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Charles C. Gilbert; Brigadier-Generals
Wiiliam P. Carlin and Stephen Thomas.
The eminent Confedernts deand are
Lieutenant-Generdl A. P. Btewart, Brig.
adier-General Bradley T. Johnson and
Brigadler-Geperal George H. Stuart
The list of notable foreigners who have
dled during the year includes Legouve,
the oldest French Academician, who
dled In his 97th year; Pope Leo XIII,

Spanish statesman; the Marquis of Bal-
fsbury, Cardinal Vaughan and Cidrdinal
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certificates and their relssue Into other
denominations; (5) §10 gold certificates;
(6) removal of restriction upon the pro-
portion of §6 notes In Natlonal bank
fssues; (7T) substitution of haif a cent a
year on average bank clrculation for
the present tax of 1 per cent.

We are unhesitutingly in favor of
every part of this bill, with the possi-
ble exception of the scheme as to de-
nominations of notes. We regard It as
extremely doubtful whether the smaller
denominations should not be more and
more restricted to the sliver certificates
and Treasury notes. It is of the highest
wisdom to coln the doliars lnto subsidi-
ary silver; but according to the same
admirable purpose of minimizing the
silver burden, the small notes, which
jose themseives In the circulation and
are with difficuity collected for presen-
tation at the Treasury, should be repre-
sentative of the sliver hoard, still up-
wards of $500,000,000, In the Govern-
mént’s custody, Instead of this, it
Is proposed to enter the §10 feld with
gold certificates, to let banks issue as
many $& notes as they choose, to let the
silver certificates be changed from
small denominations 1o large. The alm

eigttation, 0.

TODAY'E WEATHER—Cloudy and threstes-
ng. wilk occasienal min; winds mostly south.
arly.
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FAFAN AN ASIATIU POWER.

It has been the cue of Jupan to €n-
courage the bellef that her purposes In
Asla are in keeping with the Inlerests
of the United States, To an extent this
= true; for any change in Corea or
China in the direction of freer trude is
for our good; but there |8 one aspect of
this grest Oriental struggle which =0
far has been almost wholly Ignored
We refer to the Asiatic. nature of the
Japanese people and thelr ambltion to
dapanize China

The persistence with which gufleful
Russian diplomacy hangs on to Man-
churia has been thoroughly explolted,
by reason of the Interested activilty of
British news and diplomatic agencles;
but oniy vague hintsa have been let fall
of the dreams of Aslatic power that are
secretly cherished by Japan. These are
belleved to ook to the organization of
the Chinese urmics by Japanese officers.
Dim as these hopes are now, they need
but the Impulse of o successiul war to
@et the Japanese nation upon China as
the British have taken hoid in India
and Egypt.

The next great awakening of Japan
pould be the vision of o Japanized
Asls. The military genius of Japan s
great. Her soldlers are perhaps the
best In the world, Her diplomats and
military oMoers understand China com-
pletely. With their similarity of race,
religlon, history and Orlental |deals, the
two peoples might readily be fused into
& milltary entity whose power, once
aroused and mobiilzed, would dwarf tnto
insignificance any horde of conquerors
the warld hus ever seen. With Japan-
@se statesmen erecting a framework of
efllclent government upon the rulns of
the present Manchuy dynasty; with
“Asia for the Asiatics” brought out
from its seclusion to serve as the slogan
of China's hitherto inert hosts, at
jength directed by acumen, energy and
newly roussed ambition, the plans of
Burope for a partition of that anclent
emplre would fall away like a house of
oards before a breath

The Western world cannot forget,
throughout this impending conflict, that
shile Japan s heathen, Asintie, Mon-
gollan, her opponent Is Christian, Eu-
ropean, Caucasian, With all the mys-
tery and terror with which legend has
surrounded the Russian bear and the
grest white Czar; with nll the lega-
obis of Catharine and the Alexanders;
wvith 2l the tragic memories of nihil-
fstic outrages and Hebrew massacres
mnd Siberian tortures, unhappy Poland
snd wretched Finland, there must also
De thoughta of the herolc undertakings
of Peter the Great and Nicholas I and
Serglus de Witte to lUft the unhappy
milllons of thelr countrymen out of the
depihs n which barbarism bound them
up to higher levels of enlightenment
snd comfort.

In a binary system composed of
China and Japan, the center of gravity
will be more remote from Western In-
fluences than Russia is, with her rela-
tionahips to England and France her
gcentury of (rispdship with America, her
thoosand ties of interest and sympathy
with the capitals of Europe. The con-
test is on In the Orient. Biood may be
shed and It may not. But the yeidr on
which we heve entered Is the baginning
of an lrrepressible conflict in which
each side calls potently upon our sym-
pathies. We have friends and Interests
on elther side; and upon neither should
we seek to arouse the fealing that here
where freedom and justice are belleved
to dwell, & national struggle for life
and light must reckon with 4 foe.
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toward the true currency, resting upot
the credit of business and not the pub
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4 party question, for the

watlerway than any other

In the Senste to vole against it
and other Southern citles urge the rati

Legisinture on the eéve of adjournmen
unanimously passed = resclution In

ratification.

completion of the Panama Canal. Gov

ratification of the treaty s not and can
not be made a party quastion.

The nolable Americans who dled dur-
ing the year 1903 include Charles G. Le.
Iand, Cassjus M. Clay, ex-United States

. Bepator Dawes, Abram 5. Hewitt, Rich-
prd H. Stoddard, the poet: Bishop
Clark, of Rbode Island; ex-Congress-
manJdohn E Russell of Massachusetts;
Paul Du Chaille, Edmund Kirke, Fred-
arick Law Olmstesd, Joseph Haworth,

; Mark Smith, actor; Frederic R

1, #x-United Btates Senstor Mc-
Ponald; Rear-Admiral White, U. S. N.;
Rev. Dr Brooke Herford, William
Coggswell, porfralt painter; Andrew H.
Green, Rear-Admiral Gherardl, U, &
N John Deolph, pailnter; Stuart Rob-
mon, ‘Laigi Ardit], Bishop Keans, of the
Catholic Church. The famous painter,
Whistler,

The Democratic
Pierce was deeply interested
matter of & trans-lsthmlan canal, an

in th

more by an
than any other, There are thousand

high rank during the Civil War | will be a fatal biunder for 190¢

demth roll for the Yyear includes

here undoubledly Is, In connection with
the other sections referring to bank
notes, 1o stimulate the lssue of bank-
ing currency in the interests of <las-
ticity. This is a commendahle purpose;
but elasticity is a poor thing to advance
It Is
more lmportant to protect the parity of
our silver and the paper based on silver
than to facilitate bank lssues or with-
drawals, We hope to ses these sectlons
modified or omitted from the bill before

It is a pleasure to The Oregonlan to
pee 50 ardent and advanced a currency
reformer as Representative Hill taking
now & position which has been consist-
entiy maintained by The Oregonlan for
these s#ven years In which banking re-
form has besn aglitated—namely, that
to reduce the silver menace and allevi-
ate Natlonal banking restrictions grad-
ually as public opinion is educatad af-
fords a far safer and wiser course than
any of the ambitious currency reform
measures of comprehensive scope and
radical method, Such also s the ma-
tured judgment of Senator Aldrich. A
banking system cannot be made in &
It s the product of a siow and
Step by step we
shall eliminate our dangers and reach

e debt or taxes wrung from the peo-

The Democracy i beginning to see
that they cannot afford to make the
ratification of the Panama canal treaty
Southern
States, that are more deeply intervsted
in the construction of an Inter-oceanic
sectlon,
wouid pot permit thelr representatives
The
leading papers of Atlanta, New Orleans

fication of the treaty, and the Louisiana

structing Sengtors Foster and McEnery
to vote for ratification. The Legisla-
ture of Misslssippl, which convenes
early this month, l= reported to favor
The Legisiatures of Mary-
Iand and Kentucky meét this month
and are not likely to be Indifferent to
the commercial importance of a gulek

ernor Terrell, of Georgia, on Christmas
day at a publlc banguet, upheld the
President in his recognition of the Inde-
pendence of Panama, and sald that the

The traditional policy of the Demo-
cratic party should make them all ar-
dent expansionists in the matter of the
President’s Phllippine policy, and should
make them all champions of the quick
construction of a trane-fsthmlan canal
Administration of

the statesmen of the South have as a
rule always recognized the fact that
thelr section of the country would profit
inter-oceanic waterway

of Democrats who will vote for Roose-
velt simply because he Is a Fpresenia-
tive of the hersditary Democratle pol-
tcy of National expansion and opposi-
tion to vatification of the Panams
treaty will glve Rogsevelt thousznds
of Democratic votes. Free silver at 18
1o 1 was the worst and most far-reach-
ing blunder that the Democracy made
tn 18%; opposition to expaneion and our
Philippine policy was another very bad
blunder, made in 1598 and opposition to
the ratification of the Panama treaty

The Dumocratic party will never be
!

victorious upon the stupld plan of find- |

in particuiar. You are ready to flle &
negative to anything the Republican
party proposes, and you ore nDever
ready to do anything else.” The peopic
are tired of the Democratic party ris-
Ing up in court and saying: *I object™
The Democratiec party is become noib-
Ing but a perennial objectar to the Re-
publican policy, and yet has po policy
of its own.

BASELESS FEARS OF MERCHANTS.

It is not at all to the credit of prac-
tical business men that thelr judgment
is »0 often far astray when they leave
the beaten track of buying and seiling.
It 18 & curlous fact that the bankers
and jobbers of Colorado and Utah were
as enthusiastic for free sllver in 1596
as the lawyers were. On mo prosiie a
theme as tarilf, business men divide
on party lines. Prominent maritime
men are active on both sides of the
nubsidy question, and free wool has no
more ardent advocates than Democratic
cheepmen. A striking example of tha
limitations of the business mind In the
fleld of politieal thought ls the attitude
of traders toward the threatened war
in the Orient. A Singapore merchant,
Interviewed In Portinnd, sald:

In the evant of Japan's sucoess sha would
absort Coren and throw It gpen to elvillza-
tion. There is a4 menace i the prospect of
dapanese ascendency. It I mot st all im-
probuble thet out of It would come har ab-
solute mastery of China. In that svent she
would awaken the sleeping empire and set
ber to work civilleing bherself. Thia would
prevent the development of Chins by Buro-
pean or American capltal for with her won-
dorful respurces and cheap iabor she wonld
defy Caucanlan commpetition

This utterance is welcome for the
patse it may give to those whose preju.
dice agninst Russia indoces them to
pray for Japanese success; but It Is
quite as {ll-advised as the cries of the
Russophobes. 1t is past comprehension
that a thinking man can interpret the
history of Japan as evidence that “won-
derful resources and cheap labor can
defy Caucasian competition.” The prom-
1se that Jepan would outsell us in man-
ufactures by reason of her powers of
Imitation, cheap Inbor, ete., 18 now al-
most len years old. But the result has
been otherwise. Awakened Japan has
actually Increased ber purchases from
us more than her sajes to us, as the rec-
ord shows:

Yoar From Japan. To Japan.
1803 .- -F2L000,000  § 4,000,000
e, =« 20,000,000 7.0, 000
24,000, 004) 15,000, 000

37,000,000 21,000,000

There I8 reason to expect that with
Japanese mscendency In Corea or in
China a movement would ensue similar
to the movement in Japan itself, since
her awakening nine years ago. There
= 2 racial and politicel aspect of the
question which we have treated In an-
other article on thig page. But the idea
thet elther Russlan or Japanese control
and exploftation of China §s fraught
with mensce to our trade Interests is
absurd. Whoever fears it has only to
reflect upon the medieval enormities of
the Chinese regime which are set aside
by the treaty we have already ratified
with her, and which we &re now mov-
ing heaven and earth to Induce her to
ratify, What we need {s the opening of
China; and our chances for jeadership
in development there nare probably
Ereater under either Russian or Japan-
ese control than under control of more
skiliful European rivais, llke Great
Britain or Germany.
e
THIS ISSUE OF THE OREGONIAN.
The review of the progress of Qregon
In the year 1503 published In this morn-
Ing's Oregonian proves that the wiahes
for a happy and prosperous New Year
which were made a year ago today
bave been fully realized. The forecast
of what s In prospect for the state In
the year 1904 jJjustifies confidence that
the same good wishes, which are now
rengwed, will also be fulfilled in good
and abunduant measure.
The désigns for the bulldings of the
Lewis and Clark Falr, an enterprise on
which the hearts of all Oregonlans, and
indeed of the whole Northwest, are cen-
tered, are published this morning for
the first time. They are worthy of their
y | Breat purpose—the celebration of an
. | epoch-mnking event in the history of
the natlon. All being designed by Ore-
gon architects, these bulldings them-
selves will be no mean exhiblt of Ore-
gon’'s genius and constructive skill. The
birdseye views of the Lewis and Clark
Falr and of other great expositions in-
vite comparison, of which none need be
afraid. 'While not pretending to vie
with the Chicago, Buffalo and St Louls
Expositions in other respects, the Lewis
and Clark Exposition will far surpass
them ail in the scenie beauty of its site.
Thizs enterprise will mssume its finsl
ghape during this year, the only gques.
tion still cpen belng the extent of the
Government’s participation. Ita general
scope and the nuture of the different
exhibits are defined In this issue In arti-
cles by the director-general and by the
men in charge of the several depart-
ments.
s The articles on the several leading In-
dustries of the siste, most of which are
contributed by men sctively engaged In
those Industries, reyeal a condition of
abounding prosperlly on all hands.
There have been good crops of all the
. | products of thé soll, and they have been
sold at highly remunerative prices. The
oniy limit to the cutput of the lumber
Industry has been the capacity of the
mills and that of the rallroads to haul
the products to markst* A great ad-
vance has been made In opening up
the mining districts, There has been
the same expansion In the state’s manu.
factures as In the development of its
natural resources, a long =tep having
been made in converting the raw ma-
terial into Anished products within Ore.
gon's borders,
The result of the yaar's operations in
all lines of Industry Is told In the statis-
tics of Oregon banks. Reports from al-
most every bank in the state, both Na-
tiona! and private, show 2n Increass of
nearly §7.000000 in the aggregate de-
posits. This is the year's profit of the
whole people of Oregon. 1t is an addl-
tion to thelr accumulated weaith which
can be used as cspital In further devel-
epment. With over 155,000,000 as work-
ing capital, Oregon no longer nesds to
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matic negatl Mere negation beyond cavil that Portland holds
nembemumm.::m; Sde- o ki & jal olls
The people will say: “The Republicans pisce IRetropo
do not pretend that you know anything | place In the value of her exports of

‘perous that an appropriste New Year's

provement, determined to live up to the
position of pre-eminence which she has
gained.

While dwelllng at length on the good
work accomplished, The Oregonian has
not ignored In this annual review the
good work which remains to be done.
It was to be expected that, In o land of
so many and guch varlous opportuni-
ties, some should be neglected, These
exist more particularly among the
manufacturing Industries, and they wiil
be found fully set forth. The condi-
tions fevoring success are explained,
but the difficulties to be overcome are
not ignored, for It 1s not desired to de-
celve by telllng only half the truth.
The year just ended has been =0 pros.

greeting is, May the new year be as
#ood as the old year!

NOT AN EVENTFUL YEAR.

The year that is gone is not so much
an eventful year as it is & year that
indicages great events for the present
year. The Venezuela difficulty, which
began with Germany and Great Britain
the last month of 1902, waa settled with-
out serious trouble. War between Tur-
key and the Mocedonian Insurgents has
threatened to embroil Bulgaria and Ser-
via, but bostilities ceased In October
last, sure to be resumed in the Spricg
unless Russia and Austria hold the Sul.
tan by the collar. War has been im-
pending for the last six months be-
tween Russia and Japan over the ques-
tlon of the evacuation of Manchuria
and the occupation of Corea, and at
this moment It looks as If the present
yenr would not pass without a coilision
between Japan and the Czar, The aa-
sassination of the King of Servia has
not brought peace and harmony to that
country, or happlness to his wretched
successor. The new departure of Jo-
seph Chamberiain is the most notable
event in English politics, measured by
Its far-reaching consequences 0 Great
Britain and perhaps to the United
States, if It Is supported by the Britlsh
people, and by the personal dlsaster Its
rejection would prove to the brilllant
Becretary for the Colonies,
Deaths of famous men have taken
place In Europe, but they were all men
whose working days were over, lke
Pope Leo, Mommsen, Lord Salisbury,
Herbert Spencer, Lecky. Captain Drey-
fus has a Happy New Year in the pros-
pect that his case will be rehoard and
hiz Innocence affirmed. In the Unitad,
Biates the sudden secesslon of the State
of Panama from Colombla has enabled
s 0 negotiate o treatly with that little
staté which will probably result In &
speedy construction of a trans-lsthmian
canal by the Punama route At the very
time when the reactionary refusal of
Colombia to sall us a right of way for a
reasonable sum had haited our project,
It i quits possible the United States
may be Involved In war with Colombla
In its determination to permit no inva-
slon of the isthmus. Cuba has been
placed on a better political bakls by the
ratification of the recent treaty of recl-
procity between Cuba and the United
States. The settlement of the Alaska
boundary question has strengthensd
the tles of mutual friendship and es-
teem between this country and Great
Britain.
The postsl scandal has been suffi-
clently plcturesque to make the Democ-
racy hilarous on Christmas, and the
charge of franud In the land department
probably adds sometihing to the joy of
expectancy with which they hall the
New Year. Tammany Hall is happy to-
day in the possession of the spolls of
vietory, and ex-Mayor Low ls happy, If
the consciousness of duty uprightly
performed fills the soul of the exeocu-
tive with felicity. Secretary Root is
happy, we assume, because he {8 about
to unsling the knapsack of the War
Départment and help adjust it to the
shoulders of his successor. The year
has been signalized by the most awful
rallroad accident, that of the Duquesne
Limited, that has happened for many
years, and the terrible loss of life by
fire In the Iroquols Theater, of Chicago,
is the worst of the kind that has ever
happened In this country. Captain
Oberlin M, Carter I8 happler than he
Was & year ago, for he has regalned his
liberty, although not his reputation.

None of the notabie American dend of
the year will be missed from the active
pursuits of usefulness, for they were all
members of the retired list either
through age or Infirmity. Indesd It
cannot be said that America has lost a
man of firat rank in litersture, science,
politices, art, soldiership or the stage.
Of course there will always be pessi-
mists who Insist that the world Is grow-
ing worse, but such thinkers as a rule
do not know encugh about the social
history of the world's past to justify
them In dellvering any dogmatic judg-
ment concerning the present. Every
mnn who has read carefully the his-
tory of the world's soclal morals In the
past as told In the novels and memolrs
of the elghteenth century and the first
half of the nineteenth century knowa
that the worid s a far better man than
it was in 1850. When we remember that
we are 50 000,000 and were only 30,000,000
in 1860, no man who can look back
forty years will deny that public gam.
bling, drunkennesas, prizsefighting, cock-
fighting, are vices that have steadliy
lost Influential ground through the
gradual growth of a higher and more
humanes sentiment in both Europe and
America,

Forty years ago men of Intellect, adu,
cation and high public station were not
ashamed to gamble all night or g=t
drunk at dinner, but the leaders in poll-
tics, law or litersture no longer drink
to excess or gnmble or lead Irregular
llves. Our American Congress Is a
sober body, while forty years ago it
was disfigured by Intemperance and its
Irdteliectual leaders, Thad Stevens and
George Ashmun, were conspicuous for
thelr devotion to poker. Purer man-
ners and nobler laws form the record of
civillzation for the last fifty vears In
both Eurdpe and America. Prizsefight-
ing, once the popular recreatlon of the
aristocratic class In England, has been
relegated to the ditch and the dogs
from which it sprang, and more refined
sports attrhet decent men. Young Cor-
bett in safe to fAght himselfl into "a
Happy New Year” in Californla, but
outside of California the states are few
and far between where a prisefight can
take pince that is fought to a fnish of

fluence which was felt last year to
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state are so far past the era when the
wheat crop was the all-powerful factor
In commercial iife that even the very
poor crop of the premler cereal last
year had no éffect whatever on the gen-
eral trade sltuation. BExports of wheat
were¢ smaller than for many years, but
flour shipments brokes all previous rec-
ords and for ths first time In the history
of the port exceeded 1,000,000 barrels.
Lumber shipments were also the largest
on record, and more bariey and oats
were sent out of the state than In any
previous year. The wool clip was large
and sold at high prices, and the 2ame
was true of the hop crop. With very
few exoeptions all of the products of
the farm and fleld commanded much
higher prices than for several years.
These were prominent factors In swell-
ing the Jjobbing trade of Portland to
over §150.000,000, but a contributing in-

greater extent than ever before was the
large amount of money brought into
the Pacific Northwest for Industrial de-
Thousands of men of vary-
ing degree of wealth, but commanding
in the aggregate milllons of dollars In
caplital, have come Into the Northwest
and invested In timber lands and farm
lands, and are developing them and cre-

foew years ago contributed nothing to
state or clty. The greatest development
in these lines has perhaps besn accom-
industry.
Bcores of new miils have been put in
operation within the past yeur, and as
such & large percentage of the disburss-
ments In conneption with the Industry
are for labor, the effect is feit In all

There was a heavy Increase In the
volume of the jobbing trade and In the
territory reached by Portland jobbers.
A number of new wholesale establish-
menis have come into the field, and
these new firms all report an excellent
and the old establishments
handie more trade than ever before.
In maritime commerce Portland has
shown @ remarkable growth on lines
for her future.
Within the year the Oregon metropolls
dispatched more big lumber and -flour
cargoes than wers ever clesred from
any other port on earth In a single year,
The channel from Portland to Astoria
kas be¢n despened so that lighterage is
practically a thing of the past, and
shipa of 24 feet draft experienced no
difficulty In going from Portland to As-
toria. Toward the close of the year the
Government dredge Chinook was sent
to the Columbia for the purpose of deep-
ening the channel at the mouth of the
river, and her trial operations have
been such as to warrant the bellef that
the channe]l over the bar will soon be In
as good shape, proportionately, as that

By no means the slightest evidence of
the wonderful prosperity which was en.
joyed by Portland In 1903 Is the large
number of substantial and extensive
blocks that have been ocon-

this character as well as residence
bullding has besn pushed on a more &x-
tensive ecale than evar before in the
history of tha city. Oregon has enjoyed
many “fat" years In the past, but the
best of them have never equaled that
just closed, and bne of its best features
from a trade standpoint llés In the fact
that the impetus given trade has been
o grest that it goes rushing Into the

Dr. Wood In 1586, while attached to
Captain Lawton's command as a sur-
geon, topk part In the chase of Geron-
imo. Of course, he was commended for
his participation in ths chase by Gen-
erals Lawton, Miles and Forsyth, and
these compliments to a sSurgeon are
seriously quoted to justify making Dr.
Wood a Major-General in the line to-
day, although Dr. Wood continued to
practice medicine ten years after he re-
celved these compliments. This part of
his record was enough to justify mak-
ing him a Colonel of volunteer cavalry.

Wood’s purely military service In the
Santingo campalgn as a volunteer offi-
cer was unimportant, and the rest of
his work was not military, but admin-
tstrative, in its character; the work that
any intelligent éivillan could have done,
Yeét Secretary Root counts this clvilian
service as o distingulshed feature of his
military career, which Is absurd, since
it could have been done just as well by
any Inteliigent subordinate of the De-

could have nominated General Bell to
this vacancy, & West Pointer of notable
gervice in the FPhilipplne War. Wood
eould not complain of belng jumped
with any more justice than Wade and

The argument that President Roose-
wvelt Is bound by courtesy to perpeluate
the initial mistakes of President Me-

Army for ihe future to be sacrificed In
order to be courteous to President Mc-

Out of our 2006 volunteer officers who
fought thelr- way up In four years of

a

of

set

8 squadron In the field. It is true that
President MecKinley was guilty of a
great mistake when he made his family
physician o Brigadier-General in the
line, but his successor Is not obliged to
be governed by seniority In meking

He

the
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amendment
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sentation shall be proportionately re-
duced. Under this amendment the rep-
resentation of Masspchuselis m"b( be

clause In this amendment was super-
seded by the fifteenth amendment,
which was added two years later. This
last amendment provides absolutely
that “the right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be dented or
abridged by the United States or by
Any state on account of race, color or
previous condition of servitude." Now
the Springfield Republlcan makes the
point that the Crumpacker plan would
serve notice “that any state could ig-
nore the last amsndment and disfran-

t::dcr the fourteenth
that it ignores the fifteenth amend.

Disfranchisement because of
or color 18 not prohibited by the
th amendment. It is only pro.
where any male citlzens over
of age are disfranchised for
cause except for crime or partiel-
tion In rebellion, the basis of repre-

EW

1

chise on the.ground of color provided
that It submitted to a proportionate re.
duction In  representation.” It adds:
“The upshot of It all would be a gen-
eral and permanent axclusion of the
negro from the electlve franchise and
his formal reduction to a state of polit-
leal servitude, leading inevitably to ed-
croachments upon his Industrinl free-
dom, and this with the sanction of the
Nation.”

The memory of George Willlam Cur-
tis was recalled by the unvelling of a
bust of him in bronze and the formal
presentation of It to the New York pub-
lic library December 7. Mr. Curtis was
intended by nature for o pure Uterary
force, but necesalty turned him Into a
writer of political editorials for Har-
per's Weekly, and he sought to be a
leader of the Republican mugwumps
egalinst Roscoe Conkiing In New York
Btate. But Mr, Curtls was not fit for
the coarse work of rough outdoor poli-
tics. He had fine powers of oratory, the
diction of Wendell Phiilips without his
powerful sarcaam, and unflinching ag-
gressiveness. Conkling could quell Cur-
tls with his insolent.invective, becauss
Curtis was too well-bred a man and of
too fine spirit to return blow for blow
with a man like Conkling, who had
Bo0d bralns at his command and feit
none of the restraints of good breeding
In debate. Curtis was a man of sound
lterary culture, and be cultivated a hu-
mane spirit In journallsm, but he was
like a fish out of water trying to be a
leader in practical politics, He was an
eloquent, graceful speaker, but he was
not & great oralor or powerful debater.
In an offhand contest for the supremucy
of A stats convention Conkling was a
leader, a gensral, a debater, while Cur-
tls was an orator for annlversaries, for
eulogistic oceasions. Mr. Curtls' true
place was In pure Ilterature rather than
in efther politics or journallsm: his
mind was essentlally poetic, hypererit-
ical of men and things; he was out of
touch with the plain people, and some-
thing of an Anglo-manlac. His mind
was critical rather than creative; it was
elégant rather than robust or incisive,
compared with that ofGreeley or Dana
or Godkin, If he had lived in the
French Revolution he would have been
one of the Girondists, a party of orators
without & man of governing capacity or
common sense In its ranks.

Death jn all Its hideousness never he-
fore. wrought such carnage as has
hushed the hollday mirth and trans-
formed Chicigo Into a city of mourning.
War and pesulencs, earthquake snd
fiood, shipwreck: and famine, have
ciaimed thelr victims at times by the
bundreds and even thousands, but
never before have 50 many bright
young lves been blotted out under
such distressing circumstances. The
matines crowd has ever been a distinet-
ive feature of the brighter side of life
in a great city. Mads up of joyous
young girls and chiidren, with & sprink-
ling of matrons for chaperons, and a
dew men who sesk a brief recreation
from the cares of business life, it would
be Imposaible to picture a similar lurge
assembiags to whom life at the moment
would peem swester. And In no other
manner could the happy maldens and
matrons, the innocent, prattling babes
and the pleasure-seeking men have met
a desth which would have cuused so
much lasting sorrow. Death by ship-
wreck in midocean, by pestilence on
land or on the fleld of battle s In a
measure regarded as unavoldable, and
the attendant heartaches of those who
are jeft to mourn are softened to a cer-
taln extent by the consoling thought
that everything possible had been done
to avert the calamity. In this case
there Is much that “might have been™
which will cause lasting regrets and
sorrow for those who are left to mourn,
To Death the mourning friends of the
victims of - the Chlcago tragedy can
truthfully say that “All we know or
dream or fear of agony is thine

Where 4 iarge number of people are
gathered within an inclosurs, sudden
approach of great danger deprives them
of reason. “If fire Is the menace, the
instinct of self-preservation, made Io-
stantly active, overthrows judgment.
Men, women and children become as
terrified animals. In such disasters as
oceurred at the Iroquols Theater, fatall-
ties occasloned by the crush of mad-
dened persons far cutnumber those by
ineineration. There can be no safeguard
for a frenzled throng who arse threat-
ened, or Imagine themaelves threatenaed,
with death In horrible form. Approvad
modern architecture lessens danger
from fire, but human Ingenulty cannot
evolve a plan for preventing loas of life
under clrcumstances such as arose In
that {il-fated playhouse.

A Lewis and Clark nlmanae, contain-
ing much Interesting Information n the
way of the dates of notable eventa In
the Northwest, has been lssued by
Woodard, Clarke & Co. Nothing of this
kind has been compiled before, and the
almanac will prove a convenlence to
pervons desirous of having a compen.
dlous date-book. The correctness of the
information i vouched for by Secretary
Himes, of the Oregon Historical Sect-

suys that the Increass of rickets Is
to the way in which children are fed
on oatmeal porridge. Ricketa doe to
parritch! exclaims the sstonlshed Beot,
who may have bdeen fed that universsl
food as a bairn, and at colloge have
“cultivated the Muse on a little cat-

meal.” No bome food in oatmeal! What

ing men ecating parritch in Scotland,

declared "that's what we feed horses
on in England.”
listening Scot, “where will you fnd
such horses or such men!™ If oatmeal

“And where," asked a

dovan't make bones, it dgesn't maka
anything. Who has seen John Hielan-
man in kilts must admit that. however
Incking In fleshy covering, bhis bones
are of heroic size. Indeed your kiltsd
Beot not Infrequently appears to be all
kneea and shaggy ones at that But
we do not for a moment mean to assert
that oatmeal produces bones alone. IL
makes good flesh and blood, brawn and
sinow. An ingenious writer last weelk
Fave the result of certain observations
of hia to a New York paper. Stimue
lated by the display of girls In metro-
politan theaters, he began an invesil-
gation Into the national characteris-
tica of giris in all climes. After pa-
tiently gathering statistics, this savant
came to the decislon that the girls of
each country had some points of pre-
eminence, and that the lasaies of Scot-
land led the world In legs. “Oatmeai”
this sclentist declared, “runa to lega™
Is there any hint of rickets in this?
Pubaw! To ba sure there are some
Bcots who will dlspute this declslon—
Boots will dispute anything. They will
say that ostmeal rums to brains, but
the world will mersiy smile at them.
it seems to be established that catmeal
18 an excellent food for legs, and, bear-
ing thls In mind, might we suggest
to Xlaw and Erlanger, Frohman, Kirke
La Shalle and the rest, that they feed
a few of their companies on parritch
bafore sending them to Portiand again.
—

A Seven-Dollar House.
According to Huarper's Weekly, at a
rocent performance of “A Midsummer
Night's Dream” In New York, with Nat
Goodwin in 1be cast, the total receipts

were just $7.00.

It surely cammot be

That demr old Shake and me
mmmummxﬂ;m

- This & no Bummer's dream,

Put things are what they seem,

For facts backed up by emply tils must g0,

It's pretty clear I'li break,

Unless I shake old Shake;

He's out of date, cf course, dut backed by me,
I thought perbaps he'd xo,

For I'm popular, you knew,

But evidemtly mot to such a high degres.

The bistant eritics shout:

“Leave farce and log shows out] %
The public cries for bread ; dou’t give it stones.
We give It comedy,

We give It Bhake snd me,
‘And the pub.ic pungies up just saven bones.

It's pretty tough ﬂlmm-n;

But he's long past .

It‘s me that has to make the bunch of hollem,
For my caresr as star

Wil got an awful jar,
umeMmm“m

Resolutiona.

Pefors e Moy a virgin page
That's mumbered ninety-focr;
Ths one thar's turmed is full of bilota

But bhere I end tha score.

Parhaps last year the view I took
Of many things was durk,
Perhaps | growled too mmany growls
At things mot worth remark.

But now I'll take s cheery view
Of all mat comes along;

I will mot growl & wingle growl;
My lfe will be & sOOE.

That s If T can hope to sing
With such = cold aa this;

It seetos If colds are Eoing round,
I'm one they Sever miss.

It malkes me mad 1o think the year
Ehould start i= soch & way;

I never saw. such weoather come -.
Upon a New Yesr's day.

Last yeur was bum encugh, I'm surey
Put this one may be worse—

In glassy glades no rings grown green,
Where (alries moonilght mvels keep.

The ¢ik's keen ears have never caught
The fMminl bay of Dian's hounds;
The waking owl has never seen
The phasteen hustsman on his roonds,
Pan pipes Dot—yet the woodland winds
Their delphic omcles repast;
The leaves stifl whisper secrets; otill
The music of the woods ls sweet,

The Mald.
(Joan of Arc Is to be canonized on

The King obeyed the Illy Maid,
And dared the English d¥in:

The King recelved his crown at Rbhelms;
The Mald s crowned i heaves.

Faith i & great thing. When one
soes in an article headed “Twilight
Bpecial Service,” and dated “SBan Fran-
etsco, December 31" some allusion to
Jack Munroe's visiting the office of a
New York paper and saying that he in-
tended to leave in time to reach Butte
by Christmas day, one realizea the
powaer of the falth that acecpts such

stufl.

1t is cheering to note that both the
Jupanese and the Rusaian Amb 4
at Washington are able to sssure thelr
governments that the eatire sympathy
of the great American public la on thelr
respective sides. Both diplomats base
their telegrams upon the fact that
jarge numbera of Americans are vol-
unteering for service in thelr respective
armies. The worthy Ambassadors for-
get that the American voluntesrs in
such cares, not because his sympathy
is strong, but because his love of ad-
venture prompts him to take am ob-
vious means of gratitying It

Reports drawn up by Dr. Wodds
Hutchinson and his coadjutators are
not read by thesSchool Board. It was
hardly to be expected, and Dr. Huteh-
inson, we think, will not be chagrined
Tha directors, in all human likelihood,
are mentally incapable of appreciating
his reports, and If they wers would
probably rafuse to act upon his resom-
mendations, alleging some paltry ex-
cuse about lack of funds—as If sclance
bothered about funds. Report writing
is an absorbing pursult. 1t employa all
the powars of the mind, besides requir-
ing. In the case in point, great refine-
ment of the olfactory nerve. To have
written a good report Is satisfaction
snough for sny man: that It should-be
‘read I8 & superfiuity. 2 90

of the retort to Dr. Johnson, who, ses='_ -

”




