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FOREST RESERVES IN OREGON

HERMANN'S SUDDEN CHANGE OF FRONT AND PART HIS RELATIVES TOOK
IN RECOMMENDING ROGUE RIVER WITHDRAWAL—LETTER N

. -

OEREGONIAN NEWS BUREAU, Wash-
ington, Oet. 6—The scheme 1o create a
forest reserve In the Rogue River Coun-
try, in Bouthwestern Oregon, originnted
In the fertile brain of Hon. Binger Her-
mann, now Congressman and ex-Com-
missioner of the Land Office. This mnay
be nows to many good citizens of Ore-
goa, who perhaps recall the pronounced
terms in which Mr. Hermann, when the
agitation was at its height n year and
& balf ago, protested against the crea-
tion of the reserve, and brought forward
such convincing rensons that the Sec-
retary of the Intertor was persuaded the

spropesition ought to be abandoned. Yet
this powerful Influence against the e
serve was wiclded by the same Mr. Her-

mann who had previously taken position

on the fence, ahd on both sides of the
fence, as wili be shown by the facts here
narrated.

Two years ago, in July, 191, to be more
exact. The Oregonian correspondent
culled on Mr., Hermann, then Commls-
sioner of the General Land Office, and

nskted for o full and comprehensive state-
ment showing what Interests and what
porsons were at work endeavoring to ee-
oure the oreation of the Rogue River
forest reserve. Tha result of that inter-
view was Iully set forth In a dspaich
which appearsd in The Oregenian under
dute of July 2% 190
Flrat Move for the Reserve,

As was stated at the time, the Com-
missioner gave the correspondent to un-
derstand thal o reserve In Southwestorn

Oregon was first contemplated by Spe-
cial Agent Bender, and was later recom-
mended by the Geological Survey, The

Commissionsr added he was “personally
acguninted with Bender,” and belleved
him to be a thoroughly conscientious and
straightforward man, who bad the inter-
ésis of the Government and the siate
at heart. In his dispatch telling of the
interviow the correspondent sald:

in the opinion of Mr. Hermann,
in Sogthwesteorn Oregon. If not
necrasily, te of great! advaniags,
enly in preserving the timber of that
tion, but as & pretection to the water sup-
ply. Owing to the cutting of tim which
has aiready progreescd that section, he
treama of Southwestiern Uregon
y diminished remarkably In slze
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an mctual
oL

-

wouhd

On this account he hopea Lo sea nome siep
taken which will afford an adequate pro-
tection 10 The water wy b

T oplolon of Commissioner Her-
mAnn Was Conveye by n gensral con-
versution which he not care to have
quoted, and as the stalement was never

criticised or denled, the conclusion drawn
was presumably correet
RBecords Xot 1o Be Seen.
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Office, The Oregonlan correspondent
recently had access to these same
that were so cautiously guarded hy O«
missloner Hermann, Not only has he
had n squint at the papers, but he has
haadied and rTead every letter, islegram

and report pertaining to the proposed re-
serve In Southwestern Oregon, and has
hud the same privilege with regard to the
press coples of sll outgolng correspond-
ence om the same subject. That he has
gcen il the records he is convinced, for
tn making his sxamination he had at
his elhow the departm ital docket, show-
ing all letters received and all sent with
dates, names and brief summaries of
each By checking up, mnothing was
overivoked. - Some papers, of course, are
of littls ocpnsequence Others proved to
be of great moinent, and intense Inter-
ext. Perhaps the following quotations
may show why It was thot under the
former mtmml.-xrr.n--.n the records of _me
Land Office were "not public property.

Orders of Hrrm-un to Bender.

3t was with difficulty that the original

letter pertaining 1o a Rogue River -
serve coudd be found. It was not Fegu-
larly entered, and from outward appear-

ances the scheme staried In the middle,

Finally the much-sought paper wWas Qis-
coversd. and it read as follows:
Washington, 31 ., March 10 Edward Ben-
der, Fag., Special Ageut, L. O —Tear Sir:
immedintely upon the o mapletion of the in-
vestigatlon and reporis directed by my letler
of February 15 1888, you will prooesd to the
viotnity of the headwaters of the south [fork
of the Coquille River, in Oregon, with a view
to fetermining whethor the cedar foresta of
that reglom should be reserved

It myy aleo be well to examine the forreis
alonw he Rogue River asd tributanies wilh
the same objec: In view,

(Sipned) BINGER HERMANNK
This jetter was nddressed to Hender at
Washington, D). C., but by order of the
Commissioner (noted in the records) It
was malled to him at Myrtie Polnt, his
home. If Bender was carrying out the
instructions of February 18, he was nol
at Myrtle Point, but deep in the Cascade
Forest Reserve, “studying the sheep-graz.
fng problem.” Which he could not well

a

do at that season of the year

But who, pray, s Bender? The Com-
missioner two years ago sald he knew
him personally and spoke highly of the

special agent who wWas flI!],h-I[ ted om hie
own recommendution on June 22, 185, and
aguin Beptember 30, 1895, 1Ir your corre-
spindent mistakes not, Bender 1s o broth-
er-dn-law to Hon Binger Hermann  Of
course he spoke highly of him. Why
ghouldn't he?
Urges Him to Complete Work.

Juilging by yvast emptiness of the
files, Bender was so busily engaged with
his sheep Investigations ontil well into
the Fall of 18% that he had not time to
report, for nothing was hearnd from him

»

the

regarding forest reserve examinations sli |

Summer long. dhe Commissionger was rv-
jdently becoming anxious about his rels-
tive by marriage, for on September 24 he
wrote g four-page letter to Bender, agaln
at Myrtie Polnt, directing him to *“com-
plete™ his examination for the purpose
of ascertaining the advisability of creat-
ing one or more forest reserves {n South-
wentern Oregon, anfl to repart fully.

Why the word “complete” was used is
not _known, nothing had been heard
from Bender 1o indieate that he had be-
gun his Investigations, He had made no
roport: he had written no letter. On Oc-
tober 4 howeter, he was hearnd from, with
& request to employ a “gulde and a sur-
veyor” to assist him in his examinations,
A gulde, note, and the examinations wore
to be made In hls home county, where
he had resided for nobody knows how
many years. Nevertheleas, on October 31,
auvthority wne granted, and presumably
Mr. Beader had compuny on his tramp
through the mountainm, if he undertook
#such s trip.

Under date of October I,
on which autharity was granted him to
employ asslstance In “completing” his in-
vestigations, Bender addressed to Com-
missioner Hermann a loug report, in
which he recommended the creation of a
fareat reserve, to embrace about 1T town.
ships Iying in the nelghborhood whers
Josephine, Coos. Douglas and Curry Coun-
tiee mect. He reported 3 heavy stand
of wvajuable timber over most of (his
aren, although he stated that It was not
evenly distributed, and went on to expiain
that there were few settlers in the dls.
trict. The Bowthern Parific Raliroad, he
sald, “may be the only Government pat-
entee whon the lande are surveyed. There
may be also some state lands within the
proposed lines.™

it was furthermore explaloed that “ao

for

188, the day

| August,

material Interests Involved will be Injured
by reserving these lands.” And later on
It was =aid the lands were better adapted
for forest use than for other purpones
This Is the unanimous opinlon of all those
I Interviewed., “A reserve following uhe
lines lald down by Mr. Bender” in was
explained, “would not confllet materially
with cxisting right=. It would embrace
ull of the best timber on the unsurveyed
Government iands.”

“Hermann"” Suggested as Name.

In conclusion, Special Agent Bender
s fd:

“After consuitation with gquite a num-
ber of the oldest sattiers and prominent
citizens here, it Is suggested that Lhe
name of the Hermann Forest Reserve
woukd be mosi appropriate and accoepi-
able."

Under dute of November § Bender,
from Myrtle Point, recommendad that two
and one-hall townships be added to the
arca previously recommended for teser-
vallon, and he explained. in that report,
that “‘there are a number of settiers on
thes= lande” and the "Oregon & Cali-
fornla rulirond grant laps over and takes
in a large portion of two of the town-
nhipe.*

This closes Mr. Bender's career, so far
as ithe Rogue River forest reserve was
concerned, and It is found, upon examirna-
tlon of other records, that he was finally
dropped from the rolls of the department
August 28 1ML His dismissal was made
to date back to November 4, I88. The rec-
ords do not show any s=rvice by the sur-
veyor and gulde, howewver

Bender"s case 18 peculinr The Orego-
ninn correspondent was iuformed by an
official of high rank, and in a pasition 1o
know, that Bender, during the two years
nnd more he was on the roll, at a salary
of §130 a year, and an additional
ance of §3 a day in ey of subsister
Ml neorsrary traveling and other exj

and
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e

pald, performed practically no service be-
yond what was shown In 1the foregoing
report. 1f he was busy during those two

years he left few tracks behind;
perpeluate hixz memory

little to

In the Bpring of 188 BReéender's recom-
mendations were referred to the Geolog-
lcal Survey, and on May 2 of that yesr

came back, the survey recommending t(hat
the reserye be created on a much grander
acale, to Inddude al] lapds designated by
Bender, and three timee as many more,
extending southward to the Californian
line Referring to the lands mentioned
by Bender, Director Walcott, of the G
logical Survey, said

*The information in posasession of this
office concerning this region s not by any
means {ull, bat, =0 far a= It goes, it cor-

moborates the statements in the report of
Judge Bender. Of the townships In-
cluded In this area, «lther In whole or In

part, examinations bave been made of
four only It I= believed thess townships
represent the area falrly well The timber

does not sppear (0 be distributed uni-
formly over the area, but is much heavier
In mtimne places than in others. With the
exception of the burned areas, the entine
region Is understood to be well forested,
“It & & mountalnous and somewhat In-

accessible region, and ft s not prob :
that the timber stand upon It will be
needed for the general market for some
time o Come

*‘The same condition which prevails hers
extends with some sHght modifications
southward 1o the California line. These
mpodificntions consist in a decrease In the
amount of timber which upon south-facing
slopes becomes somewhat sant

I would heartily recommend the setting
apuart ag o forest reserve of the tract can-
ceming which you make {nquiry (that rec-
ommended by Bender), and 1 would fur-
ther submit for your consideration the
extension of the limits of this proposed
reserve southward to the Callfornia line,
taking in all of the country of the Coast
ranges which has not yet been sub-
divided ™

Enter Hermann's Som.

At this juncture another
character enters upon the seens:
Milier, son-in-lnw of Hon
mann. This gentleman
1806, wns made a special
eral Land Offlece, on (e game terma as
Brother-in-Law Bender. He was reap-
pointed Apei]l 25, 180, to take effect April
I8, 18, 50 It |8 seen he did not miss con-
nection with the Faderal Treasury, even
though there was a temporary delay in
the reappointment. Before this second
uppointment explred, on June 27, 1808 Mil-
Jer's appointment was made permanesnt,
to take effect July 10, and a few days inter,
on July 8, he recelved orders from As-
mistant Commissloner Richards, while he
yet remained in Washington, to “proceed
to Rosehurg to secure from the local Land
Office the necessary data to enable you 1o
make an examination os to the advisabll-
ity of creating one or more forest re-
serves in Bouthwestern Oregon” He was
directed to make personal Investigations
af this reglon and to furnish a full and
complete report.

Reporits Few and Brief,

fn-Law,

Interesting
K. L
linger Her-
on Jaoumrry 3§,
agent in the Gen-

Miller carried out one part of his In-
etructions promptly. He hastened 1o Rose-
burg, at Goverpment expenss. Further-
maore, he must have made a very cs ful
study of the records of the Rnrr’-'ur:
office, for in one of his Jetters he stated
that “‘the examination of the reconds ook
from the Bth to the Mth of July." This
done, he started for the fleld. The only
thing heard from Miller during the rest o

the Summer, in fact, the remalnder of the

year, 188, came to the Land Office in the
form of three brief—palnrolly i —re-
ports, which told in the most general
terms of heavy forests of various kKinds

of timber that he had passed 1t
his tour of Inspection. These repe
supposed to cover opemtions for July and
bt It in only fakr to state thut all
three reportis, bearing different dates, wern
recelved at the Land OfMcs stmultanecusdy
October 23, and the Information co
in the thrée was of no more than
would have been the report of any man
who has & general Hes of timber condl-
tions in Southwestern Oregon

In the Department those reporte are
Jooked upon af the most ridiculous state-
ments ever made by & apecinl agent, They
are absolutely of no valoe in .*.Fw:m‘.mr.k
whether or not & reserve should be cre-
ated, and they have been treated accord.
ing to thelr worth,

At any rate, thesp

talned

ene

three worthleey

re-
ports are absolutely anll that Is of recond
from M} in !‘F‘ﬁ. and represent the

sum total of work (7) he performed from
the date of his appointment. January 15,
1899, to November 4 %, when his serv-
loss were dispensed with

Along In April, M0, Assistant
missioner Richards became
know whit had been done by
whom he lssued orders early

ey

Com-
curious 1o
* man Lo

mer preceding, and on April 18 190 ad-
dressed a Jetter to K. 1. Miler, at
Myrtie Polnt, In which he sasd

“The records-of this ofMice show that on

June 21 last you were given instructions
relative to making an sexamination and
report upon the advisabillty of ecreating
one or more forest ressrves, otc

“It 15 desired that you adviee this ofMice
as to whether you made this examinntion
while In the service, and # so, thar you
will faver me with a report showing the
result of the same."”

From this It scems that Commissioner
Richards did not look upon the three
brief reports of Miller as convering any
intellligent Information Beariig on the
question at lssue, But Miller appesrs to
have (gnored Commissioner Richards’
letter, for there Is no record of a reply.

Miller Is Relnstated,

All dfferences were  smoothed
some way or other, however, for on July
3, 1300, the records show that K. f.
Miller was reinstated as a specinl agent,
and on the old terma, and the day fol-
lowing, Hon. Binger Hermann, Commis-
sfoner. sent him, at Myrtle Polnt, a lot-
ter reading as follows:

“Having befn reappointed  special
agent of this office, 1t 18 desired that
you will resume the examination us to
the advisabllity of creating omé or more

allow- |

the Bum- |

over "

forest reservations in Bouthwestern Or-
egot, which was ordered In my letter to
you of Juns 23 1888,

“Should you find the services of a sur-
veyor necessary in making this examina-
tionh, you nre hereby authorized, without
further special asuthority, to employ one
for such time as his services may be
found absolutaly Indispensable, at a total
cost of not excesding 500

“Should you find a surveyor absolutely
necessury for a longer period, you will
make application in due time for an ex-
tenston of his servicea, stating the length
of time you deem the same will be re-
quired, and cost per day."

Another jong and painful silence.

Under date of December 16 10, K. L.
Miller, from Roseburg, submitted a falrly
iong report purporting to be the narra-
tive of hi= discoveries during his 2uam-
mer's crulsings. He came out strongly
recommending the creation of a reserve,
to embrace land which be sald he had
examined, being about half of the area
recommended for reservation by the Geo-
Jogical Survey. Desgribing the Jands, he
said:

“The lands which 1 have examined
within the limits of n proposed forest
reserve extend from the fifth parailel
south to the southern boundury of what
will be township 5 on the west, Including
what will be 3510, 35-% and 3B-8 on the
east nide of proposad tract and com-
prises what will be the following de-
scribed townships when surveyesd, com-
mencing on the north with the two sur-
veyed townships 3, mange 10 weost, also
3% west, unsurveyed; township 3-% and

1, and the eantern half of township 31,
range 11: also township 228, X.19 32-11,
and the southwestern three-quarters of
| 8-12 together with southern half of
| townehip 32-11 township 3-8

‘?3-}2. B3-13, 3-8, M9, 310, 34-11, H-1T, M4-13,
{ 358, 5% B-H, 3.1, B-12 -5 3-8 %10,
not completing this township in ranges

11 and 12 west. This Is about one-half of
the area proposed for o forest reserve in
this locality.™

To this he added:

“All the foregolng lands are better
adapted to forem uses and ns a water
conservative than for any other purpose,
and could only be used for any other to a
very limited extent™

In eight loosely writtéen pages he pur-
ports to describe the lands by townships,
both as to timber, settlers, etc, but the
descriptions are very meager and by no
means satisfactory. In fact, they are ut-
terly without valoe.

It Is but just to Mr. Miller to state that
he apparentiy wrote his final report in
i own time, for his name was severed
from the payroll on November 30, 180,
the Secretary having become convinesd
that there was to be no report. The pe-
port is dated 16 days after Miller's salary
wns cut oft. There a letter on fle,
by the way, signed by Commissioner
Hermann, recommending the discontinu-
ance of Miller's services because of “the
rapitly lapsing appropriation.” a favor-
fte expresgion when dismissals were
threatenied by the Secretary.

Calls for Rogue River Papers,

On Outober I5, 1861, the Secretary of the
Interior papers In  the

called for all
Rogue River case, at the mme time ask-
ing for a recommendation from Commis-
sioner Hermuinn as to the advisability of
crealing a roserve. The commissioner
merely transmitted the papers, without
recommendation, and the same were
tumed over to the Geological Burvey,
which promptly reported back, recom-
mending on October 3 the withdrawal of
all unsurveyed townships in Southwest-
ern Oregon, and suggesting that negotis-
tions be entered Into with the Oregon &
Californin Railroad Company for the ex-
change of their lands within this area.
The Director of the Survey took occa-
slon alsc to say:

“The objections made by The Portland
Oregonian (o placing milroad lands in
& res#rve) 8 based upon the belief that
this proposal to establish a reserve is
an pttempt on the part of the rallroad
company to obtaln sorip In exchange for
thelr lands., If that be the case, the pro-
gramme here proposed will prevent such
an outcome."

November 25 Secretary Hlitcheock re-
turned the pabers with a reguest for a
fuller explanation of the proposed “‘ex-
change” with the rallroad company, and
November 23 DHrector Walcott re-
pited

"1 would suggest that it be proposed
that the Southern Pacific lands be ex-
changed for lands sltuated east of the
proposed reserve In approximately the
same latitude and within the State of
Oregon. The odd-numbered sections In
the Const Hanges East of thls aren and
in the Cascade Range are not dissimllar
In character from the even-numbera! sec-
tlons within the proposed reserve, and the
coansolidation of holMings would, no doubt,
be an am.'auln!v the rallrond com-
pany.*

Five days later Becretary Hlicheock re-

o

quested Commissioner Hermann to fur-
nish him such Information as he bhad as
to the character of the milroad lands

within the exterior limits
Rogue River Reserve,

of the proposed
antd ns to the char-

acter of the lunds situnted ecast of the
proposed reserve in approximately the
same latitude, *“together with an expres-

slon of your views and opinfon ne to the
advisablliity of carrying out such a plan
of exch a5 that suggested by the
Geologioni SBurvey.™
Called Forth Adverse Heport,

This letter Is what brought forth Com-
miasicner Hermann's {amous adverse re-
port on the Rogue River Reserve proposi-
which was quoted In The Oregonlan
the time, and portlona of which
agaln guoted below.
Mr. Herman's renort,
1ME, s without douhbt,
st recommendations ever agbmitiod by
him o the Becretary of th terior, 1;1
it he clenriy defines his positi and goes
Into much detall to justify his stand
Is a report that does him eredit,
of whether hils conclustons
Propaer ® Apparently his view s
| popular one In Southeantern Oregon at the
present time, though the confidence of the
department has been shaken by subse.
I' quent recommendations made by Forest
Inspector H. I, Langilis

In his report Commissionsr Hermann
stnted that about 10 per cent of the lands
urupu-u-ul te be withdrawn are surveyed
Murh of the surveyed area is In ocen-
pancy., embracing bonn Ade ngricultural
settlements, mining claims and other uses

nt

mads Innnary 11,
ane of the strong-

regard-
are the
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He goes to =ay:

“No estimate can be made of occu-
pants on the unsurveyed lands, and it is
understood that In many portions there

;nrr rettlements, record of which will be
madle when the publle surveys shall bhe

extended over such portions of that area.
| It ix belleved, further, that many portions

contain agricuitoral Jands suitabie for
homesa as well as for grazsing purposes,
| and a still greater portiom very vialuable
for gold mines. There nre also settiers
| and postoffices within this propossd re-
| serve,

| “The rallroad lands within the exterior
| limits proposed are largely covered with
timber. some portions with very wvaluable
timber: while other portions are mineral
In character. and much that ls not valu-
able,

Ax to Rallroad Lands.

“As 1o the raftircad lands east of the
proposed reserve ‘In  approximately the
same latitude, and west the Cascade
Reserve, It may be sald that soch lunds
are traversad by the Oregon & Oulifornia
Raflroad, and also contain towns and vil-
Inges, extensive frult orchards, ngricul-
tural entries, vast mining enterprises, ete.
This reglon contains s considerable per-
pentage of the population of the state, and
was agong the Nrst explored on the Pa-
cific Coast by Americans. and Is now qulte
grnerally settied throughout. About 5 per
cent remains unsurveyed.”

Resgecling the plan of exchange sug-

mined. There are great numbers of |
mineral locations actively worked, of |
| which this office contains no record.
and of which the law does not

are |

| rournge mining n;wrnl!nm\ within the

It |

'Eested by the Geological Survey, Commis-

-aloner Hermunn =ald:

"I belleve ft to be lmmet!clbh- e
cause of the large guantities of lands be-
longing to the rallroad In the proposed
reserve, which etlll remaln unsurveyed,
and it appears from the records that 50
per cemt remaln unsurveyed. Assuming
thut this proportion of unsurveyead to
surveyed lands applies also to the rall-
road, as to the other lands fn the same
disirict, there could be no present con-
sideration as to exchange for linds else-
where to the extent of such surveyed
lands, por could there be eveén an estl-
mate made as to the quantity really be-
longing to the raliroad company until af-
ter survey, as until then the law affords
no opportunity of ascertalning where
scttlement exints in those sections ante-
dafing the rights of the rallroad com-
pany; hence It is lmpracticable.

“Further, it would be Inadvisable and
unjust to the publle Interests that this
should be dope, even if practicable, be-
cause of the large area of lands within
the even sections east of the proposed
reserve remaining vacant that are sought
for by homestead scttlers, as shown by
the records. To exchange large portioms
of the public lands in those even sec-
tions now wvacant to the rallroad com-
pany for such of ita lands as it may own
within the proposed reserve would greatly
curtall the opportunitles for settlément
by bona fide homepecelers

Mostly Minernl Lands,

“As to such lands as are not fit for
agricuiture, 1t Is & notorious fact that
the greater portion of this reglon Is min-

@ in character, and that among hiils
mountains &t the heads of the smaller
streams, and along the river beds, are

found the most valuable gold deposits,

Thesea are extensively mined and pros- |
pected At the present time, and have
been 10 a greater or less extent for over

halfl a century, while prospecting atill
continues in numerous localities not yet

require record to be made here or In the
local innd office. Much of the minernl de-
posits nre of placer and others of lode
formation

"To prevent an exchange of such lands
to the raillroad company for rellnquish-
ment of Its lands within the
forest reserve would entall great expense
and consume much time In ascertain-
ment and survey of such known mines
And spch an exchange would greatly re-
tard the” development of the mining In-
terests now so generally enjoyed wupon
the wvacant unreserved mineral

would pass to the rallroad company, even
though a reasonable precaution should be
exercised In advance by the department In
any classification which could be devised.
Consolidation No Ensy Matter.
“Furthermore, it may be doubted
whether a consolidation of rallroad bhold-
Ings east of the proposed reserve could
be accomplished, because of the wide ex-
tent of entries previously made with the

many mining locations which would make |

it dificult to secure entire vacant sec-
tions in large bodies »o that the lien
lands could all be selected contiguous to
present rallroad lands east of the pro-
posed reserve, In order to obtain a con-
solldation which the geological survey
suggests would no doubt ba an advantage
to the raflroad company. A careful in-
vestigation might disprove the correct-
ness of this oplnion, yet In view of pres-
ent knowledge of the widely scattered
entrigs, settlements and mining enter-
prises a serious question exists. A still
further objection to be consldered s that
in relation to the unsurveyed even sec-
tlons east of the proposed reserve, which
could not be allowed for lleu Jand selec-
tion In thelr present condition.

“For these reasons and bellefs based
upon gencral information and upon per-
sonal knowledge of much of that country,
1 bhave to report that It would be de-
cidedly inadvisable to attempt to execute
the plan proposed. Since the proposed
réstve became better understood there
has developed much appesition, and with
Its boundaries as recommended It Is
viewed In general disfavor. There have
been presented to this ofMice from various
portions of the reglon affected. as well an
from other portions of the State of Ore-
gon, carnest protests from official au-
thoritles from Individual clilzens and
taxpayers, and from the néwspaper-press,
ete, protests against the creation of such
A reserve. ~

“Lastly,
determined that a reservation shall be
created in some portion of Bouthwestern
Oregon that it be confined to the ox-
treme summit of the Const Range, where
there (8 no opportunity for agricultural
development, mining or other Immediate-
ly useful purposes, and where by such
reserys 8 better protection aganinst fire
may be given to the timber upon the
mountain summits, and at the extreme
heads of the water courses, and then only
upon the exchange of lands of apprexi-

Iy the same wvalue. An examination
of the reports made by special agents of
this office (Bender and Miller) as to a
small portion of the large area now rec-
ommended to be reserved by the gelogical
survey couvinces me that a greater aren
than that which may be embraced along
the mountaln summits should not- be
contained In any reservation in South-
western Oregon. ! would enrnestly repre-
sent that to place In reserve more than
half of the area of Curry County uand
nearly half of Josephine Coflinty would
result in very great inconvenlence and
Injury to the inhabltants who have
formed setilements within the same, and
tho various Industrial operations now In
progresa there, as well as a very great
infjustice and & burden upon. the remain-
ing citizens, property-holders and tax-
payers In the other portion of the county
unreseryead since the present and future
effoct of such withdrawal will merely
Impalr the ahllity of the people of Curry
County more especially to provide suffi-
clent revenue In the malntenance of the
county organization, and will generally
retard and prevent all settlement and dis
pro-
posed boundaries.’

February "\Sﬁ:‘r‘l tary Hitcheock, reply-

| ing to Hermann's recommendation agalnstg

the |

the creation of the Rogue River reserve,
which was o have included 108049 acres.
rald:

b |
your report In the maitter,
the oreaton of sald reserve
& not advisable.”

In September of that year, when Com-
missicner Hermann was furniahed with a
renewal of the Geological Survey's recom-
mendation for the creation of the Rogue
River reserve, hiereturned the papers to the
SBecretary, renewing hin recommendation
agninst the same, This was the last time
he went on record concerning that propo-
sulon, Thizs last action of Hermann's
was mugain mdorsed by the Becretary.

The Geological Survey recommendation
referred to was merely a paragraph in a
generiul letter, recommending severnl Ore-
EOn Trescrves, lﬂll BAVEe N0 NEW Feasons,
in fact, gave mone why the Secretary's
former decision should be set uskde,

Mantters were allowed to rest for awhile,
until April 3, 180, when Acting Secretary
Eyan addressed Land Commissioner Rich-
ards, saying:

*“Fur reasons set forth in his letter of
April 35, Forest Inspector H. D. Langilie
has recommended the temporary with-
drawal of certain described lands In Ore-
gon, with a view to the creation of the
Rogue River forest reserve,

“These lands are reported to be mosly
unsurveyed, rough and mountainous, well
timbered and of lHttle value for agricul-
tural purpeses, and will be thoroughly
examined by Mr. Langille during the com-
ing Bummer.

“In view of his recommendation I here-
by direct the temporary withdrawal of the
public lands in the areas described by
bim."”

The withdrawal was made the following
day.

Mr. Langille, in the report on which the
Secretary's actlon was based, explained
that this reserve Is not essential to o
&Teal exient a8 o factor In conserving the

have, after careful consideration of
concluded thnt
at this time

proposed |

| tion can be fully heard.
| the

domaln. |
Valuable mineral land not yet prospected |

| the proposed reserve.'

1 would suggest that If it be

- : \

water supnly, the firast consideration being l
the pratection of the timber, both from
destractive fires and from manipulations
by sypdicates, “the history of whose ope-
rations In the Westds a deplorable recond
of wanton and irreparablie waste,

“From all reports at hand It ls obvious\|
that the Jands in question wili be occupled
only by hirellngs of large Eastern syndi-
cates who would jlocate upon them wolely
for the timber.”

Furiher on In _his report Mr. Langille
sald:

“1 have carefully examined all of the
flles and correspondence In relation to the
subject and from this it appears that but
Httie definite Information has been pre-
mented, either for or against the reserve.
Logical argument. appears upon either
side of the question, but nothing is pre-
clmeul which warrants the discontinuance

[ investigation to determine the sultabil-
Ity of the jands for reserve purposes.'
He announces his intention to examine
the lands In question, but suggests the
temporary withdrawal “for the resason that
the uppearance of Government agents
upon the ground Invariably leads the land
| sharks to lay their plane to take every
 advautage of the land laws for personal
Faln In the event of the reserve belng
cremted, as was -lor.u in the Blue Moun-
| tains of Oregon.'

There is consderable significance In this

mage after he had mude a personal tour
over Lo
withdrawal,
the

large part of the Blue Mouontain
and had carefully examined
present status of the lands in-
L exterior boundaries.
the
seTve onse  alsg

into

of River

two

ogue
contain

re-
com-

munications, One
Mitehell,
and another
! tors MRrchell
In kis letter,

T letter from

under
a telegram from 8er
and Fulton, dated May

Senator Mitchell, writing
from Portland, sakd that be had recelved
| many loud and vigorous protests rrnml
Curry County agalnst the proposition to |
create a forest reserve In that portion of |
the state, “"the effect of h will<ly L0
wholly destroy Curry County snd to com-
pel the people of that county to give ap |
thelr organization as a county

The jolnt telegram of the Benators, sent
from Portland, read:

“We respectfully but ecarneéstly request
that no further actlon be taken concdern-
|l:1,; proposed forest reserve in Southwest-
ern Oregon untdl the people of that soc
We shall within
three weeks forward you

titlony, letters, resolutions Boards of

Trade and memorinls, giving facts and
| reasons why this proposed reserve shouid
not be established,"”

May 2, Commissioner Richands, (in re-
ply to Senator Mitchell’'s letter, stated
that the withdruwal was made on April
=, by arder of the Secretary, but added:

“There Is no probabillty about the inves-
tigation {n this matter will be completed
| before the end of Lhe present season, and
all partles will be glven ample oppor-
tunity to be heard both for and against

i
) inst sentence, s Mr. Langllie's report wis
|

Bonator
i

next -

of

The files of the Rogue River reserve
case clope with a very interesting letter
from Senator Fulton, dated Astoria, Au-
gust 15, 1503, In which he transmits to the
Becretary of the Interior the resolutions
of the Roseburg Board of Trade, protest-
ing not only against the creation of a
Hogue River reserve, but against the pro-
posed ad
the west., In forwarding this protest Sen.
stor Fulton says:

“The resolutions of this Hoard of Trade
reflect the judgment and convictions of &
very lurge majority of the people of Ore-
gon, umd 1 nssure vou that my convictions
are in foll accord with the spirit of the
resolutions. I feel that a very great in-
Justice s belng done Oregon by the with-
drawal from entry and settiement of so
large a proportion of the public lands
within her boundarles,

“In the first place, there Is lttle, if any,
and I am disposed to belleve there = no
use whatever for forest reserves In West-
ermm Oregon, A new growth of timber
comes up very rapldly in the wst cllmate,
after the mature timber has been re;
moved. B0 far as conservation of the
witer supply {8 concerned In Western Or-
egon, the Interests of this sectlon would
better be served by some pian for the
diminution of the water supply. 1 think,
however, In order to presvrve the purity
of the waler, to create forest reserves
ut the sources of water courses might be
well, Of course in Eastern Oregon the
situation and climatic conditlons are dif.
ferent from those in Western Oregon. But
even there a vast amount of the lands
proposed to be withdrawn are not timber
land, and are not sources of any streams.

“I fully econcur In «the resolutions, and
jaln with the board in protesting against
the creatlon of forest reserves In Western
Oregon.™

POWER
FOR THE

ditions to the Cascade reserve an$

HERPICIDE

Unsolicited Testimoninis Tell of It's
Superiority,
Kelley, reslding at 219
dero street, Ban Franelsco, Cal., writes
the foliowing: I
“When I first purchased Herplelde I
thought, IMie the majority of halr prepa-
rations wi i prove a fake. I am
]x.—-v iy to state that, on the contrary, it is
and even more than you claim for It
a number of barbers throughout
sectlon In which 1 travel have called
rntion to the new halr sprouting out
sealp, and what |
» been uaing. I tell them Iirr:‘!c.tlv‘
give them youy name and address
Sald by leading draggists. Send 10 o
In stumps for sample to The Herplch
Detrodt, Mich,

All, R. Devisa-

i
4
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BRIDGE WORK
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New York Dental Pariors

MALN COFFICE—FOURTH AND MOUWRHI-
BON STA., PONTLAXD.
Branrts Oflice, Gl4 lst av., Seattla
&30 A M 10 ¢ F. M.: Bundayas, o 30 A M
te 3 F. M

Gold Filling
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Should you live a
can treat you successfu
WE ARE ALWAYS WILL-

Speclal and Accurate Treat-
ment of Every Case.

We wish to make ono polnt dis-
tUnct and emphatic: The remedies
employed In Ireating our
are prescribed and compounded w0
meel the eéxact reguirements of

the
of the

sach individual case, Every patient
of ours can rest ass d l"‘m'
!
T"E ]
We

“ready-made”  kipd,
such treatment
nnd buy a
made & speclal st uidy
We note all conditions in 1he hegin-

ning, note all developments as the

cure progresses, and alter our

remedics as to accomplish just
what cur kmowledge trained
percepiion tell us must be accom-
plished. After diagnosing your case }
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you
FOo to-A (ATUg ¢

pitent

treatment he recelves s not
nostram
EVETY Cane.

of

and

we will know just what you need

We bave treated thousands of cases

Wentieal with your own, and many ?
more ¢f a silmilar nature. i

Because We Invarlably
Fulfill Our Promises.

Contracted Disorders

If you care to be cured thoroughly ‘
and heyond possibility
or chronie
directly

of & relapse

you shouild

Our Practice Is the Largest
come

stage,
to us for treatment. We
bave cured a0 many cases tha:t we t
know exactly how to handle them.

Our remedles are unlike the ordl. m
niary, and we cure in sbout half the

usua] time required.

Specific Blood Poison

V.e drive the last taint of virus
from the system, using only the
most harmless blood-cleansing rem-

“Weakness”

This disorder of the functlons by
no means indicates general nervous
decline, but Is o direct result of In-
finmmation, enlargement or exces-
sive sensitiveness of the prostute
gland brought on by early disalpa-
tion or resulting from some im-
properly tremted contracted disor-
der, Thess conditions cannot pos-
eibly be removed by Interne sl medi-
clnes ajone, and any U
trentment that stimuls
In the function= can
aggravation of the
This is a sclentific
buve ascertalned by
and observation in

& Activ
result

Hl
allment

but
el
truth
car«ful
hundreds
cases. and Is a truth upon which our

that we
study
of

own original system of trea tment in
based, We employ few tonlcs, our
main treatment 1s a iocal « and
our success In curing even  those
cases that others bave falled to
temporarily relieve with thelr tonlces

Is concluaive evidence that our
method affords the only positive
means of a complete and radical
cure.

Varicocele

Do not submit to an operation for
viricocele. Our system of palniess

treatment cures soundly (n the
shortest time. No cutting, no caus-
tice: no fallures, and only In severs

cases nend the patient be detained a
single day from his business.

Stricture

Pninless treatment that dissolves
the obtstructing tissue and renders
cutting or dilating unneécessary

PILES

Quick Cures
We

Certain Cures

cure the worst case of 1:1.»‘
Im manently without the use
ol neuts, without pain, cutting or
detention from business, in from
two 1o thres {rentments. Our treat-
ment Is -nllr-":,‘ new and pecullar
to ourselves. mat-
ter who has fa your
vass, we will mild
;-n ‘thods, and withou danger, or
ke no charge whatever for

a distance,
i1y at home,

we

ING TO WAIT FOR OUR
FEE UNTIL A CURE
EFFECTED.
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i

Consultation Free

You are at lberty o cafl apon us

in onsuitation or to
write re NE YOUr of s We wili
Eladiy r such amsistiance as woe
can in ik way of helpful sugges-
tiona, Our book Lr—f‘[ll!l.l-. to men's i
diserases s malied {re it is both

tive. )

Interesting and instruc
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