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lng improved by
new and improved varieties of wheat are
Giilllam County farm-
eres are coming to the fromi

The assessment roll shows an increase

smount of §000000 sinrce 1M2. A Nationa! |
bank has just been opened in Condon in
answer to & general demsnd for increased
facitities for handling the growing busi-
ness of the county. The country is full of
strangers—homeseekers. investors, busi-

Travel 1= so heavy that the stage lines

ean hurdly bandle the traffic, so great

are the demands made upon them. |
Railroad and Canal Nesded.

The effect of all this activity has been
to attract atiention from the outside |
world =8 never before, and, the erying
peed of better transportation facilities be- |
ing so obvious, that matter is now receiv- |
ing the attention It has merited for so
many years; the result is that three differ- |
ent rullrosd companies are now in t.ml
field making survers between Arlingion
and Condon with & view o beginning ac- |
tive comstruction as soon as the weather |
is favorable. It is not probable that all |
these companies will build, bt Gilliam
County pecple regard It as settled that
some one of them will win out in the
threg-cornered fight and that we shall
have & rallroad within the next year,

But one thing 3 needed 1o make the
prosperity of Giliiam County, in common
with all of the vast domnin known as
the Inlund Empire, compiete and perma-
pent, and that is an open river from Celllo
to the sea. We want the portage road
completed next Summer as & means of
temporary reljef and a Governmeot canal
a8 s00n as It can possibly be constructed,
This improvement Eastern Oregon must
have We bave a right to demand it and
we expect to get It. We need it in our
business and we nead it badly.

B A. PATTIEON.

WASCO IS PROSPEROUS.

Abundant Crops and Good Prices
Furnish the Explanation.

NUSUAL prosperity has blessed
Wasco County in 1%L It three prin-
cipal proéucts—wheat, llvestock and frult
—have shown & marked ndvance over
former years. Abundant crops of graln,
hay, fruit and vegeiables have been har-
vested and marketed at falr prices. In
conseguence, the producers have enjoyed
& sefison of prosperity. As an evideoce of
this the records show that I per cent
more moriguges were canceled in IWG
than during any former year. And it may
now be truthfully sald that the property-
owners are virtunlly out eof debt, The
county government, 100, has made a good
showing, the debt having been reduced
aboutl §22,000, and today less than 35000 de-
linguent taxes are owing. which is Indeed
& fair showing for the thrift of the. tax.
payers
Waseo County produced and shipped
abroad 1n 1303, products as follows:

Whemt, busbels ........o. ’ 00
Cuttle, hoad Lo
Horses, hoad .- S
Sherp, bead . . Vo )
Swine, bead . 4,506
Appies, buxes ..... - 0,000
Pears, boxra . 5,00
Peaches, boxes . 0, 000
Cherriea, tons .. =
Prunesa, lons 1000 |
Flums, tops .. g 00|
Strawberries, crates .... 110,000
Lumber, fest o 00,000,006 |
Wool, POUDdS ,.covrvsnvsrnrisavnessss 1000
Besiden, there was murketsd abroad

about 50,000 worth of salmon and 3,00
worth of vegetables and small fruits. The
income from these products has brought
into the county approximately §3 000,000
In addition the fouring mills of The
Dallss bave exported over 150,00 barrels
of flour,

The ussesment roll for the year 1We,
based on valuations op March 1 ‘and

about @ per cent of rial cash waluaes,
shows:
Acres tillabla

Iand.......eis
Acres non-tiliable R

Horse= and mules
Cattle.. ...coneei

lmprovements
Town lots .. Veatvrashenes e
Improvements on town lols ...
Improvements on undeeded land S
Grose volue of Property ........... 560 500

This |8 an incréase of RIS over the
tots] taxable property shown on the tax
roll of 1908

During the past year every branch of
business has enjoyed a season of pros-
perity Farmers, merchants, bankers,
manafacturers and mechanics have found
business profitable. and when balance
sheets are mtruck tha first of the year,
good resyits will be shown

J. A. DOUTHIT.
The Dallea, December 17,

HAS BOOM FOR MORE.

Morrow County Has Waealth,
Chiefly Lacks Pecple.

and

ORBOW COUNTY oan well be clansed |

a8 One of the most prosperous coun-
tics in Oregon. The greatest need is more
poople. Bixty-five miles In length, and 5
miles in width, and containing 1,300,000
acrea of land, thia vast territory has only
a little more than 500 population. With
only a few people the resources remain
undeveloped, and the county s but lttle
known, except by the people who reside
In M. .

The climate is mild and agresable, the
soll s very productive and good oppor-
tunities are here for industrious people
who want 0 gel homes,

Formeriy sdormow County's wealth was
produced by stockgrowing. It was thought
that the land would not produce anything
but grasa, butl this theory was soon aban-
doned when sagriculture was commenoced

Wheatgrowing is now a prominent ine
dustry, and the stockmen are
crowded back by prosperous farmers
otwithstanding the fact that the county
Is sparsely seltled, L0000 bdushels of

wheat s Dot an unusual yield - This
wheat nearly all goes to Fortiand for
export.

Sheep Industry Leads.

While Morrow County makes a good
showing among the wheatgrowing coun-
ties of Oregon, stockgrowing is mill an
important festure in the production of |
weaith, The sheep industry Jeads owing |
to the natural sdvanmges. The south- |
sastern portion of the county is skirted by !
a spur of tha Hiue Mountaine which fur-
nishis & large amount of Suminer range,
and, ap the mountain land s Tough and |
unfit for cultivation, this territary will be
used by the stockmen for years to come
Wool shipments in the aggregale amount
o about 300000 pounds annually.

Merrow County's grain, frults and veg-
atables wherever exhlbited bave always

-winners for exceilent quality.
F en-k“?um whers water
n ‘obtalned trrigating

i grown extensively. Two :

i

5 _
i
I'Ev

i

Jund fn djolning fe | 1908 1891 Borees snd mules, 18 : % HN DAY VALLEY.
now worth' from 5 to $# per acre., than in 1M1 The southsastern. | welop Rich “ | Righ Rescurces | )

: and this industry is growing rapldly. ROBABLY nowhere on God's green | - Awalt Coming of Railroad.
ﬁhrmmmwhnmm-ﬂm Manufaoturing s not extengive, but sarth {5 tiere {0 be found a happler. & 3 Nad 3 .
mants are offered here. YLand s chesp, mr:‘uwmw&'-mm“""m” than the fobadbl- OURCES _.«mu_m_ Coanty
and to purchase it now I8 & good and safe | and the scouring and wooleh milly of | A 0f Whetler County, Oregon. 5" « during the pat fesr were mors ech.
investment. Owing to the character of  Pendleton are important factors and of | MAny newcomems from the East and else- cerned with fubure acsats than” pressnt
the poll, farming s easy in this compared | grest bemafit to the wooigrowwrs. \ where, attracted by our mild cllmats and bafances . Yot farmers, stoekmen, minars
With other distrigts. The land is Jooss Land values range from’ about § per (Iimitabie" rees, havo migratéd Isto and merchants bave prospered. Bunkers
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Oregon Counties in the Columbia
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grew Iin abundance, while giant cherry
trees, 30 feot high, wers loaded. from ‘the
bottom bhmnches to the top twigs. Al
kinds of amall fruit grew luxuriantly, and
fresh struwberriey wers peddlad through
the towns for fully one-fourth of the yesar
In abundance, variety and quality of fruit
5o section of the state can exeel the John
Day Valley.

Potatoes yielded sa hizh z2 T bushels
per acre, and a Pralrie Clty grower la sald
to have selected 500 potatnes that togsther
welghed one ton. From the hardler vege-
tables up to celery and tomatoes, -all kinds

‘ware grown without a skip.
I tracts of fine timber land in tha

and easy to plow, and one hand can taks
care of a jarge acresge. Another advan-
tage is a long working season.

Laboring people are well pald In Mpr-
row County, and, as a tuis, hands are
scarce, especisily in the harvest soason.
Bheepherders are pald from §0 to 350 o
month; harvest hands from §2 to ¥ &
dhy

Maorraw County's progress during the
past year has shown conaldernble ua-l
provement Iin the towns, and a great
many real estats transactions with grad-
ually increasing land wvalues.

The recent discovery of a good quality
of bituminous coal in the Blus Mountains
will do more to develop the tounty than
anything that has ever occurred here
The mines are 3 miies south of Heppnat,
and kave been prospected and worked for
about two years. It ls now an ssablished
fact that there s a great coal fleld. Threa
stams have besn penstrated with tunnels,
The measurss run from 4% to § feet In
thickness. The mines are owned by the
Oregon Rallroad & Coal Company, com-
posed of Heppner people. Between 375,000
and $50.000 has been spent In buying and
developing the coal lands. The conl has
bean tésted in both locomotives and sta-
tionary engines, and has proven to be
vilunble steam-producing fuel.

Morrow Cotnty has many sdvantages,
and invites more people to come here

FRED WARNOCK.

Happner, Decomber 18
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FERTILE WHEAT OOUNTY.

Umatilla a Land Where Plenty and |
Contentment Reign.

MATILLA County s justly ugardad'
ar one of the greatast counties of
Oregon. Its surface area of Rl square
miles embraces lands grading from the |
arid to the most fertile. Its topography
presents a perspective of mountains and |
valieys, sireams and rolling plaine. To |
the east and north of Pendleton, the
county seat, and surroufidfing the prosper- |
ous towns of Hslix, Adams, Athana
Weston and Milton is the famous wheat
belt of Bastern Oragon: to the south snd |
west lles ona of the principal stock sec- '
tions of the state, while siong the extreme
eastern portion of the county are the
Blue Mountains covered with nne, fir
and tamarack, and affording an abund-
ance of grase for Summer range |
in IM2 the tillable lands of the county
wers reckoned at IMTE acres, and the
nontillable at SILEM acres, but this year
the tillable Jands are rechkoned at 31017
acred, and the nontillable at 50978 acres.
The pssessed valuation, of land in the
county for 1500 was J2268.344, and this
it Is 78,46 This shows that land be-
fore this yesr to the amount of about |
55,000 acres was regarded as nontillabis, |
but Is now classed as tillable It is troe |
that much land It being bronght into cul- |
tivation sach yaar which has been e |
garded as unfit for agricultural purposes, |
and It is confidently hoped that in the
near future the surplus waters of the
streams during the high-water season will
be distributed over the arid region, using |
the ground !tself as & storehouse, thereby !
reclaiming many thousands of mores|
otherwise too dry for agriculture.
. Water Stered In Soil.

The anly dfMculty s that the precipita-
tion by natural rainmill and gnow la in-
sufficlent to equal the evaporation. It has |
been determined beyond any doubt that,
where the soll ln deep, which |s troe ef |
most of the land in the county, the soll
itself will bold sufficient waler for any
productive purpose. This has been proved
by many who Hve adpacent to the stroams '
snd depend entirely upon the natural pre- |
cipitation and the Booding of the lands
during the wet season. Lands which
would produce nothing withoot this fiood-
ing process, by |t Leve beem made (0 pro-

|

| should be Inviting

acre for graming lands, up to §75 per acre
for the choloest farm lande. 4

The assessable valuation of the taxable
property of the county for this year is
B0 TS, which s ¢estimated to be about
one-third of its real value. In addition
to this there are over 100000 acres of
cholce farm lands owned by the Umatilla
Indians, which are not taxed. This 20.-
000,000 of wedlth s distributed among our
20,000 peopls so that the pauper and ths
milllonaire alike are conspicuous by their
abaenee,

The educstional apd religlous environ.
ments are good, the climate mild and
healthful, and the developed resources
the hemesseker,
while the undeveloped possibilities, as well

| as the tried remcurces, should ever bo at

tractive to the capitalist
B. REEDER.
Pendlaton, Dscember 17,

CROOE TAEES TO FABRMING.

Crowding Out Livestock, and Anx-
ious for a Rallroad.

ROOK County has gained about 600 in
popuintion in the past year, it han
hed & potable Ingreass In the acreage
of tilled land and in the guantity and
value of farm produce. There has been a

materinl increass In the mnumber of
meat (attle and comresponding re-
duction In the number of sheep.

Its mining Industry, still In its Infancy,
has made gratifying progrese. Mercantile
trade has been better than ever before
The lumber business has grown with the
local demand. but the abeence of adequate
trapsportation has preventsd the devel-
epment of this iIndustry, as It has also
retarded mining and other lines of en-
depvor. A

This year the Assessor found the value
of farming implements In the county to
be twice as great as It was last year,
and the inerease gince tha assesament
was made baa been greater than it was

cates a marked departure in the direction
of agricultural progress ih Crook County.
it shows & rapid change from the range
stock business to settled farming. That
tendency Is observed (n every part of Lhe
county, but it has been particularly strong
in the western part—on Agency Plains and
in the Squaw Creek country. Irrigation
improvements on the Deschutes, near
Bend, and in the Tumello Valley, will
bring under water servioe nexi season 55-
000 to #0000 acres that has hitherts been
parched and ardd. The significance of this
statement may be apprecinted whea It ia
understood that the Assessor last Spring
found only M08 scres of tilled land In
the whole county. And the superficial
fBrea of Crook County ls more than 6000,-
09 asres

The slackness of the catile market has
given the stockmen some unemsiness, and
several thousand good steers that the
owners would really likke to get rid of wiil
be carried through the Winter. Feeding
tattle over Winter, afler they have once
been in condition for market, knocks the
profits. But the breaking up of big
herds and apreading the stock businesa

be seriously | a " 46,000
Crook County sheep were driven to Call-
fornia and sold last season and several
thousand went to the shambles. Settie-

country Is pressing shoep
out, though we still have 175,000 of them
on the tax rofl

This
ght The tmberiand activity in the
southenstern part of the county has

g

the state since the fssue of the lust New
Year'as Oregonlan that a brief sketch of
ths - fnd history of this county
msy not be out of place here.

In the Spring of 1899, nourly five years
sgo, the County of Wheeler, conaisting
of a strip of territory 85 miles long and
about 35 tes wide, was formed [rom
parts of Crook, Gillam and Grant Coun-
tien, In response to the urgent demand
of the settlers. It assumed its share of
tha debt of the parent counties, amount-
ing to 53,000, To this was added a debt
of about $15000 Mr a Courthouss, record
books and furniture, making a total of
#3000, besides that contracted the year
for ordinary running expenses, In less
than five years, with a smaller averags
tax levy than prevailed In the pareat
countias, Wheeler County has reduced its
delt to 517.000. Surely this speakswolumes
for both the prosperous condition of tha
peaple and the ec jcal manag T
of the county officials

Tne population when the county was
created was about 300; at this Ume it is
probably not quite 3000, Bltuatsd from
5 to 7 miles from a railroad, the Io-
cresos In its popuintion has been mulh
smaller than in many other Oregon coun-
tiza. There 18 now a good praspect of a
raliioad coming te the northern line with-
in the pext year or two, and then thers
will be a great rush for homes. Thera
are still hundreds of thousands of acres
of Government land awalting the home-
steader, snd thousands of acres of ex-
caijent pine timber lands not yet disposed
of by tne Government.

Farmers Will Supplant Stock.

Btockraising—Cattle, sheep and horses—
Is the chief industry of this county, very
Nttle tarming belng Indulged in yet, owing
to the jack of transportation faciiities
Much of the lapd will be farmed, how-
ever, immediately folowing the advent of
the rallrondi. Our farming lands are for
the most part along the foothills, and are
extremely rich, some of the products being
such as to challenge bellef. For instance,
John H. Tiiley, on his homestead 15 miles
southeast of Fossll, which he took up last
year, this year had & squash vine over
100 feet long, which produced IS squashes
that welghed 1200 pounds, or an average of
® pounds each. The largest one of the
15 weighed 158 pounds, mnd wea sent to
the State Fair at SBalem by the writer,
where for several days It was viewed with
amagament by many thousands of people.
These Imenwe squashes wers raised on

eight feat high are not so uncommon &8 o
and peaches welgh-

extencds for about ten miles down Plne
Creek to the John Day River.

Not the lemat of Whesler County’s re-
sources are the Spanlsh Gulch placer
mines, whose Butput this year smounted
to about 330,000

Whesler County is finely watered by the
John Day River, which flows through it
from end to end. and the many springs

usual amount of wiock In the county, there
is the usual amount of mon The First
National Bank, a subatan Institution,
went Into business in Canyon City during
the year, and the Gfant County Bank, a
strong financial concern, has the material
on the ground for a branch bank bullding
in John Day.

The livestock Industry bhas suffored to
some extent from the low prices of cattle.
Only about 5000 head hava been sold, out
of 3150 In the sounty. The sales did not
nearly squal the incremse. Nelther were
sheep sales satisfactory, not above 10,000
head belng marketed from the 300,000
owned by Grant County sheapmen. The
fallure to sell more closely was dus to
cloved tralls and Inck of transportation.
Wool sold well, however, and about 1,550~
W0 pounds were disposed of, mostly to
Eagtern busers, at good fijurea. The home
markst wis alao attractive, and about 3000

| head were 20ld, this number exceeding
| the Increase,

The yield of hay was good, and above
200,000 tops were grown. For obvious rea-
sens the grain acreage was small, but the
few scutlored acres produced abindant
eraps. Wheat ylelded 5 bushels, barley &0
bBushels and oats 75 bushels per acre.

|ny that while there Is more than the

Miners, both quarts and placer, have en- |

joyed vunuspal prosperity. Much naw
groynd has been opened up, the returns
from which must be realized later. Many
hundred thousand dpllars® worth of ma-
chinery bas been hought and instailed for
further work, while many times that som
tn gold has been takew from the minhes.
The ores in the ledges of Grant County
mlso carry good values In sllver, copper
and cobalt. Of still more importance to
tha state |s the recent discovery of a wast
eoal fleid, more than 3 miies in lenogth
and five miles in width

Excele in Fine Fruit.

In the production of Kne fruit the John
Day Valley Is fast winn'ng a wide and
enviabls reputation. The largest apple-
grower in the county prodoced 10000 bush-
els ilast scasnon. This wus, perhaps, one-
tenth of the entire crop. From more than
10 miles on every side people cams for
frult. Peaches, pesrs, pluma and prunes

forest reserve withdrawals awalt develop-
ment whén tha Interior Department de-
fines itd policy.

The work of storing the head waters of
the Jéhn Day River for the dévelopment of
its magnificent water power has aiready
bégun. Franchises, county and municipal,
have been secured and an electric lighting

syntem will be In oparation in Prairie City.

by the time this reachew the public.

Tha locomotive on the Bumpter Valley
Raflroad etands panting on the tHreshold
of the county. Also the right of way s
being clenred for an electric road. which
will be constructed next year.

Buot the actval achievements are but an
Insgnificant part of the possibilities. In-
dustries are langulahing for want of an
outlet for theélr products. Where one acre
i producing now, hundreds might be made
to do so, If there wers marksta. Muoch
fruit pecished where It grew, and one-
fourth of the apple crop rotted on the
ground. A cannery, locsted in the copter
of the frult belt, would stimulate the in-
dustry and make good profits from the
gtart. For every mine now In sucoeasful
operation there would be & score, with
transportation for the ore.

But capital and transportation will come.
The John Day Valley lles along the dirsct
route of a transcontinental line to Port-
ijand and leads the way on water-level
lines the [ron borse of commerce will at
no distant date tear through this gquiet
valley in his race againat time, And, after
the manner of Glipin‘a admirer, “may I
be thare to see.™

C.

John Day, Dec. 18

J, MINTOSH.

HOTEL METROPOLE.

{_ Th~ Golden Rula Hotel at Pendleton, to
be known hereafter as the Hoted Metropole,
kas been transformed Into & modern how-
telry, that compares with the first-class
noteln of the state. Mr. T. K./ Beard, the
owner, has spared no expense in remodel-
ing and refurnishing the house. All the
modern sonveniences have baen installed,
including steam. heat, sjpctric lights and
baths. Fifty-two elegantly furnished
apartments are now at the disposat of the
public, ¢lther single or en suolte, and with

or without bath. Mr. H. E Bilckers, who
was formatbly superintandent of the Stato
Reform School, ia the lesses and pro-
prietor, and the growing popularity of the
botel i» due In 2 greatl measurs to the
personal attention he gives to all the de-
partments of the hotel The dining-riom
In large and pleasant. All the dellcacies
of the market are served and the cusine
ie always palatable. The Jobby has been
enlarged to double the =ize and ls alwnyw
crowded with commercial travelers and
Euests.

HOTEL PENDLETON.

Theroughly Modern--Telephone
Every Room.

Cnder the management of Messra. Van
Dran Brothera, the Pendleton Hotsl has
become one of the leading hotels of the
Northwest. The popularity attained fa
due In a large measure to the affablencss
and geninlity of the proprietors and to
their desire to plesss the traveling public,

The hote] is lighted by electricity and
beatad by steam throughout, and lacks
none of the modern convenlences which
beleng to the firsi-ciass hotel. The rooms,
58 in number, are large and are handsoms-
Iy turnished, being en suits or singles and
with or without bath. BEunch room s In
telephonic communication with the offige,
the system having recently been installed.

A ekilled chetf Is in charge of the oufl-
nary department and the culsine is beyond
eritivism. For the accommodstion of
guests, a buffet Is maintainsd in connss-
tion with the hotel, where the choleest
and rarest wines, liquors and eclgars ste
to be bad. Mr. K. Van Dran has charge
of the office, while his brother, Mr. Georga
P. Van Dran, manages the buffet

Ameriea is now exporting about $7,000.008
worth of shoes a year, of which Great
Hritaln gets one-third,

CITY BREWERY

WILLIAM ROEBCH,
Proprietor.

- Beer From the New Brew-
ery Will Be on Draught
MAY 1st.

PENDLETON, OREGON
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