorney-General Moody were pres-
ent. The ohject wam to hava a confer-
enca on the Oregon land fraud matters

The President later sent for W. J. Burns,

who had worked up the evidence in these

cases, thanked him and warmly congrat-
ulatad him on his succesaful work.

CORNELIUS

1S POSTMASTER

Fulton Secures His Appointment and
Confirmation at Hilisboro.
OREGONIAN NEWE BURBAU, Wazh-
ington, D. C., Feb. Z—The President

this mormning nominated and the Senate
this evening coufirmed B. H. Comneilus
as Postmaster at Hlillsboro This ap-
pointment ls made ino mccordance with the
assurance which the Preaident gave Ben-
ator Fulton last Saturday that he should
be permitted o control Oregun patronage
while the other members of tha delegn-
tion are under Indictment.

Fulton asked for the appolntment of
Corpellus after the Fostoffice Depart-
ment had refused to send In his name,
with the result above stated.
will take charge of the office =a socon as
& salsfactory bond Is flled.

New National Bank at Condon.
OREGONIAN NEWS BUREAU, Wash-
ington, D. €., Feb. 35.-The application
of F. T. Huriburt, of S8haniko, Or.; E. O.
McCoy, W. 1. Lord, J. W. French and
Bmith French o organize the Condon
National Bank, of Condon, Or., with §é.-
000 capital, has besn spproved by the
Comptroller of the Cuarrency.

Piles’ Credentials Presented.
OREGONIAN NEWSE BUHBAU, Waah-
ington, D. C., Feb. Z1L—Benator Fouter
today presented to the Senats the créeden-
tials of Senator-elect Piles.

CONFER ON LAND-FRAUD CASES

President Wil Push Them Vigor-
ously—Further Arrests Likely.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12 —As the Te-
sult of conferences held st the White
House today with Presidant Roosevelt,
further developments in the lapd fraund
cases in Oregon and California may be
expected at no distent day. Since the
first steps were taken looking to the
prosecution of the alleged offenders the
President has shown a keen Interest In
the investigations and the Indictments
which followed. With the view of ac-
quainting himelf with the sitoation, the
Preaident today waa In cloee conferance
with Secretary Hlitchcock, Attorney-Gen-
eral Moody and Special Attorney F. J.
Henny, who discussed with him the evi-
dence 30 for guthered.

Later ha beld a second confersnos, at
which were present Secretary Hitchoook,
Mr. Heney and Secrst Service Inspector
Wiillam E. Burns, who wns active In
bringing about & number of the arrests.
At thig latter meeting it s understood &
plan of action was mapped out, and the
statement was made tonight that It need
not ocoasion surprise If further arrests
are ordered. To Mr. Burns, it is under-
gtood, the President conveyed his warm
commendstion for weaving around the al-
leged offenders a chaln of evidence on
which the indictments were procured.

None of the persons mentioned would
make any statement, but from a reliable
source the Information wus gleansd that
the President purposes to carry the pros-
ecution io a final conclusion as vigorous-
ly as were the Postoffics cases.

STILL RECOVERING THE DEAD

Rescuers in Ruined Coal Mine Baf-
fled by Foul Odors.

BIRMINGEHAM, Ala, Feb. 3L — At B
o'clock tondght 52 bodies had been recov-
ered from the Virginia mines, and the
rescue work continues. The foul eodors
from the decomposing bodles bave now
become ®0 unbearable that the rescuers
work in short relays, and hundreds of
pounds of disinfectant bave been used to
make further work possiple

Fifty-five funerals waere conducted In
the suburbs of Birmingham today, all of
which were for victims of the awful dis-
aster.

It I» estimated that there are at lemst
%5 more bodles to be taken oul, and the
rescuers have to finlsh up the level they
are on now and open Ooe more level
Thers are thres bodles in the bottom of
the lowest level, which it Is expected will
require at least ¥ days to reach. The
bodles are those of the pumper and his
asslutants. They are covered with water,
and, since the pumpling machinery was
rulned by the explosion, it will taks much
time to get the water out of the mina

Governor Cunningbam has officially In-
structed State Mine Inspoctor Gray and
his assistants to make & thorough in-
vestigation of the disaster and report to
him at the earliest pructicable moment.

The relief fund for the stricken fam-
fliex 80 far amounts to more than 315000,

Coroner Paris today Iimpaneled a
Jury, which was taken Into the mine as
soon as possible, In order that It may
be alded In reacning & conciunion as to
the caumss of the disaster.

The rellef work was abandoned at
midnight and wiil not be resumed until
morning. Many of the bodies found In
the lnnsrmost recesses of the mins were
In & knesling posture, as though the
men spent thelr last moments in prayer.

Tragic End of Aged Women Attrib-
uted to Missing Coachman.

MONTCLAIR, NW. J., Feb. Z—Follow-
Ing the discovery of the body of Mra.
Hannah B, Ross, a wealthy octogenarian,
In the ruins of her home In High street
today, the police expressed the opinlen
that the woman had been murdered and
the house fired to conceal ths crime. A
German coachman, who was the onily
domestie amployed by Mra Ross, has not
bean seen since the fire, and a search of
tha ruins falled to reveal any trace of
his body. Three adiacont houses were de-
stroyed by the fire, which started In the
Roess house, but the occupants had no
difflenity In escaping.

Mrz, Ross made her will ia=st Saturday
and it was witnessed by the missing
coachman. The house and the valuable
furniture which |t contained she left to
her adopted daughter, Mrs. Rupe, of Bal-
timore. When her body was found it
wis compiately dressod

The police belleve that, If she was mur-
dered, the fire was Incendiary and the
motive wis one of revenge. All the wo-
man's rings were on her (ingers,

May Sustain Governor Adams.

DENVER, Feb, Z—The Gubernatorial
contest committee tomorrow afternoon
willi receive the briefs of the attorneys.
Under the rules. Its report will have to
ba completed by next Wednesday., Un-
confirmed reports are In circulation to
the effoct that the majority of the ocom-
mittes, which consinta of 9 Republicans
and 8 Democrats, will sustain Gowvernor
Adams and recommend that Pesabody be
given leave to withdraw his petition.

Mad Muliah on the Warpath.
ADEN, Arabla, P%bh, 23 - The Somall
Muilah, “the Mad Muallah." s again on
the warpath, He is reported 1o be a
duy's march from Obdla and to have
selzed and killed & number of Lthe Bultan
of Obdia’'s followers.

Corneliuns |

WHICH HAS WON?

_

Doubt About North Sea
Decision.

BOTH LET DOWN EASILY

One Authority Says Middle
Ground Is Taken.

OTHERS SAY RUSSIA HAS WOR

Report Is Adopted and WIill Be Pub«
lished on Saturday—Finds Can-
nonade Justified, but Crit-
icises Rusaians,

PARIS, Feb. 23.—The International
commission appointad to Ingquire into
the North Sea incident practically cone
cluded its work tonight by finally
agTeaing Lo the report, which will be
publicly announced at the closing ses-
gion, to be held at Paris next Saturs
day., Concerning the general nature of
the report the following atatement was
made in & most authoritative quartsr
to the Asasoclated Preas:

“When the taxt of the decizxion bee
comes known, it will be more accepta=
bla to the press and public than thay
have been Jed to belleve. The seml-
official reporta which have appeared,
while mors or leas accurats, tend tno
stroagly to show Husslan succesa, but
as a matter of fact the Admirals have
sought a middie ground. and the de-
cislon fs not & pronounced wvictory for
either side. It 1a of such a charactar
as o preserve Rusala's self-respect and
at the same time give the British pub-
lic much ground for satisfaction. 1€
anything, the decizion is rather more
favorable to Great Britain than to Rus-
aia"

More Favorable to Russia.

On tha other hand the Havas agency
tonight confirmed (ta semi-offecial
statement of last night. It says:

“The conclusions as = whola are
quite favorable to Russia, recognizing
that Admirai Rolestversky could lesi-
timataly consider himself in danger
and act as he did. However, the report
contains reservations calculated to sat-
isfy British susceptibilities, the most
important besing that the Commission
esteams that the Russian fire lasted too
long and also that Rojestvenaky should
have speedily notified the British mari-
time authoritles of the deplorabls in-
cident. Upon the question of the pres-
enca of torpedo boais the Commission
frees all navies from the imputation.

“The Commission rejected a motionm
of Admiral Beaumont (Great Britaim)
Glaming the Russian crews.

“The concilusions are sald to be T
the form of questions whereto the
Commisaloners state theair answera
sither unanimously or as a majority.™
Americans Think It Favors Britaim,

The American officlals are strongly
inclined to accept tha view first stated,
that the decision is more favorabls ta
Great Britain than to Russia,

The four forelgn meémbers Fave &
banquet tonight in honor of the pre-

slding officer, Admiral Fournise
(France). Tha latter will return the
compliment on Saturday. Preaidant

Loubet will give a luncheon in honor
of the Commilssion at the Hiyses Palaos
Sunday.

Rear Admiral Charles H. Duvis
{(Unitad Btates) and his aide, Ensign
William ¥F. Byckner, have taken pass-
age on the Finland, sailing March 4
from Antwerp., The Admiral's wifs
and daughter remain for a tour of
Italy.

QUIET EXULTATION IN RUSSIA

Naval Officials Say Decision Justifiea
Action of Flest.

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb, 34 (2 A. ML)
—The intimation that the decixion of
the internatlional commission on the
Hull affair will be favorable to Russis
is roceived with much quiet exultation
in Admiralty circles, and by the 5t. Pe-
tersburg public, where it is felt to show

the bDaselossness of “the senseless
clamor” against Vice-Almiral Rojest-
vensky.

Naval officers always have maintains®
that there was another side to the
guestion as It was presented by the
press of Great Britain and believed Roe
jentvensky was amply justified in tak-
ing all precautfona for the safety of hle
fleet, especially .in view of ths warn-
ings, the seriousneszs ol which appare
ently wag not realized slsewhnere, and
were convinced that a commission of
impartial experts would taks the same
view. Hence the report (=2 accepted
withont surprise, although It has not
been mnnounced officially.

President Harper Doing Well.

CHICAGO, Feb. 23.—The condition of
President Harper, of the University of
Chicago, who was operated wupon
Wednesday afiernoon, s sald 1o he im-
proving. In a bulletin issued tonight 1t
was stated that he was making satla«
factory progress toward recovery, all
nausen having dizappeared. The patient
took solid nourisament today and slept
restfully most of the time. Ha passof
a comfortable night last night.

No More Passes for Hoosiers.
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind, Feh. 23.—The
indlana House of Representatives toe
day pussed the Davis anti-puss bill,
which prohiblis the Issuance of raile
road passas to any cilizonof the statey
by a vote of 35 Lo B,




