THE MORNING

OREGONIAN, MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1903.

REST RESERVES IN OREGON

THEIR AUTHENTIC HISTORY AS COMPILED IN THE GOVERNMENT ARCHIVES
AT WASHINGTON & FIRST ARTICLE w THE BLUE MOUNTAIN RESERVE

Mounisin reserve pruject
st Buker City, and was
by Hepresentative Moody,
Ormeby, who suggested en-
pt 1o the Loundaries previcously

Lo, Colanel Riger, of the
sl Burvey, suggested a bhasls
with the raliroad company.
Mays was very active on behalf
of thie reserve and so was Hepresents-
tye Wililameon, whoe made lUght of
the epposltion to the reserve policy.
Langiils made recommendations which
B Alterwerd reversed Senator Mitchel]
declined 4o commit himmelf,

|
|
i
|
i

RGONIAN NEWS BUREAU, Wash-
i O¢t. .. —Through the courtesy of
m, WHlam A, Richards, Commilssioner

the General Landl Office, The Ore-
fi porrespondent 1s able, for the
time, &0 gpive to the publie a full

oomplete statement showling why for-

peerye withdrawals have been made
Onrm during the pust year and a
. The statenments which follow are
lty, and go much into all, but this

L] Ik devmned nDocrssary In
por: wcomplete snd Noal
Dommbdesioner Richards was very ready
assist In giving to the people of Ore-
m the facts for which they have clam-
i for many monthe: a while hin files
hot show everything, t
Goal evidenc= which was at
the Secretary of the Interior or-
withdrawnle, “Such matiern ns
e ought mot to be withheld from the
e ald  Commissioner Rilchands,
people are entitied to know why
pe arens of public land are withdrawn,
pding - examination, to determine the
fvisability of creating forest reserves,
¢ rocOonde In thost matters cannot be
e top much publicity.” And then he
med orders which allowed your oorres-
mdent to get at the boflom feots, some
I which have heretofore been sucooss-
iy concealed.
In presenting these facts, 1t is explained
mt the records are expioited falrly and
mpartiuily, without fear or favor. If
e of the disclosures reflect on certaln
pRividuals, that is not the fault of the
frespondent. He presents the facts as
found them, and leaves the public to
aw Its own conclusions.
Because of the extent of the records,
psideration In this article will be given
aly to the Blue Mountuln withdrawal
Ptk will be treanted separately,
An examination of all papers of retord
p the General Land Office pertalning o
ihis proposed reserve shows that this
»nl was based on thres recom-
pendntions: That of Forest Superintend-
gt Ormeby, a general recommendation
¢ by the Geologionl Burvey, and peti.
from citisens of Harney and Mal-
Countles, which petitlons were filed
Benator Mitchell, The Senator himself
5 not on record as favoring or opposing
fitle reserve; his lettors are all letters of
nsmittal, without recommendations,
or aon, The strange disclosure is that
Be bureay of forestry of the Department
Agricuiture took sbsolutely no part
stever In bringing about the with.
witl of iands, with a view to creating a
Blue Mountain reserve, There Is pot a
ingle communication from that bureau
: ining to this project. Aside from
he papers above epumerated, there are
BUmerols protests agalnst the creatiom
of the reserve, lnrgely from mining and
stock interests, and an interesting letter
from Congressmpan Willlameon, that will
W taken wup later.

Originnied at Baker City,
he preject for the_creation of a Hlue
intaln reserve originated with the re-
#5t of the cltizens of Baker Clity and
jmpler for the creation of an Elk Creek
Fest reserve, lying between the two
itles, and embracing four or five town-
}lpa This resérve wne asked for, and
*as recomménded by Congressman
Moody, with a view to adequatsly pro-
tecting the headwaters of the streams
from which Baker City and Bumpler de-
rive thelr water supply. \'When the lands
urrounding the source of water supply
©f these two citles had been withdrawn,
temporarily, there was a manifest de-
sire on the pyrt of the citizens of Mal-
heur and Harney Counties to have the
reserve extended. to take in practically
the antire Strawberry Mountain region,
and on Junuury I1, 1902, Senator Mitchell
forwarded to the Interior Department the
potitions of these people. The citlzens of
Harney petitioned in the following worda:
"We, the underwignad, citizens and prop-
eriy-owners In Harney County, Oregon, do
most respectfully represent that there in
& great and urgent need for an early es-
tublishment of a forest reservation In
Cregon, to take In, cover and Include all

making the

tiguous localitles (belng parts of Grant,
Malbeur and Harney Counties), to wit:

“ *The entire watorshed known ns the
Suwwberry Moontalns: the headwaters of
the North and Middle Forks of the Mal-
heur River and thelr tributarcios: Silvies
River and tributaries; Bllver Creek and
tributaries; and the South Pork of the
»John Day River and its tributaries, all
the snld lends contained therein to consti-
ite and compeise one compaoct and com-
plete renervation
*“Weo furthor represent that the sald dis-
i are mede U of a virgin country,
pravily coversd In whole or In part by a
timber growth: that sald timber us wyet
Temnlns untouched for commercial pur-
poses, and that (owlng to the general arld
nature of the country in all directions) it
1s all important to évery Interest that sald
timoer be, In every possible way, pruserved
&nd protocted

“That st the present time the Spring
fivods in the stremms o be included within
buch reservation are protected from May
untll the latter part of June, but neverthe-
less these streams run dry in the late
SBummer and Fall and the water supply
is whoily insdequite for the jrrigation of
the jergo arens of arid land bordering the
streams along the lower stretches of the
Eame.

“We further bélleve and represent that
such a reservation weuld also be especially
beneficial to the very large stock-growing
interests in that and the adjoinlng portion
of Oregon, and would most harmonicusly
promots the grasing (without confiet) of
all kinds of stock thereon

“Wherefore . we, your petitioners, re-
epectfully ask that you declare the estab-
Hslggient of & forest reserve within the
lizfits above sOL forth, under and by vir-
tue of the suthority granted you by sec-
tion M, of the Act of Congress, approved
Maren 3 I8, entitled, "An Act to repeal
Timber Culture Laws, and for nttwr pur-

pomer,” and we will ever pray, ete.’
The foregolog petition was signed by the
following -
Wm. Altnow. R P. frett.
1. F. Walsh, W. W. Miller
C. M. Prine, F. Flelds,
G, E Alnow Erpest Guand,
W. J. Altpow, Rink Myers,
John D. Dalny. 1. E. Gllllam.
A B, Johnsan, E. Olson,
1. R. Johoson 1. A. Weatherby,
E. J, Howard Geo., MeDowell,
T H Curi Geo, L. Haker,
W J. Bouth 8. D. Mebdell,
F. H Howard W. & Thibault
J. A. Bartlett. M. J. Masiks.
Bart Cromin. W H. Gearhart
W. ompson.Geo. T. Casey,
Carl T, Riley. Bha Rubler.
Geo. Jaselam. Jacob Wright.
N. E. Duncan, R B, Carey.
Chas. Move. ]. W. Nelson.
1. W. F. Bmith.
Geo. Bebring Geo. Bhelley,
E. g lﬁulmul. . “;stng‘ﬂl:j:
3 - . Buchan
?5’1{103“ _.annm
R. B. Johnsomn, "

From Malheur Alse.
The petition of the citizens of Matheur

the land embraced in the followilng con-"

wig worded exoctly as that of their negh-

bor:, and bore the following signatures:

A. G. Con. (31
Connli‘ iN‘k Ex- Com'r,
ulkey, M. 8 Wilson.
Deputy Co. Clerk. Ben]. Payne
1. E. Lawrence, . k. Kendall
erl Oncar Presley.
Frank Toney, . C, Blkelton.
Deputy Sheriff. . M. Reynoilds
8. Stevens, J. M. Tyler,
‘County Judge. Frunk Jones
Lewis Bernstein. Willlam Westfal,
E. H. Ring. Chas. P, Spese
E. H. Stephenson. W. E. Freeman.
Ed Washburn. W. T. Hayea
B 1. Seott, J. W, Brackett,
T. I Amnold Frank Kreut
M. W, Scotl, Fred QGreen
Danlei Lavery. E. J. Green,
Fred Currey, Joseph Westfall
Dick Dearmond. John J. Westfall,
Henry A. Smith P. 8 Metz,
Kenneth Murray. John d,
Willlum Murray. J. L. Belis,
Adam Murray. W. Cramer.
{.no Thompson, 1. B. Johnason,
llas Thompson, Phillp Plelffer,
Scottie Ihi’n Alfred Mullen,
Manuel YRR, B, Caster.
E. 8 3Snlbbee, Frank Bayles.
C. F. Mclain. M. J. Brown.

Drew Hodgme,
H. Rumssy,
un Monnoghan.

Walter Covisena,
Dell Overton.
Wm. L. Johnson.

. A. Nearmasn, . W. Westrall,
J. W. Owen, John Napton,
W. F. Debons, John Cagnon,
J. C, McNnbb, Croses Hart
Chiarles Owen C. E Olver.
Hicks. P. H. Handl
H. M. Cooper, Julta M. Kime
Lhm !lurp!;(y F. A, Kime.
Oscar Arnold, 3. L. Hocker.
Goorge Bears I. P. Ross,
j 5. Hesmitn, Jobn Zimmerman,
. A. Gunn J. 8, Branson
Jumes Small Henry Btaphenson,
, M. Benefiel H. F, Stevens
4. 8. Allen. Ross Deaper.
A. M. Chapman. A. 1. Nolan,
Emest E. Bush C. C. Kilburn.
3. F. Bush. A. J. Bevey,
T. Duncan A. J. Fla '-"h
“‘. R. Lofton, wW. W. A
W. 8. Perkins, Geo, I!irklmwn_
4. C. Btewnart, R. Harria
C. W. Merritt. Jonne Micklund.
W, A. West, Andrew Jensen,
John Shuler, W. B. Hokie,
Allen Johnson. L. B. Teter.
Ell E. Buaby, Ed Juckson.
H. H, Deon, A. R, Mopherson.
E E. Dory. Fred Gellerman,
). W. Jru;en Vede.
I M. Randieman, John Deran
r. U Nalll, Sam Peterson, Vala
F. P. O'NeilL Geo. Padernon, Vale,
8. T. Johnson. J. C. Johnston.
Bert D. Btacey. J. R. Hawarth,
E. W, Pdree. Finley McDonald,
Frank Harrison, Walter Kelly.
Y. M. Rickey. Walter M. Gruver,
[, A. Boston Arthur Robbins.
), Wayet H. O. Stacey.
W. W, Thompson. ann MeDonald.
R, T. XNew. P Geo MeLaughilin,
Charles Cralg. Iohn F. Maddock.
J. C. Kelmy. J.ahn McLaughlin,
E. C. Ashmore, R. Hamilton,
W, . Baston \_ C._ Loug.
L. Beeson, Bert Blackwell,
8 Ba!.nc'h B.\hn Q. Adam=
R. . 'W. Leaman,
R N. IJrnhnrger H. P. Btacey.
Martin Hanson F‘ W. Btacey.
T. A. Barton, E. McCumsney.
Co. Commissioner. }L W. Anderson.
G. W. Blanton, ~harles Becker,
Co, Commissioner. . E, FPollock.

In transmitting the foregolng petitions,

Senator Mitchell asked that the “matter
be Investigated with a view to determining
the propriety of taking action” according
to the fequest of the petitioners.

The record next shows that on June IL
102, George H. Cattanach, of Canyon City,
entered & protest agalnst the creation of
such a reserve as was recommended by
the Malheur and Harney citizens, basing
his protest largely on the ground that it
would gphut off valuable Bummer ranges,
and In Bear Valleay alone deprive 100,000
head of sheep and 10,000 head of cattie
of Bummer grasing. To this protest Com-
misgloner Hermann replled with a per-
sonal Jetter, msking Cattanach If there
were any further objections to the re-
serve, and stating that thoss he advanced
*“do not seem sufficient.” Cattanach later
submitted three or four additionni pro-
teste, all of which wera duly acknowl
edged

Then came the Ormsby report, under
date of June I, 1992, in which the Forest
Superintendent stated that he had ¢xzam-
ined a large area in the Btrawberry Moun-
taln country, which hé found to be cov-
ered more or less with valuable timber,
and which he thought should be Immedl-
ately withdrawn, pending further Investi-
gation to determine the exact lands that
would be espential In creating a permanent
reserve. Bhortly after that, on July 3, 182,
he submitted a fuller report and recom-
mended  the withdrawnal of additional
Innds With this Ilsst recommendation
came & reporg stating that the entire
ares examined was more or Jess timbered,
although studded with some valleys, no-
tably Slivies Valley, Bear Valley and Lo-
Ean Velley. “All of these lands" sald
Ormshy, “are Ddetter adupted to forest
uses than other purpomes, though they are
largely used for the pasturage of stock in
the Summer time. For this purpose all
the naturl meadows and prairies s
owned by stockmen, To conserve the
water supply Is the parmmount reason for
the establishment of this ressrve. The
timber also 1a valuable, and unless secured
moon, will soon be removed, |

“Thers are probably 0 homestead en-
trios on the lasds.™ he continoed, *“but not
all are permanent residenta Many havas
made entrisa merely for the purposa of
controliing the Summer range. Thoese
lands have been entered for several yeam,
there being few entries of recent dats, nor
is there likely to be any further Jocations
unless for timber, as &l meadows and
prairies are owned by stockmen.”

He deciares that the then existing en-
tries were not made for speculative pur-
poses, but to dertve advantage in pastur-
ing stock. “If the lands are Includbd in
& forest reserve, 1 Lelleve few reconvey-
antes will he mide™ hs says

“No interest but the stock interest would
e injured by including these lands In &
reserve, and this
strictions that would pon
the grasing privilege. If prohibdted alto-
gether, every sotller now upon the lands

| would be obliged to surrender his claim

and seek another location. Properly regu-
Iated, however, no Jdetriment to the re-
msrve would result.”

Superintendent Ormsbhy closed his e

port with the recommendation that the
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Vessels Chartered or Availdble for Grain Cargoes From
the Northwest.
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Exchange With the Rallroad.

Under date of June o1, 1802 H. C. Riner,
acting dlrector of the geological survey,
flled his recommendation for the estab-
lishment of the Blue Mountain forest re-
serve proper. The reserve recommended
by Ormaby, while a part of the proposed
Blue Mountaln reserve, was, strictly
speaking, confined to the Strawberry
Mountalns, and embraced far leas land
than the Bloe Mountain withdrawall
proper, The lattgr [lea adjolning the
Btrawberry withdrawal, on the north, and
extends northward to the Umatilla Indian
reservation. Colonel Rizer, it will be
noted, embodles In his lettor to Secre-
tary Hitehecoock recommendation for the
creation of two new reserves In addition
to the Blue Mountain. The letter recom-
mends:

“That there be a reserve created In the
southwestern part of the Btate of Oregon,
in the Counties of Coos, Douglas, Joseph-
tne and Curry, to be known as the Rogue
River forest reserve. These lands are
falrly well timbered, principally with yel-
low pine and fir, and most of them are
unsurveyed. In part this tract les within
the land grant of the Oregon & Calltornla
Rallroad Company, and It is recommended
that befors the reserve Is declared a
basls of exchange be agreed upon with
the company.

“1 recommend that In the Blue Moun-
tains and the reglon stretching westwand
therefrom a reserve be created extending
from Bouthenst Washington to a polnt
north of Prineville, but broken on the
line of the Oregon Rallway & Naviga-
tion Company's rallread. This  ryserve
to be known as the Blie Mountaln forest
reserve. The tUmber consists almost en-
tirely of yellow pine in an open forest,
and its protection will be an ald to the
mines in the vicinity of Baker City and to
agricultural Interests Iin the wvalley,
whose water comes from these mountains,

“I recommend that & reserve be created
In the Waliown Mountains in Wallows
and Unlon Countles, fn the northeastern
part of the state, Most of this land is
unsurveyed. The timber conwists almost
exclusively of yellow pine stands, and the
pratection of the timber Is needed for the
supply of the mines on the south side of
the range, and for the needs of agricul-

E. 1 . = ture, both north and south of the range.”
E | 3 | - g In the letter there was absolutely no
= | x : Sindier. i From % | Consignees, deseription of the lands, but & map show-
fs' | i end rig. : | 2 ing the outlints of the remerves recom-
b { : | : mended was forwarded to the Becretary,
- and, be It noted, that map bas since beeft
Hn /Lo Bruyere L Tunsm »1.!& Neweastle B! 181)1GIevin »
une 36 Marechal Turenné [Ex. bark |Ho 1711 Antwerp HaBalfour 106t _from the files. But Bot umtil atter
., 2! Montealm Fr. Bark ra-q-uer 11744 Bwansea semnseensns | The Land Office had made coples.
u 16 Professor Koch i(}mr turk hutle |1887] Huxﬁb““ 1 iGirvh. In the foregoing communication Colonel
:l .\‘rmin:l Halgan |f;f. b;‘rt i lqw a%.kut on {g%"{"“' Rizer also recommended agalnst the
m r $MICressington L & | P& MGl Antwerp | ot . rese rarne
%;{ 15 t African \Br. sh |Johnaon 158 Newcamle 16iJ. J. Moore ;;:::&MM““; am&”‘:‘: m 3
May 6/ Europe Fr. b-.r‘ [ Muller | burg v Lake
July :s,l..u Fontsine {Fr. bark |Hawmon 1730 Antwerp Meyer forest reserve (for which withdrawals
My RiArthur Fliger 'Ger, ship acnxu |:lﬂl burg sevssesshsates | DAVe subsequently besn made), on the
Jum 11| Christel |Ger, ship |'W 1688! T8 ller ground that there I8 very little timber
Aug. 21 Germeine {Fr. bark |Medor j1m N ewcastle “’T‘ﬂ"’ in the region, and that much of the
June El-‘ruucucn Guiseppe |aust snlp Rodin I Newcastle E| {Hrvin iand has been'uuenaua H o atnted
....... Cromurtyshire r.splp | e Newenstle  [...f.coeerrerennines . ¢ SERUEIS.
rangere Pr, shup ontods 1800 P, L. _Angl's| 3| Taylor that the addition of three sectlons of land
.‘IuTL 19| Marie Fr. bark 'Hoamutnt NI Cardity i -u vinssrsssnssnss | B0 the Ashlund did not appear dostrable.
July Zl'.u.mnle Pautrel |[Fr. burk |Le Hulde 1706 Hamburg lecsssvevssenense | This Is the mole recommendation, aside
Armen {Fr. bark |Le Roux Tl AntWwerp Balfour from that of Ormsby, upon which the
Juiy 14 Nantes [Fr. bark |[Ricordel |08 Bhiel | SHL. cccrvissivion | Bing Mountain sesstve withdrawhl was
Bept. 19 Emene " Jer. ship | Dahn 1738 Antw 1 Bisieassssnshivans
nnredsg de Sonts Fr. bark |Hemyot 1746 Honolu ... Taylor based, mnd the above furnishes all the
val... ulmamur Br, bark |Lumont 1827 Anuu-rp | M]ueiiessrannaness | detalls that wers supplied to the Interior
Clan Mackenaie Br. ship McMahon fl..m Hamburg fessslosrsasnnsnssnsss | DEpartment up to the time the with-
Mancgl Noatlles [Py, alk |Ammacte  daNHembany |- X i R oo
arechal Noallles nnette &2] | Hambu aver
Rajore |Br. shlp Gerrick 1846 N eweastie .....nem On June X, 12 the geological survey
|Elfriedn |Ger. nhi Dittmeor 1B Antwerp tiesenass | Pecommended that the proposed Hik Creek
Aug. X !hnlr-nmlm Br. lhlp iPritckard 170 Enst LOnonl. .. of-eses vereserses | FESErve be Included In the Bjue Mountain
e reserve, when created, us the lands are
" Total tonnage en route and !l-u-ﬁ. uam_:. adjacent and there was appsrently no
—_ - = —. = —— | need of separsto reservations
GRAIN TONNAGE IN THE RIVER Merce Maya Gets Buay.
i ] r In the meantime, & fow protests agalinst
e l i | the creation of a part or a whole of the
- " Fla | Agents or Blue Mountaln reserve were recelved, and
i Name. Lt Master, | ! From. |Charterers. | Bert®. | fnuny inder date of July 12, 1902, P. P,
‘ J l Mays, of Portland, addressed a letter to
2 —— 3 ¥ Ce isstoner Hermann, urging Iimme-
July 3|Ardencralg Br. ship |Catrnls | 1888 Rotterdam 1P, F. M, CqCol. ¢ diate actlon on the Blue Mountain and
Aug. 1jNauarchos |Ger. bark/Rowbl |77 Hamburg | Balfour |Antoria Birawberry Mountain recommendations.
Ave EGrand Duchess  Fr. bark |Gulrin ﬁshsem“ NW.W.Co |lrving | He suta:
5 Hed O, T, & orter ewrantie | Evator ,
it.‘é 22 Emille Galline |Fr. bark Jean Kerr lAstoria On the 34 Instant Buperintendent
Aug. % Windsor Park IBr shi& .IJﬂn;ston 1.3 P L. A.t.xrl ® P. F. M. Co/Flour M. | Ormsby forwarded you his report in con-
8ept. 7 Australla Br. ba Korft 2067 8 |Kerr A st nection with the propoked Strawberry
Sepit. Co, of Inverness Br, siup +urag 1818 ‘o-woutlp | ata md Bunkors Mountain forest reserve, and at the sams
Bept. .i uns Law |Br. bark |Nichols 1“ P. L. Angl's 'P. F. M. Co Davi time, or previous thereto, requestsd you
Bept. 55/ Cha=, Gounod Fr. bark |Ogort 1T17Bourabays | Balfour Banfi'd V te mall o wtthd
Sopt. INInfa lit. ship |Laum 1508/P. L. Angl's [Disen ged Mersey ; »_SEIUPLERTY rawal of the
Bept. = Btrathdon Br. bark [Walker (| Nagasakl |Bauour ‘8t lunds to be included therein. As m great
Sept. 28 Vermunt Br. str. |Haynes 2i{8an Fran. |Btevens Albina rush is being made for the timber in
Oct. ZiRene IFr, bark [Mnce NG Nagasaki [N, W.W.Co. |Stream Crook and Lake Counties, and as the rush

'rol.nl tonmage 1 in pnn_ .68,

GMI’ WI!AGE EN ROUTE §0 FUGET SOUND

5 T
B . |
£ s
3 Nome. S Master. | ¥ | From.
May $8(Thalassa Ger. bark;Christiansen 135 Antwerp
Apr, W Crompton -Br. nhl% ‘Hume (2017 London
May 30 Eskusonl | Townsend 1"15 Antwerp
.|Grenada |Br. salp Pt |2'1 06 Newcastle
June n Forteviot iBr. Kidd |22 Antwerp
June 15/Chile |Ger. ship igplllt ;ﬂ-{ \Antwerp
July #|Thistlebank |Br. bark ‘Perry® | Antwerp
July @]Octavia |Ger. bark [Butz |SMK Antwerp
June 17, hluu-unuklt !Br. bark [Vint 1609 Lov 1
Mar. o Wilkammen {Ger. ship Freeze 1625 Hamburg
Sept. 1/Urania |Ger. bark {Wachter (108 Ban Diego
May ¥ 8cottish Moors Ger, bark (Todford 128 Hamburg
July 1lEcuador IFr. bark Diechmann [2188 Card
June 4/M {Hr, bark |[McCrone |15 Huli
-~ rBr bark Forbes 11388, C
|Br bark Kelley | 306, Ca ltl
) Br. ship | MeCutcheon 2041 Antwerp
Aug. £/Clan Robertson |Br. ship Thompson |164) Antwer
rensrsass Notherby Br. ghlp Chellew |1400| Honolaln |
Aprli | Thirimere .Br =hip [Radeliffe | 182 Antwerp *13
Aug. 12 Ventura 1 . bark Rehburg 168] Newcastio E]
Aug. biPass of Brunder | Br. shi Ryder Hee’E London
Aus u (I'rﬂ Vilie. Mareni] g‘r PRzx Quemper ]l'ﬂ‘Pt. E“hn:b“h
|Iverna r. bar] odgo mu.nf a
./ Heatndens |Br, str, |ullbum (2271 San T PR R
Heachbank |Br, ll.lp Hremmer DM 8t. Rosmalla |....0 .ccomvsiennnines
7/ Brunel {Br, bark |Milne 1158 Honolula n
 Nlie 1 |Br. whi '_-iymum B Chefoo sanuliyieucsbeanne
‘?Hﬂufnmtml /Br. ba 4281 {Liverpool
ly 12(Adol |Ger. lhlp uhlwmln (1861 Antw r y A A
pt. B-Llua i . a L i.lrmu Mlionul a I | e

'!‘an Inm*.nge &n route ma !Irte-d 61,011,

GRAIN TONXAGE ON PUGET SOUND

> | g
nts or

% l Name. ‘ml Master. From. Ch‘::uﬂp Berth.
June 2[Belford B! lhip | MeKinnon 31"‘1{Aut-m Disengaged | Pt T'w'd
June & Lamorna r Cormack |78 Greencck |Disengaged Victorin
July 17{Chiltonford B.r sh Atkinson -mﬂnmm Disengaged | Victoria
July 2|Fort &y Br, ship (Willlams [2187 Hamburg Dunmuli'nmm
July 81!Dunstaffnage Br. hurk Forbes 1 Hi Disengaged Tacoma
Aug. 15| Laureston |Br. bark |Latta Nn Ham 11‘unms
Aug. § Leivester Castle Br. ahip Beattie 3008 Léverpoo N.W.W.Co. | Tacoma
Aug. PF@lrene |Ger. ship Sausrmilch 1410 Rotterdam  |........0e000. | TRCOMa
Aug. MCambronne n!‘r bark |La Gloahe, 1420 M"r? Ifour Tacoma
Aug. ¥ Sardomens hP Pnuerum lun nkd Disengaged Tacoma
fept. g}mmm 13; 3 p Il.‘!‘ioi‘wham A Al | 'r;:a
BOM 4 ! w ntwerp P |
Bept. 38 Dunfermilne iBr. lll.ln codward |..../Shafghal issessanssnsssnt P T

) A

may soon extend to the pmpund reserve
district, I feel that It Is highly important
that a temporary withdrawal be promptly
muds, 50 ne to prevent any filings therein
which would have the effect of embar-
ras=ing the making of &8 reserve. 1 will
thank you very much to let me know
when such withdrawal is made, or If it
has already been miade, to 80 adviee me,
giving the date thereof.”

Three days later Mr. Mays forwarded
to Commisslioner Hermann & dispatch
that appeared In The Oregonian announe-
ing a rush for tmber land near Baker
City, immediately adjoining the proposed
Btrawberry reserve, and renewed his pre-
vious recommendation for an immediate
order of withdrawal,

Twe days after the receipt of the last
lettér from Mays, on July 22, to be exsaot,
Commissioner Hermann transmitted to
the Becretary the recommendations of
Ormaby and of the geological wsurvey,
and in recommending immediate with-
drowanl, sald:

“In wiew of Superintendent Ormsdy’'s
report and the statements contalned In
Mr. Mays' letter, 1 respectfully crecom-
meénd that 1 be direoted to make imme-
diate temporary withdrawal of the lands
covered by Buperintendent Ormasby's
recommendation as well as the lands
covered by the recommendations of the
aating director, and that Buperintsndent
Ormsby's report be forwarded to the geo-
logical survey for consideration by that
bureau with regard to the advisability of
permanently  reserving the additional
lands thereln recommended for reserva.
Han"

Commissioner Hermann's recommenda-
tion was acted upon promptly, for on July
M, 1M2, Acting Secretary Ryan directed
the temporary withdrawal of lands that
had been recommended for segregation
by the Geological SBurvey on June I, and
by Ormaby on July 3.

Four days later, on July 3§ 182, Com-
missioner Hermann addressed letters to
the register and receiver at La Grande,
s Burns and at The Dalles, directing
them to make temporary withdrawals as
ordered by the Becretary. His Jetter to
each office closed as follows:

“This temporary withdrawal or any
permanent reservation which may follow
will not afféct any bona fAde settlement or
claim on the lands, which ls properly In-

and duly of record within the ststutory
period.”

In August it was found that the with-
drawa! made on recommendation of the
Geologleal Survey had included, within its
northern Boundaries, certaln be-
longing to the Umatllia Indlans, and on
August 3 authority was granted for the
exclusion from the withdrawal of all such
Innds.

On August 27, 198 the Geological SBur-
vey notified the General Land Office that
it had men in the fleld examining the
lands that had bheen withdrawn on recom-
mendation of Superifitendent Ormsby.
Willlamson Urges Prompt Actlon.

It was on September 33, 1%2, that Repre-
sentative-elect Willlamson first went on
record regarding the Blue Mountain for-
est reserve, and in a jetter to Commis-
sloner Hermann, written at The Dalles,
on that date, expressed himeel! polntedly
on the reserve policy generally, and on the
Blue Mountaln proposition in particular.

“l find,"” sald Mr. Willlamson, “the op-
position to the creation of Lthe reserve to
be settling down to the mining interests
in and about Sumpter, In Baker County.

“Now, ns 1 understand it there are
plenty of safegunrds relative to the pro-
tection of mining Interests inslde the for-
est reserve, and If such safeguards were
pot in existence, it would be an easy
matter to create them. It has been my
impression all along that It is the policy
of the Government to promote, not not re-
tard, the Interests of the mining industry
where such industry occurred inside the
forest reserve. After a thorough analysis
of the situation I think most of the ob-
Jection from that source will disappear.

“Inclosed you will find & slip which con-
tains a description of o number of com-
paratively small additions that should be
made to the present withdrawal In the
Blue Mountain Territory, that is If It 18
the purpore of the department to Include
all of what s really the watershed of the
Blue Mountaln range. I{ this reserve ls
finally proclaimed these additions are es-
sential In their different geadtions of coun-
try In order to fulfill th® purpose for
which the reserve was created, my
personal knowledge of the situation 1 do
not believe there will be the alightest
objection to the additions suggested. The
largest addition suggested ls in my home
county, and to my positive knowledge
every one in mnd about that section Is in
favor of such an addition to the reserve,
principally for the reason that such action
would put a stop to it all being gobbled
up by the umber sharks.

1 will eay firther on this subject that
If these ndditions are ever made to the
reserve, they should be made at once, for
the reason that these lands are being se-
cured by the timber pecple, and Iif the
withdruwal Is not made soon there will be
& large percentage of 1t filad upon undér
the timber and stope act by pecple from
Minnesota, Wisconsin, ete., which 18 noth-
Ing more nor less than the inltlatory step
towards large holdings by a few weéalthy
lumbermen who are behind the move-
meént, What claimis are now located In the
proposed additions, If such flings were
stopped ‘at once, wotld be so isolnted that
they would not pay for making fnal
proof, and most of them would lapse back
to the Governmaent,

“If, on final examination, It appeared
that, any portion of the proposed addl-
tions should not be taken into the reserve
they could be excluded In the final procia-
mation. They evidently should be with-
drawn from settlement pending examina-
tion, as o proper territory to be Included
In the reserve.,

*1 have also ctinsulted with a number of
prominent citizgens of Wallowa recently
and I am reliably Intormed that the senti-
ment among those who have given the
subject any thought'ls strongly In favor
of the proposed withdrawal in the south-
e part of Wallowa County. I have
taken pains to talk with & number of peo-
pie from that sectlon of the country
about the boundary of the proposed with-
drawal, and after consulting with Bart-
Jett of the Le Grande land office, I would
suggest the following boundary as may
be seen in Inclossd alip. In the descrip-
tion I merely bound the territory for the
reason that it 1s largely unsurveyed, and
I can de It more easily and accurately in
that manner. From conversations with
Bartlett I am satisfled that this bounda-
ry would include but a small territory
that would have to be thrown out on final
examination. This area should be with-4
drawn at once from settlement and entry
for the same reasona [ have stated in ref-
erence to the Blue Mountain reserve ad-
dtdona,

“It wouid be entirely impracticable to
got up petitiona reiative to these with-
drawals because such a course would
simply be serving notice on the lmber
sharks that such tracts were labeled to
be withdrawn, which would result In re-
nswed activity on thelr part in order to
get the timber all coversd before it was
withdrawn. I make this suggestion In the
Interest of the publlie service, and because
the infuentisl citizens who lve adjacent
to the proposed areas wunt those tracts
inclosed In the Government forest-reserve
systemn In order that they shall not fall
into the hands of large Eastern timber
speculators.

““The way things are golng, 1t will only
be & guestion of months when all our
timber areas will fall Into the hands of
the few Jarge timber dsalers, who will
have the entire control of cur mountaln
ranges, outaide of our forest reserves. I
tosl confident that such n conditlon of
affairs justifies prompt and declsive ac-
tion on the part of the Interlor Depart-
ment In setiing nside sufficlent of our
mousntain fanges for the preservation of
our main watershods, and for such other
purposes as may redound to the public
‘0'1?1":! above s the full text of Mr. Will-
lamson's letter, but only his recommenda-
tions concertilng additiona to the Biue
Mountsin withdrawal, which embodied
nine townships in Crook County and five
townships In Baker and Malheur, will be
referred to st this tme. The townships
in Crook County adjolned the present
Blue Mountaln withdrawal on the west
and on the south, and the remalning five
townships were to “Se north of the exist-
ing withdrawal

Heérmann Investigated Carefully.

It Is but Mair to all conperned to oall
attention to the fact that Commissioner
Hermann devoted very careful stiention
to Mr. Willlamson's recommendations, He
gave them more scrutiny than he 4ld any
other recommendations that had been
made copcerning the Blue Mountaln
withdrawal, and went to the extreme of
having his office prepars for him & plat

of each of the 14 townships mentioned by
Williamscn, showing the disposal of each
$-acre tract therein, This is a precau-
tion that had never bafore been taken
regarding recommended forest Teserves,
at the time withdrawal only was being

considerad. Hut the Commissloner evi-
dently felt well repald fof his search, for
he found that some 0f the townships
refetred to by Willlamson In his’ letter
were thickly covered with entries or pat-
ents, The Wagon Road Company had
secured title to considerable areas In
every township mentioned, and the state
selectlons were always in evidence. A
combination of wagon road lands, lands
that had passed to the state under its
school grant, and the [ands that had
been entersd In profusion on every hand
showed on the chart that to reserve the
townships mentioned by Mr. Willtamson
would be to create one ncre of lleu base
for about every thres acred reserved.
Accordingly, on November 2, Commis-
sloner Hermann addressed a brief letter
to Mr. Wiliamson, stating that in view
of the extensive private holdings in the
townships which he had recommended for
withdrawal, he must refuss Lo recommeand
to the Secretary that the lands be with-
drawn. As stated above, the scrutiny
displayed by the Commissioner in this
instance was unprecedented, and there i
nothing of record to show why this unus-
ual precaution should have beéen taken
in this instance.

Mantion should be mads, however, of
another entry in the flles, which shows a
letter, dated Pilot Rock, September M,
12 in which Douglas Beits advised the
Commissioner that every member of &
Oregon Woolgrowers" Assoclation at
convention at Pendleton, Beptember

present poliey of the Government is con-
in allowing all kinds of stock to
in the same.
Another interesting disclosure in the
filesn of the Land OfMice ls a petition of
the Croock County Cattlemen’'s Assocla-
tlon, which wis sent tc the Secrelary of
the Interlor December B 1902, by Forest
Inspector H. D. Langille, in which ps
titlon the signers asked that certaln lands
in Crook County be added to the proposed
Blue Mountalp forast reserve. In trans-
mitting the petition, Langlille sald he had
no personal knowledge of the character
of the landa dederibed, except portions
that were shown him from a distance. *1
was nssured, however,” he says, “that all
of the land is timber-bearing, and that
many stréeams find thelr sources in the
townships named, [ recommend that the
townships named be temporarily with-
drawm until such time as a detalled exami-
nation can be made.*™

The townahips referred to are prae-
tically the same as were recommended for
addition by Willlamson, and are as fol-
lows:
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Ths per.lmmm usked that no forest
len ldnds be allowed for lands owned
within the Blue Mountaln reserve.

Commissioner Hermann replied to this
petition, stating that an examinatton of
the records disclosed the fact that much
of the Iand had been allenated, and It
wias not deemed advisable to withdruw It

This case s typloal of the slight ground
on which field officers have been in the
habit of recommending forest reserve
withdrawals, Langille, without any per.
sonal knowledge of the charucter of thess
lands, hastened to recommend thelr im-
medilate withdrawal, Yet this same Lan-
gille, when he was In Washington last
Bpring, tmnkly told the Land Office that
he had erred In making that recommen-
dation, for he had subsequently learned,
upon examination, how much of the landy
referred to had passed from the Govern-
ment

This practically closes the records
girding the proposed Blue Mountaln for-
est resarve, to date. Above has been glv.
en avery paper of record that has had an
Influence for the ereation of the resecves,
and mention hus been made of protests.
The records will uitimately be greatly
expanded, when the Land Office receives
reports of feld agents who have been
making personal examinations of all landa
that now stand withdrawn, and to thesa
will be added reports from fleld repre-
sentatives of the bureau of forestry. who
have been at work In Oregon during the
pust Summer.

The lack of definite knowiedga that has
marked the making of withdrawals will
ba sompéMmated for before any definita
reserves sve created, and as explained
neretofore, tne character and status oL
every #-acre traoct will be known, and
Be plalnly shown on 4 large-scale chart
before the fnal boundaries of a Biue
Aountaln forest reserve are drawn.

There may have been other recommen-
dations in favor of the Blue Mountaln
Reserve than those given above, but if
50, they were never entered In the Gen-
era! Land Office docket, for your corre-
spondent not only had accesa to the pa-
pere on flls, but to the ofMficiul docket
showing entries of all communications
recelved and sent, that had a bearing on
this reserve. And It s reazonable to
suppose that all official records are pre-
served.

There 18 a looseness in the manner In
which the Geological Survey makes 1ts
recommendations that Is not beyond een-
sure. Nowhsrs did that bureau designate,
axcept by map, the lands which it believed
should be reserved. Those Innds ought to
have been described in letter, as well as
by map. The murvey mup has disap-
peared, and who can say that the with-
drawal actunily made ls ldentical with
that recommended? Moreover, who can
say that the chart actually conforma to
the ideas of the survey men who favored
a reserve? There ls room for serious
blunders in the old method, but appar-
ently Geologiesd Burvey recommendatlons
are no longer taken in the Inltintive, nnd
this shortcoming may be consldered as
rectified by elimination.

Wilson §,
BUFFALO, N. Y., Oct. 4—Wlison 8. Bls-
sell, Postmaster-General in  the
land Administration, s seriously {ll. Mr.
Bissell recently returned from a long va-
eation in the East, and resumed his law
practice. His physiclan declined to con-
firm or deny a rumor thut Mr. Blssell s
suffering from an Internal eancer
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