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Fcr ecle in New York City by U Jcnas &
Co.. news dealers, at the Aster House.

For salv in San Francisco by I E.
J'aiace Hotel news stand; Goldsmith Bros.. 238
Cutter street; F. W. Pitts. 1008 Market strwt;
J. K. Coopep- - Co., 740 Market street, near the
Palace Hotel; Fester & Orear. Ferry news
ctand; Frank Scott. SO EUla street, and N.
Wae&Uey, 3 Stovenson street.

Fcr sale in Los Angeles by B. F. Gardner.
S58 South Spring street, ana Oliver & Haines.
205 South Spring street.

For sale In St. Louis, Mo., by the "World's
Fair News Co.

For sale in Kansas City. Mo., by Blcksecker
Cigar Co.. Ninth and Walnut streets.

For sale in Chicago by the P. O. News Co..
217 Dearborn street; Charles MacDonald. S3
Washington street, and the Auditorium Annex
cews stand.

For sale in Minneapolis by M. J.
CO South Third street; L. Regelsbuger, S17
First avenue South.

For sale in Omaha by Bark&Iow Bros.. 1012
F&rsam street; Megeath Stationery Co.. 1308
Famam street; Mclaughlin Brojk, 210 8.
Fourteenth street.

For sale in Ogden by W. G. Kind. 114 23 th
street; V. C. Alden, Fostofflce cigar store; F.
B. Godard and C H. Myers.

For sals in Salt Lake by the Salt lAke News
Co., 77 West Second South street.

Foi' sale in Washington. D. C, by the Eb-fce-tt

House news stand, and Ed. Brinkmaa.
Fourth and Pacific avenue, N. W.

For sale in Colorado Springs by C A. Bruner.
For sale in Denver. Colo., by Hamilton

Kendrlck. 806-0- 17th street: Louthan &
Jackson Book & Stationery Co., 15th and

streets, and Julius Black.

YESTERDAY'S WEATHER Maximum tem-
perature, 40; minimum temperature, 30; pre-
cipitation, 00.

TODAY'S WEATHER Occasional light rrJn;
southeasterly winds.
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TWO EXCELLENT OFFICIALS.
The affairs of the Multnomah County

Court and the Portland Municipal Court
are In good hands. The offices held by
Judge Webster and Judge Hogue have
never been more ably, honestly and ef-
fectively administered than they are to-
day.

It Is doubtful whether the people of
this county understand how faithfully
and wisely Judge Webster Is managing
the county affairs. He found the treas-
ury embarrassed by a heavy overhang-
ing balance and a continuous deficit
He determined to reduce the one by
systematic effort and to stop the other
Instantly by vigorous measures. Within
the year the floating debt has been re-
duced from $518,000 to $300,000, and the
running expenses have been cut down
from $412,000 to $295,000. The chief
agency in this good service has been
Judge Webster's prudent management
and firm resolution. Incidentally the
Commissioners and other county officers
deserve credit for their

Testerday morning we published the
list of jurors drawn for service in the
Municipal Court. Judge Hogue has
greatly interested himself in this mat-
ter, and it is doubtful if a better list
could have been selected. The jurors
are men of well-kno- business stand-
ing and moral reputation. They are not
cranks on reform or devotees of "wide-ope- n"

conditions. They are fair men,
such as no Innocent person need fear
to have pass upon his guilt, and their
selection shows that Judge Hogue, at
least, is in no conspiracy looking
toward release of malefactors.

It is perfectly safe to say that persons
on trial for violation of city ordinances
will get justice before Judge Hogue,
and that if their guilt can be estab-
lished they will suffer the penalty pre-
scribed. If anybody really wants to
stop gambling in Portland, his excuses
for not proceeding In the legal way to
do so are growing fewer day by day.

JAPAN AND THE "WHITE PERIL."
Muhammed Barakatullah, a highly

educated Hindoo, a Mussulman in'rellg-io- n,

contributes a remarkable article to
the Forum on the Russo-Japane- Im-

broglio, in which he takes the view that
the ultimate purpose of Japan Is to
resist "the white peril"; that is, oppose
all further encroachments, not only of
Russia, but cf the other great powers of
Europe, upon China, Corea or Japan.
This astute Hindoo acquired an excel-
lent English education at Bombay, and
for a number of years was principal of
the Oriental Academy in London, where
he trained candidates for the Indian
civil service examinations in the Ara-
bic and Persian languages and litera-
ture. He is therefore excellently pre-
pared to form a correct judgment ot the
probable policy of Oriental peoples like
those of Japan and China. In the
Boxer rising of 1900 the Japanese saw
much of European soldiers and were so
startled by their barbarous treatment
of helpless Chinese men and women
that they made up their minds to re-

sist European supremacy In China,
knowing the fate that would await
Japan when China should be partitioned
among the great powers of the West.

Japan knows that whether Corea and
Manchuria be released from the
clutches of Russia is a" question of life
and death to Japan. The diplomacy of
Japan will henceforth be employed In
arousing China from her sleep to be-
come her ally and prepare for defense
against the common enemy. An active
ontl-forel- agitation is going on In
China itself under the auspices of the
famous Ban Ho Hul, or Society of
Triple Harmony, from which emanated
the Boxers of 1900. It Is possible that
before the conclusion of the Japanese
contest Russia may have to try conclu-
sions with the Boxers of the "Land of
Morning Calm." This astute Hindoo
thinks that France, the ally of Russia,
would not be allowed by her people to
participate in a conflict in the Far East
while Germany remained neutral. The
moral support of the United States in
favor of Japan would not be without
Its value "against Russian breach of
faith.'

If England would only join Japan and
China and demand the evacuation of
Manchuria, Russia would be obliged to
give in, hut this Hindoo, who has been
educated in English schools and lived in

London, thinks England has not the
slightest intention of helping Japan, but
has resolved to conquer Thibet while
Russia and Japan are locking horns,
and to bring under her direct control
the tribes of Southern Arabia and the
Persian Gulf. In conclusion, this edu-
cated Asiatic says that the popular
feeling in China and Japan is so thor-
oughly aroused to the danger confront-
ing the yellow race that It may at any
moment pass beyond the control of
statesmanship and diplomacy, and if
Russia persists in her interference in
Corea and refuses to evacuate Man-
churia this moment may soon arrive.
The most recent circulars of the Chi-
nese "Solcety of Triple Harmony" say:
"In these days the hearts of all the peo-
ple are 111 at ease because foreigners
are everywhere seizing our inheritance.
We are ground down to the dust. When
shall we be delivered?"

A DUTY IN EVERY CITY.
The press of the country fairly teems

with adverse comment on the theatrical
management which resulted In the Iro-
quois horror and which is likely to re-

sult in its repetition almost anywhere
at any time. The effect of this popular
outcry is seen in the closure of many
theaters in Chicago and of some in
other cities. Thousands on thousands
of Innocent actors and stage hands are
thrown out of work, many of them des-

titute in midwinter.
Unjust as this appears on the surface,

there is nevertheless a sort of rude jus-
tice in the severe punishment that has
fallen on a profession for the profes-
sion's acts.' The Iroquois people are
not alone in suffering, but they were
not alone in offending. They are no
more guilty ol neglect and carelessness
than were hundreds of other managers
all over the country. There are proba-
bly few theaters in the United States
where a fire at a crowded matinee, with
stage as well as auditorium packed with
women and children, would not have
resulted fatally. The Iroquois was bet-
ter than most theaters In construction
and equipment It was probably no
better or worse than most of them In
preparedness for fire.

There Is a sense of responsibility
which should exist but which does not
exist, in every custodian of crowds,
whether in theaters or churches or on
railroad trains. It is not enough that a
railway manager be expert in traffic
matters and fearless in economies. He
should have the added qualification of
serious thought, in reference to his re-
sponsibility for lives intrusted to his
care. Theatrical managers can hardly
be expected to rest under consciousness
of heavy obligation. Their atmosphere
is one of amusement and money-makin-g,

not one of public responsibility.
They are about as much Impressed with
the safety of their patrons' lives and
limbs as with the safety of their morals.

The burden of protection, therefore,
falls upon officials who have been se-

lected to see that careless persons obey
the laws that have been made for them.
Perhaps a greater guilt than mana-
gerial laxness at Chicago has been offi-
cial laxness. There was ample power
at the city administration's disposal to
have required compliance at the Ird-quo- ls

with every ordinance whose vio-
lation brought death to 600 souls. In
every city this warning should be
heeded. Has official Portland done its
duty in this respect?

A DISCREDITABLE TRANSACTION.
At the present writing there does not

appear to be any legitimate method by
which the War Department can prevent
doing some business with Portland. In
effect the announcement has already
been made that the contract for the
oats and at least a portion of the hay
will be awarded to Portland. Ordinar-
ily we might be expected to give thanks
for a favor extended. In this case the
thanks will be missing, for no more un-

derhanded dilatory tactics have ever
been resorted to in order to prevent
Portland securing that to which she
was justly entitled than those which
have marked the awarding of this for-
age contract The bids were opened at
Seattle December 23, more than two
weeks ago. They were forwarded to
Washington and an examination dis-

closed the fact that the Portland bids
were several thousand dollars lower
than those from any other port

But Portland was taking no chances.
The Government had asked for no bids
for transportation, and, had none been
offered, the excuse of no ships for Port-
land loading would have been regarded
by the department as sufficient to war-
rant the Portland forage bids being
turned down. To guard against this
Laidlaw & Co., of this city. Immediately
wired the department, offering to trans-
port the forage from Portland to the
Philippines at a rate nearly 10 per cent
under the rate made by the Puget
Sound vessels that have been favored
with practically all of the transport
business of the Northwest for the past
eighteen months. This was an unl-

ooked-for contingency, and something
had to be done. This something in this
case was the proposal to send- the
transport Dlx, the largest Government
vessel on the Pacific, to Portland. The
Dix had been offered to Portland on
previous occasions, but, on account of
the Inability to get her safely in and out
of the river with dead-weig- ht cargo to
her capacity, she was not sent here. In
this case there was a slip In the pro-

ceedings, for forage is not dead-weig- ht

cargo, and all that could be stored
aboard the Dlx with a hydraulic ram
would not put her down within a foot
of the draft of the vessels that were
coming and going between Portland
and the sea without difficulty.

This left the Government with no le-

gitimate avenue of escape, and two
weeks after the bids were opened the
public has been semiofficially informed
that Portland will secure at least a por-
tion of the contract The bidders, who
have many thousand dollars tied up In
the forage, have nqt yet been informed
of the acceptance of their bids, although
the contract calls for delivery between
January 15 and January 3L In a plain
business transaction the identity of the
lowest bidder and his right, to the con-

tract would have been established as
soon as the bids reached Washington
and the contract awarded forthwith. In
this case, more than two weeks after
they have known they were the .lowest
bidders the. contractors are still In the
dark as to what may be expected of
them. One hundred thousand dollars'
worth of forage cannot be massed at
the shipping point In a few days? It is
still held in warehouses all over the
Northwest It is not always possible
for the railroads to supply cars on a
moment's notice, and the interest and
Insurance on a large amount of forage
tied up In this manner Is not Inconsid-
erable.

In not accepting the bids when It was
established that they were the lowest
the Government, without making any
rccnTnnfnsp for- - ti nrliMleira vnlr or.

1 option on about 1100,000 worth of forage
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and has already retained' that option
ten days longer than would be permit-
ted in a straight business transaction.
This Is manifestly unfair to the bidders,
and will be a contingency they must
provide against in the future. The fore-
going are a few of the obstacles which
the War Department has thrown in the
way of the Portland bidders. To these
inconveniences and the evidence of dis-
crimination may be added the unneces-
sary; trouble to which our commercial
bodies and private citizens have been
placed in sending scores of telegrams
to Washington urging that we beiven

k Justice which should be ours without
any urging. This delay in letting the
contract has also put Laidlaw & Co. to
heavy expense In cabling and holding in
readiness a ship In case their bid was
accepted.

Viewing the matter in its most favor-
able light a more unfair and unbusinesslike

transaction has never been en-
countered by Portland business men.

HARRIMAN FULFILLING PROMISES.
- No more pleasing news for Portland
has been printed for a long time than
the announcement of the large addition
of tonnage to the Oriental steamship
line out of this port In the genuine
satisfaction that Is expressed over at
last securing an Oriental service ade-
quate to the, demands of the port, the
fact that It was slightly overdue will
be forgotten. This" is one of the first
tangible results of the recent visit of
Mr. Harrlman to this city, although
President Mohler has for many months
been endeavoring t6 secure the in-

creased service now assured. The ser-
vice as now scheduled will enable Port-
land shippers to take care of all of the
business originating in this territory,
and will admit of great expansion in
the flour trade throughout the territory
tributary to this port

Not only is Portland fortunate in se-
curing such a frequent service with
such big carriers, but the arrangement
is an exceptionally good one for the
Portland & Asiatic line. vThis port more
than any other port on the Pacific Coast
has always had a large surplus of out-
ward freight over that which was ob-
tainable for the inward-boun- d steam-
ers. The necessity of thus being obliged
to bring steamers from the Orient In
ballast, or with only a small fraction of
their cargo space filled, In order to take
care of ' the west-boun- d traffic has
made it very unprofitable for most of
the steamers engaged in the business.
Under the new arrangement the four
additional steamers will bring their In-

ward cargo to Mexican ports and come
to Portland for outward cargo only,
thus being prepared to handle all of the
overflow from the regular Portland &
Asiatic liners and do away with the
necessity of .any more freight going
from Portland territory to Puget Sound
on account of insufficient facilities at
this port

Now that Mr. Harriman has taken
definite action in supplying one of th
transportation needs of Portland, there
is no further reason to question the sin-
cerity of his promises for improvements
In other directions. The Columbia
Southern, which will open up for ex-
ploitation a new field, rich in commer-
cial possibilities, is to be extended into
the heart of Central Oregon, and It Is
practically a certainty that the water-lev- el

route Into the rich Clearwater
country will soon be opened by the con-
struction of the Rlparla-Lewlsto- n road.
From a strict commercial standpoint it
might be said that Mr. Harriman is not
entitled to any special thanks for pro-
viding us with Improved transportation
facilities afloat and ashore, as he Is do-
ing it for his own profit This Is true,
but It is equally true that the history of
every Oriental steamship line on the
Pacific Coast shows it to have been a
losing venture at the .start, and the
risk of heavy losses is by no means
small.

For this reason the greatest transpor-
tation magnate of the age' is entitled to
the thanks of the people of the Colum-
bia Basin. They are also .grateful to
him for his earnest effort during his
recent visit here to get in touch with
the people and learn of their needs. In-
cidentally, much credit Is due to Presi-
dent A. L. Mohler and his efficient lieu-
tenants of the O. R. & N. Mr. Mohler's
familiarity with the needs of Portland
and his earnest efforts in our behalf
have been powerful factors In bringing
about such a marked improvement as
Is now assured In both rail and water
transportation to and from this port
The O. R. & N. has "made good" on
some of the most Important promises
made to Portland, and shows every In- -,

dlcatlon of doing the same with the
others, and Portland will not be back-
ward about returning the compliment

THE HERO OF AN HOUR.
The Manchester (N. H.) Union pub-

lishes an Interesting tribute to "Saxle"
Pike, an obscure veteran of the Civil
War, who was drum major of the First
New Hampshire Volunteers when they
passed through Baltimore on their way
to Washington, a few days after the
firing on the Sixth Massachusetts by
the city mob. "Saxie" Pike was the
real leader on this day of his regiment
for he pushed the hostile throng one
side with his baton, assuring the crowd
that the regiment carried loaded mus-
kets and were ordered to use them.
Had "Saxie" Pike fallen that day he
would have been accepted as a hero;
he would have ha"d a monument; But
the mob were somewhat imposed upon
by his' towering form and imperious
manner, and did not attempt to draw
his fire. "Saxie" Pike was a hero that
day, but when he came home from
service he dropped back into his ancient
shape of the most,majestic drum major
in New England, a peripatetic vendor
of polishing powder and "a character."
He never forgot that he was "a hero"
for one day in Baltimore, and for years
afterward he reminded those who. had
forgotten it by saying with great dig-
nity, "I am 'Saxie Pike."

After the war this poor, humble man
was among the' most insignificant of
his city's illustrious obscure; he had In-

vited death as. fearlessly as Colonel
Ellsworth, but while Ellsworth was shot
dead and 'Obtained a martyr's crown,
the Baltimore mob' spared "Saxie" Pike,
perhaps because they were awed by hls-ta-ll

form surmounted by a towering
bearskin cap, or perhaps because they
were amused at the effrontery ot the
big Yankee drum major in jsilpplylng
for the regiment the spirit with which
the Colonel on that day was reported
not to be adequately stocked. There
have been many "Saxie" Pikes in his-
tory; heroes for the day or the hour,
who rose suddenly to the level of a
great emergency and then sank back
for life Into the atmosphere of common-
place. Moll Pitcher serving a dead hus- -.

band's 'gun at Monmouth is a case In
point The woman was nobody in par-
ticular up to that hour, and she was
nobody in particular all the rest of her
days.

As Major Pltcsim leaped over the

American intrenchme'nts at Bunker Hill
he was shot dead by a negro. If an
American, white soldier of social stand-
ing had killed Pltcairn, it would have
put him in the line cf promotion. Cris-p- us

Attacks, the" negro, who' was shot
dead by the British soldiers, in the ed

"Boston mass acre, "has a monu-
ment in Boston, although he was prob-abl- y

nothing but a rough, fighting fel-
low who quarreled with 'the soldiers
without knowing or caring much about
the controversy that brought on the
Revolution. Davy Gam .was a hum-
ble Welshman who helped save the life
of Henry V at Aglncourt.and met his
own death. "His name is quoted in
Shakespeare's play. The famous ride
of Paul Revere seems to have been
about the only thing he did In the Rev-
olution of notable consequence

There have been men who have made
a single speech of excellent quality,
like that made In the British Parlia-
ment in the eighteenth century by "Sin-
gle Speech" Hamilton; there have been
men like Marshal Augereau, who fought
one battle splendidly, Castlgllone, and
always fought unsklllfully afterwards;
there have been men like Gray, who
have written a single poem of great
merit and have never written another;
there have been men who have written,
a single great play, .a single fine novel,
and produced nothlng'subsequently of
any literary value. The "Saxie" Pikes
are found in all walks of life; the fel-
lows who, under some sudden stimu-
lus, completely outdo themselves and
fall back to their normal state of Intel-
lectual barrenness and mediocrity.

The discovery of the cause of "the
"sleeping sickness" which has depopu-
lated parts of Uganda is to be credited,
according to Professor Ray Lancaster,
to Colonel D. Bruce, of the British array
medical service, whp, "byl an energetic
system of collecting the flfe3 present in
some hundred different localities around
Entebbe, showed, first that the fly
Glosslna palpalls is abundant, though
partially distributed. In that region;
and, second, that where It occurs

"sleeping sickness occurs and where
it Is absent sleeping sickness Is
absent. This was followed by di-

rect experiments on inoculation
by the fly." The fly whose bite
causes the sleeping" sickness is simply a
variety of the tsetse fly, which destroys
cattle and horses in East jVfrica. A
curious thing in' this connection Is the
fact, that the bite of the tsetse .fly,
tfibugh fatal to cattle, Is harmless to
man, and that the bite of the Glosslna
palpalls, which Is fatal tQ the natives
of Uganda, does no harm to white peo-
ple. No preventive for sleeplng-slck-ne- ss

has yet been found. When found
It will probably point to a way of pre-

venting or curing the cattle disease
which scourges East and South Africa.
As the discovery of the agency of. the
mosquito in causing malarial disease
was the work of Major Ross, of the
British army, and the discovery of the
mosquito which spreads yellow fever
was due to Dr. Reld, of this country,
Anglo-Saxo- n aaedlcal science has made
a record which the more scientific
French and Germans will have to try
to excel. Koch's tuberculosis discovery
and Pasteur's various fruitful discov-
eries In this field have very great merit,
but, as the Baltimore Sun pertinently
observes, they hardly equal those men-
tioned above in fresh practical interest

The American Grocer's figures upon
the tomato and corn "pack" In the
United States and Canada show that In
tomatoes 1903 holds the record. The
packing Industry has been notably ex-

panded in Virginia and Maryland.
Maryland heads the list with 4,687,224
cases of tomatoes, two dozen tins to
the case, no other state having as many
as a million cases. Indiana, with 989,-0- 81

cases, takes second place. Then fol-

low New Jersey, California, Delaware,
Virginia and West Virginia. Mary-
land's Increase over 1902 was 173,842
cases and that of the two Virginias was
497,015 cases. The total for the United
States and Canada Is over 1,000,000 cases
more than last year. The corn pack was
4,751,146 cases, against 4,191,087 last
year, but fell below 1900, when the rec-
ord was 6,485,624 cases. Illinois led with
1,056,540 cases, followed by Iowa with
857,700 cases; Maryland and Virginia
with 589,589 cases, and New York,
Maine and Ohio with smaller outputs.,,;
The weather was unfavorable for the
sweet corn of Maine and New York.

The great value of timber Is shown In
the case of a tree recently cut near
Waynesville, N. C. This giant of the
Alleghany Mountains was a curly pop-

lar, so large that twelve horses were
required to haul away the butt cut,
which was twelve feet long. The low-
est limb was eighty feet from the
ground. This single tree contained 25,-0-

feet of first-cla- ss lumber, most of It
useful as veneering, and Its value was
$1500. The single tree wa3 worth more
than the entire mountain farm upon
which It stood.

Hysterics.
Brooklyn Eagle.

Are not some newspapers and some
people becoming a trifle hysterical over
the alleged plot for a second massacre of
Jews in KIshlnef? No man
believed that the Russian government,
harsh as its treatment of Jews has al-

ways been, encouraged or condoned" the
late shocking outrages that made Klsh-in- ef

a name of horror throughout the
whole civilized world. Supposing that
wo have certain knowledge of a plot
among the KIshlnef "Christians"-

-

to
slaughter their fellow-citize- is It not
safe to presume that the Russian govern-
ment knows as much as we do If not
a little more? And the Russian govern-
ment Js obviously not anxious for a re-

currence of --the violence that eventuated
in murder and mayhem a few months
ago. We may assume that It is taking
precautions promptly to suppress all out-
breaks for the simple reason that neglect
to do so would assure a repetition of the
universal criticism under which It once so
evidently smarted. But and again there
is supposition for the sake of the argu-
mentIf the government at St Petersburg
is careless or indifferent, to the fate of the
Bessarablan Jews, it will not be awakened
to a sense of its duty by mass meetings
held In New York, no matter how earnest
the orators nor how scarce the suspicion
that the meetings are promoted mainly

"for advertising purposes.

Grimy Faces the Style.
Chicago Record-Heral- d.

Unwashed faces and dirty hands are
the height of fashion in Bloomington. A
break In the waterworks system has
brought about a serious condition of af-
fairs. No water is to be had and cisterns
and wells are dry as the result of a pro-
tracted drouth. So serious is the situa-
tion that the State University may be.
closed.

Factories and hot water plants have
been forced to abandon operations. In
the fraternity houses at the university,
in which live a majority of the students,
many are, preparing to leave because they
complain they have to come to this city
when they want a bath. The break in the
waterworks, experts have determined,
cannot be effectively repaired in less than
two months.

Y4EWS OF THE JIROODOIS HORROR

Measures'of Prevention.
New York Times.

Additional precautions may and must
be enforced in view of the failure of those
there taken, precautions relating not only
to the .structure, but to its furnishing
'and. Its administration. Here on one side
of curtain which did not work
at the moment of need, were the inflammable

contents of the stage; on the other
the combustible seats and the combusti-
ble floor of the auditorium. There are
methods of at least greatly reducing the
Inflammability ot the fittings of the stage;
there are methods of absolutely banish-
ing all combustible material from, the au-
ditorium. These methods the- - sct --interest
of managers will force them now to take,
and official Inspection should make it cer-
tain that they take them. But when all
that has been done, there is no guarantee
agalnstpanic blind and 'insane panic,
which slays more than Are or smoke. Such
guarantees should be exacted. Panic broke
loose and slew its victims even on the
broad and secure spaces of the" Brooklyn
bridge, where there was no physical cause,
of alarm. But panic does not break out
where discipline prevails. It does not
break oat an a ship at sea, because there
there is "Are-dril- l" when there is no Are.
There should be such drill in tljeaters.
Surely, at least it should be ascertained,
at "every performance, that the-- flre cur-
tain, between the stage and the audience
Is in working order. Surely, at least the
audience should be allowed and compelled
to use and learn, when there Is no danger,
the exits whfch they are expected' to use
In emergencies, when they, are sure to be
governed by ' habit and not by reason.
When all has been done that can be done,
a theater may still be a dangerous place.
But it is certain that in the very

of our theaters less Is done than
can be done by way of precaution against
the danger that particularly and contin-
ually besets those edifices.

The Fatality of Panic.
Chicago Inter-Ocea- n.

At least nine-tent- of the victims of'
the Iroquois Theater horror were slain
by the overwhelming power of their own
emotions. The primary lnstmct of

bade them flee. It over-
powered In them all reason and Judg-
ment, and they lied, but In such manner
that their very efforts to escape but
made certain their destruction. They
fell vlctlme to panic fear.

This is said In all humility, for no man
on earth can be positive, had he been
there, that he would not have done Just
what those hapless hundreds did. None
of us can be certain that when the, mo-
ment of trial comes he will be free from
panic fear.

Yet It is quite plain that nearly or
quite .all would have escaped had they
been able to control their fear. Such
Incidents as those of Irene Jones, the
young girl who led her companions out
of the Jaws of death, and of the escape
of the Dillon family, among the last to
leave the deadly gallery, show what was
the way of safety. But hundreds were

'so overpowered by panic fear that they
could not take that way.

The most terrible of human emotions is
panic fear. It spares neither age nor sex.
It destroys here one strong man andpasses over another. It sends here weakgirls shrieking to death and permits othersequally weak to go forth to life. No lawcan repress It No Ingenuity of man can
prevent it No public opinion can check
Its deadly work. Civilization stands help-
less before it The most rigrd

can only hope to prevail against

The facts must humble to the dust thepride of human nature In Itself. They
might well move us all to add to the pe-
tition" for deliverance from "battle, mur-
der and sudden death," a. dally and hourly
prayer to be saved from panic fear.

For such catastrophes as that whicb,-no-

afflicts Chicago must make us all
feel that none can hope to stand under
such a trial by our own strength or with-
out the special grace of God.

Murdered by Painted Shams.
Minneapolis Tribune.

A score of Chicago theaters have no as-
bestos curtains. They have only cheap
shams of Inflammable canvas or burlaps,
painted to look like asbestos, like that
which disappeared In the Iroguols Thea-
ter fire. These houses have been closed by
order of the Mayor. They will coin no
riiore precious human life Into dirty money
at present How many other theaters are
saving money by using these murderous
imitations of asbestos? The question
seems pertinent The Chicago architects
Who advised the closing of all the thea-
ters knew what they were about' No ony
is better acquainted with the fraudulent
and murderous economies of jerry build-
ing then the architects whose estimates
are cut down to make them.

Now let us have done with this sicken-
ing twaddle about the responsibility of
panic-stricke- n audiences for their own
destruction. It is a stale .trick of the
murderer to trv to 'malt nut th.it hio
victim committed suicide. Before men and
women are asked to remain passive and
obedient in the face of death, they must
have more confidence In those who askIt The degree of confidence that .existed
before this flre has saved many lives In

theaters; but It betrayed
hundreds to destruction in Chicago. Now
it is fatally shaken. It can be restoredonly by stern dealing with the guilty. Ifguns are carried Into theaters, it will not
be by ushers. If anybody shall be shot
down In a rush for exits. It will not be
women and children.

Where does the building Inspection serv-
ice of Chicago come in? The law has been
violated systematically under Its nose.
How much of the notorious graft revenue
of Chicago has been nald bv the thata- -

An Inspector visited the Iroquois just bel
lore ine nre. now mucn boodle did hecarry away with him? If the public nd

for Justice be not quickly satisfied,
it will deepen to a growl for vengeance!
The theater managers ana the building

have been very chummy to-
gether. Let those who can be provedguilty of manslaughter chum together inthe same cell.

Served Him Right.
Birmingham PostIt was a raw, cold night and the rain

fell pitilessly as an omnibus drew up atthe corner ot Oxford street A thinly-cla- d
young woman stood on the curb and
looked imploringly at the conductor. The
latter, an Irishman, speaking In reply to
the mute Inquiry, said: "Shure, It's full Iam;' but" glancing again at the little
one "come on, me honey, in wld ye;
Ol'll chance It" The little woman . was
squeezed Into a seat; but the 'bus. had not
proceeded very far when the following In-
cident occurred: In the corner seat was
a fop, who, with eyeglasses firmly fixed,"
had been watching the proceedings, and
as the vehicle eased up he called out:

"Conductah!"
"Sor!"
"Are you aware that you have one over

your number?"
" 'Aye I sor? Ol'll see." Pat counts, be-

ginning at the opposite corner, leaving"
the "Johnny" until the last "Wan, two,
three, four, five, six, slvln. eight, noine.
tin, 'leven. twelve, thlr so I have, and,
be Jove! ye're the very wan. Out ye
come!" And he went

Milwaukee Men to Deal in Turtle Oil.
Milwaukee Sentinel.

Articles of incorporation for the Green
Soa Turtle Company, of Milwaukee, have
been filed In the Secretary of State's of-

fice to send out properly equipped ves-
sels to capture and purchase green sea
and other turtles along the coast of Costa
Rica and other places. The company will
prepare the Tneat shells and eggs of the
amphibious animals for market and in
course of time will extract the oils from
the carcasses and can and battle it for
the market The stock Is divided into
35.0C0 shares, which will be sold at 41
a share

SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST PRESS.

The Brutal Woman-Hate- r.

Pendleton Guide.
when a woman sets so she doesn't care

Labotrtjthe size ot her feet and turns her at
tention enureiy to her soul, you can set
It down that old age Is creeping on.

Penalties of Progress.
Canyon City Eagle.

That the only means of traveling In the
interior of Oregon is by stage coach Is
gratifying to many people when accounts
of the railroad wrecks in the East are
read. The stage coach may be overturned
occasionally, but a serious accident Is very
rare. More people were killed in a pas-
senger wreck at Laurel Run last week
than-hav- even so much n fin ininnxi
on the stage coaches of the entire Pacific
Coast since the earliest stage-coac- h period.

Fame Not Desired.
Whatcom Reviile.

It is a rather peculiar coincidence that
the Glee Clubs of both the University of
Washington and the Stanford University
should get Into trouble with saloonkeep-
ers along about the same time. Have the
saloonkeepers formed a conspiracy against--

college boys, or the college boys
against the saloonkeepers? Whatever the
cause, the little incident made very ef-
fective advance press notices for the
clubs.

No Corner on "Glory.
Salem Statesman.

An exchange which has no good word
whatever for the Legislature that hasjust adjourned, even denies it the "nega-
tive virtue" ot a short session, claiming
that a Democratic Governor wrung that
result from the members, though there
Is no evidence anywhere that the mem-
bers were not as much In favor of" a short
session as the Governor. There is no
reason why they should not have been.
In common with- - His Excellency, they are
all men. and many of them made this
country before he ever saw anything fur-
ther West than the Mississippi River. Why
not admit that everybody wanted a short
session?

Poor Man the Real Taxpayer.
Tillamook Independent

The Legislature was wise enough to at-
tach the emergency-claus- e to every bill but
the one exempting J300 of personal proper-
ty from taxation to heads 6t families.
Well, damn a poor man, anyway! He'll
have to pay taxes next year, as sure as
shooting. And then, along about April or
May, these same wise guys will be around
whooping about "how we taxed the cor-
porations; how we did poke It Into the rich
man I" And then the poor man, who pays
all of the taxes anyway, will walk right
up to the polls and vote to send these
same wise guys back to the Legislature,
or make Congressmen of them, or Judges,
or District Attorneys.

palls It the Governor's Triumph.
Lebanon Criterion.

The most conspicuous thing connected
with the session is that George E. Cham-
berlain Is a "power." and, as such, has not
only bridled a Republican majority and
lea them to water, but has made them
drink as well. The Governor took des-
perate risks when he attempted to drive
a Legislature of the opposite political
faith, and for a while it looked very much
as if he had lost but later developments
proved the contrary. The triumph of the
Governor will add much to his political
fortunes and about all there Is for the
Republicans to do is to' yell "we killed
the bear," and being more of them they
can probably make the most noise.

Power of Mr. and Mrs; Press.
Athena Press.

We did the stunt of making a train from
Weston to the station Christmas day, In
company with Mrs. Press and a lady
friend, thatmadeRooseveltian strenuosity
pale into an insignificant Spanish siesta;
relegated the festive Jackrabblt Into a
class with the cow, so far as speed is con-
cerned, but we" made the train, thanks to
the generous soul of Conductor Patton,
who always holds his train at that particu-
lar station when there is anything doing
between- - a fleet-foot- prospective passen-
ger and" time, distance, of course, always
being taken Into consideration. Time was
no. object lirthls Instance. It was all e(

and the conductor and
"Nick" Geberdlng evidently enjoyed the
gait we accumulated so rapidly that we
did not have time to size up Pine Creek

"scenery en route.

Uses of the Grange.'
Hlllsboro Argus.

Farmers should belong to their local
Grange, as this is an educating factor,
second to none, for the agricultural ele-

ment. It affords a means of
and Is the slogan of the hour.
The big manufacturers and capitalists are
organized and the farmers should orga-
nize. They should place themselves in a
position to take united action upon im-
portant measures which touch upon na-
tional life, and therein prove an intelligent
factor In representative affairs. The time
Is rapidly approaching when farmers must
either think for themselves, and 'force their
Ideas to the front, or take a back seat
and bear a practical disfranchisement.
When the present object lessons show
that all lines of industry and commerce
are organizing for mutual benefit, farm-
ers should not be slow In taking this
question up in Its proper form, and de-

ducing a salient lessen.

Attention LacKing but Needed.
Milton Eagle.

Now that the portage road and The
Dalles-Celll- o canal projects nr practically
safe the Inland Empire should turn her at-

tention to another very Important matter,
viz: that of securing state and National
aid in establishing a general system of
irrigation throughout Eastern Oregon. We
have millions of acres of deep rich soil,
as fertile and as capable of producing
grain, fruit and vegetables as- are the
black lands of the Mississippi Valley,
which only require a little judicious appli-
cation of water at the proper time to con-
vert them into perfect gardens of wealth.
As there Isn't sufficient water at all times
in the streams It must be stored in great
reservoirs and brought from subterranean
lakes and streams, both by natural and
artificial means. A practical effort of this
kind will require an Immense outlay of
money, but give to the virgin soil of East
Oregon a chance to do its best and she
will soon produce wealth enough to re-
pay the necessary expense a thousand-
fold.

Stands by His Friend.
Salem Statesman.

In addition to his well-earn- title of
"Grand Old Man," Mayor Williams, of
Portland, Is entitled to the sobriquet of
"Stonewall." Few men would withstand
the pressure which has been brought to
bear to Induce him to remove Chief Hunt
from the head of the Portland Police De-

partment Of course. Mayor Williams has
not lived SO years, most of them having
been spent in public life, and many times
being under the most severe flre himself,
frequently of the most dirty character,
without learning that contrary to a well-wo-

maxim, there can Often be a great
deaIof smoke without any flre whatever.
If a crowd of politicians, pulling 'together
for'an agreed purpose, decide that some
man Is In their way, It is no trouble to
start an immense amount of smoke with-
out the formality of kindling any flre. If
smoke "is what is wanted, smoke will be
forthcoming in quantities galore. From
this distance it is not easy to know the
real condition of affairs in Portland, but
the firmness of Mayor Williams in the
matter of standing by his friends is to be

i commended. He believes the Chief to be
honest and capable, and, unless he can be
made to know to the contrary, he could

. not be expected summarily to rep"ve him
i from the position he holds.

y JJ0JE ANOMMENT.
On the Qui Vive.

Mrs. Annie Ease and 'Case. FuQua went to
Heppner today. Watch, Xor later .anaoince- -
mtat. lone Tost

Sport in Michigan.
We net that the staff ot Emergency Hos-

pital held its regular weekly cros3-dt- y hunt
with a more or less delirious patient, clad as
airily as usual in a nlght-shir- t, as the quar-
ry. Detroit Journal.

Smash 'Em Up, Fred.
It lsmnoored' that Fred Bonebrake will teach

the Spring term ot school here, Fred Js one
ot Douglas County's successful'

young peda-
gogues, and we hope the rumor may prove
irue'. Dixonvllle correspondence ot Boseburg
(Or.) Review. v

Sentence Sermons.
, (After a popular model.)

Toll the truth and go broke.
To the. prude all lights are red.
Money talks and the preacher hears a

call.
A man without silver for the plate may

have a heart of gold.
Better bo orthodox and miserable than

heterodox and happy.
It's easy to discover a liking for a

church that has a good choir.
A nickel In the ""contribution box Is

worth two in the slot machine.
If a preacher practiced what he

preaches he'd have no time to preach.
The business man carrying the contri-

bution box doesn't look halt so inter-
ested as- when he is counting up his
cash register.

. Portland can point with pride to a
horsethlef not yet in his teens.

It Is curious that a sinking fund should
be used to raise a floating debt

Funnily enough, the book agent who
charged Cannon was the one to go off.

The Holy Rollers prefer borrowed
plumes to those that are "thrust upon
them.

Each year the cold In the East breaks
all records, and yet Summer is warm
enough to thaw out the ice.

The deaf-mu- te woman who sues for
divorce was helped to understand the
tenor of her husband's language by his
choking her.

WANTED SIX THOROVGHBRED INDIAN
squaws to assist in serving tea at a literary
reception. Must be unwashed and know
how to pronounco Sacajawea. Apply, ono
at a time, to T. Z.

It Is proposed to run a fence along
the boundary between this country and

'Canada. People laugh at this, forgetting
that the tariff amounts to the same thing.

The pride of the Shaver Line was ap-
proaching the dock.

"Ahoy! What steamer's that?"
"No Wonder."
"I can see that but what's her name?"
Some sage has summed up his obser-

vations of life in one sentence. "After
"all. one of the great perhaps the grea-
testpleasures in life Is to get things
over." The sago must have written this
aftor a "delightfully Informal dinner."

The latest fad in Chicago is to give
fish dinners with live fish on the table.
The plan would be interesting if carried
further. To introduce a calf when veal
cutlets were served would be an admir-
able idea. A bull led around the room
whilst roast beef was being eaten would
be an agreeable novelty. Snails and
frogs would prove Interesting in a soup
tureen. Lobsters would evidently be
superfluous.

The local medical fraternity is taking
considerable Interest in the case of
Onetta. a whirling Dervish dancer, who
appears at the Odeon Theater thi3 week,
says the Baltimore Herald. The lady in
question is capable of whirling around
for an hour without stopping, at the end
of which time she manifests neither
dizziness, heart weakness nor any of
the other symptoms, such as brain con-
cussion, which doctors have always
maintained follow rotary exercise.

And yet Onetta. If at all like an ordi-
nary woman, if taken a block out of her
accustomed streets, would feel "turned
all around."

Jewer think Christian Science helped
one to wear trousers? Here is what Lil-
lian Russell says:

Well, when it became necessary to dress aa
a man for a tew brief minutes I have called
my religion to my rescue, aa I have many
times. Do not bother about it, I said. Justput them on and be natural.

And Lulu Glaser on the same subject
says:

When I first appeared as a boy I shud-
dered. Then t made up my mind not to
think about well, about anything like a dis-
play. When you have worn skirts all your
life It is something to put on clothes adapted
to a man. There is where mind force is nec-
essary. Now. I am only concerned why my
well, trousers. If you will bag at the knees.

Disinterested observers would have
concluded that for either of the ladies
to get into trousers "mind force" must
be less depended upon than main force.

WEX. J.

OUT OF THE GINGER JAR.

singleton So you believe In the emancipa-
tion of women, do you? Wederly Yes; they're
overdoing the proclamation buslnees.Chlc&go
News.

Hawkins I have lost all not a thing remains.
Robblns But think of your friends. Hawkins

That's so. It's pretty hard on them, too.
Town Topics.

Barnes You are looking uncommonly cheer-
ful this morning, Howes. Howes I have rea-
son to. I have the proud satisfaction of know-
ing I don't owe a cent toany man in the
world. I have gone through insolvency, you
know. Boston Transcript.

"I have a very unpleasant duty to perform,"
said 'the chief. "The management desires to

'dispense with your rervices." The office boy
heaved a deep sigh of relief. "Gee!" he said,
"I fought for a minnlt youse was goln to
flre me." Cincinnati Tribune.

Yeast Did you ever notice that when the
question about obeying Is put to women In the
marriage ceremony, some of them answer
louder than others? Crimsonbeak Ob, yes, I've
noticed It. The ones who say "yes" the
loudest are the ones who know their husbands
will never dare to ask them to obey. Yonkers
Statesman.

Mrs. Naggsby A man who was more or less
handsome called at the house to see you this
evening., Naggsby What do you mean by a
man being" more or less handsome? Mrs.
Naggsby I rr;ean that he was more handsome
than you and less handsome than the man I
"was foolish enough to throw over for you.
Kennebec Journal.

Mrs. Newlywed No, can't say that I think
much of my new sewing machine. It Is dis-

appointing. Mrs. Oldglrl Why, ft Is a very
good make. What seems to be the trouble?
Mrs. Newlywed I don't know exactly, but
when I tried to sew some buttons on Mr.
Ncwlywed'a ehlrts yesterday It broke every
last one of them. Cincinnati Times-Sta- r.

Proud father I tell you, sir, that boy of
mine will be a wonder! Friend (wearily)
What wonderful thing? has be done now?
Proud father Why. the other day he ate all
the preserves In- the pantry I overheard him
say. as he smeared the cat's face with the
stuff: 'Tm sorry. Tom, to do thl3, but I caa't
feave th old folks ouspect mc." Smart Stt--


