
brick Courthouse, costing about 515,000
corqplete, which Is the equal of any
similar building in the state, cost con-
sidered; a fine "?600G schoolhouse, a
brick bank building, two brick business
blocks, one substantial stone building-- , 32
frame business houses and more than
DO frame dwellings, mostly of a1 sub-
stantial character and handsome design,
are among the improvements of the past
season. Some one has said that "God
made the country, but man makes the
towns," but as a matter of fact, the
country makes the towns and it may be
said that every dollar of wealth which Is
represented in .Condon improvements 'and
business enterprises today is directly
traceable to the surrounding fertile wheat
fields and rich pasture lands.

Nor is this era of substantial Improve-
ment confined to Condon. All portions tf
the county are going ahead. New houses
and barns have been built, thousands of
acres of virgin sojl are being brought un-

der cultivation, domestic animals are be-
ing improved by Judicious breeding and
new and Improved varieties of wheat are
being propagated. Gilliam County farm-
ers are coming to the front.

The assessment roll shows an increase
of taxable property in the county to the
amount of $L 000,000 since 1302. A National
bank has Just been opened In Condon in
answer to a general demand for increased
facilities for handling the growing busi-
ness of the county. The country is full of
strangers homeseekers, investors, busi-
ness men and commercial travelers.
Travel Is so heavy that the stage lines
can hardly handle the traffic, so great
are the demands made upon them.

Railroad and Canal Needed.
The effect of all this activity has been

to attract attention from the outside
world as never before, and, the crying
need of better transportation facilities be-

ing so obvious; that matter Is now receiv-
ing the attention It has merited for so
many years; the result is that three differ-
ent railroad companies are now In the
field making surveys between Arlington
and Condon with a view to beginning ac-
tive construction as soon as the weather
is favorable. It is not probable that all
these companies will build, hut Gilliam
County people regard it as settled that
some one of them will win out in the
three-corner- fight and that we shall
have a railroad within the next year.

But one thing is needed to make the
prosperity of Gilliam County, in common
with all of the vast domain known as
the Inland Empire, complete and perma-
nent, and that is an open river from Celllo
to the sea. We want the portage road
completed next Summer as a means of
temporary relief and a Government canal
as soon as it can possibly be constructed.
This improvement Eastern Oregon must
have. We have a right to demand it and
we expect to get it. We need It in our
business and we need it badly.

S. A. PATTISON.

WASCO IS PROSPEROUS.

Abundant Crops and Good Prices
Furnish the Explanation.

prosperity has blessed
UNUSUAL County in 1903. It three prin-
cipal products wheat, livestock and fruit

have shown a marked advance- - over
former years. Abundant crops of grain,
hay, fruit and vegetables have been har-
vested and marketed at fair prices. In
consequence, the producers have enjoyed
a season of prosperity. As an evidence or
this the records show that 25 per cent
more mortgages were canceled in 1903

than during any former year. And it may
now be truthfully said that the property-owne- rs

are virtually out of debt. The
county government, too, has made a good
showing, the debt having been reduced
about $22,000, and today less than $3000 de-

linquent taxes are owing, which Is Indeed
a fair showing for the thrift of the. tax,
payers.

Wasco County produced and shipped
abroad in 1903, products as follows:
Wheat, bushels 600,000

Cattle, head 2,500
Horses, head ... .i'-jo-

Sheep, head 40,!5X
Bwlne, head ..JHoS
apples, boxes ,..... so555
Pears, boxes 25,000
Peaches, boxes 5,000
Cherries, tons
Prunes, tons 1.0u0
Plums, tons 1 u.. AnfSS.
Strawberries, crates 110,000

Lumber, feet : 100.000,000

Wool, pounds 1,500,000

Besides, there was marketed abroad
about $30,000 worth of salmon and $20,000

worth of vegetables and small fruits. The
Income from these products has brought
into the county approximately $3,000,000.

In addition the flouring mills of The
Dalles .have exported over 150.000 barrels
of flour. .

The assesment roll for the year 1903,

based on valuations on March 1, 'and
about GO per cent of rfcal cash values,
shows:

No. Value.
Acres tillable land 115,014 $799,101

Acres le land 434.29S S76.734

Horses and mules 6,635 127,750

Cattle 10.330 155,940
Sheep .128,903 196,350

Swine 5.508 12,682

Improvements on deeded land 330.625

Town lots 522,590

Improvements on town lots 564,4oo

Improvements on undeeded land .... 3G.943

Gross valuo of property $4,640,800

This is an Increase of $33S,265 over the
total taxable property shown on the tax
roll of 1902

During the past year every branch of
business has enjoyed a season of pros-
perity. Farmers, merchants, bankers,
manufacturers and mechanics have found
business profitable, and ' when balance
sheets are struck the first of the year,
good results will be shown.

J. A. DOUTHIT.
The Dalles, December 17.

HAS ROOM FOR MORE.

Morrow County Has Wealth, and
Chiefly Lacks People.

COUNTY can well be classed
MORROWof the most prosperous coun-

ties in Oregon. The greatest need is more
people. Sixty-fiv- e miles in length, and 35

miles In width, and containing 1,300,000

acres of land, this vast territory has only
a little more than 5000 population. With
only a few people the resources remain
undeveloped, and the county is but little
known, except by the people who reside
In k.

The climate is mild and agreeable, the
soli Is very productive and good oppor-
tunities are here for industrious people
who want to get homes.

Formerly tforrow County's wealth was
produced by stockgrowing. It was thought
that the land would not produce anything
but grass, but this theory was soon aban-
doned when agriculture was commenced.

Wheatgrowing Is now a prominent in-

dustry, and the stockmen are "being
crowded back by prosperous farm era
notwithstanding the fact that the county

is Eparsely settled, 1,000,000 bushels, of
wheat Is not an unusual yield. This
wheat nearly all goes to Portland for
export.

Sheep Industry Leads.
While Morrow County makes a good

showing among the wheatgrowing coun-
ties of Oregon, stockgrowing is still an
important feature In the production of
wealth. The sheep Industry leads, owing
to the natural advantages. The south-
eastern portion of the county is skirted by
a spur of the Blue Mountains, which fur-
nishes a large .amount of Summer range,
and, as the mountain land is rough and
unfit for cultivation, this territory "will be
used by the stockmen for years to come.
Wool shipments in the aggregate amount
to about 3,000,000 pounds annually.

Morrow County's Brain, fruits and veg-
etables wherever exhibited have always
beefiprize-winner- s for excellent quality.

Alerts the creek bottoms. - where water
can neobtalned for irrigating purposes,
clfftltofols grown extensively. Two and

three crops are cut each year,, yielding
from two to six tons to the acre, which is
a very profitable crop, especially this
year, when iay Is selling in the stack at
from $3 to $10 a ton.

Within the last three years land values
have Increased from 50 to 100 per cent,"
and still good farming lands can be pur-
chased at from $3 to $10 an acre. No, bet-
ter wheat land fn adjoining counties Is
now worth' from $20 to $40 per acre.

Inviting to Homeseekers.
JFor people who want homes and desire

to engage in agriculture good induce-
ments are offered here. Land Is cheap,
and to purchase it now is a good and safe
investment. Owing to the character of;
the soil; farming Is easy In this. compared)
with other districts. The .land is loose

and easy to plow, and one hand can take
care of a large acreage. Another advan-
tage is a long working season.

Laboring people are welt paid in Mor-
row County, and, as a rule, hands are
.scarce, especially In th& harvest season.
Sheepherders are paid from $30 to $50 a
month; harvest hands from $2 to $4 a
day.

--Morrow County's progress during the
past year has shown considerable im-
provement In the towns, and a great
many real estate transactions with grad-
ually increasing land values.

The recent discovery of a good quality
of bituminous coal In the Blue Mountains
will do more to develop the county than
anything that has ever occurred here.
The mines are 20 miles south of Heppnei.
and have been prospected and worked for
about two years. It Is now an established
fact that there Is a great coal field. Three
seams have been penetrated with tunnels.
The measures run from 44 to 6 feet in
thickness. The mines are owned by the
Oregon Railroad & Coal Company, com-
posed of Heppner people. Between $75,000

and $0,000 has been spent in buying and
developing the coal lands. The coal has
been tested In both locomotives and sta-
tionary engines, and has proven to be
valuable steam-producin- g fuel.

Morrow County has many advantages,
and Invites more people to come here.

FRED WARNOCK.
Heppner, December 19.

FERTILE WHEAT COUNTY.

Umatilla a Land Where Plenty and
Contentment Reign.

County is Justly regardedUMATILLA the greatest counties of
Oregon. Its surface area of 3116 square
miles embraces lands grading from the
arid to the most fertile. Its topography
presents a perspective of mountains and
valleys, streams and rolling plains. To
the east and north of Pendleton, the
county peat, and surroufldlng the prosper-
ous towns of Helix, Adams, Athena,
Weston and Milton is the famous wheat
belt of Eastern Oregon; to the south and
west lies one of the nrlncinal Rtoek rpp- -
tlons of the state, while along the extreme !

eastern portion of the county are the
Blue Mountains, covered with pine, fir
and tamarack, and affording an abund-
ance of grass for Summer range.

In 1902 the tillable lands of the county
were reckoned at 226,755 acres, and the
nontlllable at 512,524 acres, but this year
the tillable lands are reckoned at 331,317
acres, and the nontlllable at 482,973 acres.
The assessed valuation , of land in the
county for 1902 was $2,363,345, and this year
it is $3,753,455. This shows that land be-
fore this year to the amount of about
53,000 acres was regarded as nontlllable,
hut is now classed as tillable. It is true
that much land is" being brought into cul-
tivation each year which has been re-
garded as unfit for agricultural purposes,
and It is confidently hoped that in the
near future tne surplus waters of the
streams aunas ute niKu-wai- season win t

be distributed over the arid region, uslnc i
the ground itself as a storehouse, thereby !

reclaiming many uiousanas of acres
otherwise too dry for agriculture.

. Water Stored In Soil.
The only difficulty is that the precipita-

tion by natural rainfall ana snow Is in-

sufficient to equal the evaporation. It has
been determined beyond any doubt that,
where the soil is deep, which Is true of
most of the land in the county, the soil
itself will hold sufficient water tor any
productive purpose. This has been proved
by many who live adpacent to the streams
and depend entirely upon the natural pre- - I

cipltatlon and the flooding of the lands
during the wet season. Lands which
would produce nothing without this flood-
ing process, by it have been made to pro-
duce annually two good crops of alfalfa
and any kind of cereals. This character
of irrigation Is worthy of adoption to the
use of all the surplus waters of the
streams of the county.

Wheat is the principal product. 4,500,009

bushels being the average yearly yield.
In addition, much barley and some corn
arc produced. The fruit production la the
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vicinity of Milton is something enormous
for the area used for this purpose, and
the creek bottoms produce alfalfa hay In
abundance.

The stock industries are great. The
Assessor's returns for this year show we
have 123,553 sheep, about 10,000 more than
in 1902; 28,411 cattle, 10.413 more than in
1902; about 4000 hogs, 700 more than .in
1902; 11,871 horses and. mules, 1874 more
than in 1902. The southeastern - portion,
of the county is well adapted for dairying,
and this Industry Is growing rapidly. -

Manufacturing is not extensive, but
there are seven large flouring mills which
are run at full capacity the whole year,
and the scouring and woolen mills of
Pendleton are important factors and of
great benefit to the woblgrowers.

Land values rangeU'rom' about $3 per

acre for grazing lands, up to $75 per acre
for the choicest farm lands.

The assessable valuation of .the taxable
property of th'e county forxthls year Is
$9,214,030.75, which Is estimated, to be about
one-thi- of its real value. In addition
to this there are over 100,000 acres of
choice farm lands owned by the Umatilla
Indians, which, are not taxed. This

of wealth Is distributed among our
20,000 people so that the pauper and the
millionaire alike are conspicuous by their
absence.

The educational and religious environ-
ments are good, the climate mild and
healthful, and tne developed resources
should be Inviting to the homeseeker,
while the undeveloped possibilities, as well
as the tried resources, should ever be at
tractive to the capitalist

L. B. REEDER.
Pendleton, December 17.

CROOK TAKES TO FARMING.

Crowding Out Livestock, and Anx-
ious for a Railroad.

County has gained about 500 inCROOK in the past year, it has
had a notable Increase In the acreage
of tilled land and in the quantity and
value of farm produce. There has been a
material Increase in the, number of
meat cattle and corresponding re-
duction in the number of sheep.
Its mining Industry, still In its Infancy,
has made gratifying progress. Mercantile
trade has been better than ever before.
The lumber business has grown with the
local demand, but the absence of adequate
transportation has prevented the devel-
opment of this Industry, as it has also
retarded mining and other lines of en-

deavor.
This year the Assessor found the value

of farming Implements in the county to
be twlco as great as It was last year,
and the Increase since the assessment
was made has been greater than it was
before. This not only speaks of prosperi-
ty among the farmers, but it also indi-
cates a marked departure in the direction
of agricultural progress in Crook County.
It shows a rapid change from the range
stock business to settled farming, That
tendency Is observed In every part of the
county, but it has been particularly strong
in the western part on Agency Plains and
in the Squaw Creek country. Irrigation
Improvements on the Deschutes, near
Bend, and in the Tumello Valley, will
bring under water service next season 35,-0-

to 40,000 acres that has hitherto been
parched and arid. The significance of this
statement may be appreciated when it is
understood that the Assessor last Spring
found only 34,053 acres of tilled, land in
the whole county. And the superficial
area of Crook County la more than 5,000,-00- 9

acres.
The slackness of the cattle market has

given the stockmen some uneasiness, and
several thousand good steers that the
owners would really like to get rid of will
be carried through the Winter. Feeding
cattle over Winter, after, they have once

in condition for market, knocks the
profits. But the breaking up of big
herds and spreading the stock business
out among the farmers, on a totally dif-
ferent basis, makes the burden of unfav-
orable temporary conditions comparatively
easy to bear, and Crook County will not
be seriously Inconvenienced. About 40,000
Crook County Bheep were driven to Cali-
fornia and sold last season and several
thousand went to the shambles. Settle-
ment of tho country is pressing sheep
out, though we still have 175,000 of them
on the tax roll.

This county has no debt and taxation Is
light. Th tlmberland activity in the
southeastern part of the county has
brought about 400 claims to the assess-
ment roll this year and more will be added
to the next rolL But the future of the
yellow pine district is bound up in the
railroad question. The county has built
a good many miles of good roads, but the
ease of local communication and the

volume of produce' but Increase
the demand for connection with the out-
side ' 'world.

Business has been easy, it has increased
in volume and yielded satisfactory results.

1 and. there is every assurance of continued
prosperity tnrougn tne coming 12 months.

J. iL LAWRENCE.
r 15.

YOUNGEST OP COTJOTESY.

Wheeler .Walk for Railroad toDe- -
velop Rich Farrrf Land. ; ,

nowhere on God's greenPROBABLT
to-b- found a happier,

more contented; people than the Inhabi-
tants of Wheeler County, Oregon. 5,0
many newcomers from the East and..else- -

rwhere, .attracted by our mild climate and
Ullniltableresqurces, have migrated Into

in

the state Bince the Issue of the last New
Tear's that a hrlef sketch of

and history of this county
may not. be out of-- place "here.

In the Spring of 1899, nearly five years
ago, the County of Wheeler, consisting
of a strip of territory 65 miles long and
about 35 ailes wide, was formed from
rarts of Crook, Gilliam and Grant Coun-
ties. In response to the urgent demand
of the settlers. It assumed It3 share cf
tho debt of the parent counties, amount-
ing to $33,000. To this was added a debt
of about $15,000 for a Courthouse, record
books and furniture, making a total of
$48,000, besides that contracted the year
for ordinary running expenses. In les3
than five years, with a smaller average
tax levy than prevailed In the parent
counties. Wheeler County has reduced Its
debt to $17,000. Surely this
for both the prosperous condition of the
people and the economical
of the county officials.

The population when the county was
created was about 2400; at this tune it is
nrohablv. not aulte 3000. Situated from
50 to 70 miles from a railroad, the in- -
crease, in its population has been much
smaller than In many .other Oregon coun- -
tlzs. There 13 now a good prospect of a
rait road coming to the northern line with
in the next year or two, and then there
will be a great rush for homes. There
are still hundreds of thousands of acres
of Government land awaiting the home-
steader, and thousands of acres of ex-

cellent pine timber lands not yet disposed
of by the Governments

Farmers Will Stock.
Cattle, sheep and horses-- Is

the chief industry of this county, very
little farming being Indulged In yet, owing
to the lack of facilities.
Much of the land will be farmed, how-
ever, Immediately following the advent of
the railroad. Our farming lands are for
the most part along the foothills, and are
extremely rich, some o the products being
such as to challenge belief. For instance,
John H. Tilley, on his homestead 15 miles
southeast of Fossil, which he took up last
year, thi3' year had a squash vine over
100 feet long, which produced 15 squashes
that weighed 1200 pounds, or an average of
80 pounds each. The largest one of the
15 weighed 188 pounds, and was sent to
the State Fair at Salem by the writer,-wher-

for several days it was viewed with
amazement by many thousands of people.
These lmense squashes were raised on
virgin soil, "without an atom of fertilizer
other than that the ground contained, and

'without irrigation. Oats seven and even
eight feet high are not so uncommon as to
excite special remark, and peaches weigh-
ing one pound each are raised almost-ever-

year in the fine orchard belt that
extends for about ten miles down Pine
Creek to the John Day River.

Not the least of Wheeler County's re-
sources are the Spanish Gulch placer
mines, whose "output this year amounted
to about $30,000.

Wheeler County is finely watered by the
John Day River, whicl flows through it
from end to end, and the many springs
and streams that empty into It. There are
many indications of coal which will no
doubt be developed when a railroad comes.
Lumber Is by seven or eight
sawmills on the Blue Mountain slopes.
Shanlko ,1s the nearest railroad point for
the big half of the county, and Arlington
for the remainder.

There is not a pauper in Wheeler Coun-
ty, and almost every man Owns his home.

The taxable property of the county has
increased in five years from $500,000 to
$1,200,000.

, Of towns the county has three, Fossil,
he county seat, and Mitchell being

while Spray is a growing vil-
lage and goodytrade center. Mitchell has
about 300 Inhabitants, with a flouring mill,
agood public school and large, well-ke- pt

stores. Fossil is an ideai country home
town. In natural beauty and modern

being far ahead of other
towns of its size in this or other states.
Among Its advantages are a $9000 brick

which has over 200 pupils;a beautiful brick and stone bank buildlnTg,
brick stores, a $15,000 gravity water sys-
tem, a modern full roller process flouring
mill and a splendid system of electric
lights. The population, which has doubled
In the last four years, is about 600.

A dully stage frcaa. the railroad conveys

passengers and freight to Mitchell' and
Fossil, and almost every postbfHce IriHhie-- !

county has long-distan- telephone, con--
section with, the outside world.

"

- j'JAS.-S- l

Fossil.

; -- IN JOHN DAT
' & --- - ;

Rich Resources jsf ' Grant County
- Await Coming-- , of ; Railroad. -

.

of progress in "Grant CountySOURCES
the. paist year were

with, future assets than" present
balances. .Yet farmers, stockmen, miners
and. merchants have prospered. Bankers

say that while there is more than the
usual amount of stock In the county, there
is the usual amount of First
National Bank, a substantial institution,
went Into business in Canyon City during
the year, and the Grant County Bank, a
strong financial concern, has the material
on the ground for a branch bank building
in John Day.

The livestock industry' has suffered, to
some extent from the low prices of cattle.
Only about 5000, he&d have been sold, out
of 37,500 In the county. The sales did not
nearly equal the Increase. Neither were
sheep sales not above 10,000
head being marketed from the 200,000

owned by Grant County sheepmen. The
failure to sell more closely was due to
closed trails and- - lack of
Wool sold well, however, and about 1,250,-00- 0

pounds were ' disposed of, mostly to
Eastern buyers, at good figures. The home
market was also attractive, and about 3000

head were sold, this number exceeding
the Increase.

The yield' of hay was good, and above
. zw.wo tons were grown. For obvious rea- -

sons the grain acreage was small, but the
I few scattered acres produced abundant
i "crops. Wheat yielded 25 bushels, barley 60

trnuMiners quartz and placer, have en -

ground ha3 been opened up, the returns
from which must be realized later. Many
hundred thousand dollars worth of ma-
chinery has been bought and installed for
further work, while many times that sum
in gold has been taken from the mines.
The ores In the ledges of Grant County
also carry good values In silver, copper
and cobalt. Of still more Importance to
the state is the recent discovery of a vast
coal field, more than 30 miles in length
and five miles In width.

Excels In 'Fine Fruit.
In the production of fine fruit the John

Day Valley is fast winn'ng a wide and
enviable reputation. The largest apple-grow- er

in the county produced 10,000 bush-
els last season. This was, perhaps, one-ten- th

of the entire crop. From more than
100 miles side people came for
fruit. Peaches, pears, plums and prunes
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grew in abundance, while giant cherry
trees, SO feet high, were loaded- - from the
bottom branches to the topmost twigs. All
kinds of small fruit grew luxuriantly, and
fresh strawberries "were peddled through
the towns for fully of the year.
In abundance, variety and quality of fruit
no section of the state can excel the John
Day Valley.

Potatoes yielded as high as. 700 bushels
per acre, and a Prairie City grower is said
to have selected 500 potatoea that together
weighed one ton. From the hardier vege-

tables up to celery and tomatoes, all kinds
were grown without a skip.

Immense tracts of fine timber land In the
forest reserve withdrawals avait develop-
ment when the Interior Department de-

fines its policy.
The work of storing the head waters of

the John Day River for the development of
Its magnificent water power has already
begun. Franchises, county and municipal,
have been secured and an electric lighting
system will be In operation in Prairie City.
by the time this reaches the public.

The locomotive on the Sumpter "Valley
Railroad stands panting on the tHreshold
of the county. Also the right of way Is
being cleared for an electric road, which
will be constructed next year.

But the actual achievements are but an
Insignificant part of the possibilities. In-
dustries are" languishing for want of an
outlet for their products. Where one acre
Is producing now, hundreds might be made
to do so. If there were markets. Much
fruit perished where it grew, and th

of the apple crop rotted on the
ground. A cannery, located in the center
of the fruit belt, would stimulate the in-

dustry and make good profits from the-star-

For every mine now In successful
operation there would be a score, with
transportation for the ore.

But capital and transportation will come.
mU TV. TV.. ITo lTnt. llao nlnnn- thn Almi

i route of a transcontinental line to Port- -
I land and lead3 the way on water.levei

lines the Iron horse of commerce will at
no distant date tear through this quiet
valley in his race against time. And, after
the manner of Gilpin's admirer, "may I
be there to see."

C. J, MTNTOSH.
John Day, Dec. 18.

HOTEL METR0P0LE.

Tho Golden Rule Hotel at Pendleton, to
be known hereafter as the Hotel Metropole.
has been transformed Into a modern hos-
telry, that compares with the ilrst-cla- ss

hotels of the state. Mr. T. K.Beard, the
owner, has spared no expense In remodel-- "
ing and refurnishing the house. All the
modern conveniences have been installed.
Including steam, heat, elgctric lights and
baths. Fifty-tw- o elegantly furnished
apartments are now at the disposal of the
public, either single or en suite, and with
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or without bath. Mr. H. E. Bickers, who
was formerly superintendent of the Stato

School, is the lessee and pro-
prietor, and the growing popularity of the
hotel Is due in a great measure- - to the
personal attention he gives to all the de-
partments of the hotel. The dining-roo- m

Is large and pleasant. All the delicacies
of the market are served and the cusine
is always palatable. The lobby has been
enlarged to double the size and is always
crowded with commercial travelers and
guests.

HOTEL PENDLETON.

Thoroughly Modern-Teleph- one in
Every Room.

Under the management of Messrs. Van
Dran Brothers, the Pendleton Hotel has
become one of the leading hotels of the
Northwest. The popularity attained i3
due in a large measure to the affableness
and geniality of the proprietors and to
their desire to please the traveling public.

The- - hotel Is lighted by electricity and
heated by steam throughout, and lacks
none of the modern conveniences which,
belong to the first-cla- hotel. The rooms,
53 In number, are large and are handsome-
ly furnished, being en suite or single and
with or without bath. Each room is in
telephonic communication with the office,
the system having recently been Installed.

A skilled chef is in charge of the cull-na- ry

department and the cuisine Is beyond
criticism. For the accommodation of
guests, a buffet is maintained in connec-
tion with the hotel, where the choicest
and rarest wines, liquors and cigars are
to be had. Mr. K. Van Dran has chae
of the office, while his brother, Mr. George
P. Van Dran, manages the buffet.

America Is how exporting about $7,000,000
worth of shoes a year, of which Great
Britain gets one-thir- d.

CITY
WILLIAM ROESCH,

Proprietor.

Beer From the New Brew-
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