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YESTHEDAY'S WEATHEHE-—-Maximom tem-
perature, 431 Jdegrees; minimam tempersiure, 30
Gegreea  Precipiistiop, 082 Inches.

TODAY'S WEATHER-Showers,
winds

westerly
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SYMPATHY AND NEUTBRALITY.

One whom we know to be & constant
reader and friend of The Oregoninn
sends us this pertinent if caustic qtiery:

I observe with perturbation not wnmixed
with solicitude that you divide your sditorial
sttention o the Russo-Japaness war Dbe-
tween demanstrating the lrreconcilibaitty of
Russian wilh American civilleation and rep-
robating the manifestation ol American
sympathy with Jspan, As I suppose It
would be impertinest to sugeest that thers
ts any Imconsistency bere, 1 will merely sl
that you enlighten us, I possdble. 1o
proper harmonlzation of thess iwo modes of
eIproswion For my benighted understand-
ing. =t least, the prablem nesds a Utie elu-
cldation What would you bmve us do—
shout for Rusila but pray in the closet for
Japan®T Or is there an irreconciiable - con-
fllct In the sanctum Ite=if™

The friendly tone of the inquiry for-
bids anything but = friendly answer;
and let us own at the outset that the
correspondent’s position 1§ a natural
one, which must have occurred to
many. As to his cloging intimation,
however, we ¢an reassure him that the
sanctum iz safe from domestic strife;
as the sriicles referred to were all
written by the same pen, and out of the
game trusty ink bottle where still abide,
Deo volens, many more af the same
persuasion. But to the question of con-
slstency.

Beétween the Russlan order of things
and the English and American order of
things there ls cternal war; bot between
the Russinn government and the United
Stutes government there may be, and as
we belleve should be, peaoe nnd éven
good-fellowship; and betwesn the Rus.
slan people and the American people
there must be, if we are manly men, a
mutual recognition of each other's
rights, dutles and privileges Many
times we have set out, In argument and
fllustration unnecessary to repeat, the
basal and comprehenslve antagonism
between autocracy and democracy, rep-
resented by Russin on the one hand
and the Unilted Btates on the other.
'l'h.e triumph of Russia In this war,
therefore, becomes a thing of forebod-
ing to every man who spprehends the
progress and happiness of mankind as
bound up with the succeas or fallure of
popular government. No one who truly
undersiands and believes the principles
of democracy can view the mscendency
of Russia in the world and the spread of
unlimited monarchy without a fear for
the permanence of republican instito-
tlons, ax developed and cherished In
Great Britain and the United Stiates

But this is pot the lssue in the war;
nor the merits of the combatants; nor
thelir respective claims upon our friend-
ship or our seif-interest. As a natlon
we can have no possible grievance
agningt Russin because of her form of
government; or the rigors of her crimi-
nal code; or the backwardness of her
clvilization; or the lightness of the steel
on her Siberian Rallway; or the policies
ghe adopts In regulation of trade, so0
tong as she does not muke (nvidious
discrimination against us In favor of
oihdr powers, unless, of course, such
discrimination is a falr answer to some
ovirt act of our own. Germany, Austria
snd France sympsthized with Spain in
the war of 1888, but they had sense
enough to restrain it so that our friend-
Iy relations with them all were unim-
paired. The memory of Admirul Diet-
rich's insolence at Manila has long
rankisd in American hearts, and waa &
powerful promoter of the efforts nnx-
jously put forth by Emperor William
to appease us

We are friendly with Japan; wy are
friendly with Russia. It & to our in-
terest to continue friendly with each,
1t = our 4duty as an honorable people
to accord Ryssia the friendly treatment
she has always accorded us If we do
not keep this trust, If we do not have
regard to our self-interest, we shall
speedily suffer in the allenation of a
great people’s esteem, and in the ceasa.
tion of Russian purchases of cur wares
We are afrald of Russin's administra-
tion of Manchuria; is It then our cue to
make that administration a certaln dis-
arimination aguinst us or by ecareful
conduct to deserve well of (t? Our his-
toric policy has been “friendship with
all nations, entanglng alllances with
nome.” We follow this course, becauss
it is right, and also because our com-
mereial neoessities require us to be on
good terms with every country where
we may find markets for our goods or
desirable things to buy. Te pick a
quarrel with Russia wouid be to injure
our own producers.

The Resslans are a proud and a sen-
sitlve people. No nation om the globe
has put forth so tremendons efforts in
recent years to improve ltself, to Mllow
the example of other nations in sound
finance, enterprising iodustries, fresdom

the

hopes will become great. she founds

colonies she hopes may prosper. These

are ambitions and performances that
are ngf yet socounted crimes in other
lands and they are not in Russis,

Let ua forbear to assume the alr of
the swashbuckler, who plumes himself
upon his own prowess but reprobates
prowess and pluming io an¥ other. Re-
member that the Russian has the same
szntiments of national loyalty and pride
that we venerates so paasionately in our-
seives. Remember that the true man
gives no affront withou' cause We
hope that every act of Sec-etary Hay,
50 far, however much some may EAVOT
of a desire to sld Japan and humiliate
Russia, can be expldinaed to Russin’s
satisfaction; but i not, and if they are
repeated and added to, The Oregonian
hopes never to be found wmong those
who resent affronts Lo themselves but
reserve the right to Inflict alfronts at
will upon others and grow angry when
called to account. It will be perfectly
jdle for us to allenate the friendship of
Russia and then expect efther by
wheedling or bravado to escape the log-
fcal consequences of our own ach

RUSSIA'S CONTRABAND ANNOUNCE-
MENT,

Foodstuffs and coal are the principal
Items in Russis's list of articles that
will be considered contraband of war.
Hud the Russian fleet command of the
sen, greitsr interest would be taken in
the “rules of war™ jJust lssued by the
Czar, but as matters now stand It Is of
no importunce to the Oregon shipper
whet Russia thinks about wheat or
flourr The Japanese veussels will In all
probability have the Viadivostok cruls-
ers “bottled” or forced into an agtion
within & short thme, and with these four
vessels out of the way the ports of
Japan will be as open (o American ves-
sels, whether carrying foodstuffs or
not, as are the ports of Mexico Itis
not the daty of the Unlted States Gov-
emment to prevent food supplies from
being shipped o Japan, and indeed
nothing short of an “‘effective’” block-
ade by Russlan ships could prevent
gmain-laden neutral vessels from enter-
Ing Japanese poris

The trend of that wider form of pub-
He opinjon we call international law is
toward restricting the hardships and
danger of war to the combutunt forces
40 far as possible. Jurists, viewing this
tendency with approval, and most of
them do so view It are of the bellef
that foodstuffs may be seized ax oon.
traband only when destined for the yse
of the enemy’'s fighting forces. Food-
stuffs for general consumption are held
to be exempt from selxure and confis-
cation. It i=s obvious thatl the enforce-
ment of this principle would lead
endless complications, and It ik safe to
say that beiligerents will prociaim all
food suppllies contraband, selze all they
can, and confiscate all they salze. If
they consider themsalives strong enough
The present interests of the United
States chause Washington to look with
approval upon all efforts to have food
supplies removed from the list of con-
traband articles,

With our great exports of wheat a big
naval war would ssriotialy dislocate our
commerce, ¥ wheat were 10 be made
contraband. Great Britaln is even more
disposed to f[avor any movement for
the exclusion of food supplles from the
list of contraband articles. The exist-
ence of the Unlted Kingdom in time of
war depends upon the saocess with
which her navy maintains free commu-
nieation for ships with food supplies
British naval experts have expressed
thelr belief that, in the event of wat
between the Unlied Kingdom and a
strong Continental power, this country
would not agree to have foodstuffs re-
garded as contraband It Is therefore
evident that the mabliity of the Rus-
sian fleet to take even & commerte-de-
stroying part in the Orient has pre-
vented considerable friction,

As to Japan, she has no necessity for
declaring foodstuffs contruband, at
least not just now. 8She can muaintain a
blockade of all the Russian ports whera
supplies might be jJanded. Her coocups-
tion of Corea renders it unneécessary Lo
blockade Corean porte. Bo Oregonlans
have no reason for taking other than
an academic interest In the rules of
war as drawn up by the Czar.

e pete————
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A GLOOMY OUTLOOK.

Bacretary Taft's appearunce In the
discussion of the Frye blll restricting
Philippine trade to Americian vessels s
distinetly in the direction of justice. He
has induced Représéntative Cooper to
frame o bill postponing the operation
1til July, 196, and cancellng
Philippine Imporis at that
time. He hopes that in elghteen months
snvugh American shipping will be
ready (o serve the trade concerned, and
he understands now, ne he always has,
the depressing effect of unnecessary
L ff= upon the prosperity and content-
ment of dependencies

Inasmuch as this House bill meets the
views already contended for in the Sen-
ate by Mr, Mitchell, of Oregon, It goes
without saying that It will have his sup-
port, both on genern! and on specific
grounds He has always stond for
tariff reductions to the Philippines and
e understands the peculinr reintion of
Portland shipping to the Frye bill. This
i2, a5 we understand it, substantially
as (oliows: There are but seventesn
American steanmships on (he Paclfic
Coast. Thess are owned by four differ-
ent compunles—ihe Pacific Mail Steam-
ship Company, which owns and controls
seven; the Boston Steamship Company,
which owns and coptrols five; the!
Northern Steamship Company, which
owns and controls two, and the Great)
Northern Steamship Cdémpany, which'
owns and controls three., Al of these
have their home ports either at Puget
Sound or San Francisco. Not one of
them has ever been to Portland, and
In all probability never will be.

The adverse bearing of this sltua-
tion on the Columbia Rlver, in case the
Frye bill ahould become law, i& obvious..
1f we should be compellied to ship all
the Government supplies purchased
here in American bottoms, where is the
tonnage 10 come from?’ Last month an
award was secured from the War De-
partment for 1.250.000 feet of lomber
and 1200 tona of oats, provided trans-
partation can be bad, and the only ton-
nage avallabie, as we showed the other
day, was under the British flag. If we
had been restricted (0 American bot-
toms, the award could hardly bave'
fafled to be forfeited

Under the circumstances there s
pome ground for hope that the Frye
bill may yet be amended. The Admin-
istration’s influshoe js evidently to be
counted for it; but the voles in the Sen.
ate on Saturdsy are not reassu~ing. On
Senator Mitchell's amendment extend-

of the Frye bill and kindred méasutes
are very potent in the National Capitol.

WELI-EARNED SALVAGE.

A good, fat salvage fee was sarned by
Captain Reed and his tug Wallula when
they pickeéd up the disabled steamer
Grace Dollar off the mouth of the Co—
lumbia Buaday. Driving stralght for
North Beach in the grasp of a gale of
unusual violence, the destruction of the
steamer seemed inevitable, and in such
& storm It k= very doubtful if a single,
survivor would have reached the beach
in safety had she struck. The pre-emi-
nent factor in determining the value, of
services rendered at such & time is the
degree of danger experienced by . the
craft at the time of the rescus. Thin Is
the business side of a matter in which
sentiment and gratitude are the points
of absorbing interest to the public, and
it does not detract in the slightest degree
from the berolsm of a rescuing tughoat-
man and crew [f they immediately file
a salvage claim sgainst the vessel they
have saved from destruction. The fact
that not one out of & dosen of these
cases ever reaches court shows to what
an extent--the right and justice of a
rescuer's elalm are recognized among the
owners of unfortunate cruft, shipown-
erE and underwriters,

Maritime law and customs in most ré-
spects stand the tést of time midch bet-
ter than the regulatjons provided for
settlement of disputes and awarding of
damages’ on ‘dhore, andl the salvage Iaw
has remained practieally unchanged for
generations, The rescuing vessel al-
WAYS assumeés & certain amount af risk
in taking hold of & eraft in distresa,
and in enses like that of the Grace Dol-
lar, where human life is at stake, there
is no time nor inclination on the part
of the mastér of either vessel to figure
out the financial value of that risk.
It i= n case of do the work at once and
preseht your bill afterwards, and even
were there ho prospects for rewnsd for
the risk Incurred rare indeed would be
the pocasions when ald would-be with-
held or delayed. The mén who are In-
triusted with valuable steamers or tag-
bout= do not reach their positjons with-
out Inourrinig some of the dangers
which dre ever arpund the seataring
man, and the réescuer of todsy may be
the vicetim of tomorrow,

With a full understanding of these
possibllitizs, financial rewards are sec-
ondary considerations when a distress
signal Is sighted. And yet this volan-
tary bravery which places in jeopardy
the Uves of one crew of men ln order
that an .attempt be made to' save an-
other crew Is certainly entitled to re-
munerative recognition in keéping with
the risk assumed. Captain Reed and
his brave men are entitied to all pralse
for thelr herolsm, and the recognlzed
laws covering the salvage question will
undoubtedly give them something more
substantial than  the gratitudes of the
saved and the approbation of the gen-
eral publis,

———————

CLIMATE IN THE PHILIFPINES.

When the treary with Spain by which
we acquired the Phlilppines was under
debate in 18598 ex-United States Senator
Edmunds in pubilc speech affirmed that
the climate of those Islands was so fatal
to & white man that no American could
expect to live there and bring up & fam-
liy. At that time The Oregonian quoted
the fart that Englishmen had llved
many years In & worse climate, that of
tropical India; that Macaulay was able
to do hard legal work even In Caloutts
when the mercury stood at 96 degrees
above zero; that Thackeray was born In
Indin, where his parents hmd lived for
many years, and that Lord Roberts had
campalgned over forty years in India

Secretary, of “War Taft s over six
feet mnd welghs 830 pounds—not & Very
good subject to endure a iropical cll-
mite, and yet he returned from the
Philippines In perfect "hedith and he
suggests that the mEwspRpees {an “help
the American Gogernmest by denying
the lles clrculatsd sbout ‘fhe - terrible
climate there.” Of cours¢, No man of
common sense fails to adjust hjmself
and his habits to his éenvironment. ‘No
man wears the same clothing In Winter
ar Summer In Western Oregon that he
would wear In Western Massachusetts,
There are vast areas of country In the
United States whers no white man cgn
llve long because of malatia. Nelther
the bottom lands of the Missi=sipp! nor
the swamps of South Carolina;, where
negroes G4y, llye. are beaithful fof o
white man.* There aré doublless such
lands in Cuba, in Porto Rlco, In Africa,
in Indla, and in the Philippines; but it
Is not .necessary that a white man
should plek, out & patch of malsarial
country for a homestead.

The Neorthern Army campalgned for
three vears through Loulsiana, Missis-
pippl and Arkansas, and endiured the
Southern Summers about as well as the
native whites. More English soidlers
died of fever in ths marshes of the
isisnd of Wajcheren than died In the
swamps of Louisiang or the swamps
of Luzon. White men have resided in
tropical or subtropical regions for many
years and reached old age. Of course
they cannot labor as they do In tém-
perute climates] they need to Be spar-
ing of alecholle stimulants; they.-need
to boll their drinking watler and sult
their dist and clothing to the environ-
ment, and when they do, white men can
do hard mental work and white men as
eoldiers have done hard ph¥ysical waork.
Lord Clydié at 67 In the SUmmeér heat
made the Luoocknow campaign: BSir
Carles Napler was over 80, when he
won' Meanee; Sir Hugh Rose W%as a
veéteran in the Indlan Mutiny, march-
ipg 4nd fighting in beat’and dust'every
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Ot the reat irvigstion, schemes
that were favorably reportedl ind ‘rec-
ommendsd for further Investigation at
the beginning of 1908 by F._H. Newell,
chief engimeer of ‘the Tnited States re-
ciamation service, two are reported as
turning out well, two a8 dublous, and
the fifth neutral The projects weke
exploited on the Truckee River, Ne-
vada; on Salt River, Arizona; on Milk
River, Montana; on Sweetwater River,
Wyoming, and on Gunnison Rivér, Col-

,Appreginte the value of the systematic,

avert or lessén,

‘ally good and the degres. of discamfort
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n most
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Siven full study, to be least worthy. On the
other hand, careful recomnaismance work has
developed omsxpected End (Avorahis oppor-
tunities for Lrrigation worke
_To this It iy added that the atthude
of the people In some of the proposed
irrigation districts has become =ome-
what lukewarm, and thelr promises to
co-operate have not beén entirely ful-
filled. One of the lessons learned by
the engineers of the reclamation serviee
Is that popular clamor or enthusiasm
cannot be depended upon-to forward
great and enduring enterprises. Great
works, such as the Irrigation schemes
under centemplation and investigation,
which are destined to last for a hundred
yenrs, cannot be thought out In every
detull In a few mbnthe, In regasd to
those aiready pessed upon, or partly so,
the engineeritif diMculties In some
cases have begn found to be very great
In others thé amount of arid land that
is reclaimable s not pufficient to jus-
tify the enormous outlay.

In the meantime, examinations have
been extended over a wide area, rover-
Ing sections In every semiarid state and
territory. A number of opportunities
of great merit’ have ‘been found which
are belng worked out gquletly, Experi-
ence hag shown that It Is prudent to
avold publicity in:these matters until
the feasibility of the schemes contem-
plated is passed upon by competent
men. In the words of Mr. Newell,
“public reaction is sure to follow the
emotional exploiting of such enter-
prises, Disappointments are inevitable
and unforeseen difficuities are gure to
arise

It must be piain o any thoughtful
person that any large irgigntion work
must necessarily progress slowly. The
advancement of the work is governed
Arbltrarily by physical conditions, even
though all of the monsy usked for is
avallable. For example, In the cuee of
& long tunnel onl; a c¢ertaln number of
men can work af the point where effort
tells and the rate of progress ls fixed
by the available space for the workmen,
The same (s true us to putting In th
foundations for dams. This work canl
only be done at a suitable sthge of
water, even though a million dollars are
awalting dishursement for itz comple-
tioh. The fact that the work ecan only
be taken up as conditions permit s
overlooked by settlers and others, who
“want water right now.”

It 1§ eany to understand this feeling
of iImpatience, but guite another thing
to dispel 'it.  However, it I8 belleved
that wheh the sitoation !s fully made
known the public at large cannot fall to

businessilke methods which are belng
pursued by the engineers of the recla-
mation service, Thesg engingers are on
trial before the whole country, and for
a period far beyond the present They
cannol afford to make a single great
fallure since thereby the whole schemse
of Government reclumation would suf-
fer. The publle, undérstanding the sit-
uation, should be satisfled with the as-
surance thiat every step Is belng care-
fully taken and that the work ls pro-
gressing on broad lines of safety, per-
manence and substantiality.

The waste of war is aiready exempii-
fied In the ruin of the commerce that
foliowed the opening of the Siberian
Raflway. Military needs must first be
met, dnd-these are now go great that
the traffic of peace has been practically
wiped out or completely blocked, and
the hopes and iabor of years paralyzed,
s0 far ax the tommérchil interests of a
vagt sectlon are concerned. The com-
mercial prosperity of Japan, so wonder-
ful in its development in recent years.
has also been ghecked to an extent that
will require years of restored peace to
make good. It & the contemplintion of
thi= tnevital¥e result of war, even maore
than considerations of humanity, that
makes  rulers hesitate and diplomats
pariey when woar is threatened. When
the actual confilct Is on, however, these
considerations are reversed and en-
lightened humanity deplores the wasta
of human life and the. terrible suffering
imposed by the stress, not of battle,
but of war—streas which nothing cap
Examples’ of this are
given in the outrages which Japanese
women are reported to have suffered In
Port Arthur at the handa of Russian
soldiers, and in the bitter, hopeless mis-
éry that Russian troops suffer |n the

of Lake Balkal. Thése are but
faint whisperings of the beginnings of
Qptrage and suﬂ'e(tn( the end of which
no onhe oan fofesée, examples of the
events that make war war and a thing
to be averted If possible by diplomacy.

A powerfal tug, good seamanship and
herolam saved the steamer Grice Dol-
Iar, lumber-laden, from Gray's Harbor
to San Pedro, from belng cast upon
North Beach, with the probable logs of
the lives of all on board.. Either of
these forces woulld have been powerleas
without the others.in the rough battle
with wind, waves and incoming , tide
that combined against the safety of the
disabled veasel. The bar of the Colum-
bin, scourged by the gale into a white,
resisting and apparently registless fury,
broke clear across in great white break-
ers that threatened destruction to the
muariners that ‘dared to bresst them,
But, far worse threatened them on the
Washington coast a few miles to the
north, toward which the Grase Dollar
was stendlly drifting. The tug Wallula
iIs a stanch and powerful craft; her
captaln ia a brave man, and the harbor
in the O bin River bar & safe
ons, It s thus that the Washingtan
coast was robbed of anothar artraction
for Summer visitors by the close prox-
Imity of u safe barbor on the Oregon
coast.

For ence the memory of the "oldest
Inhabjtant” in regard to the “‘worst
weather ever” has been verified by the
records of the Weather Bureau. Feb-
ruary, 1904, went out with a downpour
of rain driven by o cold wind, thus
compieting the story of the most
stormy, rainy, chilly and generally dis-
ngrecable February In Western Orégon

for - the past twenty-two yYeare ' Not |

only this, but the month jeft a record of
the heaviest ralnfall of any sorrespond’
ing month in thjrty-four years, or since
any official record of precipiiatibn has
been kept. Well, what of It? It is
pust, and it has left the promise of an
early Spring and the certainty of an
ll:m;dam harvest. And, so kindly do
the people of Western Oregon take to
even an excess of pre¢ipltation (when
it*does not taks the form of snow) that
the health of the pablic has been gener.

induced by wind and raln small

A Mitigating Circumstance.
Wesnt Side Enterprise
Captalo S8am White, chal

Democratic Btate Ceniral lee, de-
iivered a telling shock to Jeffersonlan wim-
plieity by appearing at the mesting of the
committes on Washington's birthday in a
silk tile bat and » Prince Albert coat. But
otherwise the chalrman set D ney a
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SONAL EQUATION.
New York Sum' :

‘Modt of the’ obwervers and the writers
who Bave tried to Work out the personal
equation involved In the meeting of the
Russiafi and the Jap, which secms inev-
Hadlé sboner or later, have fgured out
thatr, take him for all in all, the Nttle
yellow man s es good & fghter as his
stalwart foe.

They bave sesn him overwhelm and
rout the Chinese, they have seen him
march side by side with his white broth-
ers on the way to Pekin nimble. resaluts,

tess, unliring, cheerful, and have sald
themgalves: “Here, at lust, 5 the
model Asiatle, the equal of the Europesn.”

That in the majority opinion. But there
is growing up s centrary bellef, which

good ‘example by subscribing for the West
Side Entergriss

Mentioning No Names,

Takima Republic.

Hepresentative Shafroth, who gave up
his seat in the House becaose, as he sald,
he was satisded upon investigation that
his election was sccomplished by fraud,
Is a pretty good man Therd are mem-
bérs of both houses who do not need an
tnveatigation to convincs them that they
were &lected by fraudulent methods who
are in no danger of following . Ehaf-
roth’'s example.

Take Your Exequatur.

Dayton . Courder.,

Perry Heath, secretary of the Repubil-
can National Committes, has vesigned,
which resignation, as stated In als-state-
ment, 18 due to the death of Senstor Han-
na. The iate Senator from Obdo has had
inld at his door many delinguencies, but
this is too much, If Heath appreciated
the fitness of things he would take a boat
to the middle of the deep blue sen and
take a header, but It would be a wisa pre-
caution to sttach a pile driver welght to
hiz heels before doing so. The party
which he claims and the couniry whizh
he dishomors would both be wall rid of
him.

Balt Wells in Polk County.

Brownsviie Times.

Charies O'Brien, who owns a fia™m near
Monmouth, says the nelghborhccd where
he now lives ls excited over the salt well
which was recont'y dug on the Whiteaker
plate. This well {8 on the same farm as
the one dug by Banker Hirmschberg, of In-
dependence. and gives promise of prodife-
Ing enough salt of fine quality tw supply
the entire state. The water In the well
has been analysed and contalng 75 per
eent of salt. ' Machinery for an lmmennts
plant has been ordeged for some weeks
and is expected to arrive in the course of
about two weaks when the work of puri-
fying salt wiil commence.

Might Do Waorse.

Aurora Borealls,

It is to be regretted that the Lewls and
Clark Fair will not be opes Bundays. If
the straight-laced element want to en-
force the blue laws to such an extent,
street-car service, police and fire protec-
tlon might a8 well be suspended on Sun-
days nlse, The Falr, az we see |t, Is
supposed to be of public benefit—an educa-
tional feature—and Sunday is the only day
when laborers and people lUving nesar
Portlapd can attend without losing time.
Thoss who llke to attend chureh onn and
will 'do so anyway, and the nonchurch-
goers are apt to spend SBundays In amuch
worse places than on the Falr grounds,

Iignores the Photograph,
Deschutes Echo

Binger Hermann has recommended to
the President iwo men for one office. The
Fresident nominated the one that Her-
mann really dida't want and refuses to
withdraw It. Hermann is the same old
shifty, tricky, boneless Binger. The Presi-
dent showed a friendly attitude towarda
his. discharged servant during the time
that Binger was running for Congress, but
that exhibition of good fealing was.mads
for the benefit of the muiititude and the
President takes this opportunity to show
the ex-Commissioner that he ljikes neither
kide nor hair of him, and will not stand
any dog tricks from the Oregon man.

May Be It Belongs to Depositors.
Ellensburg Capital.

It has been the boast of the Seattle
bankers that there s 5500000 lylng !dle
In the vaults of the banks of that elty,
yet when a hig bullding is to be erectad
or an enterprisa of importance i= under-
taken, it is 3 noteworthy fact that San
Francisco, Boston and New York are
always called upon to supply the money.
Not Jong since, Alaaka mining men who
have acoumulated $LOM000 in that coun.
try, roncelvad the idea of purchasing =
prominent business corner (ot In the heart
of tha elty. They wers ambitious and
wanted to erect a I&story sky-scraper
on their realty, and aftar sounding the
Seattle moneyed men and bank, they dis-
covered the tales of wealth were shadowy
fiction. Ban Francisco was finally pre-
valled upan to furnish the money, 8
paltry 00,000 Meantime, the Inquisitive
public wants to knaw where the banks
are hiding the 534,000,000,

Some Advantage in Variety.

Winston's Weekly.

The Oregonian I8 growing ecloquent an
the subject of Babbath observance. In its
2ol o sdeocating the “‘open door' for
the Portland Falr, on Sundays, it not only
knocks' Genesls, Deuteronomy and the
saints generally galiey west, but it even
goes so far as to charge God himself with
being lllogical because, as it alleges, he
gives one reason for remembering the sev-
enth day and keeping it holy In Genesis
and a different reason jn Deuteronomy.

Provided boih rensons ard good, we ses
no ground for eriticiam of the Delty, even
i they are inconsistent, which they are
not.

If we were to apply The Oregonian's
logie to ltself, where, In the language of
the gentieman from Georgla, would It b=
at? It is & ootorious fact that there are
oftapn as many as three differefit editorials
In the same lssue of The Oregomian, ail
on the same subject, all different In style,
each inconsistent with the other, and yet
all parfoctly logical and convincing. This,

‘g0 far from detracting from the Influence

and reputation of our highly osteemed
contemporary, Is precisely what has given
{t the widespread power and general credit
it possessen, and so richly deserves,
Meantime, If (t comes to a show-do
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¢ be ignorsl, heonuse it js advanced
by men. whose intelligense and cxperience
and opportusities for observation entitle
thedr views to respect.

These dissenters polnt out, In the fArst
place, that tha Japaness have pever yot
locked horns with a white people. What-
evel they have won has been won from
their own kind. Their wars have besn
with. Chinamen or among themseives

Moreover, they are not o seafuring peo-
ple. They have pot yet had time to ak-
quice the habil of the son, which counts
wonderfully when the big guns begin to
speak. For more than 20 years they
ciomed thefr ports and held aloof from
maritims traffic, and thelr critics say
that they are as yet Indifféerent sallors

*“l don't know whether the Japaness
have had mdre than their share of ma-
rine disasters since they began to bulld up
AR ocean commerce,'” sald a nuval offfcer
who has served long in Eastern waters
“put I "do kmow that the [nsurunce
companjes will not insure a big stoamship
commanded by Japanese. ]t wasn't 56 in
the beglnning. but now all the Japaness
liners are capinined by Buropeéans ar
Americans. Isn't that fact rather sig-
nificant 7

This same officer = one 'of the comparn-
tively few who réjéct the prevailing aptim.
lsm as to Japanese military potentiality.

“I base my opinion,’" sald he to a Sun
Teporier, “on a considernble knowledge of
Japanese history and & long and intimate
study of Japaness charmcter and customs
To sum it all up, 1 belleve that the Jap-
anese has not the staminn of the BEuro-
pean and the American.

**He i» brave, patriotic, urdent, absolute-
ly feiarless of death, .a splondid soldier
tat I think that in the wreek and straln
and carnage of a naval battle with white
men thers will come a time when he will
lie down and refuse to fisht.

“I could give you instances from Jap-
anese history which tend to bear ma out
For example. In 1867, 8 petty knights of
the Chomiu clan formed a conspitacy to
assassimate the present Emperor, who
wae then living at Kioto and was ruler (o
name only.. Tha plot miscarried.

“What wouldd any slmilar band of white
comspirators have donel Why, try to ge=t
nway, of course, fight to the st diteh,

“What did the 84 Japs do? They went
out on o neighboring hill and every man
of them committed harl-kirl without an
effort to saye himeelf. That was the re-
sult of custom, fatalilsm, the habit of
mind which leads a people to go just so
far with a despernte enterpriso and then,
It 1t miscarries, surrender to destiny.

*“To give another and perhaps a moroe
eaxlly appreciable tllustration, every white
man who understands how to bargnin
with an Oriental knows that the Japanese
if you press him and corner him, will
throw up his hands just as he seems to
ba most Insistent on his demand, and ex-
clatm ‘Skathganl,' which mean's ‘Itcan’t
be belped.”

“it's tha same with every other diffoutly
that ecan't be overcome—Skatagani! It
can’t be helped,

“BSome of us belleve that If the Japaness
and Russisos meet in naval battie, the
Japa will fight bravely at the beglaoning
and then their fatalism will assert Itself
and ‘Skatagan!” will give the victory to
the unyleldiog Slav.”

That's a minority opinlon. but it's =
good one to meditate and ponder.

e e e

An Overrated Accomplishmient.

PORTLAND, Feb. 5.—(To the Editor.)—
Apropoa of spelling, I serlously suggest to
you that spelling does not always and ac-
curately Indicate pronunciation, as wit-
ness “‘to remd” and “"bave read,” "to
slough™ mnd “the slough.” noe derivation
s “lady" and “bosky."! Good apeiling is
not & mark of hralns or knowledge. Nao
one who knows a lcngunge s helped to
the meaning of n ssntence by (& speiling.
Bpelling at best {5 a mere triumph of mem-
ory, an overratsd aceompiishment [t ls
a part of this mechanic and unindividunl
age. And with the modern tendency to
prefer form to substance the man of solid
information who “misspells I anecered at
by the insipid product of some dictionary-
ridden high school who will never paass
beyond madiocrity. We value spelling too
highly. Its prime object Is to Indicate
sound. The makers of English spelled as
they wpivased and they undérsiood esach
other and the world understands them
Newapipers have done much to exalt this
parrot art by meering At mistakes In
spelling. Shakespeare would be “{lilter
ate' today. I spell wall myself. w.
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THE DEMOCRATIC DILEMMA.

I¥ Mr. Cloveland thinks the prospect is 50
bright for & Democrat to maks the trip to the
White ¥Mouse, why doesn’t he consent to under-
take the jobT Lous of folke want kim to—
Richmoond Times (Dem.).

Tt Mr. Cleveland means to transfer his man-
tie he has tnkem a poor way to discourige
these enthusinsin, who wiil be (napired by his
descriptisn to exclaim: ““Theu art the man''—
Chieago Record-Heruld ifnd ).

Evidently Lawyer Edwari M. Shepard has
thrown awny politioal ambition—for the pres.
est, at say rate. His resigration of a publy
employmiant o order (o bave Els time and
brainy free for the service of the Pennsylivania
Baliroad =rd osther corporations |a eloguent
proof of that.—Hartford Courant (Rep.).

‘Ex-Prasident Cleveland is not alogs i think-
tog that the time Is nesr at hand for Demo-
erutle success. But the great guestion I this:
Wil the Democrats who have been shapi=sg
the pasty’s ‘polley the wTOng Way now profit
by thelr experiemce and make & start in the
right directionT—Davenport Democrat {Dem).

When Mr. Brynn talks of a candidute being
secTetly mortgsged 1o Wall strest he lowers
the level of Bls remarke from discussion 0
nonsense. In short, Mr. Bryan's comments on
Mr. Cleveland's utterances but lemd welght to
what the #x-President has said and emphusize
the Importance of following bis advice —~Utica
Obsorver (Dem.).

What shall be dane?! Mr Cleveland wha
Bas sever Défors ventured to guide the Na-
tional polioy ak o the Fhilippines, adviees that
wa shall reirace our stups f A mistakss
sourse Bas Been entered upom. A8 he Indleates
fs the fact  Thers is no good resson why we
whould mot treat the Filipihos ss well aa we
Bave trestmd the Cgbams Both peoples have
an undoubled right o povern (=Ermselves.—
Hartford Times (Dem).

Mr, Ceveiand thus iy defl htm
saif om what the next Democmatic platform
should be: “Lat that messmge b exprossed
i ianguage easily undesstood, unoomfused by

1 aad hed by the taine of jug-
tmoes and questiona no lanser
intervet ehould bDe man-

glery. ORaolote

7 BOTE AND COMMENT.
Strange the devil hus mever protested
sgainst Sherman’s definition of war,

Captaln Reed, of the Wallula, appears
to know something about hmndling & tug.

Unlon men are warnad agalfwe drink-
iug non-gndon whisky., All of ua are
warned agsinst drinking any kind of
whisky,

If Dowis went to Australla for his
henlth, he showed pood semec. Exircise
s good  for everybody, and Dowle xots
plenty of It sprinting” from the mobs.

The Rusalan eorrespondent of the Asso-
clated Press .at Port Arthur must be
an excitable chap, If one may judge from
his deseription of the “belching guns™
amt so forth,

“How to Sall a Ship When on Fire” la
the title of 3 jecture to be given in Vie-
torta The Ustenér should get
the Quuen, to take

thisa werk
Captain Cousins,

his place

of

the Deschutes Fine
Wool Company's ranch, a few miles west
of Prineville, wan to subscribe for &
good trade paper, o he forwarded & sub-
seription to the Ham's Hern

The Ram's Horn tréats of shesp and
goBts, to be sure, but they are of the
human kind, those that will be separated
on the Day of Judgment.

The manager of

Wiatscheainvo Konstantinovitaeh von
Plevhe! Have you aver heard of him?
unks the Seattle Commonwenlth. Wall,
Irt another sense than that occcasioned
by an attempt to pronouance his name
Wiatsoheslavo Is Minlstér of the In-
lor and Secratary of Stata of Russia,
and among & people noted for inhuman
cruelties he 18 recogniazed as past mas-
toer. His chief diversion is to Invent
new tortures for suspects; his fnvorite
amusement to send comparatively Inafe-
fensive people to the Siberian mines,
He s now undoubtedly preparing on &
Inrge scale to boll the Japs in off or
flay them alive. Were 1 3 Jap 1 should
pray the gods to protect me from a pen-
tieman with such a oame a5 Wintaches-
lavoe Konstantinovitsch, He must ba
bad one. 5

ter

The Chicago Journal compiles the
following questiona and answers:

If 304 Japs land on Corean soll, and thas
Comacks (efeat them, how many will be
Killkcd I 15 minwtes’ Oghting?

Answer—iT, N3,

If the Hussian squadron at
numbers 23
makes thres atiachka
ships will be lest In the three batiles?

Answnr—i230 sunic 7 blown up, 3 dis-
ahind and 158 captured

If a yawl contuining two drenken Ruossias
smallors hits & mine and |s blown to pletea,
what Is the damuge?

ARawer—A 130-foot transport s destroyed,
and 403 men Bad watery graves

If a Russlan gunne ungen to clip a Jag
warship on ihe armor-pinte and therehy
makes o half-ioch dent, what is the destroc-
tlen ¥

Answer—Five battlenkips and two armored
cruisers wsunlk, and over #5000 Japs anmi-
hilatesd

Part Arthue
and the Japanese fAeet
fow many Russizs

vonnein,

The writers for the funny papers have
written jokes gal about the mossen-
ger Loy, lkening his speed  unto the
galt of a turtle. but It remained for one
of the sabjects of these jokes o coln an
unconscious jest far beiter than the ma-
jority of the printed witlcisms, says the
Philadeiphia Press

The incident ogcurred at DBroad and
Chestnut streets, and the actors.wers two
mighoniter hoys One of the youngwiyse

running down Brond street at o
spedd that was hardly typleal of the ‘mes-
senger boy., Another boy tmd st left
the  Western Union Telegraph Of-
flece at the corner of Chestout strest
and waa stroiling siowly wp Broad,
his eoyem glusd on the jast dime
novel of the “Terrible Terror's: Tu-
muiuous Times.” When tha slow-
guing boy spotted the swift-speeding
mesengeer, his eyves stood out with amaze-
ment and in tones of anxious inquiry, he
cried out:

“Hully gee, B
Aln't you workin'?

re

Wat's da matter?

The favorite pastime of the “biack-
and-white” artlat., responsible for so
many comie skeatches, i to read of some
deadiy disease, proferably a new one,
g0 to bed imagining he bhas it le
awake all night, seek his doctor In tha
morning and get assurance that be is In
porfoct health and then go back chear-
fully 10 work, says the Batuniay Evening
Post.

One morning not Jong ngo he turned up
at the doctor's just as the man of madi-
cine was getting into his carringe.

“I"m in u hurry,” called the doctor, "and
ean't stop to see you; but it's all right—
you haven't got "

“Haven't got what?” demanded the as-
tonished artist.

““Whatever you think you've got. Nota
symptom of it Good-bye,” and he drove
RWRY. - ’

“well. now,” sald Levering, turning to
a2 lamp-post as the ouly witndss of the
scemo, “that's the time he's
I kmow I've got it—ton dollaow In my
pocket to pay his jast DEN: but I be's
sure [ haven't, T'll try to et In lins with
his last dlagnosis. ™ and he went around to
his club and sat In a little ganie of draw,
which cams out n= he expectad

—_——

OUT OF THE GINGER JAR.

Doctor—Your wife must keep out of sxoite-
ment, Mr. Brisgue—8he exn't, Doctor. She
curries It around with der.—lndlanapolls
Jonrmnal,

“Hae'sn worked bard all his e “Why,
I womder?™ ‘8o he'll have something to
live on when work weaars him out.”—ietralt
Frée Press,

fite—I1 am not the only girl you have sver
K imaod Be—iHow do you know that? She—
Woll, F've bad some experisnce mymell —De-
trpit” Free Press,

“fast night. at the Tourains, I thought I
could see six fingers om my Jeft hand*™
“You~ must beve one or fwo fingerd Cob
much!—Harvard Lamypoon, .

“Has your fOrying machizme sver bosm gce

“¥es,” nftgwsred the young
imventar “The foiks used 3t for
kindling last weel "—Washinglon Star.

“EBome men’ sald ihe guolsr,

soxte achieve greatness—*

tha : & © %,
tikely to maks yoo s historical
S o
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