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FORTLAND, TUESDAY, SEPT.

THE DIRECT PRIMARY MUDDLE.

It s necessary to discriminate
sharply between the nsatural and rea-
sonable reading given the direct pri-
mary law by Judge McBride or Attor-
ney-General Crawford, and the inter-
gretation put upon it by persons who
h&ve ends to serve. It wil] not escape
the average cltizon’s attention that at
the first slgn of dlMculty under the new
law they who opened not their mouths
against it while it was pending now
musier up courage to bellttle or attack
it. Thus we have the assertion from
Senaior Fulton that the law is uncon-
stitutional and assurances from ex-
Benator Simon that the bosses will be
Just as powerful with It as without it.
3r. Fulton s t00 sagacious a politiclan
not to fear for the power of the polit-
dcal “organization,” and hs speaks out
with characteristic bluntness and vigor,
while Mr, 8imon, with the same purpose
In mind, pursues the more diplomatic
course of discouraging popular regard
for the Jaw by promoting the idea that
it 1= of no serious inconvenlence to the
bosses anyhow,

We have a good deal of respect for
both these gentlemen's opinfon in any
question of practical politics. Neither of
them wan his notable triumphs In the
political arena by talking through his
hat; yet in tols case we atiach littie

importance to thelr utierances becsuse |

they are obvionsly made for a purpose.
It is not Mr. Fulton's concern for the
constitution or for the outraged rights
of the independent voter that moves
him hailf so much as it Is the problem of
& direct primary vote for Benator; and
the opposition of every machine politi-
cian to the primary law is Irreconciis-
ble with Mr. Simon's contention that
the machine can rule things as effect-
ively now as heretofare.

It is possible that the courts might
met aside the [ew on Mr. Fulton's con-
tention that the voter's prescribed dec-
daration of his party is an unconstitu-
tional restriction on the suffrage: but

the courts will not do this, in-face of |

the popular demand and ratification of
the law umnless the point s absolutely
clear, which it does not yet seem to be
o many persons outside of Clawsop
County, In practice, moreover, It has
been the contentlon of the pollticians,
wherever party declarations have not
been required, that It |s unjust to per-
mit Democrats to vote on Republican
nominations and perhsaps contral them.,
If the law should be amended at the
coming Legislature 80 that voters could
mark a blanket batiot Indiscriminately,
they who now complaln of the party
declaration would be the first to com-
plain of the other arraagement. Noth-
ing can satisfy you if you are defer-
mined not to be satisficd.

We have littie doubt that courts and
people alike would approve and Justity
an arrangement for conducting munici-
pal elections under the old law or even
for conducting them under the new
isw with party declarations walved,
But It is necessary to reckon also with
& powerful element in the community
nol so much concerned about getting at
the popular wili &s about folsting its
own will on the people. 1t Is very like-
ly. therefore, that this element can
bring such resources of legal acumen
into requisition =28 tw compel an
amendment of the law st the coming
iegisintive session. Once amendment
begins, there {8 no telling where it may
stop. A provision should be made for
the Portland municipal election next
year, end possibly the decent thing to
do would be to ellminate all reference
io & ballot for Unied States Senator,
which is rendered Inoperative anyhow
by the Constitution of the United
States

It is impossible for any ome to say
with positiveness st this time whether
the direct primary will succesd In Ore-
gon. Many political devices succead in
some places and fall In others, Of all
sorts of difMculties and embarrassments
predicted for the law’s operations, some
may come true. But it is certaln that
no attempt to repeal or nullify the law
should be countenanced until it has had
& falr trial. The heavy majority in its
favor gives it authority which should
be respected. There 13 uncertainty
enough about [ts application to our city
eiection to justify an amendment giv-
ing §t that application io definite tarms;
but any change made ghould only be
10 sirengthen and perfect the law. Tt
i= very doubtful If an amendment to

1

meet Benstor Fulton's objactions would
serve any good purpose, least of all to
pacify the apponemts of the law,

THEY HAVE HIS MEASURE.

Judge Parker is for tariff reform, but
it must be done “prudently.” without
harm to established business interests.
He s for Philippine independence, but
not til It is “prudent.” He is for do-
ing things honestly on the isthmus of
Panama, but he does not point out a
single thing done there that he would
proceed to do differently.
avolding entangling alllances with for-
eign nations, but he does not specify
what nation if any we have allied our-
selves with Improperly. He says he
believes in the gold standard, but he
does not say whether his present views
are consistent or inconsistent with his
views in 1806 and 1900 when he voted
for Brysan.

It Is perfectly clear that If Judge Par-
ker has any definite knowledge or firm
convictions on any subject except the
| general proposition, on which he In-
vites =il to unite, that “a change of
men and measurss at this time would
be wise,” he keeps them strictly to him-
self. He talks ag a Judge talks on &
case that he may be calied upon some
time to try. He doesn’t want to may
anything that will embarrass him sub-
sequently or disquiet the litigant on
elther side. Perhaps he thinks that the
people will prefer & man of no canvie-
tlons to & & man of positive and avowed
convictions; and if he thinks that, he
is likely to find out that he bas made
& mistake. But perhaps the true so-
lution of the enigma wss offered by
Mr. Littleton, who nominated Parker
at Bt. Louls:

I¥ you ask me why be has boen allent, I
will tall you it W becauss he does not clalm
to be the master, Dut (s content to be ita
aervant. If you msk me why he has not
outlined w policy for (his eonvention, 1 will
iuuyaum:maum:hmmnpmm
should be dlctated, but that the soverelpnty
| of the party fa In the untrammeled Jodgmant
| and wisdom of its members. { you sak me
what his policy will be, 4f elected, I il

you that it will ba that policy which finds
wxpreesion in the platform of Mia PArtY.

We are all famillar with the type
of public man thus described by Mr.
Littleton. BSuch men naver have an
opinion on any subject untll their party
has declared on that subject. They put
party loyalty abgve personal convie-
tions. They do not care anything about
kold or silver, protection or free trade,
except as they are lssues thought de-
sirable by the party as votegetters;
then they are ready to et up and fight
for what the party deciares. It is the
limitation of these men that they never
rise to great heights of statesmanship
because they are not leaders but fol-
lowers. The man who is big enough to
be President has become identifisd with
certain principles which he puts forth
and adds to his party's equipment and
attitude. The servile follower 18 a yse-
ful man; but he will never be & Blaine
or & Cleveland or a McKinley or a
Roosevalt, "

Nothing could stamp Judge Parker
more indelibly with this Mmitation than

engaged in pulling and hsulin
sbout. He must go on the sty
then he must not goon
must go to New York or he must
away, Hhe must come out strongly for
Eold, or for free trade, or for anti-im-
perialism, or againet the trusts. He
must redbuke Hill, or send Taggart
away. He must speank out 8o and so on
this and thar and In general he must
do differently from what he 1s doing.
The obvious refiection this discordant
advice carrles upon the conduct of the
campaign It s needless 1o point out;
nor Is it requilste to remark again
upon the hopeless confusidn of the gen-
erals in the Democratie camp. The

| subtler and more momentous fact wa |

wieh to emphasize here is that Parker's
advisers have taken the measurs of
their man. They show |t by their
shrieking at him te do this or not to do
that. They est!mate him, and no doubt

He is for’

County rancher is & representative. The
time will come when soclety will pro-
tect itself from irresponsible parentage
both of the passive and the active type,
and in so doing will contribute to the
welfare of the race and specifically to
that of the community that must levy
& tax upon itself t¢ pay the piper that
thess creatures, besotted In sensuality,
dominated by brutality or in
lgnorance and indolence, mdy dance.
The doctrine of the survival of the fit-.
test shoula and eventuslly must ba
pushed against creatures of this mold
by means that can be depended upon
not oply to correct but to eliminate the
manitold evils that, In thelr case, follow
reproduction.

SQUEEZING OUT THE WATER,

The extrication of the Union Iron
Works, of San Franclsco, from the
wreckage of the Shipbullding Trust Is
another important move toward the re-
orgnnization of the plants on a business
basis, . Schwab, who was to & large
extent responsibie for the swamping of
these concerns, in the vast amount of
water with which be loaded down
their atocks, s taking an active In-
terest in the reorganization. Beginaing
with the Bethlehem Steel Company
about a month ago, he has since added
the Crescent yards, the Moore & Sons
yards and the Canda msanufacturing
plant at Ellzabethport, N. J: the Enst-
ern Bhipbuilding Company, at New
London, Conn,, and the Hyde Windlass
Company and Bath Iron Works, at
Bath, Me, and the Unlon Iron Works,
of San Francisco, which were bought
in yesterday. The only remeining big
plant to be disposed of is the Harlan &
Hollingsworth works, at Wimington,
Del. The latter plant will be sold on
the first week In October, and the work
of reorganization will then begin In
earmest.

All of the plants that have besn sold
have passed under the hammer at

prices far below the figurea at which
they were put Inlo the United States
Shipbuliding Company. This fact indi-
cates that the reorganization commit-
tee Is determined 1o squeezs snough
waler out to at least give the plants
an opportunity to earn fixed charges on
thelr actual worth. '"The -shipbuilding
combine made an effort to sell stock In
these plants on a widely inflated valua-
tion. The failure of the public to nibble
4t the balt was responsible for the re-
celverships which followed as soon as
it was demonstrated that there would
Le no dividends nor even flxed charges
on such an extravagant valuation as
had been placed on the property ab-
sorbed by the combine, The prices at
which these planis—some of them be-
ing the best In the United States—are
now going under the hammer ssem*to
be very reasonable, and If they are op-
erated economically and kept fres from
the malign Influence of stock Jobbery

{ they will undoubtediy resume the pay-

| ment of dividends,

r
|

the frenzied appeals made dally to him |
by his advisers. They are constantly '\
£ him | which alone
mp and | the trust t
the stump. He atand the 1
stay | show a p

|

correctly, as one who is to be guided |

by = double-lesnded editorial in the
morning paper. They got the gold-
brick telegram in this way, they got the
Mlilburn letter on the Phillppines, and
they feel mssured that they can move
him easily enough by merely pulling
the string. You can see very clearly
how seriously the Parker camp regards
its Jeader. Could you Imagine these
compisining Parker organs bellowing
and seolding in this way at Samuel J.
Tilden or Grover Cleveland?
—_—
IRRESPONSIBILITY YOEED WITH BRU-
TALITY.

The recent arrival at the recelving
home of the Boys' and Girly' Ald Boci-
ety In this oity of & family of five chil-
dren from Coos County and the recital
of their sad story revealed a tale of
parental eruvelty and neglect that is
shocking to the dullest s=nsibilities.
Motherlese by resson of the father's
systematic  Dbrutallty, JDeaten and
bruised because of thelr utter helpless.
ness, four lttle girls and one boy, the
latter and one of the former dulled in
intelligence through thelr father's cru-
| #ity, and all of them In utter Ignorance
of what Is taught In schools, these chil-
dren constitute an Indictment against
their father so serious that one could
elmost wish he had taken a short step
further in violenes to the end that he
| might have been visited as he deserves,
with the extreme penalty, Unfortu.
nately, the law does not take cognl-
zance of murder Inflicted by the alow
tortures that the mother of these chil-
dren endured until desth cane to ber
relief, and as & remult a eriminal of the
most merclisss type escapes just retri-
bution and indeed penalty of any kind
having #ven to be relleved for mercey's
| sake of the custody and support of his
children. This case further brings be-
fore the community in a striking man-
ner the broad, humane and beneficent
place that the Boyw' and Girls’ Ald So-
clety holds in the humanities and the
wise economles of the state.

Parental irresponsibliity of the pas-
sive, do-nothing type is exasperating
encugh, and bad enough. But when to
the neglect that follows this type, pro-
moting lgnorsnce, sbetting criminality
and burdening thrift, s added an active
brutality that would disgrace a sAavage,
and of which savages are not gullty
against their own, the sin of omission
becomes & crime of commission that
calls for the infliction of severe penalty
upon the human brute who, in becom-
ing a father, has Inflicted a curse upon
his offspring and placed a tax upon the
community as unjust as It is exasperat-
ing.

The man is not the enemy of the race,
but its friend, who would restrict par-
entage to men and women of sound
bodily arnd mental health, and to men
capable of making a lving for thelr
chlldren. It would be well Indeed were
race sulcide pushed to the Hmit by
means known to intelligent surgery in

extreme cases, of which this Cmud

whicth was inter-
rupted when they were overwhelmesd
with water. /

The greatesi asset of the reorganized
company, which will be known as the
Bethiehem Stes] & Shipbullding Com-
pany, is the Bethlehem Stes! Company
of all the properties put In
WO years ago was able to
nflation of values and stii]
rofit. It Is Mr, Schwab's in-
tention to make a strong effort to se-
cure Government contracts for war
vessels pnd armor-plate. This has basn
costing the Government about $400 per
ton, and it is stated that it can be pro-
duced for about one-half that sam.
The business at thes present time is
largely in the hands of ihe Unitsd
States Steel Company,
Bchwab was recently ousted and for
which he has no great feeling of love
or admiration. Mr. Schwab. and his
representatives, In bduying in these
plants at thelr true vaiue, are simply
tnking back some goods which the
stockbuying public refused to handle at
the pricez demanded.

The reorganization of the Puget
Bound salmon combine is a similar case,
and the effect In both Industries will
be beneficlul. It has taught the finan-
cial thimble-riggers that any enterprise
that is entitled to the confidence of the
business community must be conducted
on business principles, and with some
regard to Intrinsic values. Mr. Morgan,
with hie salmon combine organized on
& safe basis of actual values, wiil prob-

harbor in an Interesting article In the
Outlook. Fifteen miles of & boom of
heavy timbers, reinforced with & wire
cable, effectually protect the harbor
from torpedo attack, so that the wear
and tear upon the ships and men of
the blockading squadron has been
trifling. The time gained by Port Ar-
thur's defense has been of no avall to
the Russians, so far as sea power ls
conceruad. The Baltic fleet should have
been dispatched at any cost long ago.
Now It Is hardly a menace.

In the north the Russlan position is
not 8o strong as might reasonsbly be
expected after nearly slght months of
war. Kuropatkin has extricated his
ATmYy from the enveloplng movements
of the Japanese, and hes conducted his

foll their most carefully planned and
most daringly executad attacks He |s
now within measurable distanoce of
Hardin, the limit Russia has evidently
Set upon her “sdvance backwirds'
The retreat, however, must bs but the
preliminary to an offensive movement
in overwhelming force, if Russia is not

|
|
|

|

o admit hermelf beaten, and there Is
not the slightest sign that Kuropatkin
will be In a position to take the AR~
gressive for many months to coms,
even should he succeed In holding at
bay the oncoming Japanese. Yester-
day’s dispatches announce that Russia

{ Will send 200,000 additional men to the

front, together with 600 guns, under the

command of General Grippenberg. The |

Grand Duke Nicholas s to be com-
mander-in-chief, for the excellent rea-
@on that his ancestors set the example,
It may be that the Japanese respect for
ancestors in general will Influence them
to let the Grand Duke down easy.
This new army, St Petersburg an-
nounces, will be in the field within thres
months, ready to undertake a Winter
campalgn. Now the greatest number of
men that arrived dally in Harbin when
réinforcements were being poured in
there at the time Kuropatkin was fall-
Ing back on Haicheng was 1500, the
aversge belng much nearer 1000,
48 reporied by & reliable correspondent.
After making allowance for the com-
pietion of the rallroad around Lake
Balkal, it is evident that no #uch forca
as 200,000 men can be sent to Harbin

{ within three months, or possibly asix

|

And the Japanese, with the completion
of a light rallroad from Antang to Lisa
Yang, will be able to pour in men by
two lines of rail and by wagon road
from Yinkow. As the situation now ls,
the Japanese have the advantage, and
should an early capture of Port Arthur
relense the seasoned army In the Liso
Tung Peninsula, their advantage Is
likely to become so Ereat that Kuro-
patkin will be thoroughly defeated long

before Grippenberg appears with his
second army.

The demand for admisslions to the
Dolliver-Falrbanks raily at the Armory
Saturday evening Is greater than any
one could have Imagined, and it is cer-
tain that only a fraction of those desir-

| ing to attend can be accommodatead by
from whieh | the grent capacity of the buliding. This

Is a situation which reflacts credil upon
Chalrman Bakep's ingenulty in stirring
up int=rest, but bids fair to embarrass
him now by the plenteousness of the
harvest. He has therefore determined
10 reserve seats for those who have

ltm!n Invited from a distance, but 1o

Ably make money. Mr. Behwab, oper- |

&ting his fne shipyards on the same
Etrictly business lines that wewe fol.
lowed by the Cramps, the Union Iron
Works and others engaged in the busi-

| ness prior to the Morganizing era, will
| algo make money. The field is wide and

srowing wider, but it will never agaln
siretch 10 & point where the plants can
pay dividends on stock that holds 75

per cent of water,
—

BTATUS OF THE CAMPAIGN.
Deiny, delay and again delay, has

| been the feature of the Russian cam-

paign up to the present time, and will
aApparently contlnue to be 50 for an in-
dsfinite time to come. As Captain
Meahan points out in his review of the
war In the current number of the Na-
tional Review, It is the sparring of the
strongerbut unorganized power against
the weaker Dut ready. This Is the only
point Captain Mahan makes in twenty
pages of his peculiarly redundant writ-
Ing, and he holds that the retentlon of
Fort Arthur by the Russians was good
Strategy, ailthough frequently
demned as a mere piece of gallery play
and & weak concession to sentiment,

piny no faverites here al home in Port-
land and Multnomah County. This is
obviously the only course open ta him.
It would bean unthinkable discourtesy
to permit those coming by invitation
from the state at large to be crowded
out of the hall; but for Portiandera the
Just and falr rule is “first come, first
gerved.” This is also the method, as
We see from the Eastern papers, In
other cities where Senatora Fairbanks
and Dolliver appear. There 15 Ittle
doubt that this meeting will be the
Ereatest political raily in the history of
the state, and it would be imposnible
for any two bulldings In Portland to
hold the crowd that would ike to at-
tend. The Invitations exténded out of
town. as we understand it, are only to
membere of the state party organiza-
tion and officially due 1o be present.

The perfect control which the Epecu-
lative element has over the Chicago

| wheat market was agaln demonstrated

con- |

Port Arthur has held & large number of |

Japanese from alding Ovama, to whom
they would be immensely useful. It
has kept Togo's fleet employad, al-
though the only gain accruing there-
from has been the release of the Viadi-

vostok squadron, of which the ralds |

can have no effect beyond Iirritating
the enemy. Kuropatkin has followed
out the policy of delay. Kliullenchen
was fought to gain time. The incessant
silrmishes ond . minor engagements
that culminated around Liao Yang
were fought with the same end
in view. The QRBusslan eommander
might have sung, in the words of the

yesterday, when, In the face of a
stronger foreign market and generally
bullish statistics, there was a decline of
#% cents per bushsl. “World's Ship-
ments" were smaller than for the wesk
previous, *“Quantiiies on Passage"
showed a decrense of 1,280,000 bushels,
the “American Visibls” showsd a
smaller Increase than for the sams
week last year, the French markets
wera firmer and English markets high-
er, and yet the market slumped. The
violent fluctuntions of the past manth
show quite plainly that the market is
not in the hands of “pikers.” Fractional
advances or declines In a day are no
longer noticeable, but there must be a
move of from one to four cents per
bushel In order properly to trim the
lambs who wander among the buils and
bears, who are just now enjoying rich
picking on the Chicago Board of Trade,
A three-cent move generally shakes out
the unfortunate nonprofessionsls, and
accordingly a reaction 8 due today.
Meanwhile men with the actual wheat
for sale might do worse than to acoept

| present high prices.

old windjammer chantey, “Oh, give us |

tims to biow the man down."

At this stage of the campaign the
general situation becomes of interest,
as showing the results of the two op-
posing policles. Port Arthur s still
in Russian bhands and stdil shelters the
undestroyed vessels of the Russian
fiset, although the fall of the fortress
must be regarded as inevitable. Tha
Iatest advices indicate that the Japan-
ese are slowly advancing, taking fort
by fort, and that they are now in a
position to cut off the garrison’s supply
of water. The importance of this power
is evident, when reports regarding a

shortzge of coal are borme in mind.
With a diminution In the cutput of the
condensers, upon which Port Arthur is
sald to rely mainly, the garrison may
bz brought face to fmce with tha irre-
elstible enemy of thirst. Even should

———————

The passing of Senator Hoar, which
feems near at hand, or may, Indeed
be sald to be progressing gently from
day-to day, is not likely to be marksd
by any strenuous protest of mortality
Bgainst the decree of Nature. Having
finished his life work, the aged man has
wrapped the drapery of his couch about
him &nd lain down to pleasant dreams,
from which he is not lkely again to
awaken In this world, at least. An
ideal passing, truly, uniess its move-
meént Is too slow and the lingering of
the traveler on.the last stage of his
journey becomes pathetic.

If, as stated, the water supply of Port
Arthur has been cut off, the crucial
point in iis Investment has been
reached, and the stronghold will fall
into the hands of the beslegers without
further heavy fighting. Russian Gen-
erals will hardiy attempt to keep up a
fight without an element essential to
the life of man under any and all cir-
cumstances.

retreat northward skilifully enough to |

body knows where Captaln Carver got the
word or whather he invented It. Arch-
bishop Blanchet had an ingenious theory
that it came from the Spaniah orejon,
meaning big ear—because the Indians of
the reglon were so blesaed. But our com-
piler Interposes the historical objection
that in 198, when Carver was out there,
Spaniards hed never seen those Indlans

ciuse of wild marjoram
found mlong the coast, iz quickly dis-
pelled in the light of the fact that the
name Oregon had appeared in print befors
the SBpaniards had set foot on the coast.™

Mr. Harvey W. Scott, editor of the Port-
iand Oregonian. believes that the name
mighbt have been ieft mysterious and im-
potent in Captain Carver's book, had pot

read the narrative, taken 8 fancy to the

pretty word and embalmed it im his

“Thanatopsis™ In the lines

In the comtinuous woods

Whare rolls the Oregon, and hears no acund

Eave hls own deskinga.

The region that evidently appealed so
sirongly to Bryant has evoked many &
poetie fancy =ince his day. T!n-r_e_ are,
for Inetance, In the October Metropolitan
rome stanzas by Helen Hay
daughter of John Hay.

A SONG OF THE ORBEGON TRAIL.

How long the tzafi’! How far the goal!
Last year the moons might come and go
Like dancing shadows on the snow;

My heart was light, my hesrt was strong,

T eared not If the way be long;
But now—the end W you—my soul:
1 fear the dark, ! fear ths dread

White frest that hovers round my

The ¢old high sun, and wide spart

Frozen mill pitiless stars above

So far, so far from my troe love,
Anfl, ah! [ tear, [ fsar the dead!

1 fear thelr fingers, grasping. pale—
I did not feur the dead Inst year!
But now!—ths kimsses of my dear,
The breast of her, so kind and warm—
Ab, Heart! 1 muost not coms to barm.

How far the goal! How ljong ths trall!

heart

ARMY OFFICERS AND MARRIAGE,

Brookiyn Eagle.
The suggestion of General Corbin that

they have obtalned permission from the

Becretary of War s not lisble to mest |
with wholesale approval. The General

Ingista that the pay of a junior officer Is
| not sufficlent to admit of his meeting his
ordinary expenses of equipment and uni-
form plue those entalled by the poases-
slon of a wife, and, possibly, the pos-
sesnfon of 2 family. Well, the United
States Army has done pretty well so far
by leaving officers of all grades to judge
for themselves when matrimony Is pos-
slhle without too severely taxing thelr
Incomes. We pay our junior officers bat-
| ter than oMcers of corresponding rank are
pald In any other army in the world.
Bealde, the American subaitern, even
though he be married, can live within
his pay in any regiment, no matter whera
| 1t may be stationed, which Is mdre than
| van be claimed for the subaiterns In Eng-
lish, Freanch or German regiments.
example an officer In any one of
crack English regiments s compelled,
| when stationed In London, to spend any-
where from §000 to 515000 of our
money to meet the expenses of his mess
| and his taflor and to maintaln the con-
tributions_to the entlsrtalnment fund that
are expected of him. No such strain ls
put upon the American officer, and he has
allowances over and above his salary
that make It quite possible for him to
marry, provided he be willing to [lva ago-
nomically, What Genera! Corbin says
about ofMicers not belng allowed to marry
uniess they swear they are freo of debt
| I8 also annecessary advice. Offlcers who
| multiply thelr financial obligations by
taking wives will eventunlly eliminate
themselves from the Army. When they
| ind they cannot support familles and
creditors on thelr pay they will resign and
s«ek more profitable employment in other
flelde. In any case there are safeguards
enough in the Army to prevent demorail-

Far
the

zation of the service through the unro—|

stricted marriage of officers. Extremes
of paternalism Iin Army administration
can never be made agreeables to Ameri-
cans. In some matters Government will
do well to jet well enough alone

DUNBAR, POET, DYING.

Has Consumption and Cannot Live
Longer Than a Month.

DAYTON, O. Sept 20—Paul Law-
| rence Dunbar, the Afro-American poet,
is eritically i1 of consumption at the
home of his mother in this city. The
| doctors say he probably wiil not live
longer than x month. On May § he con-
tracted pneumonia while in New York,

land It daveloped Into tubercuilar
trouble.
| Dunbar has written a number of

poems that bear on death, but perhaps
his best effort in this respect is his fa-
millar "Death Song,” which is as fol-
lown:
Lay me down beneaf de willers in de grasm,
Whak de branch’ll po a-singin® as It pass

An' w'etn I's a-layin Jow,

I kin hyeah It an it gO
Blngin', “"Blsep, my honey, tek 30" res’ at ine **

Lay me nigh to whah =it meks a little pool,

An’ de watah stan’'s so quiet lak an' cool
Whah de llitle birde in Spring

| Ust 1o come an' drink an' sing.

An' the chillen waded on dey way to school

Nigh encugh to hyeah de nolses lo d¢ Toad;

Fu' 1 t'ink de 1a¥ long e’

Gwine to sootha my asperrit bes'
Ef I's layin' "moag de Lhings I'e allus knowed

Dunbar was born at Dayton, on June

27, 1872, He was educated In the public
and high schools. He publizshed his first
volume when he wos turned 20, and
since then has brought
number of books and contributed freely
to the magarines. In 1897 Dunbar ra-
moved te Wushington to take a posi-
tlon in the CongressionAl Library, His
verses and prose works have been high-
ly eommended by many of the leading
critics of the ocountry.

The Modernization of Japan.
Thomas R, Tharrs.
The Japplsh merchant goes
No more In kimonos
TUxnto his ofMice heaps of gold to sa
Hes suils befors his desk
And won't lcok plcturesgue
Desplte the walls of peor Lafcadio Hearn.

The Jap chauffeur breaks laws
In auto-mo-rickshaws,
And pays his fine In dellars, not in ven,
Whils Sousa's "Stripes and Siare"
Is heard on soft gultars,
And "Sammy’” sounds

In Tokio, if you please,
They don't use stickeranses—
"Tis diMeult 1o buy ome—=If you 8o
*Tis ten to one the biada
In Birmingham waa mads,
And then exported for the llkas of you

.

upon the samisen.

And geishas up to date
Can all nagotiste
The newest Ercadway stunts—and, by the
Way.
My correspogdent writes
They're golug to dance In tights—

Ob, where's the falr Japan of yesterday?

Willlam Cullen Bryant, who must have |

Whitney,

Army officers be forbldden to marry until |

i America’s Stock of Gold.

Let me settie w'en my shouldahs drups dey load |

A NEGRO BANKER SPEAKS,

Brooklyn Bagle.

Ona of the most interesting Incidents of
the Bankers' Convention just closed in this
city, was the Impromptu speech of John
Mitchell, Jr., president of the Mechanics
Savings Bank. of Richmond, Va. It is
somewhat of a surprise (o psopie not in-
timately famillar with the progress of

Bouthern negroes in business that thers
Is such a bank, but Mr. AMitchell stated
that thers wers ten negro banks, with a
capital of 2,000 and deposlts of $300,000
He ndded that'he came to the econvention
on the advica of hin whits friends at
home and that he would not have come
otherwise. Of course, he spoke of the
condition of his race In the Bouth and be
bore eloquent testimony to the value of
the doctrine of work and competence
which Booker Washington has preached
to his peopla so long and so fervidly.
These sentences throw lght on the path
of progress for that race which Mr. Wash-
ington and Mr. Mitchell represent:

The colored man is respected Just in pro.
portion as he respects himse!f That = =
i the South. as It s elsex=here. We have
found that the way for ws (o reseh L
| and respect I through fAnance. Nowhere in
| the domaln of businoss have found the
white man other than realy to help us up-
ward. Therefore 1 expected & welcome when
I come bere among you

The negro loafera are the only binek to
our advance. We'd like o run them out, 1o
throw them into (he trash heap. Thers Is
fight between ths Intelligent white man and
the Intelligent negro.

When you hear a white man get up here
and talk about the negro with & futurs
solve, he means the loafing negro. Ha don't
mean the negro of our kind. We are fumt
| 88 much agalust the other kind o he W, I
wani you to know that, sir.

The promise of progress for the negro
in this speech was reinforced by the en-
thusiastic walcome extended to the speak-
er, In which the Southern bankers wera
| prominent. Colonel Robert I. Lowry, a
leading citizen of Atlanta, sald:
| T am delighted to bear from my Southern
brother. There Ia no fight. no hostility, be-
twern his class and my race In Gesrgla—or
| anywhere elae. I am giad Lo bhear this genm-
| Usman from Viegitls. I am a Southern man
| bred and born. but [ love ons part of this
|ouum.-r as well as ansther. The gentieman
s right in what Be says

While the success of Southern negroes
like this bank president and Booker
Weshington shows the possibilities and
|the way out, the race problem is stlll a
long way from solution. The class whom
Mr. Mitchell calisx “‘negro loafers'™ is stil]
& large majority. The minority of ignor-
ant white |s also large and the posai-
billties of race frictlon and violence be-
tween those elements are constuntly be-
ing realized. The number of men on both
sides of the line, who, like Colonel Lowry
and Mitchell, can meet on a common
ground of achievement and capacity 1=
smail. But the fact that when the negro
demonstrates his caprcity the Southern
whites give him a frea field for its exer-
cise, maintains the open door to progress
| & thousand times more efectually than
political action can ever do.

o

MISDIRECTED DRAMATIC CRUSADE

New York Press

Our dramatic gods promise a play that
will permit nobody to go out batween
the mcts and yei soe It. This will be done
by having no "between-the-aels,” only a
quick full and rise of curtaln. Presum-
ably the invention comes from = mind
which beholds In the custom of leaving
the seats at the Intermissions the worst
evil of the theater, It la a sad fallacy.
There are some plays it would be cruel
to forre one to sit out. In such cases the
golng ocut and coming back betlween acts
5 & compromise beiween not geing out
at all and golng out but never coming
back. The play at which the sxperiment
ls Arst tried would better be a certain
success or tha reform movement will
come to grief at the outset,

Perhaps the golng-out-and-coming-back
fashipn at the theater derives most of its
unpopularity not from the essentlal evil
of it, but from the Incidental grievance
it ccoaslons, 11, like In some of the most
modern theaters, thersa were room enough
between seats to et the restiess ones
emerge and enter without using neigh-
| bors as carpets, the despised criminal who

dares- to escape from hls evening's im-

prisonment would not be the ohiact of

genernal seorn. There s too much of the
odjum on the patron and none an the real
author of the nulsance—the architect who
tries to put thres rows of sents where one
ought to be

Yet why fight such a windmill when
| there are real foes of theater-comfort
abroad? Before punishing the already
downtrodden man who peeka momentary
rellef from superheated anditorlums or
& depressing play, or both, why not alm
for bigger and better game? Squelch the
spaculator and expose the manager who
secretly divides his Joot with him. Ba-
labor the practice of taking a dozen cur-
| tein ecalls, for advertising eoffect, at the
expense of a disgusted sudience, which
often does not want a single ancore, Ex-
pel the boor in the next sea whose jnb-
ber spofls what good there ia In the en-
tertnlament. Discourags the practice of
pushleg & play on the public that is
writien around a title or a “comle opera”

whose chie! nsaeis are a brigand., a
“song-hit" and a press agent. Beourge
the Impresarfc who hires a gallery

chorus to whiatle a bad musical comedy
Inte popularity on the strength of a
“eoon'” song that presently the hand-
organs shall play to death—but oh! to
such a long and lngering death!

Kill all these nulsances before you
hound from the theater the poor wretch
who alinks miseradbly out between the
acts on hism hands and knees amid jeers
and smolheéred swear-words for s mo-
ment’s surcease from the sorrows of tha
modern theatergoer,

Chilcage Tribune.

Ellis H. Roberts, Treasursr of the
United States, sayz the world's stock of
gold Is approximately $5,500,000,060, of
which this country holds $1.742,000,000,
which Is over one-fifth. Of the Ameri-
can gold the Treassury holds $700,000.-
000

These figures seem more impreasive
when one looks back tu 1396, The
world’s stock of gold then was roughly
estimated nt $4,250,000000, of which

the United States held 3559,000,000, he-
Ing a little less than one-seventh. Ab-
soluteiy and relatively the gold hold-

Ings of this c¢country have increased
greatly in elght years. In the Summer
| of 1596 theres was in the Treasury $150.-
008,000 In gold, or n little more than

oit a large |

' one-fifth of the present stock

|

P

I

It is not to be wondered at, with the

Treagury and the banks overflowing
with the yellow metal, that oceasional
shipments 1o Europe, which would have

excited alarm eight or nine y=urs ngo,
pass unnoticed mnow. The shipments
would have to ba large and continuous
to attract stlention In any quarter. As
the gold production of thi® country i
$80.000,000 a year out of a total for the
world of about IOMMNG It can ex-
port considerably more than it imports,
and yet be adding steadily to its stoclk

The prediclions of 1896 that If the
United States stuck to the aingle goid
standard )t could not get enough of
that metal to do business with because

of the world's struggle for It sound |

ridicuious now. when it holdws $1.342,- |
000,000, or more than 31§ per caplta. |

Electricity.
Washington Star
More wondrous than Aladdin's slave
Who searched the mysteries of the earth,
And all its falrest treasures gave |

To gratify his boylsh mirth— |

Ar subtle as the rainbow's gleam,

Yot mighty =s an earthquake's throe;
Birangs as the wizard's fondest dream,
Most generous friend, most wicked foe—

Man's gonius brings you to his feet -
And bendas your service to bis =11,
Bach night you blage across the sireet

To advertise & patest pill

-——

no |

NOTE AND COMMENT,
Russia has lots of_.m-: but lacks a man.

Parker's leiter in four words: Keap
the country bottied.

We hava no Vesuvius to spout over
here, but we have campalgn orators.

Sherlock Holmes might drop around
and try his hand on the Breuer murder
case,

Bo Portland's park system s “meve
unique’ than any other In America. Oh,
Mr. Curtis!

I Port Arthur's water supply (& out
IOR the garrison will have to drink thelrs
| without chasers.

!

Speaking of filsh stories., what a time
|Jonuh must have had trying to get any-
one to believe him.

Better hurry up the peace conference
before the rest of the powers ars drawn
| into the Orfental scrap.

Henry Gassaway Davis, we learn, pro-
nounces his middie name Gozsway. Later
| he will pronounce it Dennils,

Great Britain probably regards the in-
demnity from Thibet as a good-willi of-
fering from the spanked to the spanker.

One good thing about a crown made of
lron: King Peter doesn’'t wake up every
moming with a start, thinking someons
has swiped it

War news lately has been something
like the training reporis In the racing
papsrs—“Kuropatkin went two miles at
half-spead this moming.” and so forth.

| The party of alx that is reportsd to
bave taken 6000 trout out of Beaver Creek
in three weeks must contain some good
| Specimens of what an Eastern magaszine
| calls “game hogse ™

Huropatkin, emulating the amall boy
who stands In front of a window and ds-
| fles his opponent to hit him with a brick,

might camp on the sacred tombs at Muk-
| den and defy the Japs to shoot.

One of the moat charmingly alliterative
names we have heard of for some time In
“Roughhouse Ruth,” which iz borms with
blushing modesty by a San Francisco sirl
in honor of her pugilistic abilities.

It was certainly a shame for Policeman
Taylor to hold up the two highwaymen
befors they held up him. He should re-
| member how Jupan was criticlsed for
| doing much the same thing last February,

A novel kind of music hag been discoy-
ered In Wisconsin. The Antige (Wis)
News Is credited with this item:

Mis Mauds Aucutt gave s Jimner to & mum-
fhpr of her young friends om Monday evening
After partaking of the good things the avening

was spant In soclal chat and voeal Inatru.
| mental music.

i Talk about tough luck! What could
beat this? “While Dade Peters was sat-
Ing & sandwich Saturdar,” says the Peas
Dee (Mo.) Patriot. *he bit his tongue
| badly. But what made Dade madder was
to' have a cur dog come ajong and eat
the sandwich which he had dropped.™

Two men wers recently sentonced to

imprisonment In Durban for defrauding
Zulus. The fakerm told the gulleless na-
tlves that they (the natives) had snakes
In thelr stomachs and ants In thelr heads.
and obtalned monoy on promising to rid
| the sufferers of their internal guests. It
shoulfd not be concinded from this thas
the Zulu is a blgger fool than the Amer-
| jean. Portland's street corners prove the
opposite,

A pitiful story from Kansas, At Cos
oY a young woman went to the postoffice,
wearing a new hat, the pride of her lite
Getting a letter, she stooped over the
counter to read it and her hat came into
contact with a clgar-lighter and began to
hiaze. A pallent Kansaa youth snatched
the burning hat from the girl's head and
stamped on It In the mud to put out the
flames. Naturally this treatment “did
for” the hat, and the falr owner now
refuses to speak to the chivalrously dis-
posed young man who ruined it

A small boy entered an office in New
York the other day wvery early in the
morning, when the merchant was read
Ing the paper. The latter glanced up and
went on reading., says the Kansas Clty
Btar. After three minutes the boy maid:
“Excuse me, but I'm in & hurry.” *“*“What
do you want?' he was asked. “A job.''
| “¥You do? Wel.,"” snorted the man of
businass, “why are you io such & hurry ™
“Got to hurry."” replisd the boy. “Left
school yesterday to go (0 work, and
haven't satruck anything yet. [ can't
woste tlme. If you'va got nothing for
me, say so, &nd I'll look alsewhere.'
‘“When cean you coma?' aaked the sur-
| prised merchant. “Don’t have Lo come,”™
he was told. “T'm hers now, and wonkd
have been to work before this if vou'd
sald m0.”

WEX. J.

OUT OF THE GINGER JAR.

“Didn’t tha new play go off all right, dear

| Bay ™™ 0o off! Why, cert'nly. Dead off.™
—§Fhiladelphia Bulletin,

Firat Scorcher (speaking of mp!?r pasaing
motorayelintb=—{ull that sxercles Becond

Brorcher—Neo, 1 call it sitting o & draught. —

Funch

“E smw Henpeck today and be msaid he was
ro homesick. ' “"Why, ke's at home, len't he T
"Yes, that's what bhe meant. —Philadelphla
Presm,

The Girl—I gave the horse & ploce of sugar,
and he put hia noee up ta my face to kias me

What 4o you think of that?

The Man—I think

that’'s horee sanee. —Yonkers Statesman,

Tramp—Yemor, bosx, &t onne time [ had &
| big follawing, Boss—How's that? Tramp—
I uster [ead the P Fang at Jolles
Prison —Chicage Jou

Stubbe— After all ng at elay pig-
eonam lsn't s excd E At live ones
Twint—Na, thrre's fe fun ahooting st things
that can't frel !t when they are hit.—Boston
Transcripl.

problem with me ™~
‘how o kKeep 'he
d an the siepa and
peeches When you

Froe Press
-{iracious me! How drendfuily the
does howl tonight* He—Ten; It prob-
has the [sgthache Fhe—The tooih
He—TYeou Have you never heard of
eeth: of the gale?—L: m Snap Ehots
] am fillled with amazem " mald the gosd
demncen am he met s oeizhbor walking un-
steadily boma, ““Bet 3o the drinks Jou aln"t
nslf s full's I am, an' | aln't had nothing
but old rye,”" was the genia! reply.—Clncin-

natl Commercial-Tribune

We have Been asked if marsiage b= & faflure
Wa have ot found it #o. We don’t know what

our better half thinks Dur opinion
tha: oniy when a man marriesa & sealskin wo.
man on a coonekim-inrome does La find mar-
riage a fajllure —Hardemun Free Presa

“HMra. Guachley remarited 1o me that |t must

ba plessant to bha married to & clever man®
| sadd Proudiy's wife., “And what ¢id you say ™"
ueried Proodly. 1 told her, of courss, that §

1 know: that I only been married
once. " —Philsdelphia ¢ Brandard

M. Upmorse—How | ur experiment of llv-
ing In the country riceeding? Mm. Hyems—It

on't n0 Bad mm you might sxpect. It costs us
more, of course, to have our butter and fresh
vegetables Brought out 6 us from the city,
but we don’t have to entertain nearly as much
company. —&uwwitiah American



