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SEEK WIN
Many People Are Rush-

ing to Chicago.

GO BY EVERY TRAIN

Numerous Cities Feel

the Calamity.

QREATTHRONGSATMORGUE

Not a Few Search All Day to
Give Up Broken-Hearte- d.

IDENTIFICATION IS DIFFICULT

Trinkets on the Charred and Disfig-
ured- Bodies Have to Be Relied

On In the Main-Wi- res Are
Swamped With Business.

WHAT JUKY WANTS TO KNOW.
CHICAGO, Dec. 31. A few of the

Questions to which the Jury will en
deavor to obtain satisfactory answers
at the Inquest are:

Were the steel doors leading to the
fire escapes on the first and second
balconies locked "when the Are broke
out? If they were locked, were they
opened promptly by the attendants?
Why was It Impossible to lower the as-

bestos curtain? Why did the manage-
ment permit the use of arc lights in
the flies with no device to prevent car-
bon eparks from Igniting the borders
of the scenery and the curtain? Why
did the ushers, as alleged, shut all the
doors and urge the audience to remain
seated after the Are broke out. Instead
of doing everything possible to empty
the house?

CHICAGO. Dec 3L On every train which
arrived in Chicago today came relatives
Df persons who are thought to have been
killed or injured in the Are. The lobbies
of the down-tow-n hotels were scenes of
many happy 'meetings, ks we'll' as of
anxious Inquiries on the, part of ,tbe
fatners, mothers, and. more distant rela
lives of persons of whom no trace could
be found. Many .of. these people returned
to the hotels late in the evening, after
either a fruitless search for their loved
ones or after finding In a charred and dls
figured body lying in a morgue all that
remained of the relative or friend' for
whom they .searched.

Unable to Find Loved Ones.
P. A. Freer, postmaster of Galesburg,

I1L, arrived today in response to a tele-
gram saying his wife and daughter were
among the missing. Mrs. Freer and Miss
Freer came to Chicago Wednesday mom
Ing expressly to attend the play at the
Iroquois Theater. Since their arrival In
Chicago Mr. Freer has had no news of
them. Today Mr. Freer made inquiries of
the police and spent hours examining
bodies in morgues. Many of the .corpses
bore turesemblance to his wife and daugh
ter, and many more were clothed in
dres3es similar to those for which he was
looiung;- - Dut, alter investigating every
clew and examining everybody in every
morgue he returned to a hotel tonight
heartbroken and In despair of finding his
family.

Mrs. B. L. Stoddard, of Mononk. 111.,

lay all morning at a hotel In a semi-co- n

Bclous condition, grieving over the loss of
her daughter Zudel and her son Donald.
Mrs. Stoddard purchased tickets for her
self, daughter and son for the matinee,
but later became, indisposed and did not
attend the performance. Her son . and
daughter went, and were both burned to
death. Mrs. Stoddard returned to her
home this afternoon, taking with her the
bodies of her children.

Crowds Besiege Morgue's.
From early in the morning until late to-

night crowds besieged the undertaking
rooms and hospitals looking for dead and
injured. Policemen were detailed at all
places where the dead and injured had
been carried to restrain the anxious men
and women who pressed in at the door
ways and inquired for lost friends and
relatives.

In all the undertaking-room- s bodies were
placed as far as possible on cots, and
when these were exhausted, stretched in
long lines on the .floor, and a constant sue
cession of pale-face- d men and tearful
women passed slowly between the bodies.
lifting the coverings from the charred and
bruised faces, and searching in the cloth
ing of the dead for something by which
their lost ones could he recognized. In
many instances women fainted when lift-

ing tfrc sheet from some face In which
they recognized the features of a dead
child.

While the crowds of anxious seekers for
news besieged the different morgues, the
telegraph and telephone offi
ces were almost swamped with the flood
of inquiring messages. Messenger boys
for the telegraph companies were
swamped with messages all day, and to
night the terrific rush of business was
still on. Private wires of the Stock Ex
change and Board of Trade houses were
likewise loaded down with inquiries and
answers.

TELEPHONES SORELY TAXED.

Every Available Operator Is Work
ing, but Rush Is Too Great.

CHICAGO. Dec. 3L Chicago's telephone
service has never before been put to such
a test as from 4 o'clock .yesterday after
noon until 4 o'clock this afternoon. Every
available operator was pressed Into serv-
ice, and for hours it was Impossible to ob- -

tain, connections with Some of the Ou-

tlying exchanges.
Coroner Trager and his assistants did

all In their power to supply information
concerning the dead and" wounded, hut
five times the number of available men in
the Coroner's office could not have accom-
plished the task. Crowds besieged the
Coroner's office all day, and begged that
arrangements be made so they could view"

the bodies without delay. The applicants
were promptly furnished with permits,
which they showed to the pplice, and
which admitted them to any hospital or

"morgue.
Btx bushel baskets of valuables . and

trinkets of various descriptions were gath-

ered in the theater by policemen and fire-

men and turned over to the Coroner.
Among these were fully a dozen watches,
and in every case the watch had stopped
at 3:50.. The fire started about 305.

CITY WILL SPARE NO EXPENSE

Everything Possible Will Be Done to
Aid in Identification of Dead.

CHICAGO, Dec, 31. Clinton C. Meeker,
a clerk In the registry department of the
Postofflce, living In the suburb of Irving
Park, has probably lost In the fire his en
tire family, consisting of his wife, two
daughters and two sons.

A friend called Mr. Meeker on the tele
phone at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and
asked him if any of his family had gone
to the theater. He answered that so far
as he knew none of them had left the
home. When he reached the house, how
ever, he found only his mother-in-la- w

there.
Where are Mabel and the children?

he asked.
They have gone to the Iroquois The

ater," was the reply.
I dropped right down on my knoes.

said Mr. Meeker, "and prayed that God
might spare them."

Today Mr. Meeker had. partially Identl.
fied the bodies of his wife and two daugh
ters. He failed to find any trace of his
two sons.

It was a cause of wonder to many peo
ple around the theater building how so
many physicians and so many trained
nurses could arrive on the spot witnin
so short a time. Dr. Herman Spalding,
senior official In the City Health Depart
ment at the time the fire .broKe out.
made all the arrangements for medical
attendance.

'I telephoned to all the physicians In
the downtown district." he said, "ana
then to hospitals, nurse associations and
schools for persons to assist In the care
of the injured. Employes telephoned to
all the principal office buildings and told
the operators at the switchboards to no-

tify every physician In the building, while
others telephoned to the nurses, mere
were over 100 physicians whom I per- -
onally knew at the fire, and probably

150 nurses."
Mayor Harrison was on his way to the

South for a hunting trip, and Controller
McGann was acting Mayor. The finance
committee of the City Council was in
session when the extent of the disaster
became known at the City Hall. Mr. mc
Gann was authorized by Chairman Mayor,
of the committee, to direct the Fire Mar
shal. the Chief of Police and the Com
mission of Public Works to proceed In the
emergency without any restriction of any
kind as to expenses.

All the members of a party consisting
of Mrs. Lucy Gam, her two children- -

Frank, 10 years old, and Willie, 6 years
old Harriet Wolfe, 10 years old, daughter
of Ludwig Wolfe, a millionaire business
man, and Miss Burke, a dressmaker, are
dead. Mr. Wolfe s entire family searched
all night 'through the hospitals and
morgues, and today found the' bodies of
the missing ones.

Graeme Stewart. Republican National
cnmmlttAPmnn from Illinois, sweht the en
tire night hunting- for Mr. F. M. Fox, of!
Winnetka, 111., and her three children.
Mrs. Fox is the daughter of William Hoyt,
who' was president of the William Hoyt
Grocery Company, one or the wealthiest
concerns of the kind In the West. Mrs.
Fox was taken home, but none of the chll
dren was found. Mr. Stewart said the
handkerchief of Hoyt Fox, 12 years old
had been found In the pocket of a suit
upon the body of a boy at Jttoistons
morgue. There Is no doubt that it is the
bov. although the features cannot be
Identified.

There was a pathetic scene at Rolston'i
morgue when the body of John Vaningen
18 years old, of Kenosha, wu was Iden
tlfied. Friends of the Vaningen family
had spent many hours searching at the
request of Mr. and Mrs. Vaningen, who
were Injured. Today four of the Vanlnge
children who are believed to have per
lshed in tho fire had not been accounted
for. They arc: Grace, 2 years old; Dotty.
5" years old; Mars'. 13. and Edward,
years old.

One of the saddest of the many scenes
enacted In the Thompson restaurant, near
the theater, where many of the dead and
Injured were taken Immediately after the
fire, was the search of a body of priests
and nuns, headed- - by the Rev. J. L. Hoi
linger, of Ontonagon, Mich., for Edith
Horton and her sister, young girls, whq
in company witn one oi ine convent sis
ters, had attended the performance. The
body of Edith Horton was found In the
restaurant, many of the nuns breaking
down and weeping bitterly at the sight
The other Horton girl and the sister who
accompanied them were not found.

TOO FRIGHTENED TO MOVE.

Two Children Show Great Presence
of Mind and Easily Escape.

CHICAGO, Dec 3L Some of the most
remarkable Incidents of the fire were not
known until today. F. I Donaldson,
loop chief for, the Western Union Tele
graph Company, handled a long telegraph
story of the fire and Its harvest of death
unaware that his own wife was among the
missing. When he went home and found
that she had gone to the theater, he hur
riedly returned and searched for her
through the morgues and In the hospitals,
but today had not found the least trace
of the missing woman.

Among the first persons to escape were
Joseph Graharn and Dorothy Bour, two
children. They were In the parquette,
rows from the stage.

'I saw the scenery ca.tch fire ..on the
lower left-han- d side of the stage?' said
the boy." "Eddie Foy came to the front
and told us to sit still, but we decided we
could get out and right away. Four
women fainted near me, and nearly all
the others seemed dazed and just sat still.
We got up and kicked the door open. I
think a lot of the others could have come,
too, If they had not been so scared. We
stood outside until they brought a dead
aian out. and then we went home."

A list of descriptions of unidentified
girls was compiled today In the office of
Chief of Police O'Neill. The ages of the
victims ranged from 9. years to 20. The
number of unidentified dead girls on the
list was 57. For several of the girls the
sole, means bf identification given was
the color of bits of shoe laces, and that
generally mentioned was ""black." Others
are scheduled as "burned beyond descrip-
tion. No age."

Finds Child Dead and Wife Missing.
CHICAGO, Dec. 31. Harry Wunderllch.

representing a n piano house of
this city, today recovered the body of his
daughter, Helen, aged 7, at the county
morgue. The mother of the little glrL
Mrs. Pearl Wunderllch, 35 years of ago.
and the latter's father aro still missing.
They were separated from the child in tho
terrible crush.

The offices of the board of education
--were closed today until Monday. The
blow fell with particular force on the
official staff of the board. v

RED EYES AND EYELIDS.
Granulated Eyelids and Other Eye troubles
cured by Murine Eye Remedy; it don't
smart. Sold by all druggists.
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IKE LIFE IE
Mayor Will Station Fire

men in Theaters,

THEY MUST FOOT THE BILLS

Refusal Will Cause Closing
of the Playhouse."

ORDINANCE HAS BEEN INVADED

Chicago Executive Is Petitioned to
Shut Up All the Centers of

Amusement, but Deems
v This Unreasonable.

CHICAGO, Dec. 31. The action of a
committee of prominent architects of Chi-

cago
of

today may result In a recommenda
tion to Mayor Harrison to close every
theater In Chicago until the exits and the
construction have been examined. This
idea was suggested to President Beau
mont, of the Chicago Architects' Associa
tion, today by W. A. Prldmore, an archi-
tect who lost some relatives in the fire.
President Beaumont personally refused to
make the recommendation to Mayor Har-
rison, but called an informal meeting of
the association at which it was decided
that a larger gathering of the members
would be held to take action. Mayor Har
rison said tonight:

X see no more reason for closing all
the theaters than for stopping all railroad
trains after a disaster. There Is no ne-

cessity of becoming hysterical about this
matter, although this horrible disaster
has taken place In probably the safest
theater In Chicago."

The Mayor tonight sent the following
letter to all theatrical" proprietors In Chi-
cago:

November 2. thi3 year, I transmitted
to the City Council, a report on the the-

aters .of Chicago, calling attention of the
Council to the failure of all the theaters
to comply fully with the terms of the
building ordinances . relative to places of
amusement. The Council sent the com-

munication to .the committee on judiciary
for consideration, and pending a report
from that committee, directed the Com-

missioner of Buildings to .suspend enforce
ment of the ordinance.

Firemen Assigned to Theaters.
"The city ordinance, among other

things, requires each theater to employ
a fireman, to be approved by the Chief
of the Fire. Department, to. look after the
fire protection of the' house. I am ad- -
vifeVA bv tho Chief that several theaters
have refused to comply with this provision
of the ordinances.

'In view of, the terrible disaster at the
Iroquois Theater, and pending action of
the City Council, I haye directed tho
Chief of the Fire Department to assign
one regular member of the department
to each theater not complying with tho
ordinance relating to tho employment of
a fireman. The firemen now employed by
the theaters should be assigned to the
front of the house, while the fireman as
signed by the Chief should be assigned to
the stage.

"I have further directed the Chief; In
cases where the ordinance has not been
obeyed, to assign two regular firemen to
the duty of protecting the public against
fire. The wages of these firemen will be
billed direct to the theaters to which they
are assigned, and the service will be con-

tinued until the Council has finally acted
on the ordinance."

After dispatching this letter, the Mayor
said:

"If any one of the theatrical managers
refuses to pay the wages of these men,
as several of themhave refused In the
past, I will close the doors of the theaters
and keep them closed until they agree to
act as they should."

JURY INSPECTS THE THEATER

Opinion Is Freely Expressed That
Protection Was Inadequate.

CHICAGO, Dec. 31. Coroner Trager
tonight took a Jury of six business men,
empaneled to investigate the fire at the
Iroquois Theater, In which about 600 per-

sons were killed, to examine the theater.
The jury had spent tho day in visiting
morgues to see the corpses,. On arriving
at the theater, the 3'urV first went to the
stage, and Deputy Coroner Buckley
pointed out the spot where the fire
started. The seats In the first 10 rows
on the first flopr were burned, but back
of that the orchestra chairs were in good
condition. In one corner of the stage
was a pile of brass spears and armor
used In the production of "Mr. Blue
Beard." All that was visible of the 180

pieces of scenery used in the extrava-
ganza was small piles of ashes where the
scenery had dropped and burned on the
stage. The steel frames of the arc lights,
one of which Is' said to have caused the
catastrophe, were piled In confusion "near
the front of the stage.

The Jury asked Coroner Trager re-

garding the asbestos curtain that caught
when an attempt was made to lower it.
The members of the jury, while engaged
in inspecting the stage, frequently re-

marked that the protection against the
fire seemed to them to have been inade-
quate. The Jurymen then climbed the
stairway leading to the first balcony.
Here the. plush covering of the seats was
found to be burned on every seat. An in-

spection was made of the exits leading to
the fire escape at the north end of the

b building.
"These doors are much too small; they

should have been three times as, large,''
said Juror Finn.

The Iron doors were-close- and locked,
and it was then seen that the Inner doors
were so .close to the steel shutters that
they could not be opened when the shut-
ters were fastened. This exit is not sufll-clent- ly

high for a man to walk through,
without stooping, and when' the Jurors
learned thl3 fact by personal experience
there was much comment among them.
The jurymen then ascended to the top
gallery, where the greatest loss of life
occurred.

Coroner Trager pointed to the balcony
rail, which was bent la several places.
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and showed that a number of spectators
had Jumped through these openings to the
lower floor. An inspection was then made
of the exits leading to the fire escapes,
and the jurors were told that the bodies of
the dead were piled 10 feet high in front

these doors when the police reached the
theater.

"If these doors wera locked somebody
was criminally negligent," said Juror
Finn.

"These exits are too small, anyway,"
said Juror Meyer, as he measured the
doors leading to the fire escapes.

At the conclusion of the Inspection of
the theater it was decided to continue the
inquest until next Thursday. (

UNSCREWED DOOR TO SAVE.

Railroad Man Assists Greatly in Res-

cue of the Performers.
CHICAGO, Dec 3L Flags were placed

at half-ma- st all over the city today,
Mayor Harrison setting the example at
the City HalL

One of the heroes of the fire was Peter- -

Quinn, chief special agent of the Santa
Fe system, who assisted in saving the
lives of 100 or more of the performers from
a fate as horrible as the victims of the
theater proper. Wedged so tightly In a
crowd at the door of the stage entrance
that theyNcould not move, the women;
men and children, composing the company
of performers, were standing helplessly
and with agonized looks on their faces.
The stage door was closed.

"The massive stage door of the Iro-
quois," said Mr. Quinn today, "Is like
many others of its kind. The two main
swinging doors are Used when scenery is
taken to or from the theater, and built In
the swinging structure itself Is a small
trap door used by the players in leaving
or entering the stage, This trap door
opened Inwardly. As I passed It I heard
a commotion and saw the door was slight-
ly open, and peering into the opening, I
curiously asked what "was the trouble.
Then, for the first time, I and others who
had arrived outside about the same time,
learned that he theater was on fire.

The players who had rushed for the
trapdoor got caught In a solid mass and
were" so firmly wedged together that they
could not move. ..They were banked sol-
idly against the little doorway, that could
not be opened. Nearly all the players
were In their stage costumes, and 1 the
women had not even time to wash .the
paint from their faces. We tried to force
the door open, but the crowd was banked
up too tightly against it. Then came a
volume of smoke, and far In the rear of
the crowd we could see the illumination
from the flames. I had a number of
small tools In my pocket, and Imme-
diately proceeded to remove the metal at-
tachments which held the door in place.
This was occomplished with some diffi-
culty, and then we managed to force the
crowd back, probably an inch, the dooa
then dropped from its place, and one by
one the Imprisoned players were assisted
into the alley. I walked In upon the stage
and found It a seething furnace. The
players had been Tescued just in time."

Employes of the theater place the ter-
rible loss of life to,the "Jamming" of the
asbestos curtain. At every performance
of the show the asbestos curtain has been
raised and lowered. It has always run
smoothly, according to the employes. It
was so arranged that should one of the
cables holding It break, the curtain would
descend by Its own weight. The asbestos
curtain was held by four steel cables.
It slid up and down on and was guided
by two others, one on each side. These
four cables extended above the gridiron.
the framework which supported the tackle
by which the scenery is raised and low
ered to the sidewalk. There they were
attached to a large steel plate. To the
steel plate was attached a manlla rope.'This rope led down to the stage and
around a block. It then led aloft and
ran through five other blocks and pulleys.
On the side going up the counter-weigh- ts

were attached, on which there were
enough to make less than an absolute
balance for the curtain. The asbestos cur-
tain was so heavy that If released It
would come down of Its own accord.

All the employes deny there has been
any previous fire in the house The em
ployes also deny that any of the doors to
exits were locked.

Charles Dexter, of the Boston Base-
ball Club, and Frank Houseman, the old
Chicago second baseman, with their
families, occupied a box. Both declare
that but for the presence of mind of
Eddie Foy the death roll would have
been doubled. When the panic began
Dexter and Houseman each made for
and manned a door leading into the
alley, on the north side of the theater.
The people from the balconies had al
ready commenced jumping- to the
ground floor when Houseman and Dex
ter forced open their doors and they
were compelled to lift away the maimed
and the dead in order topermit of ex--
Its from the ground, floor. Houseman
having escorted his party out, took
position at his door and kept it from.
choking up by assisting people
through. Finally, forced away by the
flames. Houseman got Into the alley
just in time to hear the agonized voice
of a woman from a window in an
upper gallery shrieking, "Catch me.'
As the woman screamed she jumped.
and Houseman, catching heri broke her
fall to the ground ana she walked
away uninjured.

eil-Known Athlete Perishes.
ST. LOUIS. Dec. SL Harry Kieley. re--

ported--amon- the killed at Chicago, was
well known as a iootbau player and ail
around athlete. He left St. Louis last
Wednesday with the World's Fair hockey
team for Houghton, Mich,, where they
played several games.

Hawaiian Judge Among Mourners
HONOLULU, Dec 31. JUdgeOwens, of

this city, has received word that his
mother, Frances Owens, and his sister.
Amy;' are among those who lost their
lives in the theater fire In Chicago yes
terday. fc

Prominent Clubwoman Injured;
DECATUR, HL. Dec. 31. Mrs. Frank

Leavenworth, prominent In women's club
work, and an accomplished woman, was
fatally injured in the Chicago fire.
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This great "Old Store takes this opportunity of

WISHING GRAND PUBLIC
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR

May it be indeed a happy, healthy and more than ever prosperous twelve-

month for you and yours. May the and joy of 1903 be trebled

by that of 1904, and its sorrows lessened in even greater degree. Th&

year now past has brought to this store greater growth and prosperity

than any in all of its more than quarter of a cen-

tury's existence. For this we extend our most

heartfelt,-cordi- al thanks to our great public We

have tq deserve our increased patronage

and support and shall

public's favor. With

YEAR,

This Store All Day
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AWS NOT ALL. KEPT

roquois Failed to Comply of

With Two

ALDERMEN MAKE INSPECTION no

Direct-.Fir- ..Alarm- - and Automatic.
Sprinklers Lacking, and City 7

Father Insinuates Many Exits
Existed Only on Paper.

CHICAGO, Dec. 31. Although the Iro
quois Theater was as safe as any theater
In Chicago, It became evident today that
the city building department had not
strictly enforced one or two sections of
the building ordinances.

William Curran, a building inspector.
was in the theater only a few moments
before the catastrophe, and went away
saying that everything was In good condi
tion. He reported this fact to Deputy
Building Commissioner Stanhope. Tne
Deputy Commissioner this morning, In
company with Inspectors Laughlln, Lense
and Dalton, went to the theater to make
an Inspection! On his return to the City

Hall he said:
The theater and Its management were

strictly within the law. 1 shall not go
Into details until I have completed my re-

port."
Section 1S5 of the local building ordinance

provides that In buildings of the class to
which the Iroquois Theater belongs there
shall be a system of automatic sprinklers.
There were no sprinklers In the Iroquois
Theater, and Mr. Stanhope, when this wa3
called to his attention, said:

There was no sprinkler system In the
theater, but the provision about the Iron

doors made It unnecessary for the theater
to have them."

Direct Fire Afarm Lacking.
Section 189 of the ordinance provides

that theaters be equipped with fire alarms
connected with the city fire alarm sys
tern. Mr. Stanhope said: "The Iroquois
has fire alarm connections. I did not see

the box, but that is my information."
City Electrician Hyland said: "The Iro

quois had no fire alarm connection with
the city alarm system. No application Is
on file for any such connection."

The alarm of fire was turned In from a
box more than half a block from the
theater.

The law provides that there shall be a
ventilating shaft at the rear end of the
stage to conduct flames and smoke away
from the auditorium in Just such emer
gencles as arose yesterday. The Iroquois
possessed no such ventilating shaft.

Aldermen Inspect the Theater.
Twelve Aldermen today Inspected the

theater and returned to the City Hall, and
called on the building department. They
asked to see the plans of the theater and
Mr. Stanhope produced them.

"How about sprinklers?" demanded Al-

derman Jones.
"The way the theater Is built they can

be left out," Mr. Stanhope replied. "And.
anyhow, the flames spread so rapidly thaf
no sprinkler system would have availed
anything."

Alderman Jones then remarked that the
ordinance required all exits to be marked.

"That will be looked into," Mr. Stan-
hope said. "Remember, however, that the
lights were out, and that many of the
people were killed in their- - seats."

Pointing to the diagram of the theater,
Alderman Herman said:

"Here is a passageway on the south side
of the first balcony which looks as though
It led to a stairway. But in the darkness
people scrambling through It were caught
like rats in a trap. They could not get
out either way. The confusion of exits
was such that no one could find his way
in the dark. If these things are regarded
as, exits, I do not know what constitutes
an exit that would be of any use."

Mr. Stanhope told the Aldermen that he4
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had made an inspection of the building
and that structurally it was good.

Plenty of Exits on Paper.
"Tou cannot convince me,'1 declared

Alderman Herman, "if you talk for a
hundred years, that people could get out

that place. I do not care what they
call the exits, they did not work; there
were-- not enough of them open, and the
people could not get out. These plans
show aisles at the end of the first floor,
but we were over there and saw the seats
run bang up against the railing, leaving

alslt at all. Now what I want to
know Is, did these people In building this
theater live up to the plan3 they submit
ted to the city building department? Here
there seemed to be ample exits on paper, i
but a number of friends of mine got badly ,

scorched, Just the. same."
On the first floor they got out," said

Mr. Stanhope.
IMy friends were on the first floor, but !

they received burns on their backs, Just
the same' Alderman Herman rejoined.

Alderman Frlestedt declared that in
the second balcony there was not suffi-

cient room when the seats were down to
allow any one to walk between them.

Alderman Scully and Alderman Conery
took from the floor of the stage bits of
curtain, none of which was larger than
the palm of a hand, to the store of an
asbestos company. The bits were shown
to be of asbestos, although the examiners
pronounced it of a low grade.

They wanted a cheap curtain, and they
got It," an Incautious clerk remarked. He
was Instantly hushed up by one or tne
members of the company, who added that
they did not wish to discuss .the matter,
Inasmuch as tney naa ma on Buiwiyms
the curtain to the theater and their bid
had been rejected for a lower one.

PRIESTS ADMINISTER TO DEAD

General Absolution Is Given to All

Catholics by High Prelates.
CHICAGO. Dec. 31. When the Rev. F.

O'Brien, of the Holy Name Cathedral, i
learned of the fire he hurrlett to tne oia
Tremont House, now converted Into the
Northwestern University Law School,
Into which many victims had been taken,
to administer the last sacrament to mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. He was fol-

lowed by Bishop Muldoon, the highest
Catholic prelate next to Archbishop Qulg-le- y.

in the diocese of Chicago. Finding
that they were unable to attend the great
number being brought in. Bishop Muldoon
announced that he would give a general
absolution to all Catnolics among the vic-

tims.
During the brief moments that the two

priests, with uplifted hands, besought
God to pardon all the frailties of his dy-

ing .servants, the poc-- mangled men and
women who lay in dozens on the floor
seemed to realize that they were face to
face with the last scene In their lives.

Many, though crazed with pain, ceased
to moan and fastened .their
eyes on the two priests.

After the absolution was given, some of
them, barely able to move, feebly
stretched out their hands Imploringly to
the priests for one handclasp and one
word of sympathy before they passed
away.

Both clergymen administered absolution,
remaining until the dead were removed
to the morgue and the injured to the vari-
ous hospitals.

Over one girl in Thompson's restaurant
two doctors labored for one hour. They
loosened her dress, and two of them
waved her arms over her head and slow-
ly lowered them again in an attempt to
Induce artificial respiration. Every mo-

ment or two one of them listened with his
stethoscope for her heartbeats. There
was not a sign of a burn on her. She
could not have been more than 16 years
old. and when they forced her eyelids -

apart her brown eyes were yet bright.
"She Is too perfect a creature to give

up," said one doctor. Stimulant after
stimulant was tried, and la3t of all nitro-
glycerine, but proved useless, and in the
end the doctors gave up.

Not, far, away a nurse and two doctors
labored over a boy. After ten minutes
he opened his eyes. '

"Watch'er doln to me?" he questioned.
"Taking care of you," said the doctor.

"Tell us your name."
"I ain't jro'.n' to have any one tellln

Will be roused to Its natural duties
and your biliousness, headache and
constipation be cured If you tats
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We bid the old year adieu with
thankful hearts for the pros-
perity It accorded us and In
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my mother about this of ma. I'm all
right, I am. It was a fire. That's what
It was."

"I'm the most grateful man in all Chi-
cago," said John A. Thompson, who owns
the restaurant. "My sister was in the
theater with two children, aged. 9 and 7.
She almost got to the door with both of
them when Ruth, one of them, dlsap- -.

peared. My sister told me she knew that
the child must be safe, but I ran around
like a maniac for an hour before i found
her. How it happened I do not know, but
she ran back into the theater and out
under the stage through the stage en-

trance."

Speaks for Germany.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 31. Baron von

Sternberg, German Ambassador, called on
Acting Secretary of State Loomis today
to offer the sincere condolence of his gov-
ernment for the catastrophe which befell
the American people In the fire at Chi-
cago.

An Object Lesson to Berlin.
BERLIN, Dec. 31. The evening papers

express horror and sympathy over the
Chicago catastrophe. The Fire Depart-
ment here announces that it will Imme-
diately make a fresh study of the local
theaters.
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