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&ble 1o reach. Tired with the delaya
and doubledealing, the American peo-
ple turn with gratitude to the spectacle
of an Administration that contemplates
the actunl removal of earth from ths
route of the canal. Why, then, do Sen-
ators, and especinlly Southern Senators,
represeniing a section that wants ths
canal very much and wants it as soon
us possible, so stesdfastly oppose every
forward step that the President makes?
For reply, we reproduce two utterances
made in the debate In the Senate on
the President's message, and reported
In yesterday's dispatches:
BENATOR TILLMAN,

T want to know whether the Bemptor in-
tends that the Breoulive without isstruc-
tion of the Congress can employ the Army
und Navy to defend his e
by warning away asd prevesting Colombis
from asserting her supremacy anywhers ex-
cept on the Panmms Hallread
- BEENATOR MORNGAN.

President Roosevelt's Interfersmoe In Os-
lombla's affalra on the Isthmes i unjusti-
fled by the Constitullon. If there Ia
1o be & guneral policy om Lhe part of the
United States of upholiding civilization, that
polley must be undertaken by Congress and
Bot left Lo blaze on the lance of some Ameri-

YEETEHDAY'E WEATHHA—Mazimum tem-
Pernture, 42 deg.: minkowm Lenpersture, 38
deg. .

DOES THE PEESIDESNT A GOOD TURN.

The fine talents and able services of
Mr. David B, Hill were never enllsted
to better advantage than fn his Monday
night speech at the McClelian dinner.
Mr. Hill was iIn superb form. Invidious
adjectives rolied from his tongue llke
water from a dock’s back. His pellucid
mind and disinterested judgment were
open to the chsual impressions which
current events might bear in upon him,
and he gave out those |mpressions
frankly to the patriots around the fes.
tive bonrd. It was an edifying sight.

Is It not a triflle srangs and note.
worthy, however, that, turn the Admin-
istration of Theodors Roosevelt in any
way he would, the appearance present-

o My, HlUl's calm and unbinsed vis-
®n ls In every asp=ct sinister and omin-
ous? The Panama Canal poiley moves
him te unapenkable grief and to solied.
tude for the poor Colombilans; the treat-
ment of the Army scandalizes his
knightly soul; and even the Presidential
sttitude of prosecution for raliroad
monopolies and punishment for corrupt
officials only conveys to his mind the
omens of Batanle malevolence and dire
disaster. In all this the pesstmism of
Mr. Hill speaks aas eloquently for his
tender beart as for his fair and pene-
trating vislon. He is unable to see any
gond in Theodore Roosevelt. His mind
is 100 Just and candid to recognize any
merit in a Republican President.

Mr. Hill's speech comes just in time

to correct an Inclplent misapprebension
which might otherwise have become
fuil-grown and widespread, There has
been some reason to think that the
Presidentinl course In defying corpor-
ate manopoly and Intrenched corruption
was winning sympathy for him among
bonest Democrats, the while it arrayed
against him the gpollsmen and the spec-
‘mlators of elther party. There was
same hope that in the struggle between
the Admipistration on ons hand and
Wall street and the Rathbones and
Machens on the other hand, the Admin.
istration might find approval and belp
from within the party whose boast has
been its theoretical hostility to privilege
and grufl.

No one need longer be deceived on
this score. For what Theodore Roose-
welt has done, toward the anthracite
trust, toward Northern Securitées mer-
ger, townrd Wall-street  speculators
and toward the criminals In the civil
service, he s (o expect the Censure,
soorn and abuse of all Democrats lke
HIlL that 18 to say, of the Democrats
who control thelr party. And upon
that discovery the President la to be
congratuinted. Buch is the political
fdenl, such is the political record, of
David B. Hill, that for any President
of the United States, Republican or
Democrat, to have sarnoed his fellowship
and support would be to damn him in
the eyes of every decent man.

FRANE GRAHAM'S UNIQUE METHOD,

A common experience Is that of Mr.
Frank Graham, of Elgin, as recounted
in yesterday's dispatches. He gave It
out that he was opposed to gambling
in Elgin, and proposed to stop It. For
some months games had been running
and fines had been pouring into the city

treasury. Mr. Graham, however, was
far from plensed. He¢ determined to
act

Up to this point the true and faithful
history of Mr. Graham and the gam-
blers follows a plot #0 famillar that the
gentle reader will have no difficulty In
Brusping It. Others have trodden that
way before. But here he strikes out
inte unbesten patha He went to the
gumblers and told them that uniess
they closed thelr gumes he should ap.
pear before the authorities, swear out
wartants for chelr arrest and stand by
10 #ea them prosecuted to the bitter end,
Mhe games were closed One deter-
mined man moving along effective lines
Fot results and got them right away,

We shall forhear to congratulate Mr,
Graham on his coup, until we know
whether what be accomplished was
what he had in view, He may not have
actually deslred the closing of the
pumes »0 much as the agitation of the
subject for some purpose best known
to himsell. If w0, he went ai the busi.
ness In the worst possible way, for now
the games are ciosed and his calling
and scocupation are gone. No ane who
wishes to exploit the gambling business

‘
=

ean fHsncho Pansa to be thrust into the
! of & friendly pal

Oh, bo! There's the rub. It Is the
FPresident who s doing this. It is not

Congress. What Is worse, ft is not the
Benate. To wuphold civilization, to
avenge the insults offered us by Colom-
bin, to carry on the cannl to eomnple-
tion—all this should be the labor and
the glory of the Benate, especially of
Southern Senators, and not be “Jeft to
binze on the lance of some American
SBancho Panse to be thrust Into the
bosom of a friendly pal” The country
will certalnly see the point; and unless
We serlounly mistake its temper, it wilil
not greatly regret that the isthmian
policy which is to give us the eansal in in
the hands of Theodore Roosevslt, rather
than in the hands of the Morgans and
Tillmans of the Senate.
——e

MONOFOLY NOT DESIRABLE.

The Beattie Post-Intelligencer, which,
10 use one of 8 own expressions, “is
characterigtioally bent on presenting o
false tmpression as to the facts" pegard-
Ing the shipping subsidy and constwiss
navigation jaws, takes exceptions to
The Oregonian's presentmtion of faots
regarding the operstion of coastwiss
liws in the Hawalian Islands. This pa-
per pointed out that while “round-the-
Horn freights from Honoluln to the At-
lantic seaboard remalned stationary
since the constwise navigation laws
Wwere extended to Hawnll, on all other
desp-water routes where the fleats of
the world are free to compete thers hus
been a reduction of from one-half to
two-thirds In rates. In effect this has
forced the Hawallan producer and the
American consumer to pay the Amer-
lcan shipowner & tribute which he conld
not obtain if he were forced to stand on
his merita and move freight at a rate
established by world-wide conditions

The P.-L practically admMs the truth
of the statement, but attempts to jus-
tify the case by citing the fact that the
trade of the Pacific Const with Hawa!l
hag increased 5) per cent since the ex-
tenalon of the coastwise laws., That
this has no bearing whatever apon the
matter la ahown by the fect that Pa-
cilicCoast trade with Japan, open to the
fleets of the world, has Incrensed more
than §0 per cent In the same perfod. As
an equivocal answer to The Oregonian's
ftatement, this mention of trade In-
cresee |s & gem of the first water, As
& statement having any bearing what-
ever upon the case Il point, It is far.
fetched Indecd. Continuing, the Post-
Intelligencer says:

The effect of extenditiz the navigation
lswa over the Philippine trade will be stemply
to divert the carrylng trade from Atlastic
ta Pacific portn, without lacreasing the cost
1o the comsumers In the Uniied States by
the fraction of a cent

If this lessening of the supply of ton-
nage will not Incresase the cost to the
consumer of the Tuited Staltes by the
fraction of & cent, why any necessity
for coastwise protection laws? This is
an admission by the P.-1. that the rates
will be the same as at present when
there ls plenty of competition In the
business. The principa! market for the
products of the Phillppines In America
is on the Atiantic Coast, or In the more
thickly settled portions of the Middle
West. The rates of the transcont).
pental and trans-Pacific lines are goy-
erned by the oceun rates Through the
Suez, Instead of the former belng the
controlling factor in the situntion. Now,
If the creation of & monopoly In this
carrying trade will not advanece rates go
that the consumer snd producer are af-
fected, how Is the trade to be dlverted

from the Atlantic to the Paclfic ports? |

This trade can only be diverted from Its
present channels by making the rafl
and ocean haul to the Atlantic Coast
cheaper than the
through the Suex. And if the consumer
and producer are not to suffer by the
discrimination against forelgn vessels,
what is to hinder the Americans golng
after the trade by way of the Suex at
the present time?

Mr. Waterhouse, of Besttle, told the
Interstate Commerce Commission that
the mallroads already discriminated
againet tamp steamships  which
brought cargo to Beattie, with the result
that the regular lines wers enabied to
sécure betler rates. Is the P-.1L o
densely ignorant as to belleve that the
Eystem of discrimination would not be
extended and increased when the ton.
mage avallable for the trade was limited
oniy to American shipsT The Seattie
paper claoses ita chapter of dimtortion
with the statement that "Portland does
not expect to share In the slightest de.
gree In trade developed with the Philip-
pines, and It therefore sertously objects
to any other port or any American
ghipe on the Pacific making a profit out

all-ocean route |

M. HANNA.

Huch sugpestigne &a you make with ref-
erence to next year are, of course, highly
commplimentary, but my position on this

By is weil & A amd well known I
bave 5o persotal smbiilon 16 sarve, and
cannot be conusldersd In amy sonse & oab-
diiate for the Presjidential sominslion. My
otly desire Is 1o serve my party (o the
extant of my ability,

Each of these declarations la In per-
fect good taste and goes to the full
length that can rightfully be expected.
Nelther man says that the Presidency
Is something he would not prise, elther
for itself or for its token of popular
confidence. To eay such & thing would
stamp its author as either inhuman or
insincere. Each of them truthfully
says that the writer s not actively or
passively engaged in & struggle for the
nomination and has no expectation of
ita coming to him. No man who de-
serves the Presifency could suy less
than this; no man who has the proper
intereat in public affalrs and the proper
pride of self-respect would say more.

What the enemies of Mr, Hanna want
and what the enemies of Mr. Cleveland
want {s an utterance which will offend
somebody. Each of theee men has thou-
sands of admirers who would ike to
se¢ him in the Presidency and say so
with friendly and hesrtfelt enthusinsm.
What is wanted Is for him to Intimate
o these admirers that they are fools.
The man who I not satisfied with
elther of these utterances is stmply
eager for the author of them to say
something that will diseredit him befors
the people.

Circumstances may orise between
now and June which would precipitate
the nomination of Hanna or Cleveland.
In that case elther of them scould aocept
the position with good grace. This i
precisely the course they ought to pur-
fue. We do not think either of them
will put himsalf in & position where he
could not accept the nomination with.
out stultifying himself or embarrass-
ing his friends. We do not expect
either of them to send out word that
the Presidency Is so small an honor as
to be beneath his notice.

—_—mm———

THE NEW GENERATION.

The funerzl of Longsireet is lksly to
be our last public ceremony of notable
character that dates back to the Civll
War for its argument. The minor ng-
ures of the Civili War, like General
Bchofleld and the Confederate Genaral
John B. Gordon, are sure of honorable
notice in death, but their passing will
not make the people of either section
hait and doff its hat In reverence before
thelr pall. In fact, the only death
Among the Union Captains that sensi-
biy ected the whole North was that
of t. The bitter quarrels between
Jeft Davis on the one side and Joe
Johnston and Beauregard on the other,
and the fact that Longstreet necepted
office at the hands of a Republican Ad.
ministration deprived these Generals of
that high place In the Southern heart
which Is entirely held today by Lee and
Lee¢ alone. It was Lee's good fortune to
quarrel with none of his suboriinates,
to keep the peace with Davis and to
dle =0 soon after the war (October 1%,
1579) that he escaped all Imputation of
partisanship, The funeral honors to
Lee and Davis exhausted the South-
ern heart as completely as the passing
away of Grant, Sheridan and Sherman
exhausted that of the North,

There {8 nobody left on either side to.
day in the United States whose death
would couse either seetion to waste any
time in large public funeral honors or
hearffelt mourning of any sort. The
statesmen and soldiers who came ont
of the great conflict for the Unjon hold-
ing the hearts of the people are all now
dead, and with their deatha the realistic
din and the romamtic memory of the
war is entirely extinet. There are o
few old soldlers of hath armies left In
the United States Senate. General
Hawley wase a respectable Unlon Brige-
dier, and General Bate, of Tennesses,
Jvas one of the ablest and most gallant
division commanders In the Confederats
Army of the West. General Alger was
a Colonel of volunteer cavalry. Benator
Proctor was Colonel of a nine months'
regiment that guarded the wagon train
at Geitysburg., Senator Quay was a
line officer in a Pennslyvanin regiment
Senator Foraker was a very youmg
Lisutenant in an Ohlo regiment. Sen.
ator Morgan was a3 Confederats officer,
but none of these men, save General
Bate, performed any important milltary
service. If they should dle tomorrow
they would be remembered, If at all
for their statesmarship, which In the
case of the most of them has been of
very mediocre quality of performance,
even when Its purity of purpese cannot
be impeached.

In the Jower house of Congress there
are & number of men who are Union or
Confederate veterans, but they served
for the most part In the ranks and en-
joy ne Influence of consequence among
thelr constMuents solely becaunse of
their milltary service. Today both sec-
tiona are satlafying thelr passion for
trade and comparatively petty politics,
undisturbed by the venerable shapes or
the feeble voloes of the surviving rem-
nant of the great armies of 1561-65. It
has taken the ocountry nearly forty
years to wear out the political at-
mosphere created by the war for the
Union. The election of ex-Union sol-
diers, like Grant, Hayes and Garfleld,
to the Presidency, the nomination of
Hancock by the Democracy, kept up the
din of the war drums; and there is no
doubt that Harrison, who was a Union
Brigadier-General, and McKinley, who
was & very gnliant staff officer, owed.
something of thelr early rapld political
sdvancement 1o thelr patriotic soldler-
ship. But this Inspiration for our weal
or woe that dates back to the Civil War
I= sbout exhausted znd spent. The
monuments. are &ll erected; the ceme-
teries completed; the great military and
civic figures of the great war for the
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never fight for National honor and self-
respect is not preferable to war dlscord.

and abllity to wage war upon just oe-
caslons, then we need not regret that
the heroces, the statesmen, of our Ereat
war for nationality are all absolutely
extinct as visible and voiceful shapes.
It Is true that the demagogue is sl-
WAYS of the cankers of & calm
world, th of the state,

not for wvapor; that our President or
Governor must not be the shadow of a
name, but the substance of & man; that
our Legislaturd must include something
better than carrion crows, kites and
hooting owie, Under -such an emer-
gency we would commit important Na.
tienal responsibllities only to men who
knew enough to hold a clitade! and de.
fend a state from foreign war or domes-
tic peculation, even (f they could not or
would not esjole a court, corrupt a Leg-
islature or pack and capture a cauvous.
The virtue of the body politic of eighty
milllons of people cannot be determined
by the superficlal skin diseases of our
sccial fabric that write blotches on Its
cheel. Our country (s llke a singed
cal, bétter than she sometimes looks,

_—

The New York Sun clearly explains
the present status of the Dreyfus case,
which seems to be misunderstood. The
Dreyfus commission has reported unan-
imously in favor of submilting to the
criminal branch of the Court of Cassa-
tion the queation whether the judgmint
rendered by Lthe second court-martial
held at Rennes ought to be sustalned
or set aside. Under this report the
Combes Cablnet will Invite either the
whole Court of Cassation or the crim-
inal branch of the court to say whether
the judgment of the Rennes court-mar-
tial ought to stand. If the court says
that the Jodgment should be wacated
becuuse of the discovery of new avi-
dence, or because of exclusion of {m-
poriant testimiony, or because of the
admission of testimeny since found to
be false, then there are three ways cpen
to the court of righting this miscarriange
of justice. A third court-martis} moy
be ordered; the Dreyfus cake may be
referred to a c¢lvil tribunal for trial, or
the Court of Cassation {teelf, on the evi
dence before It, may adjudge ex-Cap-
tiin Dreyfus Innocent of the crime for
which he has been so barbarously pun-
fshed. If Dreyfus desires not only to
regain his former rank, but to return
to active service, 1t would be better for
him to obtain an acguittal at the hands
of & court-martinl. The Generals and
War Office officials who conspired to
brand Dreyfus with Infamy and to con-
sign him to the llving death of exile and
Imprisonment at Devil's Island cught,
when his rehabllitation (8 complete, be
made to suffer the rigor of justice.

The erronecus bellef that the opening
of rivers to navigation has a detri-
mufital effect on the traffic of the rail-
roads traversing the same section is re-
futed wherever the test Is made. E. H.
Harrlman on his recent visit (o this city
was quite positive In his statement that
the opening of the Columbla would not
Interfere with the traffic of his rail
Unes, and ested the enormous rall traffic
of the lines on both banks of the Hud-
son and of other rivers as proof of the
statement. The seady Increass of the
Willamette River steamboat traMic s
another case In point The number of
boats on the river Is greater than ever,
and arrangements are belng made for
the construction of still another, to run
farther up the river than any of those
now in service can go. Meanwhlle the
traffic of the rall lines up the Willum-
ette Valley is heavier than It has ever
been. There is such an snormous area
of undeveloped land tributary to the
waler courses of the Northwest that it
Wwill be many years before Lhe opening
of a new water line or a new rall line
will fall to develop new business,

The Kansas City Star suggests that
if Senator Hunna should be electad
Presldent, and If Perry Heath were
consulted in the formation of a Cabinet,
the result would be something [ike the
following:

Seereinry of Sinte, Perry Heath.

Becretary of the Treasury., Estes G. Fath-
bong.

A y-General, J ¥. Tyner.

. Postmaster-General, A. W. Machen

Becretary of War, G. W. RBeaveru,

Secretary of Navy, J. H. Hprrett.

Secretary of the Interior, C. F. W. Nesley.

Beoretary of Agriculture. Danlel V. Milier

Secretsry of Labor, James T, Metcalf,

podemd b At apexime iy

It seems a great pity that the promis-
Ing trade of the Umpqua River is un-
able to secure the approbation of the
United Btates Engineers for !mprove-
ment of Its bar. The beautiful littie
city of Gardiner and the thrifty and
hospitable dwellers of the surrounding
country would seem to deserve a better
fate. Perhaps by another Congreas the
situation may change for the better. A
river and harbor bill is doubtful, any-
way, at this session.

A Prolific Family.

Winchester Democrat.
Bixty-two years sgo a man named Jones
moved from Kentucky to Dade County,
Missour!, taking with him his family of
ten children. At a reunlon recently held
at Everton 1513 of his descendants were
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was due, first of all. to the ability of one

man-— Wood. By a rare combi-

nition of tact, keen Insight into humaa

nature, good Judgment and administra-

tive g:.i“m he quleted the dlseontent and
pact

Judge of the seriousness of such milltary
offenses. But It would ooccur to the aver.
Gge man that so desperste a situation as
that which confronted Wood at Baatiago
may have required ex meas-
ures. Ome might naturally suppose that
on occasions the officer In command of
the department might have found it noc-
CSSArY to use his own discretion even
against orders from distant Havana. It
would not have been strange If the press-
ing conditions had sometimes demanded
R dlaregard of striet milltary etiquette.
Possibly Wood bad to choose at times
between the insurrection which the cor-
respondent preds 1 and | dination.
A stickler for discipline might have
brought on that "“blg war" to which the
newspaper man roferred. But In the Judg-
ment of most persons the pacification of
turbulent Santlagoe was rather more im-
portant than any amount of red tape.
e

CORPORATIONS AND THE LAW.

Philadeiphia North American,

Corporate deflance of the law had an-
other notable exemplfication In the tosti-
mony given by Frank Waterhouse, of the
Boston Steamaship Company, before the In-
terstate Commerce Commission Thuraday.
With a frankness which should be amag-
ing, and which would be if 1t were not
amazingly common, Mr. Waterhouse told
the commission that a contract existed
between the ¢ orporation he represents and
the Northern Pacific Hallroed Company
which wirtunlly prohibits the latter from
transporting inland from Seattle 'freight
redching that port on vossels other than
those helonging to the steamship company,
In other words, these two corporations are
acgomplices In a plalnly lllegal compact
abollshing competition In freight transpor-
tatlon betwee¢n Manfla and the ports of
Washington. Under It ths independent or
tramp” ocean carrier Is ruled off the
water,

This Is not an laolated case. Wherever
locomotives puft and steamships dock what
is known as the “rebate system” s in use
o u greater or loss oxtent, As A rule Its
existence s not so boldly proclalmed as in
this Northwestern Instance: but Immunity
from penalty has made many of those
who employ It careless of publicity. Not
mitny montha ago a traffic officer of the
Pennsylvania Raliroad lines west of Pitts-
burg evowed to the Interstats Commerce
Commisslon that his company made a
practice of giving rebates to favored ehip-
pers. Examples of simllar bold indiffer-
ence to law might be multiplied, but it is
nesdicas.

The kernel of the matter Is that the
statutes prohibiting acts in reswtraint of
trade are ruthlessly and repeatedly vin-
Inted. Every observer of economic condl-
tions knows this to a moral certainty.
Even the most timorous violators preserve
but a pseudo-secrecy, and, as we have
sten, the bolder ones vaunt thelr law-
lessnesa In the teeth of the axecutors of
the law,

Of course, somothing Is radically wrons.
What Is It? Is the trouble in the acts of
Congress, or do those whose duty It is to
enforee them fafl of adequate vigor?
When God-made creatures commit erime
there i= reasonable certainty that they will
be punished; otherwise civillzation ecould
not continue. But law-made creatures
may defy their creator and, in nine cases
out of ten, go scathless, Is the law morely
another Frankensteln, powerless to cof-
trol the monsters it makes?

Always Justice; Never Equality.
Baltimore, Sun.

The frank, wise, yel conservative words
of Governor Charles B, Aycock on the
negro queition In his recent Balitmore
address have attracted wide attentlon.
Teading for justice to the negro and de-
claring that “we must exscute judgment
in righteousness,” Governor Ayeock gave
this as his sclution of the problem:

It in, first, ma far A= pomsible under the
Afteenth amendment o disfranchse the ne-
gro; after that let him alope; quit writing
abeut him; quit teiking about him; let him
learn that Ao man, no race, ever got any-
thing worth the having that he 314 not him-
self enrn; that character is the outcome of
sacrifice, and worih s the result of toll;
that whatever his f5ture may be the present
has in It for him nothing that Is sot the
product of Indumry, thrifl, obedianoe to law
and uprightnoss; that be cannot by resolu-
Uon of eounell or league accomplish any-
thing; that he cas do much by work: that
violenee may gratify his passions, but It
cannot secomplish his ambitfon: that rarely
he may eat of the cooking of equality, but
b will always find when he doss (hat thers
Is death in the pet. Lot the negro lesrn
once for all that there !s unending separn-
ton of the races; that the two pecples may
develop side by side to.the fullest. but that
they cannot Intarminge. Let the white
man determine that no man shall ¥y act or
thought or wpeech croms this line and the
race probiem wil be at an end.

At the same time he declared that the
white mgn owes an obilgatlon to the
black and should nelther forget his
fidelity nmor magnify his faulte He does
not fear that the Caucasian will ever
censs to be the dominant mace, will ever
yield the scepter of power or ever grant
equality In Its slightest degree, "As a
white man.” he declared, "I am afrald of
but one thing for my rege, and that s
that we shall become afrald to give the
negro a falr chanoe.'

In the heart of the South, ha roalizes
that the Southern white man may be
=afely left alone to do the negro justice
and give him his rights, But he ulso
realizses that the constant Intermeddiing
of the uncomprehending North, the
prodding of the Southern people and the
attemptl to force upon them an Impos-
sible equality may brritate them beyond
endurance. A gEreat menance to
negro s the continual attempt of poll-
ticlans and prating meddiers to array him
agalnst the Southern white man: for
such a conflict wili never endanger white
supremucy at the South and can only re
sult in dlssster to the Inferfor race.

She Wondered.

New York Press

They were standing on the forward
dotk of & ferryboat bound for Hamilton
avenue, Bruoklyn. He was gusing fondly
upon her, while she looked dreamlily ower
e waler to where, on Governor's Island,
a huge sign bore the legend:

“Cable Crosaing. Don't Anchor.”

“1 wonder,”
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than one octasion ning Poat bas
declared that w& no injustice
In a law which mnke 8 manager

be used In the comstruction of a theater,
except for

eanlly be made an impervicus to fames as
brick or cement Itself. It Is just as sasy
to make everything eise In the theater,
the scenery, the ropes, the costumes and
whatever furnishings may be requirsd for
the stals or for decorative , CA~
pable of renisting fire. In other words, it
I» only dellberate and wicked recklesspess
which permits the axistence In any theater
of a single article that will burn at a

Moreover, |n thess days of electricity
and steam ther= {3 abwolutely no excuse,
except the contemptibls one of comt, for
the presence of fire in sny shape within
the precinets of a theater.. All the fur-
naees for heating, all the dynamos for
the provision of Hght and power, can be
placed in thelr own fAreproof structures
entirely Independent of and disconnected
from the theater proper. And all these
facts are known and loag have been
known by every architect, by every bulld-
er, by every theatrical manager, and It
might almost be added by every actor and
actress of any account In the country. At
l.ast X5 years agn experiments wers made
at Wallack's Theater upon scenery, paint.
ed In distemper and treated with tungstate
of soda, A woodland scone was placed
in the center of the stage, and a gns Nams
10 or 15 fest In length, procesding from
the noxsle of an ordinary hose, was di-
rected ngainst It The scenery gradually
Becamo red-hot where the flame touched
it, but snly at that polnt. Presently the
red-hot part crcumbled away and the flame
passed through the hale te the other side
without doing any further harm. The
sconery did not eatch fire at all, In the
ordinary sense of the words, the damags
being confined simply to the spot to which
the flarce flame wos appiled. At the same
time it was demonstrated that ecloth,
wood and linen could be rendered equally
slow-burning by a similar process. An-
other Important point to be remembered
in connection with these experiments la
that the cost of the necessury chemicals,
of which .thore are pevernl varieties Is
insigoificant. There Is not the shadow
of & shade of an axcose for the men who
neglect or for the authorities who do not
Insist upon this precaution.

THE LESSON WILL BE HEEDED

Brooklyn Eagle.

There will be 2 lusty clamor agalnst
the builders of the house, but they dld
thelr work well. More space was given
to alsles than In any other theater in
the country, and there woers X exits of
unusual width, The cause of death was
chiefly i{n the excitabliliy of the audl-
ence. Had panic assalled them in the
open alr the results would have baen
similar, for It Is not forgotten that In
the rush for the metal cupa that wore
given away at the coronation of the Crar
a terrible loss of Iife occurred. Com-
missioner Bturgis says, unwisely, that
the same thing eould happen at any
time in our own theaters. We do not
think so. On the contrary, we know that,
as a reault of sthis horror, overy at-
tempt wili be made by theatar managers
throughouty the jand to (nsure safety,
where it Is not already assured.

Our places of assemblage were made
safer by the [sason of the Brooklyn The-
ater fire, and that more serious disaster
in the Ring Theater of Vienna. An
effect of the Chicagu holocaust will be
to widen and increase aisles and exits,
multiply asbestos curtalns, and particu-
larly to drili ushers and stage hands for
emergencies. For we have fallen Into
careless habits agaln, respecting the use
of exits. For years men wore stationed
before them, ready to throw open the
doors at an Instant's notice. Now, some
of these doors are locked and unused.
For years firemen were present on the
atage and In the orchestra. We do not
see them any more. We are using too
many halls that have to be reached by
stalra, for all sasswembdly rooms—halls,
theaters, galleries and churches—should
have at least the main foor at the strest
level,

Not only must the means of safety be
Increased, but confldence must be given
to audiences by proving that they are
not In peril of their Hves when they at-
tend a jecture or a concert or a olay.
Every freproof curtain should be low-
ered at jeast once In an avening, and
every door opensd at least once in the
M hours. There should be a dally in-
apection of fires, Ughts, bollers, gns fix-
tures, calclum-light apparatos, ealectrie
wires and every possible gource of dan-
ger. Where jerry work s done by the
mechanics—and this mxy have been the
cause of the Chicgo tragedy—it should
be promptly effaced and honest work
substituted. Even If a pomsible loss of
Iife Is not considersd. the money |joss
and the Injiry to theatrical busineas of
the country cannot be overlooked. The
maln thing Is to protect an gudlence
against itself: to make the means of
mafety so obwious that thore will be no
loss of self-possession It Is pot fire
that need be dreaded, It Is panic.

e —————
Jdudge Spencer’s Dream.
New York Times

Judge O. M. Hpencer, general solleftor
for the Burilngton road in Missouri, has
& reputation among the rallroad operators
on Wall street as 0 mest ardent defender
of Missouri against any and all comers.
Whiie a guest of the Omaha Club on a
recent visit to the Nebraska metropolls,
triends who knew his falling began to
ridicule Missourt,

“I reckon I'll have to tefl you fellows
about a dream [ had not long since.” sald
the Judge finally. 'l dreamed | went to
heaven and that St Peter showed me all
over the place. What surprised me most
was & group of men chained to the wall
In & prominent place.

*iSt, Peter,' sald I finally, ‘T've been
looking at those men chained to the wall
for m long tme, [t seems very strange
that you should have w chaln men up In
bheaver. I'd be greatly obliged if you'd
tell me the reasnn for IL°

“ ‘Bless you," answered Si. Peter quick.
ly, ‘the reasom in plain enough. Those

men are from Mimsourt, and chaining Is
tha only way to prevent them all from
peturning,” ™

Why should it be rest day today?

-

A Wish.
Mary, learning the plano,
Bobbed a wish:
“Were I oaly not a girlle,
But a fah™
“Fiahas are such lucky croatures

“Nover have the slightest trouble
With their scalea™

An Oriental war would fill out nicely
until the baseball

Lave isughs at locksmitha, they say, but
Prince Cupld stayed in jall all night

Aftir being tarred and feathered (t did
not take Mr. Crefeld long to remove the
Hurt.

How many different facades had the
Iroquols Theater? Newspaper pletures so
far show about 30 "

An ad. running In the local papers says:
“Firat-class walet heip wanted.” What's
the matter with Portiand's young men,
anyway?

If the saloonkeéeper's story Is true
Officers Price and Conners should be trisd
for letting him off with $ and a couple
of ¢cignre

In several years of ohmervation we havs
never met & person whose painted por.
trait we had s=en, that looked half so
impresslve as the painting.

It s offcially declared that Porto
Ricans are not allans, but it will be & long
tme before the great American publio
Etts over calling them dagoes,

HIll refers to Roosevelt's omission of
MoClellan's nume In his Antietam speech
&s an exhibiton of “monumental lttle-
ness.” What gigantle pettiness.

Enterprising papers are endeavoring to
obtain newn from the Orient, while all the
time there's a prems censorsMp In Colo-
rado. Why not jump In and show some
enterprise there?

Three men of the Northwest Mounted
Police allowed a prisoner to escape. Ono
of them got a yead at hard labor, and the
othery aix months each. Bome of Port-
land's thiefcatchers are congratulating
themselves on not belonging to  the
Canadluy corps.

New Year's editions are thick among
the exchangen, and each tells of the un.
paralleled growth of Kokonut or where-
ever the paper comes from. BEach town
has the greatest percentage of galn In
every line, and far surpasses all the
others, As statistice cannot I8¢, the Bup-
position Is that they simply got muddied,

There is an amusing drawing in the
Niuvstrated Sporting Nows showing a dis-
consolate actor enviously regarding the
animuls that have taken possesslon of the
stage. Bome New York managers com-
plnin of a bad season, bot only thoss that
neglected to turn thelr houses into imita-
tlon cireuses. Pasteboard giants and two-
mén elephants are the stars whose twink-

ling dazzles the populacge.

Henry Watterson does not mind the
Prosidentinl bee, but he shrieks when the
wasp of criticlsm inserts {is sting. In re-
ferring to the aforesald bee, the gallant
Culonel cailed It & “wretched bauble,”
whereupon Henry Thurston Peck rushed
to the ald of the Bttle busser and deglared
that a bee was not a bauble Colomel
Watterson was andoyed by this remark.
and did not hesitate to say so. He wittily
calls Professor Peck “H. Tootsle,” and
intimrtes that he is a blot upon the edi-
torial page of Hearst's papers, aw if a
blot were discernible upon & blot. But
the fact remains that a bee, at least out-
eide of Kentucky, Is not 4 bauble,

The American who devotes himself to
art or to literuture seems to be regurded
with great disfavor by those that care
for none of these things And the dis-
favor Is extended In some degree to thosa
of other nations who bow befure the
muses. The world, we are told, can
botter spare the greatest artist than &
good General or a .ocapable manufacturer
of lard. The Industrial imhl:,:mmu of
a Carnegie are more Important than the
artistic achlevements of a Whistler. All
this Is the volce of the majority. Most
men would rather be a Weshingten than
a Mitsn, And alnce sven the sdmirers
of Uterature admit that the judgments, or
to use o less pretentlous word, the opin-
fona of the majority are in the end almowt
sure to be correct, the viow must be
adopted by all who would be right. What
ia the world better fur Shakespeare'n iife?

Not & whit. Indeed, we are the worse
off that he ever wrote a play. Had he
conflned himself to poaching in deer

parks instoad of extanding his operations
o flelds of thought, we should not now be
eurse]l with would-be Hamlets; we should
not have our earssupsailed with the thog-
sand-and-one phrases that have been
taken from the playe, and we should have
none of the Innumerabls army of com-
mentators to growl over the true reading
of an unimpurtant passage As & conirfbu-
tion to the welfare and advancement of
the world ShakesSpedare was not & socces.
A fighter s of more account, than an
author, and It Is safe to say that the
name of John L. Bullivan will do more to
inspire the youth of the next geéneration
than ths combined names of Howells,
Dorothy Dix and Henry James
WEX. J.
———

Peat a-Plenty in lowa.

New York World

Edward Atkinson, the writer, of Boston,
has been Investigating the lowa inke bed
and the beds of the former extensive
sloughs and ponds in the vicinity of Eldo-
mdo, Ia., and he ls frmly convinced that
Ia these beds may be found sufficlent fuel
to supply lown and other states for muny
years to come.

Mr, Atkinson says that In all Buropean
countriss the groat peat deposits are utll-
ized by all classes, and an excellent gunl-
ity of fuel has Seen obtalned. Mr, Atkin-
sop has fgured that the fuel to be ob-
tained from the bed of Mud Lake, In
Hamilton County, just west of here, will
be fully 20000000 tons. 5

The fAgurea coming from auch an emi-
nent authority, the people of the Middie

Weat need have no fear of & fuel famipe
| for many years 0 come,




