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PLAN OF REFORM

Committee Proposes
Great Changes.

HOLD DOWN MINISTERS

Would Increase Power of
Senate Over Them.

NEW COURTS ALSO NEEDED

No Provision for a Parliament in Pro-
gramme Offered—Disorder Ends in
Warsaw, but Breaks Out in
New Points.
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2 —A dispatch to a news
agency from Bt. Petersburg says the re-
port of the commiltee of Miniksters ap-
pointed to devise the besi means of giv.
Ing effect to the Emperors reform vkase
,of December S makes many important
vecommendnaiions, especially in regard to
inereasing the powers of the Senate over
the Ministers and safeguarding its inde-
pendence. 1t urges that the right al-
rendy belonging tu the Sennte of legisia-
tive Initistive should be enlarged and
favors the extabilvhment of jower admin-
fsirative tribunals connected with the
Sennte,

The committee of Ministern distin-
pu'shed three fundsmmental polnls as
bases for defense of the laws:

TFirst, provention of vielation of laws.

Second, investigation of the powers and
methods of action of those responsibia
for the sdministration of the laws

Third, responsibiiity of officials,

As regurds the first point, the commit-
tea decidod that It wns penessary to pre-
vent Ministers exceading thelr legal pow-
ers by means of imperial ordinances and
that correcily all exceptions to the ordl-
nary course of law must be forbidden,
and that in exceptional cuses, where the
Emperor has ordernd Ministers to dellb-
erate concerning changes, the decision
of the committes munt be submitted to
the Senute,

The committes declded to nsk the con-
sent of the Emperor for the lssue of an
interpreiation of the existing laws. The
committes alfo agreed upon the neces-
sity of Independence of the Senate as
opposed to all Ministers and the internal
reorgunization of the Benate,

In order to accelerate the course of
justice in administration of =affaira, it
wan decided to be advisable to facilitate
acotss 1o the Scenate by persons who
have suffered from the arbitrary acts
of administrative bodivs, and also to af.
ford the right of dlrect relations between

LONDON, Feb

the Senate and the Emperor, and the ex- |

tension of the Benate's existing right of
jegislative initdntive.

The commities du_'lsed that it was ex-
pedient to estabiish local courts of jus-
thos connected with the Senate, and the
institution In the Senate of the post of
first president with the right of persunal
relations with the Emperor

A number of other changes clarifying
tho rights of plaintiffs under the civil
vode and In the general way of securing
& broader interpretation and construction
of the laws were docided on by the com-
nnd all the proposals were sanc-
the Emperor on January 23

a
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GORKY STILL IN PRISON.

Faise Report of His Release—Not Al-
lowed to Read or Write.
SEPECIAL CABLE.

BT. PETERBBURG, Feb. 2, vin Elede-
kuhnen, Feb. 3. —Late Thursday after-
noon the report spread like wildfire
through the Russian cupital that Maxim
Gorky. the author and revolutionist
had not been released and that the re-
port of his liberation was givea out
by the authorities in order to forestall
the circulation and presentation of pe-
titions drawn up In foreign countries
in his behall. Gorky's imprisonment

has more than anything ¢lse embittered |

the peace-loving ecltizons agninst
government, and the Indignation en-
gendered by the manner of his arrest
at the bedside of his sick wife at Rign
can only be likened to the anger and
resentment demonstrated gt
of Count Tolstol's banlshment,

Ingquiries in offivial quurters Thurs.
day afternoon eliclted only & reitern-
tion of the earlier statements that
Gorky had been released and would not
be tried. The report, however, that he
is still In prison was repeatsd with
such positiveness by the author's

the

the

time |

friends that a British correspondent, |

who knows Gorky well, called at his
house. There he met Koplatnitzky, one
of Gorky's intimates, and also & writer
Kopiatnitzky stated that, so far as he
knew, Gorky had not been relsased

“1 have not boen permittod to ses
Gorky sioce the first day of his im-
prisonment in St Pelersburg” said
Koplatnitsky, "but from the treatment

which was accorded him then I think
it unlikely that the authorities have
suddenly become lemient toward him.
He was in solitary conflnement in &
smuall, poorly-heated room, and his jall-
ern rtefused him every comfort. He
asked for books and writing material,
but his requests were not granted, Al-
together, he was treated like an ordl-
nary criminal and not like one of Rus-
sin'ys famous writera”

The friends of Gorky, who place faith
in the report that he Is still In prison.
do not know whether he will ba de-
ported by administrative order
whether he will have to stand trial
They (hink the former more likely.
Meanwhile the authorities Insist that
the author haxs been given his (reedom.

WARSAW GOING TO WORK.

But Children Refuse to Study Unless
Taught Polish Language.
WARSBAW, Feb. I—Owing to claborate
precautions, the disturbances that were
anticipated here today did not oocur. The
authoritles declare that the strike is

practically ended.
The smaller factories will
and the larger ones on

reapen
Monday

to-

morrow

| The bakers and printers have definitely

decided 1o yesume work tomorTow. The
streets are £till in the hands of the mili-
tin. The shops have not yet reopensd,
nod the city is quict and almost deserted,

Thers are rumors of disturbances in the
suburte, which it is impossibie to verify,
because the milltary authorities have
seleed the telophone service

The pupils of many public and privats
schools met today and decided to demand
the Introduction of the Polish language.
otherwise they will pot returm to
school. This s significant as indicating
the Introduction of the nationulist move-
mont into the economie agitation

or

POLES REND CZAR'S PORTRAITS

Their Anclent Capital Scene of Riot-
ous Demonstration and Bloodshed.
VIENNA. Feb. 2—8Serious disturbances

are reported at Cracow., Tonlght thou-

sands of workmen gathered at the monu-
ment of the poest Wicslewicz, where Dep-
uty Daszinski, the leader af the Gallelan

Socialists made a apesch denouncing the

Fmperor of Russin, whose portralt was

torn amid shouls of vengeance.

The police dispersed the demonstration

Fifteonn persons weres werlously wounded

and many were arrested.

Cracow was founded in the ¢ighth cen-
tary and was the capital of the anclent
kingdom of Poland. but i» now in the
Austrian provines of Galicin. For some
time after the partitlon of Poland it was
an ndependent republic

POLICE HOLD UP CITIZENS.

How the Graft Is Worked in Troubled
Times in Wars w.
1LONDON, Feb, 2—=Wholisame black-
mall by the police 0of Warsaw is reported
by the correspondent In that city of the
Daily Maull, which asssrta that citizsens
are stopped in thy streets st night and
arresiod unless they give the officers
money. It is also charged that the police
have been brutally whipping prigoners
and then liberating them on the payment

of § o the police sergeant.

The correspondent sadds that the condl-
tion of the prisoners In Warsaw Is scan-
daloun, the prisoners belng herded In
small calls devold of sail sanitary appll-
ances

STRIKERS LACK MONEY.

Cause of Collapse of Polish Strike— |

Cunning of Police.

LONDON, Feb, 1—The correspondent at
Warsaw of the Times sayn: The sirike s
falling through lack of money behind the
organizers. For days ‘ocfore the demon-
stration reached its cllmax bodles of the
worst type of malormtenta concentrated in
Warsaw and the lethargy of the police
guve the appearsnce that the authorities
were encouraging the gatheringe for the
purpose of ulilizing dmastic measures of
suppression

Strike Breaks Out in New Place.

BET. PETERSBURG, Feb. 2—A strike
began toduy In the Sosnovics distriet. The
strikers are parading the streeis, but the
police have bLeen tactful und publle or-
der hus not been disturbed. The compos-
ftors’ strikoe at Samara bas ended. the am-
ployers conceding an Increase of pay mnd
a reduction of

or |

TEMPER 15 UGLY

Russian Army in No
Mood to Fight

HAVE HEARD OF RIOTS

| Japanese Have Spread News
of Bloody Sunday.

General Tells Czar Result of Order to
Resume Advance Would Be
Disastrous—Fearful Losses
on Hun River,

SPECIAL CABLE
IONDMON, Feb. —The St Petershurg
correspondent of the London Dally
Chronicle wires that General Kuropatkin
ha= sent a message to the Czar asking
him for sdvice and guldance. The Jap-
anese, Kuropatkin reports, according to
the correspondent, have succeeded In dis-
tributing among the Russian troops de-
tailed pecounts of the events the
| bloody Sunday at Bi. Petersburg and In
| consequence the temper of the troops In
| ugly in the extreme,
For the present General Kuropatkin re-
i ported to the Czar, according to the coy-
reapondent, the troops may be relled upon
to stick tn thelr posts, but It I= difficult
to forccast thelr future actlons. It would
be usclesas at any rate to command them
to risume the advance, as the results of
| such an order may prove disastroas.

of

| REGIMENTS ALMOST WIPED OUT

|
|

KUROPATKIN ASKS ADVICE l

|

Oyama's Estimate of Russian Losses |

in Latest Battle.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 2 —-The Japanesa
Legation hax recelved a report made by

Field Marshal Oyama, giving detalls of
| the ferce fighting from Janusry 5 to 206,

when the Russians wers driven from the
| right of the Hun River.

The Marshi] says that the enemy con-
sisted of the First Siberian Army Corps,
one mizxed army corps, the second and

fith brigades of the sharpehooters, part
of the Eighth Army Corgs the sixth and
first Siberian reserve divislons, some chas-
seurs, etc., making & totsl of at least
saven divislons, one of which was a cav~
alry division The Japanese casunities
wers about 7000

Prinomvers state that four regiments of
Russian Infantry were nearly annihiiated.
Many the companies of these regi-
ments were reduced to from 20 to 2 men
each. The Fleld Marshal expressed the
opindan that the Russian casualties must
have totalled at Jeast 10,000,

of

RUSSIANS CONTINUE SNIPING.

When Weather Moderates, Another
Battle Is Expected.
HEADQUARTERS OF GENERAL
OKU, Feb 2—{Noon.)—The Russian force
remuins opposite the Japanese left, oc-
casionally firing, but no serfoua attacks

are attempted.

Bome movement of the Russians
ticeable nlong thelr entire front and the
bombardment of the Japanese lines In
continued at Intervals., The Japanese
seldom reply to the Russian fire

It is evident that both armles sre Dre-
paring for a batitle when the weather
| moderates. The temperature was 13 de-
| grees below zero (Fahrenheit) last night
| it is belloved that the present period of
‘cold wenther will be the last of the
|

is no-

scason.

TIGHT GRIP ON CANTON.

Germany Makes Sure of Some Plun-
der After the War.

the

LONDON, Feb. I —According to
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WHO HAS RESIGNED AS ASSISTANT GECERETARY OF THE NAVTY.

WAFHINGTON, Feb. 2. —Charlrs H. Darling,
todiny tondered his resignation 1o the Preajdent,
epiration of his four yeary” termes of service, which sxpires in December, IS
President stated, in a Ietter to Mr. Dmritng. that when his sesignation (ook effect
£ waa his purpose Lo appolut him Collector of the Port st Burlington, Vi

Axsintant
saking that

Secretary of the XNavy.
it ke sfloct near the
The
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| San Francisco apple market gluited
! Btorm affecis grain trade al Chilcago.

Times correspondent, Germany Is selzing
every opportunity of tightening her grip
‘on Canton because apparently she reai-
izes that Russia’s position is hopeless and
that after the war opportunities for
aggreasion in China will be less favorable
than hitherto.

Japanese Prisoners of War.

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. L —(Mlnight.)
~Vice-Consul Thomas Smith, of Mos-
cow, by direction of the American Em-
bassy, has visited the Japanese prisoners
of war at Medved In pursuance of the
request of the Japanese government and
reports that he found them comfortably
housed and fed. but complaining of vari-
ous restrictions, the most lmportant of
which related to transmission of their
mail. Professor Martens, the head of the
prison bureau. has promised to correct
this matter of complaint and to Investi-
gale the other compisints.

WILL WAIT TILL HIS DEATH-

College of Journalism to Be Estab-
lished by Pulitzer.

NEW YORK, Feb. 2—The Tribune will
tomorrow say that the sctual establish-
ment of the school of journalism at Co-
lumbia University, which Joseph Pulltzer
ondowed, will be deferred untll the donor's
dosth, The Tribune publishes a letter
from a correspondent, asking if Lthe ru-
mor s true that the prosident of Columbia
could not agree with the donor as to the
advisory board saggested by Mr. Pulltzer,
which comprised such men as President
Ellot, Whiteluw Reid, Andrew D. White
and John Hay, and that in eonsequence
the project had been delayed by the bene-
factor.

The Tribune will quote Bradford Mer-
rill, fnancial munager of the World, as
saying thal there arose some diferences
of opinion with President Butler, of Co-
lumbia. as to the founder's right to con-
stitute the advisory board, but that differ-
enice does not now exist, and Mr. Pullt-
zer I alone responsible for the present
delay,

He says t(hat Mr. Pulitzer intends that
the College of Journalism shall not be
establlsbed untii after his death. One rea.
son s his precarious health: another, the
desire that it be free from prejudice, per-
sanal or professional; another, that time
may bhring the discovery of the |deal edi-
tor as head of the editorinl and news
branches.

Mr. Merrill saya the endowment s fr-
revocable, the first $L.00.000 being 'In pos-
session of Columbla, the second 31006000
Is legally provided for, as well as a still
further voluntary sum not mentioned in
kny agreement. Even the nomination of
the advisory board js made In an (nstru-
ment that will faks effect Instantaneousiy
at Pulitzer's doath.

No Mercy for Ladrones.
MANILA, Feb, & — Governor-General
Wright, accompanied by the native mem-
bers of the Phillppine Commission, today
visited Cavite, capital of the Province of
Cavite, and held a conference with all
the presidentes of the province. After the
conference the Governor-General an-
nounced that the Federal troops would
remaln in the disturbed area until all the

bandit ladrones had been captured.

Gift of §1,100,000 to School.

NEW YORK, Feb, 2 -Ausnouncement of
teo gL of §,0050 o the Ualot ™ Theo-
logical Seminary was made public by Dr.
Charles Cuthbert Hall, president of the
faculty, who declined to reveal the name
of the donor.
==
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Joint Rates Would Kill
Branch Roads.

PORTLAND IS INTERESTED

Many Points in Her Territory
Would Be Affected.

RESULTS WOULD BE SERIOUS

Sub-Committee on Railroad Commis-
sion Measure Is Finding Great Dif-
ficulty in Framing Law That
Will Suit the Radicals-

e

OLYMPIA, Wash., Feb, Z-(Special)—
There will be no report tomorrow from
the subcommittes wrestling with the
raliroad commission bill, and as an early
adjournmant wiil be taken tomorrow
there will be little or nothing doing be-
fore npext week. There has been no for-
mal mesting of the committee today, but,
In the lnnguage of of the members,
they “have met ench other and chowed
the rag In every cormer of the Capitol
and on every streot corner in Olympia.”
From aill that can be learned of the
report It will not make much difference
whether It s presented thils week or
next, as It promises to be so indeflnite
In its suggestions that the detalls will
all have to be threshed out on the floor
after It reached the Leogislature.
Discussions were held today, but little
progress was made beyond that fore-
casted vesterday. Desplts the efforts of
some of the mors radical commission
men, It will be Impossible to pass a bill
giving to the commission power to fix
rates, and this Is the rock on which the
rabid and the reasonable elements of the
commission party splic
Clause of Interest to Portland,

There is another clause (n the bill on
which no decision has been reached, but
which is of special Interest to Portland’
and the O. R, & N. Co. That s a pro-
vision empowering the ocommission o
make joint rates on a pro rata mileage
tasls, s0 that cass loaded on uvne r*oad
can be turned over to & rival road and
the company loading the cars recelve no
remuneration in excess of their pro
rata of the mileage over which the car
was hauled on their line

The effect of this wolud be very serfous
at a number of points In Portland terri-
tory, and i the bill were to béecome a
law with this proviso upheld, It would
force some of the branch romds out of
business. Under such a provision a
Puget SBound buyer could go to Kaholo-
tus, on the Washtuena branch of the O.
R. & N., and buy wheat for shipment to
Tacoma, and all that the O. R, & N.
would get out of It would be a Mmile
haul to Connell, on the Northern Pacliic,
but their cars would be in use without
additional remuneration from the time
they were loaded at Kaholotus until they
were returned to Commell,

A majority of the committee
ported to be opposed to this
injustice, bu! a minority report com-
amending It will probably be presented
Commission Forces Lack Cohesion.
The commission forces, taking the
sincere with the Insincere, are probably
stronger numerically than they were two
years ago, but they lack the cobesive
strength that they presented then Me-
Bride, the former patron saint of the

one

Is _re.
joint rate

| began

forces, is so thoroughly discredited by
the commission men that he has but lit-
tie iInfluence with them, and among the
men advocating the sirongest meéasures
there Is discernible a motlve which indi-
cates more of a desire to harm the rall-
roads than to help the people. Some of
the members tike no pains to conceal
such motivea. A prominent member of
the Spokane delegation, in discussing the
matter today, sald:

"So far as the rallroad commission ia
concerned, we do not care much what
fts effect will be, so0 long as it hurts the
raliroads, They have ignored the re-
quests of Spokane and we are simply
striking back at them. We are desperate
over the treatment we have received
from the rallroads, and while the com-
mission bill may not help us, we wiil
have tha satisfaction of knowing that it
Is hurting the railroads.’

This is rather poor logic, but it is a
sample of the feeling that is shown by
many of the commission men. There Is
another cluss whose constituents have
been led to belleve that the passage of
the commission bill will be followed by
the Immediate reduction in freight rates
to about one-hulf the present schedule.
The represenistives of this closs fear
the awakening from thls dream of their
constituents and are accordingly dolng
evarything possible to make the bill as
drastic as possible.

Balance of Power Shows Indifference.

The remalnder of the members, form-
ing the ciass which will elther pasa or
kill the hill, are almost absolutely Indif-
ference to the clumor of the dyed-in-the-
wool commission men and are paying but
little attantion to the matter. They will
vote for the blll If it comparatively
harmiess and will vote against it If &t is
otherwise,

The original commission of 23 membera
was scaled down to a subcommities of
eighit, and today the number wias short-
ened up to three for the conalderation of
some of the principal features, One of the
members who had been the
matter in and out of the committiee-room
for the most of the day, frankly sdmitted
that the only method which they
eould secure a upanimous report from
e subcommittes was to cut it down
one man

All of the raliroad
ception of W. W,
and Mr. Cotton will
tomorrow morning

The members of the Lewis and Clark
Commisslon are golng to Portland to-
morrow, and ns & number of others wiil
leive easly for their over-Somday holi-
day, nothing more will done before
next week The commission men nre
priming themselves, and unless some
kind of a gag rule is adopted, the flood
Entes of oratory will remain open for an
indefinite period after the commission re-
port is recelved. B W. W

MAY OVERWHEIM BIG CITY.

Volcano in Nicaragua in Eruption,
Spreads Wild Panic.
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SAN FRANCIBOO, Feb, L-Tw
ahp ity of Sydnes, from Caniral
lcan ports, brings news of a violent erup-
tion of the Momotombo voleane. Momo-
tombo Is €50 fect high, and its basa
forms a promontory In Lake Nicaurwgua
Leon, a city of .00 Inhabjtants, Is only
eight milée from the wolrane, Vilinge
people near the mountain fSed. and fears
were entertained for the aafety of Leon.

Three years ago Momotombo's summit
to steam. The lon,
however and untll the morning of Ja
ary 16 the voleang appeared (o be sleep-
ing. Early that morning thick vapors
were scen rising from the top of the
mountain. Aps the day wore on the vapor
increased, and noon the volcano was
vamiting thick clouds of black and yellow
amoke, Suddenly flames buret forth, and
that night Momotombo's summit was o
biazing torch, lighting the land as far
the coast and casting the glare of its fire
far out to sea
Momotombo was in active eruption about

years ago. It is surrounded by many
valuable coffes plantations

Bleoam-

by
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PILES FOR THE PANAMA CANAL

Puget Sound Company Gets Contract
for $200,000 Weorth.

WASHINGTOXN, Feb, 2—-The [sthmian
Canal Commission has awarded a cor
tract for furnishing fir piles (o the Amer.
fcan Mercantile Company of La Caonner,
Wash., amounting to aboug SN0, 000,
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF ST. PETERSBURG
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COLDESTOF AT

Weather Below Zero in
Half the Country.

GLENDIVE IS THE COLDEST

Thermometer Is 53 Below in
Montana Town.

BLIZZARD IN SOUTHWEST

Whole Country From Atlantic Coast
to Rocky Mountains Has Coldest
Day—Great Ice Floes Drive
Steamers From Course.

I

A FEW SAMPLES OF WEATHER.

imimmum}

Portland—East wind, light snow, turn-
ing
Chicago—Calm
Kansis Cliy—Hlizzard blowing
La Crosse, Wia—Cut
pended
Hot Bprinzgs, Arii—Race track (rosem;
clared off
ali—Twanly persons
bones.

to min.
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break
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CHICAGO, Feb.
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| States Wenther Burcau tonight

Amer- |

The spot 1o the United States
today was Glendive, Mont., where M de-
reported. Uther
during LE>
day were Havre, Mont., 43 de s -
Winaipeg, M below; Medicine
Bfsmarck, 2, and Devils Lake,

The cold wave still
in North Dakota, but is moving slowly
southward, and It not expected that
its foll force will be spent in the Middls
West for several days

This was the coldest day of the year
in Chicage., Early in the moming the
official peport showed 4 degrees below
and a mean temperature of E  degress
below zero for the day waoas announced.
This Is = degrees below the normal tem-
perature, At 5 o'clock tonight tha
Weather Bureau thermometer registered
8 degrees below and was stendily going
lower, with Indlcations that 13 Dbelow
would be renched before morning,

Owing 10 the absence of wind, the cold
has not been 7ol as much k= I3 usunl In
Among the poorer classes of
v great deal of suffering.
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SNOWSTORM IN NEBRASKA.

| Extrame Cold Del.;;; Trains and Stops

| 28 degroes below zero:

| Several

Omaha Street-Cars.

OMAHA, Feb, 2—The bitter cold which
has prevalled for 48 hours over Nebraska
and Waeste lowa continued tonight, ac-
companied In part of Nebrmska by =n
snowstorm. The minimum in Omaha was
early ln the day
Lineoin it was 22 and at Soux Clty
res ed W below
Mail trains from
o six hours
street-car service
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ICE BLOCKS NEWFOUNDLAND.

Great Floes Beyond Grand Banks
Drive Steamers Beyond Course.
ST. JOHNS: N. F.. Feb I —Owiag to
the ice blockade, the eniive coast line,
exrept the sout seaborrd., Is now
closed agalnst shi The whole ocean
beyvond the Grond Banks s covered with
Immense Arclic floes and steamers are
compelled 10 go many miles south of
ape Race in order to skirt its lower
edge, It being heavy peneirate.
large barges sre reported n the

plng.
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Blizzard at Kansas City.
KANSAS (CITY, Feb, 2—At 11 o'clock
tonight the storm has become s blizzard,
Ths thermometer is 5 below =zero and
snow Is falllng, driven by a bittor wind.

ALL AWAY BELOW ZERO.

Report From Many States All Teli of
Coldest Weather.
CINCINNATI, Febh 2%2—More persons
sustained broken bones in the last M
hours by falling ou the street thap on any
single iy In years Twenty such cases
are yrted t hospitul, while the
other hospltals report a number of casss.
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MILWAUKEE, Feb. 1—This s decidedly
coildest of the Winter. The Weather
Bureau reports 1T below mero. Reportm
from other places throughout the state
show a temperature of ¥ to 3 degrees
below zero.

BURLINGTON, la., Feb. 2—The ther
moméeter registered M degreess below serp

here teday. The weather fs the coldest
ever known fn Buriiagton,
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TOPEKA, EKan, Feb 2—Eansss la
wrapped in a blanket of fromt and les to-
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