WILLAMETTE VALLEY
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HUT in betwean the Cascade und

Calapoolas Range on the south sa the
souree of Ity main tributaries, the Willam-
site Valley i= a long, broad smtretch of
as Zertile lund as the world holds. As
the primeval forest was nid low iU gave
place to farms which have extended year-
Iy fsrther into the foothills east and
wrst, and the river banks are thickly
studded with growing citles. Here gruin,
pruit, Hyestock, hops and many manulac-
tures mingle with lombering to ennch
the people, It is & land of plenty without
rival.

MULTNOMAN COUNTY.

Bmallest but Most Populous in Ore-
gon, Having Portland in Center.

ULTNOMAH County, though the
M most populous county in Oregon, is
the smallest, having an area df
of territory, extending along the south
bank of the Columbia river from the
summit of the Cnsoade Mountains on the
cast to the summit of the rugged hills
which shut in the Willamette Vailey on
the west. Its total length Is 44 milles, and
it ranges in width from six to 156 milea,
carrying with the windings of the Colum-
¥a. Itz soutbern boundary s a straight
east and west lne gividing It from
Clackamas County.

This county had in 180 a population of
I4LTE, the great bulk of which, of course,
was in the City of Portland. The as-
sessed valuation of property In I%Q was
$51.088.000, an increase over that for 1882
of §1.016,000. This is only about # per cent
of the actual value. There are 2l milles
of raliread and 3M miles of telegraph and
telephone line. The county ls divided Into
& schoo] districta, which have 52 schobl-
bousen,

The county has no bondsd debt, and its
foating debt In the shope of Interest-bear-
g wwrrants on January 1, 190, is estl-
mated sl 535,230, 5 decrease of BELIE In
year 8. The expenses in 1963, as
wn by warrants Lssowed, were $258500,
all purposes, as compared with $43.35
12 The smount of warrants pald In
was M2 as compared with $307, 752
in 100, #0 that ths county !s making rapid

toward a cash basis This lm-
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tent by Increased revenue.
for 150 were 367,708, of which $412679% wua
from taxes and 354,52 from fees, while
the total for 18C was H00.290, of which
$54771 was from texes and $65I9 from
fees. This still leaves $1004000 in reduced
debt to be credited to economy.

Ewery one of the varied ‘ndustries which
thrive in Oregon may be Jound In Multno-
mah County. Lamber, frult, grain, flour,
fish, dalry products and every manulac-
ture known to the Paclfic Coast region are
found here. A great city ls fed by a rich
sgricultural country, which still hes much
Jeft to send to the outer world

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

Land of Diversified Crops,' None of
Which Have Falled.

HE closing yenr has been the most

prosperous in the history of this old-
est of Oregon counties. The same attrac-
tions which lod the first comers to prefer
the Taoulatin Plains in the "3a "4s and
‘6l are now bringing immigration to this
region, which has never been advertised
except as its merits have spoken for it
Of the € per cent increase In population
Eince the last census more than hall has
been during the past 1 months, and De-
cember 3 sees folly 30,000 inhabitants.
Heunl estate has sold readily st fair prices
and more transfers have been recorded
than in the preceding two years, A no-
table feature is the dlviding into smaller
tructs of the lurge furma. Twelve bhundred
acres have been ndded to the tillable Jand
und that in cultivation bhas increased one-
fourth In value o

Not one crop has fulled: every product
has shown guin. A millon pounds of
hops, 008 bushels of onlons, as many
potatoes, & like amount of cabbage, two-
thirde of 1,000,000 pounds of dalry products,
the same number of dozens of eggs, 1,50,-
0 bushels of cereals, 100,000 busheis of
apples and pears, 5000 pounds of prunes,
0000 quarts of strawberries, 1E.00
pounds of grapes, 75,000 toms of the best
bay, #,000 barrels of flour, 63,000 pounds
of wool, and 20000 feet of lumber cut
by its 34 mills—thess are the more impor-
tant itoms in the years yield and estayb-
l.l.:g the county’'s claim to lead in diversl-
Ded 1 .

The establishment of two milk con-

densers, one at Forest Grove and the
other at Hillsboro, with & combined dully
capacity of 200,000 pounds, means that the
13000 cows of Washinglon County can-
not supply this demand with the cream-
eries sull running and that larger hends
must be kept the coming season.
The public schools were never so wall
organised, tenchery’ wagos huve risen 10
per cent, school bulldings have been im-
yroved and beautified, apparatus and Ji-
braries added, and longer terms held
Nioe rural mall routes have been estab-
lished, over 40 sdditional telephones ln-
stalled, mainly on farmers’ lnes, and
many new jodges and granges ln country
communities are making the farm home
as convenlent and desimble ws a city
residancs. The S dwelllngs in the
county a yeur ago have been Increased
by 30, and more than 360,000 has been
spent in bulldings and improvementa, in-
cluding the two milk condensers and four
Jumber mills

Three electric rallways are confdently
expected to come this way before unother
Fall, the City & Buburban over the
Fourth-street line of the Southern Pa-
cific, which Is woon to be abandonsd for
& cut-off opening new territory in this
conuly, as it connects the West Side, Yam-
hill and Enst Side divislons; the Fort-
land Rallway Company, by extenston of
its Washington-street line over the stee}
bridge now bullding to the Helghts: and
the proposed West Side & Suburbun,. re-
cently transferred 0 & Portland corpora-
tion to insure the early construction re-
quired by its franchises., And t(hen the
Lewls and Clark Exposition means more
peaple In the metropolls who must got
thelr frait, garden truck, poultry  and
dalry products from this county, whose
Blx wagon roads into Portland are 8aily
traveled with the products of Washington
;‘nunt;"s farms, orchards, yards and EAar-

vne AUSTIN CRAIG

Hillsboro, Or., Dec. 15 . =
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YAMHILL COUNTY.

Great Variety of Products and Many
New Manufacturing Plants.

Y.umn.L COUNTY during the past
year has been more occupied tn mak-
Ing good and secure the Improvements of
previous years than undertaking new en-
terprises. Yet In many respects the county
has made more real progress than in any
previous year In its history,

The wheat crop, although of excellent
quality and yield por acre, Is less than
balf of the big crops of former Years, for
the furmers have turned ther attention to
other products—dairying, heps, Prunes,
eié. The hop crop will resch T500 bales,
prunes IW carloads. Dunirying ls nearly
universal bul so new that statistics would

be a mere guess. The oat crop Is large,

Const Bunges of mountains, with the | Bearly 100000

Al least F=O000 huy beon brought into
the county, and invested In homes by
Eastern prople. The increase in the busl-
ness of the two banks hers for the year is;

Loazs, Bonds, e1C.,..iaviset sssereessSHLEES
s e wavens INLATE

The local inFurance assockation has wril-
ten over §i0 new policles this year, ag-
greqating over 500,000, making & total
membership of 30,000, with & total insur-
ance of §IESG, 000,

At Dayton there js an extenslve fruit-
drying establishment that has shipped 5
carionds of dried frults and vegetables of
the finest quality,

From North Yamhill 3000 bales of hops
were shipped this year, and 200 tons af
prunes. The tile fuctory has shipped 5
carloads of its product and 30 cariomds
of clay, The coal mine being opened near
there s expected to have s sufficlent
amount on hand soon to Induce the rail-
rosd company to builld & spur to the
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McMinnville has added several new resi-
dences and severnl bundred to the popu-
Intion,

FProbably the greatest progress made In
the county, and possibly In the Willametts
Valley, is 1n the rumtiing town of New-
berg. There heve been bullt during the
past season and are now in courss of con-
siruction more good homes in Newberg
than In any two previous years of its his-
tory. The prune crop of that part of the
county will Amount to about 150 carloads;
the two gristmills are rushed to thelr ut-
most, running night and day; the handie
factory, which Is doing e large business,
hans had to enlarge its plant in order to
supply the demand for Its ouiput of all
kinds of tool tandies; the sash and door
factory and creamery are doing well The
C. K Spaulding Logging Company is ar-
ranging to put in a sawmill of 100,000 feet
dully capacity. Thes Newberg FPressed
Brick Compnny has been crowded to Its
uimosEt capacity to supply the demand for
its ware, and s now enlarging its plant so
as to treble its capacity. The ity Is bufid-
ing a rafiroad track to the river, two miles
long, for the benefit of the manufactur-
ing Interests. The Newberg Furniture
Compiiny has been unable to supply the
demands of the trade and is now bullding
a lurge furniture factory, which will em-
Sloy a large number of men., On the basls
of the number of school children in schoal
at the time of the last census end the
number now, the population iz estimated
at not less than 1806, or mearly twice what
It was four years ago.

Orver 48 new telephones have been put In
In this county In the last year. The
phones and linés are owned and opirated
by the people. Ten mliles of gravel have
been put on the county roads

Hon. M. B, Hendrick. who ha® been in
active business in this county for &l years,
says: ““The people have never been In as
good condition Anancially in the history
of the county as al the present time”

4. C. COOPER.
McMinnville, Dec. 18

MARION COUNTY.

Hops and Prunes the Chief Products--
Good Roads Accomplished Fact.

66 /A AN and Eve lost paradise; we
have found it." This Is the mot-
to that has been adopted by Salem and
farion County during the past year.
The right to assert the plaim thus =x-
pressed has been earned in the 60 years
of effort by which an !ndustrious peo-
ple bave made homes of peace and com-
fort in one of the most favored valleys
upon which Nature has bestowed her
most lavish gifts. L

Out of debt, possessed of first-clusa
public bulidings, well started fn the
construction of permanent highways,
and settlsd by & prosperous  people—
such s Marion Councy. With a snug
fum of money In the treamury and no
large public expenditures in anticipa-
tion, the county has assurance of con-
tinuing in good financial condition. The
people are taiing great Interest in the
buliding of rock-surfaced wagon roada
and with an abundsnce of rock and
ETavel at hand, much progress Is bheing
made. In o spirit of co-operation ths
people of a community contribute ths
iabor of haullng the rock, while the
county furnishes and aoperates a
crusher and steum road roller, and by
this means one section of the county
after another is belng provided with
highways that are firm and smooth at
all seasons of the year. Backing up thess
favorable conditions In the county govern-
ment 18 an Industrial wealth the futore
of which is certain.

Marion = pre-eminently an agricultural
county. Graln yields from 25 to 40 busheis
per acre, and decreased productiveness
Is now being overcome by a system of
rotation of cropm. Murien County pro-
duces some 40,000 bushels of wheat ecach
year, and this was sold In 1%6 at an aver-
age of 73 cents a bushel, leaving the farm-
ers a splendld profit. In the adoption of
more appioved methods In farming Ma-
rion County has made Eveal progress In
the last year,

The last two years have been remurk-
ably successful for hopgrowing and prune-
growing—two industries that have besn
firmly established for & number of years.
Muny & bhoprard produced enough hops
Iast year to pay for the land they grew
upon. There is scarcely & hoprard In
Marion County that has & mortgage hang-
lng over It and many growesrs have dons
#0 well that they are able to enlarge their
yards considerably. The Marion County
bop crop amounts to sbout .00 bales,
with & value of adbout §1,000,000

Years of expetience have proved that
there is no better place for the growing
of the ltalian prune, now becoming known
as the Oregon prune, than In the hills
around Salem. The crop seldom falle and
the frult 1s of superfor quality. Crops pay
& net profit of from 0 to M per cent and
a few who made jodiclous Investments
three or four years azo reilised the
amount of thelr investments In the pet
profits of last year's orop. The success of
this Industry has induced farmers to set
out more prune orchards and 1t is certain
that there will be a great development
in this business. It has becn proven that
treds 30 years old dre still apparently In
thelr prime, therefors the industry prom-
ises good returns through a jong perlod
of years

During the past year n number of val-
uable water powers In the eastern part
of this county have been purchused by
capitalists to be developed for manefmc-
turing. Through the operations of a prac-
tieal faxgrower and manufsctiurer It has
boen demonsirated that flax of superior
quality can be grown hers successfully,
and It s pow essured that a flax manu-
facturing plant will be established In
this part of the wvalley within the next
two years. Water power belng plentitaul,
rapid strides will be made In the next
few years In manufacturing of all kinds
The output of Salem woolen mills ty sold
throughout the Coast and many shipments
are made even to the Atlantic seabonrd.

Marion County presents excellent op-
portunities for the homesecker from the
East. The county is traversed by rall-
ronds and covered with & netwark of
wagon roads, Bchoolbouses are m0 close
together that every family in the sottled
portion of the county has the ady
of the public educational system. Upnim-
proved lamd can be purchased at from 35
to $0 per acre and Iimproved Iand at
from §0 to $100. according to location and

charncter of the soll. In view of the good”

returns farmers are now recelving from
thelr crops, it would be &ifficult for =
newcomer to plek out an Improved farm
and purchase it at what it would be con-
sidered a good Investoent price. But In
every community there are men who for

THE WILLAMETTE

VALLEY COUNTRY.

by seeking out such owners of farm land
a newcomer can buy to advantage. A
great many sales have been made In this
county In the past two years, at “snap”
prices and the purchasers have already
made a good profit on the advance in the
value of the property. Marion County Is
not Indulging in o boom, but the records
in the office of the County Recorder show
that there is very healthy activity Ino all
clases of real estate.
A. W. PRESCOTT.
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CLACEAMAS COUNTY.

Land of Dairy Farms, Great Water
Power, Tall Timber and Factories.

progreas of Clakamas County for the

year 1900 lles in the fact that the as-
sessable value of all property In the coun-
ty Ims doubled, This yvenr's tax roll rep-
resents property of the walue of 19,000,000,
as agalnst #.500,000 last yenr. At the same
time thers has been an exiensive ciear-
ing of land and bullding of homes by the
many Dew comers who are locating in
these parts. New and better structures
have suceeeded the primitive bulldings in
the interior of the county that were de-
stroyed by the disastrous forest fire of the
Fall of 152, with the result that the gen.
eral appearance of the county bhas been
much improved in this respect.

Cluckamss County now has s population
of 30,000, o growth of B during the year
just closed. Crops of all kinds this year
bave been In excess of those of recent
years. Employment wus never more plen-
uful nor wages more remunerative. With
these conditions, the natural product Is
a more contented and prosperous state of
affalrs than the county hag know In
Fears.

Clackamas County contalns 1,180,000
acres, of which only 51454 acres are under
cultivation. Over (0,000 acres of the fingst
timber lands in the West are within this
eounty, General farming 18 carried on
profitably, although the average Clacki-
mas County agricuiturist does not devote
Bis energles 10 growlng any one crop. Di-
vergified farming. rather than exclusive
grain culture = followed, and the results
are far more satistactory. Good farmiing
lands may be purchased at prices rang-
ing from §1& to 350 per acre,

With L0000 acres of timbered or
spiendid grasing lands, Clackamas County
is an Meal section for the dalryman. The
dairy industry has grown amazingiy In

p?.OBABLY the best evidence of the

the last year. The county also coatains s |

jarge acreage that discloses rich mineral
deponits. These awalt development. OF
almost inestimable value to the county
are Its tmber Interests, which Bave

been - disturbed. Fir, spruce,
jarch and codar of "a supertor quality
abound, and in future years Clackamas
wiil be among lhe foremost counties in
the state in supplylng the demands of the
timber trade.,

The principal industry of Clackamas
County I= itz manufacturing nstitutions,
With its natural and almost inexhsusti-
ble water supply, this county s destined
to be the manufacturing center of ®the
Pacific Const. The power awalts utilizs-
tion, and with the introduction here of
ihe neaded capital ln providing additional

institutions will the true

manufactoring
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| as the demand for lumber requjres. The

realized. At the minimum low stage of
water, the Willametie Fails at this ity |
afford (0.0 horse power. By expending
& few thousand dollara, the Oregon
Whater Power and Rallway Company has |
Eenerated on the upper Clackamas River
a sufficlent water power to operate Its
extensive plant and street rallway sys
tem. The tppography of the county Is
such that, at little expense, equal power
may bn obtalned at frequent intervals
along the entire course of the Clackamus
and Molalla Rivers, both of which are |
mountaln streams. With these conditions
an Jdea may be formed of the posmibiii-
ties of this section as a manufacturing
center. Among the factories at Oregon
City are the woolen mills and two paper
mills, each employing from X0 to 4% peo-
ple. These mills are among the largest
of thelr kind in the country. The various
manufacturing iInstitutions at Oregon
City have a combined payroll of $0.000
per month.

Clackamas County, together with the
rest of the state, has suflfered from the
lnck of a proper advertising ¢f its re-
sources in the Eastern States. But the
varicd resources and Interests of the
county will pow be extensively adver-
tised through the medium of the Oregon
City Board of Trade, which has just been
reorganized for active work. It Is com-
posed of the substantial wide-awnise,
progressive business men of the com-
munity who have formulatad plans for
extensively wndvertising the fsot that
Clackamas County is not only on tie
map, but ls in the Btate of Oregon—the
coming state of the Pacuic Coust.

J. W. COCHRAN,

Oregon City, Dec. 18

POLE COUNTY.

Rallroad Extension Stimuiates Lum-
bering--Returns From Livestock.

UDGING from material evidences, It

Is oo exaggeration to say that the
year IN8 has been the mpst prosperous
and progressive perfod In the history of
Polk County.

Probably the moest Important develop-
ment of the year was the construetion of |
the Balem, Falls @ty & Western Rajl-
road, whicn was put In operation on
June 1. In the southwestern part of Polk
County. and in the nearby Blletz region,
in Lincoin County, stands the finest body
of fir timber In Oregon today, The new

lroad reaches from the Southern Pg-
cific line &t Dallas to the eastern edge of |
this timber, and can easily be extended |

three sawmills at Falls City and vicialty
have been greatly increased In capacity |
since the sdvent of the ralflroad, and )
bhave added materially v the prosperity
of that part of the county. The large
sawmill of the Johnson Lumber Company
at Dallas has also been grestly improved
and enlarged during the year, and in
Mareh tke Independence Lumber Com-
pany, of Independence, began the opern-
tlon of & mill of 1,000 feet per day capa-
city at that place. A number of smaller |
mills in _the mountuins and foothiiis
hate been constantly employed in sup-
piving & local demand for fir lumber,
and two new sawmilly, In addition to the
two already In operation. are engaged
In the manufacture of oak lumber,

The tendency of the times is to diver-
sifisd farming. Hopyards, dalry farms
and fruit orchards abound, and farmers
living In the hill lands find the ralsing
of Angora gonts especiaily profitable,
The Polk County Annuai Goat Show bas
been held reguolarly since 1859 at Dalles,
and §ts displays are among the best In
the United States, For many years the
goat breeders have pooled thelr mohalr
and sold it at public auction, and the
price realized Just year, 38 cenls per
pound, Iln the highest ever paid for' a
pool of the county product. When it ia
known that 7,646 wos realized from the
199 elip from 15000 goats, and that 208-
@) pounds of wool was pooled and sold
at 17% cdents per pound, some idea of
the Importance of the sheep and goat
{indusiry of the county may be gained,

Polk County is fortunate in having a
good number of enterprising breeders of
fine stock, and Uvestock husbandry Is
rapidly growing in Importance. The num-
ber of horses assessed increased from
2669 In 1902 1o 4151 in 1808; the number of
cattle from 6511 to E3G7; the number of
sheep aind goats from 36,721 to 40,864, and |
the number of swine from 435 to 828 In
connection with stockralsing and dairy.
ing, & much larger area lIs devoted to
the growth of rape, vetch and clover,
and new stock barns and sllos are to be
found in all parts of the county.

Improvements generally are to be ob-
perved on all farms. The averags price
received for wheat was T cenls per
busbel, and hops brought from 5 to 5
cenls per pound. These prices afford
2 good profit to the grower, and the re-
sultunt prosperity is reflected in better
farm machinery and fences, npewly
painted and newly metled dbuud.!ns.n. and
n increased price in land.

" PR 0sCAR HAYTER

Dallas, Dec. 18.

—

LINN COUNTY.

Blooded Stock Brought In and Fac-
tories in Growing Cities.

INN County has shown a bealthy and

permanent growth during the past
yoar, counting among lts newcomers many
prosperous farmers from the Middle West,
who have come Ners with new ideas and
push ut the back of them. Perhups more
than In any other field Is seon an {mpetus
in the stock business, some coming here
with the best blood of the Misslssippl and
Missouri Vallays. The old idea that this
Is exelusively & wheal valley Is being
dlssipated. Through the progreasive ideas
of the day & new regime prevalls bege,
and the order ls diversified farming, more
nearly In Keeplog with the system of the
BEastern States.

Linn County is well situated for the new
order of things. Extending [rom the
center of the Valley to the very feet of
the Three Sisters, i offers & versatility of
fitness for all manner of products; on the
river, wheat and other cercaly and fruit;
In the foothills, stock; in the mountalins,
timber and minerals. The valoe of this is
greatly enhanced by a complete irrigation
system through the many river and creek
peds, and superior railtead fecilities, two
roads running north and south and two
out into the foothills,

The business of the cousty Is well

looked after In A number of clties and
towns well distributed and localed so as
to possess tha besmt facilitiss for good
markets, the reault of superior transpor-
tation advantages.

Prune culture has been given a declded
help in the establishment at Albany of
& frult packing-house backed by an East.
ern commission merchant with an estab-
lished trade. Through it the shipmant
from the county this peason will be [0
carloads of packed prunes, put up ln the
best style of Lbhe up-to-date packer, some
golng direct to the London market, with
the Albany breend upon them.

This county haa the foundation for be-
coming a manufascturing centsr. There
are 11 flouring mills, two woolen mills, a
largs paper mill, ons of the iargest chair
factories in the state, a flax mill, seven
or elght good creameries, well established
sawmills, woodworiing establishments,
iron works, ete.

Albany 8 recognized as the greateat
shipper of stock In the Valley, the out-
put baving shown a great |ncrease,

The mines a3f the county have bean de-
veloped during the jear, but lttle ma-
terial result has yet been secured In this
feld, tliough the phowing made |s as good
as ever in the past, the mines simply
waiting capital to bring out a wealth of
the preclous metal

A new nstitution being arranged for,
and an assured one, ls an organ and hack
tuctory at Albany, and the apirit of the
day seems to be to make a apecial effort
along manufasturing lines [n the upbulld.
ing of the resources of the county. There
is & splendid field here for other things,
which will be encouriged in every way
poestble: mere sawmills, furnfture, im-
plement, starch. soap, shos and other fac-
tories, packing and canning-houses

A confident apirit prevalls and a greater
energy than ever iz being displayed along
all lUnes, The past year has been pros-
perous, made so by big crops and good
prices, and our people will follow it up
with judiclous Investments

Albany, December 17. F. P,
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LANE COUNTY.

Agriculture and Herticulture Ex-
tended Into Foothills by Settlers.

NUTTING,

ANE County always tries to ksep
abreast ot the times and the past year

has certainly been one of development.
Among the Important Industries the
county numbers agriculture, horticulture,
mantfacturing, lumbering, mining, atock-
ralsing and fiahing, and In every one of
thess lines there has besn much progress.
The agricultural class constitutes the
greater part of the population. Develop-
ment in this line is evidenced Arst by tne
large number of new farms that are be-
ing opened up, by the Improvement of old
places by better cultivation, new fences,
new houses, barns, ¢tc. Through the hilly
portion of the county and in the small
valleys hundreds of places are noticeahls
where settlers have farms. Om such plapes
comfortable homes have grown up and
zre surrounded by young orchards, rich
gardeng and fertile fleids that sve worked
iz modern system and produce geod re-

turns.
The horticulturists Bave taken & new
lense of life. Orchards of prunes, pesrs,

belng about $50,000.
The unprovement in the stock industry
Iz observable in ths introduction of better
grading up the stock and bettsr

clear the land more cheaply than #t can
be done by mny other method, and In ad-
dition, furnish a profitable clip of mobalr
EVEry year.

The lumber industry here {a only limited
by the supply of cars for handling the
product,  Several new mills have been
built and are working with full crews,
The mill of the Booth-Kelly Company at
Springfield has been bullt or finished,
during the past year, and !s one of the
largest in the giate, having a capacity of
135,000 feet per day.

The Citley of Bugene, Cottage Grove
and Junction have all made great Im-

provement and growth. ‘They show a

large number of new and substantial
business blocks and residences of better
character than hava been In  vogue.
Among the bullding ifmprovements In
BEugens are the new High School, $35.000:
the new theater, $0,000; four large brick
store bulldings, and several frame busl-
ness houses; one large hotel and prob-
ably 153 residences, many of them cost-
ing from 3200 to 5000, all of whick add
to the stahility of the city.

Many people of a desirable class have
come Into the county from other parts of
the country. Most of them bring con-
siderable means, as well &5 modern |deas,
The Incresse !n population ls estimated at
00, The towns have recolved about 000
to 1500 of these and the rest have gone
to the country.

This county not omly takes pride In
possessing the best roads in this Valley,
but has covered many miles with crushed
rock, which Is sugplled by two rock
crushers. Where good gravel I econ-
venient it In largely used, being next to
crushed rock In value and costing mucn
lems, About 50000 or 340,000 has been ax-
pendad during the year on the highwayw

GEORGE O. YORAN.

BENTON COUNTY.

New Settlers Add a Thousand Psople
and Much Wealth.

HRIVAL of 130 to 200 families of East-

ern homeseekers and thelr purchase
and settlement on farms In the county,
the division of numerous lnrge land hold-
Ings Into subdivisions and the occupancy
of each by a settler, the development of
the lumber Industry on a large scale, the
movement for mixed farming, the eree-
steady advance of local farmers In o
tion of muany new and beautiful homes
In Corvalils and other towns of the coun-
ty—these are among the signs of progress
in Benton County during the past 13
months.

Most notable of thess items of progress
is the arrival and settiesment In the coun-
ty of well-to-do Eastern Immigrants,
Half a million dolisra or more In wealth
und nearly a thousand added Inhabltants
are a product of this movement In the
main they bave purchased farm homes
at good prices. and have at once begun
Improvements, Including the erection of
new dwelllaga, substantial bams and out-
houses, and a rehabliitation of fences and
othéer farm appolniments. In many cases,
it is a portion of the original farm that
bas been purchased, and there are now
two houses where there was but one. All
af these arrivals are of an active, ener-
getle clags, and the methods they bring
have a beneficent Influence on those wha
were already here

Of Hke Importiznce is the movement for
mixed farming by which more rescurces
of the farm are brought into play, and a
far greatsr agsvegata export produced.
The advance In this movement during I
months lest past has been marked. Where
‘only grain was grown, there are now wva-
rlous kinds of lvestock, and espescially In
the neighborhood of Corvallls & large sys
tem of dalry appointments. Some of ths
best herds of lUvestock In the stats ars In
Bentan County. Tha reputation of local
breeders has so extended during the past
year that many of them are shisping
abroad, some of the fancy cattle golng
as far north as British Columbia and as
far in the opposite direction as South-
ern Californis. Four head of yeariings
from a local cattle farm msold during the
past week for upwards of §1300 to an Exst.
ern Oregon breeder. The movement in-
sludes poultry prodaction, and the best
stralns of fowls are found on farms
throughout the county. The net product
of the movement is wealth where there
was poverty, surplus money where thers
wae & mortgage and a general sign of
thrift and progress on every hand.

One of the leading !mprovements is tha
development and extension of the busi.
ness of the Benton County Lumber Com-
pany, whose sawmill !s located on Grassy
Creek, 14 miles southeast of Corvallie. The
mili has a capacity of 50060 feet In 24
hours. Within a faw meonths past a lum-
ber flume has been built from the mill to
FPhilomath, a distance of seven miies, and
by means of It lumber Is carried to a
connection with the Corvallls & Eastern
Rullroad =5t o cost of only asbout 25
centa per thousand The flume dellvers
the luinber to a large plant at Phllomath,
where the product ls dressed or shippad
in the rough as may be required. The ca-
pacity of the flume is about 10,000 feet
per hour. Ity construction makes it pos-
sible to opernte the mill constantly in-
stead of a few months during the dry
season, and develops the enterprise Into
the most lmportant manufacturing instl.
tution [n the county.

Numeroua other milis of smaller ca-
pacity contributs to the loeal trade, and
in many of thess there has been an In.
erease of capacity.

The year has witnessed the srection of
many new and expensive homes In Cor-
wvallls, as well as in other towns In
spite of the ercction of 4 or ® new
dwellings In Corvalils iast year, and a
jarge number this Summer. every room
1s full and there in demand for more, a
fact eloguent of the growth and progress
of the community.

A [arge increase In the business of the
Corvallls creamery, and in the business
pof the Corvallis sawmill, increasss In
the capacity and facilitiss of the Corenl.
s Flouring Mills and the Benton Flour-
ing Milis have added materfally to the
aggregate of ljocal businesa. It s doubt-
tu} If the county hus ever seen in a like
period a greatsr volume of exports or a
farger balance on the right side of the
jodger than [ consequent from the opera-
tions of the past 12 montha
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