
WILLAMETTE VALLEY ABOUNDS IN VARIED RICHES
WHERE GRAIN, HOPS, FRUIT, MINERALS, DAIRY AND MANUFACTURES A PROSPEROUS PEOPLE.

In between the Cascade and
SHUT Ranees of mountains, with the

Range on the south as the
iource of its main tributaries, the "Willam-

ette Valley is a lone, broad stretch ot
as fertile land as the world holds. As
the primeval forest was laid low it gave
place to farms which have extended year-

ly farther into the foothills east and
west, and the river banks are thickly
studded with growing cities. Here grain,
fruit, livestock, hops and many manufac-rare-s

mingle with lumbering to enrich
the people. It is a land of plenty without
rival.

MULTNOMAH COUNTY.

Smallest but Most Populous in Ore-

gon, Having Portland in Center.

County, though the
MULTNOMAH county in Oregon, is
the smallest, having an area df

of territory, extending along the south
bank of the Columbia river from the
summit of the Cascade Mountains on the
east to the summit of the rugged hills
which shut in the "Willamette Valley on
the west Its total length Is 44 miles, and
it ranges in width from six to 15 miles,
carrying with the windings of the Colum-

bia. Its southern boundary is a straight
east and west line dividing it from
Clackamas County.

This county had in 1900 a population of
141,765, the great bulk of which, of course,
was in the City of Portland. The as-

sessed valuation of property in 1903 was
551,038,000, an increase over that for 1902

of $1,215,020. This is only about 40 per cent
of the actual value. There are 201 miles
of railroad and 304 miles of telegraph and
telephone line. The county is divided into
62 school districts, which have 92 school-house- s.

The county has no bonded debt, and its
floating debt in the shape of Interest-bearin- g

warrants on January 1, 1904, is esti-
mated at $335,330, a decrease of $187,133 in
the year 1903. The expenses in 1903, as
shown by warrants issued, were $256,809,

lor all purposes, as compared with $413,375

in 1902. The amount of warrants paid in
1903 was $473,942, as compared with $307,752

in 1902, so that the county is making rapid
progress toward a cash basla This im-
provement has been aided to a large ex-

tent by increased revenue. The receipts
for 1903 were $467,708, of which $412,876 was
from taxes and $54,832 from fees, while
the total for 1902 was $400,290, of which
$354,771 was from taxes and $45,519 from
lees. This still leaves $100,000 in reduced
debt to be credited to economy.

Every one of the varied industries which
thrive in Oregon may be found in Multno-
mah County. Lumber, fruit, grain, flour,
fish, dairy products and every manufac-
ture known to the Pacific Coast region are
found here. A great city is fed by a rich
agricultural country, which still has much
left to send to the outer world.

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

Land of Diversified Crops None of
Which Have Failed.

closing year has been the most
in the history of this old-

est of Oregon counties. The same attrac-
tions which led the first comers to prefer
the Tualatin Plains in the '30s '40s and
'60s are now bringing immigration to this
region, which has never been advertised
except as its merits have spoken for it.
Of the 40 per cent increase In population
since the last census more than half has
been during the past 12 months, and De-
cember 31 sees fully 20,000 inhabitants.
Real estate has sold readily at fair prices
and more transfers have been recorded
than In the preceding two years, A no-

table feature Is the dividing into smaller
tracts of the large farms. Twelve hundred
acres have been added to the tillable Jand
and that in cultivation has Increased one-lour- th

in value.
Not one crop has failed; every product

has shown gain. A million pounds of
hops, 500,000 bushels of onions, as many
potatoes, a like amount of cabbage, two-thir-

of 1,000,000 pounds of dairy products,
the same number of dozens of eggs, 1,500,-0-

bushels of cereals, 100,000 bushels of
apples and pears, 50,000 pounds of prunes,
200,000 quarts of strawberries, 150,000
pounds of grapes, 75,000 tons of the best
bay, 60,000 barrels of flour, 60.000 pounds
of wool, and 24,000.000 feet of lumber cut
by Its 24 mills these are the more impor-
tant items in the .year's yield and estab-
lish the county's claim to lead In diversi-
fied farming.

The establishment of two mnir con-
densers, one at Forest Grove and the
other at Hlllsboro, with a combined dally
capacity of 200,000 pounds, means that the
13,000 cows of "Washington County can-
not supply this demand with the cream-
eries still running and that larger herds
must be kept the coming season.

The public schools were never so well
organized, teachers wages have risen 10
per cent, school buildings have been Im-
proved and beautified, apparatus and li-

braries added, and longer terms held.
Mne rural mail' routes have been estab-
lished, over 400 additional telephones in-
stalled, mainly on farmers' lines, andmany new lodges and granges in country
communities are making the farm home
as convenient and desirable as a city
residence. The 2500 dwellings in thecounty a year ago have been increased
by 800, and more than $250,000 has beenspent In buildings and Improvements, in-
cluding the two milk condensers and four
lumber mills.

Three electric railways are confidently
expected to come this way before anotherFall, the City & Suburban over the
Fourth-stre- et line of the Southern Pa-
cific, which is soon to be abandoned fora cut-o- ff opening new territory in thiscounty, as It connects the West Side, Yam-
hill and East Side divisions; the Port-
land Railway Company, by extension ofIts line over the steelbridge now building to the Heights; andthe proposed "West Side & Suburban,, re-
cently transferred to a Portland corpora-
tion to Insure the early construction re-quired by its franchises. And then theLewis and Clark Exposition means morepeople in the metropolis who must get
their fruit, garden truck, poultry anddairy products from this county, whosesix wagon roads into Portland are dally
traveled with the products of "Washington
County's farms, orchards, yards and gar--
d(Sm AUSTIN CRAIG.

Hlllsboro, Or., Dec 17.

YAMHILL COUNTY.

Great Variety of Products and Many
New Manufacturing Plants.

YAMHILL COUNTY during the past
been more occupied In mak-

ing good and secure the improvements of
previous years than undertaking new en-
terprises. Yet in many respects the county
has made more real progress than In any
previous year in Its history.

The wheat crop, although of excellent
quality and yield per acre. Is less than
half of the big crops of former years, for
the farmers have turned their attention to
other products dairying, hops, prunes,
etc. The hop crop will reach 7500 bales,
prunes ISO carloads. Dairying is nearly
universal, but so new that statistics would

be a mere guess. The oat crop Is large,
nearly 1,009,000 bushels.

At least $250,000 has been brought Into
the county, and Invested In homes by
Eastern people. The Increase in the busi-
ness of the two banks here for the year is:
Loans. Bonds, etc $141,682
Deposits 181.475
Resources 190.179

The local Insurance association has writ-
ten over $7000 new policies this, year, ag-
gregating over $2,500,000, making a total
membership of 30,000, with a total insur-
ance of $15,500,000.

At Dayton there Js an extensive fruit-dryi-

establishment that has shipped 5
carloads of dried fruits and vegetables of
the finest quality.

From North Yamhill 3000 bales of hops
were shipped this year, and 200 tons of
prunes. The tile factory has shipped 50
carloads of Its product and 300 carloads
of clay. The coal mine being opened near
there is expected to have a sufficient
amount on hand soon to induce the rail-
road company to build a spur to the
mine

McMinnville has added several new resi-
dences and several hundred to the popu-
lation.

Probably the greatest progress made in
the county, and possibly in the "Willamette
Valley, Is in the rustling town of New-ber- g.

There have been built during the
past season and are now in course of con-
struction more good homes In Newberg
than in any two previous years of its his-
tory. The prune crop of that part of the
county will Amount to about 150 carloads;
the two gristmills are rushed to their ut-
most, running night and day; the handle
factory, which is doing a. large business,
has had to enlarge its plant in order to
supply the demand for It3 output of all
kinds of tool handles the sash and door
factory and creamery are doing welL The
C. K. Spaulding Logging Company is ar-
ranging to put in a sawmill of 100,000 feet
dally capacity. The Newberg Pressed
Brick Company has been crowded to Its
utmost capacity to supply the demand for
its ware, and is now enlarging its plant so
as to treble its capacity. The city is build-
ing a railroad track to the river, two miles
long, for the benefit of the manufactur-
ing Interests. The Newberg Furniture
Company has been unable to supply the
demands of the trade and is now building
a large furniture factory, which will em-
ploy a large number of men. On the basis
of the number of school children in school
at the time of the last census and the
number now, the population is estimated
at not less than 1800, or nearly twice what
it was four years ago.

Over 400 new telephones have been put In
in this county in the last year. The
phones and lines are owned and operated
by the people. Ten miles of gravel have
been put on the county roads.

Hon. M. B. Hendrick, who has been in
active business in this county for 51 years,
says: "The people have never been In a's
good condition financially in the history
of the county as at the present time."

J. C. COOPER.
McMinnville, Dec IS.

MARION COUNTY.

Hops and Prunes the Chief Products-Go- od

Roads Fact.

CC .fc 3AM and Eve lost paradise; we
rha.ve found it" This is the mot-

to that has been adopted by Salem .'and
Marion. County , during the past year.
The right to assert the claim thus ex-

pressed has been earned in the 60 years
of effort by which an industrious peq-pl- e

have made homes of peace and com-
fort In one of the most favored valleys
upon which Nature has bestowed her

1mbst lavish gifts.
Out of debt, possessed of first-cla- ss

public buildings, well started In the
construction of permanent highways,
and settled by a prosperous people
such' is Marlon County. "With a snug
sum of money .'in the treasury and no
large public expenditures in anticipa-
tion, the county has assurance of con-
tinuing in good financial condition. The
people are taking great interest In the
building of rock-surfac- wagon roads
and with an abundance of rock andgravel at hand, much progress is being
made. In a spirit of thepeople of a community contribute the
labor of hauling the rock, while thecounty furnishes and operates a
crusher and steam road roller, and by
this means one section of the county
after another is being provided withhighways that are firm and smooth at
all seasons of the year. Backing up these
favorable conditions in the county govern-
ment is an industrial wealth the future
of which Is certain.

Marlon Is an agricultural
county. Grain yields from 25 to 40 bushelsper acre, and decreased productiveness
is now being overcome by a system of
rotation of crops. Marlon County pro-
duces some 400,000 bushels of wheat eachyear, and this was sold in 1903 at an aver-
age of 73- cents a bushel, leaving the farm-
ers a splendid profit In the adoption of
more approved methods In farming Ma-
rion County has made great progress in
the last year. N

The last two years have been remark-
ably successful for hopgrowlng and prune-growi-

two industries that have been
firmly established for a number of years.
Many a hopyard produced enough hops
last year to pay for the land they grew
upon. There Is scarcely a hopyard in
Marlon County that has a mortgage hang-
ing over It, and many growers have done
so well that they are able to enlarge their
yards considerably. The Marlon County
hop crop amounts to about 30,000 bales,
with a value of about $1,000,000.

Years of experience have proved thatthere is no better place for the growing
of the Italian prune, now becoming known
as the Oregon prune, than in the hills
around Salem. The crop seldom fails and
the fruit is of superior quality. Crops pay
a net profit of from 10 to 20 per cent anda few who made Judicious investments
three or four years ago realized the
amount of their Investments In the net
profits of last year's crop. The success of
this industry has induced farmers to set
out more prune orchards and it is certain
that there will be a great development
in this business. It has been proven thattrees 30 years old are still apparently In
their prime, therefore the Industry prom-
ises good returns through a long period
of years.

During the past year a number ot val-
uable water powers in the eastern part
of this county have been purchased by
capitalists to be developed for manufac-
turing. Through the operations of a prac-
tical flaxgrower and manufacturer it has
been demonstrated that flax of superior
quality can be grown here successfully,
and It Is now assured that a flax manu-
facturing plant will be established in
this part of the valley within the next
two years. Water power being plentiful,
rapid strides will be made in the next
few years in manufacturing of ali kinds.
The output of Salem woolen mills is sold
throughout the Coast and many shipments
are made even to the Atlantic seaboard.

Marlon County presents excellent op-
portunities for the homeseeker from the
East. The county Is traversed by rail-
roads and covered with a network ofwagon roads. Schoolhouses are so close
together that every family in the settled
portion of the county has the advantage
of the public educational system. Unim-
proved land can be purchased at from $5
to $20 per acre and Improved land at
from $20 to 5100. according to location and
character of the soil. In view of the good '

returns farmers are now receiving from
their crops. It would be difficult for a
newcomer to pick out an Improved farm
and purchase it at what it would be con-
sidered a good Investment price. But in
M'prr rnmrnuntlv thnrA m men irn
one reason or another desire to sell, and j
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LUMBER, PRODUCE SUPPORT

THE

"Washington-stree- t

Accomplished

by seeking out such owners of farm land
a newcomer can buy to advantage. A J

great many sales have been made in this
county in the past two years, at "snap"
prices and the purchasers have already
made a good profit on the advance in the
value of the property. Marion County Is
not indulging in a boom, but the records
in the office of the County Recorder show
that there is very healthy activity In all
clases of real estate.

A. "W. PRESCOTT.

CLACKAMAS COUNTY.

Land of Dairy Farms, Great Water
Power, Tall Timber and Factories.

the best evidence ot the
PIOBABLY Clakamas County for the

lies in the fact that the as-

sessable value of all property in the coun-
ty has doubled. This year's tax roll rep-

resents property of the value of $9,000,000,

as against $4,600,000 last year. At the same
time there has been an extensive clear--
ing of land and building of homes by the thghX mldS of'Z Oregon

adver-

many new comers who are locating In Clty Board of Trade whlch has just benthese parts. New and better structures reorganized for active work. It Is corn-ha-

succeeded the primitive buildings In posed of the substantial, wide-awak- e.

the interior of the county that were de-

stroyed by the disastrous forest fire of the
Fall of 1902, with the result that the gen-

eral appearance of the county has been
much Improved In this respect

Clackamas County now has a population
of 30.000, a growth of 2D00 during the year
just closed. Crops of all kinds this year
have been In excess of those of recent
years. Employment was never more plen-
tiful nor wages more remunerative. "With
these conditions, the natural product Is
a more contented and prosperous state of
affairs than the county has know In
years.

Clackamas County contains 1.180,000

acres, of which only SL4S4 acres are under
cultivation. Over 60,000 acres of the finest
timber lands In the "West are within this
county. General farming Is carried on
profitably, although the average Clacka-
mas County agriculturist does not devote
his energies to growing any one crop. Di-

versified farming, rather than exclusive
grain culture is followed, and the results
are far more satisfactory. Good farming
lands may be purchased at prices rang-
ing from $15 to $50 per acre.

witn i.u.v,wv acres oi umDerea or
splendid grazing lands. Clackamas County
Is an ideal section for the dairyman. The i

dairy industry has grown amazingly in
the last year. The county also contains a !

large acreage that discloses rich mineral
deposits. These await development 'Of
almost inestimable value to the county
are its timber interests, which have
scarcely been disturbed. Fir, spruce,
larch and cedar ofa superior quality
abound, and In future years Clackamas
will be among the foremost counties In
the state In supplying the demands of the
timber trade.

The principal Industry of Clackamas
County Is its manufacturing Institutions.
With its natural and almost Inexhausti-
ble water supply, this. county Is destined
to be the manufacturing center ofthe
Pacific Coast The power awaits utilization,

and with the introduction here of
the needed capital in providing additional
manufacturing institutions will the true
value of the resources of this section be

THE WDXAMETTE

realized. At the minimum low stage of
water, the Willamette Falls at this city
afford 50,000 horse power. By expendln
a few thousand dollars, the Oregon
"Water Power and Railway Company has
generated on the upper Clackamas River
a sufficient water power to operate its
extensive plant and street railway sys-
tem. The topography' of the county Is
such that at little expense, equal power
may be obtained at frequent intervals
along the entire course of the Clackamas
and Molalla Rivers, both of. which are
mountain streams. With these conditions
an idea may be formed of the possibili-
ties of this section as a manufacturing
center. Among the factories at Oregon
City are the woolen mills and two paper
mills, each employing from 300 to 400 peo-
ple. These mills are among the largest
of their kind in the country. The various
manufacturing institutions at Oregon
City have a combined payroll of $40,000
per month.

Clackamas County, together with the
rest of the state, has suffered from the
lack of a proper advertising of its re-
sources in the Eastern States. But the
varied resources and Interests of the

progressive Dusiness men or trie com-
munity who have formulated plans for
extensively advertising the fact that
Clackamas County is not only on the
map, but is in the State of Oregon the
coming state of the Pacilc Coast

J. "W. COCHRAN.
Oregon City, Dec 18.

POLK COUNTY.

Railroad Extension Stimulates Lumber-

ing-Returns From Livestock.

JUDGING from material evidences, It
to say that the

year 1903 has been, the mpst prosperous
and progressive period in the history of
Polk County.

Probably the most important develop-
ment of the year was the construction of
the Salem, Falls Ity & "Western Rail-
road, whlcn was put in operation on
June 1. In the southwestern part of Polk
County, and In the nearby Siletz region
in .Lincoln County, stands the finest body
of, fir timber in Oregon today. The new 'railroad rparhi from ",, t t. jJ?"this timber, and can extended
as the demand for lumber requjres. The
three sawmills at Falls City and vicinity
have been greatly Increased in capacity '
Rlnrf th nftvpTit nf tho ii.j '
have added materially to the - prosperity
of that part of the county. The large
sawmill of the Johnson Lumber Company
at Dallas has also been greatly Improved
and enlarged during the year, and in
March the Independence Lumber Com-
pany, of Independence, began the opera-
tion of a mill of 10.000 feet per day capa-
city at that place. A number of smaller
mills in the mountains and foothills
have been constantly employed In sup-
plying a local demand for fir lumber,
and two new 6awmills, In addition to the
two already in operation, are engaged
in the manufacture of oak lumber.

VAIXEY COUNTRY.

The tendency of the times is to diver-
sified farming. Hbpyards, dairy farms
and fruit orchards abound, and farmers
living in the hill lands find the' raising
of Angora goats especially profitable.
The Polk County Annual Goat Show has
been held regularly since 1893 at Dallas,
and its displays are among the best In
the United States. For many years the
goat breeders have pooled their mohair
and sold it at public auction, and the
price realized last year, 3S cents per
pound, is the highest ever paid fbr' a
pool of the county product When it is
known that $17,645 was realized from the
1903 clip from 15,000 goats, and that 20S,-0-

pounds of wool was pooled and sold
at 17 cents per pound, some Idea of
the Importance of the sheep and goat
industry of the county may be gained.

Polk County Is fortunate In having a
good number of enterprising breeders of
fine stock, and livestock husbandry is
rapidly growing in importance. Th& num-
ber of horses assessed increased from
3669 in 1902 to,4181 in 1903; the number of
cattle from fell to 83o7; the number of
sneep ana goats rum oo.i 10 W,o aua
the number of swine from 43S3 to 5226. In
connection with stockralsing and dairy-
ing, a much larger area is devoted to
the growth of rape, vetch and clover,
and new stock barns and silos are to be
found in all parts of the county.

Improvements generally are to be ob-

served on all farms. The average price
received for wheat was 75 cents per
bushel, .and hops brought from IS to 25

cents per pound. These prices afford
a good profit to the grower, and the re-

sultant prosperity Is reflected in better
farm machinery and fences, newly
painted and newly erected buildings, and
an increased price in land.

OSCAR HAYTER.
Dallas, Dec. 19.

LINN COUNTY.

Blooded Stock Brought In and Fac-

tories in Growing Cities.

County has shown a healthy and
LINN growth during the past
year, counting among its newcomers many
prosperous farmers from the Middle "West
who have come here with new ideas and
push at the back of them. Perhaps more
than, in any other field Is .seen an impetus
m the St0C Dusmess' ? 1X1111115 nere
with the best blood of the Mississippi and
Missouri Valley The old idea that this
is exclusively wheat valley is being
dissipated. Through the progressive ideas
of the day a new regime prevails here,
and order 13 diversified farming, more
noarlv In keeDlne with the irvstem nf tha
Eastern States.

Linn County is well situated for the new
order of things. Extending from the
center of the Valley to the very feet of
the Three Sisters, It offers a versatility of
fitness for all manner of products; on the
river, wheat and other cereals and fruit;
in the foothills, stock; In the mountains,
timber and minerals. The value of this is
greatly enhanced by a complete irrigation
system through the many river and creek
beds, and superior railroad facilities, two
roads running north and south and two
out into the foothills.

The business of the county Is well

looked after In a number of cities and
towns well distributed and located so as
to possess the best facilities for good
markets, the result of superior transpor-
tation advantages.

Prune culture has been given a decided
help in, the establishment at Albany of
a fruit packing-hous- e backed by an East
ern commission merchant with an estab
lished trade. Through it the shipment
from the county this season will be 50
carloads of packed prunes, put up in the
best style of the packer, some
going direct to the London market with
the Albany brand upon them.

This county has the foundation for be-

coming a manufacturing center. There
are 11 flouring mills, two woolen mills, a
large paper mill, one of the largest chair
factories in the state, a flax mill, seven
or eight good creameries, well established
sawmills, woodworking establishments,
iron works, etc

Albany Is recognized as the greatest
shipper of stock In the Valley, the out- -

I - ViqtHti. o Vi rTin r oroaf tnnraQe."
The mIes o the co0unty have been de.

vei0ped during the ear. but little ma- -
terJal result has yet been kecured ta
field, though the showing made is as good
as ever in the past the mines simply
waiting capital to bring out a wealth ot
the precious metal.

A new institution being arranged for,
and an assured one, Is an organ and hack
factory at Albany, and the spirit of the
day seems to be to make a special effort
along manufacturing lines in the upbuild-
ing of the resources of the county. There
is a splendid field here for other things,
which will be encouraged in every way
possible; more sawmills, furniture, Im-
plement starch, soap, shoe and other fac-
tories, packing and canning-house- s.

A confident spirit prevails and a greater
energy than ever is being displayed along
all lines. The past year has been pros-
perous, made so by big crops and good
prices, and our people will follow It up
with judicious investments.

Albany, December 17. F. P. NUTTING.

LANE COUNTY.

Agriculture and Horticulture Ex-

tended Into Foothills by Settlers.

LANE
County always tries to keep

ot the times and the past year
has certainly been one of development
Among the Important Industries the
county numbers agriculture, horticulture,
manufacturing; lumbering, mining, stock-raisi-

and fishing, and in every one of
these lines there has been much progress.

The agricultural class constitutes the
greater part of the population. Develop-
ment in this line is evidenced first by the
large number of new farms that are be-

ing opened up, by the Improvement of old
places by better cultivation, new fences,
new houses, barns, etc Through the hilly
portion of the county and in the small
valleys hundreds of places are noticeable
where settlers have farms. On such .places
comfortable homes have grown up and
are surrounded by young orchards, rich
gardens ancVf ertile fields that are worked
In modern system and produce good re-
turns.

The horticulturists have taken a new
lease of life Orchards of prunes; pears.

apples, cherries, etc, have been well
cared for and have yielded better returns
than ever before. Cherry orchards have
yielded net profits of $50 to $125 per acre.

. according .to age, and profits have gone
mj me Deiiennem oi ine places, .prune
crops were the most abundant ever known
and many new drying plants have been
erected and old ones enlarged. Several
tralnloads ot this fruit will go from here
at good prices. Apples and pears, have also
been abundant and profitable.

About the only Improvement In the hop
Industry Is In better cultivation ot the
yards, a number of new dry kilns, and a
slight Increase in acreage. A little over
6000 bales has been produced of a quality
scarcely ever excelled, the market value
being about $250,000.

The improvement In the stock industry
Is observable in the Introduction of better
blood, grading up the stock and better
care of .the ranges. For years past Im-
proved breeds of cattle, horses, hogs,
goats and sheep have been introduced,
but during the past year some of the
finest blood to be found has been added.
Cattle are not so valuable as a year ago
and ranges are heavily stocked. Sheep aro
in good demand and about 12,000 have
been shipped during the past few weeks
and have brought fair prices. Goats are
used a great deal for the purpose ot
clearing brush pastures. They kill oak
brush after the land has been slashed and
clear the land more cheaply than it can
be done by any other method, and in ad-
dition, furnish a profitable clip of mohairevery year.

The lumber Industry here is only limitedby the supply of cars for handling the
product Several new mills have been
built and are working with full crews.
The mill of the Booth-Kell- y Company at
Springfield has been built or finished,
during the past year, and is one of thelargest In the state, having a capacity of
175,000 feet per day.

The Cities of "Eugene, Cottage Grove
and Junction have all made great Im-
provement and growth. They show av
large number of new and substantial
business blocks and residences of better
character than have been in vogue.
Among the building Improvements inEugene are the new High School, $35,000;
the new theater, $30,000; four large brick
store buildings, and several frame busi-
ness houses; one large hotel and prob-
ably 150 residences, many of them cost-
ing from $2000 to $5000, all of which add
to the stability of the clty.- -

Many people of a desirable class have
come Into the county from other parts of
the country. Most of them bring con-
siderable means, as well as modern ideas.
The increase in population is estimated at
3000. The towns have received about 1000
to 1500 of these and the rest have gone
to the country.

This county not only takes pride in
possessing the best roads in this Valley,
but has covered many miles with crushed
rock, which is supplied by two rock
crushers. "Where good gravel is con-
venient it Is largely used, being next to
crushed rock In value and costing much
less. About $30,000 or $40,000 has been ex-
pended during the year on the highways.

GEORGE O. YORAN.

BENTON COUNTY.

New Settlers Add a Thousand People
and Much Wealth.

of 150 to 200 families ofARRIVAL
and their purchase

and settlement on farms in the county,
the division of numerous large land hold-
ings into subdivisions and the occupancy
of each by a settler, the development of
the lumber Industry on a large scale, the
movement for mixed farming, the erec-stea-

advance of local farmers in a
tion of many new and beautiful home3
in Corvallls and other town3 of the cou-
ntythese are among the signs of progress
In Benton County during the past 12

months.
Most notable of these ltem3 of progress

Is the arrival and settlement in the coun-
ty of well-to-d- o Eastern Immigrants.
Half & million dollars or more In wealth
and nearly a thousand added inhabitants
are a product of this movement In the
main they have purchased farm homes
.at good prices, and have at once begun
improvements. Including the erection of
new dwellings, substantial barns and out-
houses, and a rehabilitation of fences and
other farm appointments. In many cases,
It is a portion of the original farm that
has been purchased, and there are now
two houses where there was but one. All
of these arrivals are of an active, ener-
getic class, and the methods they bring
have a beneficent influence on those who
were already here.

Of like importance is the movement for
mixed farming by which more resources
of the farm are brought into play, and a
far greater aggregate export produced.
The advance- - in this movement during 13

months last past has been marked. Where
'only grain was grown, there are now va
rious kinds of livestock, and especially In
the neighborhood of Corvallls a large, sys-
tem of dairy appointments. Some of the
best herds of livestock in the state are in
Benton County. The reputation of local
breeders has so extended during the past
year that many of them are shipping
abroad, some of the fancy cattle going
as far north as British Columbia and as
far in the opposite direction as South-
ern California. Four head of yearlings
from a local cattle farm sold during the
past week for upwards of $1300 to an East-
ern Oregon breeder. The movement in-

cludes poultry production, and thG best
strains of fowls are found on farms
throughout the county. The net product
of the movement Is wealth where there
was poverty, surplus money where there
was a mortgage and a general sign ot
thrift and progress on every hand.

One of the leading Improvements Is the
development and extension of the busi-
ness of the Benton County Lumber Com-
pany, whose sawmill Is located on Grassy
Creek. 14 miles southeast of Corvallls. The
mill has a capacity of 50,000 feet In 24

hours. "Within a few months past a lum-
ber flume has been built from the mill to
Philomath, a distance, of seven miles, and
by means of it lumber Is carried to a
connection with the Corvallls & Eastern
Railroad at a cost of only about 23
centsjper thousand. The flume delivers
the lumber to a large plant at Philomath,
where the product Is dressed or shipped
in the rough as may be required. The ca-

pacity of the flume Is about 10,000 feet
per hour. Its construction makes it pos-
sible to operate the mill constantly In-

stead of a few months during the dry
season, and develops the enterprise Into
the most Important manufacturing insti-
tution In the county.

Numerous other mills of smaller ca-
pacity contribute to the local trade, and
in many of these there has been an In-

crease of capacity.
The year has witnessed the erection of

many new and expensive homes in Cor-
vallls, as well as in other towns. In
spite of the erection of 40 or 50 new
dwellings in Corvallls last year, and a
large number this Summer, every room
Is full and there i3 demand for more, a
fact eloquent of the growth and progress
of the community.

A large Increase In the business of tho
Corvallls creamery, and in the business
of the Corvallls sawmill, Increases in
the capacity and facilities of the Corval-
lls Flouring Mills and the Benton Flour-
ing Mills have added materially to the
aggregate of local business. It Is doubt-
ful If the county has ever seen in a like
period a greater volume of exports or a
larger balance on the right side of the
ledger than Is consequent from the opera
tlons of the past is months.
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