
Entered at th Postcfflce at Portland. Ore-- J
gon, as second-clas- s matter.

REVISED SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
By mall fnostasre nrenald In advance)

Dally, with Sunday, per month $0.85
Dally. Sunday excepted, per year....... 7.50
Dally, with Sunday, per year.... 9.00
Sunday, per year 2.00
toe weekly, per year... looThe "Weekly. 3 months 50

Dally, per week, delivered, Sunoay excepted.lCc
Dally, per Week, dellrered, Sunday lncludeL20c

POSTAGE RATES.
United States. Canada and Mexico

10 to paper. le
16 to paper. 2c
62 to paper -- . 3c

Foreign rates double.
KASTERN BUSINESS OFFICES.

fXlte S. C. Beckwith Special Agency)
flew York: Rooms 43-4- Tribune Building.
Chicago; Rooms 510-51- 2. Tribune Building.

HEFT ON SALE.
ChJcaro Charles MacDonald, 53 Washing-

ton, St., and Auditorium Annex; Postofflce
Co ITS Dearborn.

Colorado Springs H. K. Holderman.
Denver Julius Black, Hamilton & Hend-Tic- k,

008-01- 2 Seventeenth St; Louthan &
Jackson, Fifteenth and Lawrence.

Kansas City Rlcksecker Cigar Co., Ninth
and Walnut.
lot Angeles B. T. Gardner, 258 South

8pring; Oliver & Haines, 205 South Spring,
and Harry Drapkin.

Minneapolis M. J. Kavanaugh, 50 South
Third; L. Regeisbuger. 317 First Avenue
South.

New York City L. Jonas St Co., Astor
House.

Ogden W. C Alden. Postofflce Cigar Store;
F. R. Godard; W. G. Kind, Ui 25th SL.: a
H. Myers.

Omaha Barkalow Bros. 1012 Farnam;
McLaughlin Bros., 210 South 14th; Megeath
Stationery Co., 1308 Farnam.

Salt LakeSalt Lake News Co., 77 West
Second South St.

St. Louls-Vorl- Fair News Co.
San Francisco J. X. Cooper Co.. 740 Mar-

ket, near Palace Hotel; Foster &Orear, Ferry
News Stand; Goldsmith Bros., 230 Sutter; L.
E. Lee, Palace Hotel News Stand; F. W.
Pitts, 1008 Market; Frank Scott, 80 Ellis; N.
Wheatley, S3 Stevenson.

Washington, D. C. Ed Brlnkman, Fourth
and Pacific Ave., N. W.; Ebbltt House News
Stand.

TESTERD AT S WEATHER Maximum. 47
degrees; minimum, 40 degrees; precipitation,
none.

TODAY'S WEATHER Fair, northerly winds.
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THEY ABE ALL FOB THE SETTLER.
Senator Heyburn's maiden speech,

devoted to public land reform, is Inter-
esting as exposing the hollowness of
the labored effort the railroads are
making to show that their Interests
relative to the public domain are Iden-
tical with those of the settler. He
shows how the present regime operates
to the advantage of the railroads and
the disadvantage of the public welfare
by permitting railroads to take up large
bodies of land in bulk in exchange for

sections withdrawn in
forest reserves.

The matter would not be so important
or timely if it were not that the rail-
roads have just been answering the
stockmen by the plea that they are for
the settler. It will be remembered that
when the Livestock Association met at
Portland this month its members re-
sented the charge that their land oper-
ations menace the settler and asserted
that they were In reality the settler's
best friends because they resist the en-
croachments of the railroads. The re-
ply of the railroads, as we gather 'St
from the St Paul and Minneapolis pa-
pers, is that they are really the true
friend of the settler, because .they knows
that settlement means much more
business for them than undeveloped:
range.

The truth, of course, Is that each of
these conflicting interests Is working
hard to gobble all the public land pos-
sible and the settler will have to. look
after himself. The stockmen, many of
them, are holders of large quantities of
scrip, and are even now nlann'mr tn
resist enrorcement of the department's
rulings which will restrict their opera-
tions. As to the railroads, the history
of their lieu-lan- d operations is too fa-
miliar to need reiteration. They want
the country developed, but first they
want to get possession of all the land
they can. This Is human nature: it is
even commendable thrift; but It does
not exactly qualify the roads to pose as

seekers of the settler's
weal.

Senator Heyburn's resolution Is one
or the very few measures before Con-
gress, bearing on land reform, in whose
advocacy all can unite. Another Is the
abolition of the lieu-lan- d law". As to
amendment or repeal of the timber,
stone and desert acts, we are not so
clear. It Is strenuously asserted that
the laws are wholly bad and must be
repealed; but much of this talk ema-
nates from friends and apologizes for
corrupt or weak .land ofllce officials;
and on the other hand the theory that
the laws are all right If honestly en-
forced is put forward by those who fear
that repeal would put a stop to their
own Iniquitous operations. In these
complicated problems Congress Is likely
to accept the conclusions of the public
land commission. And those conclu-
sions are not yet formed.

FIGHTING KAMILIBS.
The recent death of the venerable Ad-

miral Keppel, of the British navy, at
the great age of 94, recalls the fact that
he belonged to one of .England's light-
ing families. Since the day .when the
first Keppel came over from Holland
with William of Orange, who became
"William III of England In IGSS. there
has always been a fighting Keppel
among the leading officers of the Brit-
ish navy. In July. 177S. an Admiral
Keppel, fought the French fleet near
Brest, and it was a Keppel, Earl of
Albemarle, that took Havana by storm
from the Spanish In 1758. There are
other famous fighting families in the
annals of Great Britain, like the Na-ple- rs.

Sir George. Sir Charles and Sir
"William Napier were all soldiers of dis-
tinction, and a cousin, Sir Charles Na-
pier, was a famous naval officer.

The Beresfords are another famous
fighting family of Norman-Iris- h origin.
General Beresford won the battle of
Albuera from Marshal Soult, and Sir
Charles Beresford Is one of the most
brilliant officers today of the Britishnavy. The martial memory of the fa-
mous British General, Lord Gough, is
still perpetuated by the presence' of
some of his posterity among the fight-
ing officers of the English" army. The
Pagets are another famous English
military family. Lord Uxbridge, after-
wards Marquis of Anglesea. lost his leg
at Waterloo, and Lord George Paget
charged with the Six Hundred at Bai-nkla-

There are names in our Amer- -,

lean Army Register and Navy Register
which date back In the service eitherthrough the male or female line to the
"War of the Revolution; many that date
back to the War of 1812. and others
whose families came into service with
the Civil War, the present representa-
tive standing for the third generation
in the family.

David Porter bought in the Revplu- -

tiohars-War- . His son, 'David, distin
guished himself in the War of 1S12-1- 4.

making a famous battle with a British
squadron- - oft Valparaiso. Admiral Da
vid I, Porter and Commander William
D; Porter, of Civil War fame, were
sons of this famous old commander of
the "Essex," and Major-Gener- al Fitz
John Porter, of the Army of the Poto-
mac, was his nephew. The Cravens
are a family famous In the annalsof
our Navy, and among their "ancestors
are Commodore Truxton, who captured
the French frigate Insurgent in 1799
There were two of the Craven family
in our Navy during the Civil War.
Captain Thomas Craven commanded
the Brooklyn when Farragut forced the
passage of the Mississippi, and Captain
Tunis Craven lost his life in the battle
of Mobile Bay. The Greenes, of Rhode
Island, have been represented in the
Army or Navy since the Revolutionary
War, when General Nathaniel Greene
and his cousin. Colonel Christopher,
who was killed in battle, entered the
service of the colonies. Since the
Revolutionary War the family has
furnished nine officers to the reg
ular Army and seven to the Navy.

The Mercers are another famous army
family that date back to General Hugh
Mercer, of the Continental Army, who
was killed In battle at Princeton. The
Lees, of Virginia, have been an army
family since the days of Light-Hor- se

Harry, of the Revolution. Four geh
eratlons of Caprons have been officers
of the regular Army, and a fifth of the
name has been appointed to the Mill
tary Academy. The Ords are a famous
military family. Rodgers is a famous
naval family. John Rodgers captured
the ironclad Atlanta, and George W.
Rodgers was killed before Charleston.
These illustrations might be increased
considerably by reciting the' history of
the Meades, the Biddies and the Caseys
in the Army and Navy, but enough has
been written to show that there is no
lack of fighting families in the annals
of the United States.

CANADIAN COMPETITION IS SLIGHT.
It is strange how persistently the pro

posals for reciprocity with Canada re-
turn to vex the ears of producers on
either side the boundary. The .thins: is
so palpably fraudulent In theory and-
impossible In practice that nothing can
come of it Like all reciprocity schemes,
it proceeds upon the mutually exclusive
propositions of free trade and protec
tion, satisfies neither side of the tariff
argument and in operation lasts no
longer than the objections to It can be
brought to bear upon the powers that
be.

How orphaned a thing reciprocity is
may be inferred from the fact that while
reciprocity Is linked In the SL Louis
platform with protection as "twin doc-
trines of the Republican, party, " the
American Protective Tariff League Is
out with an official "warning" against
It. This redoubtable body declares reci-
procity In competitive products to be
"unsound In. principle, pernicious In
practice and condemned by. exDerl- -
ence"; that It Is "contrary alike to.' the
National policy of protectlpn and to
the fair treatment of domestic produc-
ers." -

The real objection to reciprocity,
however, ls.not that it proposes to re-
duce duties, but that It Is a dishonest,
cumbrous and unworkable way of :do-ln- g

what should be done: frankly land
unconditionally' as a matter ofivSelfMn-tere- st

To haggle with Canada over
schedules for years, as we have done, is
futile; but If we had the courage and
breadth jot mind to open certain mar-
kets to her on liberal terms, the re-
sult would be as advantageous to us
as to her. The shallow character of the
objections made to lower tariffs on Ca--
naaian products is thus hinted at by
Governor Cummins, of Iowa:

Which would you prefer to do, lose the
market which would be created by. our vast
imports In Canada, or meet Canada in com-
petition in the things which you produce? I
assert confidently that in the sharp strug-
gle with Illinois. Wisconsin, Minnesota, the
Dakotas. Nebraska. Kansas and Missouri

!ou would never be able to discern the in
fluence or tjanaaa in corn, oats, barley, hay.
cattle, horses, hogs, butter and eggs.

It has probably never occurred to the
average American farmer along our
Northern border that he is competing
with ten times the products In this
country that Canada could send over
the line. In wheat, for example, we
raise some GOO.000,000 bushels & year to
Canada's 100,000,000. of which she con-
sumes about 60,000.000 at home. It is
obviously vain to tremble at the effect
of this 40,000,000 exportable surplus of
Canada upon our domestic total of

especially when we consider the
fact that all the wheat In the world
bears continuously-- upon the Liverpool
and Chicago markets, and contemplate
the awful possibility that Canada's
wheat crop should be sold to Americans
and shipped from American ports.

It is the same way with other crops.
Is It supposable that Minnesota cream-
eries, for example, would be seriously
affected by Canadian competition, rela-
tively small as it ls' when we remem-
ber the competition' they already en-
counter with the creameries of the Da-
kotas, Iowa. Wisconsin, 'Michigan and
other states? Wherever you find tar-
iffs maintained on products of which
we. export a surplus, depend upon it
the duty is maintained for no other
purpose than to seduce the farmer Into
supporting a continuation of protection
for the great manufacturing corpora-
tions. Trainloads of eggs go East from
California some days, and trainloads
of eggs come Into California from the
East other days. This, ready interr
change of products back and forth as
occasion demands is better for con-
sumer and producer alike. To stop it
at the Canadian boundary impedes
prdsperity on both sides of the line and
confers no real benefit on any one.
When the farmers of both countries
see what chaff the protected Interests
are feeding them on, they will demand
tariff reform of Congress and the Do-
minion Parliament, and they will get it.

The new-ol- d story of mine disaster,
big with horror and shadowed by the
destitution and suffering of women and
children, comes again from a coal mine
in Pennsylvania. There are no new
features in the recital. Something like
the usual number of men were caught
by an explosion of gas or firedamp In
the Harwlck mine of the 'Allegheny
Coal Company. A light shone the night
following In every cottage in the little
hamlet above the pit's mouth, telling
of the sleepless vigil that anxious
watchers were keeping for the return
of the Imprisoned miners. Bitter cold
kept the frantic women and horrified
children indoors: water turning as it
ran into sheets of ice met the flames
that issued from tho shaft wlthonr
checking them; rescue, owing to fire,
flood and deadly after-dam- p, was im-
possible. Along these old lines news of
the calamity was written, and, as If in
mockery of the grim and awful facts
portrayed, the mine- - inspector declared
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that he had "never-considere- the mine
dangerous." Ohrturthe history of coal
mining new as the chronicles of yes
terday the record of this latest hap
pening is added to the long chapter of
mine disaster.

MUST BE IMPROVED o'b ABANDONED
The statistical bureau of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture has for years been
recognized by the commercial world as
an institution provided with facilities
for accomplishing much 'good, but tlv

hofner i

facilities to the hist advantage, or. in
fact, to any advantage whatever. So
long as the misinformation distributed
Dy this bureau had no serious effects
on the prices of the different commodi-
ties on which It purported to give ac-
curate Information, it was tolerated
with a mild degree of indifference.
Within the past year or two. however.
the errors of the bureau have become
so glaring and the department has ex-
pressed such indifference to tha com
plaints that the mild murmur of disap-
proval has developed into a roar and
the movement started aralnst It mav
result In the abolishment of the bureau
entirely. It has been exDlalned in these
columns how the misleading report of
the department was the
factor which enabled the cotton snec
ulators to bring their great corner to a
successful termination, Incidentally
closing many cotton mills, throwing
thousands of laborers out of employ
ment, curtailing the demand and in
creasing the efforts of European cotton
consumers to find another source of
supply.

Equally disastrous to the tradewas
the grotesque figures on the 1903 wheat
crop. The Agricultural Department's
estimates on this crop were as much
too high as their fltrures on the cotton
crop were too low. With the belief that
there was the usual large surplus- of
wheat In the country, early sellers re-
linquished their holdings at much lower
prices than were warranted by the sta-
tistical position of the cereal. The live
stock men have a similar comnlalnt
and the salmon industry has not es-
caped unhurt from the Government's
"official figures." The wool trade now
trails in with a complaint. According
to tne American Wool Reporter, a jour-
nal of unquestionable accuracy, the clin
last year was less than 300,000,000
pounds, although the figures of the Ag-
ricultural Department place it at 358- ,-

uuo.uoo pounds.
A vastly greater dlscrenaney la nn

tlceable In the figures-o- n sheep In the
country, the department's estimate
placing the number 'at 64,000,000, while
the Reporter gives the figures at about
40,000,000. The figures of the paper are
compiled from data secured from tho
trade, and by the trade from the men
actually engaged in the industry. The
Government figures, as is the case with
cotton, wheat and other commodities
are to a large extent estimates based
on "percentage" figures, which have for
a oasis census reports, which are taken
but once every ten years. .This mothmi

especially when the estimating is con
ducted ty men appointed as a reward
for political services instead of for their
ability In this special field too often
savors much of the ancient rule, "A
pint s a pound, the world around."

There are buyers and sellers in nil
lines of Industry, and natumliv rvhnf fa
favorable to prices for one Is generally
umavoraDle to the other. This offers
n6 comfort, however, tn tho imot
tradesmen who may be buyers this year
and sellers the-- next. What the trade
desires, and what is most valuable for
the producers of the country is mnro
accuracy in determining the dimensions
or tne output of agricultural products.
The Government has made a flat failure
In supplying this information, and un
less It can Introduce some reform meth
ods Into its system, It should withdraw
from the work. As a substitute It
might undertake the work of dissem
inating the statistics which are fath
ered by the trade. There is, of course,
certain special information for whinh
business men pay high prices and nat
urally would not care to give out for
the benefit of their less enterprising
rivals.

There Is a vast amount of
mtormation collected by the trade, how
ever, which It would be for the general
good to have compiled and eirrninteri
and which would be willingly supplied

V.n . . ... ,. . . -vruvciiuuejii ii u. woma cease the
circulation of the present misleading
statistics, m wneat and cotton espe-
cially the only use made of the Oov
ernment figures for the post two years
has been by speculators, who used them
to Injure, and not to facilitate, legiti-
mate trade.

ENFORCE THE LAWS.
Suggestive, amonir other thinca nr

vital Importance to the safety and woi.
tare or tne community. Is the necessity
mat exists ror the enforcement of the
statute laws as developed by the In-
vestigation of the Iroquois Theater fire.Every mining disaster smrtrests In
some degree, the same necessity. To
come down to the every-da- y occur-
rences of life in any communirv w
find the same disregard of official duty.
LitUe boys with pinched, sallow faces,
and slender, stained fingers, showing
mat cigarettes are debasing them
which they can only nrocure thronc--

loiation or law. are met at every turn.
Minors are found hanclntr round sa
loons contrary to law, and not infre
quently drinking to Intoxication, andyoung girls are used as lures by which
dens of vice are made to fl mir!h In
defiance of law which, if evoked, would
ciose tnese places against them.

It is not the fault Of law. or frnm
the lack of law, that these and otherflagrant crimes of omission and com
mission menace human life and cor
rupt the morals of the community. The
iauu lies with those who are charged
with the sacred duty of the law's en
forcement, and these do not all by any
means Deiong to the official family of
the state or municipality. Does any
one suppose, for example, that any
uquor aeaier would dare to sell a minor
Intoxicating drink If the boy's father
was known to be an upright, sturdy
man who would not bs trifled with in
this way? Or that the tobacco dealer
would hand out ctearettes In
for the small boy's pennies If the child's
rather was of a character to be reck-
oned with? Or that the habitual drunk
ard would come reeking and reeling to
his home night after night if his wife
were to make .known to the liquor-sell- er

in whose place her husband snent Mo
time the fact in plain, determined words
that this man must not be supplied
with drink?

There Is plenty of law behind ail of
these abuses which, if earnestly in-
voked, would correct.'them. Most of
these laws, indeed , all of them, were
urged upon legislators as of vast im-
portance to the moral welfare of the
community, and of prime necessity for
the protection" of the weak from influ

ences that they were not able to with-
stand. Yet they sleep upon the

aVear after year, their power
unevoked, their penalties undreaded.
Clearly, the fault lies not with the laws,
but with thosW whose duty it Is to en-
force the law's intent and who do not
take the trouble to do so.

These minor examples of the
of the law we have con-

stantly with us. To use a common ex-
pression, we are used to them. When,
however, a great disaster like that of
the Iroquois Theater fire looms up lur-
idly before the public, investigation is
demanded and the not surprising dis-
covery is made that the law, which
provides for the safety of audiences In
playhouses, churches and other assem-
bly halls, is persistently and habitually
Ignored. The laws of the State of Illi-
nois, supplemented by the ordinances
of the City of Chicago, specify care-
fully what precautions shall be taken
to prevent a calamity by fire in such
buildings. Inquiry has shown that
these laws were flagrantly violated, not
only by the owners and managers of
the building, but by the building in-

spector, the building commissioner, the
fire marshal and the electrician In
charge of the lights, and at the head
of these delinquents to duty stands the
Mayor of a great city!

There is a disposition now shown in
Chicago to hold these delinquents to a
strict accountability for the lives lost
through their negligence.- - It Is doubt-
ful, however, whether conclusions will
be pushed to penalty In any of these
cases. Tha law's delay is proverbial,
and a calamity shrinks in magnitude as
it recedes from memory. It will be
well, however. If It should In this In-

stance prove 'otherwise. A lesson the
sequel of which would land these In-

dicted officials of the city In prison
for manslaughter would be an object-lesso- n

of great value. Criminal intent
was lacking in every case, it Is true,
but this Is a consideration that should
not outweigh the fact that nearly 600
human lives were sacrificed to their
negligence. "Easy-goin- g ways, a good-natur- ed

desire to extend favors, a care-
less Indifference In the discharge of a
public duty, and the feeling that no
harm can come of It, anyway," says
tne Montana Record, "are responsible
for most of the appalling calamities.
that shock the public and bring horror
and sorrow Into so many homes." And
It may be added that there was never a
better time than the present to show
by the application of penalty that these
negative virtues of humanity may read
ily In effect become of the distinctly
criminal order.

A blue book, just Issued, makes an
interesting statement of the naval ex-
penditure and mercantile marine of the
nations. The naval expenditure of the
United States in 1902-0- 3 is put at $81,
019,580 and her mercantile marine en
gaged In oversea traffic at 882.555 tons.
Russia, spends $52,000,000 on her navy
and has an oversea tonnage of 664,203
tons. Germany spends $50,000,000 an
nually on her seagoing naval force and
her tonnage engaged In oversea traffic
Is 2,093,033 tons. France's navy costs
her $62,000,000 yearly and her mercan
tile marine has 1,217,614 tons. Japan,
which now attracts much attention.
spends yearly on her navy $14,500,000
and "her mercantile marine has a ton
nage of 917,879 tons. The figures here
given in each case lobk small, however.
in comparison with those of the United
Kingdom, which spends annually on Its
navy $175,000000 and has to protect a
mercantile marine of 10.054.770 tons. In
addition, India spends $2,320,465 yearly
on a navy. Of the colonies, Australia
contributes yearly to the British navy
$748,105; New Zealand, $107,615; Cape
Colony, $150,000; Newfoundland. $1655:
Natal, $60,000. Canada does nothing for
theBrItish navy.

"Colonel" Hofer's effort to show that
the Indian War veterans were men who
led lives of enjoyment while accumu
latlng wealth through gold discoveries
is not a very creditable undertaking,
The story of theiardships endured by
men who'left family, friends and fire-
sides to defend organized government
against treacherous Indians Is fresh in
the minds of the people, though half
a century has passed. Men who fear
lessly Incurred the greatest dangers,
subsisted upon food not always good In
quality nor sufficient in quantity, and
stood guard in scanty clothing through
wintry storms of snow and sleet, have
earned the gratitude of two great Pa-
cific States. As the years roll on this
appreciation will not wane, nor can It
be lessened by tho heartless vaporlngs
of one who came In years of peace to
make his home and build his fortunes
in a beautiful land prepared for him
by the valor and perseverance of the
veterans of the Indian wars.

If the Sultan of Morocco is correctly
quoted, he contributed $50,000 to the St.
Louis Fair for the purpose of shutting
off the begging letters of President
Francis. Thus has been established a
precedent that ordinarily would be
productive of very unpleasant results.
Could the book agent or life insurance
solicitor encounter a more shining mark
than the individual who would "cough
up" in order to make the applicant
"let up"? And yet the far-aw- Sul-
tan might disregard precedent if some
of the American type of that calling
should be attracted in that direction by
the story regarding the St. Louis Fair
Appropriation. The practice of boiling
objectionable characters in oil has been
abolished In Morocco, but there are
other forms of diversion by which the
end accomplished Is the same.

The death of Whittaker Wright almost
at the moment upon which sentence
was pronounced upon him for fraud was
a tragic ending of a sensational career
which would otherwise have ended In
deeper disgrace. It Is human nature
to review in kindness the misdeeds of a
man upon whose existence death has
set his seal, and, softened by thl3 feel-
ing, the charges against Whittaker
Wright will lose the rancor with which

Justly or unjustly they were weight
ed. Even the very evident probability.
that he compassed his own death to
avoid the penalty which was passed
upon him will not abate the sympathy
which death engenders for the evildoer.
Whether the act under the circum-
stances was cowardly or brave will re
main a matter of personal opinion.

The dramatic eminence of Ibsen Is
well represented in this enthralling and
powerful play of "Ghosts" at a local
theater. One gets a forcible idea here
in this tale of relentless law how un
changeable and at bottom beneficent
are the purposes of 'Nature. There fs
no truer or more necessary lesson In life
than the misery that wrongdoing en-
tails upon the guilty and through
heredity upon the Innocent. Ibsen i
the ancient drama informed with the
conclusions of modern science.

SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST PRESS

Not Too Optimistic.
Aurora Borealls.

Friends of Governor Chamberlain are
said to be making an effort to bring bis
name before the next Democratic Nation-
al Convention, and we venture to say
that his chances of becoming President
are fully as good as those of - G rover
Cleveland and W. J. Bryan.

Steadily Up the Ladder.
Independence Enterprise.

Governor Geer Is a good editor and
newspaper man, if he did wait

until after he was Governor of Oregon
to take up the work. But readers of his
paper need not miss w;hat he might have
written, for the Governor Is running a
column of happenings and comments of
50 years ago.

Notice the Poetry.
Eugene Register.

While California Is dry as a bone and
the East Is frozen stiff, our gentle rains
from heaven fall like dew,, upon the
earth and chase away all vestige of the
white-winge- d messenger with robes un-
furled that whispered earthward from the
unseen world, or floating softly from the
fleece-line- d cloud, dropped- - lightly, down,
to be dead Nature's shroud.

Question and Answer.
Bend Bulletin.

Our rising young Impresario again gal-
lops gaily out on the green and vomits
as follows: )

If a chicken rancher's character is worth
$20,000 and a sawmill employe's, worth
$10,000, what Is a United States Commission-
ers character worth?

That's an easy one. It la worth so much
that no cheap sneak, with state's prison
antecedents In Wisconsin and penitentiary
prospects In Oregon, can appraise it. He
cannot come .within a thousand miles of
touching It.

Not So Small Now, Colonel.
Winston's Weekly.

"The superiority of Lincoln equally
eludes "explanation on lines of heredity,
and so does the superiority of Patrick
Henry, Alexander Hamilton and Henry
Clay." Oregonian.

Patrick Henry's mother was Sarah Win-
ston. Colonel William Byrd, of Westover,
speaks of her as a woman of remarkable
attainments. She was the sister of Will-la- m

Winston, who William Wirt, in his
life of Patrick Henry, declares was the
most eloquent man In the colonies. The
Indians called him "Langaloo," which
means "great speaker."

If It be true, as The Oregonian argues,
that as a general rule there is nobody be-

hind great meiv it Is not true of the
Winston family. That family Is an ex-
ception. It gets bigger as you gc back.

Calls for Arbitration.
Long Creek Ranger.

When a merchant gets so hard up for
sales to report that he has to falsely
report a sale of firearms to a
citizen, he must be near the end of his
string. W. O. Harryman, in the presence
of two witnesses, said that J. A. Moore
made such a report to him. The inference
was that tho reported purchaser was go
ing to use the weaponin an unlawful
manner, the carrying of which would be a
misdemeanor. We will say, for the benefit
of our friends and those papers which
have printed anything about a "bad
editor with a gun," that the editor of the
Ranger does not feel that he would be
justified In the expense of spoiling a good
cartridge to rid the earth of such a pin
head as runs tho libellous opposition
sheet, and has never owned a "gun" in
Oregon.

Hofer Whacks Indian War VetSfans.
Salem Journal.

How. easily the sympathies of the Re-
publican parly can be- worked upon .by
Popullstic sentiment was evinced only
lately when they cave "flOO.OOO to the In
dian War veterans. These veterans are
old pioneers who mostly got a square
mile of virgin territory in the heart of
Western Oregon. They led an enjoyable
life hunting big game that now only falls'
to the lot of millionaires and Presidents
Indian ponies went begging for any odd
trinket, and they had all the excitement
of participating In the gold discoveries
and all the opportunities for 40 years
to share in tl6 advantages accruing
In the development of a new common-
wealth. And just as the Government at
Washington was about to pay all their
claims and give them all a pension the
Republican party gives them $100,000 and
allows them to file claims for as much
more.

A Reform Long Overdue.
' The Dalies Chronicle.
The preparatory department has been

eliminated from the State University and
applicants must be prepared to enter the
Freshman class. This should have been
done long ago, for the high schools should
be graded sufficiently high in studies to
enable a graduate therefrom to begin the
collegiate course &t the University. The
effect of this will be to consolidate the
labors of the faculty at the University
on the higher branches taught, and a
more complete system of education may
be expected when the teachers time Is
not given to pupils who should have been
prepared at home. If the completion of
siucief: ai a. mgn scnuui win nut m a
student for college, then this institution
fails in ita purpose and is not properly
graded. The system should be the com
mon grammar school, or whatever It may
be termed, to be followed by the high,
school, and then the University. The
one should follow the other, and the
completion of studies in the first two
should act as tho certificate of admission
into the last and highest institution of
learning.

Civilization and Morals.
Atlanta Constitution.

Civilization Is not averse from money- -
Kettlng and vlt Jays down no rules as to
bow much solid comfort an individual or
a community may enjoy, but It does in
sist that money made under Its auspices
shall be well spent and that the benefits
which It bestows shall fall in some meas
ure on all, for no man can be said to be
really and truly civilized whose feet are
treading outside the path of right living
and who does not bestow on others less
fortunate, but not less deserving, a share,
however modest, of the comforts that are
his. Divorce civilization from morals and
you have nothing left but a ridiculous and
an Impudent sham.

Woman's Inconstancy.
Sir Ttcbert Ayton.

I lored thee once. I'll love no more.
Thine be the trrlef as Is the blame;

Thou art not what thou wast before.
What reason, I should be the same?

He. that can love unloved again.
Hath better store- of love than brain:

God send me love my debts' to pay,
While unthrlfta fool their love away.

Nothing could have my love overthrown.
If thou hadst still ' continued mine:

Tea, if thou hadst remained thy own, '
I might perchance have yet been thine.

But thou thy freedom did recall.
That If thou might elsewhere lnthrall;

And then how could I but disdain
A captive's captive to remain?

When new desires had conquered thee.
And chanced the object of thy will.

It had been lethargy In me,
Not constancy, to love thee still.

Tea, 't had been a sin to so
And prostitute affection eo.

Since we are tausht no prayers to say
To such as must to others pray.

Tel do tboa glory in thy choice.
Thy choice of bis good fortune boast;

ril neither grieve nor yet rejoice, "X
To e him gain what I hare lost;

The height of my disdain shall be.
To laugh at him, to blush for thee;

To love thee still, but go no mqre
A bcgxui5t9 a isejEai'ijiooE, - ,

INNOCENT SUFFERERS BY DIVORCE- -

Minneapolis Tribune.
Examples multiply of the demoralizing

consequences of our chaotic marriage and
divorce laws upon social relations' and the
legal status of women and children. Most
of the examples that get Into the public
prints come from what Is called high so-

ciety. We trust that more obscure per-
sons take less advantage of the extra-
ordinary freedom of conjugal diversity and
miscellaneous propagation permitted by
the generous laws of the United States.
If the practices revealed by newspaper
reports relating to persons prominent la
society are largely Imitated below, after
"a generation or two.lt will be a wise child
that knows to a certainty the legal status
of his mother and his Own legitimacy.

The pitiful thing about these matrimo-
nial divagations is the. doubtful status in
which they leave women and children. To
the case of the New York woman left by
the annulment of her divorce In the legal
position of having lived in open adultery
with Morse of the Ice trust, are now added
those of the present grandchildren of
Senator Hanna and the future children of
that unpleasant person, Elbert Hubbard.
The son of Senator Hanna, after getting
rid of his first wife by divorce, married
the American wife of a British officer, who'
obtained an Ohio divorce from him while
he was fighting In South Africa. The Eng-
lish courts have now granted the English
husband, a certain Major Maud, a divorce
from his wife on the ground that she had
committed bigamy In America. That is
to say the children of the Hanna marriage
will And themselves pronounced illegiti-
mate. If they ever have occasion to go into
the English .courts.

The "base of the unpleasant. Hubbard is
the common one. He was repudiated by
his wife for the best cause In the world;
and has Just proceeded to go through the
ceremony of marriage with the cause in
Connecticut. Under the law of New York,
where his, wife obtained her divorce, the
second marriage of a guilty party Is pro-
hibited during life. Therefore any child-
ren of this nondescript sort of union will
be Illegitimate in New York. Really there
begins to be more to say for the idea of a
National divorce law than people used to
think

An Old Anti-Can- Trick.
New York Tribune.

A little colloquy between Senators Ald-rlc- h
and Carmack the other day was un-

commonly Illuminative of the real atti-
tude of some of the opponents of the
President's policy in Panama Mr. Car-ma-

had been making a speech. In which
he declared himself to be' in favor of a
canal, but opposed the pending treaty.
As ho concluded, Mr. Aldrich asked him
what he would propose as the proper
policy to pursue. "Defeat the treaty,"
replied (Mr. Carmack. "Then what?"
"Build the Nicaragua Canal." "Ah!"
said Mr. Aldrich; "so that 13 the milk In
the cocoanut!" -

Yes, that is It; one the face of It. But
milk la not entirely transparent. We have
heard a great deal of just such talk as
Mr. Carmack's before. Years ago, when
the Nicaragua route seemed preferable,
and when the Government was asked to
adopt ' It. thero was an earnest chorus
of protests. "We are In favor of a canal,"
men said, "but not at Nicaragua. Pan-
ama Is the place." Then, when con-
ditions changed and Panama seemed the
better and the Government moved for a
canal there, they swung Tight around.
"We want a canal," they cried, "but not
at Panama. Nicaragua Is the route!"
We have no doubt that if something
should happen today to cause the Gov-
ernment to turn from Panama to Nlca-rag- ua

they would shift ground again,
and all the while affirming their devotion
to the abstract principle of a canal-wo- uld

passionately Insist that Nicaragua
was Impracticable, and that Panama was
the only place at which a man in his
senses would' think og making a canal.
In brief, the'y are in favor of a canal
whenever and wherever there Is no pros-
pect of building It, but opposed to what-
ever route is actually selected for It, and
to whatever time is 6et for the work.

We do not mean to say that Senator
Carmack himself Intends to assume any.
such attitude; but In his passage at words
with Senator Aldrich he unwittingly gave
voice to precisely such opposition; and In
doing so, and thus suggesting the secret
animus of much of"lhe. opposition to the
treaty, he "bullded better than he knew."

"Best Citizens" to Blame.
Washington Post,

It has long been the habit of many
thousands of the "best citizens"
to abstain from voting on nearly all occa-
sions. This neglect Is especially prominent
in municipal elections and Is the chief
obstacle to reform in the government of
cities. It Is highly Improbable that in any
American city the corrupt rings and gangs
that eo often rule and rob them could
achieve any success if their designs were
not promoted by this abstention. Even in
Philadelphia the worst governed and most
outrageously plundered of all cities, the
inraiuole and indispensable ally of the
dominating ringsters Is that pernicious
excess of stilted and serene respectability
which stands aside, with Its nose in the
air, while the bosses plan and execute.
through packed conventions and corrupt
oanot, tneir scnemes of spoliation.

Senatorial De!egates-at-Larg- e.

Sioux City Tribune.
The large number of United States Sen-

ators who are. asking to be sent as dele-
gates at large to the National Republi-
can Convention Is beginning to make some
newspapers and men thoughtful. On the
surface the movement appears to be in-
spired only by a desire to compliment and
honor tho Senators, but under the surface
it may have greater significance. The Im-
pression is that the United States Senate
Is filling a large enough space In the gov-
ernment of this country already. It would
be just as well to frown on the delegate-at-larg- e

"compliment." If it became an
accepted custom the Senate could furnish
90 delegates to the conventions of the two
parties.

What's the Matter With McClellan?
Minneapolis Tribune.

General Miles is just as safe as Judge
Parker, ijt they can make him keep his
mouth shut, and has material In him for a
red-h- campaign. Mayor McClellan Is a
military candidate by inheritance. He has
the glamor of a New York victory about
him and seems disposed to add to it the
real glory of pretty good municipal gov-
ernment. We hear that he is incumbered
with more positive opinions on public
questions than General Miles; but he
wcfuld be far less dangerous in this res-
pect than a man Identified with either
Cleveland or Bryan. We should think that
either Democratic wing would prefer a
neutral soldier or son of a soldier to a
candidate dictated by the other.

Should Go to The Hague.
Los Angeles Herald.

The chief function of The Hague tri-
bunal is the settlement of international
disputes that have proved to be hot
amenable to adjustment by diplomacy be-
tween the parties. The trouble between
Russia and Japan either has reached that
point or is dangerously near it. Thus far
not a word has been heard from the Czar
about applying to this Important case the
remedy formulated by himself and since
applied efficaciously to ailments of other
nations.

Somewhere or Other.
Christina Georglna Rosettl.

Somewhere or other there must surely be
The face not seen, the voice not h'ard.

The-- ' heart that not yet never yet ah me!
Made answer to my word.

Somewhere or other, may be near or far;
Pa9t land and km rlpnn out nf lrht- -

Beyond the wandering moon, beyond the star
inat traexs ner nignt ey night.

Somewhere or other; mar be far or near;
with just a wall, a hedge, between:

With Just the last leaves of the djtog. year

; 1 kpteVanoIime 'J 3
The Lady of Jingtes;

Vogue In tight verses holds sway.
The poet must give. It Its due; v

At the feet of some girl he must pray.
Or his rosos wlir fade Into rue;

Seme dream-beg- dame ha mus'woo.
Whose beauty his versldes decks..

Or hint at flirtation wlth two-P-oor
poet, that hates the whole sex

He shivers at Valentine's Day.
He worries the blessed year through,

At the sirens that sing-b- his way.
And the' Circes that gleam on his view,

But what Is the poet to do
Without them his mall brings no checks,

Such phantoms he simply must sue
Poor poet, that hates tho whole sex.

Hark to his amorous lay
To Lalage, Leila, or iou;

His lines are as mockingly gay
As the call of the early cuckoo:

His words have a silken frou-fro-

and to their seeks.
With Cupid to give him his cue

Poor poet, that hates the whole sex.
CuckoQ-Uk- e, howe'er, he'll eschew

Thft part that's most certain to 4ex
To his lay he will never be true

Wise poet, that hates the whole sex

Hanna says he'3 not, and he won't, but
he may- - be.

Moral Issues are great things in casuis-
try, but material Issues make the Btlr in
politics.

With ail this flurry In Chicago. It seems
a prosaic thing to eat wheat Instead of
gambling in It.

Elbert Hubbard has married his affin-
ity, but hell probably quarrel with her
on .zero mornings asto whose place it Is
to light the fire.

Hearst papers love to refer to Roosevelt
as a rough rider, believing that Ameri-
cans would prefer the White House to be
tenanted by a Happy Hooligan.

Mayor Harrison has ordered the Chicago
police to investigate the dancehalls of
the city and to report their character.
To describe the character of a dancehall
would be like describing Ireland's snakes.

The Strand Magazine has an entertain-
ing article this month on trousers ia
sculpture. Illustrations show the diff-
iculty experienced by the moderns in mak-
ing anything of so prosaic a subject. It
certainly does look strange to see a man
In baggy trousers surrounded by a lot of
angels. In flowing draperies or by youths
In naked grace. It is equally strange to
see a public man wearing a Roman toga
in carven state. The sculptor, it would
seem, must struggle on as best he may,
hoping that a change in fashions may
make his ta3k easier. However, to the
question "What is the place of trousers
In sculpture!" the irreverent might' an-
swer, "On the legs."

Slavonian weddings appear to be marked
by the same exuberant rejoicing a3 the
traditional Irish wake. In Fernie, B. C,
on a recent occasion, one of the guests,
filled with the spirit of the affair over-proo- f,

probably discharged his revolver
In the direction of the orchestra, and his
bullet ended the fiddling of one musician
forever. The British Columbian authori-
ties, with the lack of imagination that
characterizes the ordinary Canadian,
threw the Canadian guest
Into jail, there to await trial on a charge
of murder. As If the death of. a fiddler
were a matter to bother a wedding party
about!

Senator DanleC of Virginia,- is the
author of a standard law book entitled:
"Daniel on Negotiable Instruments." He
was explaining In one of his law lectures
one day how he came to write the book.
He said he was In his office some years
ago when a man came in and asked him'
If sight drafts carry thr.ee days of grace.
He didn't know. None of the other law--
yers knew, and It took a visit to a bank
to find out. He then determined to write
a comprehensive work on all negotiable
instruments and he did so. As the Sen-
ator was finishing a young man la the
class said: "Senator, do sight drafts carry
three days of grace?" Daniel hemmed
and hawed, looked confused and finally
said: "Upon my soul, young man, I have
forgotten."

Most people know that cows have their
likes and dislikes. Bossy will give more
milk when one milks her than when an-
other does. This fact has been taken as
the basis of an article on the psychology
of the cow, and farmers are advised to
study Bossy's character more and to
waste less time In efforts that may not
satisfy the demands of the bovine soul.
It might be a good Idea if a layman
may diffidently offer a suggestion to de-

vote more attention to the higher culture
of the cow. By higher culture we do not
mean the breeding of steers that weigh
three or four ton3 at the age of two
hours, but the development of the esthetic
nature and of the psychic forces. Repro-
ductions of madonnas are hung In teneme-

nt-houses by women who
have in view the uplifting of the tenemen-

t-dwellers. Why not hang reproduc-
tions of great paintings In the byre for
the uplifting of the cow? Were the cow's
spirit attuned to that of the milker,, did
psychic voice answer psychic voice, what
marvels of milk production there might
be. When next Bossy kicks over the pall,
do not be mad, do not use angry words,
but try to Influence her soul. Try psychic
suggestion.

WEX J.

ojuT OF THE GINGER JAR.

Crawford I suppose you're a big man in
your wife's estimation. Crabshaw I must
be. The slippers she made mu for Christmas
would fit a man twice 'my elzs. Judge.

Blade I thought Gaddlng's promotion to
be a brigadier-gener- was a sure thing.
Grass It was. But the President found out
he was a graduate of West Point. Life.

Gertrude Poor Madeline! She outmarrled
herself. Blanche Indeed? Gertrude Tts.
She married a Duke, you know, and didn't
have enough money to pay his bills. Town
Topics.

Suburbs ButI tell you I haven't any use
for a stable. Real Estate Agent But, man,
this Is the only" barn In this region, and It is
so situated that you can make twice your
mortgage interest-b- y having patent medicine
advertisements painted all over it. Judge.

Mrs. Dove Henry. I think you are positively
cruel. Here I've tried so hard to cook you a
nice dinner, and you haven't had a word to
say to me about it. Mr. Dove Darling. 1
love you too much for that. If I'd said what
I thought, you'd never speak to me again.
Boston Transcript.

"Here's a testimonial letter," said the clerk,
"from a man who says he hopes eventually to
see our safes used by every bank In the coun-
try. But the letter's anonymous." "Print it
anyway,' said tho president of the E. Z.
Safe Company. "Isn't there any signature to i
it at all?" "Why. yes, it's signed 'Cracks- -
man. "Catholic Standard and Times.

"Mister, would youse give er pore man er
few pennies ter help him out uv trouble?"
asked the unlaundered hobo. "Same old
story, I suppose." remarked the sarcastic ,
pedestrian. "Out- of a Job and got a. wife
and nine children to feed, eh?" 'Talnt
nuttln' like dat, mister," replied the, hard-luc- k:

victim. Tve got ter pay anudder uv
da Installments on rr sirshls


