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JAPAN AN ASIATIC POWER.

It has been the cue of Japan to en-
courage the belief that her purposes in
Asia are in keeping with the interests
of the United States. To "an extent this
is true; for any change in Corea or
China in the direction of freer trade is
for our good; but there is one aspect of
this great Oriental struggle which so
far has been almost wholly ignored.
"We refer to the Asiatic. nature of the
Japanese people and their ambition to
Japanize China.

The persistence with which guileful
Russian diplomacy hangs on to Man
churia has been thoroughly exploited,
by reason of the Interested activity of
British news and diplomatic agencies;
but only vague hints have been let fall
of the dreams of Asiatic power that are
secretly cherished by Japan. These are
believed to look to the organization of
the Chinese armies by Japanese officers
Dim as these hopes are now, they need
but the Impulse of a successful war to
eet the Japanese "nation upon China as
the British have taken hold In India
and Egypt

died

land;

News

The next great awakening of Japan
.would be the vision of a Japanized
Asia. The military genius of Japan is
great. Her are perhaps the
best In the world. Her diplomats and
military officers understand China com- -
pletely. "With their similarity of race.
religion, history and Oriental Ideals, the

readily fused a position which consist
xi military entity whose power, once
aroused and mobilized, would dwarf Into
insignificance- any horde of conquerors
"the world ever seen. "With Japan
ese statesmen erecting a framework of
efficient government upon the ruins of
the present Manchu dynasty; with
"Asia for the Asiatics" brought out
from its seclusion to serve as the slogan
of China's hitherto inert hosts, at
length directed by acumen, energy and
newly roused ambition, the plans of
Europe for a partition of that ancient
empire would fall away like" a house of
cards before a breath.

The "Western world cannot forget,
throughout this impending conflict, that
while Japan is heathen, Asiatic, Mon
golian, her opponent is Christian, Eu-
ropean, Caucasian. "With all the mys-
tery and terror with which legend has
Burrounded the Russian bear and the
great white Czar: with all the lega
cies of Catharine and the Alexanders;
(With all the tragic memories of nihil
Istic outrages and Hebrew massacres
and Siberian tortures, unhappy Poland
and wretched Finland, there must also
be thoughts of the heroic undertakings
'of Peter Great and Nicholas H and
Serglus de "Witte to lift the unhappy
millions of their countrymen out of the
depths in which barbarism them
up to higher, levels of enlightenment
and comfort.

In a binary system composed of
China and Japan, the center of gravity
wilt be more remote from "Western In
fluences than Russia is, with her rela
tionships to England and France, her
.century of friendship with America, her
thousand ties of interest and sympathy
with the capitals of Europe. The con
test is on in the Orient. Blood may be
shed and it may not. But the year on
which we have entered is the beginning
of an irrepressible conflict in which
each side calls potently upon our sym
pathies. "We have friends and interests
on either side; and upon neither should
we seek to arouse feeling that here
where freedom and Justice are believed
to dwell, a national struggle for life
and light must reckon with a foe.

The notable Americans who died dur
ing the year 1903 Include Charles G. De-lan- d,

Casslus M. States
Senator Dawes. Abram S. Hewitt, Rich-
ard H. Stoddard, the poet; Bishop
Clark, of Rhode Island;
man John E. Russell, of Massachusetts;
Paul Du ChaillU. Edmund KIrke, Fred
erick Daw Olmstead, Joseph Haworth,
actor; Mark Smith, actor; Frederic R.
Coudert, ed States Senator Mc
Donald; Rear-Admir- al "White, U. S. N.;
Rev. Dr. Brooke Herford, "William
Coggswell, portrait painter; Andrew H.
Green, Rear-Admlr- al Gherardi. U. S.
N.; John Dolph. painter; Stuart

Ardltl, Bishop Keane, of the
Catholic Church. The famous painter,
"Whistler, was an American by birth
and education, but his whole profes-
sional career was spent In London and
Paris. Among the Union soldiers who
held high rank during the Civil "War
(he roll for the year Includes

ixanKim, wneiuuii, xiuug,

Goldsmith

soldiers

"We are unhesitatingly in favor of
every part of this bill, with the possi
ble exception of the scheme as to de
nominations of notes. We regard It as
extremely doubtful whether the smaller
denominations should not be more and
more restricted to the silver certificates
and Treasury notes. It is of the highest
wisdom to coin the dollars Into subsldl
ary silver;- but according to the same
admirable purpose of minimizing the
silver burden, the small notes,
lose themselves in the circulation and
are with difficulty collected for presen-
tation at the Treasury, should be repre-
sentative of the sliver hoard, still up
wards of 5500,000,000, In the Govern
ment's custody. Instead of this, it
is proposed to enter the $10 field with
gold certificates, lo let banks issue as
many $5 notes as they choose, to let the
silver certificates be changed from
small denominations to large. The aim
here undoubtedly Is, in connection with
the other sections referring to bank

stimulate with
m tne unina;

ticlty. This Js a commendable purpose;
but elasticity is a tfoor thing to advance
at the cost of absolute safety. It is
more Important to protect the parity of
our silver and the paper based on silver
than ,to facilitate bank issues or with-
drawals. "We hope to see sections
modified or omitted from the bill before
it becomes a law,

It is a pleasure to The Oregonlan to
see so ardent and advanced "a currency
reformer as Representative Hill taking

.two peoples might be into now has been

has

the

bound

the

Clay,

death,

which

ently maintained oy Tne uregonian lor
these seven years in which banking re
form has been agitated namely, that
to reduce the sliver menace and allevi
ate National banking restrictions grad
ually as public opinion is educated af-
fords a far safer and wiser course than
any of the ambitious currency reform
measures of comprehensive scope and
radical method. Such also Is the ma
tured judgment 'of Senator Aldrlch. A

system cannot be made in
day. It is the product of a slow and
evolutionary process. Step by step
shall eliminate dangers and reach
toward the true currency, resting upon
the credit of business and not the pub
lic debt or taxes wrung from the peo
ple.

NOT A PARTY QUESTIQN.
The Democracy Is beginning to see

that they cannot afford to make the
ratification of the Panama canal treaty
a party question, for the Southern
States, that are more deeply Interested
In the construction of Inter-ocean- ic

waterway than any section,
would not permit their representatives
in the Senate to vote against it. The
leading papers of Atlanta, New Orleans
and other Southern cities urge the rati
fication of the treaty, and the Louisiana
Legislature on the eve of adjournment
unanimously passed a resolution in-

structing Senators Foster and McEnery
vote for ratification. The Legisla

ture of Mississippi, which convenes
early this month, Is reported to favor
ratification. The Legislatures of Mary-
land and Kentucky meet this month
and are not likely to be indifferent to
the commercial Importance of a quick
completion of the Panama Canal. Gov.
ernor Terrell, of Georgia, on Christmas
day at a public banquet, upheld the
President In his recognition of the Inde
pendence of Panama, and said that the
ratification of the treaty Is not and can
not be made a party question.

The traditional policy of the Demo
cratic party should make them all ar
dent expansionists in the matter of the
PresIdent'sPhillpplne policy, and should
make them all champions of the quick
construction of a tranE-lsthml- canaL
The Democratic Administration of
Pierce was deeply Interested in the
matter of a trans-isthmi- canal, and
the statesmen of the South have as a
rule always recognized the fact that
their section of the country would profit
more by an inter-ocean- ic waterway
than any other. There are thousands
of Democrats who will vote for Roose-
velt simply because he Is a representa-
tive of the hereditary Democratic pol
icy of National expansion and opposl
tlon to ratification of the Panama
treaty will give Roo"sevelt thousands
of Democratic votes. Free silver at 16

to 1 was the worst and most far-rea-

ing blunder that the Democracy made
in 1896; opposition to expansion and our
Philippine policy was another"very bad
"blunder, made in and opposition to
the ratification of the Panama treaty
will be a fatal blunder for 1904.

The Democratic party will never be
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victorious upon the stupid "plan of find-

ing out what the Republican party pro--
poses to do and at once filing a dog
matic negative. Mere negation will
never be accepted as statesmanship.
The people will say: "The Republicans
know what they want to do, while you
do not pretend that you know anything
in particular. Tou are ready to file
negative to anything the Republican
party proposes, and you are never
ready to do anything else." The people
are tired of the Democratic party ris
ing up In court and saying: "I object."
fThe Democratic party sis become noth
ing but a perennial objector to the Re
publican policy, and yet has no policy
of Its own.

BASELESS TEARS OF MERCHANTS.

It is not at all to the credit of prac
tical business men that their judgment
Is so often far astray when they leave
the beaten track of buying and selling.
It is a curious fact that the bankers
and Jobbers of Colorado and Utah were
as enthusiastic for free silver in 189G

as the lawyers were. On so prosaic a
tneme as tariff, business men divide
on party lines. Prominent maritime
men are active on both sides of the
subsidy question, and free wool has no
more ardent advocates than Democratic
sheepmen. A striking example of the
limitations of the business mind In the
field of political thought Is the attitude
of traders toward the threatened war
in the Orient. A Singapore merchant,
interviewed In Portland, said:

In the event of Japan's success she would
absorb Corea and throw It open to clvlllza
tlon. There Is a menace In the prospect of
Japanese ascendency. It Is not at all lm
probable that out of It would como her ab
solute mastery of China. In that event she
would awaken the sleeping empire and set
her to work civilizing herself. This would
prevent the development o China by Euro
pean or American capital, for with her won
aenui resources and cheap labor she would
defy Caucasian competition.

This utterance is welcome for the
pause it may give to those whose preju
dice against Russia Induces them to
pray for Japanese success; but it Is
quite as as the cries of the
Russophobes. It is past comprehension
that a thinking man can interpret the
history of Japan as evidence that "won
derful resources and cheap labor can
defy Caucasian competition." The prom
ise that Japan would outsell us In man
ufactures by reason of her powers of
imitation, cheap labor, etc., Is now al
most ten years old. But the result has
been otherwise. Awakened Japan has
actually Increased her purchases from
us more than her sales to us, as the rec
ord shows:

Tear.
1805...
1896...
1807...
1002...

Prom Japan.
..$23,000,000.. 25,000.000
.. 24,000,000
.. 37,000.000

To Japan.
S 4.000.000

7.000.000
13.000.000
21,000,000

There Is reason to expect that with
Japanese ascendency in Corea or in
China a movement would ensue similar
to the movement in Japan Itself, since
her awakening nine years ago. There
is a racial and political aspect of the
question which we have treated in an
other article on this page. But the idea
that either Russian or Japanese control
and exploitation of China is fraught
with menace to our trade Interests Is
absurd. "Whoever fears It has only to
reflect UDon the hiedleval enormities of
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THIS OF THE OREGONIAN.
The review of the progress of Oregon

in the year published in this morn-
ing's Oregonlan proves that the wishes
for a and prosperous New Tear
which were made a year ago
have been realized. The forecast
of what Is in prospect for the in
the year 1904 confidence that
the same good wishes, which are now
renewed, will also be in
and abundant

The designs the buildings of the
Lewis and Clark Fair, an enterprise on
which the hearts of all Oregonlans, and
Indeed of the whole Northwest, cen
tered, are published this morning for
the first They are of their
great the celebration of an
epoch-makin- g in the history of
the All being designed by Ore
gon architects, these 'buildings them
selves will be no mean of Ore
gon's and constructive skilL The
birdseye views of the Lewis Clark
Fair and of other great expositions in
vite comparison, of which none need be

"While not pretending to vie
with the Chicago, and Louis
Expositions in other respects, the Lewis
and Clark Exposition will far
them all In the scenic beauty of its site.
This enterprise will assume Its final
shape this year, the only ques
tion still open being the extent of the
Government's participation. Its general
scope and the nature of the different
exhibits are in this issue in

by the director-gener- al and by the
men in of the

The on the leading in
of the state, most of which are

contributed by men actively engaged in
those industries, reveal a condition of
abounding prosperity on all
There have been good crops of all the
products of the soil, and they have been
sold at remunerative The
only limit the of the
Industry, has been the capacity of the
mills and that of the railroads to haul
the products to A great ad-

vance has been made In opening up
the mining districts. There has been
the same expansion In the state's manu
factures as In the development of its

resources, a long step having
been made In converting the raw ma
terial into products within Ore
gon's

The result of the operations in
all lines of Industry Is told In the statis
tics of Oregon banks. Reports from al- -.

most every bank in the both Na-
tional and private, show an Increase of

$7,000,000 in the aggregate de-

posits. This Is the of the
whole of Oregon. It is an addi-

tion to accumulate which
be used as in devel-

opment, over $55,000,000 as work-
ing capital, Oregon no needs to

in New on. the contrary,

she has money to lend "Wall street for
the relief of Its financial distress.

Facts published in this; Issue prove
beyond cavil that Portland sffiV holds
her place as the commercial metropolis
of the Northwest. She holds the first
place In the value of her exports of
wheat and flour. The largest ships sail
ing ffm ports have been
at her wharves. As municipality she
has upon an era of Im-

provement, determined to live up to the
position of ce which she has
gained.

While dwelling at length on the good
work accomplished, The Oregonlan has
not Ignored In this annual- - review' the
good work which to be done.
It was to be expected In a land of
so many and uch various opportuni
ties, some be neglected. These
exist more particularly among the
manufacturing industries, and they will
be found fully set forth. The condi
tions favoring success are explained,
but the difficulties to be are
not ignored, for It Is not to de
ceive by telling only half the truth.

The year Just endedlias been so pros
perous that an appropriate New Tear's
greeting is, May the new year be as

as the old year!

NOT EVENTFUL YEAR.

The year that gone Is not so much
an eventful year as It Is a year that
Indicates great events for the present
year. The Venezuela difficulty, which
began with Germany and Great
the last of 1902, was

serious "War between Tur
key and the Macedonian insurgents has
threatened to Bulgaria and Ser
via, but hostilities ceased in October
last, sure to be resumed in the Spring
unless Russia and Austria hold the Sul
tan by the collar. "War has been Im-

pending for the last six be
tween Russia and over the ques
tlon of the evacuation of Manchuria
and the occupation of and at
this looks as If the present
year would not pass collision
between Japan and the Czar. The
sasplnation of the King of Servia has
not brought peace and harmony to that
country, or happiness to his wretched

The new departure of Jo
seph Chamberlain Is the most
event in English politics, measured by
its consequences to Great

and perhaps to the
If it supported by the
and the personal its

rejection would prove to the brilliant
Secretary for the Colonies.

of famous men have taken
place In Europe, but they were all men
whose working were over, like
Pope Leo, Mommsen, Lord Salisbury,
Herbert Spencer, Captain Drey
fus has a Happy New Year in the pros
pect that his case will be and
his Innocence affirmed. In the United,
States the sudden secession of the State
of Panama from Colombia has enabled
us to negotiate a treaty with that little
state which will probably result in
speedy construction of trans-Isthmi-

canal by the Panama route at' the very
the which are set Hme tne refusal
by ratified --oiomoia sen us a ngnt.oi way.
with and which we now mov-- reasonaDie sum naa naued our project,

heaven and earth her to Ifc ik luIte Possible the United States
to Issue bank- - ratify. "Wiat we need Is the opening of Involved In war Colombia

ing our chances for
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In Its determination to permit no inva
sion of the Isthmus. Cuba ha3 been
placed on a better political basis by the
ratification of the recent treaty of- reel
proclty between Cuba and the United
States. The settlement of the Alaska
boundary .question has strengthened
the ties of mutual friendship and es
teem between this country and- Great
Britain.

The postal scandal has been suffi
clently picturesque to make the Democ
racy hllarous on Christmas, and the
charge of fraud In the land department
probably adds something to the joy of
expectancy with which they hail the
New Year. Tammany Hall Is happy to
day In the possession of the spoils of
victory, and or Low Is happy, If
the consciousness of duty uprightly
performed fills the soul of the execu
tlve with felicity. Secretary Root Is
happy, we assume, because he. is about
to unsllng the knapsack of the "War
Department and help adjust It to the
snouiaers oi nis successor. The year
has been signalized by the most awful
railroad accident, that of the Duquesne
Limited, that has happened for many
years, and the terrible loss of life by
fire in the Iroquois Theater, of Chicago,
Is the worst of the kind that has ever
happened In this country. Captain
Oberlln M. Carter Is happier than he
was a year ago, for he has regained his
liberty, although not his reputation.

None of the notable American dead of
the year will be missed from the active
pursuits of usefulness, for they were all
members of the retired list either
through age or Infirmity. Indeed it
cannot be said that America has lost
man of first rank In literature, science,
politics, art, soldiership or the stage.
Of course there will always be pessi
mists who insist that the world Is grow
ing worse, but such thinkers as a rule
do not know enough about the social
history of the world's past to justify
them in delivering any dogmatic judg-
ment concerning the present Every
man who has read carefully the his-
tory of the world's social morals in the
past as told In the novels and memoirs
of the eighteenth century and the first
half of the nineteenth century knows
that the world is a far better man than
it was in 1850. When we remember that
we are 80,000,000 and were only 30,000,000
in 1860, no man who can look back
forty years will deny that public gam-
bling, drunkenness, prizefighting, cockr
fighting, are vices that have steadily
lost influential ground through the
gradual growth of a higher and more
humane sentiment in both Europe and
America.

Forty years ago men of Intellect, edu-
cation and high public- - station were not
ashamed to gamble all night or get
drunk at dinner, but the leaders in poll-tic-s,

law or literature no longer drink
to excess or gamble or lead Irregular
lives. Our American Congress Is a
sober body, while forty years ago It
was disfigured by intemperance and its
intellectual leaders, Thad Stevens and
George Ashmun, were conspicuous for
their devotion to poker. Purer man
ners and nobler laws form the record of
civilization for the last fifty years In
both Europe and America. Prizefight
ing, once the popular recreation of the
aristocratic class In England, has been
relegated to the ditch and the dogs
from which It sprang, and more refined
sports attract decent men. Young Cor-be-tt

Is safe to fight himself into "a
Happy New Year" In California, but
outside of California the states are few
and far between where a prizefight can
take place that is fought to a finish of
ferocious brutality. The world; to Its

pleasures as well as Is
a far better man than-- it was fifty yeais
ago.' Ther4 Is a great deal more com-

plaint than there used to be, but that
Is only because there are more people
intelligent enough to be sensitive to the
existence of better things and because
it is safer under law "to criticise and
complain. The day is not far distant
when a prizefighter cannot find a state
where he can legally make- - a match,' and
then he will be as melancholy as a
drunkard without a dime yet 'raging- - for
a drink.

"
OREGON'S MOST PROSPEROUS YEAR.

The year closing yesterday was the
most prosperous that Oregon has ever
known, and Portland, as the chief city
and distributing point not only for Ore
gon, but for a large portion of "Wash
ington and Idaho, shared to the fullest
extent in that prosperity. This city and
state are so far past the era when the
wheat crop was the factor
In commercial life that even the very
poor crop of the premier cereal last
year had no effect? whatever on the gen
eral trade situation. Exports .of wheat
were smaller than for many years, but
flour shipments broke all previous rec-

ords and for the first time In the history
of-- the port exceeded 1,000,000 barrels.
Lumber shipments were also the largest
on record, and more barley and oats
were sent out of the state than In any
previous year. The wool clip was large
and sold at high prices, and the same
was true of the hop crop. With very
few exceptions all of the products of
the farm and field commanded much
higher prices than for several years,
These were prominent factors In swell
ing the Jobbing trade of Portland to
over 5150,000,000, but a contributing In
nuence wnicn was felt last year to a
greater extent than ever before was the
large amount of money brought Into
the Pacific Northwest for Industrial de
velopment. Thousands of men of vary.
Ing degree of wealth, but commanding
in the aggregate millions of dollars in
capital, have come into the Northwest
and invested in timber lands and farm
lands, and are developing them and ere
atlng new wealth in sections which a
few years ago contributed nothing to
state or city. The greatest development
in these lines has perhaps been accom
plished in the lumbering industry.
Scores of new mills have been put in
operation wltljln the past year, and as
such a large percentage of the disburse
menta In connection with the Industry
are for labor, the effect Is felt In all
lines of trade.

There was a heavy increase in. the
volume of the jobbing trade and in the
territory reached by Portland jobbers,
A number of new wholesale establish
ments have come Into the field, and
these new firms all report an excellent
business, and the old establishments
handle more trade than ever before.
In maritime commerce Portland has
shown a remarkable growth on lines
which argue well for her future.
"Within the year the Oregon metropolis
dispatched more big lumber and flour
cargoes than were ever cleared from

other on year., leader, a,

channel tls
been deepened so that lighterage Is

practically thing of the past, and
ships of 24 draft experienced no

going from Portland to As
toria. Toward the close of the year the
Government dredge Chinook was sent
to the Columbia for the purpose of deep
ening channel at the mouth of the
river, and trial operations have
been such as to warrant the belief that
the channel over bar will soon be In
as good shape, proportionately, as that
in the river.

By no means the slightest evidence of
the wonderful prosperity which was en.
joyed by Portland In 1903 Is the large
number of substantial" and
business blocks that have been con
structed during the year. Building of
this character as well as residence
building has been pushed on- - a more ex
tensive scale than ever before in the
history of th city. Oregon has enjoyed
many "fat" years in the past, but the
best of them have never equaled that
Just closed, and 6ne of best features
from a trade standpoint lies the fact
that impetus given trade has been
so great that It goes rushing into the
new year unchecked in volume.

SOME CURIOUS DEFENSES.

Dr. Wood In 1886, while attached to
Cantaln Lawton's command as a sur
geon. topk part in the chase of Geron
imo. Of course, he was commended for
his participation in the chase by Gen
erals Lawton, Miles and Forsyth, and
these compliments to a surgeon are
seriously quoted to justify making Dr.
Wood a Major-Gener- al In the line to
day, although Wood to
practice medicine years after he re
ceived these compliments. This part of
his record was enough to justify mak
ing him a Colonel of volunteer cavalry;

Wood's purely military service In the
Santiago campaign as a volunteer offi
cer was unimportant and the rest of
his work was not military, but admin-
istrative, in Its character; the work that
any4ntelligent civilian could have done,
Yet Secretary Root counts this civilian
service as a distinguished feature of his
military career, which is absurd, since
it could have been done Just as well by
any Intelligent subordinate "of the De
partment of 'Justice who had never set
a squadron in the field. It is true that

McKinley was guilty of a
great mistake when he made his family
physician a Brigadier-Gener- al the
line, but his successor is not obliged to
be governed by In making
nominations of Major-General- s. He
could have nominated General Bell to

could not complain of Jumped
with any more justice than Wade and
Merriam, who were both Jumped.

The argument that Roose
velt la bound by courtesy to perpetuate
the initial mistakes of President Mc-

Kinley is absurd. Is the welfare of the
Army for the future to sacrificed In
order to be courteous to President Mc

official
Out of our 2000 volunteer who

fought their way In four years
fighting to the rank of

or Majoc-Gener- al of Vol
unteers only one obtained the place

the exceptionally Important service ren-
dered by the storming of Fort Fisher.
But then General Terry was not orig-
inally a doctor; he was only a lawyer in
civil life. Had he been a doctor he
would perhaps have risen out of sight
In four years' fighting.

The Springfield (Mass.) Republican
raises a somewhat novel point In regard
to negro disfranchisement. It calls at-

tention to the fact that the Crumpacker
plan of reducing the representation in
the South In the lower house of Con-
gress and In the electoral college in pro-
portion to the number of negroes dis-
franchised Is under fourteenth
amendment to the Federal Constitution
and that it ignores the fifteenth amend-
ment. Disfranchisement because of
race or color Is not prohibited by the
fourteenth amendment. It (s only pro
vided that where any male citizens over
21 years of are disfranchised for
any cause except for crime or partici-
pation in rebellion, the basis of repre-
sentation shall be proportionately re
duced. Under this amendmentthe rep
resentation of Massachusetts might
reduced in proportion"1 to the number of
illiterates disfranchised In that state.

this 'clause a state may limit the
suffrage as it pleases, only submitting
to the penalty. But the disfranchising
clause in this amendment was super
seded by the fifteenth amendment,
which was added years later. This
last amendment provides absolutely
that "the right of citlzena-o- f the United
States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by United States or by
any state on account of race, color or
Rrevious condition of servitude." Now
the Springfield Republican makes the
point that the Crumpacker plan would
serve notice "that any state could Ig-

nore the last amendment and disfran
chise on the ground of color provided
that It submitted to a proportionate re-
duction In representation." It adds:
"The upshot of it all would be a gen-
eral and permanent exclusion of the
negro from the elective franchise and
his formal reduction to a state of polit-
ical servitude. leading inevitably to eri- -
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croachments upon his Industrial free-
dom, and this with the sanction of the
Nation."

The memory of George William Cur
tis Was recalled by the unveiling of a
bust of him in bronze and the formal
presentation of it to the New York pub
lic library December 7. Mr. Curtis was
Intended by nature for a pure literary
force, but necessity turned him into a
writer of political editorials for Har-
pers weeKiy, and ne sought to be a
leader of the Republican mugwumps
against Roscoe Conkllng In New York
State. But Mr. Curtis was not fit for
the coarse work of rough outdoor poll
tics. He had toe powers of oratory, the
diction of Wendell Phillips without his
powerful sarcasm, and unflinching ag
gressiveness. Conkllng could quell Cur
tls with his insolent .Invective, because
Curtis was too well-bre- d a man and of
too fine spirit to return blow for blow
with a man like Conkllnsr. who had
good at his command and felt
none of the restraints of good breeding
in debate. Curtis was a man of sound
literary culture, and he cultivated a hu
mane spirit in Journalism, but he was
like a fish out of water trying to be a
leader in practical politics. He was an
eloquent, graceful speaker, but he was
not a great orator or powerful debater.
In an offhand contest for thesupremacy
of a state convention Conkllng was a

any port earth In a single a generalr debater, while Car
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an orator for anniversaries, for'
eulogistic occasions. Mr. Curtis' true-plac-

was In pure literature rather than
in either politics or journalism; his
mind was essentially poetic, hypercrit
ical of men and things; he was out of
touch with the plain people, and some-
thing of an Anglo-mania- c. His mind
was critical rather than creative; it was
elegant rather than robust or Incisive,
compared with that ofCreeley or Dana
or Godkln. If he had lived in the

he would have been
one of the Girondists, a party of orators
without a man of governing capacity or
common sense In Its ranks.

Death in all Its hldeousness never be
fore wrought such carnage as has
hushed the holiday mirth and trans
formed Chicago into a city of mourning.
War and pestilence, earthquake and
flood, Bhlpwreck- - and famine, have
claimed their victims at times by the
hundreds and even thousands, but
never before have so many bright
young lives been blotted out under
such distressing circumstances. The
matinee crowd has ever been a distinct
ive of the brighter side of life
In a great city. Made up of joyous
young girls and children, with a sprink
ling of matrons for chaperons, and a
?ew men who seek a brief recreation
from the cares of business life, it would
be impossible to picture a similar large
assemblage- to whom life at the moment
would seem sweeter. And in no other
manner could the happy maidens and
matrons, the innocent, prattling babes'
and the pleasure-seekin- g men have met
a death which would have caused so
much lasting sorrow. Death by ship
wreck In nildocean. by pestilence on
land or on the field pf battle Is In a
measure regarded as unavoidable, and
the attendant heartaches of those who
are left to mourn are softened to a cer
tain extent by the consoling thought
that everything possible-ha- been done
to avert the calamity. In this case
there Is much that "might have been"
which will cause lasting regrets and
sorrow for those, who are left to mourn.
To Death the mourning friends of the
victims of the Chicago traeedv can
truthfully say that "All we kno'w or
dream or fear of agony is thinel

Where a large number of people are
gathered within an inclosure, sudden
approach of great danger deprives them
of reason. If fire., Is the menace, the
instinct of made in
stantly active, overthrows judgment
Men, women and children become as
terrified animals. In such disasters as
occurred at the Iroquois Theater, fatal!
ties occasioned by the crush of mad
dened persons far outnumber those by
Incineration. There can be no safeguard
for a frenzied throng who are threat
ened, or Imagipe themselves threatened

this vacancy, a West Pointer of notable with death in horrible form. Approved
service Jri the Philippine War. Wood j modern architecture lessens danger

ghost
officers

of

al

of

Under

French

feature

from fire, but human ingenuity cannot
evolve a plan for preventing loss of life
under circumstances such as arose In
that playhouse.

A Lewis and Clark almanac, contain
ing much interesting information in the
way of the dates of notable events in
the Northwest, has been issued by
Woodard. Clarke & Co. Nothing of this
kind has been compiled before, and the
almanac will prove a convenience to
persons desirous of having a compen
dious date-boo- k. Tne correctness ot tne

N0f AND COMMENT, TIC
Parritch.

Scotland is disrupted. An eminent
English physician has flatly declared f

that "oatmeal is a national curse." He
Bays that the increase of rickets Is due
to the way in which children are fed
on oatmeal porridge. Rickets due to
partltch! exclaims the astonished Scot,
who may have been fed that universal
food as a bairn, and at college .have
"cultivated the Muse on a little oat-
meal." No bone food in oatmeal! "What
of the retort to Dr. Johnson, who, see- - .

ing men eating parritch In Scotland,
declared "that's what we feed horses
on in England." "And where," asked a
listening Scot "where will you find
such horses or such men!" If oatmeal
doesn't make bones, it doesn't make
anything. Who has seen John Hlelan-ma- n

In kilts must admit that- however
lacking In fleshy covering,, his bones
are of heroic size. Indeed your, kilted
Scot not Infrequently appears to be all
knees and shaggy ones at that But
we do not for a moment mean to assert
that oatmeal produces bones alone. It
makes good flesh and blood, brawn and
slnow,. An ingenious writer last week
gave the result of certain observations
of his to a New York paper. Stimu-
lated by the display of girls In metro-
politan theaters, he began an investi-
gation into the national characteris-
tics of girls In all climes. After pa-

tiently gathering statistics, this savant
came to the decision that the girls of
each country had noma points of pre-

eminence, and that the lassies of Scot-

land led the world in legs. "Oatmeal,"
this scientist declared, "runs to legs."
Is there any hint of rickets in this?
Pshaw! To be sure there are some
Scots who will dispute this decision
Scots will dispute anything. They will
say that oatmeal runs to brains, but
the world will merely smile at them.
It seems to be established that oatmeal
is an excellent food for legs, and, bear-

ing this In mind, might we Buggest
to Klaw and Erlanger, Frohman, Klrke
La Shelle and the rest that they feed
a few of their companies on parritch
before sending them to Portland again.

A Seven-Doll- House.
According to Harper's Weekly, at a

recent performance of "A Midsummer
Night's Dream" in New York, with Nat
Goodwin in the cast the total receipts
w.ere just $7.00.

It surely cannot b
That dear old Shales and mo

Are good for only seven bucks a throw:
This Is no summers aream.
But things are what they seem,

For facts backed up by empty tills must go

It's pretty clear I'll break,
Unles3 I shake old Shake;

He's out ot date, of course, but backed by mo,

I thought perhaps he'd go.
For I'm popular, you know,

But evidently not to such a high degree.

The blatant critics shout:
"Leave farce and leg shows out;

The public cries for bread; don't give it stones.'
We give It comedy,.
We trlve it Shake and me.

"And the publc pungles up Just seven bones.

It's pretty tough on Shake,
But he's long- past all ache.

It's me that has to make the bunch o hollers,
For my career as star
Will get an awful Jar,

If many houses hold no more than seven dollars.

Resolutions. y.
Before me lies a Virgin pag. . .

That's numbered ninety-fou- r; .

The one that's turned Is full of biota.
But here I .end the score.

Perhaps last year the view I took.
Of many things was dark.

Perhaps I growled too many growls
At things not worth, remark.

But now I'll take a cheery view
Of all that comes along;

I will not growl a single growl;
My ll'e will be a song.

That Is If I can hope to. sing
With such a cold as this;

It seems If colds are going round,
I'm one they never miss.

It makes me mad to think, the yeas-- '
Should start In such a way;

I never saw. such weather coma .

Upon a New Tear's day.

Last year was bum enough, I'm sure
But this one may be worse

It makes me feel like sitting down
To curse and curse and curse, '

Pan Pipes Not. '
Pan pipes not in these "Western woods;

Between the firs no dryads peep; "

In glassy glades ho rings grown green
"Where fairies moonlight revels keep.

The elk's keen ears have never caught
The fatal bay of Dlan's hounds?

The waking owl has never seen
The phantom huntsman on his rounds.

Pan pipes not yet the woodland winds
Their delphio oracles repeat;

The leaves still whisper secrets; still
The music of the woods Is sweet.

The Maid.
(Joan of Arc is to be canonized on

January 6.)
The King obeyed the lily Maid.

And dared the English lvln:
The King received his crown at Rhelms;

The Maid Is crowned in heaven.

Faith is a great thing. When one
sees in an article headed "Twilight
Special Service," and dated "San Fran-
cisco, December 31," some allusion to
Jack Munroe's visiting the office of a
New York paper and saying that he in-

tended to leave in time to reach Butte
by Christmas day, one realizes the
power of the faith that acecpts such
stuff.

It is cheering to note that both the
Japanese and the Russian Ambassadors
at Washington are able to assure their
governments that the entire sympathy
of the great American public Is on their
respective sides. Both diplomats base
their telegrams upon the fact that
large numbers of Americans are vol-

unteering for service in their respective
armies. The worthy Ambassadors for-

get that the American volunteers in
such cases, not because his sympathy
is strong, but because his love of ad-

venture prompts him to take an ob-

vious means of gratifying it
Reports drawn up by Dr. Wodds

Hutchinson and his coadjutators are
not read by theSchool Board. It was
hardly to be expected, and Dr. Hutch-
inson, we think, will not bo chagrined.
The directors, in all human likelihood,
are mentally incapable of appreciating
his reports, and if they were would
probably refuse to act upon his recom-

mendations, alleging some paltry ex-

cuse about lack of funds as if-- science
bothered about funds. Report writing
Is an absorbing pursuit It employs all
the powers of the mind, besides requir-
ing, in the case in point, great refine-

ment of the olfactory nerve. To have
written a good report is satisfaction

information Is vouched for by Secretary I enough for any mam that it shouldfhe
Brigadier-Gener- al In tHe regular Army, Hlmes, of the Oregon Historical Sod- - J,read Is a superfluity. --?

and that was General A. H. Terry, for" I ety. iyexford zones.


