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ManyPeopleAre Rush-
ing to Chicago.

GO BY EVERY TRAIN

Numerous Cities Feel
the Calamity.

GREATTHRONGSATMORGUE

Not a Few Search All Day to
Give Up Broken-Hearted.

IDENTIFICATION IS DIFFICULT

Trinkets on the Charred and Disfig-
ured Bodies Have to Be Relied
On In the Main-Wires Are
Swamped With Business,

i WHAT JURY WANTS TO ENOW,

CHICAGD, Dec. 31l.—A few of the
guastions to which the jury will en.
deavor to obtain satinfactory answers

st the inguest mre:
r Wers the stec! doors leading ts the
fire sscudes on the firet snd second
t=lconien locked when the fire bruks
outT If they were locked wore they
: openad promptly by the attendanis?
Why wae it impossible to lower the as-
4 bestos ocurtaln? Why 44 the ranuge-
ment permit the use of are ilghts in
the Gies with no device to provent car-
bon sparks from igniting (e borders
nf (he peenery snd the curtain? Why
244 the tnhers, as alleged, shut all the
doors and grge the audience to remnain
pented after the fire brokea out, instend
of dolmg everyibing possibile o enply
the bouse?

“

-

besessssesssssresssssssssssssreved

CHICAGO, Dec. IL.—0On every traln which

arrivesd in Chicago tojay camas relatives
of peraone who are thought to have been
killed or thjurell In the fire. The lobbiles
of the down-town hotels wers scones of
many happy meotings oy well s of
nnxfous fnguiries on the part of the
fatners, mothers, and more distant rela-
tves of persons of whom no trace conld
be found. Many of these people returned
Lo the hotels late In the evening, after
#ither & frultless semrch for thelr lJovad
snes or after finding in a charred and dis-
figured body lying In a morgue all that
remelned of the relative or friend for
wham they sesrched.

Unable to Find Loved Ones.

F. A. Freor, postmaster of Galesburg,
I, arrived today in responss to a tele-
gram saying his wife and daughter were
smaong the missing. Mre. Freer and Miss
Freer came 1o Chicago Wednesday morn-
ing expressly to attend the play at the
Iroguols Theater. Since thelr arrival In
Chicago Mr Freer has had no news of
them. Today Mr. Freer made inguiries of
the police and spent hours examining
bodlen in morgues Many of the corpses
bore s resemblance to his wife and daugh-
ter, and many more were clothed in
dresses similar to those for which he was
looking:- but, after lavestigating every
clew and examining everybody in every
morgue he returned to a hotel tonight
bearibroken and in despair of finding his
famliy.

Mra. B L Stoddard, of Mononk, Iil.,
Jay all morning at a botel in a semil-con.
scious conditon, grieving over the loss of
her Quughter Zudel and her son Donald

Mri. Stofidard purchased tickels for ber- |

pcll, dmughter and son for the matinee,
but later Decame Indisposed and 4id not
nttend the performance Her son and
daughter went, and were both burned to
death. Mrm. GStoddard returned 1o her
home this afternoon, taking with her the
bodies of her children,

Crowds Besiege Morgues.

From early In the morning until late to-
night crowds besieged the undertaking
rooms and hospitale looking for dead and
injured. Policemen were detalled at al)
places where the desd and Injured had
been carried to restruln the anxious men
and women who pressed In at the door-
ways and Inguired for lost friends and
relatives.

in all the undertaking-rooms bodies were
placed as far as possible on cots. and
when these were cxhaustied stretched In
long linte on the floor, and a constant suc-
cesabon of pale-faced men and tearful
women passed slowly between the bodies
lifticg the coverings from the charred and
brulsed faces. and searching in the cloth-
ing of the dead for something by which
thel: loat ones comid be recognized In
many instancss women fainted when Uf-
ing the aheel from some face In which
they recogunised the fealures of a dead
child

While the crowds of anxious seekers for
news besleged the &fferent morgues, the
telegraph and ipng-distunce telephons off-
cés were almos: swamped with the flaad
of luquiring mesages. Messenger boys
for the telegraph companies were
swamped with messapea il day, and to.
night e terrific rush of business was
still on. Privale wires of the Stock Ex-
change and Board of Trade houses were
likewise loaded down with ioquirfes and
AnSWYrS.

TELEPHONES SORELY TAXED.

Every Avaliable Operator Is Work-
ing, but Rush Is Toc Great.
CHICAGO, Dec. BL—Chicago's tilephone
service has never before been put to wuch
n test ma from 4 o'clock yesterday after-
noon until { o'clock this afternoon. Every
avallable operator wis pressed Into sarv-
foe, and for hours It was impossfhle to ob-

Coroner’s office all day, and begyed that
arTungements bo made so they could view
the bodles without delay. The applicants
were promptly furnished with permits,
which they showed to the police, and
which admitted them to any bospital or
morgue.

8tx bushe! bhaskets of valuables and
trinkets of various descriptions were gath-
erad In the thester by policemen and fire-
men and turned over (o the Coroner,
Among these were fully a dozen watches,
and in every case the watch had stopped
at 350, The fire marted adbout 3:15

CITY WILL SPARE NO EXPENSE

Everything Possible Will Be Done to
Ald in ldentification of Dead.
CHICAGO, Dec. 11.—Clinton C. Meeker,
a clerk In the registry department of the
PostofMcs, Hving In the suburd of Irving
Park, has probably lost In the fire his en-
tire family, consiating of his wife, two

daughters and two sons.

A friend ed Mr. Meeker on the tels-
phone at 4 g'tlock In the afternoon and
asked him If any of his family had gone
to the theater. He answered that =o far
as ho knew mone of them had left the
home. When he reached the house, how.
ever, he found oniy his mother-in-law
1here.

“Where are Mabel
he asked.

“They have gone to the Iroquols The-
ater,” was the reply.

“I dropped right down on my knoes ™
sald Mr. Meeker, “snd prayed that
might sparo them.” .

Today Mr. Meeker had partially identl.
fiad the bodies of his wife and two daugh-
tera, He falled to find any trace of his
Lwo SOl

1t was & cause of wonder to many pet-
ple aréund the thester bullding how =0
many physicians and so many tralned
nurses could arrive on the spot within
so short & tme Dr, Herman Spaldicg.
senior official in the City Health Depart-
ment &t the time the fire - brogs oul,
made all the arrangements for medicad
attendance.

“I telephoned to all the physicians In
the downtown district,” be sald, “and
then to hospitals, nurse assoclations and
schools for persons to aasist in the care
of the Injured. Employes telephoned o
all the principal office bulldings and told
the opordtors at the switchboards 10 no-
tify every phyaician In the buliding, while
others telepboned 10 the nurses There
were over 100 physlciang whom 1 par-
sonslly knew at the fre, mnd probably
150 nurses.'’ .

Mayor Harrison was on hils way te the
South for a bunting trip, and Controller
WeGann was acting Mayor. The fnance
commlittes of the City Councll wes in
sassion when the extent of ihe disasier
became known at the Clty Hall Mr, Meo-
Gunn was authorized by Chalrman Mayor,
of the committes, to dlrect the Fire Marc-
ghnl, the Chlef of Pulice and the Com-
mission of Public Works to proceed In the
smergency without auy restriction of any
kingd as Lo expenses,

All the merabers of a party conalsting
of Mrs. Lucy Garn, ber two childven—
Frank, 10 yvears old, and Willle, & years
old—Harréet Wolfe, 10 yvars old, daughter
of Ludwilg Wolte, n millionalre business
min, and Miss Burke, s dressmalier, are
dead. Mr. Wolfe's entre family searched
all might through the hospltals and
morgues, and today found the bodles of
the missing ones.

Graeme Btewarl, Hepublicsm National
committeeman from Ulinols, speht the en- |
{ire night hunting for Mrs. F. M. Fox, of
Winnetka, JiL, and bher three children.
Are. Fox is the daughter of Willlam Hoyt,
who was president of the Willlam Hoyt
Grocery Company, one of the wealthlest
concerns of the kind in the Westl, Mrs
Fox was taken home, but none of the chil-
dren was found. Mr. Btewart sald the
handkerchief of Hoyt Fox, 12 years ofd.
had bLeen feund in the pocket of a sult
up the body of m boy at Holston's
morgue. There is no doubt that it s the
boy, mithough the features cannol be
Identified.

There was a pathetie scene at Rolston’s
morgue when the body of John Vaningen,
15 yeass old, of Kenoshs, Wis,, was lden-
tifledl. Friends of the Vaningen family
had spent many hours searching ut the
requéest of Mr. and Mrs. Vaningen., who
ware infured. Today four of the Vaningen
children who are belleved o huve por-
lehed fn the fire had not been accolinted
for. They are: Grace, £ years old; Dotty,
b years old, Mary, i3, and Edward 20
years ohd

One of the saddest of the many scenes
enacied in the Thompeon restaurant. lear
the theater, where many of the dosd and
Injured were taken immediately aftor the
fire, was the scarch of & body of pricss
nnd puns, headed by the Rev. J. ‘L. Hol-
linger, of Ontonagon, Mich., for Kdith
Horton and her sister, young girle, whqg,
in company with one of the convent als-
ters, bad atiended the performance. The

nnd the children?”

reslaurant, many of the nuns breaking
down and weeping bitterly at the sight
The other Meortan girl and the sister who

accompanied them were not found

TOO FRIGHTENED TO MOVE.
|

Two Children Show Great Presence

body of Bdith Horton was found in the |

Mayor Will Station Fire-

men in Theaters.

THEY MUST FOOT THE BILLS

Refusal Will Cause Closing
of the Playhouse.

ORDINANCE HAS BEEN INVADED

Chicago Executive Iz Petitioned to
Shut Up All the Centers of
Amusement, but Deems
This Unreasonable.

CHICAGO, Dee. 31.—The agtioh of a
committee of prominent architects of Chl-
eago today may resull in = recommenda-
tion to Mayor Huarrinon to close évery
theater In Chleago until the exits and the
construction have boen examined. This
idea was suggested to President Beau-
mont, of the Chicago Architects” Assocle-
tion, todsy by W. A. Pridmore, an archi-
tect who lost someé relutives in the fire.
President Beaumont personally refused to
make the recommendation to Mayoer Har-
rison, but called an Informal meeting of
the assoclation at which It was declded
that & larger gathegiog of the members
would be held to take action. Mayor Har-
rison said ronight:

1l see no more resson for clming all
the theaters than for stopping all raflroad
trains After & disaster. There Is no ne-
cespity of becoming hysterical about this
matter, although this horrible disaster
has taken place In probably the safest
theater In Chicago.”

The Mayor tonight sent the following
letler to all theatrical propristoms In Chi-
CAgOo:

“November 3. this year, I transmitted
to the Clity Council a report on the the-
ators of Chicago, valiing attention of the
Couneil to the fallure of all the theaters
to comply fully with tha terms of the
bufiding ordinances relative to places of
amusement. The Council sent the com-
munication to the commities on judiclary
for conslderztiion, and, pending a report
from that commlittee, directed the Com-
missloner of Bulldings to suspend ¢nforce-
ment of the ordinance.

Firemen Assigned to Theaters.

“The clty ordinance, among other
things, regulres each theater to employ
& flreman, to be approved by the Chief
of the Fire Department, to look after the
Are protection of the house. I am ad-
viied by the Chicf that several theatgra
bave refused to comply with this provision
of the ordinanoces.

“In view of the terrfble disaster at the
Iroquols Theater, and pending actlon of
the City Council. 1 have directed the
Chiet of the Fire Department to assign
one regular member of the department
to each theater not complying with the
ordinance relating to the employment of
a freman The firemen now employed by
ihe theaters should be assigned to the
front of the bouse, while the fireman as-
signed by the Chisf should be assigned to
the singe.

*1 have fTurther directed the Chief, In
cases where the ordinance has not been
obeyed, to assign two regular firemen o
the duty of protecting the public agminst
fre. The wages of these fremen will be
billed direct to the theaters (o which they
are assigned, and the service will be con-
tinged until the Councll has finally acted
on the ordinance.”

After dispatching this letter, the Mayor
sakd:

“If any one of the thsatrical managers
refuses 1o pay the wages of these men,
os several of theéem have refused In the
past, I will close the doots of the theaters
and keop them closed until they agree to
act s they should."

JURY INSPECTS THE THEATER

Opinien ls Freely Expressed That
Protection Was Inadequate.
CHICAGO, Dee. 11—Coruner Trager
tonight took a jury of six business men,

of Mind and Easily Escape.

| CHICAGO, Dec. L—8ome of the most |

remarkable incidents of the fire were not
known untll woday. F. L. Donaldson, a
| loop chief for the Waoatern Unlon Tele-
graph Company. handled a long telegraph
story of ihe fire d 18 harvest of death,
unaware that hi= own wife was among the
missing. “When he went home and found
that she had gone to the theater, he bur-
riedly returnod and search for
through the morgues and in 1he hospitals,
but today had not found the lenst trace
of the missing woman

Among the first persons (0 escCape were
Jaseph Oraham and Derothy Bour, two
children, They were in the parguette, 15
| rows from the stake.

~1 saw the scenery caich fire on the
lower left-hand side of the stag®® said
the boy. ' “Eddie Foy came to the fromt
and told us 1o it still, but we declded we
{eould get out and right away. Four
l fainted mear me, and nearly all

women
the others ssemed daged and just st still
| We got up and kicked the door open. I
think a lot of 1he others could have come,
too, if they had not been so scared. We
stood outside until they brought a dead
man out, and ther we went home.”

A Hst of descriptions of unidentified
girls was compiled today In the ofice of
Chief of Police O'Nelll. The ages of the
victims mnged fram % years to 22 The
number of unidentified dead girls on the
list was 1. For scveral of the girls the
sole, mvans Of identification given was
the eolor of bits of shoe lasces, and that
generally mentioned was “hlack.’” Others
are scheduled as “burned bevond descrip-
tdon. No age”™

Finds Child Dead and Wife Miesing.

CHICAGO, Dec. 31 —Herry Wunderiich.
representing & well-known piano house aof
this city, today recovered the body of his
daughter, Holen, aged 7. nt the county
morgue. The mother of the lititle girl
Mrs. Pearl Wunderlich, 35 years of age.
und the latter's father are still missing.
They were separated from the chiid in the
termible crush.

The ofices of the board of education
{*wrere closed today until Menday. The
blow fell with particular force of the
official staff of the hoard.

har |

empancled to Investignte the fire at the
Iroquols Theater, In which about 600 per-
sons were klllad, 10 examine the theater,
The jury had spent the day In visiting
morgues to see the corpses, On arriving
| at the theater, the jury first went to the

stage. and Deputy Coroner Buckley
pointed out the wspot where the fire
started. The sests in the first 10 rows

|
| on the first floor were burmed. but back
of that the crchestra chhlrs were in good
condition. In oms comer of the siage
ywas a plis of brass spears and armor
use! In the production of “Mr. Blue

Beard,” All that was visible of the 189

pleces of scenery used In the extrava-

gunza was small piles of ashes where the
| scenery had dropped and burned on the
| stage. The steel frames of the arc lights,
| one of which 8 said to have caused the
catastrophe, were plied in confusion near
the front of the stage.

The Jjury asked Coroner Trager re-
garding the asbestos curtain that caught
' when an attempt was made to lower It
| The members of the jury, while engaged
Iln inspecting the silage, [requently re-
| marked that the protaction against the
fire seemod to them to have been Inade-
quate. The jurymen then climbed the
stalrway leading o the flrst baloony.
Here the plush covering of the seals was
found to be burned on every seat. An In-
spection was made of the exits leading to
the fire escupe at the north end of the
r butiding.

“These doors are much too amall; they
should have been thres times as large,”
sald Juror Finn

The lron doors were closed and locked,
and It was then scen that the inner doors
were so.close to the steel shutters that
they could not be opensd when Lhe shut-
ters were fastened. This exit Is not suffi-
clently high for & man te walk through
without stooping, and when the juroms
lewrned this fact by personal experience
there was much comment among them.
The jurymen then ascended to the top
gallery, where the greatest loas of Iife
oocprred. 3

Coroner Trager polntasd to the balecony
rall, which was bent In several places,

New York Dental Pariors
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and showed that a number of spectators
had jumped through these openings to the
lower floot. An Inspection was then mude
of the exits jeading to the Hre escapes,
and the jurors were told that the bodles of
the dead were plled 10 feet high In fromt
of thesa doors when the police reached the
theater.

“If thess doors wers locked somebopdy
was coriminally snegligent,” sald Juror
Finn.

*“These exits are too small, anyway,”
sald Juror Meyer, as he measured the
doors ) ing to the fre escapes.

At 1 conclusfon of the Inspection of
the theater it was declded to continue the
inquest untll pext Thursday.

UNSCREWED DOOR TO SAVE.
Rallroad Man Assists Greatly in Res-
cue of the Performers.

CHICAGO, Dec. IL—Flags were placed
at half-mnast ail over the city today,

Mayor Harrison setting the example at
the City Hall
Omne of the heroes of the fire was Peter

Fe system, who asulsted In siving the
{ives of 1% or more of the performers from
a fats as horrible as the victims of the
theater proper. Wedged so tightly in a
crowd at the door of the stage entrance
that they“could not move, the women,
men and children., compdeing the company
of performers, were standing helplesaly
and with agonised looks on thelr faces.
The stuge door was closed.

“The madksive stage door of the Irc-
quols,” sald Mr. Quinn today, "l like
many olbhers of lis kind. The two maln
swinging doors are used when scanery is
taken to or from the theater, and built in
the swinging atructure liself is a small
trap door wsed by ths players in jsaving
or entering the stage. This trap door
opened Inwardly. As I passed it 1 heard
a commotion and naw the door was alight-
iy open, and peering into the opening, I
curiously asked what was the trouble.
Then, for the first time, § and others who
hnd arrived outside ahout the same time,
learned that he theater was on fre.

The players who had rushed for the
trapdoor got caught in & solld mass and
ware 80 fNrmly wedgod together that they
could not move. They were banked sol-
idly agalnst the little doorway, that could
not be opened. Neuarly all the playera
word In thelr stage costumes, and the
women had not even time to wash the
palnt from thelr faces, We tried to fores
the door open, but the crowd was banied
up too tightly against It. Then came a
volume of smoke, and far In the rear of
the crowd we could s¢e the [Huminaticn
from the flames. 1 had a number of
small tools in my pocket, and Imme-
diately proceeded to remove the metal at-
tachments which held the door In place.

‘This was occomplished with some difi-

culty, and then we managed to foreg the
crowd back, probably an inch, the doon
then dropped from its place, and one by
one the imprisoned players were assisted
into the alley. 1 waliked In upon the stage
and found It a secthing fumace. The
players had been rescued just In time*

Employes of the theater place the ter-
rible lops of life to.the “jamming’’ of tha
asbestos curtain. At every performance
of the show the asbestos curtain has been
raised and lowored. It has always run
smoothly. according to the employes. it
was so arranged that should one of the
cables holding It bresk, the eurtaln would
descend by It= own welght. The ashéston
curtain waa held by four stesl cables
it slid up and down on and was gulded
by two others, one on each =lde. These
four cables extonded nbove the gridiron,
ihe framework which supported the tackie
by which the scenery Iv ralsed and low-
ered to the sidewalk. There they were
attached to & large steel plate. To the
steel plate was attached a manils rope.
This tope led down to the stage and
around & block. It then led aloft and
ran through five other blocks and pulleya
On the side golng up the counter-welghta
were attached, on which there were
enough to make lezz than an absolute
balance for the curtain. The asbeston cur-
tiln was a0 heavy that if releassad It
would come down of Its own accord.

All the employes deny there has been
any previous fire In the bouse. The em-
ployes also deny that any of the doors to
exits wers locked,

Charles Dexter. of the Boston Base-
ball Club, and Frank Houseman, the old
Chicago second baseman, with their
familles, oecupled a box. Both declare
that but for the presence of mind of
Eddis Foy the death roll would have
been doubled. When the panic began
Dexter and Housoman each made for
and manned a door leading into the
alley, on the north side of the theater.
The pe=ople from the balconles had al-
ready commenced jumping to the
ground floor when Houseman and Dex-
ter forced open their doors end they
were compelied to lift away the maimed
and the dead In order to' permit of ex-
Its from the ground floor, Houseman,
having escorted his purty out, took a
position at his door and kept it from
choking wup by assisting peopie
through. Finally, foreed away by the
flames, Houseman got into the alley
just in time to hear the agonized wvolce
of o woman from a window In an
upper gallery shrieking, “Catch me”
A5 the woman screamed she jumped,
and Houseman, catching hef hrake her
fall to the ground ana she walked
away vainjured

“Well-Known Athlete Perishes.

ET. LOUIS, Dec. N.—Harry Klejoy, ra-
ported- amang the killed at Chicago, was
well known as a foothall player and all-
around athlete. He jeft 8t. Louls jast
Wednesday with the World's Falr hockey
tewmn for Houghton, Mich.,, where they
pinyed several games,

Hawailan Judge Among Mourners.

HONOLULU, Dec. 31.—Judge Owens, of
has received word that his

Ay,
lves in the theater fire in Chicagn yes-
terday. .

Prominent Ciubwoman Injured.

DECATUR, IiL, Dec. IL—Mmrs. Frank
Leavenworth, prominent in women's clab
work, and an accomplizhed WOmAn, Was

uunym:lmmmmm
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& King

YEAR,

5th and Washington

tury’s existence. For this we extend our most
heartfelt; cordial thanks to our great public. We
have endeavored tq deserve our increased patronage
and support and shall more than ever strive to merit a continuance of the
public’s favor. With thanks again and best wishes for A HAPPY NEW
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This great “Old Homestead” Store takes this opportuntty of
"WISHING ITS GRAND PUBLIC
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR

May it be indeed a happy, healthy and more than ever prosperous twelve-
: month for you and yours. May the happiness and joy of 1903 be trebled
by that of 1904, and its sorrows lessened in even greater degree. The
year now past has brought to this store greater growth and prosperity
than any in all of its more than quarter of a cen-
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LAWS NOT ALL KEPT

Iroquois Failed to Comply
With Two Ordinances.

ALDERMEN MAKE INSPECTION

Direct Fire Alarm and Automatic
Sprinklers Lacking, and® City
Father Insinuates Many Exits
Existed Only on Paper.

CHICAGO, Dwee. f1.—Although the Iro-
quols Theater was as safe as any theater
in Chicago, it became evident today that
the coity bullding department bhad not
strictly enforced one or two sections of
the bullding ordinances.

Wilism Curran, & building inspector,
was In the thester only a fow moments
Yefore the catastrophe, and went away
saying that everything was in good condl-
tion. He reported thiz fact to Deputy
Bulliding Commissloner Btanhope. The
Deputy Commisstiner this morning, In
company with Inspactors Laughlin, Lense
and Dalton, went te the theater to make
an inspection. On his return to the City
Hall ho sald:

“The theater and its mansgement were
striotly within the law. T shall not go
into details until I have completed my re-
port.”

Section 155 of the local bullding ordinance
provides that in bulldings of the cluss to
which the Iroquols Theater belongs there
ghall be & system of automatic sprinklers,

There were no sprinklers In the Iroquols
Theater, and Mr. Btanhope, when this was
called to his attention, said:

‘“There was no sprinkler system in the
theater, but the provislon about the fron
doors made it unnecessary for the theatler
to have them."

Direst Fire Afarm Lacking.

Boctlon 18 of the ondinance provides
that theaters be eguipped with fire alarms
connoctad with the city fire alarm sys-
tem. Mr. Bmnhope sald: “The Iroquols
has fire alurm connections. I did not see
the box, but that ls my Information.”

City Electriclan Hyland sald: “The Iro-
guols had no fire alarm connection with
the city alarm system. No spplication =
on file for any such connection.”

The alarm of fire was turned In from a
box more than half a block from the
theater.

The law provides that there shall be a
ventilating shaft at the rear end of the
stage to conduct flames and smoke AwWey
from the auditorium in just such emer-
gencles s arose yesterday. The lIroquois
possassed no such ventiinting shaft.

Aldermen Inspect the Theater.

Twelve Aldermen todny Inspected the
theater and returned to the Clty Hall and
called on the bullding department. They
asked to gee the plans of the theater and
Mr. Stanhope produced them,

“How shout sprinklers?™’ démanded Al-
derman Jones.

*The way the theater lp bullt they can
Be left out” Mr. Stanhope replied. “And,
anyhow, the flames spread so rapldly that
no sprinkler system would have avalled
anything."

Alderman Jones then remarked that the
ordinnnece required ail exits to be marked.

“That will be locokad into,” Mr., Btan-
hope sald. “HBemember, however, that the
lights were out, and that many of the
poople were killéd In thetr seats.”

Polnting to the diagram of the theater,
Alfiérman Herman sald:

“Here |8 a passageway on the south side
of the first balcony which looks as though
it led to a stalreay. But in the darkness
psople scrambiling through It were caught
like rats In & trap. They could not get
out elther way. The confusion of exits
was such that no one could find his way
in the daric 12 these things are regarded
an exits, 1 do mot know what constitufes
a0 exit that would be of any use.’

Mr. Stanhope told the Aldermen that he

bad made an inspection of the bullding
apd that structurally it was good.
Plenty of Exits on Paper.

“You cannot convimee me'' declared
Alderman Herman, “if you tilk for a
hundred years, that people could get out |
of that place, 1 do not care what they
cull the exits, they did not work: there
were nut enough of them open, und the
people could not get out. Thene plana
show aisies at the end of the first floor,
but we were over there and saw the seats
run bang up uzainst the ralling, jeaving
no afsle at all. Now what I want €0
know lIs, did these people In building this |
theater live up to the plans they submit-
ted to the city bullding department? Hore |
there peemed to be ampie exils on paper, .
but & number of friends of mine got badly .
scorched, Just the same.’

*On the first foor they got out,’” sald}
Mr. Stanhope.

My friends were on the frst floor, but
they recelved burns on thelr backs, just
the same,” Alderman Herman rejoined

Alderman Friestedt declared that In
the second balcony ther: was not suffl-
clent room when the peata were down o
allow any one to walk between them. |

Alderman Scully and AlMerman Conery
tonk from the floor of the stage blts of |
curtaln, none of which was larger than |
the palm of & hand, to the store of an
asbestos company. The bits wete rhown
{0 be of asbestes, slthough the examiners '
pronounced It of a low grade. |

“They wanted a cheap curtain, and they |
got I, an Incautious clerk remarked. He |
was inftantly hushed up by one of "t“’.
members of the company, who added that |
they did not wish to discuss the matier,
inasmuch as they had bid on supplying
ihe curtain to the theater and thelr bid
had been rejected for 4 lower one,

PRIESTS ADMINISTER TO DEAD

General Absolution Is Given to
Catholics by High Prelates.
CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—When the Rev. F.
O'Brien, of the Heoly Name Cathedral
jeamned of the fire he hurried to the old
Tremont House, now converted lnto the
Northwestern University Law School,
into which many victims had besn taken,
to sdminister the last sacrament to mem-
bers of the Catholio Church. He was fol-
Jowed by Bishop Muldoon, the highest
Catholic prelate next to Archbishop Quig-
ley. In the dlocese of Chicago. Finding
that they were unsble to attend the great
numpoer beilng orought in, Bishop Muldoon
announced that he would give a general
absolution to all Catnolics among the vie-
Tl

During the brisf moments that the two
priests, with uplifted hands, hesgught
God to pardon all the fralities of his dy-
ing servants, the podr mangled men and
women who lay in dosens om the foor
seemed to realize that they were face to
face with the last scene In thelr lves.

Many, though crazed with paln, ceased
to moan and fastaned thelr fast-dimming
eyes on the two priests

After the absolutfon was given, some of
them, barely able % move, feebly
stretched out their hands imploringly to
the priests for one handclasp and one
word of sympathy before they passed
AWRY. -

By clergymen administered absolution,
remaining untll the dead were removed
to the morgue amd the Injured to the vari-
ous hospltsis.

Over one girl :n Thompson's restaurant
two doctorm labored for one hour. Theay
Jogsened her dreas, and two of them
waved hor arms over her head and slow-
Iy lowered them again In an attempt to
induce artificlal respiration. Every mo-
ment or two ona of them listsned with his
stethoscope for her heartbeats There
was not & sign of a burn on her, Bhe
could not have been more than 1§ years
oM, and when they forced her oyelids
apart her brown eyes ‘were yot bright.

“Bhe Is too perfect & creature to give
up,” siald one doctor. Btimulant after
stimulant was tried, and last of all nitro-

glycerine, but proved useless, and I the |

end the doctors gave up.

Not far away & nurme and two doctors
labored over a boy. After ten minutes
he opened his eyes.

“Watch'er doin’' to me?™ he questioned,

“Taking care of you,” sald the dector.
“Tell us your pame’

“J afn't go'n” o have any one tellin’

;om- Liver

Hood’s Pills

Sold 1y all drugglsia. 35 cents,
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“Happy
New Year”

A Musical

Greeting
We

E

bid the old year adien with
thankful hearts for the proa-
perity it accondad us and in
the knowladge of the com-
Fh:u\ fulfiiiment of every ob-
igation to our customers.

We &

eet the new year full of

ncpe for lis poessibilities and
with the full determination
ta Inoculate into our business
that meoral responsibility

which Insures & clean, honest
administration and a
3 for the rights of others

Jwt—"—.'m-ﬁ - OB eetesesed
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Allen & Gilbert-Ramaker Co.

Oildest, Largest, Strongest
COR. SIXTH and MORRISON STS.
Opposite Postoffice

|my mother about this of me. I'm =il
‘right, I am. It was a fire.
| it was."™

All |

That's what

“I'm the most grateful man in all Chi-
cago,'" sald John A. Thompson, who owns
tha restauraat. “My sister was In the
theater with two children, aged.d and 7.
8he almost got to the door with both of
them when Ruth, one of them,
peared. My sister told me she knew that
the child must be safe, but | ran around
lika a maniac for an hour befere 1 found
her, How |t happened | do not know, but
she ran back into the theater and out
under the stage through the atage on-
trance.”

Bpeaks for Germany.

WABHINGTON, Dec. IL—Baron von
Sternberg, German Ambassador, mlled on

| Acting Becretary of Stute Loomis today
| to offer the sincere condolence of his gov-
! ernment for the catastrophe which befell

] cago.

|

|
|

the American people In the fire at Chi-

An Object Leszon to Berlin.

BERLIN, Dec. 51.—The evening papers
express horror and sympathy over the
Chicego catastrophe. The Fire Depart-
ment bere anncunses that it will imme-
dlately moke a fresh study of tha local
thenters.

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

The Kind You Have Always Bought

o 2 (B T o
Tutt’s Pills
Cure All
Liver llls,

Arrest :
disease by the timely use of
Tutt’s Liver Pills, an old and
favorite remedy of increasing
popularity. Always cures
SICK HEADACHE,
sour stomach, malaria, indiges-
tion, torpid liver, constipation
and all bilious diseases.
TUTT'S Liver PILLS




