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Find Evidence of Gross Negligence

’ L]
B THE greatest Sisaster which has
" A bappened ip Chicago since tho great
fire of 1571, the Irogquois Theater firs
| bhas mimos: monopolized the spuce of the
Chicsgy newspmpers for e last week.
They have shown dable newspmp
enterprise io collecting the news of the af-
fatr and ‘inarfanging It =0 as to e intellt-
sitile to thelr readers. After the foat
fssus following the fire, they have devoted
, thelr energy principally  to telling' the
gatse and placing the bame &8 well a8
pelating the stringent measures taken by
the oity suthorities for the protection of
ihsater audiences in foture. They have
Sllustrated the affalr without sintng
spete, but thelr photographers have evi-
dently been handicapped by smoke, dark-
Desa and snow, for many of the plctures
are bhuared and indistinet as to detall

The day after the fire the Tribune gave
Lp eight pages tp the story of 1t, having
Betle bewides this except the statement
that it wuy dus to the fallure of the as-
beston curtain to work. A page and s half
was given op exclusively to & Ust of the
known dead, the missing and the injured

pr papers handied the aubject In equal-

complete detall

was on ithe following déay that the
public Indigoation burst out against the
managers and bullders of the themter and
fhe city suthoritles While much spade
was cocupied with the story of the (den-
tifSeation und remowval of the dead, atten-
tion was turned mainly to placiag the re-
pponsibility, exposing the cause and tell-
Ing of the messures for the punishment
of the gulity. On that day the investiga-
Lion by the city suthorities begun and ar-
tests were muds, The dlscovery was made
©f the attempt to destroy the evidence
that the stage skylights were colosed.
There are numercus pictures, imaginary,
of course, of the horrible scene at the
stampede, and halftones of the theater
as it appeared after the disaster. There
Rre alao many pictures of the victims The
Tribune devoting three pages to them.

Gloom Marks the New Year.

The New Year's eflitions are marked
with giopm instend of the uspal Soyous
tone. The Tribune begins its story of the
affnir with the words: *““The New Year
oame to Chicago with muffied drumae
The Chronicle sald:

Gloom settled cver 1he entire community
yosinrday. The duy wuwsunlly ushered in by
bolme arnd marked by ihe joyousness of holl-
day festivilies bote the sbadow of an awiul
ealamity. No such day was ever seenm in Chl-
cagn, for it wore the hush of horror.

Thery werep Tower on the strewis than ths
goisiest Eunday that the oty ever passed
Sherw was practicsily oo business, and resoris
that are usually fregoemtsd when business is

suspansied wers remarkally free of freguent-
(1. The strest-carn, crowded by pleasure-
sechety on the ordinary bholiday, oarrid few

passengers.  Suburban trains might, for the
gacet part, have been abandsond, so llght was
the trafle to and from the suburba

The Inter Ocesn of that day tells of the

steps taken to make New Year's a day |

A NEW YEAR'S FRAYER.

aG. T, P. in Chicago Intar Ceean,

For bomes that now lle desoiate,
For bearis that mourn In vain
For these who, siricken sore by Fate,
Writhe in the Erasp of pain;
For these we pray, with on accond,
5 Thy pity and thy mercy, Lond

e LI

The Ol Tesr In & mist of Death
; Fudee alowly from our saddened view,
A wail gpon his parting breath
1 That hmils the advent of the New;
Humbly we gray, with one sccovd,
b Thy pity and Thy mersmy, Lond
Though from the ciouds of Borrow's
night
The thunderbolt of wrath was huried,
We bow =0cre the Word of Might,
The awifal Wil that rules the world;
Humbly we pray, with one aroerd,
Thy pity and Thy mercy, Lord

In wends of wos Thy servanis wesp,

The darknsss pathers fasi arcund,
Te Thy great throme the mourpera
cresp,

Ne comfort save in Thee ts found;
Fuomibly we pray, with one aosord,
Thy pity and Thy mercy, Lord

bessssssssssssssssssssasnsssbossssrssavasassd

of mourning instead of nolsy rejoicing,
the sale of all the usual nolse-making de-
wvices being stopped and the Neonses and
stonks of poddiers of such articies beling
taken away until after the New Year. On
that day began the burind of the dead
Bod the Chromicle says of It:

Chicage yesierday begaz (o lay away her
Bsad The silent New Year's morning broke
on & city palisd and mantied with grief, and
night Bad fallen ere the last cortege had re-
turned from the osmeteries, whers victims of
the Irogusis Thealer CRIARIrOphe Are Dow slesh.
ing their last siesp. Christmas greensty had
been Bastlly torm dows @ way f[or the
tiladk tmppings of woer, and Bl through the
day and night the rallroads bore from the eity
e bodles of oul-of-town visllors whe had
disd In the fire

The Rascord-Herald eginsg its account
ot the funerais:

Tiils & Sabbath sciliness broodsd over the
oity, & dunired funerals pamsed !n moumful
|m through the etreets yesterduy. In
e mmow-covernd oeineteriess half & housand
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VIEW OF THE PARQUET CIRCLE FROM THE STAGE.
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the dead,
of fire at

who had perisbhnd o the becatamb
the lroguols Thester, with closed

hanids, coffined and parbed
y cellars snd back roome of

for the tomh

morgoes, 4 scofs remained unldentified. Over
all & lmdon aky. Un ot m froasn, Fnow-
mantied earth. It was Nineteen Hundred and
Four i Chicaga.

Chilcago's darkest New TYear's was & day
of =flence The rictous, camival nolees of
other years were Iacking n downlown thor
oughinres, There wers no exploslons of cannon
and firecrackers, no tootine of horms ADd
whistles, pone of the din and recket charde-

terietic of New Year's thoughtless ezubernnos,
Their absénce was the tribuwie of the sirest
o e Sy's sormow,

Only One Defender of Gullity.

The only paper which sesms to have &
word 1o say in palliation of the indizna-
tion aguinst the theater managers and
city officlals s the Chronicle, the Demo-
critie newspaper, Mayor Harrison being
also & Demoorat. It sald on the marnilg
of January i:

Propla who belleve In a superintending
power In the universe most admit that It
was an inscrutable Providence If there bad
besn any obvious lack of csre in the con-
piruction and management of the thestst It
would bave been Alfferent. hut the mystery
is that the greatest of all American theater
disasters ahould have ocourred In wspite of
ithe most slaboraie and cooetly preparsiions
for human safety over devised,

The air is filled with rumors, of coursn, s
it always Is ut such times, Dut there s as
yot Do well-groundsi resson W belleve thas
any known precaution was neglected to maks
the theater safe for human His ia case of &
fire or & panie

Monsy was lterally lavished on It There
were 25 exits of cnosual width Fire-axtin-
puisking chemicals were hung esverywhare
and Instantly ussd. A representsllve of the
firs department was on the spol.  Thare was
g asbeston fire curtain The managers ware
two of the most libernl end experienced men
in ths profession. But after sll the loss of
1tfe was the largest and most heart.sickening
ever known in such a place on this continent

Thia is mo tims for & discussion an o the
responsibility for the catastropha or for the
expreasion of hasty opinicns on the subject of
mfeguanrding the peopls agalnat further Jdis-
asters of 1he kind. No doubt there wiil be a
ssarching inguilry, and probably useful jes-
sons wiil be drawn from the tragsdy which
has brought sorrow to many homen

But it changed Its tune the next day. In
commenting on the sed contrast between
the brightness of the faces seen In the
reproduced pletures of the dead and the
harrible shapea into whick they were
crunhed in the stampede, It =ald:

What is the lesson? Wherdver these gwent
inces look up from thé printed page into the
paffused] o«yvs of grisf-sirighen humanity st
e resolution be meds that with redoubled
diligencs ways and mmane shall bs sought
snd discoversd that will jeevent forever In

gaves ware being dug. In sx many homes Iny ! the foture such scenes of horror Ak we have

wilnessed during the last week

This was o symptom of the wave of in-
dignation which had burst out agalnst the
gullty as the facts became known, and
which found its echo In even the Chron-
itle's newn columns, The Inter Ocean runs
the Tollowing head over the whole of its
front page:

Theater Called a Firetrap.

“Asbestos curtain in theater denth-trap
ennihilnted by binst of alr during fire
‘Fireproof” guard, flimsily made of but ono

71 BURY MY DEAD’

W. D. N. in Chicago Tribune.
The Rachel of the citien
Loocked nusither right mor left:
Ehe croobed the croom of plthes—
The song of the bereft
Ome side was laughter swelling;
Ooe side were light and chesr—
The piay and plesmary telling
The coming of the year.
I bury my dead™
Ehe sald,

Some oalled: “Take bhesst of soqrow,
Forgetting yesterday:
Look enward to the morrow
That dances down the way!™
Adove her sons and daughters
Bhe bowed her head, and wept,
Ene mat beside the waters
That, Marmh-hitter, creptl
“1 bury my dead’
Ehe aaid

Bome came all alowly, sesking
Thelr sympathy te show,
Words fitly chomen, speaking.
Ehe broaihed: “‘Alons | go—
Alope with all my grisving;

Alones beside my loet,
My hodden sackcloth weaving,
For 1 must pay the coet,
1 bury the dead—
My dead!™”

Ehe changed her wreatha of baolly,
Her wrenths of joyous bue,
Her marks of fun asd fally,
For cypresa and for roe
This Rachel of the cities
Crooned low the requiem
Hient of & thousand piiles,
Abore her dead—for them.
“1 bury my Sead™
She eald.

put upon ft. Bmall fragments now [tter
the floor of the fatsl playlouse. Terrible
tragedy would bave been lessened, if not
avertad, If curtaln had been properly
made.” The Tribune heads its cartoon con
the same day: ‘“Death-trap where un-
Jocked door might have saved hundreds.”
In telling of the worthless curtain, it gives
ithis heading: ““‘Curtain bought because
cheap. Asbestos drop in Iroquols made of
secorid grade of ‘fireproo!” goods. Ex-
pense (5 558 lower. Boston dealer admits
he sold poorer quality of required safety
deviea™

The story following this head states
that analysis showed that, whilse there

{
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wias some aabestos In it, the cuortain was |

made inrgely of wood pulp, which is highly
inflamméble. Below this article !s an In-
tervidw with William Clendenin, editor of
the Fireproof Magazine, denouncing the

| Iroquols as & fire-trap, and adding:

The whole thing wap & rush construction.
It wos besutiful, bui it was cheap. Every-
thing bet the ptructural mempers was of
wood; Lhe roller on the asbeates curtialn, the
pulleys, all a chaad comproming

The blame for the existence of the death
trap is divided between the builders and
mangers of the theater in not complying
with the bullding ordinance, and the city
afficials in not gompemn.g them to do so.
The campalgn on this subject was falrly
opened on the moming lof January 1. The
Record-Herald and Tribune stata that on
November 2 Bullling Commissloner Will-
jams made a report detalling the viola-
tlone of the -bullding crdinances at the va-
rious theaters. This report glves detalls
as to each of M theaters, It shows that
only one had fireproof paint; one had auto-
matic sprinklers and that ons not on the
stige; only three had water tunks on the
roof; none had the exits indicated on the
programme; 11 had asbeéstos curtains, four
buriap curtsins, I1 linen curtaine, two
eanves curtalng and the others claim
fireproof curtalns without speclfying ma-
terial' or make no report; 15 have exita
marked, 11 have them not marked at all,
and the others have the marks oot plain
enough or not according to law: 2 have
fire extinguishers, § have none at all, and
the others are insufficlently provided or
have fire hoss or other devices;
fire alarms, 2 have none and one has a
fire alarm half a block distant; 1 have
firemen on the stage, one has a privats
watchman, and 22 have no such protec-
tion. All the precautions named sre re-
quired by the bullding ordinance.

Guilt of City Officlals.

This teport, which was printed in full in
the HRecord-Heraild, occupled six eolumns.
It was transmitied on November 2 to
Mayor Harrison, who sent it to the Coun-
cll with the recommendation that it be

referred to the Judicliry committee, re-
marking: “"The viclations are so qumeronss

| was mlow to not

pel observance of the ordinances without
closing practically all the theaters of the
city.” It was referred to the commlittes
mentioned, which was at the time revis-
ing ths bullMing ordlnances, and has slept
there ever gince. The excuse for the de-
lay wna that it was being printed and that
the printer was slow. The*Record-Herald
lays the blame for (naction in enforeing
the ordinances on the Mayor, saying he
The Mayor ssys the
Council ordervd a stay of proceedings
under the ordinances, but the Record-Her-
all sny= there 1s no record of any such
action. The Chronicle, however, blames
the Counecil. saying:

It §s Decause of the ineffectivenses of the
buliding ordinances that Mayor Harrison sald
yesterdny aftermoog he dAid mot direct the
bulldipg department to close the thesters untll
they are placed In & safe condition. The
Mayor took the position that (he commissioner
becaum of the actlon of the Councll had no
power to force' & compliance with the city
oude,

Sins of Theater Managers.

While the newspapers were discovering
the delinguencies of the city officials the
latter were Investigating tha Iroguals to
dizcover those of the théater managers.
The Aldermen pald a visit to the theater
with B. H. Marshall the architect. The
Tribune tells of what passed In detail. One
alderman was sarcastic about the fireproof

! curtain and pronounced the exits awful,

I have :

and so complete that it would be impos. |

sible for the city administration to com-

ns tha doors, when opened, block the fire-
esciipe. There wera no signs over tha
exits, the employes never had n fire drill,
the yshers were hays of 18 years, the stalrs
are winding, the exit doors' are double
and fastensd by a device which would
puzzle the uninitiated, are covered with
heavy curtains, and most of them were
locked 4t the time of the fre. The law re-
quires separats entrances to each bal-
cony, but there ls on: marble stalrway to
both balconies in order that the people
who buy cheap seats might not be dis-
tingulshed from the others. This provokes
the Chronicle to say: “Vanlty Caused
Horror."

This investigation and the exposure of
the condition of the other theaters caused
the order ™ close 17 of them last Friday
and the ultimate order to close all of them
until the ordinance had bsen complied
with, That this action was stimulated by
the newspaper exposures is evident. The
Tribene named & commission of archi-
tects, sontractors and enginesrs to investi-
gate all thoaters in the city. The Record-
Herald sald on January 1: .

First, the responsfhility for the tragedy must
o fixsd, If 1t can be fized. With that object
in view the investizallon of causes must be
as thorough as possibie. And, second, regard
avoud e had for the Broad general asubject
of remedies and prevention, as It concerna all
playhousan and other piaces of public assem-
blage. Thers are lessons (o be learmed from
the visltation, which should gpovern the canduct
of ths authorities in the (oture. and lead to

CARTOONS IN CHICAGO NEWSPAPERS FOLLOWING

THE IROQUOIS THEATER FIRE
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great sacrifice of ilfe In the Iroguols may
thus be the means of securing the safety
of Chicago theater audiences for many
years {0 come.

MINEOWNERS TAKE REVENGE.

Operator Who Hired Union Men Is
Caused to Be Put In Bullpen.

CRIPPLE CREEE, Colo, Jan. &—C. H..
Relmer, a business assoclate of James F.
Burna, president of the Portland Mining
Company, was arrested by a militacy
squad todny and jodged in the bulipen.
K. C. Bteriing, chief dotoctive of the mine-
ownerns association, st whose Instigation
the arrést was made, suld that after be-
ing detnined for a tims Reimer wonld be
banished fromt the dlstrict. Sterilng alw

| declured that If Burmny should come here

and interfors in behalf of Relmer, he, too,
would be placed in the bulipen

Relmer and Burns, It is sald, {peurred
the enmity of the Minsowners' Associn-
don by giving employment to union min-
ora in the Portland mine and by waging
& succeasful campaign for the election of
a union man as County Asseasor.

In an interview Mr. Relmer sald:

*I reopresent the Ryan-Whitney inter-
este in the Portland Gold Mining Com-
pany. 1 bave been In favor, with Mr
Burns, of union labor and the demands
made by the Western Federation of
Miners for decent wages. I know no
other cause why [ should be taken to
Camp Galdfield and to ths bullpen.™

Relmer, it Ia reportsd, has professed to
have evidence that will clear away all
suspiclan directed aghlost members of
the Western Federation of Miners In con-
nection with thé Vindicator mine ex-
ploslon, and the alleged attempt to wreck
A train on the Florence & Crippls Creek
Radlroad.

Military Deporta Strikers.

TELLURIDE, Colo., Jan. &—Fourteen
more strikers were deported from Tellu-
ride today by order of Major Zeph T. Hill,
commander of the military In {his district,
A squad of soldiers Is scouring the city
for firearms and houses suspected of con-
talning weapons are forcibly entered and
searched.

—_——————

Parent-Guardian Spends Fortune.

CHICAGO, Jan. §-—Robbed of nearly
$150,000, as it !5 alleged, Clara Ivene Lalgn,
of Chicago, has been Induced to go to
Toledo, O, and 1w mgn a document re-
lessing her father from all responsibility
for his acts while her guardian Ex-
Governor John M, Hamilton hes produced
evidence to this effect In the Probats
Court. where sa Miss Lalgn's gitorney he
had begun sult to secure an accounting
from her father, The guardian ls alleged
to have kept his daughter In ignorance of
the fact that she was helr fo HMUKG
8bke accidenially discovered the facts a
few weeks ago, when 7 years of age,
but the fortune is declared to have disap-
peared.

Attorney Hamllton decinred In court
that be bhad just recelved a letter from &
Toledo law firm informing him that he
was no longer Miss Laign's counsal. The
woman since has repudiated the docu-
ment given her father, nccording to At-
torney Hamilton. The coss was continued
until next Friday.

General Young Will Visit Cuba.

WASHINGTON., Jan. §.—Following his
retirement next BSaturday, Licutenant-
Genernl Young, Chisf of Staff, will make
a shert vigit to his sister In Plttsburg
and then will go to Cuba to spend the
remainder of the Winter fn the hape of
recovering from an attack of rhauma-
tism.

Chicage Bandits Placed on Trial.

CHICAGO, Jan. £—Ths trial of the Car-
barn bandits, Marx, Neldermeler, Vandine
and Roeski, bagan before Judge Korster
today., Among those present was the
mother of Neldermeler, who has been
familinrizing herself with court mathodp
in attending & munder trial conducted
by another Judge during the past few
days,
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