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DOES THE PRESIDENT A GOOD TURN".

The fine talents and able services of
Mr. David B. Hill were never enlisted
to better advantage than fn his Monday
night speech at the McClellan dinner.
Mr. Hill was in superb form. Invidious
adjectives rolled from his tongue like
water from a duck's back. His pellucid
mind and disinterested Judgment were
open to the casual Impressions which
current events might bear In upon him,
and he gave out those Impressions
frankly to the patriots around the fes-
tive board. It was an edlfylnsr sisrht

Is it not n. irlfll BtroiiTO nnfft. I

worthy, however, that, turn the Admin-
istration of Theodore Roosevelt In any
way he would, the appearance present-
ed to Mr. Hill's calm and unbiased vis-
ion Is In every aspect sinister and omin-
ous? The Panama Canal policy moves
him to unspeakable" grlpf and. to solici-
tude for the poor Colombians; the treat-
ment of the Army scandalizes his
knightly soul; and even the Presidential
attitude of prosecution for railroad
monopolies and punishment for corrupt
officials only conveys to his mind the
omens of Satanic malevolence and dire
disaster. In all this the pessimism of
Mr. Hill speaks as eloquently for his
tender heart as for his fair and pene-
trating vision. He is unable to see any
good In Theodore Roosevelt His mind
is too Just and candid to recognize any
merit In a Republican President.

Mr. Hill's speech comes Just In time
to correct an incipient misapprehension
which might otherwise have become
full-grow- n and widespread. There has
been some reason to think that the
Presidential course in defying corpor-
ate monopoly and intrenched corruption
was winning sympathy for him among
honest Democrats, the while It arrayed
against him the spoilsmen and the spec-
ulators of either party. There was
6ome hope that in tlie struggle between
the Administration on one hand and
"Wall street and the Rath bones and
Machens on the other hand, the Admin-
istration might And approval and help
from within the party whose boast has
been Its theoretical hostility to privilege
and graft

No one need longer be deceived on
this score. For what Theodore Roose-
velt has done, toward the anthracite
trust, toward Northern Securities mer-
ger, toward Wall-stre- et . speculators
and toward the criminals In the civil
service, he is to expect the censure,
scorn and abuse of all Democrats like
Hill, that is to say, of the Democrats
who control their party. And upon
that discovery the President Is to be
congratulated. Such is the political
ideal, such Is the political record, of
David B. Hill, that for any President
of the United States, Republican or
Democrat, to have earned hjs fellowship
and support would be to damn him In
the eyes of every decent man.

FRANK GRAHAM'S UNIQUE METHOD.
A common experience Is that of Mr.

Prank Graham, of Elgin, as recounted
in yesterday's dispatches. He gave It
out that he was opposed to gambling
in Elgin, and proposed to stop It For
some months games had been running
and fines had been pouring into the city
treasury. Mr. Graham, however, was
far from pleased. He determined to
act

Up to this point the true and faithful
history of Mr. Graham and the gam-
blers follows a plot so familiar that the
gentle reader will have no difficulty In
grasping it Others have trodden that
way before. But here he strikes out
into unbeaten "paths. He went to the
gamblers and told them that unless
they closed their games he should ap-
pear before the authorities, swear out
warrants for their arrest and stand by
to see them prosecuted to the bitter end.
The games were closed. One deter-
mined man moving along effective lines
got results and got them right away.

We shall forbear to congratulate Mr.
Graham on his coup, until we know
whether what he accomplished was
what he had In view. He may not have
actually desired the closing of the
games so much as the agitation of the
subject for some purpose best known
to himself. If so, he went at the busi-
ness In the worst possible way, for now
the games are closed and his calling
and occupation are gone. No one who
wisnes to exploit tne gambling business

for political or sensational effect would
think for a moment of going- before the
District Attorney and swearing out a
warrant for the arrest of gamblers. No
one ever does. That would be to kill
at once the goose that lays the golden
eggs. Proceea, however, on this wise;

Write letters to the newspapers de-
nouncing everybody In office. Organize
clubs, societies and municipal and min-
isterial associations. Procure sermons
from leading pujplts. Hire, halls and
hold mass meetings. Hire lawyers and
apply for Injunctions and mandamuses.
Introduce bills at the Legislature. Do
all this, but avoid like a pestilence the
signature line On blank warrants in the
District Attorney's office. Thus you
may not, it Is true, close the games;
but you will keep the issue on Ice for
instant use at all times.

THE CAT OCX OF THE BAG.
The bitter opposition of certain

United States Senators to the Adminis-
tration's operations on the Isthmus of
Panama has hitherto required some ex-
planation. Inasmuch as It has proceeded
simultaneously with a general desire of
the people to see somesuch tangible
results as President Roosevelt has been
able to reach. Tired with the delays
and double-dealin- g, the American peo-
ple turn with gratitude to the spectacle
of an Administration that contemplates
the actual removal of earth from the
route of the canal. Why, then, do Sen-
ators, and especially Southern Senators,
representing a section that wants the
canal very much and wants it as soon
as possible, so steadfastly oppose every
forward step that the President makes?
For reply, we reproduce two utterances
made In the debate in the Senate on
the President's message, and reported
in yesterday's dispatches:

SENATOR TILLMAN.
I want to know whether the Senator In-

tends that the Executive without instruc-
tion of the Congress can employ the Army
ana wavy to defend his executive action
by warning away and preventing Colombia
from asserting her supremacy anywhere ex-
cept on the Panama Railroad.

SENATOR MORGAN.
President Roosevelt's interference in Co-

lombia's affairs on the isthmus is unjusti-
fied by the Constitution. ' If there is
to be a general policy on the part of the
United States of upholding civilisation, thatpolicy must be undertaken by Congress and
not left to blaze on the lance of some Ameri-
can Sancho Pansa to be thrust into the
bosom of a friendly pal.

Oh, hoi There's the rub. It is the
President who Is doing this. It is not
Congress. What Is worse, it Is not the
Senate. To uphold civilization, to
avenge the Insults offered us by Colom-
bia, to carry on the canal to compl-
etionall this should be the labor and
the glory of the Senate,' especially of
Southern Senators, and not be "left to
blaze on the lance of some American
Sancho Panza to be thrust into the
bosom of a friendly pal." The country
will certainly see the point; and unless
we seriously mistake its temper, It will
not greatly regret that the Isthmian
policy which is to give us the canal ie In
the hands of Theodore Roosevelt rather
than in the hands of the Morgans and
Tillmans of the Senate.

MONOPOLY NOT DESIRABLE.
The Seattle which

to use one of its own expressions, "Is
characterlfjtically hent on presenting a
false impression as to the facts" regard-
ing the shipping subsidy and coastwise
navigation laws, takes exceptions to
The Oregonian's presentation of faotsregarding the operation of coastwise
laws in the Hawaiian Islands. This pa-
per pointed out that while 'round-the-Ho-

freights from Honolulu to the At-
lantic seaboard remained stationary
since the coastwise navigation laws
were extended to Hawaii, on all other
deep-wat- er routes where the fleets of
the world are free to compete there has
been a reduction of from one-ha- lf to
two-thir- In rates. In effect, this has
forced the Hawaiian producer and the
American consumer to pay the Amer-
ican shipowner a tribute which he could
not obtain if he were forced to stand on
his merits and move freight at a rate
established by world-wid- e conditions.

The P.-- L practically admits the truth
of the statement, but attempts to Jus-
tify the case by citing the fact that the
trade of the Pacific Coast with Hawaii
lias increased 50 per cent since the ex-
tension of the coastwise laws. That
this has no bearing whatever upon the
matter 1b shown by the fact that

trade with Japan, open to the
fleets of the world, has increased more
than 60 per cent in the same period. As
an equivocal answer to The Oregonian's
statement, this mention of trade In-
crease Is a gem of the first water. Asa statement having any bearing what-
ever upon the case In point, It Is far-
fetched Indeed. Continuing, the

says:
The effect of extending the navigaUon

laws over the Philippine trade will be simply
to divert the carrying trade from Atlanticto Pacific ports, without Increasing the cost
to the consumers in the United States by
the fraction of & cent

If this lessening of the sudoIv of ton.
nage will not Increase the cost to theJ
consumer of the United States by the
fraction of a cent, why any necessity
for coastwise protection laws? This Is
an admission by the P.-- L that the rates
will be the same as at present when
there is plenty of .competition in the
business. The principal market for the
products of the Philippines In America
is on the Atlantic Coast or In the more
thickly settled portions of the Middle
West The" rates of the transconti-
nental and trans-Pacif- ic lines are gov-
erned by the ocean rates through the
Suez, Instead of the former being the
controlling factor In the situation. Now,
if the creation of a monopoly in this
carrying trade will not advance rates so
that the consumer and producer are af-
fected, how Is the trade to be diverted
from the Atlantic to the Pacific ports?
This trade can only be diverted from Its
present channels by making the rail
and ocean haul to the Atlantic Coast
cheaper than the route
through the Suez. And If the consumer
and producer are not to suffer by the
discrimination against foreign vessels,
what Is to hinder the Americans going
after the trade by way of the Suez at
the present time?

Mr. Waterhouse. of Seattle, told the
Interstate Commerce Commission that
the railroads already discriminated
against tramp steamships which
brought cargo to Seattle, with the result
that the regular lines were enabled to
secure better rates. Is the P.-- L so
densely Ignorant as to believe that the
system of discrimination would not be
extended and Increased when the ton-
nage available for the trade was limited
only to American ships? The Seattle
paper closes Its chapter of distortion
with the statement that "Portland does
not expect to share In the slightest de-
gree in trade developed with the Philip-
pines, and It therefore seriously objects
to any other port or any American
ships on the Pacific making a profit out
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of a trade from which its disadvantages
necessarily exclude It"

--The percentage of truth In the Seattle
paper's entire complaint can be gauged
by this last statement When Seattle's
trade with the Philippines reaches the
same proportions as that of Portland,
our learned contemporary will know
more about foreign trade, deep-wat- er

shipping, etc., and will cease printing
the silly twaddle that now appears re
garding such matters.

IT IS ENOUGH.
A good deal of complaint is heard

now and again over the forma used by
Cleveland and Senator

Hanna in disavowing active candidacy
for the Presidency. Here are' the ex-
pressions which are pronounced insuffi-
cient:

MR. CLEVELAND.
In full view of every consideration pre-

sented, I have not for a moment been able,
&or am I now ahle. tn nrwn mv mind to thn
thought that in any circumstances or upon
any consideration I snouia ever again be-
come the nominee of my party for the
Presidency. My determination not to do so
Is unalterable and conclusive.

MR. HANNA,
Such suggestions as you make with ref-

erence to ntrt VMr n cit rniiran Tilfhlv
complimentary, but my position on this
ouujeci is wen aennea ana weu known. I
have no personal ambition to serve, and
cannot be considered In any sense a can-
didate for the Presidential n6minatlon. My
only desire is to serve- - my party to the
extent of my ability,.

Each of these declarations Is in per-
fect good taste and goes to the full
length that can rightfully be expectetf.
Neither man saya that the Presidency
is something he would not prize, either
for itself or for its token of popular
confidence. To say such a thing would
stamp its author as either Inhuman or
Insincere. Each of them truthfully
says that the writer Is not actively or
passively engaged In a struggle for the
nomination and has no. expectation of
its coming to him. No man who de-
serves the Presidency could eay less
than this; no man who has the proper
interest In public affairs and the proper
pride of self-respe-ct would say more.

What the enemies of Mr. Hanna want
and what the enemies of Mr. Cleveland
want Is an utterance which will offend
somebody. Each of these men has thou-
sands of admirers who would like to
see him In the Presidency and say so
with friendly and heartfelt enthusiasm.
What is wanted Is for him to Intimate
to these admirers that they are fools.
The man who Is not satisfied with
either of theBe utterances Is simply
eager for the author of them to say
something that will discredit him before
the people.

Circumstances may arise between
now and June which would precipitate
the nomination of Hanna or Cleveland.
In that case either of them could accept
the position with good grace. This Is
precisely the course they ought to pur-
sue. We do not think either of them
will put himself in a position where he
could not accept the nomination wlth-- r
out stultifying himself or embarrass-
ing his friends. We do not expect
either of them to send out word that
the Presidency Is so small an honor as
to be beqeath his notice.

THE NEW GENERATION.
The funeral of Longstreet is likely to

be our last public ceremony of notable
character that dates back to the Civil
War for Its argument The mirror fig-
ures of the Civil War, like General
Schofleld and the Confederate General
John B. Gordon, are sure of honorable
notice In death, but their passing will
not make the people of either section
halt and doff its hat In reverence before
their pall. In fact, the only death
among the Union Captains that sensi-
bly ajrected the whole North was that
of Grant The bitter quarrels between
Jeff Davis on the one side and Joe
Johnston and Beauregard on the other,
and the fact that Longstreet accepted
office at the hands of a Republican Ad-
ministration deprived these Generals of
that high place In the Southern heart
which is entirely held today by Lee and
Lee alone. It was Lee's good fortune to
quarrel with none of his subordinates,
to keep the peace wi.th Davis and to.
die so soon after the war (October 12,
1870) that he escaped all Imputation of
partisanship. The funeral honors to
Lee and Davis exhausted the South-
ern heart as completely as the passing
away of Grant Sheridan and Sherman
exhausted that of the North.

There Is nobody left on either side to-
day In the United States whose death
would cause either section to waste any
time in large public funeral honors or
hearfTelt mourning of any sort The
statesmen and soldiers who came out
of the great conflict for the Union hold-
ing the hearts of the people are all now
dead, and with their deaths the realistic
din and the romantic memory of the
war is entirely extinct There are a
few old soldiers of both armies left in
the United States Senate. General
Haw ley was a respectable Union Briga-
dier, and General Bate, of Term
was one of the ablest and most gallant
aivision commanders in the Confederate
Army of the West General Alger was
a Colonel of volunteer cavalry. Senator
Proctor was Colonel of a nine months'
regiment that guarded the wagon train
at Gettysburg. Senator Quay was a
line officer In a Pennslyvanla regiment
Senator Foraker was a very young
Lieutenant in an Ohio regiment. Sen-
ator Morgan was a Confederate officer,
but none of these men, save General
Bate, performed any Important military
service. If they .should die tomorrow
they would be remembered. If at all,
for their statesmaiiship, which in the
case of the most of them has been of
very mediocre quality of performance,
even when Its purity of purpose cannot
be Impeached.

In the lower house of Congress there
are a number of men who are Union or
Confederate veterans, but they served
for the most part In the ranks and en-J-

no Influence of consequence among
their constituents solely because of
their military service. Today both sec-
tions are satisfying their passion for
trade and comparatively petty politics,
undisturbed by the venerable shapes or
the feeble voices of the surviving rem-
nant of the great armies of 1861-6- 5. It
has taken the country nearly forty
years to wear out the political at-
mosphere created by the war for the
Union. The election of sol-
diers, like Grant Hayes and Garfield,
to the Presidency, the nomination of
Hancock by the Democracy, kept up the
din of the war drums; and there is no
doubt that Harrison, who was a Union
Brigadier-Genera- l, and McKlnley, who
was a very gallant staff officer, owedN
something of their early rapid political
advancement to their patriotic soldier-
ship. But this Inspiration for our weal
or woe that dates back to the Civil War
Is about exhausted and spent. The
monuments are all erected; the ceme-
teries completed; the great military and
civic figures of the great war for the

Union are become part of the army of
our illustrious dead.

The war drums and fifes are no longer
the most thrilling part of our political
campaign field music. Military and pa-
triotic records are no longer Influential
in securing nominations to office. The
memory and influence of the war de-
parted with the disappearance of the
great generation that fought It to vic-
torious conclusion. Its romance, lt3
grim realism, its sorrow. Its Joy, Its
glory and Its shame are practically ex-
tinct as a potential popular force In the
politics of the future. Looking forward
then to a future which has probably
concealed In Its politics neither war nor
battle's sound, we may fairly ask
whether this fact is a subject for con-
gratulation. Thl3 will depend on how
we use the great civilization that was
preserved for us; that the inspiring In-
fluence and memory of the war has
helped us to fashion and cement Into
its present imposing shape. Peace ia
not better than war if It Is not peace
with honor. Peace tinged by no patrl--.
otic memories, peace that makes no
preparation for war; peace that will
never fight for National honor and self-respe-ct

Is not preferable to war discord-
ant with guns and drums; disfigured by
battle and slaughter. But if our peace
does not Increase our drift to plutoc-
racy or its alternative, state socialism?
If it is a peace with honor, assisted, de--
ienued and secured Dy a willingness
and ability to wage war upon Just oc-
casions, then we need not regret that
the heroes, the statesmen, of our great
war for nationality are all absolutely
extinct as visible and volceful shapes.

It Is true that the demagogue Is al-
ways one of the cankers of a calm
world, thsrterpillars of the state,
when the plplngVtlmes of peace are
broken by the neartagejles of war; but
place our Nation under tne same pres-
sure and the people of the Union of
1904 would not degenerate from the
Union of 1861-6- 5. In the great crisis of
war with a first-cla- ss foreign power we
would feel that It was a time for work,
not for vapor; that our President or
Governor must not be the shadow of a
name, but the substance of a man; that
our Legislature must include something
better than carrion crows, kites andhooting owls. Under -- such an emer-
gency we would commit Important Na-
tional responsibilities only to men who
knew enough to hold a citadel and de-
fend a state from foreign war or domes-
tic peculation, even If they could not or
would not cajole a court, corrupt a Leg-
islature or pack and capture a caucus.
The virtue of the body politic of eighty
millions of people cannot be determined
by the superficial skin diseases of our
social fabric that write blotches on its
cheek. Our country Is like a singed.
cat, Detter .than she sometimes look3.

The New York Sun clearly explains
the present status of the Dreyfus case,
whioh seems to be misunderstood. The
Dreyfus commission has reported unan-
imously in favor of submitting to the
criminal branch of the Court of Cassa-
tion the question whether the judgment
rendered by the second court-marti- al

held at Rennes ought to be sustained
or set aside. Under this report the
Combes Cabinet will Invite either the
whole Court of Cassation or the crim-
inal branch of the court to say whether
the Judgment of the Rennes court-marti- al

ought to stand. If the court says
that the judgment should be vacated
because of the 'discovery oi new evi-
dence, or because of exclusion of im-
portant testimony, or because of the
admission of testimony since found to
be false, then there are three ways cpen
to the court of righting this miscarriage
of justice. A third court-marti- al may
be ordered; the Dreyfus case may be
referred to a civil tribunal for trial, or
the Court of Cassation itself, on the evi-
dence before It, may adjudge

Dreyfus innocent of the crime for
which he has been so barbarously pun-
ished. If Dreyfus desires not only to
regain his former rank, but to return
to active service, it would be better for
him to obtain an acquittal at the hands
of a court-martia- l. The Generals and
War Office officials who conspired to
brand Dreyfus with lnfamv and to con
sign him to the living death of exile and
imprisonment at Devil's Island ought,
when his rehabilitation Is comnlete
made to suffer the rjgor of Justice.

The erroneous belief that, the opening
of rivers to navigation has a detri-
mental effect on the traffic of the rail-
roads traversing the same section is re-
futed wherever the test.ls made. E. H
Harrlman on his recent visit to this city
was quite positive in his statement that
the opening of the Columbia would not
Interfere with the traffic of his ran
lines, and cited the enormous rail traffic
of the lines on both banks of the Hud
son and of other rivers as- - nroof of tho
statement The steady Increase of the
Willamette River steamboat traffic is
another case In point The number of
boats on the river is greater than ever.
and arrangements are being made for
tne construction of still another, to run
farther up the river than any of those
now In service can go. Meanwhile the
traffic of the ralMInes up the Willam-
ette Valley Is heavier than it has ever
been. There is such an enormous area
of undeveloped land tributary to the,
water courses of the Northwest that It
will be many years before the ooenlmr
of a new water line or a new rail line
will fall to develop new business.

The Kansas City Star suggests that
If Senatdr Hanna should be elected
President, and If Perry Heath were
consulted In the formation of a Cabinet,
the result would be something like the
following:

Secretary of State, Ferry Heath, .
Secretary of the- - Treasury. Estes G. Rath- -

bona.
Attorney-Genera- l. James N. Tyner.

.Postmaster-Genera- l, A. W. Machen.
Secretary of War. G. W. Beavers.
Secretary of Navy. J. H. Barrett
Secretary of the Interior, C. F. W. Neeley.
Secretary of Agriculture. Daniel V. Miller.
Secretary of Labor. James T. Metcalf.

It seems a great pity that the promis
ing trade of the Umpqua River Is un
able to secure the approbation of the
United States Engineers for improve
ment of Its bar. The beautiful little
city of Gardiner and the thrifty and
hospitable dwellers of the surrounding
country would seem to deserve a better
fate. Perhaps by another Congress the
situation may change for the better. A
river and harbor bill is doubtful, any
way, at this session.

A Prolific Family.
Winchester Democrat

Sixty-tw- o years ago a man named Jones
moved from Kentucky to Dade County.
Missouri, taking with him his family of
ten children. At a reunion recently held
at Everton 1913 of his descendants were
present and there are a few who were
unable to attend. Almost all of his de-

scendants have married and settled In the
same neighborhood In Southwestern

GENERAL WOOD'S- - WORK IS CUBA.

Kansas City Star.
A newspaper man of wide experience

who 8pent a few days In Kansas City fouryears ago after a protracted visit in Cuba,
gave hl3 friends a gloomy account of the
outlook In the Island. The American peo-
ple, he said, had no conception of how
desperate conditions were. The indus-
tries of the country had been ruined by
war, the times were hard and the Island
swarmed with- chronic insurrectionlsta.
With their lack of training In

and with the large number ot
malcontents, the Cubans in his opinion
were bound to make trouble. Havana wasa commercial city, and therefore was fair-
ly quiet la this correspondent's opinion
the situation was worst at Santiago, then
under the rule of General Wood. The
province, he said, was full of discontented
elements, and had always been the center

'remarkably, but he believed success was
uj a me power or any man. mat there
would be another outbreak, starting fromSantiago, this correspondent did -- not
doubt "The big war in Cuba?' he said,
"Is still to be fought"

That this prediction was not fulfilledwas due. first of all. to the ability of one
Hjou-ueu- nani vvooa. ay a rare combi-
nation of tact- keen Insight into humannature, good judgment and administra-
tive ability he quieted the discontent andkept Santiago pacified. The other day, be-
fore the Senate committee. General Brooketestified that occasionally the Santiago
commander was guilty of Insubordination;that he sometimes disregarded orders fromheadquarters and appealed to the WarDepartment A civilian Is not a competentJudge of the seriousness or such military
offenses. But it would occur to the aver-age man that so desperate a situation asthat which confronted Wood at Santiagomay have required extraordinary meas-ures. One might naturally suppose thaton occasions the officer in command ofthe department might have found it nec-essary to use his own discretion even
"s""" oraers irom distant Havana. Itwould not have been strange if the press-ing conditions had sometimes demandeda disregard of strict military etiquette.Possibly Wood had to choose at timesbetween the insurrection which the cor-respondent predicted and insubordination.A stickler lor discipline might havebrought on. that "big war" to which thenewspaper man referred. But In the Judg-ment of most persons the pacification ofturbulent Santiago was rather more im-portant than any amount of red tape.

C0RP0RATIONSAND THE LAW.

Philadelphia North American.Corporate defiance of the law had an-other notable exemplification In the testi-mony given by Prank Waterhouse. of theBoston Steamship Company, before the In-terstate Commerce Commission Thursday.With a frankness which should' be amaz-ing, and which would be if It were notamazingly common, Mr. Waterhouse toldthe commission that a contract existedbetween the corporation he represents andthe Northern Pacific Railroad Company
which virtually the latter fromtransporting inland from Seattle 'freight
reaching that port on vessels other thanthose belonging to the steamship company
In other words, these two corporations areaccomplices in a plainly illegal compact
abolishing competition in freight transpor-
tation between Manila and the ports ofWashington. Under It the. independent ortramp" ocean carrier Is ruled oft thewater.

This is not an Isolated case. Whereverlocomotives puff and steamships dock whatIs known as the "rebate system" Is in useto a greater or less extent As a rule Itsexistence is not bo boldly proclaimed as inthis Northwestern Instance; but immunity
from penalty has made many of thosewho employ It careless of publicity. Notmany months ago a traffic officer of thePennsylvania Railroad lines west of Pitts-burg avowed to the Interstate Commerce
Comrnlsslon that his company made apractice of giving rebates to favored ship-pers. Examples of similar bold indiffer-
ence to law might be multiplied, but it is
needless.

The kernel of the matter Is that thestatutes prohibiting acts In restraint oftrade are ruthlessly and repeatedly vio-
lated. Every observer of economic condi-
tions knows this to a moral certainty.
Even the most timorous violators preserve
but a pseudo-secrec- y, and, as we have
seen, the bolder ones vaunt their law-
lessness in the teeth of the executors of
the law.

Of course, something Is radically wrong.
What Is It? Is the trouble In the act3 of
Congress, or do those whose duty It Is to
enforce them fall of adequate vigor?
When God-mad- e creatures commit crime
there is reasonable certainty that they will
be punished; otherwise civilization could
not continue. But , law-ma- creaturesmay defy their creator and, in nine cases
out of ten, go scathless. Is the law merely
another Frankenstein, powerless to con-
trol the monsters it makes?

Always Justice; Never Equality.
Baltimore Sun.

The frank, wise, yet conservative words
of Governor Charles B. Aycock on thenegro question in his recent Balltmcre
address have attracted wide attention.
Pleading for Justice to the negro 'and de-
claring that "we must execute judgment
in righteousness," Governor Aycock gave
this as his solution of the problem:

It is, first, as far as possible under the
fifteenth amendment to dlsfranchse the ne-
gro; after that let him alone; quit writing
about him; quit talking about him; let him
learn that no man, no race, ever got any-
thing worth the having that he did not him-
self earn; that character is the outcome of
sacrifice, and worth is the result of toll;
that whatever his future may be the present
has in it for him nothing that is not the
product of industry, thrift. Obedience to law
and uprightness; that he cannot by resolu-
tion of council or league accomplish any-
thing; that he can do much by work; 'that
violence may gratify his passions, but it
cannot accomplish his ambition; that rarely
he may eat of the cooking of equality, but
he will always find when he does that there
is death in the pot. Let the negro learn
once for all that there is unending separa-
tion of the races; that the two peoples may
develop side by side to. the fullest, but that
they cannot Intermingle. Let the white
man- determine that no man shall by act' or
thought or speech cross this line and the
race problem wll be at an end.

At the same time he declared that the
white man owes an obligation to the
black and should neither forget his
fidelity nor magnify his faults. Ho does
not fear that the Caucasian will ever
cease to be the dominant race, will ever
vield the scepter of power or ever grant
'equality in Its slightest degree. "As a
white man," he declared. I am afraid of
but one thing for my race, and that is
that we shall become afraid' to give the
negro a fair chance."

In the heart of the South, he realizes
that the Southern white man may be
safely left alone to do the negro justice
and give him his rights. But he also
realizes that the constant Intermeddling
of the uncomprehending North, the
prodding of the Southern people and the
attempt to force upon them an impos-
sible equality may irritate them beyond
endurance. A great menance to the
negro Is the continual attempt of poli-
ticians and prating meddlers to array him
against the Southern white man; for
such a conflict will never endanger white
supremacy at the South and can only re-

sult In disaster to the inferior race.

She Wondered.
New York Press.

They were standing - on the forward
deck of a ferryboat bound for Hamilton
avenue. Brooklyn. He was gazing fondly
upon her, while she looked dreamily over
the water to where, on Governor's Island,
a huge sign bore the legend:

"Cable Crossing. Don't Anchor."
"I wonder," ahe began, "I wonder
"You wonder whaf dear?"- - he asked,

with a wealth of solicitude in his voice.
"I wonder," she continued. if they

would permit one to anchor after the
cable Rets through crossing;"

THE REMEDY FOR FIRES...

New York Evening Post
It Is impossible, ot course, to see any

bright side in so awful a catastrophe as
this at the Iroquois Theater; but it Is
by no means Impossible to profit by the
one sreat lesson that It teaches. It Is the

Lsafae lesson that has been taught by
many previous theater Area, but wilfully
disregarded that inflammable matter will
burn when Are Is applied to It This
really Is the one vital point to be consid-
ered In this matter. Without Inflammable
mattef in a theater there can be no flre.
Without nre there can be none of the hor-
rors of burning, suffocation and mangling
which Inevitably follow. It Is an excellent
thing to be careful about fireproof walls,
about strong, wide and plentiful stair-
cases, and the easiest possible means ot
exit and entrance, but all such considera-
tions are trivial in comparison witlf the
one essential of preventing the occurrence
of flre altogether. Now, the fact that this
prevention of the possibility of flre in a
theater Is. In these days, perfectly simple
13 the damning fact which proves beyond
dispute the existence of criminal negli-
gence somewhere in every case ot flre In
a placo of public amusement On more
than one occasion theJEvenlng Post has
declared that therejgud be no injustice
In a law which "sh0uldmake a manager
criminally responsible for the conse-
quences of any such outbreak In his estab-
lishment. Of course, this proposition has
been denounced as extravagant by per-
sons having theatrical Interests, but there
Is nothing in the least extravagant about
It, and until some such regulation Is put
Into force, the country will be shocked
from time to time by these ac-

cidents.
What are the plain facts? There Is no

difficulty whatever In building a theater
of absolutely incombustible material.
There is no reason why anything but
iron, steel, brick, stone or concrete should
be used in the construction of a theater,
except for the stage, where wood, of
course, must be employed; and wood can
easily be made as Impervious to flames as
brick or cement itself. It is Just as easy
to make everything else In the theater.
the scenery, the ropes, the costumes and
whatever furnishings may be required for
tne seats or for decorative purposes, ca-
pable of resisting flre. In other words, it
Is only deliberate and wicked recklessness
which permits the existence In any theater
of a single article that will burn at a
flash.

Moreover, in these days of electricity
and steam there Is absolutely no excuse,
except the contemptible one of cost, for
the presence of flre in any shape within
the precincts of a theater.- All the fur-
naces for heating, all the dynamos for
the provision of light and power, can be
placed in their own fireproof structures
entirely independent of and disconnected
from the theater proper. And all these
facts are known and long have been
known by every architect, by every build-
er, by every theatrical manager, and It
might almost be added by every actor and
actress of any account In the country. At
least 25 years ago experlnrents were made
at Wallack's Theater upon scenery, paint-
ed In distemper and treated with tungstate
of soda, A woodland scene was placed
in the center of the stage, and a gas flame
10 or 15 feet in length, proceeding from
the nozzle of an ordinary hose, was di-

rected against It The scenery gradually
became red-h- where the flame touched
It but only at that point. Presently the
red-h- part crumbled away and the flame
passed through the hole to the other side
without doing any further harm. The
scenery did not catch flre at all, in the
ordinary sense of the words, the damage
being confined simply to the spot to which
the fierce flame was applied. At the same
time it was demonstrated that cloth.
wood and linen could be rendered equally
slow-burni- by a similar process. An
other Important point to be remembered
in connection with these experiments is
that the cost of the necessary chemicals,
of which , there are several varieties, is
insignificant. There is not the shadow
of a .shade of an excuse for the men ho
neglect or for who do not
insist upon this precaution.

THE LESSON WILL BE HEEDED

Brooklyn Eagle.
There will be a lusty clamor against

the builders of the house, but they did
their work well. More space was given
to aisles than in any other theater In
the country, and there were 25 exits of
unusual width. The cause of death was
chiefly In the excitability of the audi-
ence. Had panic assailed them in the
open air the results would have been
similar, for it Is not forgotten that In
the rush for the metal Cups that were
given away at the coronation of the Czar
a terrible loss of life occurred. Com-
missioner Sturgls says, unwisely, that
the same thing could happen at any
time In our own theaters. We do not
think so. On the contrary, we know that,
as a result ofthis horror, every at-
tempt wIlV be made by theater managers
throughout the land to Insure safety,
where it is- - not already assured.

Our places of assemblage were made
safer by the lesson of the Brooklyn The-
ater fire, and that more serious disaster
In the Ring Theater of Vienna. An

effect of the Chicago holocaust will be
to widen and increase aisles and exits.
multiply asbestos curtains, and particu
larly to drill ushers and stage hands for
emergencies. For we have fallen Into
careless habits again, respecting the use
of exits. For years men were stationed
before them, ready to throw open the
doors at an instant's notice. Now, some
of these doors are locked and unused.
For years firemen were present on the
stage and In the orchestra. We do not
see them any more. We are using too
many halls that have to be reached by
stairs, lor all assembly rooms halls,
theaters, galleries and churches should
have at least the main floor at the street
level.

Not only must the means of safety be
Increased, but confidence must be given
to audiences by proving that they are
not In peril of their lives when they at-
tend a lecture or a concert or a play.
Every fireproof curtain should be low-
ered at least once In an evening, andevery door opened at least once In tho
21 hours. There should bo a dally in
spection of nres. lights, boilers, gas fix-
tures, calcium-lig- ht apparatus, electric
wires and every possible source of dan-ger. Where jerry work Is done by themechanics and this may have been thecause of the Chicago tragedy It should
be promptly effaced and honest worksubstituted. Even If a possible loss oflife Is not considered, the money loss
and the Injury to theatrical business oftne country cannot be overlooked. Themain thing Is to protect an nnrMpn
against Itself; to make the means ofsafety so obvious that there will be no
loss of It Is not fire
mat neea De dreaded. It Is panic.

Judge Spencer's Dream.
New" York Times.

Judge O. M. Spencer, general solicitor
for the Burlington road in Missouri, has
a reputation among the railroad operators
on Wall street as a most ardent defender
of Missouri against any and all comers.
While a guest of the Omaha Club on a
recent visit to the Nebraska metropolis,
friends who knew his falling began to
ridicule Missouri.

"I reckon I'll have to tell you fellows
about a dream I had not long since," said
the Judge finally. "I dreamed I went to
heaven and that St Peter showed me all
over the place. What surprised me most
was a group of men chained to the wall
In a prominent place.

" 'St Peter,' said I finally, 'I've been
looking at those men chained to the wall
fpr a long time. It seems very strange
that you should have to chain men up In"
heaven. I'd be greatly obliged If you'd
tell me the reason for it'" 'Bless you,' answered St Peter quick-
ly, 'the reason is plain enough. Those
meri are from Missouri, and chaining is
the only way to prevent them all from
returning." '

Y : ANDC0MMENTr
'
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jThursday.-- I
wonder why this should Be Thursday;

Why should it come Thursday today
Of aU days in the mystical seven
Of air days in th"e magical seven

Why should it be that day today?

I woke as the dawn was
As the dawn was declaring it day.

And mistily murmured. "Oofwi
And listlessly lisped out, "Good Heaven.

x warmer wnat aay is today."

And the landlady-answered- , " TIs Thursday.

And I sighed at the sibilant Sybil .
And I sighed at the sinister Sybil

Why should U bo that day today?

I hinted surprise at a Thursday '

If yesterday happened today?
But she questioned my quivering quibble-S-he

"quoth of a quizzical quibble
Why should it be- rent day- today;

A Wish.
Mary, learning the piano.

Sobbed. a wish: .f
Were I only not ,a girlie,

But, a fish."

"Fishes are such lucky .creatures,"
Mary walls.

"Never have the slightest trouble
With their scales."

An Oriental war would fill out nlcelj
until the baseball season opens.

Love laughs at locksmiths, they say, but
Prince Cupid stayed In Jail all night

After being tarred and feathered It did
not take Mr. Cremeld long to remove the
Hurt

How many different facades had the
Iroquois Theater? Newspaper pictures so
far show about 30.

An ad. running in the local' papers says:
"First-clas- s waist help wanted."-What'- s

the matter with Portland's .young men,
anyway?

If the saloonkeeper's story Is- - 'true
Onicers Price and Conners should be tried
for letting him off with $3 and a .couple
of cigars.

In several years of observation we have
never met a person whose painted por-
trait wo had seen, that looked half so
impressive as the painting.

It is officially declared that Porto
RIcans are not aliens, but It will be a long
time before the great American publio
gets over calling them dagoes.

Hill refers to Roosevelt'3 omission of
McCIellan's name in his Antletam speech
as an exhibition of "monumental little-
ness." What gigantic pettiness.

Enterprising papers are endeavoring to
obtain news from the Orient,, while all the
time there's a press censorship In Colo-
rado. Why npt jump In and show some
enterprise there?

Three men of the Northwest Mounted
Police allowed a prisoner to escape. One
of them got a year at hard labor, and the
others six months each. Some of Port-
land's thlefcatchers are congratulating
themselves on not belonging to the
Canadian corps.

New Year's editions are thick among
the exchanges, and each tells of the un-
paralleled growth of Kokonut or where-ev- er

the paper comes from. Each town
has the greatest percentage of gain In
every line, and far surpasses, all the
others As .statistics cannot He. the sup-
position Is that they simply gotmuddled.

There is an amusing drawing In the
Illustrated Sporting News showing a dis-
consolate actor enviously regarding the
animals that have taken possession of the
stage. Some New York managers com-
plain 6f a bad season, but only those that
neglected to turn their houses Into imita-
tion circuses. Pasteboard giants and two-m- en

elephants are the stars whose twink-
ling dazzles the populace.

Henry Watterson does not mind tho
Presidential bee, but he shrieks when the
wasp of criticism Inserts its sting. In re-
ferring to the aforesaid bee, the gallant
Colonel called it a "wretched bauble,"
whereupon Henry Thurston Peck rushed
to the aid of the little buzzer and declared
that a bee was not a bauble. Colonel
Watterson was annoyed by this remark,
and did not hesitate to say so. He wittily
calls Professor Peck "H. Tootsle," and
Intimates- that he is a blot upon Jhe edi-

torial page of Hearst's papers, as if a
blot were discernible upon a blot But
the fact remains that a bee, at least out-ei-de

of Kentucky, is not a bauble.

The American who devotes himself to
art or to literature seems to be regarded
with great disfavor by those that care
for none of these things. And the dis-
favor Is extended In some degree to those
of other nations who bow before the
muses. The world, we are told, can
better spare the greatest artist than a
good General or a.capable manufacturer
of lard. The Industrial achievements of
a Carnegie are more important than the
artistic achievements of a Whistler. All
this is the voice of the majority. Most
men would rather be a Washington than
a Milton. And since even the admirera
of literature admit that the judgments, or
to use a less pretentious word, the opin-
ions of the majority are in the end almost
sure to be correct, the view must bo
adopted by all who would be right What
Is the world better for Shakespeare's life?
Not a whit Indeed, we are the worse
off that he ever wrote a play. Had he
confined himself to poaching in deer
parks instead of extending his operations
to fields of thought, we Bhould npt now be
cursed with would-b- e Hamlets; we, should
not have our earsassalled with the

phrases that have been
taken from the plays, and we should have
none of the innumerable army of com-
mentators to growl over tho true reading
of an unimportant passage. As a contribu-
tion to the welfare and advancement of
the world Shakespeare was riot a success.
A fighter Is of more account, than an
author, and It is safe to say that the
name of John L. Sullivan will do more to
Inspire the youth of the next generation
than the combined names of Howells,
Dorothy Dlx and Henry James.

WEX. J.

Peat In Iowa.
New York World.

Edward Atkinson, the writer, of Boston,
has been Investigating the Iowa lake bed
and the beds of the former extensive
sloughs and ponds in the vicinity of Eldo-
rado. Ia., and he is firmly convinced that
In these beds may be found sufficient fuel
to supply Iowa and other states for many
years to come.

Mr. Atkinson says that in all European
countries the great peat deposits are util-
ized by all classes, and an excellent qual-
ity of fuel has been obtained. Mr. Atkin-
son has figured that the fuel to be ob-

tained from the bed of Mud Lake, In
Hamilton County, Just west of here, will
bo fully 220,000.000 tons.

The figures coming from such an emi-
nent authority, the people of the Middle
West need have no fear of a fuel famine
for many years to come


