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TAKE THE PLEDGE

Governor Maintains Stand on
Extra Sesslon.

HE SAYS OPINION IS DIVIDED

Canvass of Replies From Legislators
Indicates That Majority Will
Give Desired Promise and

Session Be Called.
BALEM, Or, Now, RA—(Special)-The

boiding of a special sesalon of the Legis-
mture is still one 0f the uncertaintios, so
tar as Governor Chamberjain's determinn-
tion s concerned. The Govermor returned
today from a three days' visit to Port-
jand, and this evening he went through
the mall that has arrived during his sb-
pence.

He finds that out of & mambers of the
House of Represontatives, 4 have pe-
sponded to his letisr of inguiry regarding
thelr opinlon of the need of a special ses-
pou and thelr attitude toward legisiation.
! these 4 Representattves, I1 have given
engualified assurance that they will op-
pose all legiaimtion other than that eorrect-
Ing the tax Jaw, mnd 10 bave given a gual-
I18ed sssurance favoring s short session
and no other leglslation, but expresaing &
readiness to take up other legismtion If it
be of great importance. The other 1T Rep-
rogentatives hearnd from give no assurance
s to their course regarding other legisla-
tion. There are 17 taitves to be
beard from

Dut of 3 Bapators, 1§ have responded,
D! these nine have given ungualified ae-
surances, two bave given assurances with
the proviso that other urgent matters may
be attended to, three have merely advo-
tatsd & short sesxion, and two have glven
o assurance whatever., There are 1 Ben-
ators to be heard from.

It will be soen from this that §1 mem-
bers of the Logislature have glven unqual-
Ned sasurance that they will oppose all
pther legislation than that correcting the
tax lmw, 11 bave given a gualifed assur-
ance, and thres merely expressed the de-
pire that the session be short

Ko, I have not decied to call & upe-
cial pesmion,” sald Governor Chamberiain
lonight *I bave decided that I won't
eall it unless I get the assurance I have
asked for that there will bo no other leg-
imintion than that corredting the tax law.
That i» all thers I about that. I am in
esrnest in this mmtier, and those who
think | am not are mistaken.

“Opinton regarding a special sesslon is
not all on one side, by any means. A
preat many letters have been recelved, and
mwaAny pecple have cuiled upon me, urging
that no spwcial session he called. 1 stand
right where ! did at first, and will not call
s seexion unloss 1 get the assurance for
which 1 have asked"

Governor Chamberinin hms already sald

he does not ask an ahsolute pledge from
the lagisialors not to take ap other legls-
lation under any circumatances, He has
puld that he expects them to dispose of
the vetoes held over from the last regular
pession, as Lthe constitution requires, and
Kiso expects that in case n perjous emer-
pency should arise they will give It thelir
attention. The qualified assurnnces he has
recelved are variously expressed, and no
one but the Govermor himself knows how
many of them convey to him assursnce
that miscellnneous legislation will not be
taken up. The members opposing other
legialation, or opposing all except wvery
important Jagislation, number &2 which is
snly four joss than a majority. It is gea-
1y belleved that from the 31 members
7ot 10 be heard from there will be recelved
mesumances enough to satisfy the Governor
that no other leglelation than the tax law
will be taken up. The belief that these as-
szrances will be recelved has made many
poopie confident that a specinl session will
be hald. There is one thing of which all
ure setisfied —that the Governor will not
recede from the position he has taken,

DELINQUENT LIST SMALL.

Clackamas Condemns Rebate System
of Tax Coliection.

OREQON CITY, Nov. 1K —{Special)—
There remalns delinguent on the tax roll
for 1802 in this counly the sum of 08592,
soccording to the report of Bherift Shaver,
which was compicted today. The property
on which thess taxes remaln unpald will
be advertised ut onte and regularly sold
at Sheriff's sale The County Commis-
gloners’ Court, now in special session In
thls coity, has reoclved bids for printing
the delingnent list and will let the con-
tract Thursday. The original roll repre-
pented a total of FITI. 4605, Under the re-
bate system It cost the county $OSLE
to make the collection of $HGSILEL, while
the penaltles and interest charges com-
bined on the delinquent payments
amounted to only §906§ The rebate plan
of collecting taxes is decldedly tunpopular
in Clackmas County.

Sherlff Shaver's report shows the fol-
lowing Tigures:

Total amount charged on roll... BIT7.462.84

sheriff's assesumenis...... 2L
Penglty mnd fnterest.....oveeviinnes 990,06
L SRR S e, = RELZMT
Amognt collectad Sherifls assens- _
T RS AT R RSN § 265
Amount ocollected on roll.. -« M5 $TLEL
Penaily and interest..... . 550,06
T R —— 366463
Polls sworn off......... L0
ST C Y T —— o BASSSS
Deuble assepameént and errors.... 286851
IS oo s et ooy miis E—— 1 - B o

SITES FOR NEW CITY HALL.

Committee Recommends Sale of Lot
and Purchase of New One.

ABTORIA, Or., Nov. 15.—{Special }—The
special committes of the Councll appolntiod
o Investigate the propowsition of selling
the City Hall property and purchasing a
gite for & new public bullding held a moet-
ing this evening and prepared (ts report,
which will be submitted to the Councll on
next Pridsy evening,

The report recommends the purchase of
a tract 100x1dS feel, at the corner of Six-
teenth &And Duane streets, provided it can
be socured for FSML  The property is
owned by E. A Taylor, and was offered to
the city for S The report adds that,
it the Tuylor site eannot be obtalned for
the price named, the committes recOm-
mends the purchase of the Adler property,
o trect I00x10 feet, nt the corner of Fif-
teenth and Exchange streets, provided (¢t
can be bought for 3450, The price submit-
ted by the owner was M,

Regarding the sale of the City Hall
property. the report recommends that the
offer made by M. 8. Copeland of . 15155 for
the lot and bullding be accepted, provided
either of the two new sites cun be pur-
chased at the figures named. If the clty
pells the Oity Hall 1t must vacate the
pulldtng before May 1

ESTIMATE IS VERIFIED.

Wwalla Walla Wheat Crop as Oregon-
ian Predicted.

WALLA WALLA, Wash.,, Nov. 18.—(8pe-
cial }—A remarkable instance of ah ac-
rurate crop estimate was shown yesterday
when & report made up here from figures
turnished by warehousemen and rallroad
men verified within 200 bushels the esti-
mate of The Oregonlan during harvest of
the INE wheat crop of Walls Walla Coun-
ty. When it Is remembered that The

‘e estimate has beon disputed
by even optimists ever since It was made

&8 having been too high, its verification
at this late day agninst the figures of
jocal grain experts i all the more un-

The Orsgonian’s figures allowed 2250000
bushels of wheat for Walla WElla County,
A semi-official estimate fAnished yester-
day sfternoon showed 248,00 to be ap-
proximately the aggregate yisld.

This shows the wheat output of Walla
Walla County for 1%8 to be only about 30
per cent short of avermge, while most
statisticians have figured It was {rom #®
to & per cent off. The showing in the
face of exiremely adverse conditions
throughout most of the growing year is
considered exceilent for the valley,

Of this amount, approximately 3 per
cent has been sold, while about 65,000
bushels have been shipped out, principai-
Iy to Puget Bound pointa, -ms the Sound
milling demand has been gredter than
that from Portland

The same report also verifies The Ore-
gonian’s estimnte of the Columbis County
crop to within a few thousand busbhels,
while the Umatilla County estimate, where
statistics were necessarily difficult to ob-
tain, and where The Oregonian’'s figures
ware hitterly criticised by part of the
Umatilia press, is shown to have been ap-
proximately exact. The Columbia County
product s figured here at 155000, - of
whick about 0,000 was wheat and the
balance bariey. The Umatilia figures are
not certain, the estimats being about
2.900,000, only & salight variance from The
Oregonlan's 2960000, a computation made
while cutting operations were still in
progrens.

Dog Shows for Next Season.

VARCOUVER, B. C., Nov. §.—The Van-
couver Kennel Club has joined the Amer-
ican Pacific Coast towns In arranging a
circuit of dog shows for 1904 The FPort-
land dates are April 20, 21 and 2. Van-
couver dogs will be on show earlier, viz,
from March 31 to April 2, and 1t is lkely
that many canines from hers will be
sent Bouth,

Victoria will follow Vancouver, Its
dates belng from April 6 to §; Seattie will
come mext, from April 13 to 18 then
Portland, from April 30 to 33, and lastly,
Ban Francisco, from April 27 to 30. All
dates are inclusive. For the bench shows
in the two Britigh Columbia towns there
will be local judges. Colonel Dudley, the
United Btates Consul, has been sctive In
arranging this International ciroult for
canines on the Const

Supreme Court Proceedings.

BALEM, Or., Nov. 18 —{8peclal )—Orders
were made in the Bupreme Court today as
followe:

Gearge Good, rospondent, vs W. K
Bmith, appellant; respondent allowed un-
til January 4 to file brief.

W. J. Irvine, respondent, vs. Washing-
ton Nationa! Bullding, Loan & Insur-
ance Association, appellant; respondent
allowed wntll January ! to file additional
abstract or brief or otherwlise appear.

Beneca C. Beach, appellant, vs. Guaran-
ty Bavinges & Loan Asrsoclation, respond-
ent: oraered that respondent have until
Deocember 16 to file brief.

G. I, Totter, respondent, va. Town of
Bltayton, sppellant; respondent allowed
untll December 1 to file abstract

Biate of Oregon, respondent, vs. Charles
Hougaton, appellant; time to Nle appel-
lant's brief extended 2 days.

Will Play Football on Friday.

WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY, Salem,
Or., Nov. 18—{8pecial.}—The date of the
game scheduled between Willamette Unl-
versity foothall team and the Albany Col-
jege team has been changed to Friday,
November 3. Last woek the experiment
of Friday games was tried and proved
highly popular, especially  among the
business men. Tho local team has been
in poor shape, owing to severs injuries
received in the game with Pacific Uni-
versity, but it will try to be In form for
the caming contest,

Lumbermen Wait for Elliott.

TACOMA, Wash,, Nov. 1§ —Members of [

the Pacific Coast Lumber Munufacturers'
Ansoclation will assemble in Tacoma on
Friday to meet Presldent Elllott, of the
Northern Pacific. They will makes three
requests: That the order refusing to al-
low Northern Pacific cars to be loaded
vig the Burlingtod line be rescinded; that
steps be taken to prevent another car
shortege and to relleve that still existing;
that fir rates to Missourl River polnts be
lowered to 40 cents, and that a lower rate
be given on box shooks to these points

Dearth of Teachers In Clackamas.
OREGON CITY, Nov. A —{Special.)—
Because of the scarcity of avallable teach-
ers In thi=s lecality, County Superintend-
ent Zinser has this week been compelled
to abandon hi=s office at the Courthouse
and assume the principalship of the Park
Piace School, succeeding Professor Me-
Cann, who has been taken sertousiy (il
dnd gone to Portland to submit to a
surgical operation. It has been some time
since competent educators wers s sCarce
as they are In this section at this time.

Must Collect Road Poll Tax.

OREGON CITY, Nov. E—(Special)—
The County Court, at & wpecinl session
held today, made an order dirscting
Road Supervisors of the county to enforce
the collection of all delingquent road poll
taxes before December 1. At that date
the Bupervisors make thelr annual reports
to the court. This sasessment. amounting
to 8 per annum, has been very generally
pald In this county. The fund is expended
in road construction iIn the road district
In which it Is collected

Preachers Grow More Liberal.

SPOKANE. Wash.., Nov. 1£—-The Spo-
kane ministers, after a warm discussion,
have decidad to let down the bars and
admit the ministers of other than those
who belinve in the divinity of Christ and
the unity of the Trinity. Herstofore the
pastors of the Unitarian and Unlversal-
Ist churches -and the Jewish synmagogue
have been debarred from membership on
account of thelr Nberal views

Trying Important Land Contest.
EUGENE, Or., Nov. Ii.—(8pecinl.)—Tes-
timony is being taken today In the home-
stead contest case of L. Zimmerman va.
George Flsher., The case l8 of consider-

gble Interest. The bomestend <haim s
about two miles from Blues River City. |
Zimmerman s president of the Lucky

Boy and Fisher is also Interested In Hlue
River minlng property.

Eakin to Succceed Lyman.

ASBTORIA, Or., Nov. E-Special. )—At
a special meeting of the Astorla Progres.
slve Commercial Associantion, this even-
ing, Professor H. 8. Lyman, who was
recently appofnted to take charge of the
Oregon educational exhibit at the Bt Louls

Falr, tendered his resignation as secre-
tary. J. A. Eakin was elected to ill the
vacancy.

Good News to New Westminster.

NEW WESTMINSTER. B. C., Noy. 18—
(Bpecial. )—The first locomotive engine on
the Vancouver, Westminster & -Yukon
Railway between Westminster and Van-
couver arrived on the car ferry Sidney
today and was uansferred to the line
under constructlion. This jpcomotive will
be used in laying the ralls

Suspected of Series of Robberies.
WALLA WALLA, Wash.,, Nov, 18—
(Bpecial)—Frank O'Conner, suspected of
a daring robbery bhere July 3, when
property worth $500 was taken from lodg-
ing-h and hotels In one night. was
arrested at Colfax today and
bere for trial

Injured While Moving a House.
INDEPENDENCE, Or.. Nov. 18 —(Spe-
cial.)—Adolph Sampson, of Falls City, re-
celved several very bad Injuries while
moving & house in that city a few days
ago and was moved to Salem, where he
could have surgical care.

tha |

T00 ROUGHFOR TEST

High Wind and Sea Prevented
Trial of Chinook.

"TAKEN DOWN TO RIVER MOUTH

Dredge Ready to Begin Operations as
Soon as Weather Conditions Are
Favorable-—-Ancaics Char-
tered to Load Flour.

ASTORIA, Nov. 18.—(Special.)—The big
dredge Chinock was taken down to the
mouth of the river this moming for & test
st Gredging on the bar. Aflar reaching
No. § buoy, both suction plpes wers
dropped, but owing to the high wind and
rough sen the vesdsel had to be kept run-
ning at a high rate of speed and nothing
in the way of dredging could bz acoom-
piished. Major Langfitt, who was omn
board, returnad to Portland this evening.

The Chinook Ix now ready to begin oper-
atons as soon as the conditlons are favor-
able, but when the next test will be mads
is not known and will depend entirely on
the weather,

BATTLE WITH THE ELEMENTS

Colller Mackinaw Narrowly Escapes
Foundering.

BAN F‘RAN!‘F(‘O. Nov., 18 —Caught ina
terrific gale off the northern coast, the
colller Mackinaw, which arrivid in port
today, bad a hard battle with the ele-
ments and narrowly escaped foundering.
It took the veassl %0 hours to steam down
the const from Tacoma, and when ahe
entered the harbor today her deck showed
plainly the effects of the gale. One of
the steamer's Hfeboats was missing, her
ralls were bent and twisted and her hatch
coverings were (OTT AWAY.

The Mackinaw jeft Tacoma deeply Iaden
with coal, and éncountersd the storm off
the Columbia River on Baturday morning
| The wind came from the southwest and
gradually Increassd im viclence until It
was blowing a gaje. The Mackinaw with
her small freeboard was soon covered
with water which rolled over her
bow, snd her decks were awnash from
stem to stern. Half speed was ordered
in the engine-room, but the seas contin-
ved to board her, washing all movable
gear overbonrd and rendering the lower
deck umtenable. Omne gilant wave curled
| over the steamer, sending the spray fiying

over ihe bridge, lifting one of the star-
board lifeboats from the davits and dash-
ing it over the side. Then came the ory
| that the covering of the main hatch had

been torn away and the waler was pour-
ing into the hold. Capiain Slorrs real
tzed that if the covering was pot made
| tast the steaner would certalnly founder,
and the men were immediately set to
work to cover up the hatch. The men
worked up to thelr walsts in the water,
| whichh flooded the deck, and every wave
that bonrded swept them fsom their feet

First Mate Meadey was Ufted by n wave
and dashed against the deckhouse, guffer-
ing palnful injuries to his shoulder and
chest, Carpenter Beckman was also
thrown aguinst the rall, and narrowly es-
caped being swept overboard. The
ficers of the Mackinaw say the galc wWis
the heaviest they ever experienced on
this coasl.

ol-

CHARTERED FOR PORTLAND.

British Ship Ancaios Wil Come

North From San Francisco.
The Hritish ship Ancalos, which ar-
1 rived In San Francisco about three weeks
| ago, bhas been chartered to load flour
at Portiand for South Africa. She s now
discharging o cargo’ of coal at the Bay
City, and as soon as it ls out, she wiil
eome north In dallast, This will be the
l fourth ballust ship drawn from San Fran-
|
|
|
|

clsco by Portland exporters this season,
and more will follow. Portland secms
to be the only port on the Pacific Coast
that can supply cargoes for all of the
ldie  ships this season, and the exporters
of this city are not only helping out the
| Jdle shipping at San Francisco, but are
also drawing oa Puget Sound. Already
| this memson the steamships Kobe, Hiba
and Ascot and the Britleh bark Strath-
| don have come rcund from Puget Sound
| and the British ship Vincent will come
| from there this week. From San Fran-
| cisco, there has come in ballast to load
||at Portinnd, the steamships Yeddo, Tot-
tenham and Algoa, and there %s under
| eharter to come north In ballust the An-
cajos, Anderinha, Procyon and Btanley
Dollar. The iatter salled from Hakodate
November #, and will discharge some
| freight at Ban Francisco before reaching
Portland. Bhe is due here for November
londing.

JESSIE HARKINS LAUNCHED.

Hosférd's Gasoline Steamer Ready for
i Service.

Captain Hosford's new gasoline steamer
Jessle Harkings was successfully launched
{ at the Portland Shipbullding Company’s
| ¥ards at noon yesterday She s one of
the lurgest gasoline boata In the North-
west, and s the best fAtted up of any
craft of this kind onm the river. The
stsamer was bullt to run between Van-'
| couver snd Washougal, and will carry
only passengers, of whom she can take
about 10 cach trip. Na, freight or bag-
gage wiii be carried, and as the Harkins
Is o be a day boat, there are no siesp-
ing accommodations for passengers. Two
cabins are provided. one forward and
the other aft A H-horsepower engine
| will drive the boat, and it Is belleved she
will make good time, though she was
not bullt for speed. The steamer Is 2
feet jong and has a beam of 154 feet. As
lnunched, ®he Is practically ready for
pervice, and will go on her new route In
a few days.

ENTIRE CREW DESERTS.

British Bark Duns Law Tied Up for
Lack of Sailors.

ABTORIA, Nov. 1B —(Bpecial.)—The en-
tire crew of the Britlsh bark Duns Law,
with the exception of the apprentices, the
carpenter and one sallor wio s (I in
the hospital, has deserted. While the de-
sertion of the crew Is apparently not re-
gretted by anyome, Captain Nichols has
used every precaution to keep the men
on board.

The work of removing the cargo is well
under way and has shown that the portion
in the lower hold shifted to the star-
board, Two additlional rows of large
sacks will be placed on the port side
to make the eargo solld. The vessel will
then be trimmed with the grain between
decks. Bo far as can be ascertalned. none
of the cargo was damaged.

The bark should be ready to go to mea
In a fow days If A new crew 18 secured
by that time,

Tacoma-Philippine Service.

VANCOUVER, B. C., Nov. 15 — From
Manila comen the report that the Bhaw-
mut and Tremont, two blg stesmers well
kuown on this Coast, are to be fitted up
for paEscnger service between Tacoma and
the Philippines. Those vessels, which are
of #iM groas register, are remarkable for
their steadiness at sea, and It Is claimed
that they will prove ldea)l boats for the
purpose, particularly on the rough run
from Manlla to Hong Kong. Bach ship

has been arranged to accommodata 60
first-class as well as 3 namber of second-
class The Bha started
the new service. BShe was scheduled to
leave Maniia early In this month and
shoull be well on her way to Tacoma.
The steamers will connect with the
Northern Paoific Rallway for points
East, Special rates are announced for
United States Army anpd Navy officers,
to members of the diplomatic service, re-
turning missionaries, clergymen and their
families. The Tremont will leave Manila
early in December.

Vincent Will  Be Towed Down.
The British ahip Vincent, which haa
been chartered to load grain here, will
be towed all the way around from Van-
souver, B, C,, to the Columbla Rlver.
She was expected to leave the British
Columbia port yesterday In tow of cne
of the tugs of the Puget Sound Tugboat
Company.

Cargo of Schooner Bartlett.

ASTORIA, Nov. 18 —(Bpecial.}~The
manifest of the schooner R. W. Bartlett
was flled at the Custom-House today.
The vessel oarries & cargo of 625,73 feet
of Jumber, loaded at Carrollton, and goes
to Redondo.

e —

Domestic and Forelgn Ports.

ABTORIA, Or., Nov. IS—Arrived down at
11 A. M.—Norwegian ship Almedia. Left up
at 11:30 A. M. —Schooner Irene. Condition of
the bar at 5 P. M., smooth; wind east; westher
eloudy.

San Francisco, Nov, 1A —Arrived at 1 A M.
—Bteamer Rosectans, froen Portiand.

Taintag—Arrived Nov, 18.—German steamer

Georgn 1 i, . o
tilla, fresm Victoria; stesmer Chico, from Ban-
&om; steamer Ariscnan, [from Bealtie, staamer
Mipeola, from T Salled—8ch Hes.
olute, for PFairbhaven, Charies W. Morgan,
whaling cruise; scheoner King Cyres, for Ta-
coma; steamer Coquille River, for Gray's Har-
bor.

Tecoma, Nov. 18 —Asrrived — Bteamer Cen-
temnial, from San Franclaco. Salled—German
etvamer Nicaria, for Begttle,

Senttle, Nov. 18 —Balled—French ship Andre
Theodore, Haljmrd, Arrived—Jerman

L)—Batied
—Deflance, from Hoqulam, for Guaymas; Foy
Bomara, from Aberdesn for Ban Pedro; Cen-
tralia, from Abondeen, for San Francisco. Ar-
rived—Bequola, from San Francisco, for Aber-
deen, San Pedro, from San Francisco,
Aberdern; Benderson, from San Fraociscs, for
Aberdeen.

BASIS OF BRIBERY CHARGE.

Evidence Brought Qut in the Famous
Deitrich Case.

OMAHA, Neb., Nov. 18.—No caplas has
yet been issued for United Btates Senator
Dietrich on the Indictment charging al-
leged bribery and comspiracy. The bill |
of Indictment aguinst Senator Dietrich
has not been permitted by Judge Mun-
ger to be made public, and will not be
given out, It Is stated. untll the Benator
has appoared to give bond. The bill
against Postmaster Fisher, however, wgs
made public today. It 1s as follows:

“First, viclation of srction 1781, revised
statutes of the United States; that Jacob
Fisher, on July & 181, fraudulently pald
to Charles H. Dietrich, a member of the
United Btates Congress, $50, for alding
to procure and procuring for sald Fisher
the office of postmasier at Hastings, Neb.

“Becond, glving property to the value
orf 300, July § 1800, to sald Dietrich for
aiding to procure and procuring him the
office of postmaster.

“Third, on July §, 1801, giving 4 certain
valuable conslderation to Dietrich, that
sald Dietrich being obligated by a cer-
taln contract In writing. dated April 9,
1501, to purchase from Silas A. Strickland,
Post 13, Grand Army of the Republie,
cértain goods and chattels, the property
of sald post, and to pay therefor the
sum of 3500; that Fisher did unlawfully
satisfy and discharge sald claim to sald
pogt by the payment of the sald sam of
§500.
“Fourth, April 20, 12 sald Fisher |
agreed to pay to sald Dietrich 31300 for
alding to procure and procuring the office
of postmaster at Hastings, Neb.

“Fifth, on April 3, 191, sald Fisher 414
agree td give property to ths vsiue of

S50 to said Dietrich.

“Sixth, April ¥, 1901, sald Fisher agreed |
to give to sald Dietrich certaln valuable |
conxideration of 350 for alding to secure
and securing for him the sald office nf1
postmaster, Dietrich then being obliguted
to sald Grand Army of the Republic post
by @& comtract in writing, dated April
9 181, to purchase such property. and
that Fisher agreed to and ald satlafly
sald clalm of 8800 by paying sald sum of
money to sald post.”

SUMMERS EXPLAINS HIS COURSE

Contends Correspondence Shows He
Was Not Actuated by Malice.
OMAHA, Neb, Nov. 18—A represcenta-
tive of the Associnted Press asked United
States Attorney Bummers what his rea-
sona were for not presenting the Hast-
ings posioffice transaction befors the last
grund jury for investigation, and he re-
piled by referring to the following letter
In reply to Attorney-General Knox's som-

munication:

“Omaha, June 28 1903 —The Attorney-
General, Washington.—8ir; [ have the
honor to acknowledge recelpt of your
communication of the HNth inst. It Is'a
matter of deep regret to me that any
action on my part should fail to mest
your approval. May I ask If you will not
kindly read the Inclosures, requests made
by me and directions given by you rela-
tive to the Investigation before the grand
jury iIn the conduct of the agent of the
Omaha and Winnebago agency in Ne-
Lrasha?

“Looking upon this case as a precedent
and belleving It reflecied your wishes In
similar cases, I feel you would prefer
that the Investigation be made under di-
rections of the Postoflice Depuartment, the
conduct of a postmaster and the terms of
a2 ten years' lease being & subject of in-
quiry, This course was not adopted by
me to avold any unplessant undertaking,
Om the contrary, It was for the purpose of
being the batter prepared to do my whole
duty. Your obedient servant,

“W. 8 BUMMERS,
“District Attorney.”

It was explalned that the parngraph of
thie letter referring to Indians bad to do
with other casea, In thess cases unoffi-
clal potice had come to Mr, Bummers'
ofMce of certaln alleged violations of the
law by men who were attempting to
fraudulently secure possession of Indlan
lands,

The cases were then under investigation
by the Interior Department, and Mr. Bum-
mers wrote for the evidence it had to lay
before the grand jury. The department
replied, through the offlce of Attorney-
General, that it preferred first to complote
its own Investigation, and d1d not want
the matter probed by the grand jury In
the meantime.

“T am very glad,” sald Mr. Bummers,
“that this correspondence hax been made
publie. I think it will explain better than
I possibly can do whether It was malice
that prompted me to bring this matter
to the attention of the grand jury at this
term.”

KNOX TOOK HIM TO TASK.

Summers Asked One Grand Jury to
Let the Charge Go Over.

WASHINGTON, Nov. S—Correspon-
dence that passed between United States
District Attorney Sommers, at Omaha, and
Attorney-General Knox In June last In the
matter of the charges agalnst Postmaster
Fisher, of Hastings, and United States
Sermtor Dietrich, of XNebraska, and the
Investigation of the same by the grand
jury, was made publle today. The letter
of Mr. Sommera to the Attornev-Genoral
is dated June 23, and s as follows:

“I have the honor to transmit to you
herewith the testimony given bafore the

United States grand jury on June 6, 1908,
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by Leopold Hahn. Mr. Hahn is a citizen
of Hastings, Adams County, Nedb. He was
called before the grand jury at the re-
quest of membems, on account of well-
defined rumors In circulation, and charges
based thervon as to the viclation of sec-
tlon 1781, revised statutes of the United
States, by Jacob Filsher, who is now Fost-
master In the City of Hastings,

“The lestimony, you will ses, reflects
not only upon Jacob Fisher, the Post-
master, but as weli upon United States
Senator Dietrich, of Nebraska, The grand
Jurors insisted upon making a thorough |
and searching investigntion. This Inves-
tigation was discontinued &t my request |
because of the fact that the conduct of a
United States Senator was Involved In
the question they desired to Investigate. !
At the sime time I stated to the grand |
jury that an investigntion would be made
by another grand fury If it be disclowxed
subsequently that the ends of justice de-
mand it. For the purpose of prevalling up-
on the grand jurors to discontinue the In- |
vertigation, T stated then I would sab-
mit the Information to the Department of
Justice and ask for directions in the prem-
imes. With the assistance of the foreman
of the grand jury, one of the prominent
and influential citizsns of the state, I was
enabled to prevall upon the grand jerors
o comply with my request

“In this connectlon permit me to say
there are appointments in this state oth-
e¢r than the one at Hastings named in the |
testimony submitted herewith, about
which the grand jury manifested a dispo-
eltion to Inquire. No wilnesses were ex-
amined as to them, however, for the same I
reason given above, © 1 hold myself In
rendiness to follow any direction you may
give me."

Reply of Knox.

The reply of the Attornmey-General
dated June 26, and is aa followa:

*1 have yvour letter of the 234 Inst,, trans-
mitting a copy of testimony given before
the United States grand jury in Omaha
on June 16, 198, by Leopold Hahn, called
before the grand jury at its request, and
on account of alleged violations of sec-
tion 1i%1 of the Revised Statutes of the
United Btates, by Jacoh Flsher, now Post-
master In the clty of Hastings, Neb. In
yvour lettar you correctly state that this
testimony reflects not only upon Jacob
Fisher, the Postmaster, but as well upon
United States Senator Charles H. Dlet-
rich, of Nebraskn. You llkewise in your
letter state that the investigation by tha
grand jury wms Jdiscontinued at your re-
quest, the reasons which prompted you
to makes suchk request, and the means
which you employved In securing that end

“In reply I state vou should not have
requested a discontinuance of the investl-
gatlon aguinst the grand jury's Insistence,
because of the fact thmt the conduct of a
United States Sanator was invoived in the
question the grand jury desired to investi-
gate. From the copy of the proceedings
before the grand jury It appears that at
the, time the testimony closed a most ex-
traordinary and lncrimimuting story has
been toid by the witness, Hahn, In which
Benntor Dietrich was criminally fnvolved,
but the facts which formed the basis of
this talk were not of the witness' own
knowledge Fairness to the person thus
Incriminnted. a= well as other considera-
tions of duty, should have caused you to
refrain from Interfering with the desire of
the grand jury to probe the malter to the
bottom. I especially disapprove of your
carrying out Interference with the proper
tunctions of the grand Jury to the extent
of using your promise to submit the mat-
ter to this department for direction In the
premises as An argument In your effort to
persunde the jury to discontinue thelr In-
vestigation.

“Upon the whole your actlon In the
matter, the end accomplished, and the
means employed were astonishing, unwar-
ranted. and highly Improper.”

Benator Dietrich called at the White
House today nnd had a long Interview
with the Prealdent concerning the action
instituted against him by the grand jury
at Omaha, He declined to discuss hia In-
terview, but said that In & few days he
would go to Nebraskn and formally meet
the charges brought against him.
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