cludad) for the year
just endel were
about 12,000,000 busb-
els. This amount
has beon exoeodsd
several times In the
past, but on account
of the higher prices
prevalling this soea-
pon, ths met Te-
turns from the crop
“will probably be very close to the best on
wecord. Unfavorable wedther last Bpring
materially cul down the wheat yileid of
ot Oregon and Washington, idaho alons
A the North Facific States showing &
gool yidd last year. The shartage of
the three staies as compared with the
wiald of 00 was between L000,0X and .-
W0000 boshels. Om account of the O. R &
2. Nnes traversing that portion of Wash-
fngion whare the best crop was produced,
the shipments from Portiand for the sen-
pon: will show & much llghter decrease
than = noticeabls from Puget Sound.
Toe &op of tha Willamette Valley last
gear was alightly better than its prede-
weesor, &nd ths gquality was uniformly
wood.

On secount of the Heght crop and the
Thet that the greater part of the crop of
N8 moved out prior to January 1, the
shipments for the calendar year were
moch lighter than usual They were suf-
Octently hekvy, however, aa will be seen
by tables printsd elmewhere, to excesd
those of any other port on the Pacific
Cosst by n margin of “over 2600000
Pushels The most striking festure of
the graln trade of 158 was the ‘mmenws
demand for bhoth wheat and fiour from the
Orient for in the past six months the
sbipements from Portland for Japan end
China have broken all former records, the |
Sour shipments from Fortland to Oriental
ports belng thres times as large as for &
corresponding period in the previcus sea-
son, while wheat shipments to Japan
ave amounted 10 more than 50,000 bHush-
ais The lxht wheat crop in Californis
was insufficlent to enable Californis miil-
or® to pecure enough wheat to supply the
demandy for flour, and the exporters of
thes Bay City wers unabls to meet ton-
page engugements with the ecanty stocks
available. This forced them to come
North for supplies, and Oregon deslers
shilpped over L0000 bushels to California
at figures ranging well above the export
wvalue of the cereal

Year of Cheap Tonnage.

Newer in .ué history of the grain busi-
oo out of North Pacific ports has the
trade enjoyed mo long A period of eheap
ocean freights end throughout the entire
year it was posaibls to ship wheat to
Burope at & figure below the sctual cost
of moving vesstls. The terrific slump In
rates to Europe, also affected the Orien.
tal freights, and despite the fact that of-
feringe for the far East were heavier than
they bave ¢ver been In any previous year,
ratos have ruied lower than ever before,
fiomr in some oases being carrisd from
Portland to Hong Kong at the rate of
$240 ver tom. As anll of the decline in
freights has gome to the wheatgrowers,
the dimadvantages of & poor wheat crop
have In & large messure been overcoms
by Tho inaressed jrofits on what was pro-
doced.

It is yel too early to ascertsin ths ex-
mot figures ofi the Orogon crop. as much
of it 1= yot in the Interfor, but from pres
«ant Indications It will be about 30,000,000
"Dusthels, possihly a littls more The Wil-
lametts Valley which first gave Oregon' a
Tepuiation as & wheat state has been
gradumally driftng into diversified farm-
tng o that it mey be said to have reached
its limit In wheat productiom, but the
yossibilities for development in other por-
Wons of the siate are still very great
“Fhis s sspecially true of the Central Ore-
gon dstrict, which s to be opened up for
Profuction by the extensiom of the Co-
Jumbla Bouthern Rallreed during the com-
Bng Bummer, and by the road project from
JArfiogton out through Gilllam County.'
Both of these roads will open up distriots
wasceptible of produsing & larges amoust
of wheat soms estimates of the amount
pomtible ufier favorable clrcumstances
when the country becomes fully’ devel-
oped, placihng it ns high as 8000000 bushels
Arithout laking into consideration the irri-
gatad lants of the district traversed by
ithe projected ronds

Big Cargoes of Flour.

In the flour trade, Portland's record for
the year just closed I o remarkable one,
The exporiers of this city not only shipped
wore four than they have ever shipped
Pefore, dut they shipped more big cargoes
of this commodity than have ever been
aidpped fromm any *other port on earth
Incinded in this list of bilg cargoes was
that of the steamship Algoa, which ex-
oeeded by over 1i0 barrels that of any
other four cargo ever carried to ses. [t
amountad W over SO0 darrels, mad, In
sddition, the steamer carried 0 toms of
wheat The Oriental four trade of the
Pacific Coast was practically started by
the Portland Flouring Mills Company, of
this clty, and they have never lost thelr
bold on jt. The demards of the far Eust-
arn buyors have been o heavy that the
Fortiand firm has been continpally adding
0 Itz system of mills in Oregon and
Weabington until it now conifuls plants

haing an aggregate output of nearly
.00 barrels per duy, and will at once )
commencs work on an addition to the |
Portand mill, which will imerease {ts |
eapuoity from MO barrels per day to 4500 |
basrels, thus making it the largest mill |
oh the Pacific Coast. .i

it the Criental flour trade incresses os

mpidly in the next ten years as It Bas | inolement weather just befure the tme | could not be enforesd. In the Suprems

ning to use flour as & regular articls of
food.

QOregon does not produce very much bar-
ley, but handles the larger portion of tha
crop of that cereal that la grown in the
State of Washington, the bariey distriot
lying along the lines of the O. R. & N.
Co., which are tributary to Portiand. The
industry i & comparatively new one In
Washington, and this year, for the first
time the forelegn oxports of the ceareal
from Portland are in excess of 1,000,000 |
bushels, with a conmiderable amount yet |
to come forward. The detalls of the |
wheat, bariey and flour shipments, as well |
as those from Puget Sound, will be found
in the tables printed elmwhers

BIG PROFIT ON HOPS.

Year's Crop Worth Nearly $32,000,-
000, Oregon Leading Worid.

OPGROWERS of Oregon have found
the year 1808 very profitable. both in
financia| returna from the crop, and

in the Improvement of conditions under
which the grower works. At s time whon
only about half of the total erop haa
been marketed, the total yleld for the

state 1= estimated at 00 bales of 15
pounds each, or 480000 pounds. The
avernge price received up o D

!

.

to demonstrate beyond ressconable ques-
tion that, in order to profect a hopyard
aghinst the danger of mold, the , rower
must apray his vines at the proper season.
The results of this season's work have
shown that where hopvines were thor-
oughly sprayed there was no Injury from
mold, but where they were not sprayed
the . damage was the greatest. Some
|j"nr(h not sprayed suffered no injury,
| but the results ma a whole have jeft no
| doubt as to the mecessity for sprivying Iin
| order to make n yard proof against mold
In muoy secasons the spraying will prove
to have been unnccessary, but when the
unfavornble sezson comes the grower
who qprays fa sure of a clean crop. In
other ‘words, spraying hias been proved to
be a profitable form of Insurance agalnst
damage from inclement weather.

One-Sided Contracts Invalid.
The other great event ia the hopgrowing
industry this yeur was iwo decisions of
the courts, in which growers won out
in suits with dealers. The suits grew out
of hop contracis of a form that has been

PROFIT ON_ONE HOPYARD.
Acres prodJucing ........
Crop ralsed, pounds 16,048
Gross selling prioe at 354%e....54000.73
Cost of prodwetion ..... . 119242
Net profit ......ss ol B 285901
Profit per acre

L waes about ¥ cents, and the outlook is
favorable for an advance rsther than «
decline. At this price. the total return
to the growers will be JL000000. At an
averags estimate made by growers who
take good care of thelr yards and hire
all thsir work done the cost of production
i» sbout § cents n pound, so that the net |
profit to the grower is JLT76.000. As prac-
tically all of the crop i» sold outside of |
the stats, and production requlres no ex-
penditures of consequence outmide of uui
state, the bop crop ls practically a total f
prodit financially to Oregon.

Oregon Leads the World.
Oregon has become the leading hop- |
producing state in America, and the Ore- |
gon kop has galued an excellent repyty.
tion among Mewers of this country and |
England. The sstimated yield of hops in |
thin country in INGis n» fellows:

WRSHINEION «vvvorerersrsinneranses 30,000 Dales ’
|

Toulal erop of Unlted States 215,000 bajes
The United Stntes ia this year one of
the leading hop-producing countries of
the worlkl. The favomable condivions of
climate and soil which prevail in Oregon, |
and which have forced o steady and:
beslithful growth in the hop industry, big
falr to make Oregen one of the best- |

kncwn hop-preducing sections on thel

globe.
Benefits of Spraying.
Two svents of the past year have been
of immeasurable benefit to the hopgrow-
iog Industry in Oregon. A shott period of |

| empty sack™
| the average,

proveseasyveesy
bresessesesesasd

4

in use In this state for years. The con-
tracts were so drawn that, according to
the striet enforcement of them, the
grower could be compellsd to deliver his
hops at the price stipulated, but the dealer
could not be compelled 1o recelve them.
Under such contracts growers were forced

10 deliver I the price tfemalned
|good or odvancad, while i walues
| dspreciated the dealers rejected the

hops and left the growers to bear

the loas. There WwWers many axcep-

tions to this rule, but thes Instances in
which the growers were Wpft “‘hoiding the
wers 80 numerous that, on
the hop Industry was Dot
profitable o the grower. The heavy ax-
penpe incident to the harvesting of the
crop compelled a large proportion of the
growers to borrow money for pleking ex-
penses, and thls money was most easily
procured from dealers upon oantracts of
sale. The sults decided this year grew
out _of contracts by which tha grower
agreed to sell his hops at sbout Il cents,
but st the time the bops were ready for

} HOP CROP OF OREGON IN 1503 1
Total yisld, pounds .........}0800000 ¢

Avernpe price, U ...i..0- 20
LU IR T R——— . L X
Profit to STOWSI ....conea e SLTTROGO o

deltvery the price had advanced and the
growoer refused to consider the contract

resulted, In the Circuit Court It was held
that the contract and

in the past ten years, even the increas- for plcking csused mold 10 appear In | Court the guestion whether the contrast

fng yield of wheatl In the Paclfie North-

some yards that had been poorly cared

was unilatera] was not passed upon. for

west will be insuficlent to admit of any-" for, and the hops were slightly damaged | the decision was In favor of the grower

thing more going to the Egropean mill-
ers, and oversthing that Is not reguired
for bome consumption will be sant agross
the Ploific In the form of Cour for the

in & few yards the damage was 50 great
that the hops would well for only ¥ cents
per pound, which was llttle more than the
cost of production. While

the gquantity
of hopa thus injursd was

comparativeisy . repudiate .a contmagt made
mmmmmumlnl&thI&lm—ﬂlmuMMamh

vpon the point that the contracts were
executory, and could not be enforeed by
replevin. The good resulting from thess
suils was not that It emabled

form of comtract In use, and now the con-
tracis are so framed as tc be binding
upon both the grower and dealer. This
change piaces the bopgrowing industry
upon a much better business basis.
8kill and Weather Affect Resuits.
As with every other eaterprise, thas
profits of hopgrowing vary with the char-
soter of the land upan which the hops
ara grown, the skiil of the grower, and
the fuctuation of the hop markst. A
hopyard may be operated upon a plan
which will kesp expenses down to the ex-
treme limit, but the yieid ‘will not be the
best, and there will be danger of damage
from mold in case of Iaclement weather
late in the Summer. As stated above, the
highest estimate of the cost of production
Is 10 centa & pound. This estimate bas
been madsa by H, J. Ottenhzimer, who
hirea all his work done, pays good wages,
kesps his yards in perfect cordition and
| spares no reasonable expense that prom-
lses to tmprove the qualliy of his prod-
uct. There are quite a number of growers
who conduct their yards on that plan.
There are others, owning smaller yards,
who do the work themselves during most
of the year, anll who eclalm to be abla

to eut the expense of w‘ndur.ﬂun down to
6§ or 7 cents a pound, It may be stated
25 o general .rule that the grower who
Incurs a greater expense, without being
extravagant, harvests a relatively larger
or batter erop. Ten cents a pound as the
cost of production fs an outside figurs, and
§ or 7 centas fa Jower than the average
growar can produce hops. FProbably an
avernge cost of production from year to
year would be about § cents a pound.

Experience of Leading Growers,
Flgures have been published avery year
showing the financla] resuits of bopgrow-
Ing In Oregon. The Sulem Statesman ls
authority for the following- figures show-
Ing what has been done In some of the
best-known yards In ‘this vicinity this

year:

One of the greatest hop yards of tis
valley Is owned by Krebe "Bros., hop
dealers of this city. This year they har.
vested hope from 4 acres of land, but
have not advanced sufficlently with the
ballag to find the yi=ld per acre. But the
sverage yield, year =sfter yearn Is 1000
pounds per acre, which would give them
24,000 pounds of hops, and their yards
are first-ciass, os they are growers of

» long experience and undarstand the bBusi-
| ness. Hops are now worth at least 1§

cents per pound, maRking the walue of

sold thelr crop from I35 acres of lund foe
000, at 6% cents per pound.

T. A. Livesley & Co._  of Salem, own
yard of 112 acres an he river bottom lan
four miles southwest of Salom. This yard
yielded this year 200 per acre average,
worth 1560 at 5 centa per pound. The coat
of producing the hops was § cents per
pound, or @0 per acre. Thelr cledr profit
was therefore 3T pér acre this year, or
B5L45% on the ynrd: Not a bad (ncome.

Catiin & Linn harvested fhis yYear 9
bales of hopa from 44 acres at Salt Creek
in Poik County. The cost of ralsing and
putting thetn In the Bale “man § cents per
pound. They can be soid today atr 39%%
cents, or IT% cenis A pot  d proft, or a
profit of $12,003 for the yard.

A statement {rom thelr book on the erop
of jast year on their sight-acre yard near
Jeffermon, follows:

New poles for trellls ..ccsvciensenaed 128
BN . oo ixriirir e vy CEEL ;|
Cultivating expense s
Materinl for spraying LR -1
Labor, sprayiog b s 15,00
Repulrs on bop house and eres 430
Sewing twine. buriap fnd wood. Th42
Picking 13554 boxes at Sdc..... [ 8
Labur, dryer and yard help ...... 1835
Imiurance and Interest on plcking

n or labor during plcking.... 0
Labor, BAlIng ROPE ....covvvvrnsnensss D

Total ...oieene 365 ase e T S vl $isa

Bold 16046 pounds met bops at IJlc
09T

Net profit, 255931,

Per ncre, L

H. J. Ottenheimer harvested 360 pounds
per acre from & portion of his yard south-
west of Salem. He estimated the coast of
production at 10 cents per pound Net
profit 15 cents per pound, or $2 per acre.

The greater portion of this yard yleided
about 200 pounds per acre.

Average Yield In Valley.

As stated above these figures are from
the results obtained by some of the mast
suoccessful growers, who are owners of the
best yards. The average yiald in the
Wit umette Valley lr estimated to be 1000
pounds per acre. At anaverage of 5 cents
per pound, the cost of production Is 350
per sore. At 20 cents a pound, which bas
been the avernge selling price up to the
presant (me, the gross return s 300 per
acre, and the net return 1 per acre An
averaged-sized hop yard is sbout 3 nores.
While some growers raigsed 2000 pounds per
acre and sold at the lop price, 55 cents a
pounil, a few rilsed an inferior hop and
sold very close to the cost of production,
There is good money in hopgrowing for
the man who goes Into It with inteiligence
and who exercises good judgment In sell-
ing. but, as In every other ocoupation,
there are men who fall entlrely,

At present prices of real estats, land
suitable for planting a hop yard may be
had far from $30 to 5100 per acre, according
to location and quality of seil. The cost
of setting out a yard and cuitlvating It
during the Srst year, when po crop s
harvested, !s about 510 per acre. Soms
may do better than this, but the Initial
investment will be not much jess than
$183 per acre.  OGood upland may he pur-
chised at from 30 to $0 per acre, and
rich bottom land at from 150 to 3100 per
ncre.

Opportunity for More.

It cannot be sald that there Is = great
opportunity for engaging in hopgrowing
In Oregon, There is abundant epportunity
for the man who can make & success of
the business. As every one knowa, the

their crop today §55,50. The average cost
of production they have found to be §
cents per pound, but this sesson, on ag-
count of the high wages and the high
price of picking, the cost was 10 cents per
pound, or $2L4. Therefors thelr total
profit for the year from 2 acres Is
$2800. But Kreba Bros, wers not patis-
fled with this. They operated on ths
grounds, & restaurant, grocery store, Te-
freshment stand, mest market and dance
hall, all of which netted them a profit of
two-thirds of the cost of picking, or §iS,
which increases thelr profits for the year
to HLEM, 3 profit of over 35 from each
acre of ground.

They conalder the Investmant for each

acre:

Trellis and fence ..... 5,00

Phnrlriﬁ S ieaishaguding. §

Cultivating first year !

PIOWIDE ..cossisscessnsinn » cestore Ll

Dry BUND ...crevernnssranssrsnsansnssnnsss SO0
LR coecrmmirarrrre  spunsestsssumens $187.75

Thus they receive this year 130 per cent

on the money Invested Last year they

demand for hops is limited by the con-
| sumpiion of deer. The supply from yeur
| to year just equals the demand, though in
| some years there s a surpius and some-
| times & deficlency. A very great Increass
| in the acreage of hops would mean an
overproduction and a consequent slump in

prices, Statigtics of hop production have
| shown that In New York and In England
and some other hop-producing countriess,
the acreage Is steadily decreasing, while
in Oregon It I8 Increasing. The climate
and goll of Oregon seem to be wonderfully
adapted to hop production and there Is
every reason to belleve that the industzy
will continue to grow in Oregon. There is
an increased acreage this year and there
will be opportunity for & moderate in-
cresse again next year. The world's
supply of hops ls now short and barely
sufficient to supply the consumptive de-
mand, so that thers will bé no great
earry-over stock, Under these circum-
~ stances the outlook for prices next year la

very good and there is no doubt that hop-
growing will continue to be a profitable
industry in this state.

WATERSHED OF COLUM

BIA

‘. Wheat, Grazing a:aﬂ Mining Country
Watered by River’s Great Tributaries.

g TRETCHING wsouthward from the
S Columbia River for the whole dis.

tance that It forma the northern
boundary of the atatle east of the Cas-
cnde Mountalns Is a tler of countles which
is given up mainly to graingrowing. They
rise to a high plateau In the central part
of Bastern Oregon and are drained by the
Deschutes, John Day and Umatilla
Rivers and several smaller streams which
rise in the mountains In Crook, Wheelsr
and Grant Counties and in ths maln rungs
of the Biue Mountlaing End fow north-
ward into the Columbia.

Btockraleing and borticulture  take =
secondary place among the industries of
the counties immedlately bordering on thy
QColumbia. In the tler further south, in
which the streams have thelr sources,
. stockralsing Il the maln ndustry, with
haygrowing as o tributary, except that in
Grant County, mining rises to Arst placs
in the western spur of the Blue Moun-
tains.

The maln tributarfes of the Columbis
in this territory are being drawn upon for
water for extensive frrigation enterprises
and to furnish power for the mines and
for the other nascent industries which
will gse the mw products.

LAND OF WHEAT FIELDS.

Sherman County, Which Was a Wil-
derness But Yesterday.

—_—

jmoderate rainfall, sufficlent for the growth
of crops. There are no very marked ex-

tremes of heat or cold, and the dreaded |

cyclone and bllzzard of the Middle West
are unknown. The Winters are not severe,
| an stock of all kinds can be wintered out.
During the Bummer the heat Is not oppres-

snow-capped Cascade Mountalne Insures
|eoci nights, daring which the most resi-
less can sleep. There are no moaquitoes
! or other pests of that kind. In the Fall the
weather s {deal—calm and bright. Ma-
| larin s unknown, and persons affected
soon get well, whiles those suffering from
pulmonary diseases find prompt relief.

Wheat the Staple Produoct.

Eherman County preduces all the hardy
crope—wheat, oats, rye, barley, etc., etc.
| Wheat, however, in the staple product,
| and to it Bherman County owes her pros-
perity. Last year, which was by no moans
& Evod season, there were 0,000 acres
under wheat, the aggregats yield from
which was 2,550,000 bushels, worth last Oc-
tober 70 cents per bushel, represonmting &
total value of $1.645.000, & very falr Income
for a county that 12 or 15 years ago was
|an uncultivaged . and unfenced tract of
waving busch grass. The yield of wheat
fs steadlly increasing, as new jand ia

it is a good plan to take
after Bummer fallow,
crope ln three

,izsgesfn

;

sive, and the west wind blowlng over ths |

Bnes, worth 5000 cach, were bought by
EBherman County farmers last season.
All Kinds of Livestock.

Horses, cattlé, sheop and hogs all do
| wall. Young stock runs at lnrge on the
Government range durlng open weather
{and are turned in to the straw stacks, Jeft
| on the grain fleids, when there happens to
be anow an the ground.

Fowls of all kinds do remarkably well,
and svery farmer hns his flock of chivk-
ens, turkeys, e#tc., etc, and finds a ready
sale for his surplus.

Peaches, apples, cherries, plums apri-
cots nnd all fruits, except citrus, can be
ralsed to perfection. There are some largs
orchards on the Columbia River that ahip
quantities of frult East sach year. Almost
every farmer raises onough [rult for his
own consumption and to spare.

Railroads in Two Directions.

The Columbia Bouthern Rallroad trav-
ernes the length of the county from north
to south, while the Oyegon Railroad &
Navigation Company's line forms the
northern boundary. The longest haul by
wagon from any point to elther of these
lines does not exceed ten milea and there
is an excellant system of county roads.

Moro 8 the county seat, situated on the
Columbin Southern Rallroad about the
center.of the county. It has a population
of 0 and is an up-to-date town In every
sense of the “word, with a sewer system,
electric lights, waterworks, three churches,

Valley, ten miles south of Motp, is also
up-to-date, with several brick’ bulldings
mad a §10,000 brick schoolhouse. Wasco,
about the mame distance north of the
county seat. rivals Moro (n sise, build-
Ings and enterprise

The county has six benks and the tax
roll for INE amounted to nearly 30000,
all of which has beenpaid. The county ls

free from debt and every warrant Is
worth lts face value.
Openings for Immigrants.

Men of lzrge capital can flnd a wide
feld for operationa There are manufac-
tures. and the water power oa the Jobn
Day and Deschates ia going to waste
Mon of msall capital caanct do t_..n-
than buy a wheat farm. Prices of lsnd

a fne courthouse fres from debt Grans |

are ridiculoualy low, good land golng at
from $0 to 520 an acre, land just as good
ns that of older counties sells for #O to
$£0. Farmers that have purchassd land
In this county have moatly done well, and
| we challenge any locality of equal size
| in the United States for as many men who
carry check books, with money behind
them in the bank, as our Bherman County
whentralsere. Labor of al] kinds finds a
falr remunerntion and farm hands ure at
a premivm during harvest Womon and
gir'z to do housswork can scarcely be
found at all and can earn from M 1o M08
per week. M. FITZMAURICE.
Moro, Dee. 1K

NO MORE A ‘‘COW COUNTY."

Giliiam Ranks Among Wheat-Pro-
ducers, but Needs a Rallroad.

ES8T In point of general progresa has
been the year just pessed in GHlllam
County. While other seasons may have
produced heavier yiclds of cersals per
acre and the numbsr of sheep and cat-
tle on the ranges is gradoally diminish-
ing, the county has never before moved
forward with such speed as it has dur-
ing 1963
Gilllsam ean no longer be numbered
among the “cow counties.” It has passcd
through that stage of its development
from a primeval to & productive com-
munity and taken its piace ambng the
blg wheat-producing counties of the In-
land Empire From one and ons-half
mililon to two million bushaels
our average annual! crop and the lamd
has only been tickled—merely scratchad,
The sofl and climatz are here to more
than quoadruple the present yield when
the Iatent resources are once fully des

velo) i
i Growth of Condon.

A good index to the progress of tha
county Is to be found in the phenomejal
growth of Condon, the countywsat
town. during the past Bummer.
April. the town bas easlly doul n
popuintion and bnﬂu_.l A




