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NO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

It is probable the Legislature wil
Dot now adopt the resolution to call a

sury mow., It & not deemed urgent,
certalnly—though there are several ar-

out it, mor any way to bring the state
institotions into reasonable lUmits, nor
any way to bring public corporations
within econtrol of the requirements of
modern lfe, nor any way to eguallze
properly the conditions of taxation.
The general framework of the old con-
stitution s good, and the opinlon in the
Legislnture scems to be that since it
bhas lasied a long time, it may well jast
longer. But the method of amendment,
through Initlative and referendum,
probably will not be spplied much fur-
ther. Its product would be a thing of
shreds and patches; and additional
amendments—if proposed—wlll be much
distrusted. But we can get along, yet
for & while. Oregon never has been in
& hurry, and need not be now.

The chief Interest The Oregonian
has feit In this proposition has
arisen from its desire to refute the
sssumption, which s wutterly ab-

surd, that the call for a constitu-
tional convention is a device to kill the
initiative and referendum. Such con-
vention is, itself, initiative In the high-
est degree; and the constitution framed
by it, to be submitted to the electors,
would be the consvmmate Sower and
frult of referendum. Again, no constl-
tution could be framed Iln which this
principie would not be Inserted, for ac-
ceptance or rejection by the electors—
or, If the principle were omitted. such
constitution would have to reckon with
the popular will, expressed through the
ballot-box.

But some, perhaps, may say, “Oh, we
won't take the risk; initiative and ref-
erendum might be rejected by the peo-
ple. We have It now, and we are not
golng to risk {L” Then initiative and
referendum s & fixed despotic principle
is i, @bove the reach of the people, and
they shall have it, even though they
might conclude they didn't want 1t?

Buch Jogic may, we think, be Jeft to,

maks s own argument.

A TRUE LOCAL OPTION,

It the Legisiatiore will amend the
preésent miscalled local-option law, so
that it can be offered to the people as
e plain and fair local-option measure,
the act will be approved by ten to
twenty thousand majority, Opportu-
nity to vote for precinct local option or
prohibition ls the demand, and voters
who were duped and gulled and fooled
by the studied subtieties of the mct of
last June and by the hypocrisies of its
aflvorates, as wall as those who saw
through the artifice, but couldn’'t get
others to consider and understand It,
are entitled to & chance to pass on a
plain, simple and direct local-option
law, with ail schemes and juggleries
of the present law for enforcement of
prohibition where prohibition (= pot
wanted, cut ocut of it

Probably the amended act will go to
the referendum; and {t is advisable
that it should. 'The Governor would
not be likely to hold that any such
emergancy existed as required the law
to be put immedintely In operation. He
could nol do s0, consistently with his
utterances heretofore msade. Besldes,
submission of the amended bill to the
people will cut off the objection that
any “snap judgment” has been taken
with it. Nor should the Legisisture, as
The Oregonian thinks, provide for sub-
mission of the blll at & special election,
but should let It go to the general slec-
tion, in June, 1906. At no special elec-
tion would there be & full vote, and de-
bate of the subject is not wanted in
the year of the Lewis and Clark Fair.

The biil should be very simple. Lat
any precinct, in any county, have a
chance to vote for prohibition, If it
wanis it; and if all the precincts of &
county want prohibition, then there
wiil bhe prohiblition In and for that
county. But 40 not permit precincts
where no llquor i1s sold, because mone
is wanted, to foroe prohibition on pre-
cnficts or towns that do not want It gnd
would vote agalnst it. Again if sny
previnet in & city or town wants to pro-
kiblt sale of liguors within its limits,
give It opportunity to do so. \

Reasonabie legisisftion on this subject
i= what the people desire and will ap-
prove. It is reasonable also to require
that the petition for an election to de-
termine whether sale shall be prohib-
ited, or not. shall be signed by thirty
per ¢pnt of the registered voters of the
precinct. If there is any considerable
prohibition sentiment In a precinet
such number will easily be obtained.
Under the present law ten per cent
will suffice; and thus a vory small pro-
portion of the volers now may force
an ecleation, year afisr Year.

Make u true Jocal-option Jaw, and

‘missary?

there will be no protest aguinst {t. As
it now stands, it is calied a loori-option
law, “falso nomine"”; for its maln feat-
ures are those of a prohibition law, In
disguise. There isn't an honest feature
in It, nor was thers Intended to be
Henve the uproar among the local-op-
tion element that supplied the greater
part of the votes thet had carried it,
when they found that by trickery, jug-
gle, chicane, covin and jesuitry, they
had been duped Into support of It

THE GOVERNOR TO THE RESCUE.

The royal famBy of the state, the
members of which subsist themselves
and entertain their friends out of insti-
tution “betterment funds™ supplled by
the laxpayers, Is more numerous than
has been supposed. “They all do 1™
says the Governor, in defense of the
titled families at the Penitentlary, in
regard 1o the jife of esse and luxury In
which they llve at the expense of the
state. The Oregoniun quite agrees
with the Governor that the official do-
mestic systems of all of these institu-
tions should be Investigated by the
Legisiature, and, if not satisfactory, a
rule should be formulated for the gov-
ernment of these departments of the

several state institutions,

“IL 18 to the interest of the state™
eays the Governor, “that these familles
should live at the seversl institutions
of which they are In charge.” Very
well; but Is jt therefore necessary for
themn to subsist out of the state com-
“Their salarles are not
large.” continues His Excellency. True
But shouid not they, like other families
whose income is small, Iive upon what
they legitimately earn? “These men
and women work from ten to twelve
hours each day in the week.” It Is add-
ed. The Oregonian having, for some
¥ears, observed the long hours and
hard work that appliea to official posi-
tions, out of courtesy to the Governor
decorously smothers a laugh. There
are still opportunities in Oregon to
clear land, dig ditches and til]l the soll
Why do not these hard-worked, mes-
seriy-pald people take up something
easy? Why confine themselves to such
laborious conditlons as the Governor
describes? Why rub along with only
three waltresses at table and but one
assistant cook when they might do bet-
ter? For have we not good, old Ben
Frankiin for It that "If you wanti a
good servant and one that you like,
serve yourself”'?

DRAWING THE LONG BOW.

Captain “Ubigqultous™ Scott, & man
who made considerable steamboat his-
tory on the Willamette and Columbia
Rivers, used to excuse the speed shart-
comings of a boat by saying, “It's a
crackin® good twenty-mile boat (that
can run fifteen miles an hour.” A not
dissimilar line of reasoning regarding
the carrying capacity of some recent
creations in marine architectur® would
leand to the deduction that the 20,000-
ton steamship that could carry 15,000
tons would be a great succesz This
thought is suggested by the perform-
ance of the steamship Minnesota oo her
maliden trip from Beattle. During the
two years in which this glant steam-
ship was under construction the adver-
tising depagtment of Mr. HIll's rbad
was kepl busy thinking up new meth-
ods for Impressing upon the walting
world the tmmensity of the vessel

It was a 32.000-ton steamship om all
of the advertising literature, and the
dimensions were practically unchanged
until the Minnesola salied from Seattle
last week. No mention was made
when the shrinkage took place, but the
Beattle papers announced that the
steamer took out “‘a full cargo of 26,000
tons.” A decreass of 8000 tons In carry-
ing capacily was, of course, heavy, but
the best Tacoma could do with her
steamship Keemun, salling about the
same time, was 15000 tons; so Beatltle
was happy. While the cargo of the
Minnesota was heralded as the largest
that had ever sailed from a Paclie
Coast port, the Sedltle papers were
strangely silent as to particulars. The
officinl manifest filed in the Custom-
House contains these particulars: It
shows the actual dead welght of the
cargo to be 11,213 long or 12,588 short
tons.

These figures open up wonderful pos-
sibllitirs for mathematical calculations
on other great cargoes sent from Puget
Sound. Take, for example, a problem
something like this: If the Z2000-ton
steamship Minnesota, with an official
tonoage of 13,383 net register and esti-
mated to carry 26,000 tons, actually car-
ried only 12669 short tens, how muoch
did the 20,000-ton steamer Keemun, of
2527 tons nel register, carry when she
was reported with an 15.000-ton cargo?
Hot alr, if confined in casks or other
receptacies, would probably occupy as
much measured space on A steamer &s
other commodities, but It would not
seriously affect the displacement of the
craft.

Mr. Hill's new steamer is 8 mammoth
carrier, casily the largest on the Pa-
cific and easzily too large to be a suc-
cess; but, now that she hasg been loaded
to her capacity and It is a matter of
record that she is not a 32,000-ton car-
rier, or a 26,000-ton carrier, notliing is
to be galned by further misrepresenta-
tion. .

The sattempt to apply the ordinary
rules of finance, through Indlans, to
the management of the funds that have
accroed from the sale of thelr lands, is

about as hopeless as the attempt to in- |

#till into the Indian mind the princlpies
of New England thrift. The Board of
Indian Commissioners annually wrestles
with the proposition, hoping to devise
some plan whereby the Indian who re-
celves a substantinl sum this year for
the relinquishment of his Intersst In
tribal lands may not be whaolly dest!-
tute and dependent for means 1o %eep
base life afoot & year hence. In this
interest a bill was prepared at the an-
nual session of the board iast week
which will be presented to Congress,
agking that funds aggregating $30,000,-
000, when converted from tribal funds
to Individual holdings, shall not be pald
at once to the Indians, but that cach
Indlan shall be credited with the sum
he would recelve were the distribution
to take place, and the interest thereon
be comtinued,

The Indian, from the financial peint
of view, is & lving embodiment of
the difficulty that s expérienced In
attempt to make the ethpty bag stand
upright. The maxims of Poor Richard,
however strenuously urged, are jost
upon him. Money will buy firewater
and gewgaws., The purveyors of these
irresistible objects of his desire are al-
ways op hand when the annusl divi.
dends of the Indian tribal trust funds
are declaréd. What follows Is an oid
story, vividly Hlustrated by gaudily
dressed Indlans gulloping about the

strects of frontier towns In Aghting
mood. and later lying in thelr tawdry

finery in the gutters, where they have
falien, dead drunk and penniless, after
a more or less prolonged debauch.

Chlldren in thrift and finance, money,
however carefully doled out, to Indlans
is & curse. There are exceptions, pos-
=ibly, to this rule, but its application
is gencral, if not universal, and to ob-
viats or correct the evils that follow it
by legislation Is as futile as to attempt
to eradicate the gambling-splirt In men,
or to promote virtge In women by the
same means, Kindly disposed lawgiv-
ers may yieid to the entreaty of spe-
clalists In reform upon all of these
points and enact the laws asked for,
Usually, Indesd, they do, as the large
number of laws in these Interesta that
are found upon the statute-books of
every state amply testify. This is well,
since It applies a check In certaln cases
to the vices at which such legislation
Is llm('a, and affords protection to the
unsophisticated In others—results which
are by no means to be despised. The
masges in such cases, however, who
have 1o be kept in the stralt and nar-
row path, whether this is of thrift, in-
dustry or chastity, by the guy ropes of
legisiation thrown out here and there,
at the suggestion of reformers, o
steady them, will continue to fall be-
tween the lnes.

OREGON FORESTS,

The Nation, the state, ths rallroads,
the syndicates, big and lttle, and the
small owner, must approve the passage
of the forest fires bill at Bajlem. And
this, although the clause prohibiting
fires between August 1 and September
16 be struck out. Much better half a
loaf than no bread. Let us hope that
the right to set out fire between June
i and October 1 on permit from the
County Clerk will not be abused. After
ail, it Is not from fire properly and
openiy lighted 0 burn cut-off brush
and loges that the great danger comes,
but from the thoughtless and wanton
hunter or traveler who leaves burning
his campfire at the foot of a big tree,
in the moss and dry leaves of the for-
esl. 11 creeps and crawls; presently
the thin blue smoks curls up the bark,
following the thread of fire within; no
friendly hand iz near to bring water
from the spring close by, and In an
hour the pyramid of fire rises high In
the heavens, and no power of human
hands cap save the miles of forest from
destruction. If quick and severe pun-
Ehment can but follow so reckless and
wicked an act, the legal forms provid-
ing for It will meet the approval of all

So much the state can do Lo conserve
the forests of Oregun. For whose ben-
efit? To whom do these forests be-
long? A stranger traveling through
these never-ending vistas of forest
kings, =preading their green canopies
far above hiz head, distant from all set-
tlement, covering the mountaln sides,
would surely suppose the Nation owned
these miles of uncounted wealth. The
map tells another story. From north
to south through the foresis of Western
Oregdnr are marked the alternate miles
square donated by the United SBtatss to
the first railroad of Oregon over a belt
of country sixty miles wide. Out of
this domain thers have been sold off
many miles (o the timber syndicates of
the Easi. Thess same syndicates are
also now the owners, by divers meth-
ods, of other miles, the even-numbered
saclions between the railroad grant.
Next in the scale of timber ownership
come the wagon-road grants, three of
large, one or two of smaller, size, It Is
sald that together these last donations
cover not Jess than 240,000 acres more,
Next follow the whole crowd of timber
purchasers of quarter sections, or 160
acres, eiach. For each of such quarter
aections, where full titles from the
TUnited States have been obtained, the
sum of $400 has been recelved; but the
worth today of those lands, tree-cov-
ered, ranges from $600 to $S000, and in
some ocases even more. The forest
lands of Oregon have been so traveled
over and “cruised” and claimed and se-
lected and got hold of by falr means
and possibly foul. that the Natlon's
rights in them are reduced to a minute
per cent,

By all means should the timber be
gunrded and saved from fire. By all
means et us support the President In
conservation of the Nation’s rights in
timber as In other things. By all
means have a National Forestry De-
partment to take charge of what 1s Jeft.
The President's policy of reforesting
the stripped and ravaged tracts appeals
to all senstble men. But, after all, in
the main the steed has been stolen be-
fore the stable door can be shut. The
Interests of Orégon are today, first, to
see that this mine of wealth so freely
distributed, =0 widely held, takes up
some shire in bearing the burdens of
the state, as it enormously enriches the
owner; and that no further waste and
spafl & encouraged within our bounds.

Official figures estimated the standing
timber of Oregon at 225,000,000,000 fect
in 1903, The milis of Oregon accounted
In 1803 for about one billlon feet, Dealt
with Iin large quantities, but for early
&nd lagitimate use, the miils have been
paying 5 cents por 1000 feet, board
measure, for the timber In the tree.
Now figure out what would be the
value of the Natlon's heritage In Ore-
gon timber alone, If only the Nation
owned that Uimber today. If It be but
a residue, Jet that be preserved. Should
not unlimited sales be stopped, and the
mills be fod from what has so reckiess-
1y passed from the owmnership of the
Nation to that of corporation or Indl-
vidual?

In The BSunday Oregonian of two
weeks back appeared an illustrated ac-
count of the poverty and distress in the
Eust End of London, where 200,000 peo-
ple were mald to be unempioyed’ and
suffering. The English papers confirm
this, but say that two grest causes are
at work. The war and the unrest in
Russia have driven over to refuge in
London Yhousands and thousands of
Hussijan and Polish Jews, unacquainted
with a trade wherewith to support Hfe,
and ahsolutely destitute, The trend
from the country to the town is also
beaping in the corners pf the huge city
a multitude of untrained and poverty-
etricken laborers. When a city growns
at the rate of over 50000 persons a
year, the problem to find work and
fgood for them is & great one. It Jooks
as if emigration on a large scale is the
only remedy, Private charity is doing
great thinga, but the emergency this
Winter s pressing.

The hill to change the name of the
Btate Reform School to Etate School
for Boys, Introduced by Banator Not-
tingham, of the Multnomah delegation,
has met upon the motion of its author
ite final quietas through indefinite post-
ponement. The unwisdom, not to say
the absurdity, of the proposed .chahge
was pointed oul by The Oregonian
when it was first made public through
the report of Superintendent Luckey,
some weeks ago. In the view then ex-
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pressed, that The Reforin School is pot
an institution to which it is an henor to
go _and from which it ls an honor to
graduate, the Senate concurred by vot-
ing almost unanimously to postpone the

bill. With the purpose of the Reform
School The Oregonian is in sympathy,
but it does not comprehend in this pur-
pose the desire to make the institution
A place that, as expressed by Senator
Halnes, “boys would afterward refer to
with pride as the place where they re-
ceived thelr education.” Reform that
expends i energy, or evem a portion
thereof, in the effort to sugar-coat the
plil of discipline so that the subject
will not even know that he has taken
it, is not 10 be commended as either
practical or salutary.

From dcifferent parts of the city the
old complaint (s repewed that the rock
used for macadam on the sireete grinds
up quickly, wears Into holes, turns (o
mud in Winter end to dust in Summer,
and that the money expended for such
work s practically wasted. The fact i»
that no very good stone for this pur-
pose Ll yet found near Portland. 14
stone could be found elsewhere, even
&t a distance, on or near a rallropd line,
that would serve better purpose, it
wouid be worth while to incur the ad-
ditional expense necessary to get it
Limestone, of the proper gquality, would
probably answer as good & purpose as
any, or better; and there Is limestone
in many places in Oregon, near the rall-
roads. Streets made of rock obtalned
hereabout In a short time become
muddy, sloppy, rough—pools of mud in
Winter and deep with-dust in Summer.
During the year 1904 streets costing,
approximately, $173.78, were lald with
this material. All street Improvements
for the year—sewers not Included—cost
$635,740. These are very large items,
added to the charges on owners of city
property. If the macadam could be
made permanent, or made of material
that would last a reasonable time, own-
ers of property would be content with
the thought that they were gelling
something for thelr money., The City
Engineer ought to dbe required to look
into this matter of finding a better
quality of stone for macadam, and to
report the resuit.

There can be no Justification what-
ever for the reported resolve of 2 group
of membersg of the Common Cotincil to
take $1500 out of the City Treasury for
expenses of & trip to Los Angeles, on
pretense of making inspection of the
telephone system of that city. This is
not the real object, and if It were it
would come to nothing. These tours,
at public expense, are outrageous, and
the impropriety = not relleved, but
really aggravated, by attempts to cover
them with pretended considerations for
the public welfare, The real reason Is
the fact that this time of year is Known
to be the best season for a visil w
Southern Callfornla,

—

Now that Germany has expressed
views colnciding with those of Amer-
ica on the matler of Chinese neutrality,
Russia is likely to abandon her cam-
puign against the Pekin government,
whether it was instituted for the pur-
pose of Involving China in the present
etruggle or of a future annexation of
territory. When Germany, which has
been regarded as very friendly to Rus-
ela during this crisis, frankily opposes
her policy In this Instance # must be
evident to St. Petersburg that there is
nothing o be gained by playing a lone
hand aguinst !l the powers.

One of the large religious weekiies in
London has just published the report of
a speclal commissioner sent to South
Africa to see how the Transvaal and
the Orange River Colomy are progress-
ing under thelr new conditions. He
says thut the two races, Boer and Eng-
lish, are getting together, and that
racial snimosity is fast disappearing.
the greatest obstacles to a completa un-
derstanding being the Dutch pastors.
Further, he found better relations
among the hard fighters of the Trans-
vaal than among the Orange River Col-
ony people, who were the earller 10 lay
down thelr arms.

A Beattle preacher, pastor of the
First Preshyterian Church, charges the
City Council with corruption, and the
President of the Council replies by de-
claring that he can prove that the
preacher Is a moral leper. Shocking.
In Seattle, too, which we were Informed
not long since on Impeccable authority
is n paragon of public virtue in com-
parison with Portland. However, let
ua be thankful that we have no moral
lepers here—caught.

A juror trying a murder case in Reno
had a revelation that the defendant was
Innocent, and held out for acquittal
against his eleven fellow-jurymen.
Smoot declares that If he thought he
had a revelation requiring him to do
something ocontrary to the Natlon's
laws or customs, he wquld leave for
another country—a very sultable plan
for the Reno juror to follow. -

We shall have to make the best of
President Roosevelt's declsion that “he
cannot attend the Lewls and Clark
Falr. There Is only slight consolation
in the reflection that the Fair's glory
will not be dimmed by the presence of
& superior attraction.

—————— ]

Ballots amounting to about a third of
the total were frauddiently cast in the
Colorado election, the other two-thirds
being probably the work of persons
who didn’t know enough to vote more
“than once.

Urged on by hunger and coid, the
people of Warsaw cannot be repressed
by the excesses of a brutal and drunken
soldtery, and that city of blood and
tears is likely to witness scenes recall-
ing its worst massgores.

The beef trust, says the Fresident,
must obey the law. Truly, we have
fallen on strange times.

Valuable Helpmest.
Danville (Ky.) News.

KOTE AND COMMENT.
“The Beef Tml.':-uy mear.”’-T. R.

And the “Little Father” didn't even tell
hin Russian subjects that It hurt him
more than it Jid them.

Again the home critica carp at Kuoro-
patkin, From the way they talk of his
mismanagement one would think there
Wis no mismanagement within a4 thou-
sand miles of Bt. Petersburg.

It now :lm‘elopu‘tlmt Hoeh had &5 wives,
Sooner or later the craze for collecting
things catches every one.

It Is no Jonger “when my ship comes
in,” but “whea my aciomobile rolls up

! to the door.”

The St lLouis Star refers to the Czar
as "our extingulshed Iriend.”

Why He Succeeded.
Nit by 0. 8 Marsden In Success.
He robbed his employer.
He biackmalled s milllenaire.
He embezzied & million,
He cornered the water supply,
He didn’'t spend anything.
He avolded luzuries, especially charity.
He bribed a jegislature..
He had a stony heart
He llved for money and not for himself.

The Supervisors recommended that the
Icouaf_r buy a typewriter table and chalrs,
but threw out the gypewriter.—lonta (Mich.)
Standard

Nice way to troat = lady.

Ducks must be provided with ponds In
which to lave themesives. according to
the Illinols Humade Society, which is or.
ganized for the prevention of unlady-like
conduct toward animals. Thie rullng has
aroused the National Fanciers” and Breed-
ers’ Association, whith has hitherto ex-
hibited duck= at shows without & pond
in the pens, and the discossion of the
questlon whether or pot a pond ls easen-
tial to the bappiness ¢of a duck bids fair
1o become acute.

The W, C. T. U. branch which recently
deprecated the increasing use by women

Heavena,” should have attended a trial
in a Chicago court lust week. A tele-
phone gir! irom the Hyde Park exchange
had & man arresie] for swearing at her
over the pbone, bug In the course of her
remarks she made It clear that the worst
offenders in that respect were the women
most prominent in South Bide  soclety.
“Foul, vile and vulgar” was how the wit-
ness described the languags fired at her
over the wire by most women when there
was delay In getting thelr numbers. Evi.
dently the Increasing use of “goodness
Fracious” and such expressions is a good
slgn, Indicating that ths reign of stronger
language s endln:,__

Bome light on the manner In which
Hoch won the hearts and hands of & score
or a0 of women is afforded by the state-
ment of Mrs. Kimmerle, the landiady of
the house in which he was captared In
New York. Horch engaged rooms on Sat-
urday and hadn’t been in the house 20
minutes when he asked to be allowed to
peel the potatoes for the landlady. On
Bunday he made an offer of marriage.
Here is a jesson to the bachelor desirons
of copping out n wife. First show your
sympathy and your domestic accomplin-
ments by peeling & lot of spude. It is
well to practice this first, however, for
I's no easy task to peel potatoes rapidly
and yet with due regard for the import-
ance of not paring them too small Then,
before the good [mpression has fadea,
offer yourselfl in marriage. Carry the
heart by assault; the slow sapping of the
lover who holds himself too cheap 18 not
half =0 effective. Hoch das Welb,

First. & sermon on “The Bad Too Short
and the Cover Too Narrow.” Second, a
sermont on "The Girl Who Fell Out of
Bed." Third (7)., a s¢rmon on “The Man
Unader the Bed."

_

Senator-elect Plloe had to kiss a4 num-
hber of Olympia girls the other dsy. His
official tribulations began eacly.

The Irrigon lrrigator man admits Keep-
ing tab on the birthdayms of all the girls
In Irrigon, and adds that It s an casy

job, “for the average Irrigon girl over
*u years old only has a birthday every
four years.” We have pazled over this
statement for three or four hours. but In
the absence of & diagram have been un-
able to understand {t. Were all the giris
in Irrigon born on February 29, or does
time pass so rapidly up there that two
or three birthdays s=lip away unnoticed?
We awalt enlightenment on this freakish
manifestation of nature—girls’ nature or
the kind with an upper case ""N.”*

A mtate exchange has an articie on
“How Trees [ive.” Just like Russell
Bage, we should think.

No doubt the Csar wishes he had & job
that he couid Sust quit nstead of abdi-
CAlng.

Wea hear a great deéal of the “lron hand™
in Russia just now. By and bye the feet
of clsy will have thelr turn,

.

M. M. Mattison, who covers the Wash-
ington Legislature for the Seattle Times,
had bls trousers stolen from his betroom

in Olympia. ¥He Is said to have been an
excellent personification of the naked
truth.

A kind Tacoma man brought home a
lot of gunny sacks for his wife to wse In
making a dress, and she, with woman's
inherent ingratitude, considers it & reason
tor secking a divoree.

The Beef Trust will he “hesfing’ right
along now. but will have to return to Its
“muttons.’

WEX, J.

Thoroughly American Novelist.

London Sprctator.

Mr. Howells has recontly published In
Harper's soms exceedingly gealsl impres-
sions of England derived from a recent
visit to our shores. But though he has
jearned to appreciate, and even love, Eng-
Iand more than on the occasjon of any
previous vislt, there Is happily no sign
In his new novel of his enrolling himself
in the ranks of those American writers
who abandon the National for the cosmo-
politan standpoint. What lends peculiar
charm to Mr. Howells' best work s the
fagt that it could only have been written
by sn American; that the atmosphere,
oharacters and Jdislogue bhave just that
totich of unfamiliarity to English readers

famils Nfe. But the sotting and traat-
ment are entirely characteristic of Mr.
Howells: in other words, they (Hustrate
once more the workings of that subtle yet
wholesome

mind which has always found
tts happlest inspiration In the delineation
Lumanmmwmu_ - Amert-
can types.

of such sulphurons phrases s= *Good |

THE STORY

How a Hingdom Was Dismembered and Divided Among the Neighboring Powers.

OF POLAND

OLAND, a nation renowned for cen-

turies as the great champion of Chris-
tendom agains; the Turks, emtered upon
its iater pc-iod of blood and tears with
the partition of & great part of Its ter-
ritory In 1732 between Russin, Prussia
and Austria. The prime mover in tne
partition was Frederick the Great. and
it Is related that when Maria Theresa of
Austria was about to affix her signe-

ture to the agreement she prophetically
exclaimed: “Long after I am dead, the
effects of this viclation of all which has
hitherto been considered right and holy
will be made manifesi.”
partition was me ¢ between Russly and

Prussia, and In 1% the remainder of the |

Polish territory
Russla,
led by Kosclusko having
by Suwuroff, the Russian General

Stanislas resigned the crown of Poland
In 1756 and died In 1798 of a broken heart,
it is sald. Thousands of Poles now en-
tered the milltary service of foreign na-
tions, many being in Napoleon's army
on the fatal march to Moscow,

Affairs In Russinn Poland remalned
outwardly tranquil unti! 180, when an

was divided betwesen

insurrection, taking itz impulse from the |

French revoiution, broke out. It was be-
&un by a body of students, who hoped
to capture the Grand Duke Constantine
at his residence near Warsaw. The at-
tempt falled, but almost the whole Pollsh
people threw themselves at once (nto the
movement. BEwen the aristocrats, who
had been suppesed to be entirely devoted
to the Russlan cause, joilned with their
countrymen In the uprising for Inde-
pendence. A declaration was made that
the house of Romanoff was no longer en-
titled to the throne of Poland.
- - -

A national army was sent into the
field and the forces of the (zar crossed
the Bug for the suppression of the rebel.
lion, In February and March of 1511 sev-
eral bloody battles were fought In the
neighborhood of Warsaw, The Poles up-
held thelr cause with mueh valor and en-
thusiasm, but the generalship of their
leaders was not squal to the emergencies.
Thelr armies were driven back from the
frontlers, whither they had been sont to
revolutionize the provincess. The maln
body of the patriots remalned inactive
around Warsaw until the Russians
crossed the Vistula and marched against
the capital, With the approach of the
catastrophs, the poopie bocame suspl-
clous and all prospects of success wore
destroyed by the spirit of faction. Om the
night of August 15 a terrible massacre oc-
curred, In which thoase who were thought

to be jJukewarm or trescherous to the
Pollsh cause were murdered without
mercy by the revolutionists. Om Beptem-

ber 8§ ihe capital was taken by the Rus-
sians. The other Pollsh cities soon suc-
cumbed, and the war was at an end.

- L] -

The llis which Poland suffered in this
struggle were Indesoribable. Whole dis-
tricts wera well-nigh depopulated. Thae
bleeding country lay once more at the

fent of & power which knew neither pity

In 1793 another |

Prussis and Ausiria, the revolt |
been crushed |

por rmorse. The patriot jeaders were
seized and either executed or banished
into the snows of Biberin. The estates of
those who had participated in the rebel.
llon weore conflscated. . The common sol-
diers were tranaferred to the Russian
army, The Polish constitution and stat-
utes were abrogated The universily at
Warsaw and the other principal seata of
learning were abaollshed and & censor-
ship established over the press and the
speech of the people. To all this was
adided & cruel system of police, and the
fixing of Russian gurrizsons In Warsaw
and the other principal towns of the
country.
L - -

No other outbreak occurred
but for some time previously
try had Dbeen disturbed. On November
2, 1880, on the occasion of the thirtieth
anniversary of the revolution of 1590,
many polltical manifestationa took place
| both jn the churches and streets. and
portraits of Kosciusko and Kllinski, =

il 1861,
the coun-

| patriot of the time of the last partition,

wers distributed. Some rlots took pilace
and unfortunately severul
were killed. These proceedings were
followed by concesshons from the Em-
peror Alexander, who estabilshed munie-
ipal institutions in Warsaw and the chief
| cities of the kingdom. The Russian CEar
was acting ander the advice of Wiclopol-
| ki, &= Pole, who was appointed director
| of public Instruction and worship. Rlots,
however, still continued, and In 1562 the
Grand Duke Constantine was named
Viceroy. Omn the night of January 15, 1885
n secret conscription was beld and the
persons suspected of being most hostile
to the government were dragged from
thelr beds and enlisted as soldier= Im-
mediately after this the insurrection
broke out, which was directed by a zecret
‘ committee, the proceedings of which
were as mysterious as those of the Fehm
| gerichte. Soon after bands of rebels be-
gan to make thelr appearance [n the
| Pollsh forests. Therd were, however, n
regular battles belween the Russian
| troop=s and ths Pdles—only gueriila fAght-
| ing. in which the Poles, under the great-
est disadvantages showed splendid hero-
ismn. The sacrot emissaries of the revolu-
tianary government!, armed with daggers,
succeedad In putting to death many Rus-
sian sples—-not the least memorable cass
W being that of the Jew Hermanl, stabbed
while on the stairezse of the Hotel de
| 'Europe at Warsaw. On the other hand
the chief of the Insurgents captured wera
shot or hanged. Langlewlez held out for
some time, byt was defeated by the Rus-
sians and sucoeeded In making his escape
into Galleia. A reign of terror was inau-
gurated by General Mouravieff. and all
attempta st reconcillation made by the
great powers of Europe were useless. By
May. 19554, the rebelllon was quite sup-
pressnd, and it will be seen by the results
that It eost Poland dear. The kinmlom
of Poland pow ceased (o exlst; it has
been parceled out into six governments
The Russian language was ordered to be
used In all public aocuments Instead of
Polish and the Unlversity of Warsaw has
been Russified, all iectures now being de-
livered in that lsnguags.

MONROE DOCTRINE COROLLARY,

8an Domingo Protectorate a Less Evil
Than Danger of Great Foreign War.

New York Sun,

In B8antn Domingn., In Venezueia or
somewhere else within the broad area
coversd by the Monroe doctrine, our un-
alterable determination to maintaln the
doctrine was bound some day to sncoun-
ter the equally rescoiute determination of
& great Buropean power to protect Its
own subjects and thelr pecunlary Interest
in spite of the doctrine.

The proposition, as presented from the
Buropean side. has never before been met
squarely and fairly by the statemanszhip
or diplomacy of Washington. It Is this:
A substantial Amerfean protecforate over
Monroe-doctrine territory and an Amerl-
can gumrantee of proper behavior on the
part of the West Indlan, Centeal Ameri-
ean and South Americean governmenia
toward the rest of the world conatitute an
immediate corollary of the doctrine
itaelf. The United Stiatez Government
must sither walve ita pretensions or Hself
undertake the pollee work for the benefit
of the excluded parties. There are re-
finements and sophistical modifications
of this crudes demand, but that i» what 1t
amounts {o In the end.

Mr. Roosevelt's answer is made In the
case of Santo Domingo under conditions
peculiarly favorable and unusually froe
fromn Irritanis. It Is subatantially the
answer that has been foreshadowed in his
various speechas und writings, It has
been called jingolsmn, the blg stick., and
several other names, pleasant or harsh
acording to the mental attitude of the
observer. “Yea," he says., “‘the burdens
of a proteclorate arc a less evil than the
danger of a great foreign war. If not now
in the ca=¢ of Sante Domingo, certainly
Iater in the case of some other American
republle. We are prepared in this in-
stance at least to aceept the corollary
and do the pollce work."™

The reply iz direct, manly and patriotic;
and after the Mustration of self-restraint
which has bean given in Cuba. It should
he received on both sides of the Atlantie
without a susplcion of an uiterior pur-

posa.

Although February 1 is the date xaid to
be fixed by the protocol for the sstablish-
ment of tulelar eontrol and authority In
S8anto Domingo, we pssume that this con-
tract of far-reaching Importance will be
exaculad with due regard to the forms of
Iaw,

The time Is short. dut with the ener.
getie motion charncteristic of Mr. Rooss-
velt'm Administration there s yot oppor-
tunity for the preparstion of the requisite
treaty with the Dominican Government,
s submission to the Banate for consid-
eration, and its ratifieation by that body
in accordiance with the provisions of the
second clause of the second section of the
weeond articie of the Constitution of the
United Btates,

The Memory of Jefferson Davis.

- New York World, Dem.

Governor Terrell of Georgla sald at the
Lee birthday celebration in Atianta:

1 must indoree Prealdent Rooesvelt's sefion
In soma things, but [ can never Indorse hm
personall. love him persanaliy, or aven rvapfct
him, until he mea (o the American peeple he
has dane wroag (0 the memory of Presldent
Dnvia.

Accurate historians are rare [ndeed
From Herodotus to Froude :Em- have
been caught tripping on facts, and Mr.
Roosevell may have been no more just In
his judgments than Macaulay; but i the
memory of Jefferson Davis the most im-
portant thing that presses upon the at-
tentlon of the South?

Might it not better forget Theodore
Roosevelt, the historfen, while It con-
cerna itaelf about Theodore Roosevelt the
President. who |s trying to allay sec-
tionnl feellng?

Three American Deficiencies.

Andrew D. White in the Century

As a result of obeervation and reflec-
tion during & long Nfe touching pub-
fic men and measures in wide varisty [
would desire for my couniry three things
above all others to supplement Amarican
civillsation: From Great Britaln her ad-
ministration of crimins! justice; from
Germany her thesler, and [rom any or
every Buropean country, save Russia,
Bpain and Turkey, Its governmeni of
citles.

The Eastern Blizzard.

Paeifie Coast Paper,
1 remember. | remember,
The houss whers [ was haes—
Back there amoog the bllzaards
That struck it yester’ morn.

The smow's piled up arcund it

_ TWiile frosty t» the air,

And you bei your bottem dollar
Vo giad I wn rot Que

ASSURED SUCCESS OF THE FAIR.

An}l Good Words for Portiand From a
Neighbor.

Tacoema Ladges

The Lawis and Clark BExposition offers the
best oppurtunity that hms evar deésn afforded
to advertise the Pacific Northwest and attract
desirsble homeseekera to Washington and Ore
gon. Toe Leginiaturs of Washington has acted
with ¢ dabis prommp in g an ap
propristion, not as large as many would have
preferred, but adequais for a creditable and
afftctive exhibit of Washi ces and
produsts, If wisely handled. The persoanel of
ihe commissinn named by ithe Governor in such
as Lo inspire confidence and give promiss of
milendtd resulta. The counties and ctties of
the state will, doubiless, make further Inde-
pendent provision for special exhibita and »
Fenerous amount of advertising matier, which
can be distr d most advantag 33 ol
the visitors to the Portland Falr. Plerce Coun
ty and the Oty of Tacoma, through iis Cham-
ber of Commerce and other representative
bodies of citizens, should make eurly prowision
for work of this chamacter. As the joading
manufacturing city of the Pacific Northwes:,
Tacopa should make a consplcuous exhibit of
Taocoma -made goods at Portiand. The Manu-
facturers’ Asmociation, which maintains a per
mansnt exhibit In this city, should apply for
espace In the Washington bullding to be ervetsd
at Portland, and instnll 2 comprehensive and
elaborate display of Tecoma manufaciures ‘The
experience the assosiation has had In exhidi-
ing the products of Tacoms (ndustry during
the last 1€ months will enable (t to make a
most efféctive sxhibit at a mintmum of labor
and troubie

The Fortland Fair is an ssoured success In
every particular. The work of the Falr Com
mimsion in erocting the buildings and beaurt-
fring the grounda has- been well done, and,
while conalderable work remainmm to be accowm-
plished, the comminelon has done ite part thor
oughly and on time. The mallrcads are adver
timng the Exposition all over the country and
are offering low mtes to Poriland and return
by & choles of rougtes, and with mop-over privi-
leges. The Federa! Jovernment, many of the
states and some foreign nations have made
iiberal appmpriations, and will contribute b
erally to the siccess of the undertaking, and
the exbibits will be the mast interesling, (n-
stroctive and Alversified that have aver been
sapembled In this country west of the Miawouri
River. The entire Pactfic Novihwest will profit
immansely 5y the Falr, and Portlasd, whish
bears the heaviest share of the labor and fnan
cia: respansibility, s entitied to hearty oce-op
orution and unstinted pralse for her evterprise
and ability In undertaXing (L

ton's

‘““‘Potted Phrases.”

London Chronicle,

One pnever reads an account of a railway
pccident from the lips of the “badiy
shaken’ passenger without Anding that
“all went well until”"—the thing buppensd.
But perhaps the most maddening of these
pottad phrases Is “the rash set” You
will read how Mr, Smith or Mr. Brown
mt down and wrote several long letters
to his relativem FHow he had with great
cara arranged his affairs. How. with the
utmost deliberation, he purchaszed paison,
a revelver, a new razor amd a ball of
twine. How he sent his family away for
a holiday, went 1o his roown, and com-
scientiously poitoned. strangled, sliced,
and shot himself. “No reason,” rTuns
the inevitable comment, ““Is assigned for
the rash act”—which was as deliberate as
the movement of the Rbooe glacler.

Hollerin' for the Fiag.
Maurice Smiley, In Leslie’s Mopshly.
He mever saw 8 battle,
Nor heard the muskots rattle;
Ha naver wramed hgrdtack pr drank from @
canteern
He nover smelled of powder,
But Teddy lmn't prouder
Of the marching constitution than this patriat
I mean,
And maybe he's a jinge.
But he talks a cheory linso,
And the' ha's not a soldier,
MEATTY AR
He doesn't do muck boasting,
But you never hear him rossting.
For his song in *“Tanker Doodie.” and he hol-
iera for the Nag.

yei ha loves a

And itU's tBat same man's opinion
That we sheuld have dominlon
From the lsthmus to the Aretie;

Isiand to Luson:
From Mains to Mauns Loa.
fan Domingo and Samea:
From the Bekimos jo Cube; from Alneks to
Ban Juan.
Well, mebbe a's a jingp,
Put ha talks a nervy lingo,
And n Hnge beais the colle and a-chewing of
tha rag.
And T4 rather Bave = bigfer

frem Lang




