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IT I8 NOT POSSIBLE.

Mr. J. G. Elitott, of Colfax, Washing-
ton. nddrespes The Oregonian tRus:

Why wouldsn't it be falr to base représents-
tise on the number of votes cast iamead of
on Lhe number af inhabitants as a! present?
This methed would scitle the guestion of
representation in the South, and wouold be
jus: and equitable for the whale country. It
would alsn leave outl of calculatiom the citd-
gem who has not Interest enough in publie

cast his balld. Your views b
cL wounlil be matter of interest

smBtiers 1L
this wuil )=
1t be
the diMculties
the pian wo
the Constiltution
which requires
tn the House)

woabd equitable, doubticss, but
insuperabls. PFirst,
uld call for amendment of
of the United States,
that representatives
"shall be apportioned
smong the several states according to
their respective members, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole
nambar free persons,  incluoding
those bound to service for a term of
yeare, and sxcluding Indians not taxed.
threefifthe of all other persons.” The
“three-fifths of other persons were
slaves; but there are no slaves now,; 8o
the basis of representation is fixed on
free persons, incinding those bound 1o
pervice for a term of yvears, and ex-
cluding Indians not taxed. But the
reference o persons “bound to service
for & term of years" referred mainly to
the old apprentice and servant system,
. now obsolele. Hence now all free per-
sins, expept Indians not taxed, whose
numbers are very small, constitute the
basie of representation, and Congress
must apportion representallves among
the several sistes according 1o the
number of these—though there may be
possible limitation under the peculiar
provisions of the Fourteenth Amend-
men!,

In any event, however, untll the Con-
stitution were changed, there could be
no possibility of besing representation
in Congress on (he number of votes
cast., Then since any amendment must
be ralified by three-fourths of the
states, the suggestion at once becomes
impossihie, for the states that will not
sllow the negro to vole, and yet are uL-
willing to cul the negro population out
of the basies of representation, are nu-
merous epough (o put the veto upon It

Besides. there are many other siates
s which the proposition would be re-
Jecied, for one reason or another. Cer-
iain states have excess of male popula-
tion; others of female population. The
proposal would be a bld at once for
woman suffrage, In every state. Four
siates now have woman suffrage. All
of them would rush to It as a means of
increasing their representation in the
House of Representiatives, Another ob-
Jection would be this, that the pian
would practically take control of the
suffrage oul of the hands of the states
and pisce it In the hands of Congress.
Foreseelng these and other conse-
gusnces, most of the states would re-
Ject the propomal. It is doubtful
whether It would get the support of
one-fourth the
quired.

It is next to Impossible to amend the
Constitution of the United Btates in

are

of

all

of

any important particular, perhaps ut-]

Lerly fmpossgible, without passing
through the cataclysm of Clvil War,

CRIMES OF VIOLENCE.

Sir A Conan Doyie recently made
this statement in London, We have It
through cable to the New York World:

Asnericaps mre our ewn stock; lhey can
ave ne more and no less tendency to law-
leasnesa than we, yoi, whether measgred by
murder, robbary. divoree or any other symp-
W, the irreguiar siate of things in the
Utiited States not only exceeds that In say
Europsan country. bot bids falr 1o exceed
&l! Buropess coontries ceombined. The fig-
sres are drealful, and the Iast ten years
Bave shown a greal (ncrease In them

The British anny in Eouth Africa lost dur-
ing threr yoars 22000 men fraom all cauees;
in thtor years the Upitnd States jost 31600
men from homicide. Lopdon, with #,000,000
mbabhitanix, Bad =4 morders (g jear; Chi-
tags. with leas than 000,000, had 128 OF
Landen's 34,
1238 ome was hanged The single siates of
Oeargia and South Carolina had each more
murders than the whole British Empire.
Nor was this dus to emigrants; [t was most
marked i= the purely American sinies

i wounid indeed be a pitecus end to high
bhopea M ihiz should be the uitimate verdict
wpon thai fmir land whicl ideatinta of Lhe
human race have for centuries looked to as
the peasible T'topin. the made]l wmiate. but
of course this in not the end Our cousine
with their energy and adaptability will find
e way of stamping oyt
mrowth,

Among the Bomicides In the United
Siates Fir Conan Doyle must inciude
the pumbers who perished in rallway
ant other disasters, which ought to
heéve boen prevented. Else no list of
1006 homicides could be made.

ders. He goes on to discuss the meas-
ures which he thinks ought to be taken
hm ta ndm the amount of violent

“to strengthen the
mum all through: to purify
the police, place Judges beyond reach

House News |

three-fourths re- l

fine were hanged, of Chleago's |

this hideous |

Cer- i
talnly there was oo such list of mur- |

of temptation, and bave strong laws
strongly administered without fear or
favor.”

NOW TO COME TO A HEAD,

It & news here, that comes by the
way of Washington, that Puoter, the
Waison woman and others have made
a confession impllcating Senator Miteh-
¢ll and Represéntative Hermann in the
land frauds. This report, telegraphed
to them, has started them for Oregon,
and they will b here on Friday night.
Rumors are thick here that pressure
has been appiled to the persons recently
convicted, to Induce them to Implicate
Mitchell and Hermano—offering to let
them off with fines, If they teall all; oth-
erwise they are to be sent to the penl-
tentiary. Just how much substance, if
any, there |s In thess rumors the public
must walt to see

But it is well that
Mitchel) should come. They are acting
wisely., The Oregonian, it wiil be re-
mémbrred, expressed the opinion a
while ago that they ought to come, In
response 10 the official call served upon
them. We ought now soon to reach
the bottom of this business. The scené
here promisés to be one of some in-
terest; for the censures and accusations
—or at least the Insinuations—against
Mitchell and Hermann ars now to take
definite shape or come 10 an end. Mere
clack and clatter about this business
can‘'t comtinue much longer.

Hermann and

AS TO CONVICT LABOR.

It would be impoesible to employ the
Iabor of convicta in any way in which
ft would not come in competition with
Tree and honorable wage Ilabor. But
are convicts therefore to be kept In
tdleness?

Most of the convict iabor in the peni.
tentiary of Oregon is employed, when
employed at all, under a contract with
stovemakers, The very low wage-rate
which the contractiors pay the state en-
ables them to make stoves In Oregon.
And the contract brings a considerable
| Tevenue to the state,

But it Is urged now through our labor
| uniong that this system be discontin-
ued, because [t interferes with free
wage lmbor. FPosslbly stoves may be
made In Oregon at union wage rates,
but certainly have not besn to an im-
‘portant extent. By far the greater
part of this class of goods in our mar-
kets are from other states. Admit that
‘Wage-rates are not excessive, or no
higher than the man ought to have, or
even less—satill it remains a guestion
whether Jocal manufacturers of stoves
could pay them, agalnst Eastern com-
petition with Its superior facllities, and
wage-rates on the whole lower than
those on the Paclfic Coast. Agaln, on
this clase of goods, the rallroads make
a Jow rate from the East, and thereby
in many lines hold down Weslern man-
ufacturers,

Some say the convicts ought to be
empioyed in roadmuking. Here also
they would be even more directly In
competition with free wage-labor. For
many of our countles, perhaps most or
all of them, pay a day wage for work-
ing the roads. Even the rockplle vaga-
bonds of Portland are dolng work
which, to some extent. more or less,
=mould be pald for to wage-workers

It Is not pessible, therefore, 10 empioy
convicts In work where they will not
compete. Yel the competition of a com-
paratively few convicts |» o small mat-
ter—so Inappreciable a proportion does
1he amount of work they perform bear
10 the whole labor performed by our
people.

Moreover, it s demorilizing in every
way to the prisoners, and Inhuman be-
egldes, to keep them confined In jdle-
neas. At present we say nothing about
the additional burden to the taxpayers,
who, chiefly, are the working people of
the country, though a small proportion
of them are members of labor unions.

GOOD ROADS AND THE MOSSBACK.

At the Good Roads Convention which
closed at Balem iast Friday there was
an apparent unanimity of opinion In

tion under the supervision of tralned
men. When it was asserted that public
highways should be lald out and all
grades established by clvil engineers,
thers was not a dissenting voice. Dr.
Withycombe told the delegates present
that the average farmer doesn’'t know
the first principles of roasbullding, and
no one uitered a protest against this
sweeping statement. Throughout the
whole convention it seemed that the
whole theory and practice of road-
building has undergone a revolution
and that the evile of the past are to be
no more.

But let us not be deceived. BSuch is
not the case. In the first place, the
men who attended the convention were
among the most progressive ciligens of
their communities, and went to Salem
to learn the most approved methods of
roadbuliding. They were men who
were wiliing to lay aside present self-
Interest and to bulld for the future and
for the good of all, While the conven-
tion did mot contain more than a small
friction of the entire number of pro-
gressive and public-spirited citizens of
the state, it was characterized by the
entire absence of that class of men who
are content to do all their work in the

|
way their fathers and grandfathers did. |

The convention wWas Dot & representa-
tive body of men, for the pessimist, the
obstructionist and the stick-4n-the-mud
were not in attendance. These men
were not heard In the convention, but
they will be heard at the crossroads,
and their numes will be found on the
slwaya-ready remonstrance. The cam-
palgn of sducation in behalf of good
roads has made great progress, it is
true; but it has not ¥yet reached the
point where the msn who pay the ex-
pense of roadbullding can be made to
see the ecomomy of moderm methods
and to put those methods into practice.
To & very large number of people, es-
pecially to those who work with thelr
hands and not with their heads, econ-
| omy means a present saving of money
| rather than a judicious use of it They
| look not very far into the future for
| results, They save one dollar that
might be spent for paint today and
Iater jose tenm times that amount in the
wear of the elements upon . wagon or
other farm !mplement,. They wasts
hours of time and labor carrying a
gate open and shut rather than con-
strust one that will swing on Its own
| hinges. They haul light loads over saft
roads when it would require less labor
in the end If they would bdbulld a hard
road over which they could haul heary
loade. In any one of these Instances
| proof can be offered to show that they
are wustefui, but they have gone on
for years in the same old way without
| seeing their folly or withoul trying to
end it With such men =z these the
campaign of education has not ended,
and there remains for the Intellipent,
progressive people of each community
the task of showing in & practical way

tavor of placing public road comstruc- |

the economy of md roads. When this
much has been accomplished and prop-
erty-owners understand that an invest-
ment in permanent road Improvement
is & wise one, there still remsalns the
no less difficult task of getting the peo-
ple together upon a plan of work In
which all will join. Upon this all per-
manent road improvement dependa, for
the people t0 be directly benefited must
béar the greater poriion of the cost in
money or labor.

The annual convention of the Good
Roads Association was productive of
much good In arouaing new interest In
a wubject that is too easily dropped.
Each year hereafter the association will
hold four comventlons, two In Eastarn
Oregon, one in Southern Oregon and
one In the Willamette Valley. By this
mpans there will be kept up a continu-

ous campalgn of agitation and educa- |

tidn, until the unanimity of opinlon
which prevalled in the convention al
Balem wiii extend to every road district
in the state.

THE FIGHT THAT FAILED,

We have not yet recovered from the
sghock occasioned by the recent news-
paper revelstion of the sanguinary pos-
sibilitied of the famous mesting between
Colone! Greene, promoter, who was
hard hit In the stock market, and
Thomas W. Lawson, who bit the Colo-
nel. Tt will be recalled that the wires
were last week orowded with thrill-

ing accounts of the approaching én- |

counter. We were told that Mr. Law-
pon had sild some awful things about
the Colonel, and the Oolonel had drawn
on all the resources of his picturesque
vocabulary for his response, He wenf,
he saw, and he was evidenily tamed
for there was nothing dolng. But we
get ahead of our story. Detalls have
been painfully wanting as to what it
was all about. Our Eastern exchanges,
Just at hand, clear up the mystery with
vivid particularity. Colonel Greene, It
peema, sccused Lawson of dishonestily
manipulating the stock market, and in-
cidentally denounced him as a “fakir,
liar and charistan,"” ominously adding.
“Tomorrow In Boston I shall cail on
you.” The public gasped for breath,
but Lawson with great presence of
mind took his pen In hand and wrote
sbout Greene for the sccommodating
newWNpPAPeTs:

He's & gresat big hearted fellow who would
starve before doing = wrong, He has told
tme many & time that he killed four men,
but they neefed killing. I balleve It Two
were shot in the back, butl, &s he expiained
ft, that was the only way he could get
them,

The bloodthirsty Colonel did not come,
and Lawson then addressed a few fur-
ther trenchant remarks to bhim in &
letter:

My Dear Colonsl: I know you for one of
the biggest hearted, squares: men [ have
ever imet. Notwithatanding your mean, In-
sune attack upon me in today's Dewspapers,
I _bave the fairness to repeat It

You say | atteampted to rob you and your
Greene company. You kaew you le

But you have picked the wrong customer.

Tou or any of those who have agued you |

on, or any of the dirty curs of the “wystem.™
may comes to my office or other place that s
conventant or accessible, and when you come
1 will Be there 1o mest you.

Painstaking reading of the foregolng
will disclose that it is just a trifle con-
tradictory; but doubtiess the Boston
author thought that the amenities
should be preserved between gentlemen,
though it was necessary for him to in-
timate that Colonel Greene could have
whatever he was looking for. But the
Colonel! was not yet ready to drop hia
handy pen for the reluctant pistol, for
he rejoined:

Now, Lawson ix saying & lot of stuff about
e today, | haven't read it, and don’t wan!
to read §1. I'll tell you the real facta I only
met him eonce, and he tried thea to swindle
me, He tried to put me in & hole
and get my property for nmothing after 1
had treated him falrly, and signsd papers
with him No, 1 am not going to
Poston tonlght to see Lawson, My interview
with him can walt,

But Colone] Greene finally did go (o
Boston. Colonel Lawson (he certainly
must be a “"Colonel”) walved ceremony
and called on him at his hotel. The
taithful chronicler, with a calmness
that is creditadle to his nerve and be-
speaks long experience in his observa-
tion of great ooccaslons, says:

Mr. Lawson stepped forward half-way to
meei the New TYork man He seemed con-
strained, but Colonsl Greene smiled warm-
ly. uttersd a cordis! sslutation, and, ez-

| tending his hand, which Mr. Lawson seized,

invited the Boston operator to his reom.

The gentlemen were in conference al-
most seven hours, when It was officially
given out that “each gentleman had =&
perfect understanding of the other's
position.” We should say that, judging
from the preliminary correspondence
there was very lttle room for misun-
derstanding.

THE JURY SYSTEM.

Attorney-General Crawford has ren-
dered an opinion holding that under
the Oregon constitution the Legiaia.
ture has no power to enact & law pro-
viding for verdicts by less than a full
Sury. In recent years there has been
guite a strong demand for a change in
the jury systéem. 8o that one or two
men on A jury of twelve cannol pre-
vent a declsion being reached. There
are some who advocate a law permit-
ting a majority of the jury to find a
verdict, while others would require that
the verdict be found by two-thirds or
three-fourths of the entire number.
What ever the detalls of the proposed
pian, the purpose i& to promote justice
by taking away from a small minority
the power to prevent the majority from
reaching a decision.

The present system Is based upon the
theory that a verdict la more llkely to
be just if it requires the concurrence of
all twelve men. In practice this re-
quirement often leads to unjust wver-
dlcts, for the majority makes a con-
cession 1o the minority in order to reach
any decision at all. An obstinate and
unreasoning juror can frequently com-
pel Lthe other sleven men to yield =
part of what they belleve to be right
In order to secure at least partial rellef
for the lltigant who ia entitied to a
verdict. In other words, a verdict that
meets the entire approval of eleven
men i more lkely to be right than a
verdict to which the eleven have been
compeliled 10 agree against their judg-
ment in & compromise with the other
one.

There is a further argument in favor
of giving & majority the power 10 find
& verdict. It may be possible, ocea-
sionally, for a litigant to bribe one man
on & jury, or perhaps two, but it would
be practically imvpossible to .bribe three
or four. Bometimes personal friendship,
prejudice or indirect Interest will influ-
ence the action of one or two men on
a jury, but this would not prevent a
just verdict being given If a majority
or two-thirds majority could frame the
decision.

The agitation over this subject in the
Inst few weeks, together with the At-
torney-General's opinton, will furnish
one more aArgument for those who be-

constitutional convention. The consti-
tution provides that the right of trial
by jury shall not be abridged, and this
means g trial by common-law jury, and
requires & verdiot found by twelve men.
The requirement can be changed only
by amending the constitution.

The suggestion made by SBecretary of
State Dunbar that special funds should
be abolished and all money in the treas-
ury be made avallable for the payment
of claims against the state, 8 & good
ane. No good business man divides his
resources Into funds and postpones the
payment of a debt because the particu-
lar fund set aslde for it Is tempararily
exhausted. It Is entirely proper to place
& limit upon the amount of money to be
| expended for s particuiar purpose, but
as jJong as there Is money In the treas-
ury It should be avallable for any of
the debta of the state. This would not,
of course, apply to trust funds, of
which the state merely acts as custo-
dian. The Biate Agricultural College
is a worthy institution and fs doubt-
iess entitled to the 325,000 a year It re-
ceives from the state, but there Is not
& semblance of reason why a special
apportionment should be made and a
special fund created for tHat one insti-
tution. Under the present law the State
Board of Levy apportions the revenus
for all other state purposes In one sum
and then apportions the revenue for
the State Agricultural College. If there
Is any reason why this plan should be
followed, it appllies with as much force
to the State University, each of the
Normal Schools, the Insane Asylum and
the Reform School. All the other (n-
stitutions recelve their money from the
general fund appropriations, and the

3
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shad never drank.

yetem should be simpiified by placing
Agricultural College with the rest

When Representative Humphrey, of
Washington was in Portland BE £ meom-
ber of the Mérchant Marime Commis-
slon, he bewalled the fact that the
American merchant marine had shrunk
to such small proportions that a sub- |
sidy was urgently needed in order to
make it possible to builld more ships.
In a Washington dispateh In yester-
day's Ogpegonlon Mr., Humphrey Is
quoted as stating to the President that
“forty American ships were lying idle
in the waters of Washington, while the
German ships were carrying the lum-
ber for the Panama Canal' This
would seem to be a confesslon that
there were already more American ships
than could find profitable employment
In competition with other vessels. Any
additional construction that would re-
sult from a subsidy would only inten-
#lfy the congestion now In evidence,
and so far a= known the men who sold
| the lymber have not suffered from the
| fact that it is golng forward In vessels
that wiil carry It the cheapest.

Chicago has long been noted for the
hustle and push of her citizens. There
iz something In the atmosphere of the
Windy City that seems to have a ten-
1 dency to accelerate the pace of all who

become inoculated with the - Chicago
| germ. For that reason, It will not
come as a surprise that the two most
successful revivalists that have invaded
England in the Iast ifty years are from
Chicago., This palr has deen s0 suUCCess-
ful in Epglend that in some of the
provincea where they have held mest-
ings, the publie houses have been aban-
doped, and miners who formerly turned
A deaf ear to religious movements are
being converted by hundpeds. The fact
that the evangelists have made them-
selves famous in a foreign land need
not be taken as evidence that they ran
out of matrilal to work on before leav-
| ing Chicago, The religious scruples of
the dwellers in the lakeside metropolls
are not puch as to obviate the necas-
sity of a INttle missionary work at
home.

The sunshipe which came glinting
through the flufly clouds yesterday was
warm enbugh to cause any one but an
Oregonlan to wonder If this really was
December. The picasing effects of an
{deal Oregon Winter day were height-
ened by & perusal of the Eastern news
dispatches, which reported car lines
blockaded with snow and the mercury
suffering a severe sinking spell, while
Eales raged on sea and land. There
are times, of course, in Portland, when
umbrelias and overcoats are not incon-
venient, but there are so many beautl-
ful December days that the contrast
with the Winter weather east of the
Rocky Mountains becomes very pro-

| 0 hecome an American classic.

| through an *address which he

| not open them.

nounced.

There are some people In our coun- '
try—not many—who are awfully afrald

tlons on the coast at exposed places,
we shall therefore be not wholly un-
prepared for resistance, if war should
be forced on us. A country In an ut-
terly defenselesa state, unprepared for
resirtance, and therefore compelled to
humility and unable to resent insult, is
thelr fdeal. All these people supported
Parker—which doubtless |s one reason

The new noval which Miss Hallie Er-

probably be full of color, Telegraphic
advices continue to drift in from the
various one-night stands where Hal-
Flle Is visiting, informing us that she has
tarried there to seck color for her new
novel. if she finds color in proportion
to the vigilande of her search, the new
novel will blaze brighter than the
auburn treases of the heroine (n Elster
Amella's "Qulck or the Dead.”

The member of the
royal family who is said to be desirous
of marrying Miss Alice Roosevelt is
Prince Gustavus Adolphus, aged 32 He
is the eldest son of Gustavus, the
Prince Royal, and Is therefore helr pre.
sumptive to the throne of Sweden and
Norway.

We observe that the effort to deprive
Oregon of a Presidential Elector is con-
fined almoat entirely to the Republican |
press. The Democratic press sesms to
have lost Interest.

—

There can be no doudbt that both
Mitchell and Hermann will “deny the
allegation and defy the allegator.”

That's Right; Make an Exampile of
the Hog Man.
Eugenes Regilster.

A. M. Griffin and son, of Coburg, bhad
an unfortunate experience last eveniux.
Whila driving to Eugens their horse
took fright at a dead hog belng
dragged nalong the road. ran away,
throwing them out and bruising them
badly. hreaking the bugxy, and finally
ended by running into a barbed wire
fence cutting Itself badly. They feel |
greatly aggrieved and think they can |
recover damages from the man who |
was dragsing his hog away. J

that If we keep the skeleton of an army |
and a few warshipe, and have fortifica- |

why he got so few votes. l

minie Rives says she will write will |

| country

Scandinavian

NOTE AND COMMENT,

Tokio reporta that the battleship Bevas-
topol hag been tarpedoed ten
times. The torpewcoss must be bum speci-
meng If there Iy enough of the Sevasto-
pol left to make a paper-welght.

A Beattle preacher has been ordered by
the courts to confine his energies (o
preaching. This seems to be tough luck
for the congregation.

An exchange mentions four kinds of
bats—the ordinary winged bat. the acro-
bat, the baseball bat and the brickbat.
The editor can’'t be much of a rounder
or he would have mentioned the ordinary
bat withuut wings.

Another Definition.

“Pa, what's the difference between 8
drama and 5 melodrama’’

“About $i a seat™

A, J. £rooks, the “unkisse]’ professor
of geoligy at the Northwestern Univer-
#ity, Is engaged to an Ohlo girl. Professor
Crocus I= the man who told his clazs
about three years ago that, although he
md grown to manhood, he had never
kismed a woman, hau pever smoked and
He received by mall
scores Of letters and offers of marriage
from women who had been impressed by
his statement. It would have been inter-
esting t0 see the ignorant professor’'s first
smack, but he probably won't tell his
classy anyrhing about it in view of the
Joshing he recelved on his former an-
nouncement.

Alphonse and Gaston have none the bete
ter of Nogtl and'Stoessel.

President Ellot's story, says the Spring-
field Republiean, about the laziest Har-
vard student he ever knew is good enough
Prestdent
told it many times,
now attained real puoblieity
dalivered
recently In New York. In fllustrating
some point he was making to his audi-
ence, Dr. ENot sald:

“There was once a student at Harvard
who, 1 think, was absolutely the laziest
student [ ever knew. Hia family was de-
votedly attached to him, but he not only
would not answer thelr letters, but would
Finally his aunt, living
In New York, telegraphed me asking
what was the matter with Bob, I replled
that she had better coame on herself and
investigate She called at the young
man's lodging and found him still in bed
at 11 o'clock In the morning, with 13 un-
opened telegrams the table and ha
strenuously objected to getling up even
then. I am Informed, nevertheless, that
that young man is today one of the most
successful lawyera In his state”™

Thoey are having a great religious re-
vival In Wales, The strange thing about
the matter is that the football season is
also In full swing over there.

Ellot hns doubtless
but It has

on

Who: i= that man with the
his brow?

He Is a respectable citizen.

Why Joes he wear that hunted look?

He s trying to think of a suitable pres-
ent for his wife, and he has just escaped
from a department store.

What does he think of buying?

He I8 too worried to think.

What do you think he will buy?

He will ot buy anything. He will give
bisx wile the money and tell her to buy
something for herself.

Does his wife know this?

Belcher life

furrows In

Choosing a Gift.
Willle was homelsss,

Hls father was a milllonaire and owned
nothing but & palace.

Christmas brought no joy for Willie.
He had already owned and smashed all
the toys that had been Invented.

Banta Claus pondered long upen the sub.
Ject of & suitable gift for the boy.

Finally he decided

Little

o leave s large

| Financiai Catastropbe in the palace.

“That may make them al] happy again,*
he =ald

Chicago has been showing Prince Fu-
shima the stockyards, and the Prince ad-

mits thut he saw nothing lke It in Bos-
ton.

An English court has ruled that &
schoolmaater s not & “gentleman in Inw,™
although he may be a “gentieman In
fact."” In other words, the schoolmaster
may own an automobile

WEX. J.

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES.

From a bulletin recently issued by
the Census Bureau we got informatlon
&s to the proportion of the sexes in the
United States,
for curfous and Interesting study.
appears that the year 1000 there
were 1,638,000 more males than fe-
males, of about two In each 103 persona
It Is belleved that In the population of
the world there are several millions
more males than females, although the
relative excoss In this country is great-

It
in

| ar than the average. In Europe the fe-
| males 'are in excess. The rule is that In

sparsely set'led regions thera Is an ex-
coss of males and in densely settied teor-
ritories an excesa of females.

For the cities, howsever,
tion Is reversed. In the clitlea of this
ihere are about
females than males. This

the condi-

202,000 more
ia attributed

| Iargely to the greater apportunity for

women
clitios.

An interesting deduction from the
census statistics is that women live
longer than men, As the .Scriptures
promise long life as a rewhrd of wis-
dom, the fact ls somewhat complimen-
tary to the female sex.

Educators will be prepared to believa
the statement that since 1890 there has
been an increase
females among

to find employment In large

persons attending
school. The advanee of clivilization is
distinetly shown In the concessions
which soclety has made 1o the right of
the girl to aducation equal In extent to
that of the boy.

While America Is working oul new

problems in svcial distribution, It is In- |

teresting 10 note that the conditions in
this new and greal country are aimilar
enough. so far the proportion of
sexes is concerned, to those in other
jands to prove that the natural laws
regulating the quality and number of
the humnn race persist and that while
individuals pase away the type con-
tinues with very =low modifieations.

as

Cheerful English Breakfast.
Ladies’ Field
Breakfast is perhaps the only unpleas-
ant item of a London Winter. You come

| dotwn every morning to the same yvellow

egN= on the table mnd the sama yellow
tog outside, while the male thing oppo-
site makes .the same gloomy commentis
upon what Is In the papers, untii the
average woman s reduced to the lowasl
depths of depression.

which affords matter |

| ine their

| meonopely of

ANTIPODEAN NEWS AND VIEWS

From Sydney (N. 8. W.) Bulletin, Nov. 10,

The law badly wants to arreat o Talhape
(M. L.) dog for aiding and abetting his own-
er to quénch an uniawful thirst. The owner
had a violent desire for beer, and he also
had a prohibition order out asainst him.
S0, not being abis to get beer persomally.
he handed the dog a kit with a shilling
In 1. In a few minutes the dog came
back minus the shilling, but with s bot-
tle of bLéer. The local Policeman has
been lying awake ar nights wondering
whom he ls to arrest for Infringement of
the prohib. order. For one thing, It can't
be proved that the man told the dog to
got the liquor. The dog can't be accused
of willfully supplying & prohibited per-
mon, partly because the dog had received
no legal notice that it master was pro-
hiblted; partly because the dog wasn't o
vendor of liquor: partly, also, because It
didn't take the cork out to mee what wos
in the bottle. So it ¢an't he proved that
it knew what It was supplying. And there
Is no law against supplying UHaouor 1o
dogs, 50 it Is hard o aee¢ how the pub-
lean can be dealt with.

Gentlemen who wish to Jook smart
should pay a visit to Wild's hairdressing
siloon, where six fArst.class artisis are
engaged. The establishment la under the
patranage of Lord Northeote. Address 3
Sydnasy Arcade (upstairs), entrance from
George or King street.—(Advt.)

From proceedings befors Victorian But.
ter Commission (P. and O. manager Tre.
lawny under examination):

Did you not refuss tn come snd give evi-
dence when served with a wubpena?

No.

If & promioent solicitor In Sydmey swears
that you di4 will you deny It7T

I saw no prominent solicitor. I saw & very
dirty and a very rude boy, who did not take
his hat off. He theew the subpena on the
table and sald, “Here'n o shilling.™

But It might have bsen. *“Prominont
solicitors” run in all shapes.

Qusint ad. from Age Missing Frienda
eolumn:

OLD FRIEND.—The uwsun! result of femi-
fline intruston tute my business (dismissal)

Those who heve wronged me God will re-
quite,

Swrewt in the darkness when He is the light
—K L

We have had
“In  Memoriam"
baby poem.
comes along.

the Obituary poem, the
poem. and the Now-
Now the Losit-job poem

The most profane bird on earth |s prob-
ably the old-man cockatoo haunting the
paint loft in the Melhourne Princess The-
ater. Recently an Imported actress ven.
tured to carems this remarkable bird
“Pretty cocky.'” she sald “Cocky = &
pretty bird'! Cocky rounded on her, ruf-
fled hik crest, and stated all the cuss-
words h= was acqualnted with. The
actress listened, horror-stricken, unth
cocky had finished, and then she said:
“Heavens, whnat a stage manager'

A mecent “East Lynne” company, plav-
Ing in Maorfland, broke the crowd up.
Just before the last sct, when “Little
Willie” coughs himself into aternity It
waws found that the scene was not ready
S0 Archibald Cariyie came out and in
fiery tome declalmed: "Murphy shall not
sing tonight'' or something to
fact Then “Little Willle, "
rather stout lady of 4, dled in due course,

Mrs. Ennis, a leading light in Ade-
lalde Boclety for Hindrance of Feroc) ty
to Beasts, has applied to be made a
special constable. S0 the next baker
boy who whacks his hdrse unduly may

expect to be arrested and marched off |

to the lockup in & novel and romantic
manner. As long as this speclal con-
stabulary !s confined to ladies of a cor-
taln &sge, things may go amoothly
enough, but when the young and beau-
tiful miss tak'es to the busineas, Edwin
will murder all the dogs in the street,
Just for the jJoy of being arrested by
Angelina. And If she has lately been
cold to him he may kiek a horse out-
side her premisés, 0 as to get a
chance 1o speak to her while being run
in, and ask her If she no ljonger re-
talns any of her old affection for him,
and If all s really over between them.

The Maorl struggling with the Eng-
sk language commits many n blun-
der, but, when we think of his ances-
try. perhaps the following may be re-
peated. A schoolmaster in o Maori
lege one day asked a scholar to define
“stperhuman.” “Eating men late at
night,” was the answer of the youth,
who had confused “superhuman”™ with
“human supper.”™

eol-

Another example
sweating methods Introduced to the
Vietorian rallways by Manager Tait
turned up In the Argus t'other day. A
correspondent from Euron wrote:
“Many women Iin charge of stationas
actually recelve no pay, while othera
recelve only the nominal pay of Is (35
cents) per day. The
charge™ at a station on the Northeast

of the

line has to rignal the trains, attend to |

pasaengers and parcels, collect and s«
tickets, recelve and consign all good
and k#ep accurate Aacounts, Tha
freights on outward goods from this
station are not leas than from £6 to
£10 (380 to 350) per day, apart from
other revenue, yet the department re-
fuses to pay anything for these serv-
lces, In most cases the woman is the
wife of a line-repairer, and the hus-
band Is allowed to occupy a cottage
rent free, and It is the fear of evietion
which compels the wife to work for the
department for nothing.”

The worst-tempered =set
and around Sydney. taken
are membars of fowl-laying
Ing competitions—and they are whales
for egx-laying competitions—they
cozen, cheat, and backbite worse than
pony-racers. The things they say about
fellow hen-owhaers are hlnnd—s-ur-l'll.n‘.:.
I have been awakened from my peace-
ful sleep by a hen-owner who thought
the other fallow's chook was ahead In
the egg-race: he came to tell me that
the other fellow drank.

of men in
as a cliass,
elube. Dur-

First lawyer—In this case. your
worship. I am mo unfortunste as to .be
opposed by the most unmitigated ras-
cal in the legal profession.

Recond lawyer—My learned (riend s
such a notorious llar that—"

His worship—It would probably ex-
pedite business If counsel would con-
ramarks to such things as

are matters of disputs
the American peaple would
if they

1 Fuess
consider thempelves In heaven

; | had n brand of politics like yours—3id.
fn the proportion of |

ney Clementson, an Amarican visitor,

Mr. Held—Mr. Lyne appareatly oouid no: g=t
away from the filthy party iseue (IMsorder. )

Mr. Lyne—You are a flithy humbug, You are
slways wallowing in It (Cproar.)

Mr. Reld—The honorable member wants =
making nffansive statements,

My Hutchinson—He cotld nat have a monop
oly while you are Nere

Mr Lyne—1 never had anything struck
of Hansard.

An incident which neariy led to Mr
and Mr. Norton haviag a phyesical encounier
on the floar of the House occurred in the As-
sembly last night.

Unele Sam (in heaven)—Gee-whis!
I'd on'y gusssed it wuz one-half so fine
as this I'd have died Years sooner!

aut

of

Styles In Typewriters.
Pittshurg Dispatch

Bither hlonde typewriters
scarce In New York or they refuse
notioe job-lot advertisementa. When tha
Madison Square Garden typewriting ex
poaition opened todny the manager found
the need nf M0 Jdemonstrators, and he
advertised for them. epecifying that
they be blondes. The net result of
“ad" was one redbeaded girl

are Very

L L4 ]

one bru-

nette treated heavuy with peroxide and 1

a colored lady recently graduated from
a business cullege

that of. |
who was a |

atroclous |

“woman-in- |

Fegan |

the |

BITS OF OREGON LIFE,

They've Heard About it-at Last.
Pine Cor. to Baker City Herald.
A Christmas irée is belog trlked of at
thi=s place.

Acknowledgement to a Friend in Need
Free Water Times.
Mr. L. B. North was helping the printer
this week and last

To Weigh Hay While Sun Shinea Not
Buell Corr. Sheridaiz Sun.
The shed covering the hay scales of
this vicinity ls completed

Poor Unripe Mr. Forcier.
Correspondent Gervals Star.
L. Foarcler has not dug his spuds on ac-
count of not being ripe yet.

Ah, There, Cecll! We're Watching You
Wallowa Chleftain
Mr. Cecll Ghormley Is over
Pawwatka again, What s the attraction,
Cecll?

“rom

Oh, Listen to the Band.
Grant County Newe,

The band iastruments have arrived In
town, and already Director Trler is busy
with the datatls of organization and prac-
tce.

| Why Idaho Democrats Lost.
Lewiston Tribune
Senator Dubals practically admits that
hy driving the Mormon vote out af the
Demoeratie party, Democratic succeas
and Democratle government were made
imponsible

Real Sport in Benton County.
Corvallls Timea.
The hunting club which
lakes and ponds in the Hulbu nelgh-
borhood went out Tuesday for another
“big day of joy,”” as ithe members
a day’'s shooting The result af the sh
was between K0 and 0 ducks

controls the

Sure, We Won't Give It Away.
Byringfield News

It Is rumored quistly and secretly.—t
the Springfield ladies are
tain in the “good. old-fashioned
The News reporter was confident
formed and requested to kesp It
the hat™ that the swellest event
year was yet to take place.

soon to

Mr. White's Surgical Operation.
McMinnvilie Telephone Registar
T. A White one day last week ploRed
& brier out of his finger with a hat pin,
| mod in a few days blood poisoming sot in,
from which he suffered severely aince. It
was feared for a while that Id be
necessary (o amputate his he ut he
has improved somewhat, and | b
Heved he will recover without that

In now
nas
Mr. Wagner Makes an Explanation.
Aurora Bore

We bave received il
munication, which speaks
“Notlee to the reading publie—T7
dersigned takes the lberty <
all who care to know that he
aliing around the country or
tesch any body, but simply
amdd pleasure combined
“DA

‘f--ilﬂﬂ ing

orming
t (rav-
fowns o
for wark

I= 1

VIiD WAGNER.

Gathers Grapes in Decimiber.
Jackgonville Sentinel
| On the first day of Decemt
Sampsor plcked from a 1
wi his piace north of town ten
grapes holding I pounds. Two
he kept for his own uss and
other eight crates at $1 each
time there had no frost__and the
frult was in perfect conditian. M:%-Samp-
sorr has about ¥ vines of this planting.

of thess
soid tha
Up to this
hean

When Father Makss Son a Visit.
Bheridan Bun

A. B Thomas, of WoresteOrgve, (8
again in Bheridan, and when he 1s sround
there is something doing. He has been
busy asasisting his son, A. H. Yhomas, In
repalring his bullding Tha pinte hasdiy
looks Nk= the same bullding He has
repapared it and arranged things In
such A manner that It i= pleasing to
ook upon. Let the work of Improvement
go on

The Drama Under Difficulties.
Eugene Guard
Last evening., fust before the perform-
ance of “For Mother's Sake at the
theater, five of the seven ushers employed
| In the house informed Ma
that they would pot work an) !r-:‘.gr'r
their wages were not ralsed Heaul
Poindexter was given authority to at «
secure other ushers o fill the wirike
places, and before the show wag aver he
hagd twice as many spplicatlons as there
were places to fill

1 sher

Launching the Dramatic Lifeboat.
Ralnler Gaszette
The Rainier Dramatic Club
resurrectad from the shadows
dead past, and night i
shrieking herolnes baffied
| dying lovers give avidence that Lh
band are in a stage of preparation to i
for honors before the glittering foot-
lights. Their first effect will be “Through
the Breakers.” We now the a prayer
that they may get 't all right
The gloclous “frst night'" will be soms
time In January.

ORs Deen

=

Az to Vardaman.
New York Sun.

A Washington dispatch to The Tribune
says that the Inaugural commitlise I=
“sorely perplexed” as to whether It
should send an invitation to the Hon.
James K. Vardaman. Governor of Mis-
sinsippl. The commifee fesrs that the
Governor would make a reply in Varda
maness We can't belleva that the com-
mittee ts entangled in such a perplexity.
The Btnte of Mississippl s entithed to the
same courtesy as her sister states. Her
Governor should be treated courteoculy,
whether he chooses to pay In kind or not.
Dr. Johnson's phrase, “the triumph of
hope over experience.”” should be in the
minds of the committes In its treatment
of the Mississippl Cheaterfieid. Consult
also Proverbs, xxviid

His Wonderful Flow of Language.
Chicago Inter Ocean

It is easy to understand where
Lawson got all his information
is still a mystery whers he got
mendous flow of language
picked it up on the East Beston
boat

REJOINDERS.

* aaid Mrer Poll linner
iresm for the thester thls sven.
the fret ast
y.—Phlladet.

afuer

find out afier
one lsm'L in He—
1 There are iots of marcTie
peopls who serma tn Be boih cheerful and hope-
tyt.—Chicage Aécord-Herald
Tou Frofrssor (who has takes
v the way, Mise Gaswefl, hgve ¥
seen the nebuln of Andromeda” Mi
: | was abroad wilh paps and mamma
played, but I'va heard that i*
wousen.—Chicagn Tribune
-2 0 m will maks mes old
Hathere you, Lon
If 1 bave an ugly mald
a=ay all the time, and if 1T have &
= at home ail the time, and |
there i1 " —Houstor

1t must be terribile 12 Ale

rea ove

her down to

cromded
“This servant-girl
before my time"’

aoes

floea 1T

my

an

t Viritor—1"ve
y Reggile m3

had a
ing ha has won 3 schalar-
ow geiighred 1 am.

an understand yer fe2imgs,
. 1 feit just the same when our plg wan
a mshi st Lke agriculiural sbow —Londen
Punch.

Just letler Ivem




