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ANOTHER BACEWARD STEP?

The political contest of the Presiden-
tial year i& now falrly begum. It will
be the lesding toplc during the mext
saventy days. Between a party that
has distinet purposes and a party that
bas none the people of the United States
&re to make cholce.

One party stands for well-defined pol-
icles and for distinct purposes. The
other party has no policy except that
of negation, ohjection, ebstruction and
opposition,

The party of positive action stands on
its history of fifty years, and points to
that history with the assuranes of con-
viotion and achlevement. The party of
negation or objectinn contents itself
with effort to mass opposition of ail
kinds and from all directions on points
and incidents in the general policy of
the party of affirmation eand of action—
withott committing itself to any poli-
cles or purposes of its own.

In other waords, the Democratic-ap-
peal §8 to protectionlsts and to anti-
profectionists: to gold-standard men
and free-silver men; to sociallsts and to
anti-socialists; to =sans-culottlsm and to
plutocracy; to Imperialists and to anti-
imperialists; to those whe would retain
our inland possessions and to those who
would abandon them. A party In
power, most of the time, for fifty years,
as the Republican party has been, must
bave a policy, with & general trend or
tendency. Now nothing is so easy as
to assall such policy on minor points
or consequences, and If one line of ob-
Jection seams unavailable another may
be taken. To pick flaws, to make faec-
titlous objaction, is the method of such
& party, the prerogative It assumes and
iis stock in trade. At the same Ume it
is careful not to assert itself In oppo-
sitlon on any point or policy of real
importance.

Protectionists are nssured that the
Democratic party would not injure
them; for the “legitimate” interests and
industries of the couniry have always
been the object of the extreme golici-
tnde of the Democratic party. They
who heve had to fight during many
Yyears past for the monetary standard
as for thelr lives are toid that-the party
which forced this fight on them and
continued it through so long a perlod
should not therefore be distrusted—
since its present candidste, under com-
pulsion and in distress, threw out the
flag of surrender and said that he con-
Eidered the gold standard “jrrevocably
established.”

Many, many thing= have been irrevo-
cably established In this country,
aguinst the protest and over the opposi-
tion of the Democratic party, without
restoring that party to favory—such as
the abolition of slavery, security for the
Natlonal debt against greenback repu-
distion, sovereignty over Hawail, Porto
Rico and the Philippine Islands, acqul-
&ltion of territoriai rights for the Pan-
ams Canul No measure of National
importance, from the check given to the
apread of slavery in 1864 to the final es-
tablishment of the gold standard in our
own recent day, that has not been
uchleved—"irrevocably  established™—
through successive defeats of the Dem-
ocratic party. It seems, then, that the
country must continue ita policy of re-
Jecting the Democratic party, In order
10 get necessarcy things “irrevocably es-
ablished.”

After all the mstter comes 0 8 very
simple issue. Judged from the history
and experiencs of fifty years, the suc-
cess of which of these parties would be
most condocive to the welfsre and

have entered and “making the old Pa-
cific Ocean an American sea!™
And In general as a National policy,

turn ¥ backward, We think the coun-

try, on consideration, will not allow an-

othier backward step now.
e

HIGNS OF DISINTEGRATION.

1t is practically impossible for any
considerable activity to be manifested
in Judge Parker's interests by one set
of his followers without rousing anotber
set to fury. The deepest schism of all—
that between the Cleveland or gold
wing end the Bryan or popullstic wing
—has been miraculousiy kept in abey-
ance; but the difficulty now is gquite as
irreconclinble and springs out of an-
tagonistic types of human character. It
is going to be almost as difficuit for
the mugwump doctrinaires of the Dem-
ocratic party to get along amlcably
with fts unprincipled practical politi-
clans &8 It was in 1806 for gold-stand-
ard men to mix with silver Junatics,

It is not strange that Judge Parker's
managers should have enlisted In his
support in committees and on the stump
theexperienced and able politiclans that
were found handy, These worthies con-
tributed to his nomination, and they
cannot remain 4dle In thelr tent while
thebattiels on. It would not do for them
to court the susplelion of being luke-
werm or treacherous. One such is D,
B. Hilll, on the stump now; another is
Patrick McCayren, who has just cleaned
up all Brogkiyn at the primaries, Thess
men are doing the best they can, but
the more they do the wilder grows the
rage of the Democratic newspapers,
For example:

Kew York World: Thars are of B
rovival of David B, Hill's incurably baneful
apirit in the party management, His coarse
desuncistion of President Roosevell ss "a
fraud™ was & most inauspicions opening of
the siste paign.  in opposing the nomi-
nation of Jodge Cullen for the wvacancy In
the Court of Appeals caused by Judge
Parker's resignation, Mr HIU Invites & re-
vival of the incidents of his sttempt to alter
the resgit of an clection through a theft of
the returns. . . . Another sign of the
eame sort of Blind atupléity s the talk of
re tontd At hfiald, the beaten candi-
date of 1000, for Governor., No man koown
as Hill's man, or any boss® man, or s notori-
otis agent of the corporations, can be clected
Governor this yoar. Not even Judge Farker
could pull bim through. . . . Thess &re
matters that will affeqt deeply snd disas-
trounly, If wrongly decided, the Democratic
Dprospect of carrying Lhe state,

New York Evening Post: “Has touched
nothing that he did not befoal,” should be
the epltaph of David B, Hill. There may
be communities where HII! will be ussful
en the stump, but we doubt whether there
Is a place in New York State whers his
publie sppesrasce will not meke votes for
Hoopevell - The fatal defeet In HIN
a5 & campalgn orator s his lack of polftical
principle. He has been the jeader in wo
many dlsreputable forays that pothing which
he can say or do will retrieva his reputa-
tion. In the West one of the comman forma
of attack upon Judge Parker fn the accusa-
tipfi that be4s & friend and admirer of FIIL
The more completely, thersfore, that MUl in
kezpt In the background., the bstter for the
Democratic tickat. for It has been shown
more than ence that Hill's curse, like Ba-
lanm’'s, Iy tursad ioto a blessing,

Although this bitter talk about Hill
was rifs a week ago, here he is going
about making votes for Rooseveit by
this same policy of abuse. Hls reckless
charge that Willlam Allen White's re-
cent article was dictated or Inspired at
the White House I8 now got aside by a
positive statement to the contrary from
Mr. White himself. These operations of
Hill are very dangerous to the Parker
cause. They are already bearing fruit
of dlscontent In the Democratic ranks.
They are llkely to bring forth more
serious consequences in November.

e —

WOMAN'S WORK IN THE FAIR.

Washington County women hava re-
newed thelr efforts In behalf of the
Lewis and Clark Fair. Rival clubs, if
they may be so called, bhave been
united, the work has been placed on a
systematic basis, and, as already out-
lined, promises to be of distinot advan-
tage when the sum of the great exhibit
comes o be made up. Especlally com-
mendable-and in direct lina with wom-
&n's experience and ability is the work
of civic improvement that has been
planned, The purpose aanounced In
this line is to have all the county towns
present a clean and attractive appear-
ance to visitors. Washington County
has its share of prelty sylvan town-
sites and thrifty townspeople. This is
sald without disparagement of the
farming sections of the county and Its
energetic farmers, and without insti-
tuting invidious comparisons between
that and other sections of the stats,
But the women of that county, and es-
pecially, as it appears, of the beautirul
ploneer university town of Fuorest
Grove, and of Hllisboro, the county
FeRl, seom, s0 far as receatly reported,
to be more active at present than those
of most other seotions In the work of
the Lewle and Clark Centennlal Fair.
Hence this specification, which is mere-
Iy & text or prelude to what may be
sald of woman's place in this great
work.

Bome months ago, when the Lewls
and Clark Fair 1dea was yet! young and
its scope and pian had not been settled
upan, an effort was made to defilne the
place of woman in this work and to
organize women who were willing to
undertake the work imto clubs having
clearly defined objects and methods.
Unfortunately, some differences, mainly
of o Personal nature, arose between
leaders in regard to precedence, author-
ity, etc., and the effort so promisingly
begun suddenly and almost entirely
ceased. This was regretted, but at the
same time It was felt that if thepe dif-
ferences had to come, they came at a
fortunate stage of the work, which, be-
Ing early and scarcely as yet even
formative, gave ample time for adjust-
ment of differences and readjustment
of plans for active, systematie en-
deavor.

It has been earnestly and plausibly
held that the co-operation and Indeed
the initintivé of woman's intelligent
thought and abounding energies is in-
valuable in work of this kind; that in
order to place this at the best advan-
tage and secure therefrom the best re-
sults sultadble and competent women
should be placed upon the general
board of management to the extent,
perhaps, of one-third of 1ts membership,
In this way the best work of the most
competent and active women could be
secured both in “initiative and referen-
dum.” without the ever-present possi-
billty of a ciash in authority that the
regulation “woman's board™ seems to
fnvite. If a mistake was made in this
matter, it is probably too late to correct
it now. If not too late, It would be well
to correct it, and thus get rid of the
“lady manager” feature,K that has
proved a source of more or less annoy-
ance In at least some other great fairs.

It 1s clear that to be fully successful
In some of the departments of the Lewls
and Clark Falr woman's endeavor,
woman's ingenulfty, woman's taste and
woman's pérsonal supervision will be
necessary. If this is not advisable in
connection with the general governing
bodly, it 'will be Invoked in other ways.
Whether the aotive effort of women is

to be secured by, pne means or another, |

S

air of the South End's more jofty and
forbldding style of architecturs, for
happiness should be more at home in a
one-story shack than In a sione or ce-
ment structure. of the conslderabie
helght affected by the South End lodg-
ing-house. Whatever the cause, let it
pass. It Is not important.

On the peripbery of this region of
despalr stands the late abode of Mr.
George Smith, whose body lles at the
morgue, the victim of disappolinted af-
fection, and qlso stands the saloon of
Mrs. Marle Hammerlinck, whose un-
sympathetic breast drove the unhappy
Smith to his doom. Now sulclde for
rejectad love js not uncommon enough
to call for special notice; bhut this one
has pscullar if not unprecedented trag-
edy; for it appears that the grounds
upon which Mrs. Hammerlinck based
her unrelenting refusal grew altogether
out of her admirer's too falthful adher-
ence Lo the labors and pleasures of the
flowing bowl

Is It right for a saloonkeeper, mala
or female, to visit displeasure upon the
vigorous consumption of the wares by
which the saloon thrives? If ft is de-
sirable and preiseworthy In a man to
spend a molety of his week's or month's
wages guxzling at the bar, is it not
more desirable and pralseworthy In pro-
pertion for bim to spend haif of it there
or even all? It must impresa the can-
did observer as unjust that Mrs Ham-
merlinck should send Smith off about
his business merely because he was so
very diligent in the consumption of her
own line of merchandise, and it is a
particularly bitter fate that all the
while Smith was guszling at Mra
Hammerlinck's bar he was forging the
c¢haln that was to bind him to Inconso-
late despair; or as the poet has fittingly
put it:

En the struck eagie strotched upon the plain,
No more through soaring clouds to scar again,
Viewed Ris own feather on the fatal dart,

That wingsd the shaft that gquiversd in his

hoart;

Though keen his pangs, yot keeper far to
feed,

He'd nursed tha pialon that Impelled the
Etoel

The saloonkszeper who objects to a
man for drinking too heavily is capa-
bie of that other shocking offense, the
ingistence upon total abstinence in bar-
tenders while on duty. .

—————————

UEE ¥E. BEAUTY.
Hern the wild Indlant took bis delixhi.
Fisht, At asd bled,
Kow most of the Inhabitanis s white,
Wi mary red.
—Paet of Canemah.

The state, on commercial and fndus-
trial thoughts intent, mome time ago
nuthorized the construction of fish lad.
ders at the falls of the Willamette
whereby the festive salmon might, with
ease and safety, reach sectire spawning
grounds in the upper sources of the
river. Foliowing out the idea, twelve
poois have been formed by binsting in
the solld rock, forming, as it were, steps
in the fish ladder, whereby the truly
heroic leap of the saimon, which con-
stituted one of the wonders of plonear
days, will be reduced to a schoolboy
jump of three feet. Thus assisted and
protected by a law that prohibits the
taking of fish within 800 feet of the new
ladder, it may reasomably be expectad
that large numbers of salmon will reach
in safety the spawning grounds of the
Moialln, Santiam and McKenzie, and
assist materially, and strictly In ac-
cordance with Nature and instinct, the
hatcheries of the Clackamas to keep
the salmon supply up to the growing
demand of commeroa.

The wild beauty of Willamette Falla
has been destroyed by the harness that
civilleation has placed upon its back,
and one of its most romantic features,
as witnessed in former years by the
persistent cfforts of salmon to jump the
falls, on the brink of which Indlans
awaited them with réady speaps, has
now In its turn passed away, thus com-
pleting the triumph of use over ths
simplicity of Nature.

The Indian got all the fish he needed
in the old way, and enough eluded hils
keen-eyed vigllance to keep up the sup-
ply. But the great maw of commerce
opened and the scene changed, The
supply of saimon -will be kept up, but
the old conditions of Nature have van-
ished, and Willamette Falls, as known
to the courtly chlef factor of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, to Joe Meek, to
Governor Abernethy and to others of
their era, belong to the early records
of the country *“where flows the Ore-
‘onnii

An obscure pamphiet of limited eir-
culation and still more limited standing
in the trade it pretends to serve is out
with a statement that the wheat crop of
Oregon, Washington and Idaho wiii be
from 55,000,000 to @0,000,000 bushels.
Prattle of this kind over figures which
are cooked up in 8 two-by-four office
some distance from the wheat fields s
not harmful where the source s under-
sto0d. Where it s not understood,
trouble sometimes results. The San
Francisco bears who are endeavoring to
break the price of wheat In the belief
that there is within 10,000,000 bushels
of a 60,000,M0-bushel crop; the Eastern
buyers who also think our wheat is too
high priced, and the grain-bag dealers
would all like to push the 60,000,000~
bushel crop story along. The publica-
tion of the truth is sometimes hurtful
to certaln interssts, but in the Jong run
it pays., When the California and East-
ern buyers discover that 10,000,000 to
15,000,000 bushels of “our €0,000,000-
bushel ¢rop™ will not grade better than
“hot alr," they will be more inclined to
advance thelr lmits. Incldentally it
might be remarked that The Oregonian
spends more money every August in as-
certaining the size of the Oregon,
Washington and Idaho wheat crop than
wounld pay the entire expense of “edit-
ing and publishing” the alore-men-
tioned pamphlet for six months. The
information on which The Oregonlan
bases itz eatimates Is gathered by
trained correspondents, who visit the

E

of youth wnth the same feeling that is
awnkened by the success of one nearer
¥Youth himwself. The men who a few
¥ears hence will handie all of the in-
tricate machinery of the business world,
aof church and state, who will be our
Presidents, Benators, financiers, rall-
road and other industrial kings, are all
boys now, In them the clean, honest,

sands of men who lvé twice of thrice
as long,
. e -
Next Monday {s Labor day. That is
to ey, ail banks and other commer-
hc:ll.l institutions will be closed and
workingmen who desire to do so will
abstain from labor and congregate to-
gether for sbeial enjoyment. Labor day
has come to be one of the Institutions
of the country. It was instituted at the
demand and in deference to the wishes
of the great labor element as volced by
its representatives. If there is a day
which has been raised by statute to a
condition free from care, that day is the
first Monday In September of each re-
curring year. Let those In whose In-
terests the day was dedicated to free-
dom from care and toll enjoy its privi-
leges to the fullest extent, happy If In
50 doing they return to their tasks on
the morrow invigorated bodily and In
A& rlate of mental repose. The day s
theirs to uge and to enjoy. Only those
who abuse its privileges will have rea-
ROD Lo regret {is coming or Ita passing,
gt ioct:- el

The announcement that John I
Spreckels will establish a steamship
service between Portiand and Coos Bay
for the purpose of bringing Coos Bay
conl to this city s a pleasing one. With
coal all around us, fuel oil coming In by
tha shipload and timber growing right
down to our back yards, the price of
fuel steadily advances, and an Increased
supply from asny source will be wel-
comed. Portland has never had very
much Coos Bay coal, but it seems to
glve eatisfaction in Californis, and as
almost anything with the Oregon brand
on It is all right, It will probably meet
with & good reception here. In addition
to offering us a cheaper fuel supply, the
establishment of this line will also give
Portland business men inereased facili-
ties for shipping xoods Inta a section
of the state which has In a measure
been jsolated from the metropolls for
MADY Years,

h

The stress of battle at Lian Yang is
terrific. The loss of human life s
enormour; the nuffering, even when
contemplated from afar, Is appailing.
The only consolatlon is that it eannot
last jong. The limit to the available
forces of the fierce combatants will in
a short time be reached, when each
day’s dead numbers many thousands,
Humanity looks dn with bated breath
at the terrible exscution of the modarn
enginery of war, and hopes each day
that the conflict of the next will be de-
cigive, Whether or not the enormous
loss of lfe will prove a waste will be
determined by the results that grow out
of the war.

e —

The careless gunner vies with the ex-
cited hunter In the capacity for mis-
chicf. The latter is In evidence through-
out the sporting season In the number
of men that are mistaken for deer and
killed or malmed. The former claims
all seasons as his own, and is more or
less active through all. A late achleve-
ment of one of these was recorded
through a random shot from an unseen
source near Redding, Cal., which struck
a girl of 10 years In the face, destroy-
ing her eyesight. One feels lka volcing
& pity that catching is before hanging
in the case of such a careless person,
and that he usually evades capture.

Occasionally a man, given over to hisg
cups, mokes a mistake in defying the
power of water. This was the case
with Frank M. Ford, of Oregon City,
who, while Intoxicated, attempted to
walk upon the waters of the Willam-
ette at that place & day or two ago and
was drowned,

e ———

The Russians find themselves so much
more advantageously situated north of
the Taltz River, it Is a wonder they
didn’t go there In the first place and
avold considerable loss and pains, If
théy can once get to Harbln, their cup
of joy and suceess will quite overfiow.

The nomination of Peck for Governor
of Wisconsin will deal apother crusl
blow to the Cleveland Democrats, who
have been banking heavily on Vilas.
The New York World and Evening
Post are accumulating a large stock of
disgust.

!l

Maybe If the Civil Service Commlssion
kKeeps up Its lick there are numbers of

| ficlds whers the wheat is threshed pnd |
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here of the lead -
ers of Democratic National thought. There
were to be “keynote * a ban-

The Evening Post mentions “the slient
influences” that sre at work for Parker.
This, then. was one of them? But the

fever of enthusiasm for the Belmont can?
didate. ;

The intentlon of the National Commit-
tee, we feel sure, was to orgmnise the
Democratio aditors of the country, es-
pecially those inclined to be cool In their
advocacy of the Jeffersonlan principles,
in a subtle and undemonstrative faszhion.
Buperficial methods are not adapted to
such a movement. It thrives best under
cover. Tha announcement that the Steu-
benville True Patriof, which refused to
support Biyan In 1596, has coms out for
Parker loses it force it it ts anticipated
by the revelation that on the feariesa
editor's trip to New York and Esopus
“the finances will be taken care of here.”

The uprising of the Independent Demo-
cratle presa against the “Big Stick™ policy
was meant to be spontaneous. How can
It be mades to appear 86 now? Every odi-
tor who accepts the Taggart Invitation
will go home only to have his Inquisitive
townsmen propel embarrazsing questions
at him. How much of the finances were
taken cara of here? Just the rallroad fars
and the hotel blils? Was the item of
“time and trouble” takem Into aceount?
Only those editors whose characters are
like those of Caesar's wife and Mr. Henry
Watterson can afford to coma, and for
thesa it will be very IHttle pleasure. The
Taggart lettar will rise up to confusae
them at every turn of a period of Parker
praimea,

We need look no further for a reason
to account for the tragiec and foreible sup-
pression of the man who promised tlms,
“the finances will he taken carn of hare.”
It is a melancholy duty, this that we have,
to recond the passing of Tom Taggart.
He was a genlal soul; an open-faced,
free-mannered, candld creature; n boon
to the Inquisitive seeker after the trmth
In an atmeoaphera dank with the humors
of the mubway, sordid with the cold finan-
cial aspoot of the Wall-strest counting-
room. At the door of his living tomb we
taks leave of him, not without & tear.

Parker's Fllipino Straddie.

New York Press.

In piace of a govermment by Filipines as-
slstad by Americams, Judge Parker favors a
BOVeT by Filipt d by Filpinoa.
~Fariker Organ.

How do you know he doss? You could
not know from anything he =ald in his
speech of acceptance. Thereln he sald
the best thing to do with the Filipinos
was o prepars them “as rapldly as possi-
ble for self-government and give to them
assurances that it will come as soon as
they are reasonably prepared for it.”” Nor
aoould you know from his equally evasive
Jetter to Mr. Milburn, which you prodded
him Into writing with your taunts that
his position as to the Philippines was tha
samés as Mr. Roosevelt'=. In that let-
ter he dld not siy, as the Demnacratic
platform says, hs I8 In favor of Immedl-
ate freedom and independence for the
Filipinos, 1If he ware “in hearty accord™
with the 8t. Louls piatform promise to
scuttle the iglands he would have ap-
proved and adopted the whole language
of the platform’s Philippines plank. He
adopted only a part of 1f. And he qual-
ified that part of It by saying he was In
favor of making the promise of setting
the Filipines fren and independent “'ns
goon as it can be prudently done.™

There Is as much virtue, or vice, as tha
case may be—it all depends on the ppint
of view—in thls siraddling phrase as there
iIs In an If. We challenge Mr. Parker
to say, in his letter of acceptance, that
he is in favor of "a government by Fili-
pinos azslsted by Filipinos,” or some-
thing equally unequivocal, as the anti.
imperalist organs would have him say,
but which, so far, he has not dared
to say for fear of driving away the votes
of Democrats who belleve In the Repub-
lican polley set forth by Mr., Roosevelt.

A Popular Error.

Ida M. Tarbeil in McClure's.

The most curious feature perhaps of
this question of the Standard Oll Com-
pany and the price of oll Is that there
are stlll people who Dbelleye that the
SBtandard has made ojl cheap! Men look
at this chart and recall that back In the
iate "$ls and " they paid 60 and @
cents a gallon for off which now they
pay 12 and 15 cents for. This, then, they
say, s the result of the combination,
They do not know the meaning of the va-
riation of the price line, that it was forced
down from 1886 to 1876 when Mr. Rocke-
feller's first effective combination was
secured by competition, and driven up in
187 and 18577 by the stopping of competis
tion; that It was driven down from 1877
to 1578 by the unlon of all sorts of com-
petitive forces—producers, independent
refiners, the devaloplng of an Independ.
ent- seaboard plpeline—to a point lower
than it had ever been before. They for-
get that when these opposing forces
were overcome and the Standard Ol Com-
pany was at last supreme, for 0 years
oll never fell a point below the margin
reachad by competitlion In 1879, though
frequently it rose. They forget that in
1585, when for the first time In 19 yanrs
the margin between crode and refined
ofl began to fall, it was the rise of Amori.
can independent Interests thal did It

The Days Gone By.

James Whitsomb Rilay.

O the dnve gone Ly! O the days gone by!

The appiles In the orchard, and thes pathway
through the rye;

The chirrup of the robin, and the whistle of
the quall

An he piped across the meadows aweet as any
nightlngaie;

When the bloom was on the clover,
blus was in the aky,

and the

| And my bhappy heart brimmed over—in the

days gons by.

In the dayn gome by, wWhen my naked feet
were tripped

By tha honeysuckle tangles where the - water
Uiles dipped,

And the ripples of the river lipped the moss
along the brink,

Whers the placid-eyed
cama 1o drink,

And the tiiting =nipe stood feariess of the
truant’s wayward ory,

And the mpimahing of the swimmer,
days gone by.

and lazy-footed cattle

im the

O the dases gone by! O the days gone by!

The music of the Imighing lp, the luser of
the eye;

The childiah taith in fairies,
magic ring—

The csimple, soul-reposing
everything.

For life was like a story, holding nelther scd

and Aladdin's

Klad  bellet In

nor migh, .
| 1o tho goiden, olden glory, d'&r_ﬁrlcan_cbir_.b
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i) lmun!_gr DELUSION,

Latter in New York Sun.
the other day in the
' an account by Rider
Haggard of a telepathic communication
between hinm and his favorite dog
which he evidently consldered of great
It seams hé had a night-
mare in which he dreamed that his dog
was being killed acd cried to him for
help, It turned out that the dog had
been killed about that hour. It does
not seemn thet the coincidence of time
was exnct, while as to the manner of
the dog’s death the dream gave no sign,
Or aone that eould be deemed a colnci-
dence. The narrative, I confess, seemed
10 me less Important ns a proof of
mpysterious than as & proof of
the extent to which fancy can operate
on very slight materinis, even in a
strong mind. Mr. Haggard designates
his dream as o nightmare; the cause of
nightmare Is indigestion: and It ls dif-
fieult o believe that indigestion is a
factor In the operations of the spirit
world.

All the cases of telepathy of which I
have read seemed to me to regolve
themsolves either Into fulfiliments of
natural expectations, us in the case of
warnings that a person known to be
alek is dead, or Into accidental coln-
cldences, of which In the chupter of ac-
cldepta there are sure to be many, some
of them curfous and striking, the oc-
currence being afterward dressed up by
the retroactive Imagination of which
we are all apt to ba the unconscious
dupes. It has been remarked that there
has often been a Jetter in the case and

duced.

I may mention an Instance of sect-
dontal colncidence which fell within
my own knowledge. A person living at
Oxford was staying at a house at some
distance from- that city. Crossing a
heath, he was attacked by faintness
and jay for some time prostrate on the
heath. When he got back to the house
In which he was staying he found that
at the very moment when he wan lying

celvod from his servant at Oxford ask-
ing whether It was true that ha had
dled suddenly. Another person of the
same name had died suddenly. This was
the explanation. Had the fainting fit
epded  difféerently, here would
been a telepathie warning., and
not with a Ietter, with a telegram as Its
proaf.

A8 to spiritualism, one can only
wonder that the impostures should have
survived such & series of exposures. It
in fast exposzes (tself, since the splrits
muet materialize before we can be
made szensibls of thelr presence. Tha
planchette hag produced nothing but
absurdities. Such a mode of communi-
cation adopted by =pirite iz a flagrant
absurdity in itseif. Tha delusion is
probably kept alive by the eraving for
Intercourse with tha lost objects of af-
fection. I belleve I once told you my
own experlence. The premisr medium
of the day. lllumided by a spirit which
had entared him, recounted to me the
misfortunes of my nephew, when a
nephew 1 never had. In thizs case I
rather shapected that the spirit was
trading on a hint giten her

When I asked whether I was married,
the answer was that T seemed to be
ajone In the material world and yet not
alone,

It is needless to =ay that thara has
always been & craving for the super-
natural, which has shown itself in the
eclipses of religion. With the collapse
of Roman religion eame the mysteries
of Isin: with tha collapse of medlaeval
Catholicism came the prevalencs of as-
trology, which captured minds so pow-
orful In different ways as those of
Wallensteln and Kepler. Such fancions
as spiritualism, telepathy, planchette,
geem to be the offspring of & similar
vald in the sonl, created by the depart-
ure of traditional religion. They will
not help ua to g&ve or revive our =plr-
ftunl life. They will act In the opposite
wrY. They will saduce W into grovel-
ling superstition. They are physieal
mysieries still to be molved by physi-
ology, no doabt. The creative aotion of
the Imagination in dreams is ona of
them, linked no douht with the general
mystery, still profound., of memory.
But thera Is no place for the super-
natural. Let us put that away forever,

GOLDWIN SMITH.

A Japanese War Charm,
Leslie's Monthiy.

The custom of the San Nin Rikl is one
that hae risen In Japan during the npres-
ent war, Ever since the war began, at all
timeas of the day, and even night, amall
gEroups of wom#n can ba seen gathering

will have a plece of eotton cloth with ona
thousand marks or dots sthmped upon It
“Sen” Is thé Japanese word for one thou.
sand. *Nin" is the word for human belng
—either man or woman. "Rlki" is, in the

tlon the words mean “the strength of 1000
people.**

Each of these 190 dots or marks in
the eloth are to indicate the place where
A stitch or knot Is to be made by a
woman, who, whila making this koot
givea her best thought, wish or prayer for
tha safety and protection of the spldier

as an *obi'"" or belt while fichting for his
country. The prayers of 1000 women for
ono man are belleved to protect him from
all dangers and to give him stPength to
overcome and eonguer tha enemios of his
beloved Japan.

Qur Onty Nonentity., .
Tasnlie's Monthly.,

The Vice-Fresident is the only ofMicial
nonentity in our sysiem of government
Ha is elected for four years to loaf around
the throne and wonder what Is going to
happen. Incidentally, he presides over the
Senate when In sesslon, 1 he feels like
it, buk fs not a member of that body, and
hne no speaking acquaintanee with any
subject before it. The Senate makes its

own rules, dnd the Vice-Prasidont s pro-
sumed to commit this fact to memory
He haa no patronage, no veolce In publle
affairs, no seat at the counci! tabie—npno

push or pull anywhers in the schome of
government—but is liks a second husband
agreed on In advance and held {h suspenss
and suspicion, who as & matter of taste

must not obtruode himself upon the mar-
riage feast nor the bridal twur. His busi-
I neas js to Reep stlil. He i the great
|Am\<ri-.-an cinm, and = held in escrow
pending conditlons which it i» hoped will

nover ocotr to make him shuck himseif
and come out Into the open. Though he
| be n man of parts, his polltieal posltion s
a trlumph of nonentity.

The Inelastic Dollar and the Invited
Guest.
Life.

Tenn semse [ore emmennde fore shee and L
tenn sense fore posnutls wich {le haff-too bl
I'.nnn menge apeace for ®idesho ann thatt malies

Allmoast a haffs dollar thaty it¢ talks

befoar we Kuit In the bigg tent a tall,

a wirkus maitks & dollar offie smal.

Ann wenn u pay anuther fifity sense

too gett um boath [ndlde uv thes bigg tents

thait lonve lenn senme ann (1 she wants too
stay

too sea (e commurt part wol wil | my.

wee! haffioo have thee lemmenade | no
becuz thee day | ast hur U0 sheed go

shes podd sbhbe alwuz liked tis go ann M
redd lemmenade wenn shee in bott ann drl.
Uv kors u koodunt watch thee eilyfunts
ann nott hav pecnutts, too sax fore tenm sefuse.
1 goen iva gott 1t Nggered dJown wz lo

uz possibul snn talk In the hoal sho

axsept thee commirt. Y thoe wints too stay
fore thatt | wunder wot on urth ile aay

ive gott too iatk bur cur ive ast hur oo,
I wisht too goodness | noo wol tos do,

Tho Repe hur frum thes conssrt ana nott nn
Ime tenhn eetme short gy haven énuf doe
buistt ke uz notl shot] stay rite thare ann !
wil hatftoo start too go ann tel hor wh

Wot wil show think uy me. [ alwas Chott
& dollur wuz an offle offls lott

Uw ¥ butt it a0 turble smal
i pickan Sup-dth Rardly secxw oL -

that the letters have not been pro- |

on the heath a telegram had bean re-*

have |
it |

in the streets: oné or more of the women |

Jones-Henry. S
A Greenville, Wis, editor a few days
ago published the following enthusiastie.
account of a weddlng in that town:
“Misn Jennia Jones and Bob Henry ware
married at the Jones mansion last night.
The bride is a daughter of our Constable
Jones, who Is a good officer and will
undoubtedly be ve-slected next Spring
He offers & fine horse for sale in an-
other column, The groom runs & grocery
store on Maln street and fs & good pat-
ron of our ad columns and has & flne
lot of bargains this week. All Summer
he paid 2 capts more for butter than any
store in town. The happy couple left
on the 19 o'clock to visit the bride's uncle
In Milwaukes, who i reported to have
lots of money mand Bright's disease. Bob
certalnly has an eye for business.™

Hard Lot of 2 Wyoming Editor.

Editing a newspaper is a nice thing
If wa publish fjokes people say we are
rattle-bralnedd. If we don't we are fos-
sits. Tf we pubiish original matter they
say we don't give them enough aslec-
tionse. If we give them selections they
Say we are too lazy to write. If w% don't
g0 to church we ars heathens. If we do
KO we are hypocrites. If we remain at
tha offire we ought tosbe out looking
for news jtems. If we 3o out then we are
oot attending to business. If we wear old
clothes (hey lnugh at us. If we wear
good clothes they mny we have a pull
Now, what are we to do? Just as itkaly
a5 not some one will say that we stole
this from an exchangs, So we did. It's
from the Wyoming Derrick.—Dilion
(Wyo.) Doublejack.

The Russtans ara still luring ‘em on.

Weo guess maybe the Japs will stop
when they get to the Baltic,

The gublic's intereat in the strest rail-
WAy merger is just a commoa, ordinary
nickel,

We might as wall hand over our elect-
oral vote to AMr. Bhaw now and let him
take it back.

Tha Russians, as usual, are hnlding the
enemy fast hy inserting their nose be-
tween: the Japa' teeth.

Mr. Jim Hill is kind enough to admit
that he owns a few milllon shkarea of
Northern Pacific stock.

Princesn
Lieutenant

Louisa alsa
Count Vicht
time between elopements.

rAan away
in 1805

with
f.--ﬂ?,

If Henry Cashawny Daviz ever becomes
Presidant he will he B before his term
expires. The bother isn't worth the

by a | moaey.
friend who was himself misinformed. |

Weather item:
thur are for
fAn early Fall
{A late Fall

Prospects at Port Ar-

Wa view the troubles between the State
Barhar Commission and the barber col
lege with great equanimity. Our safety
is working very well, thank you

It Muorderer Onkman will kindly lay
down his arms, he will eontribute much
to the ease of mind of various pursiers
whn think more of a whole hide than
they do of any paltry reward.

As we understand it, the more arrests
the police mpke the more afficlent the
department. Just study that mropasition
awhile aud see what a fine advertissment
it Is for a peace-loving community

Bill Chnnee, of Astoria, put up  foolish
talk about all the lndies being after him.
and they'rn going to send him to the asy

lum. ~ A number of wise men in Portland
have saved themselves from Blil's fute
by hoeping thelr mouths shut, It lsn't
always prudent to =ay what you think.
Gavernar Herriek, of Ohlo, s aceus
tomed to taking a spin In hls automohite

every moraning when in Cleveland. A park

policemnn reported him ax having ox
coaded the speed Hmit, and Chief of Park
Paollee Gold=all “went to see the Governor
| about . The latter awned up that he
had bern going at a lively gait. where-
upon the Chief sald that a repetition of

“That's

Japanese language strength. In combinn- | the offensa would mean arrest,

i

right, Chief,”" pald the Governar, “always
do your duty. But If you put me In jail,
Jos, I'll pardon myself out.'

Eckley B. Coxe, one of the wealthiest
mine aperators in the anthracite regton,
has declined to accept the Democratic

who will wear thizs plece of eotton cloth | Nomination to the State Senate. He is

a nephew of the late Hekley B. Coaxe,
who, after heing alected to the State
Senate in 1570, refused to take the onth
of affice, because he wis required to
swear that no money had bheen used
to bring aboot his eslection Sybse.
quentiy he was Iinduced again to be a
candidate for the snme office, and was

elected by on overwhelming majority.

It was thought that young Coxa would
follow In his uncle's foolsteps, but his
lova for political purity i= =0 great that
ha does nol care to tnke any part In
the game ns It Is played in Pennsyl-
vanis.

OUT OF THE GINGER JAR.

Insurance Agent—What are the proofs of

your husband's death, madam? The Widow
—Well, he bas brea home for the lasst tMroen
nightsg—Emart Set.

“"How long have you bren here?™' asked the
pirl who had just arrived at the Summer re-
port. "Oh, only tkree ringe,”" renlied the other
xirl, holding up her hand.—Chicago Recuvrd-
Heraid.

Polien. Mag te—-You am charged with

iy ' =y for yo 7

I am a profe rain |

1 ollew Mng e — L £
miFsed—Columbus INspatch.

"I like o hear your wife talle,™ maid Gads-
by to Badsk “Her apeech in 80 precise and

i Yo" o il Saudshy, “ewpe-

Ity ] In bushe] measures ' —{leve-

¥ Honslre's daughter}—How

’ inece I relected nim

urs follow Now he'll

huva Lo work fo and pay off & few
of his debts Boston Glo

Little Clamnece iwho has an inguiring mind)

Pa. whin a man I oo lazy to work, (oo
e beg. and ton bonest to stex]l, what
can he do? Mo Callipes—Oh, marty mohey

T i vw fraternal order.—<Puck,

st Burglar—We might as well light de
g=x, Ml dere aln’t & I in de house. HBac-

= Don't git so beneverient, Kid:
de robbin’ dat's Ltar be dl4d ter-
comp'ny & night of,—

ind Burgiar
we'll do all
night an’ give
Puck E
Apngelina Manayunk—Don't you think it
o 11 of the photographar to Matter
e that? Her Dear Friead—Oh, I don't
know: yvou might want to use the picture
s send In reply to a matrimoenial advertipe-
nent.—Boston Traveiler,

fie gas

Hodge (who Bas Just had a Ltk drswn)—
Well, gav'nor, kow mueh 4o you ax for the
jbT Yeu dld do It gquiek. Ik =My charge
I twn-snd six.  Hodge—Two-ani-eixT Why, a

foctor down at our place dmwed & Loolh for
me cnce and L took him two hours; he haoled
me round and round (he roum—T never sot'd
such bard worke-and he only charged me &
alllp’ ~Scrape,




