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BEGULATION OF RAILROADS,
It s¢ems certain that the present Con-
gress will enact legislation looking te

reclly or indirectly with the rate-mak-
ing phase of transportation—directly by
some attempt at desling with rates spe-
cifically by law, or Indirectly by con-
ferring larger authority on the Inter-
state Commisslon.

There is Uitle complaint that the gen-
eral Tates are unreasonable or exces-
slve. Truth i that the rates In this
country &re lower than elsewhere In
the world, when distances are ocom-
pared. The real ground of compiaint is
favoritiam to shippers, through rebates,
private rates, special cars and other
devices through which the shippers
who have not the favors or facllities
are put at a dispdvantage that often Is
rulpous to them. It js on these points
that regulation or control of rates by
Nationa! law, in interstate commerce,
is demanded;: for it is through the
methods of discrimination that such
monopolles ss the ofl trust and the
meat trust have been bulit up through-
out the country.

It will not suffice to point out the
socialistic tendency of the restrictive
or corrective jegisiation which ls pro-
posed ns & check upon this discrimina-
tion. For the wrong is ong for which
some remedy may be found; and if so-
ciallam ever comesa in this country It
will be because of the greed the ag-
gression, 1he extortion, of the capital-
istic class. So, as the Indianapolis
News puts Il, “If the people are ever
brought face to face with the alterna-
tive of Government control of indastry
or industrial control of the Govern-
ment, they will nndoubtedly choose the
formner. If they are forced to act
through the Govermment in order to
protect themselves they will not hesl-
tate to do I If they are nol strong
enough to abolish the socialism which
beaefits the rich, they will supplement
It with the socialiem that helps the
poor. This I8, we take it, as clear as
anything can be.”

It Is admitted that regulation of rall-
way rates, In a country of vast dis-
tances, llke ours in a country where
products are so varied, wherse populn-
tien be 50 unevenly distributed, where
cost of construction and maintenance
of milways can be estimated on no unli- |
form basis—Iit must be admitted that
reguiation of raffway rates by law, or
by fixed rules, presents problems of the
moet AifMcult kind, The complexity af
such problems s infinite. No attempt

to deal with i, therefore, can follow
bard-and-fast rules. But it should be
pounthle, and iIndeed it iz possibie,
to cut  dlscrimination  out—whether

through speclal rates Lo favered ship-
pers, through rebates, or through own-
ership of cars hy greal concerns like
the large breweries, the meat trust, the
ol trust, Jumber dealers, mukers of
machinery, and many more. 1f assur-
ances can be had thal rates are strictly
uniform thers will be little complaint.
It Is to secure this uniformity on a
reasonable basis, rather than reduction
of rates In general, that demand is
mmade for Interposition of Congress In
this matter of raillway regulation. The
demand inclodes also removal of vari-
ous abuses, with the various devices
by which preference I8 given, among
those who use the rallroads, 1o one
viass over snother such us failure
or refusal 1o furnish cars to thoss
“not em the InsMe™ while others
are steadlly supplied The real com-
plaint is In relation to facllltics, prefer-
etial raten, or other expedients that
make conditions unequal. The sintes
cannot deal with this problem In its
relations 1o intersiate commerce, bepce
the General Government must. Power

of stste copiral is too limited. It comes
fur short of requirements.
WAITING FOR “SPFRING."

‘Ft-!nc expresslon i not usually assno.
cinted with popular feeling-ut white
Brat and yet it s In the moments
' when popular feeling lr most fervent
ihat it finds expression In poelry In
the rough., The widows and orphans,
the sirikors, the disaffected poldiers and
the apoxties ! freedom In St Peters-
burg are speaking of the revelution
they believe Immisent as the “Spring.”
and he inflammatory proclamations
that heranld the revelution are “swal-
lowe ™ So the Irish sanburst signified
the “dawn"™ when revolution was to
wher In the day of lberty.' And the
Rumssisn piaygoers used & poelic figure
iz bidding the dancer at the opera tear
oF her dlamonds, whick were o truth
Mdrops of Russian hiood”™ drawn by
Alexis, the Grand Duca! jeech binated
with the spofls of the Admirally.

Just ag all the hopes of the people are
cancentraled in the word “Spring.” so

| buildings to cost $40.000.

Like Peter tht Hermit he leads 2 cru-
=ade, although it was usnecessary 10
srouse hils followers. They were al-
ready on the werge of action. Gopon
s more to-de compared with the priest
Murphy, who, cracifix In arms, gener-
aled and (nsplred the uprising Irish of
Wexford In "85, As the Irish pessantry
followed thelr leader in abeolute dledain
of death, so the Russian sirikers ap-
pear W belleve in Gopon. Whether he
will prove himself as energetic a leader
remalins to be seen,

—————

CELILO CANAL T0O BE BUILT.

The jong fight for the Celllo Cansl
has been won, The House commiltee
on rivers and barbore. responding to
enormous presSure from  various
sources, hag Goclded to makes an sppro-
priation of §50,000, and It will authorize
the expenditure of $200.000 sdditional

There Is still on hand for the canal & Voonrgined gome items which be deemed

considerable amount from former aph
propriations—quite sufficlent 1o carry
forward the work now under way to the
close of the fiscal year; and the pew
appropriation means that po interrup-
tion to the great project will be suffered
st that time. The maln point now is
that Congress—or rather the rivers and
harbors commitiee—has committed It-
gelf definitely and finally to the Celllo
Canal. It has kept fulth with the state.

it may not be Inappropriate to re-
mork that The Oregonian firet called
public attention to the grave danger
that the Government might not carry
out its engagement with the state {o
open the Columbla River. Chalrman
Burton, of the rivers and harbors com-
mittee, lssued an uitimatum $o the peo-
ple of the Northwest thut they should
choose between the canal and the im-
provement at the entrance of the river.
A disposition was manifest in some
quariers o accept these terms, and It
was reinforced Dy unwise and {ll-con-
siderad newspaper suggestion that the
canal should be dropped for the jetty.
When The Oregonlan placed the facts
before the public and insisted that the
Government was committed to beoth
projects, and one should not, muast not,
be sacrificed for the other, the Port-
land commercial community acted =ith
great vigor, and it was very persist-
ently supported by Benstor Fulloo and
Representative Jones. i I8 fortunate
indeed that Representative Jones s &
member of the rivers and harbors com-
mittee. He has been persistent through-
out In his position that the cansl ahould
be bullt. The Pacific Northwest owes
him much.

THE NOEMAL-SCHOOL GRAFT.

Oregon has four so-called mnormal
schools. Their nominal purpose s to
truin teachers for the public schools,
Their real mission is to maintain local
high schools at the state's expense, to
afford a livellhood for a large mumber
of instructors whose quallfications may
be educational or may be political, and
to distribute the public money "where
it will do the most good.” Four com-
munities are thus benefited., while
twenly or more other places In Oregon
of equal or grenter population and im-
portance are entitled to as much con-
sideration, and do not get It. At least
two of these schools were established
with the specific pledge that they would
ask no state appropriation and would
be maintained at no expense to the tax-
payer., They have deliberately violated
that promtss, and have been fastened
on the state governmen! as a continuo-
ing and growing expense. and with a
hold that it seems quite impossible to
shake off. Two years ago the total ap-
propristion for these four schools was
samething like 388,000 for the blennial
term. At this session the combined
normal-achool graft comes forward
with a demand for the enormous sum
of B2 000, which is to be devoted. im
great part to new bulldings. Monmouth
whants & new dormitory to cost §35.000;
Weston a dormitory for $85,000: Ashland
a dormitory for §19,000, and Drain new

The State of Oregon has a State Uni-
versity at Eugenes which it maintains
at an average cost of $1000 per rtudent
for the four years' course. It has an
Agricuitural College at Corvalllm to
which two years ago it made a dona-
tlon of $5000. It has a great many
small colleges in every part of the state
which are sustalned somehow by the
pride and privats energies of the com-
munities within which they are located,
and by donations from various religious
organizations, It is quite probable that
there is not a s4@¥s In the Union with
so few peopie UBat has =0 many edura-
tional Institutions of all Kinds requir-
ing so muth from the public as Ore-
goi. The resull is to dissipate the edu-
cational activities of the piate and to
lower the standard of etvery ome of
these lnsatitutions to a minimum of =M.
ciency. It Is not too much to say that
not a single one of them, pablic or pri.
vate, has & reputation for scholarship,
or for disclpline, or for thoroughness
and range of lnstruction, that extends
beyond the state border. Bo little can
acarcaly he sald of any other siate In
the Union; and yet It is true,

At Balem today legislators from com-
munitles in which the four normal
schools are located are combining to
procure from the state a sum of money
in the aggregnate very great and en-
tirely out of proportion to the Benefil
tn he given either to the public or to |
the students. TUnquestionably, hl\'!ngl
formed a combination among them-
selves, ihey will endeavor to hoid a |
club over the members from Ben:cm.|
who want a large appropriation for
Corvallls; over Lane County, which is |
interested vitally in the Btate Univer-
sity; and over Marlon County, which
draws much mooey for the support of
state Institutions. By this species of
tog-rolling the graft will succeed. The
method is vicious in the extreme; It s
tmmeoral; it 15, indeed, an outrage all
around. If each of the normal schools |
does not get Its bonus, every kind of |
legisiation is in danger of defeat. The
average legislator, anxious to promote
some measure that may benefit hls par-
ticular constituents, must yieid to the
importunities of Lhe normal-school trast
or he will go home empty-handed.

Two years ago the Governor of Ore-
pon, with commendabls courage and
correct judgment, recommended the
number of normal schools in Oregon to
be reduced by twa, The Legisiature
took no action. It is now surprising
ta And that in His recent message Gov-
erngr Chamberlain aeems Lo have for.
gotten sntirely his formier delermina-
tion to save money for the stale and to

plain opportunity to do the pubdlic quite
a5 great & service as he serms to have
performed by notifying the Legisiature
that he would veto every bill

2

duce these amounts to a basls of rea-
son. Public opinion, except possibly in
the communities directly concerned,
would sustaln the Governor in that po-
sition. Under the

able to do his whole duty without real
Ganger of doing imjury to bhimself, to
his constituency, or to some meritorious
bill. With the Executive it Is different.
With the Leginiatufe he 8 egually re-
sponsibie to the public for the charmcter
and the amount of all appropristione
Two years age be did not seek to evade
that responsibility. but vetord & miscel-
Ianeous appropriation bill becauss It

objectionable. Let him do it again. It
will not hurt him at the polis,

There should be one State Normal
School, which should be at the State
Capital, where the constitotion directs
that all state Institutions shall be lo-
cated. Ax I is, the four normal schools
in the state bave been established
awsy from Salem In open deflance of
the constitution, and each succesding
Legisiature has winked its eve 2t a
pialn requirement of law whenever It
has made any sort of appropriation for
these [nsiltutions. 11 needs no argu-
meént whalever Lo demonstrale thai, If
the state wers to have one normal
school, it could be malntained on a high
plune of efficlency at one-balf the ex-
pense now Incurred by the four schools
Better salaries could be pald to in-
siructors, finer talent precured, Im-
proved methods Introdoced, Dbetter
buildings erected and maintained, and
eltogether the whole educational estab-
Hahment made a credit to teachers, to
students and to the public generally.
Usntll this is done we shall continue to
have four weak and expensive lostitu-
tions whers we might have one excel-
lant normal school at greatly reduced
expense to the (axpayer,

“THE RACE RACKET.™

In the news reports from Washington
to The Oregoniun, publishad yesterday,
there was some good plain stuff about
the recent uproar in our Southern
Btates on the race question. Since the
November eiection the fear of “negro
domination” In the South has disap-
peared. No longer are heard those
hysteric shrieks that Southern clviliza-
tion i» to be overridden by the negro
vole. It appesars, then, that “the race
rackel” was worked chiefty for political
effeci. The Booker Washington imcl-
dent gets no further notlce. Some very
pleasant mutter bearing on this subject
comes to publicity through the Waah-
ington Star, A delegation from the
South recently visited Washington, to
invite Presldent Roosevelt to make a
tour of the South, and to be the guest
of Southern cltiee This was courteous,
Indesd. It showed a fine spirit. A part
of the delegation, starting from Bir-
mingham (Ala), plcked up snother part
at Knoxville, Tenn. It happened that
on the same train were Booker T.
Washington and Blshop Bammett (col-
ored). One of the Southern gentiemen,
describing the Incidents of the journey,
sald that Booker Washiagton and
Bishop Barnett made agreeable and ex-
celient traveling companions, adding:

We bhad a3 good time. Thers= was an entire
aluence of any feeling. real or imaginary, over
the fact that we wern diting with Booker T
Washington and his culored asseciate They
ware with o= before, during and after our
medla, and we enjoyed Lhelr fompany. The
train was our home for a much longer time
than we asticipated, belng 20 hours late in
mrriving here, but we visited back and forth
from car 1o osr, made Lthe best of our common
trouble. and all got to be guod (riessis ““Fun-
my., wam't IL” he concloded. "“ihat we were
dining with the man for whoset enteriaimment
the Presifent we have just Invited to our
Southoern homes waa #0 ssverely critlcised ™

The man who told this story =
vouched for as ome of the moat sub-
stantial Demoecrats of the South. The
Washington Star comments (ncisively
an these remarks of the Southern gen.
tieman, thus:

“Fucay,” ye, bl enly as Indicating the 4if-
Yerence Belwesn before and after election. The
hullabsito about! ithe Booker Washingiom Tus-
cheon at the White House waa estirely polit-
feal  Peittlcdams seised Il and used it in the
bope of gatn st the polls, Not one ln & thou-
mand of them felt the alightest cnessines oo
the sabject of the stubility of eur sociul erder
Thelr shivers were all affected. But the whols
thing f~ii flat, and mow we hesar confessions i=
more than one guarter of just whai a hombug
ln the Interast of partisanship Wy attesmpied

Ax we all kpow, had Julge Parker been
rircted, bs wpold have found some gosd places
for colered men, and Do protest would have
been uttared By his party friends The Demo-
cralle mamsagers In New Tork, Indiana. [i-
Heols, Oh'c and  New Jersey, and even dn
Maryland ant Whet Virginia, were salicliing
colored wvolss, and would =nt bave hestitated
te recommend rewards in the shape of offies
for coloved lesders on their side. Mr. Cleve-
lapd rewarded hls cojored supphriess.  and
what woull Bave stood iz e way of Judge
FParker following =o timstricus an examgle”
A ¥ hing. It ' possible to nams
piaces Ia this tows. with gpood sainries =t
tached, that weald bave bern Bmtowed on col-
erell tmen whs had besr whoeping It uwp for
Parker and Davie.

it i= jusi a8 well o ke mearry over
this race bog¥. The South Is nol te be
ruled by pegroes, nor should it be Neot
sincs the days of reconsiruction has
there been any danger that it wogld be
In ali the siates where the negroes are
numercus they have been prsctically
disfranchised. Not ane In a hundred of
them can vote. “The race racksl™ was
pollitical. You will hear of the Booker
Washington luncheon at the White
House no more.

An ordinance so aid that it is new.

| forbidding the attendance of women In

bar-rooms as vendors of llquor or their
employment in  bar-room entertain-
ments, has been reported as an im-
portant “find.” If memory serves cor-
rectiy, this ordinance was passed soon
after the woman's crusade aguinst sa-
jtoons M this city In 164, It ocoasioned
ronsidetable comment and met with
some opposition at the time, but waa
very generally observed for some years.
finally falling into desuetode through
the cralty persistence of Uquor-vendors
of the lower class, and Che carelessness
of the city autborities. Later, as one
municipal governmental force succeed-
@d another, it was forgotlen-—iost, so
tn speak—in the shuffle. If its din-
covery is followed by its active reha-
bilitation. it will simplify greatly the
control of cribe and dives in the city,
of which immora! woemen have long
been £ auxiliary If ool the chief at-

ol e g Ay
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& great uproar.
cannot jegally restraln him from enter-
ing any theater, but the managers say
n ticket of admission s & "license to
enter,” which may be revoked atl pleas-
ure. The New York courts seem to
have sustained this view In former
cases, holding a theater can refuse en-
france to any “objectionable™ person.
What is an objectionable person—ons
who is merely personally objectionabile
to some one In control of & place of
public amusement, or one who, by his
behavior or appearance, is objectionahle
o his fellow suditors? The latter
would seem to be the reasonable view,

There is regret not wholly inapired by
fnancial joss at Lthe fate of the good
ship Geo. W. Eilder. With her aister
vessel, City of Chester, that found her
grave half a score of years age'in San
Francisco harbor, the Elder was an im-
portant factor in the coastwise com-
merce of the middle North Pacific for
many strenuous years., That both these
vessels should have been wrecked In
placid waters after having breasted
safely the fury of many a Winter's gale
on the Pacific s at jeast somewhat
strange. Circumstances favored disas-
ter in the case of the Elder, as her
wreck was not atfended by loss of Iife,
The City of Chester was not so-fortu-
nate In her passing. She was run down
In &« fog by a huge ocean liner, and
sank so quickly that escape for many
Gf those on hpard was impossible.

According 1o the twentieth annual
report of the Unlted States Geological
Burvey, recently published. the total
vialue of our mineral products in 183
was §51.419.T7L6689—an increase of $158.-
211,851 over the value of the previous
year. In this grand aggregate iron and
coal lead, the walpe of the latter belng
$503,000,000 and that of the former $334.-
000,000. The bulk represented by these
values ls 20 enormous that w statement
of it in welghis and measures would
confuse rather than enlighten the aver-
age mind. Together with other figures
representing in detall the output of the
mines of the country, these figures are
urged in support of the organization of
a department of mines and mining, the
head of which will become a2 member of
the President's official family.

Senator Smoot seems to be coming
out of the Inguisition at Washington
without discredit. All that can be said
agalnst him Is that some of the mem-
bers of the church with which he is as-
sociated are still llving In polygamous
relations. It may be argued that bhe
ought to quit the church for this rea-
son; but i can bardly be accounted
fair to hold a church member acoount-
able for the acts of some of his {ellow-
members, Smoot himself seems to be &
very decent kind of man. Of couapme
his views as to “revelation,” “proph-
ecy,” “apostleship,” and so on, are not
more questionable than those of other
peaple.

The so-called—really miscalled—local
eption law ought to be moderately
amended, so as to make In fact a local
option law. At present the prohidition
element Is paramount In It. It should
be amended po that prohibition and
non-prohibition should not be yoked up
together. It was carried last June only
through misrepresentation and decep-
tion. Now that It Is known It would—
If submitted again—be beaten by many
thonsands. What ought to be done Is
to amend It so as to make it truly a
loca! option iaw. This would be ap-
proved, by &n immense majority of the
people.

it will be observed that telegrams
rom the Améerican Embassy at S5t Pe-
tersburg were delayed a full day or
more; While the Associated Press dis-
paiches came with remarkable prompt-
ness, It 8 evident that the Russian
government gave the news the right of
way on ils wires over either commer-
clai or diplomatic messages—a pro-
ceeding quite unprecedented. It Is @
fact aiso ihut the only adeguate news
service to the United Staten Is via the
Associnted Press.

Il is easy, on the testimony of the
bleodsialned snow in the vicinity of the
Winter Paluce In BEt. Petersburg, to
overestimate the number of the kiljed
and wounded In the clash betwesn tha
soldiers and strikers last Bunday. “Twe
thousand dead” was the first estimate.
Later estimates—the biood stalna being
covered in the meantime by a fresh fall
of snow—are that the killed numbered
not more than 500,

Mark Sullivan, an intelligent newspa-
per correspondent, who recently made
a journey of observation through the
Paclfic Northwest, contributes an elab-
crale article to the Boston Transcript
on the Lewis and Clark Falr. The vol-
ume of advertising the Falr i now re-
celving In Eastern newspapers ls very
grest. ard it In all both appreclative
and valuable. -

Thera are no Russian heross—not
alive or In the army. A Ruassian Ad-
miral says Geperal Stoessel’'s surrender
of Port Arthur was unjustified and un-
soidierly. Russia’s heroes have as
hard a time as America’s

It is not confirmed that the Czar ls go-
ing to Copenbagen or that he is going
tn lssae a manifesto designed to placate
the strikers. His great occupation in
life now is Slmply to lie low,

Four St Petershurg newspapers, sus-
pended by govermment during the
strike, have decided to defy the censor-
ship and resume publication. The world
do move.

How He Achieved It

It in highly Ostiering. f a little embar-
rassing. that our highwaymen bave taken
to holding up newspaper men
Waffies, the Cracked Amateur NIt
by E. W. Scorning. -

“Bunny!™

Yaflies, aw | koew, was In Scotland,
yet here was that magnetic volce, the
volce that had jed me to become a fence,
& breaker-into of houses, the voice that
had ruined me forever and bad cacrsd me
to jlose Angoline, the only girl, but =ix,
I ever joved.

“Buany!”’

There was a note of Insistence in ths
volce, the volce that had led me—but
why repeat it 1 looksd around the
room. It was as I had left it In the
morning except that a letter lay upon
the fable, 1 picked it up,

The address was in Waffles' hand and
the postmark Glasgow. 1 opened the en-
velope.

Waffles jumped out,
smile.

“Yes, my dear, stupld Bunny,” he sald
In the volce that— “It's me™
“But 1 thought you were In Scotland.”
“ Bo 1 was, Bunny, go 1 was, but Scol-

with an amused

jand Yard, Bunay, was there also, so 1
quistly malled mysell back to
Albany.™

“And mow, my dear Bunny, to busi-
RS

“Not—" - .

“Yea, exactly Lord Collects” postag
mamp. the biue tenpenny Ceyion—the only
perfect specimen in existence’”

T shivered. Angelina was staying with
the Collectm

Again the magnetic woice conguered.
Fite minutes Iater we found ourselves
bowling along In a hansom toward the
houne that heid the blue tenpenny Ceylon
—and Angolina’

Telling the cabby to wait, we squirmed
through a keyhole and stood within the
houne.

“How are we (o find 1t | asked.

“Hush! T heard it sald Waffles.

“What ™

“A stamp,”
chuckle.

“It's not,"" sald 1, surprised at my own
wit. “It's & stampeds. ™

1 was right. The light was switched
on suddenly, and Lord Collects and An-
gelina stood lookigs &t us from the
stalrs,

“Bunny cams 1o get hir presents back. ”

It was Wallles who spoke.

replied Waffles, with a

Angelins quivered I tried to protest
against the cruel blow Waltles bad
struck me.

“He never gave me anything but choco-
lates,” walled Angelina, “and I've—I've
eaten them all™ sbe burst outl

“Then,” said WafMes, “we had better
go."

We went

Once outside, Wafllop stooped to tha
ground and plcked up something.

It was the blue tenpenny Ceylon.

“How—""

“1 culled it in Clnghajese,” he expiainmed.

A Ban Joseman proposes to traln mon-
keys to plck his prunes. He may be able
to induce the monks to pick prunes, but
be'll never get the sagacious animals (o
ent them.

Eou!l‘ﬂ shall bear that Stoesse]
not in Port Arthur st all

“Who's that man attracting so much
attantion over there™"

“That's Smith™

“Bmith! What has he done®”

“He's the only man in Oregon that
hasn't written & leiter to the papers ex-
platning how game should be protectsd.”

A Pamdenn bellboy got away with
Jewels worth §0,000. Almost in the Bnan-
cler class.

Bacon's birthday agsin and so far no
transiation of his worka has been made
for the benefit of American readers. The
task is one of great difficuity, of course,
largely owing to the fact that the poet
used a mumber of English worda In his
writinge This pecullarity renders It al-
moat Impossible 10 convey the exact shade
of expressiom in a translation.

Three dollars is to remain the price of a
marriage Meense. I It Is desired to In-
crease the revenves, why not have sev-
eral grades of licenses? For instance &
% lcense might carry the right to Deat
& recalcfltrant wife. A RO liconse might
entitie the purchaser to fres divores
after the first yoar, and so forthh We
should not allow a foollsh conservatism
to stand in the way of soclal progress.

Presumably the baby Crarovitch s
siceping through it all

A Pittaburg newspsjer tman has been
engaged as hero hunter by the Carnegie
Commission. Ha will travel over the
United States and Canada investigating
the stories of clalmants and by the time
be geis through should be himself eligible
for one of the rewanrda.

Chicago has o “Bloeheard™ who is smid
o have had 13 wives. Thirteen is an un-
lucky number, but no more so than one,
where wives are conrerned.

Kil the trusts, and what will the mag-
azine editors 0l thelr pages with?

WEX. I

RUSSIA’S DAKGER SPOTS.

London Expresa,

The danger spols of Russla are the
lowns. Yet—and here is another argy-
ment against & general revolution—the
population of the towns forms only one-
twelfth of the whaole nation. Contrast
this with the urben population of ng-
land—8 per cent of the whole. And of
thin one-tweifth a full third s composed
of forelgners resident In thoss towns, whe
take and will take no part 'n national
palitics. Thus It is obylous that these dun-
Eer spots are, after all, mere specks in
the great ex of the Rusal ace

Nevertheless, It Is In these towns that
ths danger lies, snd at present the
“studenits,” male and female, nra the dis.
turding element. Nor are the causes
which arouse thelr activity merely % na-
tural ambition for the progress of their
country or g Slav sensitiveness to Hiz low
position In Earopean civillzation. 1 be-
Weve that In addition to these the terribla
Erinding poverty of thousands of these
students Is the dominant factor which
makes for the new Soclalism-—not Nihil-
ism, be It noted—of tht revoiting force of
Russia. The great majority of the stu-
demts hold small goverament scholar-
ships—mere plltances, which arn just
Inrge enough to allure them to the towns,
but totally insoficient (o support them
when they get there. Thousands of ths
Russtan stodents cannot buy winter cloth-
ing or even the necessary boots, and, jll-
fed, they throng together n wretched

, ther# to devlulm thelr hapless
fate and o decry the govermment

This, then, is the one chie! element of

disregardad

by Mr. Mitchell until he had consulted

some of his colleagues, we think. This
be Inferred

“1 have deemed it not only right, but my

of & Savege attraction.
Landon a time was fixed some
ago for s conferencs in New

mented for the parpose of more sifectively
bocking the trust

The meeting was to have been held in
Fileke's private office mand all the mem-
bers of the proposed combination wers
predent sxcept Colanet Savage, the Boston
miillonaire, who went into the show busi
nesa for fun, and now owns some of the

Impossible to do anything without
hm: »so the others wailted. Maurtte
Campbell, who, it should bs remembared
= husband o Henrietta Crosaman, and la
E=nerally agreed to be many things that
are impossible, got it Into his head that
it would be “good comedy™ to entertain
the others with an Impersonation of
Colonel Savage, who has & slight Impedi-
ment of speech. Mumpbell was burlesquing
Savige In = loud tone of voice, and the
others were lnughing sproariously, when
the door opened and in walked the man
who made George Ade a milllonaire.
“You ought to go imto vaudeville, -

Campbeil, and help earn the family Hv-
Ing,” said he, quistly, and added: *I1

duty o mywself and to the bers of
this Benate, that I should come here and
thus publicly deny all charges whieh I
know to bo absoiutely false, and also to
explain publicly the acts upon my part
which I admit and which are now invoked
by tho prosecufing officers of the Govern-
ment, and by a portion of the public press
of erime."”

an m

Is it to decome the custom of Senators
under Federal Indictment to tuke the
foor in the Benate, review the charges on
which they are to stand trial, pratest
their Inoocence and attack the Govérn-
ment prosecutor? PFProvocation may ex-
ist. the temptation may be strong, but the
only vindicstion that eounts will come in
Eoxd time, when tuey face a jury. At
least, that is the presemption. If thers is
n 1o ruln Benator Mitcheli, it
will come to nothing
no conspiracy. The indictment sesms to
haxe'been found in good faith st the in-
stahce of an energetic prosecuting attor-
noy, whose competence is not challonged.
He may have been doecelved Inm his wit-
nesses. In which case Senator Mitchell
will come off with fiying colors. All the
people are & Senator's constitusnis when
the honor of the Senate Is involved, and
they will presume o this cass that
& colossal blunder has been committed.

—_—
Parasitic Grand Dukes.

London Trath.

Whatever may be thought of
governmental syaslem that prevalis in
Russia, there can be no question that
the Grand Dukes are a curse. Their
number is enormous, und they form a
sort of private council of the Crar.
Many of them are given Important mil-
itary and elvil posts, when they sither
look to their own personnl Interests
or meddle and muddie. to the great in-
Jury of the country.

The Grand Duke commanding the
Russlan army during the last Busso-
Turkish war wis mixed up In many
dirty monstary scandals connected
with that army. Some of the Grand
Dukes seem to have done thelr bent to
provoke the present war with Japan
because they were connectsd with Co-
rean concessions. The Grand Duke
Alexis, High Admiral of Eusale, is, no-
cording te all secounta, an Ignorant,
conneited person. and to him the losses
inflicted on the Russian navy have
been Jurgely due. The Grand Duke
Serge, the Governor of Moscow, is ac-
cused of having pocketed money eol-
lected to afford some comforts to Rus-
sla's sick and wounded soidiers, an.d
the entire gang, it would seéem, has
been urging the Czar to hold fast by
his autocracy.

I eame across the following descrip-
tion of them In an Italian paper. from
one of its forelgn correspondents:

The Grand Dukes may be divided into three
clzssep—the viclous, the ambitioos and the re-
specisbie sonentities. The first spend.  Thelr
Hfe Is largely spent tn Parls snd faskionable
Esropean watering places, They are fast
livers, with no semse of eeif-respect. They
publicly adore cocotiss, frequent cestzuranty,
and mre 3 diseredit to thelr country and an
evil ie to the R ari Y. The
second are, with fow exceptions, ever bént on
sharing power with the Czar. They are given
important civil and milltary posts, for which
thay are uafitted, and they wan them to rob.
Thay are an absolute curse 1o thair country.

Probably thers is |

the |

w have a feallng that there won't
be much to this ‘independent movement*®
I wish you good-day, gentlemen’ With
which he turned on his heel snd walked
out,

Bavags owns some 3 attragtions, and
his co-operation meant the success of the
“independents,” but no amount of explan-
ation and apology was sufficient to induce
him to join foroes.

This Is not a thriliing story, but It -
lustrated what !mportant eventualities
sometimes hang on trifles The effort of
Fiske and hin assoclates failed utterly,
and the managers who remained at that
confarence st thousands of dollmrs 1
an sttempt to whip Klaw & Erlinger,
w Savage has probably made more
money In the theatrical business during
thess two years than all the others com-
bined.

——

When the Eiements Warred.

HE folligwing vivid deseription of a

cyclone which she once witnessed
was “recantly given the writer by Rose
Eytings, one of the most brilllant of
American actresses, who now resides in
Portland,

“1 was playing an engagement in Kan-
s City some years ago, and while thers
had the naver-to-be-forgotten privilegs of
walching a cyclone, which threatened the
destruction of the city. It was in mid-
summer, and but a few weeks after ths
great 91 Louls storm. The day was
frightfully hot and the weather office is-
sued warninge that a cyclone might be
expacted. [ was staying at the Midland
Hotel, and as evening came on the guests
wers notified that they would be safer on
tha ground floor. Immediately com-
menced a scurry among the people In the
houss (o reach the street jevel, and there
WaAS pandemonium (n the hallwsy,

“I was frightened, but determined. I
kad long cherished a desire to see a cy-
cione and was bent upon walching the
one in prompect, so I plled the window-
memt of my room with pillows and =at
down to contemplate the appalling spec-
tacle.

“The sky was so heavily overcast that
promature darkness, black and impene-
trable, came before it should have been
dusk. A great hush seemed to fall upon
the worid—an uncanny quist. sa If the
final doom was about to be pronounced
upon all creatures that lved. I thought of
Revelations and the end of the world.

“Then came a roaring, as of & mighty
wind or an endless express train crossing
an endless bridge. Off to the southwest
it seemed to be, and I sat rigidly. In the
window and watched the southern sky.
A blinding fiash of lightning almost stun-
ned me. It was followed by an explos-
ive crash of thunder, and then I realtsed
that the rmbattled giants of the sky had
marshalled thelr forces and the battle In
the clouds was on.

“The lightning became so continuous
that I could have read a page of a book
without an Intertm between flashes. The
heavens seemed Lo be In flames. A thou.
sand pieces of artillery wers booming In

i in the blase of fire gigantic fig-

The third are barmiess, but exp ve, for
they ail manmage to draw large amounts from
the publle exchequer,

With a strong. determined Cmar like
Nicholas 1. all these Grand Dukes are
kept In some wort of order and control
With a weak, weall-meaning man like
the present Czar they manage not only
to get their own wiy, but to exercise
& baneful Iafluence over him What
they cost thelr coumtry, not only di-
rectly, but Indirectly, must be enor-
MOus.

——————

John D. Rockefeller's Pile.

Boston Herald

A "Wall street banker, the head of
one of the largest financial institn-
tions™ s the autherily quoted for the
latest guess at the weaith of the Ameri-
can Croesus He declares that it Is
over 3500,000,000, that he has an Income
of $6.000.000 & month, and in neo long
time will be worth a round $1,000,600.
This is rather more modest (han the
report that has been current for soma
time pant that his accumulations al-
ready amounted to $L000,00000, The pub-
lec, thanks to the late Henry D. Lioyd,
author of “Wealth and Commonwealth
and to Miss Tarbell who his Indus-
triously complied the history of the
Standard Oll Company. has a pretiy
clear |dea of how he got his fortune.
But what will he do with t?7 He will
be an old man very sotn and have to
o naked out of the world he has used
so profitably. Unless he begins to be
more gensrous than he over has been
he will incwr the disgrace of dying
rich. An annual milllon of two 1o Chi-
cagoe Univerwity goes hut a little way
toward depleting his hoard There are
some things he might do. For exam-
ple. he might endow the [United Siates
Navy or the Panama Canal, and save
the people of the country much heavy
taxation. Then there is the American
mercantile marine. sald o be In much
nead of an endowment.

Snowstorms in Mexice.

Recent Letter,

For ten minutes from 3 o'clock Sat-
urday afternoon. (December 313, the
people of the City of Mexicn saw snow
fail. It waa the third happening of
the kind in half a century. and cauped
a first-class senzation. To the lower
order of native folk the strange sight
of swiriing white Makes, Lhal melted
as saon ax the pavemants wore reached.
was a terrifying one. ‘They ran to
hide in the doors of Bouses und under
arcades. A northerly gale on the Gulf
Goast brought thiz unwonted asnow
flurry,. and it whitened the taine
around the bowl In which the City of
Mexico ia sel. but nol for jong. The
groatest mnow which the caplital of

over saw came in Decamber,
1853, when a [all of siz inches was re-
corded. |

i

ures seemed moving In the sky, uncanny
and fearful. Lorid lights flashed about
them, vivid green, royal purple, bload
crimson and the murky white billows of
sea-foum. Above the roar there was
shrieking and moaning and walling. as If
millions of deviis ware fighting for ir
lives. Then would come & luil, the
two foarces seemed to draw off In sheer
exhaustion 1o reform. Again the mon-
strous cloud armies would charge together
and grupple and wrestle hand-to-hand,
while the light demons and the thunder
demons sought to abatter the wails of the
universe.

“T do pot know how long this continued.
It seemed hours, and thon the tummnlt
ceaseml. The clouds partod and retired.
The moon shonme and a great peace cama
like a benediction,

“The cyclone had spent ftself in the
heavens, and the eéarth was saved. 1
smt in my window for a long time with
the wonder spell of that sublimely awful
scens upon me. [ shail never forget it
It was the grandest spectaclie I ever be-

Bheld.”
A A G

——— e

Mary Morison

Robert Burns. Born Janusry 35, 1788
O Mary, at thy window be,
It s *be wish'd the trysted hoor!
Thewe smilen snd glances et ms see
Thai make e miser's treasurs poor:
How blithely wad | bid the stoure,

A wmary siave [ras sn lo sun,
Couldt I (ke rich reward secure,
The lovely Mary Mortmn.

Yeatreen when to the trembdling string
The dance gaed thro' the lighted ha',
To thee my fancy took Ita wing.—

I =at, but neither beard nor saw:
The' this was fair, and that was braw,
And yom the tosst of &' the town,

1 slgh'd, and mid smang them A',

‘Ta are na Mary Morison.'

O Mary, canst thouw wreck his peace
Wha for thy sake wad gladly des?
Or canst thou break that heart of his
Whase oniy fact s loving thesT

If love for love theo wilt na gls,

At least be pity to ma shown:

A thought ungenils canns be

The thought o° Mary Morison.

O my Luve's ks 5 sod, rod rose
That's rewly mprung in June:

O my Lave's like the melodls
That's rwesily play'd In tune.

As fair art thee, =y bonnle lsas,
€0 desp in luve am I:

And I will luve thee stlil, my dear,
Till &° the segs gARg dry:

Till a° (he sear gang dry. my dear,
And the rochs melt wi' the sun,

I =il juve thes still, my dear,
Whils the sands o Ufa shall ren.




