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YESTERDAY'S WEATHER Maximum tem-
perature, 38 deg.; minimum, 35. No precipi-
tation.
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AN ILLUSTRATION PROM SAXEM.

In the recent municipal campaign in
the City of Salem one of the strong
arguments of the Republicans was that
their ticket had been nominated, at a
direct primary and that the nominees
were the choice of the whole party and
not of any clique of bosses. The mem-
bers of the party were evidently very,
well satisfied with the candidates chos-
en in this manner, for almost the entire
ticket was elected in opposition to a cit-
izens' ticket The Citizens' administra-
tion had given a satisfactory adminis-
tration for five years, and was ousted
omy by the unification of the Republi-
can party in Salem. Salem Republicans
revolted against ring rule and the party
gained control again only after a plan
had been adopted by which every can-
didate and every member of the party
had a fair chance to be heard. The
Citizens campaign managers admitted
that the Republicans had named a
ticket of good, clean men.

The workings of the direct primary
nominating system In Salem show
something of what can be gained by
the adoption of that'method of choosing
party candidates. No mar. who aspires
to a place on the ticket and is defeated
can say that he was turned down by a
ring. The members of the party and
not the bosses made up the ticket, and
no manipulation can prevent the man
who has the greatest popular support
from being the nominee. Under the
direct nominating system there can be
no excuse for a man bolting his party
ticket There seems to be no reason
why the direct nominating system
should not work as well In county and
state affairs as it did in the Salem city
election. The direct nominating sys-
tem is not offered as a cure for all
political ills. Under the best system of
choosing candidates there will be Im-
perfect results. The friends of the pro-
posed law claim that it is an advance
over present methods, and this is enough
to commend It to favorable attention.

COMMENDABLE DILIGENCE.
The diligence with which the Child

Xiabor Commission is striving to carry
out the letter and spirit of the child
labor law Is deserving of all praise. If
this law is meddlesome, as asserted by
some, the Best way to secure its revis-
ion upon points wherein it transcends
the province of law is to urge its strict
enforcement. If it Is meddlesome, bur-
densome or Impertinent In the assump-
tion of a public function over the pri-
vate rights of the individual, It will not
be able to withstand the disfavor of the
public beyond another session of thelegislature. If wholesome In its pro-
visions and equitable In its operation;
if, "tt'th a long look into the future, it
insures the decrease of juvenile crime
followed by a substantial decrease In
the criminal population a generation
hence. It will be upheld, and after a fewyears of experiment and opposition the
work of the commission charged with
the duty of seeing that this law is
forced will become relatively easy.

Let the child labor law, therefore, be
strenuously enforced. If it is a good
law we want it; if a meddlesome law,
we "want to know It There is but one
way to establish the facts in the case,
and that way the Child Labor Com-
missioners are treading with deter-
mined step. Furthermore, as an object-lesso- n

in the enforcement of what Is
known as reform legislation the work
of the Child Labor Commission is Inter-
esting. The activity displayed chal-
lenges the admiration of even the op-
ponents of the law. No inoperative stat-
ute this, but one with a vigorous work-
ing power behind it The anti-cigare-

law, if thus championed, would be en-
forced.

The lawmaking body, being human,
not Infrequently makes mistakes. Over-
borne by the pressure of the individual
reformer, or the entreaties of the earn-
est man or woman with an idea. It
sometimes gives its sanction to laws of
doubtful wisdom and practicability. If
public opinion does not support the let-
ter of the law, its spirit dies within It;
it becomes a dead statute, and, em-
balmed In public indifference, retains
Its place by simple sufferanpe upon the
state's statute-book- s. What a rattling'
of dry bones, followed by an awakened
Interest In public affairs, would follow
an official determination equal to that
displayed by the Child Labor Commis-
sion, to enforce our practically inoper-
ative laws! What urgent demands for
the repeal of laws deemed meddlesome,
inexpedient and officious would follow
such an awakening! The example that
the Child Labor Commission has set In
this direction Is a worthy one, and one
that. If generally followed by those
Charged with the enforcement of law,

would In a few years winnow out our
silent laws or give them standing: be-
fore the public, to which all law Is

THE XESPONSIBIUTr ON JAPAN.
It begins to be pretty clear that If there

is war in the Orient, Japan Will have to
begin It Russia does not desire the re-
sponsibility of opening the struggle: the
Czar himself Is a lover of peace; it suits
Russia's purposes better to delay than
to precipitate matters, and the Jew
financiers of Europe have apparently
made It Impossible for her to borrow
any more money. Russia has made such
good progress through diplomacy that
she prefers to continue in that way,
rather than take her chances in war,
and she realizes that her relative ad-
vantage over Japan Is likely to Increase
with time. Sfie is seeking, therefore, to
placate the Japs with the fewest pos-

sible concessions.
The decision, accordingly, rests with

Japan, and it certainly looks as if the
game little power Is determined to join
the issue. The War feeling runs high
and may at any moment sweep the gov-
ernment into hostile operations. Japan
can raise her own funds, for a consid-
erable period, at least, and the people,
especially the army, seem to be imbued,
with a sublime assurance of success.
Japan has been growing very restive
under Russian aggression, and has cul-

tivated an exalted pride and ce

since the result of the war with
China. Her resentment at the settle-
ment then, with its advantage to Rus-
sia, Is natural and not discreditable;
and the merits of her present rather
cocky attitude can be determined only
upon trial. It Is not reassuring that
the more pacific Russia grows, the more
anxious Japan ieems for war. In such
a mood she may easily overreach her-
self.

The fact is that Russia's ostentatious
preference for peace and Japan's eag-
erness for war, however flattering to
Japan's national pride and conducive to
applause from the galleries, can hardly
fall to inure to Japan's disadvantage,
once blood begins to flow and the peace
of Europe Is menaced. Europe will feel
like saying to Japan: "You were deter-
mined to get Into this mess, were you?
Well, now let us see how you are going
to get out" The treaties and alliances
the belligerents have with other great
powers seem, when reduced to their
lowest terms, to conserve, not the in-

terests of either Russia or Japan, but
the peace of Europe, or the balance of
the powers. France will come to Rus-
sia's aid In case Great Britain or Ger-
many takes the field for Japan. On the
other hand, Great Britain will help
Japan, so Mr. Balfour explains the
treaty, in case France joins Russia.

This means, of course, that European
powers have little or no notion of get-
ting hurt in this struggle. The reluc-
tance of Great Britain, especially, should
exert a restraining influence upon
Japan, and there can be little doubt
that this has been the conscious hope
and aim of British diplomacy. Now if
in spite of the restraining hand of Great
Britain, Japan Insists on going to war,
the sympathy she can count on from
British sources will be appreciably less
than might otherwise have been ex-
pected.

The reluctance of Great Britain to aid
Japan will be generally accepted In this
country as a mistake; for it is certainly
to Great Britain's interests to resist
Russian aggression by every means at
command. For this British hesitation
no adequate explanation has been of-

fered. It Is partly due; no doubt, to the
dread felt by the commercial Interests
for war at any time; but Is probably re-

lated closely also to the apprehension
with which the empire's future is re-
garded an apprehension not allayed by
Mr. Chamberlain's calamity campaign,
the cost and bereavements of the Boer
War, and the general conviction of the
civilized world that Russia's advance
In Asia is not to be checked by Japan,
war or no war.

TID3 JETTY MUST BE COMPLETED.

No lead line has yet fathomed . the
depths of that wild mass of water that
rushes through the narrow chasms at
Celllo When Nature permitted the
waters of the Columbia to break through
the Cascade Mountains, she placed a
decidedly small' limit on the width of
the channel which the big stream was
to occupy, but there was no limit to the
depth. The bulk: of water swelled Into
vast proportions by the accumulations
of thousands of streams that had drained
millions of square miles of territory,
encountering this narrow gateway, in ef-

fect, turned up on edge, slipped through
at terrific speed, and, emerging west of
the barrier, spread out into Its former
shape, and at a more leisurely gait .pro-
ceeded seaward. Thus was demon-
strated that the waters of the big
stream could be forced to scour out a
channel of great depth If confining bar-
riers of sufficient strength to hold It
were provided.

After providing a way through the
Cascades for the Columbia, Nature per-
mitted the stream to wander on to the
Pacific without encountering any more
barriers of consequence. At intervals,
however, she placed forbidding cliffs
and rocky banks which restrained the
stream from spreading too far. One of
the first of these barriers encountered
below Portland Is the rocky formation
extending from St Helens well down
toward Columbia City. The river at
this point made no headway In eating
In on the rocky wall on the Oregon
shore, but It spread out toward the
Washington shore to such an extent
that St Helens bar wa3 for more than
a quarter of a century the worst ob-

struction In the river. Then, the engi-
neers, taking their cue from what Na-
ture had done at Celllo, erected a stanch
breakwater on the Washington side
The river immediately adapted iCself to
the bounds set by these barriers, artifi-
cial and natural, and today the largest
ships afloat would strike no obstruc-
tion in crossing what was formerly St
Helens bar.

Another of Nature's barriers stands
at the foot of that magnificent stretch
of water below Walker's Island. The
deepest ships .glide along under the
rock walls of Bunker Hill, with a hun-
dred feet of water beneath their keels.
At numerous other points along the
river Nature has erected the necessary
barriers for one side of the river, and
wherever man. has placed a suitable
dyke to complete the restriction of the
river's movements, a deeper channel
has always been securd. As a result of
this work, coupled with dredging at
points where permanent dykes have not
yet been erected, Portland today has
the best channel that has ever existed
between this city and Astoria.

Unfortunately, the bar at the mouth
of the river Is not so well under con-

trol and is showing a poorer depth rel-
atively than the river. Past attempts
to confine the water at the mouth of the
river have demonstrated that the jetty.
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which is practically the same in, prin-
ciple as the dykes or breakwaters built
In the river, will control the move-
ments of the big volume of water, and
by narrowing its bounds. Increase Its
depth. This Is no longer a theory. We
have had actual experience with the
jetty, and that experience is a guar-
antee that all of the water that will be
needed on the bar can be secured by
extending this barrier farther out to
sea. The money now available for
this work Is Insufficient to enable the
completion of the Jetty to a point where
the best results will- - be possible. Much
of that now available would be prac-
tically lost If the work once started
should be permitted to lag before It is
completed.

It is accordingly Imperative that all
possible pressure should be brought to
bear to secure funds sufficient to admit
of uninterrupted work on the Jetty. The
amount now available will only carry
the jetty to a point 4000 feet from the
terminus selected by the engineers. The
failure to complete this 4000 feet may
nullify all of the good that might result
from the expenditure of the money now
available. The dredge Chinook will be
a valued aid to the Jetty, but the time
has arrived when permanent improve-
ments are an absolute necessity, and
thus far the Jetty system has proven
the nearest approach to a permanent
guarantee of deep water of anything
that has been tried. This is a matter
In which every producer In the Colum-
bia Basin Is Interested, and the work of
securing the money needed should not
be delayed until Ihe present appropria-
tion Is exhausted and the waves of the
Pacific are battering down an unfin-
ished structure, adding a shameful
waste to Inexcusable neglect

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
The hanging of two men in this state

within a period of eight days will start
a protest among a certain class of peo-
ple against capital punishment The
arguments ofTered against the death
penalty are well known and need no
repetition here. In answer to any the-
ories that may be advanced to the con-
trary, it is sufficient to say that in
states where capital punishment has
been abolished there has been no de-
crease in crime, but In gome cases mur-
ders have Increased. In several states
capital punishment was once abolished
and afterward restored, because of the
Increased number of homicides. Cer-
tainty of punishment commensurate
with the crime exercises a very deter-
rent influence.

The execution of .murderers at the
State Penitentiary should have a very
wholesome effect upon the prisoners
confined in that institution. While
none of the convicts witness the execu-
tion, all are aware of what has taken
place, and In the solitude of their cells
they have abundant opportunity to re-
flect upon the consequences of contin-
ued violation of law. New prisoners
who are received from time to time
bring in the latest criminal news. If a
murderer is to be hanged, the day and
the hour are known to every man within
the prison walls. When the appointed
hour has arrived and the whole prison
is as quiet as a graveyard, every con-
vict must be deeply Impressed with the
thought of what Is taking place In the
execution chamber near by. Men who
have refused to recognize any right ex-
cept might will learn a much-neede- d

lesson when they see right quietly butsurely demonstrating Its might and
they will have respect for the laws of
organized society.

The purpose of hanging is not to wreakvengeance upon the murderer but to
prevent others from committing a sim-
ilar crime. For the accomplishment of
this end no better place could be chosen
for conducting executions than the
State Prison, where several hundred
criminals are confined. Whether viewed
from the standpoint of economy, con-
venience or public welfare, the change
In the place of execution is a desirable
one.

THE HANDICAP OF PATERNALISM.
A man whose talents enable him to

command a salary of $100 per month in
any Industrial occupation will hesitate
before relinquishing such a position for
an easier berth with the Government
at the same salary. If the man pos-
sesses merit, he has an indefinite lease
on his commercial position, and chang-
ing politics and changing employers
will not disturb him or place his posi-
tion In Jeopardy. His own efforts and
his own work keep him in this position,
independent of any outside assistance,
or "pull." He Is undisturbed by polit-
ical assessments and the ever-recurri-

periods when the "outs" supplant the
"Ins." In short, his mind Is free to pro-
duce the best results because it is ed

by the possibilities that are ever
before the man affected by the chang-
ing fortunes of the political parties.
This naturally is a reflection on the po-
litical system which permits merit
where it exists to be shoved aside to
make way for spoilsmen. It Is a con-
dition, however, and not a theory, that
we are facing, and the man who aban-
dons a position in commercial life for
one with the Government at the same
salary In most cases expects to even up
for the slight sacrifice of Independence
by doing less work. In short, he ex-
pects the Government to pay him more
for the same amount of work than he
can command by his own ability.

Here, In effect, Is a confession that he
Is too weak to cope with the competi-
tion of the industrial world, and seeks
a subsidy for his labors with the Gov-
ernment Slightly different In its work-
ings, but with the underlying principle,
or rather lack of principle, of getting
something for nothing, is the proposed
ship subsidy matter. The market for
freight and passenger carriers, like the
market for labor, should be governed
by the laws of supply and demand,
which regulate trade the world over.
These laws are well understood by the
trade, and will naturally work out the
shipping problem on legitimate lines
without Government interference or
aid. They will in the end leave the
very men who now seek subsidies In a
more Independent position. They can
work farther ahead and lav out nians
which they know will not be disturbed
by political complications and restric-
tions which might affect the subsidy.

No stronger evidence of the worth-lessne- ss

of subsidies has ever been of-
fered than that of Mr. Em 11 L. Boas,
general manager of the Hamburg-America- n

steamship line, a concern em-
ploying 127 ships of 637.091 tons and op-
erating on thirty-fiv- e different routes in
all parts of the world. This fleet has
grown from twenty-si- x vessels of 65.000
tons in 18SS, and. with the exception of
a subsidy paid by the government for
the operation of two steamers In the
Eastern Asia service in 1900, It has re-
ceived no subsidy whatever from any
source. Two years' experience under
the subsidy, where only two vessels
were involved, were sufficient, and the

vessels were withdrawn, the company,
In the language of Manager Boas, "pre-
ferring to maintain Its own service to
Eastern Asia without government re-

strictions." An explanation of this
wonderful growth without subsidies Is
found In the memorial of the Hamburg
Merchants' Society protesting against
granting subsidies. It says in part:

The growth and prosperity of National trade
are. before all. created by the natural talent
and disposition of a people. Governmental
measures, whether they consist In throwing
artificial obstacles In the way or foreign

or In direct support cf the NaUonal
Cag. may here and thaee bring temporary ad-
vantages to Individual enterprises, but they
will never be able permanently to raise and
elevate the shipping interest. On the con-
trary, as experience has shown In France, they
paralyze Individual energy, and endanger the
spirit of enterprise, and effect the decline. It
not the ruin, of trade. In the interest of Ger-
man commerce and of the National flag the
Hamburg merchants most earnestly and re-
spectfully pray that all Governmental meas-
ures lor their protection be definitely set aside.

This Is a protest based on actual ex-
perience. The Hamburg-America- n line
ha3 been the greatest
single factor in the growth of the big
German port The ships of that line
are today going to the uttermost ends
of the earth In search of business, and
are building up a trade unaided by sub-
sidies and unhampered by the restric-
tions that accompany them. Paternal-
ism in some lines of government may
be excusable, but In nearly all cases,
whether applied to individuals or indus-
trial enterprises, It kills ambition, ce

and Independence.

The efficacy of self-he- lp is shown In
the practical eradication of "scab" from
the flocks of Montana, white In the
States of Wyoming, Idaho and Colo-
rado, where sheepowners hang back for
Federal aid, it still exists. The sheep-
men of the latter states overwhelmingly
favor Federal dipping of meep for the
eradication of this disease, while those
of Montana prefer to deal with It di-

rectly through the state veterinary offi-

cers. The American Sheepbreeder re-
cently asked the opinion of 10,000 wool-growe- rs

west of the Mississippi River
in regard to "Federal dipping." From
the replies received, that journal finds
that fully three-fourt- hs of the sheep-
men of the Western country would hall
Federal control with satisfaction. Those
of Montana belong to the dissenting

h. An example of the reason-
ing of these Is furnished by the an-
swer of Colonel J. H. Rice, of Montant,
to .the question above noted, in which
he says:
If you will examine the laws touching eradi-

cation of scab In Wyoming. Oregon, Wash-
ington and Montana and then realize that
Montana alone has been successful, you will
understand why our sister states have not
been more successful. When a case of scab
Is reported to our veterinarian he sends a
deputy at once, and If he Is not perfectly
satisfied that the owner can and will properly
handle the sheep, he takes them out of his
hands and cleans them. The deputy Is al-
lowed f5 a day. This and all other expenses
Is charged up to the sheep.

Sheep husbandry Is one of the Indus-
tries that has grown prosperous
enough to take care of itself. It is
gratifying to find that some of the men
engaged In it believe this and think
that! the expenses Incident to Its suc-
cess should "be charged up to the
sheep."

"Fighting Bob" Evans informs the
Navy Department that the worst draw-
back to discipline in his command has
been the excessive use of alcoholic
drinks. To remedy this he recommends
the establishment of canteens In the
Navy where beer and light wines may
be sold to the men. Evans wa& always
credited with a strong desire to stir up
a row, and with this suggestion he will
probably succeed. There are large
numbers of people throughout the land
who are so well equipped with mis-
information and immature knowledge
regarding the sailor and the soldier that
they will be shocked by the proposal,
and they will proceed to communicate
the shock to the department The loud-
est complaint regarding sailor abuses Is
always heard from those who know
nothing of ships and the sea. The pro-
tests against the canteen have likewise
emanated from people whose knowledge
of spirituous liquors Is generally con-
fined to unexplalnable dislike for them,
notwithstanding their usefulness under
certain conditions.

The war in the Far East has supplied
an excuse for all sorts of fortunate and
unfortunate antics In the markets.
About ten days ago New York reported
a booming market on the strength of
trouble beyond the seas. Last week
there was a lighter trading In stocks,
and again did the impending war do
duty as an excuse. As for the wheat
market the chinch bug, the Hessian fly
and all of the rest of the pests have
never, even when working In company,
given It so many heart-breaki- turns
as It has suffered since the Jan and the
"Russian began talking- - ugly to each
other.

The frantic father over in Seattle who
gave his child strychnine instead of
magnesia the other night would be a
more legitimate object of sympathy
had he not kept the bottles that con-
tained the two substances "side by
side" on his dressing, table. Common
prudence stands aghast at carelessness
so utterly Inexcusable as this.

George Francis Train's brain has been
examined by Dr. Edward C. Spltzka
and Dr. Carleton Simon, and has been
found to weigh 53.8 ounces. In a list
which Dr. Spltzka keeps, Is Turgeneff,
with a brain weighing 71 ounces; Ben-
jamin F. Butler, 62 ounces; and Daniel
Webster, 634 ounces.

Another Religious View.
Catholic Sentinel (Portland).

Sunday opening of the Centennjai Expo-
sition next year Is forging to the front
as a vital problem, and is engaging the
earnest opposition of those that deisre to
proclaim their religiosity at all times and
under all circumstances. It is. of course,
well that undue activity be discontinued
at the fair on Sunday. No unnecessary
machinery should be permitted to run," And
the day should be as quiet as may'" be.
It la, however, most unnecessarily puri-

tanical to exclude the working people on
the only day upon which they can with
any convenience enjoy the exposition. It
will cot do to declare loftily that em-
ployers will be glad to let their men off
on other days. They may do It once, but
the worklngman most probably would like
to sec the wonders of the world more than
once during the Summer.

Wo have spent considerable sums of
money on parks and like places of,jecrea-tio- n.

We do not endeavor to exclude peo-
ple from them on Sunday. On the con-
trary, they are expected and exhorted to
come on that day.

The exposition Is presumed te be. If not
primarily, at least in a high tegree, ed-
ucative. Its many wonders wUf be a de-

light to the senses and the miai. not
once alone, but many times. TU Is wt
a question similar in character te tiw
closing of saloons on Sunday. JtatioMl
enjoyment so far from being tanafel, im
a. positive good.

SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST PRESS

Merely an Agent, Probably.
Cottago Grove Leaden

One of the freaks of prosperity Is found
In the announcement of a Southern Ore-
gon editor that he has money to loan.

Pretty, No Doubt, But
Moro Observer.

It well pays one to rise betimes these
hright frosty mornings. It would be hard
to Imagine, a prettier sight when the white
frost laces all the foliage and the land-
scape looks good enough to eat

Product of-th- e Atmosphere.
Eugene Record.

Herbert Johnson Is a Eugene product
and we have more like him. In fact
the very air surrounding Eugene is con-
ducive to production of men and women
of such character.

Hofer's Opinion of Republican Party.
Capital Journal.

a he Republican party in Oregon has for
seasons remained in power more on ac-
count of the vices of bad leadership and
sins of omission on the part of the oppo-
sition than by any positive merits or
virtues of its own.

Declination and Effect.
Woodburn Independent

Simon declares he la not a candidate
for kiie United States Senate. The gen-
tleman generally says Just what he
means. He certainly does not assume this
attitude because he has no chance, for his
star is again ascending. This declara-
tion makes him stronger than ever.

Steunenberg's Renewed Activity.
Lewis ton Teller.

The return of Steunenberg
to political power In the Democratic party
of Idaho as has been Intimated in many
sections of the state will probably be at-
tended by some strenuous objections on
the part of those who turned down the
chief a few years ago and are not dis-
posed to give up now without a struggle.
Steunenberg belongs to the reorganizers
and his return to control in Idaho would
place this state out of the hands of the
Bryan faction, and they could be counted
to vote for Cleveland or some other of
the reorganizers at the National Conven-
tion next July.

Remember the Worklngman.
Harrisburg Bulletin.

A very largo proportion of those who
depend upon their daily wages to support
their families, and who form links In
the great Industrial chain, cannot be
spared from their posts to visit the 1905
Fair, except they are given opportunity
through an open door on Sunday's. . It
Is suggested In this connection that these
people, being a principal factor in the
production of all the material wants of
dally life, are entitled to consideration in
this matter. To shut the door against
them on Sunday, their only available
time, would be a price out of all pro-
portion to be paid for the gratification of
the Sabbatarian.

There Are Qthere.
Salem Statesman.

United States District Attorney John
Hall has returned .from Washington, D.
C, after a two weeks' absence, and re-
ports that Senators Mitchell and Fulton
and ' Representatives Hermann and Wil-
liamson are w.orking hard and that "the
people of Oregon should be grateful that
their Interests are served so well in
Washington." Bue there are valid rea-
sons for believing that Judge Moreland,
and, perhaps, Mr. Brownell, may enter-
tain just as exalted an opinion of the
great services being rendered by our dis-
tinguished delegation in Congress as that
expressed by the fortunate hold-ov-

District Attorney.

Deserves a Better Fate.
Vancouver Independent

The fact that no river and harbor bill
will be introduced at this session of Con.
gress. Is a hard blow to' Vancouver.
Prospects for a liberal appropriation for
the Vancouver project was never so
bright before, and now comes the news
that the river and "harbor bill will go
over to the next session. Coming at this
time when .Clark County Is In the midst
of a great lumbering Industry, the news
is particuarly disheartening. But this
seems to be Vancouver's luck. The river
and harbor bill that was talked to death
three years ago carried an appropriation
for Vancouver of $18,000, while the bill
passed at the next session gave us but
$2000.

The Preference.
Boise Statesman.

The vertical system ot penmanship is
now undergoing critical investigation In
Salt Lake schools. This Is. in response
to objections to the system raised by a
number ot business men who are very
pronounced against It Superintendent
Christenson has determined to try a semi-vertic- al

system In two of the public
schools as an experiment The objections
arc that the letters are too large, that
there is not enough individuality In the
various hands, and that there Is not suffi-
cient freedom of movement for speed. The
system has been abandoned In the public
schools of Los Angeles and is undergoing
Investigation In other leading cities of the
Coast The system produces a crop of
plain writers, but the rs natur-
ally prefer the Spencerlan system, both
for speed and beauty.

Rivers and Harbors Suffer.
Aberdeen Bulletin.

Representative Hermann, of Oregon,
has protested strongly against the action
of the Rivers and Harbors Committee in
deciding not to report a river and harbor
bill at this session. He stated to Chair-
man Burton that It was false economy,
and that in most instances the damage
from failure to continue improvements
would cost more than the bllL We have
also the suggestion that in the districts
of a majority of the- - committee, the im-
provements under way are covered by
contracts and Tylll not suffer by reason
of the failure to make additional appro-
priations. There Is no doubt but that
politics had much to do with the action
of the committee and the pretended' econ-
omy Is but a play to the galleries. If
political reasons governed the action of
the committee, the best that can be said
of It is that it is a cheap- - type of politics.

One Assessor's Fortitude.
v Walls. Walla Statesman.

C. P. Strain, assessor of Umatilla
county, assessed the railroads In that
county at $12,000 a mile and made his
assessment stick, after a hard fight be-bo-re

the County Board of Equalization.
In an able address delivered before the
board. Assessor Strain proved that in
most of the Eastern states railroads
earning much smaller dividends that the
roads traversing Umatilla county are as-
sessed at from $25,000 to $50,000 a mile.
According to a decision of the United
States Supreme Court the market value
of a railroad's stocks and bonds may be
considered in determining the value of
a mile of track. In Walla Walla county
and throughout the state, according to an
agreement for uniform assessments of

"railroad property made by a state con
vention of assessors witn tree passes
In their pockets, the highest rate per mile
is $6600 for first-cla- ss trackage, and It
runs as low as $2000 per mile for side
bracks. Assessor Strain was also ten-
dered a free pass, but In spite of that he
had the honesty and Independence to as-

sess the railroads onJthe same basis as
other classes of property. The Umatilla
County Board of Equalization, although
tendered free passes Just as freely as
they are given to county commissioners
In this state, had the moral courage to
sustain the assessment made by Mr.
Strain. Too bad Washington could nor
have a Strain in every county to serve
as assessor and an extra supply to serve
m county boards of equalization.

DR. ANDREWS PISHAL PROPHECY

Chicago Record-Heral- d.

In his efforts to justify the acceptance
of financial aid from the head of the
Standard Oil trust for the. University of
Nebraska Chancellor E. Benjamin An-
drews passed from a reference to trust
methods to this cheerful and altruistic
prophecy:

Society, as it becomes more enlightened,
will snuff out the lives of sickly and deformed
Infants, to prevent their becoming at ma-
turity a burden to It and to themselves. As
with the cradle, so It will be with other cases.
A committee of skilled physicians, I firmly
believe, eventually will determine the fate of
those who are sickly, or whose recovery from
disease Is Impossible. Such persons. If the
physicians asree, wlli mercifully be put to
death.

Of course a lot of allowances mu3t be
made for a man who la reaching out for a
Bltce of the Standard Oil millions, but It
Is none the less regrettable that Mr.
Rockefeller's offer to the University of
Nebraska should have evoked such an In-
human and preposterous prophecy as this
from its chancellor as an argument In fa-
vor of accepting the gift

The idea of destroying the defective and
derelicts of course Is not a new one.
But It la now, as always, a shocking one,
and because great corporations crush out
small ones It is folly to argue that hu-
man society will ever go back to a state
of xbarbarlsm where It will deliberately de-
stroy weak, crippled or blind babies.

As a matter of fact, the care and solici-
tude which such babies require sweeten
and leavon the race. They are an In-
spiration to gentleness, teaching the hu-
man race to be kind and merciful. They
help to keep the race from dropping to
the level of the brute creation. The af-
fectionate care bestowed by a family upon
the crippled or blind member of the flock
is an impressive sermon upon the com-
mon kinship and brotherhood of man.

We will Hot exterminate weak Infants
not In this century. Even so scholarly a
man as Chancellor Andrews cannot turn
the hands of the clock backward.

Liked by Rcbust Democrats.
Mexican Herald,

Richard Olney, of Boston, who Is much
talked ot at present as a' possible Demo-
cratic candidate for President of the
United States, will be recalled as the
Secretary of State In President Cleve-
land's Cabinet who made a bold stand
against Great Britain in the Venezuelan
case. It was an audacious thing to do
at the time and a great storm arose
against Cleveland in the mugwump press
and among the college professors. Few of
them have yet really forgiven Messrs.
Cleveland and Olney for their stand
against "the mother country." Mr. Olney
Is not a young man now, but his brain
is clear and his physical vigor unimpaired.
He Is of Presidential size Intellectually,
a great diplomatist, a man of remarkable
political sagacity and a believer In the
expansionists doctrine with certain commo-

n-sense limitations. If Mr. Olney
were nominated ho would have the sup-
port of the robuster Democrats and of
tens of thousands of wealthy Republicans
who like his conservatism; ho would be a
candidate whose sturdy Americanism 'no-
body could question. His name would be
one of power in the land. He is a great
Democrat a patriotic American and a
gentleman.

What Vaccination Did.
Philadelphia Press.

"I had a striking Instance of the won-
derful efficacy of vaccination brought to
my attention last week," said a Philadel-
phia machinist to a Press man.

"One of the apprentices In our shop
was taken ill with what the doctor pro-
nounced ivy poisoning. After he had been
in bed two weeks it was discovered that
his disease was smallpox. The contagion
quickly spread through all his large fam-
ily, with one exception. This last was a
younger brother, who bad slept with the
patient through the first two weeks of
his sickness. He came off scatbless sim-
ply because he was the only member of
the family who had been vaccinated. I
wonder what the people
would say to that?"

Value of Shade Trees.
Boston Transcript.

Superintendent Pettigrew's appeal for
more shade trees in cities should not fall
on deaf ears, as this is a matter in which
the civic pride of the Bostonlan should
be aroused. Few people, it is feared, un-
derstand the commercial value of shade
trees, but horticulturists who have experi-
ence assert that a well-grow-n shade tree
has a commercial value of about $50. It
will be seen, therefore, that the shade
trees now In the streets of Boston repre-
sent a tangible asset of millions of dol-

lars. And It should be remembered that
each full-gro- tree represents but a
small original Investment the amount ex-
pended on each tree for planting and
care being but a email proportion of what
It soon becomes worth.

Infamy of Adulterating Drugs.
Louisville Courlcr-Journa- L

The adulteration of drugs is a double
evil. It Is not merely that the adulter-
ants put into them what may be injuri-
ous to health, but even when this Is, not
the, case they may so detract from "the
efficacy of the medicine that it will not
accomplish the purpose for which it Is in-

tended. A careful analysis of drug pro-
ducts which are largely Intended for
use in states other than those in which
they are manufactured ought therefore,
to contribute essentially to the protec-
tion of the public.

The Elevator Man.
(Chicago Tribune.)

The elevator man he knows a weighty lot of
things;

He knows the Inner purposes of statesmen and
of kings;

He'll tell you. why the weather man has missed
' It on his guess;
He'll tell you why the women wear the germ

enticing dress;
He knows the politicians and wiU tell their

every plan
If you would know a thing, go ask the ele-

vator man.

The elevator man dispenses news from floor to
floor.

And. every day surprises yoa because he knows
some more;

Ho knows a cure for all the sorts and kinds
of pains and aches.

And who goes on the carpet when the State-stre- et

cable breaks;
The prim stenographers who ride Matilda,

Jane or Fan
Their first names are remembered by the ele-

vator man.

He knows the horses racing, and the status ot
the track;

At getting Information he possesses quite a
knack

If there should be a fire alarm he will not
leave tils seat.

But he will tell you where it Is the house
and block and street;

He knows the population from Beersheba unto
Dan;

He .knows the drama's Ins and outs--th- e ele-
vator man.

He knows of the block when they
go up or down

He knows by looking at them If they walked
or rode uptown;

He knows the price of corn and wheat, and
how to kill the trusts;

He knows the names and pastimes of the top
and under crusts;

He's better on percentages than any baseball
fan;

He knows the time, without a clock the ele-
vator man.

The people git his knowledge as they come
and as they go

(

They ask the elevator man about each thing
they want to know.

From the chances of a foreign war to leaving
time of trains;

Unconsciously they all rely upon his busy
brains,

Tht wisdom of the world is In his comprehen-
sive scaa

if yoa ara igsoraat, go ask the elevator man, j

"$0TE ANDCOMMENT,

The smart set is as fast as ever. W. Ki
Vanderbilt Jr., holds the auto record..

Thousands of actors are said to be la.
hard luck, in the Middle States. The'
public has a short memory 'for those-tha- t

' "amuse It
Despite the beneficent influence of our

public schools, 89 out of every 100 middle-

-aged men spell "gnat" with a "k"
Instead of a "g."

Caspar Whitney assures the readers ot
the February Outing that he has no fears
whatever for the safety of Leonidas Hub-
bard, who has been. In Labrador for
some months.

The people of Los Angeles are uniting
In prayer for rain. ThV news doesn't
sound so amusing as stories that Chi-
nese are beating tom-to- to Invoke the
aid of some supernatural power against
foreigners, but. after all, there Is not" a
wide difference.

A Pendleton man stole 19 sacks of coal
with which to play roulette. Since the
rules of the house forbade the staking of
anything but money on the tables, the
coal had to be sold before the gambler
could proceed. This deprived Pendleton
of the spectacle of a man placing a sack
of coal on a number.

When the school teachers come to tackle
the questions in current history tnls
month they will be up against a tough
proposition. Suppose they are asked on
Thursday what differences exist between
Japan and Russia. If they have read
Tuesday's news, they will learn a thou-
sand points of difference, all of them de-

nied and explained away on Wednesday.
A Spokane preacher prevented a panic

by telling his congregation that a Are In
the church was under control when it
wasn't Thl3 preacher's lib has excited
more attention than It deserves; there
are many preachers that con their congre-
gation into the belief that they have cer-
tain eternal fires under control when they
haven't

London has a society known as tho
Dogs' Protective League. This organiza-
tion trains women as nurses not of
men, but of dogs. Certificates of profi-
ciency are granted after a period of pro-
bation, and the nurses are sent out to
cases, just as are their sisters that look
after human patients. "Those who have
experienced the weariness of nlght-and-d-

nursing of some old favorite." naive-
ly adds the cable dispatch, "will greatly
appreciate the chance of trained help at
a moderate figure." And while the dogs
are being nursed, the hos-
pitals are turning away human sufferers.

The Canadian customs officials refuse
to permit the entry of show posters de-
picting scenes of violence. This Is a very
good Idea on the part of the Canadians,
and. its application should be extended.
Pictures In books should also be ruled off
the turf, unless they depict simple do-

mestic and pastoral scenes. Posters show-
ing the strangling of Desdemona should
be barred. The scene could be altered,
and the Moor might be shown gently
placing a chloroform-soake- d handker-
chief over the woman'3 face. There would
be nothing violent about this. Indeed, a
valuable moral would be Inculcated, name-
ly, that If you must kill someone, kill In
a genteel manner.

In George Moore's paper on Walter
Pater, published in February's fiLlp'pln-cott- 's

Magazine, he says:
At first sight It will seem to the casual

critic that the omission of some of tho qual-
ifying clauses' which overrun Pater's- sentences
would be a gain, but let him attempt to takeaway one, and he will see how necessary are
these apparent redundancies. He wished to

"exhibit a mind full of wistful uncertainties, a
mind that sjowly unwinds, like soft silk, withmany pauses and In a genUe twilight. We
Tcnow that he wrote with difficulty, that each
sentence was written out on a separate piece
of paper; we know that he told Arthur Symons
that It were well to read the dictionary so
that we might learn what words to avoid,
and when Arthur Symons pointed out a sen-
tence he could not understand, a long, intri-
cate sentence ot ten lines or more. Pater ex-
amined It, comma by comma, a puzsled look
upon his face all the while. At last he said,
"I see the printer has omitted a dish."

The printer omitted a necessary dash
and Pater omitted the necessary dash.

Mottoes In verse decorate the walls of
a Washington-stree- t restaurant The cus-
tomer Is assured that

Per cleanliness we've always stood, r
Nor. do we handle Chinese food. .

A bovine paraoise Is pictured in this
couplet:

Our butter's from Skamokawa,
Where cows eat grass the livelong day.

And a compliment Is paid to the qual-
ities of Oregon hens in this:

We never spare the least.expense.
Our eggs are all from Webfoot hens.

It is not often that the intellect and
the stomach are so thoroughly arid'simul- -,

taneously satisfied. A poetic league should
be formed to encourage the use of sim-
ilar mottoes. Members should not re3t
until every wall in every restaurant is
covered with such cheerful and poetic
assurances as

Our sausages are made from hogs,
We would not sacrifice our dogs.

WEX. J,

OUT OF THE GINGER JAR.
Long What, you owe $10,000 1 Doesn't itworry you? Short Not In the least. Ita

another $10,000 I'd like to owe, but I can't.
That worries me. Chicago News.

"Grace, can you tell me what Is meant by
a cubic yard?" "I don't know .exactly, but
I guess it's a yard that the Cuban children
play In." Boston Christian Register.

Critic No, Mr. Smearly. you will never suc-
ceed as an artist. To a can't draw. Smearly

an't draw? What's that got to do with It?
Ain't I in eociety? Chicago Daily News.

"Impressionism." said the fiance, as he
gazed ruefully at his powder-staine- d waistcoat
where her fair head- had rested, "may be all
right hut it's a poor thing In engagements."

Princeton Tiger.
Mlas Yerisopht Why wasn't Mrs. Tiara-bum- p

at the opera last night, I wonder? Miss
Verjuice She bad such a cold that she couldn't
speak above a whisper, so, ot course, there
was no use In her going. Judge.

"What would you do," said the nervous per-
son, "If a fire were to break out In your

"I'd go right downstairs and
thank the Janitor," answered the man who Is
always dissatisfied. Washington Star.

"Gracious!" sighed Mr. De Spepeey, "I wish
I could acquire an appetite." "For goodness
sake!" exclaimed his wife, "what do yoa want
with an appetite? It would only give you
more dyspepsia." Philadelphia Press.

Toung Ardup was looking over his accounts.
"I find," he muttered, "I spent last year,
$165.45 for beer and cigars and $75 for cloth-
ing. I must try to get along with fewer new
clothes this year!" Chicago Tribune.

"When an enemy smites me," said the
g hypocrite. "I always turn (he

other cheek." "Why?" asked the man who
knew him; "do you want your enemy to 'go
around with both hands disabled V Chicago
Record-Heral- .

"We could easily rush in and storm the
town and recover the rebellious state If It
wasn't for oiy thing," said the valiant Co-

lombian commander. "And what is the one
thing?" the special correspondent Inquired.
"That United States marine standing guard
on the corner there." Cleveland Plain
Dealer.


