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THE RUSSIAN CRISIS.

(ieneral Kuropatkin resigns his com-
mantd- of the Ruselar in Man-
churla. and General Grippenberg, the
pext officer In command, asks e
relleved. What I2 the reason? Raussian
Generals have not been acrusiomed to
take this course, In the face of any
enemy, or of difficulties however great,
The probabie reason ig that the army
f# reluctant and even mutinous; thxt
the commanders get out of the
aojdiers the work they have expected
of them, With such loss of epirit the
strength of an army crumbies.  Some
ray of light bhegina to enter the dark
minfl of the Russian soldier. Not Jess
brave than heretofore, he ¥et begins
10 axk what he fighting for The
Rusrian common soldier lacks, in
this war, the religlous spirit,
tense funntici=m, by which he has been
dominated In his wars against the “in-
fidel” Turk. The view he gets begins
to open to him, in many directions, a
wider world.

In severes weather, in a country cov-
ered heavily with snow, Kuropatkin or-
dered an and attack. Battle
under such conditions has not been an
unusual condition for the Russian sol-
dier. He has fought, frozen and died
on such fields many & time. Had he
shown his former spirit and resolu-

forres

to

can't

1]

advance

tlon, this attack, in frigid weather, on |

n enowy ficid, might have sucoeeded.
But even If 1t hed failed, the Rusalan
eoldier of the former time would bave
died without complaini; nor could the
horrors of a field on which every
wounded man was sure 1o perish from
c¢old, shake hle firmness. The Rus-
slan Generals in Manchuria expecied
in their soldiers the old courage and

resolution. They didn't find it. Know-
e they coulds't win with such an
art1r, they have resigned. But has
Russaa any Generals who can win?
That i& the next question.

Kuropatkin was selected for this

command becauss of his known and
proved military ability. He was a dis-
tinguished commander. He was given
a free hand In .the organization of the
army. Vast forces have been placed
&1 his disposal. In the severe weuather
of Winter the Russlan solidier hug many
times shown his superiority to others;
and the advanoe and atiack on fieldp
af snow, it was believed, would again
show him at his best. To such climate,
moreover, the Japanese are wholly un-
used; and in fact the Russian nttack,
in such bitter weather, took them by
surprise. Their troops who recelved
the fArst force of
but annihllated; but they soon got help,
anfl the Russians losing spiril, were
unable to purgoe their advantage. Gen-
era! Grippenberg, not supported as he
believed he should have been. and or-
dered to retreat by the commanding
General because the gpirit of the sol-
diers had failed him, deciared himself
“dishonored,” and asked to be relieved,
and Kuropatkin himself has now ten-
dered his resignation

It seems certain that Ijberal ideas
are now at last penetrating the Rus-
slan army. Times was when the Rus-
sian zolfier 4id what was expected of
him, or died on the fleld—as at Preuss-
Evlau. near Konigsberg, in February,
1807, on a field of snow, where whole
corps, bolth Russians and French, per-
ished. Yet the French, though com-
manded by Napoleon, could not claim
the victory., The Russian soldier is not
fighting now as he fought then. He ap-
pears to be learning that he is under
no obligation to fight for the preserva-
tion &nd extension of Russia's tradi-
tlonal despotism._

That Russia will be compelled 1o
desist from her attempts on China and
against Japan seems certain, Her pres-
ent weakness Is pol so0 much
Russia, where the people can be beld
down yet for a while by & barbarian
soldlery brought from distant parts of
the empire, as in the East, where her
disaffected armies confront the forces
of Japan. Most ominous of all things
is the resignation of the Russian Gen-
erals, on the heels of milltary disaster,
It pever would oocur, if they could de-
pend on the spirit end devotion of the
troops, Russis's endeavor in Manchu-
ria is doomed to fallure,
it on the internal affairs of the empire
and on the fortunes af the reigning
dypasty will certalnly be very great
Movement, hawever, in Russia is very
slow; the cireulation throughout so
vast an empire ls obstructed, and in-

Omaba—7Barkalow Bros, 1612 Farnham; |

thes in- |

the attack ware all |

in O |

The effect of |

llemgenoe penetrates slowly Inte the
minds of the people. But something is
| to happen In Russin, nevertheless,

i.‘f:l’ DEAL IN WASHINGTON POLITION
| The people of Oregon will not soon
forget the work of Congresaman Jones,
of Washington, in coming to the res-
cue of the Celllo Canal project. Un-
| gquestionably a large shuré of the credit
for securing the appropriation s due
to the Washington Representative,
whose interests in his state are not con-
Nined to the county from which he halls
Compared with the continual “knock-
Ing” whirh Cushman has always given
Columbia River projects, and the in-
ability of Huomphrey {0 see anything
beyond the boundary lines of King
Counly, the work of Mr. Jones becotnes
all the more noteworthy. But Wash-
ington 18 about to have a new deal In
Congressional representation. Amal-
gamation of the Ankeny-Sweeny forces
: with King County has resulted in for-
mation of & new polltical machine bulit
on broader lines than any that has yel
eperated In the state, WIith these pow-
! erful Eust Bide and West Side forces
working harmoniously, it will be Im-
possible for contracied statesmen to
edge thelr way into Congress.

The first Important change to be
made by the Ankeny-Plles forces I8

gressman Humphrey, of Seattle, and
the substitution of Frank H. Brownell
of Snohomish County. Mr. Brownell Is
a hroad-guuge man, and, if he succeeds
In reaching the position for which he
has twice made an unsuccessful race,
Mr. Jones will not e sione in his glory
#s the sole representative In the lower
halls of Congress of the entire State of
Washington. There are other questions

reported to be the retirement of Con- |

Ip«rnalty in fuil

roming up besides the opening of the |

Columbia River to navigation In which
It may be necessary for a West
Congressman to co-operate with an
East Side man st the National Capi-
| tal, and the West Side should send 1o
Washington men are blg enough
and broad-minded enough to handie
them other from a selfish standpeint
The primary cau=e of the downfali of
Humphrey 1 sald to be o pronounced
tendeney to place patronages above
triotiem. In hie desire to lake care of
hiz friends properly he has found but
| Httle time to look after the Interests
of any part of the state outside of King
| County. The immediate cause was the
prolonged attempt o retain in office at
Eeattle a Postmaster who was not in
godl standing with the now dominant
political forces of King County,
as the rest of the state, In his zeal to
keep In office this Postmaster, Mr.
Humphrey s accused of misrepresent-
| Ing the position of Senator Ankeny on

Bide

who

as well

llhv matter, thus causing friction be-
tween the Sendtor and the President,
| Mr. Homphrey Is also accused of fall-

ing to support Samuel Plles in his re-
cent Senntoria]l Aght

1f he should be deposed by BHrownell,
ns now scems probable, his position
will be similar to that of Ssnator Fos-
ter, whasge defeat wns largely
the ungraceful “straddle™ he made In
the Tacoma posimastership fight. In
the interest of his Senutorial fight Sen-
ator Foster played politics
postmasgtership =o long that both of the
candidates whicrh he had on the string
became lukewarm in the support of the
Senator. Easch had partisans o the
Foster delegation who resented the
manper in which the plum was kept
dungling above the nosean of the two
candidates, and were secretly “"knock-
ing”™ the Senator for his refusal to de-
¢ide where he should award the prize.
Politicians of high and low degree have
been taught a sevare lesson by the ter-
mination of the secent Sepatorial fight,
and the political air of the State of
Washington will be so much purer for
awhiis that it ought to produce a bat-
ter class of statesmen than some of
| those who have been misrepresenting
the state at Washingion, D. C

due

GRABBING THE STATE'S LAND,
There i1s nothing new nor strange In
‘!}w effort to grab 300 ncres of state
achoo! land st Salem iast Friday. There
| was nothing new either In the manner
| of operation nor in the management of
the deal. The oniy incident that
at all unusual was the exposure of the
fraudulent nature of the transaction
through the exercise of ordinary vigi-
Innee on the part of state land officials
Many times In the past, similar manip-
ulations of state land business could
have been exposed, byt this seems to
have been deemed an opportune time
to add one more to the list of charges
axainst 8. A, D. Puter, who Iz already
a convicted landgrabber
Taking Puter's own story for the
transaction, it was plainly a violation
of the stutlutes of this state. The land
laws require that an applicant for the
purchase of state land shall make affi-
davit that he wants the land for his
own benefit, and that he has mades no
contract; express or implied, to convey
it to any other person. In his state-
ment published yesterday Puter says
that he had the nine men file applica-
tions for state land, and furnished the
| money with which to pay for it. “They
all agreed with me hefore making thelr
applications that they would, as soon
1S thelr certificates were issued, assign

waus

to me a nine-tenths interest in the
land,”™ he said,
If amnything more s necessary Lo

show that the appllcants were nol the
real parties In Interest, it is only neces-
sary to nole Puter’s assertion . that he
pald each of the men $20. What for?

Puter has the reputation of handing
out money freely, and sometimes in
large sums, but no one has accused

| him of giving it without getting some-
thing In return, The alleged retention
of &
cants wusf s mere sublerfuge, and for
all practica] purposes the Iand was to
be conveyed (o the men who furnished
| the money as soon as the certificates of
| =ale had been issued by the State Land
Board, According to admissions made
by the parties to the deal, the transfers
of the certificates were signed mme-
¢+ diately after the applications had been
| filed, and before the certificates had
|, been issued
| It.is probabiy true thsat there was no
effort to defraud the state out of any
money, for the state would receive the
| legal price, 32.50 per acre. There are
those, no doubi, who will argue that If
the =tate recelvedy its price, i1 makes
no difference whether the land was to
g0 to one person or Lo nine persons.
This is the argument that has been
used repeatedly in defense of the grab-
bers who have been selzing the Gov-
ernment timber lands through the me-
diumship of individuals who purchase
them at the Government price, with
money furnished by syndicates, to
whom the land is transferred as soon
us title has been secured. As long as
the siate gets lis price no one should
complain, i the defense.

It is pot RecessATy nor Proper Now to
dlscues the question whether It s wise

i

| ple

pa- |

L would place in the hands of one man—

ta |

with that |

| o¥F
| dynasty

| which they make agsinst these drastic

one-tenth Interest by the ;pph—l
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palicy for the state to Nmit each pur-

chassr to X0 scres of land. Wasting
words over that debatable subject
serves but to detract attention from
the ‘main question, shall the laws of the
state be observed and enforced, or shall
the public and public officlals wink at
Bugrant viciations? So far as the state
school fund s concerned, It makes no
difference whether the land is sold In
hailf sections or sold in one block to one
corporation. But it makes a vast dif-
ference to the people of this state
whether laws are openly violated with
impunity, or whether they are enforced.
What does it profit the state Iif the
school fund be swelled a few thousand
dollars and the chilidren be given a few
days’ additional schooling, if those chil-
dren are to be taught by example that
it Is proper and profitable to disregard
the plain requirements of the law?
The great defect In the administra-
tlon of the criminal lawe of this coun-
try I that the big thief s permitted
to escape and continues Lo pose as an
hoporable citizen, while small
sneakthief must serve his term behind
prison bars and wear the stigma of dis-
grace forever after. The man who se-
cures & few hundred thousand acres
of publie Jund by perjury and suborna-
tion of perjury enjoys the luxurious life
his ill-gotten riches afford, but the poor
wretch who, driven by cold or hunger,
steals food or clothing, must pay the

the

UNBATISFACTORY COMMISSION BILL
PFROBABLE,

The railroad commission bill, that dis-
turber of political pesce in the State of
Weashington, will come before the Leg-
islature this week. AS stated In our
Olympla correspondence last wesk, (it
= hardly possible that a bill can be
passed that will be entirely satisfac-
tory to elther the rallroads or the
who are clamoring for a commis-
sion. This & because the sentiment
for a rallroad commission was prac-
tically all manufactured by a band of
political adventurers who sre In such
an adjunct to the state government an
opportunity to into power The
kind of a bill demanded by this class
of patriols Is too stringent to be ac-
cepted by the ratlroads without u fight,
and, as has been demonstrated in the
past, the rallroads have a sufficient
number of friends in the Legisiature to
make the contest interesting. But the
rallroads are becoming tired of this
onntinual battle for what they choose
tn term ‘thelr rights, and it s prac-
tirnily a certainty that something leas
than an outright victory at the
ent time will be accepted with a
to restoring peace.

The result will not fully satisfy
raliroads, but it will be the best they
can do, under the clreumstances, The
Kennedy bill, for which the more rabid
commission men of the Spokesman-Re-
view school are fighting, is a measure
which If passed In its original form

-

ride

the

for the territory involved than has ever
been wielded by any officia)l
United States. An enforcement of the
Joint-rate provision of that measure
would enable & Governor so disposed to
force all other roads in the state to pay
tribute to any particular road which
he might designate, poasible exemption
from such tribute being secured per-
haps by promise of joyal rallroad sup-
port In perfecting & political machine
the use of which a commission
counid be perpetuated for
indefinite period
This the railroads will not consent

to, for some rallroads are bigger than

others, and the smaller ones would ob- |
Ject 10 the absorption of their property
or thelr profits by the larger roads. 1t
is thus plain that the blll when passed
will have some of its fangs drawn, and,
a8 a result, the ultre-commission forces
will not be plessed with it. The rall-
roads will recelve all of the blame or
tredit, according to the light In which
it in viewed, for toning down the meas-
ure, bat jt will not be the direct fight

|

the Governor—greater political power
in the
|

an

features of the bill that will result in
their elimination. For In Lhe great
Btate of Washington, in addition te the
manufactured sentiment in favor of a
riallroad commission bill, there s a
strong natural sentiment that Is favor-
ahle to the rallroads.

Thes=e blg coarporations have poursd
milllons Into the State of Washington.
They have bulit citles and towns, de-
veloped seaports, established steamship
lines to foreign ports, and In other
ways done more for Washington than
for any other state in the West, Thelr
motives of course were selfish, the en-
terprises being projected for the pur-
pose of Increasing their profits. At
the same time, there are towns, cities
and counties In the state where It would
be as Impossible to awaken a senti-
ment against the raliroads as it would
be to quicken an Egyptian mummy.
This s the sentiment that has meade
the rallroads powerful In the state, and
as long as it exists no rallroad legisla-
tion of the Kennedy commission bill
stripe will be placed on the statute
books

IN RETROSPECT,

Sixty-four years married; eight lving
children; thirty-slx grandchildren;
forty-two greal-grandchlidren. This s
the Hfe record in outline at 86 and &4
years of age of Willlam Boyles and his
wife. of Medical Springs, Or. There are
perhaps few in these days who would
care to emulate the career of this aged
couple, since it would Involve too much
self-sacrifice and too great persistence
in commonpiace endeavor. Perhaps
they themeclves would not care to take
up the duities of life where they as-
sumed Lhem sixty-four years ago, and
digcharge them as they came along in
the unvarying monotony of toll inci-
dent to the bringing up of a large fam-
fly. But looking back over the long
stretch of their united endeavor to the
present stage of It attalnment, there
iz, we may well believe, nothing either
in “water of tears or oll of joy" that
they would eliminate from their past,
though incldents of which one or both I

were & part they might not like to live
over agaln.

Phoebe Cary, ¢ne of the sweet singers |
of the great West during the middle
years of the past century, reviewing
her life of fifty-odd years, with Its
many unsatisfied longings and unat-
tained possibilities, courageousiy de.
clared:

My paal i» mine, and I take it ail,

Its weakness, Itz folly, it you pleass;

Nay even my =ins, if ¥You come L0 tha'

May have beeh my Delps, not hindrances

He is a true phllosopher and a cheer-
ful if. pot & joyous one who, looking
from llfe's west windows across the
long memory stretch to the east, can
say with this earnest, thoughtful
woman, “My life, for me, in the best. or
it had not been.”

It 1z reasonable 10 suppose Lthat the
aged couple who have passed more

| l*my are

| by

than three of their four-score years of
life together will, in the backward look
over the heands of their children and
their children’'s children to the third
and fourth generations, range them-
selves with phllosophers of this class
and pess on in serene countentment to
the end. Otherwise they would be ob-
jecta of compassion rather than sub-
jects for congratulation upon the recor-
rence of the anniversary of the wed-
ding day that {= dim with the mists of
sixty-four years

The New York Sun translates a Jong
article from a Paris magazine, by Phil-
fippe Bunau-Varilla, on the feasibility
of an ocean-level canal at Panama.
M, Varilla has practical knowledge of
the conditions there. His conclusion is

that the United States would do well |

o begin with a canal above the sea
level and to transform it gradually Into
a sea-level canal. By such methods, he
holds, the canal! can be opened much
sooner, and it wiil be much easier to
solve the engineering problems in-
volved. While the sea-level canal |s
the jdeal canal, he points out that prob-
te be met. The canal could
be transformsd while in operation.
“The ideal and complete solution of
the Pannma Canal”™ M. Varilla says.
“is= the Bosphorus; it is
freely opened between the oceans and
the Chagres, flowing freely into the
middle of the canal like a river Inlo a
strall,”™ Al this, he holda, I8 prac-
ticable. Turning the river into the
canal, dredges could be placed at In-
tervals in the reaches, and when the
reach was dredged to 40 feet, for in-
stance, the slll could be lowered and
the extra ten feel of water permitted
to flow out (assuming that the original
depth was thirty feet), and the cansl
continued at a level ten feet lower, By
repeatling these operations the whole
caniel might be dredged below sea level.
It seems probable that though the orig-
fnal ldea when we took the canal was
that of a canal with locks, oor engl-
neers will be content with nothing less
than a sea-level canal

If the Legislature will proposs amend-
ments to the miscalled local option jaw,
0 as to mmke It a true jocal aption
law, the act will be approved by an
immense majority of the people of Ore-
gon. For local option the proper unit
Is the election precinct. The demand
pus=hed further is prohfvitionp. The Iaw
voled last June was a juggle, that car-
ried prohibltion in disgulse. It
intended to be such. It was designed
for the express purpose of foreing pro-
hibition on rommunities that voted
against It—towna like Corvallis and
McMinnville, which are forbldden un-
der It to regulate thelr own affairs, Yet
it is called jocal option. The term la a
mere falsehood. This act is a prohibi-

Lion act, not a Jocal option act. Now
It the Legislature will submit a Jocal

option act, such act wlil be approved
an fmmense majority. So let us
have the referendum on this |ssue—the
referendum, that is the fairest flower
and cholcest frult of the demand for
popular rights. And we are going to
have the referendum on a lot of other
things, before we are done with L
The referendum will astonish a lot of
people, yet.

There is no doubt that the City of
New York adds 100,000 to its population
each year., Bullding operations were
much greater in 1904 than In 1903 not-
withstanding the almost prevalence of
strikes. Investments in new bulldings
—not Including emall single dwellings,
exceeded 385,0000,000, against 351,000,000
the previous year, while the joans on
real estate In 1804 aggregated $449,000.-
00, agalnst $273000000 In 193 The
aggregate of the sums put into large
tenementis and apartment houses ex-
ceeded $45,000.000; and still the Increas-
ing throngs =mre not houssd, for still

| larger sums will be invested in simi-

lar bullding= this year. A consequence
i= that real estate, anywhere within
reach of the budiness districts, con-
tinues 1o rise In value. Most of the
apartment houses, recently erected, are
of high class.

If the Leglsinture is to adjourn to a
day certain, say ten or twelve months
from now, how would It do to begin

| the resclution for a speclal session with

& preamble, declaring that, “Whereas,
Senator Mitchell Is under indictment,
the result of which cannot be foreséen;
and, whereas, his health is not first-
rate anyway, and life is always uncer-
taln; and whereas, Oregon has a Dem-
ocratiec Governor who, In case of a
vacancy, would appoint a Democratic
Senator: Therefore, be it resolved, that
this body adjourn to a day of—" ete.,
ete, If there are any reasons for an
adjourned session, this would be a fair
statement of them. But “call you this
backing your friends™?

Cloundbursis and heavy rains are re-
ported in Southern California, Rail-
roads have suffered joss, and much gar-
den truck has been ruined. While this
distrtbution of molsture will be no more

| acceptable to the losers than the sys-

tem of equalization which gives the
rich man fce In Summer and the-poor
man lce In Winter, it is probable that
the drouth-stricken state as a whole
will be & heavy guiner by this down-
pour. California, by reason of pro-
tracted drooth, has almost ceased to
fgure aF a' wheatlgrowing state, but
with & good supply of molsture there
is no reason why she should not win
back some of her lost prestige in the
cereal line.

The telegraphic report of the opinion
of he Bupreme Court of the Unlted
States on the operations of the Beef
Trust was imperfect; and to meet a de-
mand The Oregonian prints the opin-
lon In fuill. The opinion was unani-
mous. In effect it prohibits contin-
uance of the combination to suppress
competition, to maintain uniform sell-
Ing prices, and to obtain discrimina-
tory rates from the railroads. The
decision strikes directly, therefore, at
the three great nstrumentalities or
methods essential to the success not
only of the beef trust in its effort to
monopollze, but at all similar combi-
nations.

One of the most useful citizens of Ore-
gon was J. M. Church, of La Grande.
He was actusted always by a high and
true motive. He was one of those men,
always, upon whom a community may
depend, for judgment, for counse] and
for public spimt. There is loss through
his death, not only to the town and
county where he lived, but to the whole
state

Members of the lllinols Legislature
assauited a Chicago newspaper .
porter, The first enemy au spitted
grafter turns upon i usvally & news-
Daper.

NOTE AND COMMENT

—_—

The editor of tae Howard (5. D.)
Spirit takes his pen In hand and tells
of Dakotan joys in this fashion:

From out of the heymow cchoes the homely
cacliivs of busy “blddien lining thelir nests
with two-cent egga. The whesl tires creak a
shrill melody oa the frowty trmck, while the
roadaide wires, linking the farmstead to the
throbbing heart of the great, busy wordd, keyed
to Eollan piteh, M1l the alr with rhythm. The
bouguet of rich old wine i» In the air. It
Teees through the veina, mounts lo the braip.
sparkles in the oyv, and bursts from the lips
in isaghter and shouting, Sing, If you please,
the beauties of the tropioa, of teeming, swarm-
ing life, of perenpinl Toliage, fiowers and fruit;
extenunts (he “lgkewarmness' of more lem-
perate climes and endure the penetrating chill
of lower altitudes—If you know
Blve me the
kota Winter,

no
vheery, rejuvenaling, glorious Da-

8. T. Clover, editor of the Los Angeles

| Express, tells the San Francisco Argo-

the passage |

|

Baut taat Lthe two books that interested
him mont

In l‘h.!! were "Astoria™ and
“The Adventures of Captaln Bonae-
ville,” whica he was prompted to read
by the appromch of the Lewis and

Clunrk Exposition

better—but |

|
1

|

One of the Twins—What's tae stork |
like father?
Father Deadbroke—Mostly bill

An exchange htumorousir remarks that
Preatdent Roosevelt recently received the

following letler from & former rough
rider:
Dear Colomei: I am in = heap of trouble,

and 1 writs to see If you can help me out
last waek when | was shooilng st my wife
anotbher lady stepped In range and 1 hit her,
It was an accident. 1 wasn't shooting at her
at ail. I hope you will write to the Judge
and teil him 10 let ms go.

The Critic slyly boosta one of its pub-

lisners’ forthcoming books by “drop-
plng a hint that it decidedly pas
pour leg jeunes filles”

Think of being vice-prealdent
§$45,000,000 corporation
53 a That s what
draws as vice-president
rado Coal &

of a
at n salary of
A YOUNg man
of the Colo-
Fuel Company. However,

day,

| he only holds the position for the pur-

wWag |

pozEa of signing 45,000 51008 bonds, and
when that Job Is done he will resign.

The Boston Transcript sarcastically
EAys laat two Scotchmen wino were
artists, but have Jearned to
pulnt la the English manner, have heen
elected to the Royal Academy.

formeriy

A bear created a sensation by ap-
Wlage of the Colonlal
Theater in New York. Bears among the
audience are oo common (o atiract at-

tention

praring on the

That was a “faithful hound” whica
ratrieved a stick of dynamite with 4
bumning {use attached, and tried to lay
the prize at itz master's feet. The dog
wns blown to pleces, but nothing hap-
potned to the man who was about to flah
the Columbin in such a sportsmaniike
nAnor.

A New Difficulty SBtaried.—The Los An-
grirs Express msiys “"Managers of the
Leawiz and Clark Exposition have offered

| & prize of $K0 for the best ballad treating

of the “Trail." But how much of & pre-
miom do they offer for judgesT"*

The editor the Centerville (Wash.)
Journal remarks that he is in line with tha
fad of wearing socks of different colors,
and ocensionally makes one sock do for
both feet. Thi= ahould bring In delinquent
subscribers,

of

The “Little Father™
0. K.

Is little of a father,

The London Solicitors®™ Journal maye
that statute law alwa¥s remains enforee-
able untll repeal, with the legal remuit, for
instance. that Sunday trading s punish-
able by the stocks If the offender cannot
pay the fine for it. that an agricultural
laborer may not play at cards except at
Christmas, and thst to eiope with a nun

is penishable by three vears' Imprison-
meont

Burmese customs are away ahead of
American In some respecti.  Divorces
there are simple affalrs, no bothermome
legal proceedings or expense. According
o an exchange, If a husband and wife

decide that life together is an impossibil-
ity. she goes out and buys two lttle can-
dien of equal size, made sspocinlly for the
ume of the unhappily wedded. She brings
the candlox homes, and then she and her
husband =it down upon the floor, placing
the candles between them. The candies
are lightad at the same moment, and one
represents the husband., the other the
wife. The pair watch the burning tapers
anxfously, for custom decreea that the
owner of the one which goes out first Is
at once to leave the house, The second
candle may have onily flickered out =
moment later, but s possessor remains
owner of the house and all its contents,
hi=s or her. late partner going awnay with
nothing but the clothes worn at the mo-

ment. WEX. J.
This is “Plumb True.”
Woodbhum Indesendent.

A young married man, in g letter to The

Morning Oregonian, speaks of being out
of employment and refers to elther get-
ting remunerative work. joining the rock-
pile or becoming an authority on the here-
after. He says in part:

What Is & man to 4o who has beem continug-
ally on the hunt for work for two months
without muccess™ A man of 24 yeara of age,
with a wifs and & sum todal of §1.20 In his
pocket: no relatives or mo friends tn the
country, willlng to work at aoyihing, and
capable of tackling sevesal lines of bBusinesa

Yeot, if that young mun were offerod
employment on & farm or In some small
town he would demur on the ground that
he does not wANRt to leave a clty. He de-
gires to live in crowded Portland and talks
of starvation. but shudders at the thought

of forsaking the fascinations of city life |

and golng into a rural section where there
are better opportunities to succesd His
cass is not an isolated one. He Is anx-
lous for work, hunts esarnestly for work,
is willing to do anything for & plttance.
vut will-not extend his search outside of
the city boundaries. Crowds are his de-
light. He's got “em.

Time for a Strike.
Albany (Or.) Herald,

More strike rumors in Portland. The
demand as usual is for more pay and
shorter hours. The work may be hin-
dered, of course. Authorfties will fear to
go into bullding operations which would
resuit In meoney distribution and puble
benefit. All this doea not enter into the
caleulation, BSome walking delegate or
jeader see= n chance to put on the screws
and doeg so. From all reports, the work-
men at the Exposition are receiving good
pay, and If any one watches them for a
time his mind will, be dispossessed of any
jdea that the slavedriver Is present. De-
pend upon labor, always, when wufficlently
organized, to kil the goose that luys
the golden egg and smash the ¢gg as
well,

A LEAF FROM HISTORY.

The Press on Which The Oregonian
Was First Printed.
Olympin Standard.

The evening paper publishes a very in-
teresting article written by George H
Himes—wha, it says, “is oo of the best-
Informed men on the subject of old Ore-
gon history, and especially that part re-

lating to newspapers '—in regard to the |

old Ramage press, on which the first
newspaper In the state—the Columblan—
was printed in 1853, and which is now pre-

served as a revered reilc by the Btate
University,
He nctes that it was sent to Mexico

from New York In 184 and was used by
the Spanish government ln printing proc-
lamations; that it was thereafter taken to
California, and used (n printing the Call-
fornlan, at Moaterey., the fHrst NewsSpa-
per in the afterwards El Dorado.

In &4 It was taken to San Francisco
and used in printing the Star, and
15 the Alta Oalifornin was Jssued from
it. On December 4 1850, the first
of the Weekly Oregonian, of FPortiand
was printed upon It by Thomas J. Dryer
Its editor, the plant being awned by
W. W. Chapman and Stephen Coffin. In
152 the presa was brought to Olympla
by T. F. McElroy and J. W. Wiley, and
the Columbilan, the first paper In that part
of Oregan north of the Columubia River
Appeared on Beptember 11 of that year
The name was suggested by the fact that
the bill for creation of a new territorsy
from the porthern portion of Oregon pro-
vided for calling It the Territory of Co-
lumbia. As the pame of Washington was
substituted, the Columbian changed
title to Ploneer, and soon afterwards the
Hamage press was supplanted by a Wash
Ington handpress, about as much of an
evolution as from the Washington presa
to the mammoth perfecting presa of to
day. The Ramage press resembled ver)y
much the old-fashioned cheese-press. Il
was coastructed principally of wood, only
the bed on which the type were placed
and the platen, the piate covering the
bed, and the serow and lewer by which the
impression was given, being of iron. The
pages were printed one at a time, ™
quiring four impressions for each of the
small sheets, 22x32 Inchea in alze, that
wore then more eageriy read and thor-
oughly appreciated than the T2-page news-
paper of today

A fow years

in

frentae

its

sfterward, it being discov-

ered that the public printing of the new
territory was a julcy “plum.” ready for
plucking. R. L. Doyle appeared on the |
scene with & Washington press and a |
“hatful” of new type, o dispute posses

siom of the prige with the Ploneer. A

progpectus for the Northwest Democrat
was lssued. when Messra. McoElroy and |
Wiley proposed a “combine,” which was

stoorl

effected, and the historic press was
up In & corner while the Floneter o
Demoerat was printed In new fype on i
new press, the wonder of the f{rontier
settlers!

The old press remalned in weclusion, Ul
in the early

retirement by A. M. Pok, agent of tlw
| Vietoria Press, and used to print a week-
Iy paper called the Overland Press, which
flled the local f as well as serving
as the seventh lssue of the dally servicr
at Viectorin, belng distributed immed)
ately on arrival of the steamer, thus 4l

tancing a competitor—the Colonist. Thi
was rendered possible by the fdct that

| of The Oregonlan to Mr

the telegraph was then completed no
farther northward than Portland, from
which a pony exXpress Was malintalned
the Victoris that delivered a copy
Poe every

by
P peT,
Bun

| day in advance of tho mall and l.n time

for him to print in the Overland a coupl
of columns of the very latest war nows
Some time afterwurd the old press wa
taken to Seattle, and used by J. R. Wat-
san to print the Seattls Gazette nnd af
terward hy S. L. Maxwell for publishing
the Intelllgeneer, the starting point of
the now magnificent P.-1. The last own
ors gave the bistoric press the wni-
versity classes, for preservation as

to

one

| of the most interesting memeantos of plo-

neer history of the whole Coast
The Ploneer and Democrat was contin-
ged till July, 1508, having been published

Gm, when It was taken from | «

by the Public Printérs, whn were In suc- |

ression elected by the Legisinture, which
thes met annually. They wore J. W
Wiley, A. M. Berry, Oeorge B. Goudy and
BEdward Furste.

Althourh the Inws were foaw and the
volume “thin,” in those days the print
ing was exceadingly lucrative, On bill- |

work our benlgn Uncle S8am allowed §1 % |

per thousand ems composition, the same
“per token —240 gheets—for presswork
and the use of double-plca reglets between
the lines of the bhills, half a dozen lines
of which could easily be made [nto two
pages, by “‘running over.” and the
man In the world for printers. Elisha
Whittlesey, Third Auvditor of the Treas-
ury, did the mensuring at Washington and
on hiz “0O. K. the bllls wivre
paid by a eheck from Washingtlon,

The folding, atitching and bnding was
an equally lucrative job on the volume of
laws und Sournnla, far as |t went The
price for folding wna £ per thousand

best

aheets, and for assembling and stitching
in paper covers. §1 per volume was ths
minimum charge. The printing per ses
sfon cost the geperal Government from
$10.000 to $15.0M for printing bills, jour-
nnls and session laws, and most of the
profits went imto the saloon trade, the

printing mang being with few exceptions
“high rollers.™

Mr. Bryan on Signs.
New York Sun,

Since the Tuesday after the first Monday
in November, Mr. Bryan bas becn one
wide smile. Not & word about the money-
changers and Naboth's vineyard agd Ab-
salom hanging by his halr In the timber
trust. Everyvthing !s lovely sincs the
reorganisers’ goose wis cocked

We like to see Mr. Bryan happg, bpl
as humble students of psychology, we
can't help being pussled to see him Joy-
ful for the very reason that long mude
hMm howl and gnash his teeth.

“There will be much left In the result
to encourage the Democrats” he told the
New Haven dollar dinera the other night,
and “it was a good slgn that the Inde-
pendent voter asserted himself In the last
election.”

The Independent Democratic voter as-
serted himsellf in 194 by boliing the Dem
oeratie nomination. Mr. Bryan patas him
on the back., The independent Democratie
voter asserted himself in 158, and to &
less extent iIn 1900, by bolting the Demo
cratic nomination, and Mr. Bryan breathed
fire and slaughter at him.

The bad sign of 15 and
the good sign of 18

This anccdote tenches un that It makes
all the difference in the world what can-
didate is, bolted.

1% becomes

Open Winter in Eastern Oregon.

Wallowa Chieftain.

Old wettiers of this sectlon say that this
has been =0 far the mildest Winter In
the history of the county, there having
been less snow fell this. Winter than any
for years. So far there has been but littie

hay fed In this county compared to Lhe |

amount usually consumed during the first
halt of the Winter.

A few are prophesying bad weather all
through February and March, but that
we think remalns to be proved, and we
should mnot look wupon the beautiful
weather we have been having simply as=
a calm before the storm.

Almost before we Are aware that we
have started on a new year, the month
of January slips by and we wonder how
it passed so quickly., While people of
this county usually dread to soe Winter
approaching we think that they will hard-
ly be wware of its arrival this year untll
it has vanlshed and replaced by the
Springtime with lta green hilly, singing

RUSSIA: AN ODE,

The follow!ng famous verses nt Sﬂ_n
burne, that %=t him the l.um_-m--_‘hl'!
seem especially appropriate to S dny
events in Russia:

18500
i
Out of helli & word comses himsing, dark »
dnam '
Floree as firm, and foul as plague-polinie
gloom;
Out of kell wherein the sinless damned er
dure
More than ever sin conceived of paine
impure, -
Mory ithan ever ground men's living sows
to dust;
Warse than Jer dreamod of m
derous
Since 1the world's wall Brst went up from
ipnds and seas
Ears tave heard not, tongues have told oo
things Hike these

Dante, led by lovo’'s and hate's accordant
apeil

Down the deepest and ¢ loathiles: =ays

bhronk of blood in

Wheres the » dyng
moge deop

Saw not where Lhoe | A n £
tha night

Darkest, depths whose fends ] 2
the

Sst beside this truth, his degdiie 2
seLmE

Pale and pure azd painiesa as n virgins
dremqms

Maidens dead bdencath the eclasping la
and wives

Reat with deadiier pangs than deaih—for
shaine purvives,

Naked, mad, tarved, necourged, purned,
frozen, fallen, deflowerrd

Souls and bodies as by fang® of boa
devoured.
pds that hell would hear oof, sights no

ought could shape,
Limba that fell as fame the TaAvenous grasp

of rape,

Filth of raging crime and shamo that erima
enjoys,

Age made ona with yourth in torturs, giris
with bove,

Thase. and worse if aught be worss than
thess things ars,

Prove thee regont, Hussia—pralse thy mercy.
i zar.

14 8

- - - - -

Help s » heaven; hope weres Do
grnil

Earth I= hell and hell bows down bafore the
izar
ite
birihs
Him w
ame
perchanes

here done,

ATl mon=tr murderous lecherou
accintim

mn emplre

Hyes to match fier

Nar at pight cr sonse of dends

Hers wheers men may HU up syas o gre
the sun,
olin

hell

Heil heart-stricken; AT WO,

and sichens heaven:
spell

and

Darkens ecarth
Knows the
Shudders, gunil
fiarier hreath
red In arme
denth
midd with
»NIAM~,
aloud on
nume
Love grows hate for
death for gulde
hath o
Tyrannicife

sinks—or, fillrd w

inna devised of darkll

Pty passian, apxulsh mad w

Call justice by het tar

lnsve's smke;, Hin L

hut one Ted M

FIL
swift; hopes sicken

sennd him nwling duw

WRY 1

o hoaven, and =mie

, cTowned 3

hriek ond shuddar

2o a horror withered as by

Sarm ho siralns of usnapp=azabls Ar
e

K|ngnd that hid the darkness ighten
for deon:

Bid the |ipa wiase breath was doom yiein
up thelr bromth,

Dawn way of Czarr, awhile in vain
deferrad,

id ke Second Alezander light the

| How shame shall men rebuke them ™
How may »e

Blam whous Tathers died, and nlew,
loave us free’

We. though all the world s ML upon
them, know

Were our strife as thelrs, we could n
strike bDut =

Could nol o0 and could not kiss the
hunde that smite

Could not mest them armed in suniit battle
fight

Tark as ar and red as hate ough
m 2 ol

fJfe it la that coniquers; death it is thai
diew

promptiy |

Gold Field of tne Transvaal.
New York Sun,

The full returns of the .goid output of
the Transvaal for the calendar year 1"
show a production of 3,573,621 ounces, val-
ged at about A MLOE. The output for
1903 was 290,738 ounces. Mining
tlon: were resumpd on a limited
in May, 191 and since then the out
shows steddy Incroase—Irom 1L
gunces in 192 to more than double that
amount in 1904, although the ¥ield t= not

apern

yet up to that of the two ¥ears imme-
dintely preceding the war. The returns
| for 188 were 4,555,003 ounces and for the

nine months of operation In 1590 they were
L 1 441 ounoces.

A feature of special interest is the ox-
perhment now belng made with CUhin
labor in the mines, Those inlerested as
sert that it is already a domonstrated
success, but really no accurite siatement
on the subject can yot be made. It is
true that thero is an incTease in the total
of monthly output, but iz t= due, in part
at least. to thy invreass in the total num.-
ber of workera. The real test Is the com-
parative eMiclency of Kaflir and coolle. It
is asserted that, =0 far as detlermination

is possible. the cooliec appears to be the
better workman

The stalistics of employment in the
Transvaal mines show 5000 whitle men
engaged, an Increase of 20 during the
your The number of Kaffirs fluctuntes
from month to month, the gene aver-

e being a little more than 00 In
X E 180 cooliss were put Lo work,

4 13,000 were at work in October. Re-
ports for later monilhs ara not yet re-
elved

tion with the Immellate prospes
the London money market seems 1
sutisfied with recent returns. 1 )
game s played chiefly by these two, theg
sroma 1o be po one left who has
right to compisin

Let the Shoemaker Quit His Last.
Boston Herald

President Roosavelt preached on
day. Bo dkl Grover Clew
sermans appenr to bave got a wider |
licity than those of afdy of the regu
ordained clergymen.  The moral of
Is that the shoemaker might
guit his last occasionaliy
attract public attentlon

Definition of a2 Tack.
Blenograpiier

A tack = a simple, unpretending sort

of a young nail. noted for Ita keen r
artee when pressed for s reply. and
sessing the pecullar power, when at

ing on its head of causing the cold
er= to run down the back of a
m# anticipntion of what might

Two of a Kind,

Philadelnhin Ledger.

The little Repubilc of Honduras t= o
dently In the line to fear 2 flourish of
the big stick Honduras owes a forelgn
debt af abou: ES00.000 and another stiu-

pendous sum of nearty $75,000,000 in Intey-
est and arrearages. Hondurus seems 10

birds, plowboy? and mustard greens, ete. | be the Mrs, Chadwick of rotton republics.

e



