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|' ALASKAN'

BOUNDARY CASE AS IT IS PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION NOW IN SESSION

The dispute botween this country and
Great Britain the Alaskan
boundary would bave besn seftled

ago had not an unfortunste streak of
economy permeated the 3tate Department
Nearly 30 years e&go the Britlash govern-
ment offered to Join the Unied Biates In
4 survey to fix the boundary of the pan-
bandle of Alaska exactly where the maps
place it, and according to the construc-
tion of the treaty adopted by the United
States. It was found that it would take
upwarde of SLM000 to fix the boundary
at specified points. The Stats Department
and Congress were ynwilling 1o spend this
money. Had they done 0 there would
have been no necessity for the poundary
treaty just ratified, the Uni Btates
would have retained all the territory it
bought from Ruseia, and Great Britaln
would have bad not evan & pretext for
securing possession of & port which would
give her access to the Kiondike.

There is no dispute as to the boundary
line of the maln portion of Alsaka, em-
brucing the extreme northwest corner of
the continent of America. The dlfference
concerns only the question of how wide

deeds between Individuain. It
history of Alaska a Mttle for the purpose
of Andlng just where and how the bound-
Ary was originully fized by agreement
among the nations.

It s curlous to discover, in going Iinto
the history of Alasks, that the boundary
line was first sccurately laid oyl not be-
ciuse of a dispute as to the houndary
itnelf, but merely s an Incident to a
question as to the juriadiction of the high
sens, in which three great nations were
Intereste. The boundary question not
only had nothing to de with the original
dispute, but it wns Jugged in by the ears
merely to give one of the three groal na-
tions a chance to withdmaw gracefully
from a preposterous claim of sovereignty
over the o¢ean.

In 1521 the Emplre of Russia made an
extraordinary declaration, or wukase, In
which It asserted a claim to the exclusive
Jjurisdiction of & tract of ocean 0 miles
from the mainland of Northeastern Akim
and & s'milar distance from the northwest
coast of North America, which had long
been occupled by the Russian fur-traders.

the strip of coast is to be from Mouynt
St Ellas to British Columbia. The United
Btates asseris that the strip is, with one
or two unimportant exoeptions, 3 miles
wide, mnd it has always occupled that
territory without protest from the world
&t lnrge. The Unlted Etates claims that
this strip Is to be measursd inwardly
from the tidewater in all cases

The Britlah Contentlon.

e British contention s that the
boundary should leaves to tha TUnited
States only a narrow strip, frequently

leas than five miles in width, and that the
line should cross all the baye and inlets,
thus giving the British merchants the un-
disputed right to enter the interior with-
out rendering an account 10 & customs
bouse of the United States. The British
contention mow does not entirely deprive
the Unlted States of nll mauiniand, but It
practically does so, because the strip of
American torritory under the Britlsh
theory is so marrow and ls o cul up by
the numerous bays and inlets that it
would be practicaily useless for commer-
clal purposes, the only real access to that
coanst belng by menns of the inlets them-
selves, which are generally so wide and
s0 deep at the point whers the British
line cromses as to prevent anchorage mnd
preclude the Kea of & sycceasful landing.

It l indinpensable to an undersianding of
the Alsskan boundary question to consult
¢ map It is one of the polnts urged by
the Americans that all existing maps show
the houndery of the punhandle of Alaska
te be a Jllne running parallsl with the
windings of the coast 30 mlles distant
from salt water. There are no published
maps of the Britlsh contentlom An of-
ficlz]l map of the panhandle of Alaska pub-
lished by the United States Coast and
Geodetto Survey, which shows the estab.
lished boundary line, is reproduced above,
and the boundary claimed by the British,
as well 85 the modus vivendl line, Is
shown thereon.

Caused By Thirst for Gold.

Before golng into ihe detalls of the
boundary question, it should be explained
that there never was any dispute bhéetween
the two couniries and no one had ever
henrd affolnlly of a dlfference of opinion
B2 to the Interpretation of the trealy un-
til August, 1888, A high joint commission
tnd been nppointed to seftle varions mat-
ters in dlspute between tha United States
and Canada. The Alaskan boundary was
not one of them, and 1t was not untl] the
commissioners met In Quebsc, In  the
Summer of 156, that anyone heard of the
new and surprising interpretation of the
old treaty, which Great Britaln had ap-
parently first thought of after the high
jolnt commission hed been agresd upon
and before its first meeting. The rush to
the Klondike hud begun, and at first
there was no clash between the British
and American authorities. AS soon as
the Canadian officials, for they were Cana-
dtans and not Englishmen, made the ex-
traordinary discovery — regarding the
boundary, the situation at ance grew meri-
ous. The hlgh Joint commission entirely
talled to agree. The United States ocom-
missloners would not erbitrate for Amer-
tomm territory provided the umpire was &
European, snd the Canadians, although
nominal Americans, wore afrald to accept
enybody from this continent. The United
Btates commiscioners finally proposed that
each side shounld appolnt three commis-
sioners, and that they should endeavor to
tigree without the appolntment of an um-
plre. This plan was rejected by the
Eritish, but it ls the same &s that now
adopted, Three men from the United
Btates and threoe from Creat Britain will
meet In Loundon and endeavor to agree
upon the proper interpretation of the old
treaties, If they fall, the dispute will be
ro Aifferent from what It Is now. An
agresment can come only by convinclng
u United Brstes or a British commissioner
that his own country is in the wrong.

There has been no danger of a clash
between the British and the TUnited States
suthorities nt any point along the entire
ptretoh of econst from Hritish Columbia
to Mount St. Ellas, with the single excep-
tion of the tralls leading from tHe coast
to the Kiondike country. There, and
there only, have hostlle bayonets glanced,
and the opposing custom houses have
been plde by sile. If the subsidence of
tha Klondlke c¢mze had besn anticipated
it ts probahle the Canadiane would never
have raised the boundary Qwsuou.

The Modus Vivendl,

The miners going to and fro, excepting
those who chose the long route by the
Yukon, invarfbly went up the Lynon
Canal, crossed the mounting at the White
or Chilkoot Pass, and then floated down
the metwork of Canndlin waterways to
the pincer diggings of the Klondike.
Along the trails running from the Lynn
Canal, if anywhere, & dangerous clash of
authority and bloodshed might occur.
Therefore, Becretary Hay and Lord
Pauncefote, the British Ambassador
agreed upon & modus vivendl or u tem-
porary boundary line, which now gov-
erns all Intercourse along the usua! Xlon-
dlke tralis. This imaginary line s just a
short distance north of the town of Kluk-
wan, and by means of thse Chilkat River
Elves the Britlsh water aoccess, lo the
Kiondike. It is, therefore, a distinct sur-
render of American rights, bat it waa, of
course, stipulated In the modus vivendl
that it ahould not prejudice the rights of
either partf, so that If the commission
agroés on anything at London the tem-
porary boundary line need nmot bLe taken
into comsideration. This modus vivendl
also runs, us indicated on the map, across
the spummit of the hountaing just beyond
Dyea and Skagway, orf what 1s known as
the White and CHilkoot Passes. This s
inside of the usun] boundary lns, but it
is genertally admitted by the Unlted Btates
suthorities that there is a distinot moun-
taln mnge there ms contemplated by the
original treaty, and hence, although the
line Is still only about 15 miles from tide-
water, this country has practically ad-
mitted that It is correct.

The real point &t jssue belng sccess to
the Kiondlke, the results of the delibern-
tions of the commission will largely be
shown in the extent to which they noeept
or reject the modus wivendl, a mile or
two to the north of Kiukwan. It is en-
tirely asignificant of the attitude of the
British government, and It i9 a compiete
proof of the declarntion that these nego-
tiations concern nothing eéxcept the =neo-
cess 10 the Klondlke: that the British
government bus previously offered {o ac-
cept ail of the boundary line as claimed
by the United States If in return Great
Britailn is given the port of Pyramid
Harbor, on the Lynn Canal, and a nare
row strip, or international pathway, 1o se-
oure to British goods transit duty fres to
the Kiondike gold fislds

How We Acguired Alaska,

No cloar understanding of the points In.
valved In the Alnskan bpundary dlspute
an be arrived at without a survey of the
history of the Alaskan territory. Gov-
ernments trace their rights to real estate
exactly as Iindividuals do, exoept that

In sddition to that Russia asserted that
it strip of const, now known as the pan-
handle of Alasaka, ran down among the
fringe of lslunds to the parallel of 51 de-
grees morth latitude, This would have
separated the entire territory of British
Oolumbin from the ocean. There wias then
a boundary dispute between Great Hritaln
and the United Htatea, and this couniry
clalmed that what was then known as the
Oregon Territory ran up to nearly § de-
gréees of north  latitede, Russia  was,
therefore, claiming a narrow wstrip of
coast which for 250 miles was also clalmed
by Grear Britain and the United Siates
Az soon @&s the !mperial ukase had’ been
promulgated, both the United States and
Great Britain made Immediate and vigor-
ous protests, Rusaia was not In a posi-
tion to enforce s claims and probably
pared but little about them. It was en-
tirely willing at once to withdrmaw its de-
mand for the exclusive sovereignty of the
North Paclfic ocenn, and It also withdrew
fts claim to,the line o coast south of the
5th parallel of jatitude. As a resuit of this
action the United States without hesita.
tion made a treaty with Russia in 183,
which involved merely a declaration that
thls country had genera! rights in the
Northern Pacific ocean.

Russia's Treaty With England,

However, in order that Russia might
bs permitied to back down gracefully
from Its original contentlon, the dlploma-
tists of the day concelved the idea of
negotintiing & treaty which would mark
the boundary between the Russian pos-
sessions in Alaska and the British North-
west territory. The negotlations were
econtinued with warfous hreaks between
the years 1821 and 183 In the latter
year the treaty betwean Russia and Great
Britain was formally ratified, and this
bhecomes the original deed by which the
United Btates claimed the strip of coast
running from Mount 8§t. Ellas down to the
Portland Channel, approximately at the
Bith degree of latitude, exactly where the
Russlan modified claim terminated more
than three-guarters of & century ago.

In 1867 the Unlted States bought the ter-
ritory of Alnska from the Empire of
Russia. It paid cash for It, and the lim-
its of the territory it bought were fixed
as between Russia and the United States
by a citation of those msedtions of the

treaty of 1825 which established the
boundary between Grest Britain and
Russia. It will be seen, therefors, that

the whole dispute today as to the Alaskan
boundary depends entirely upon the con-
struction to be given to those sections
of the treaty of 155 which Umited that
boundary. The United States Is in the
position af the undisputed helr to all
the claims of ownhership which Russia
may have had in 1835, and which were
definitely put on paper in the solemn
deed of agreement calied a treaty, which
vwas signed by the authorized representa-
tives of Russia and Great Britain. On
the surface the terms of this treaty are
about as plain as the nope ofh A man's
face. They were not disputed for neacly
three-quarters of a century. If thils were
& question of ownership between indi-
viduals this mere fact would settle jt,
becanse undisputed ownership for nearly
thres generations would create a pre-
sumptive title which no court would
overthrow, Unfartunately, however,
there i= no statute of llmitations as be-
tween nations, and slthough Great Brit-
ain apparently slept on Itz rights
from 1855 to 188, m period of 73 years it
claims the right now to revive the dis-
cussion as to the wording of the treaty
in the light of recent geographical dis-
coveries,

As a matter of course, the treaty be-
tween Grest Britzin and Russia was
written In French, the ancient language
of diplomacy, and there |s, therefore, a
grest deal depending upon the transiation
of certain French words. An Engilish
transiation was made, however, and was
published In the oficial reports of the
Britlsh government immediately after the
treaty was promulgated. The United
Btates does not, of course, depend upon
this British transiation, and In the treaty
just signed the sectiony which define the
boundary are given in the original French.
The British transiation, however, is en-
tirely in accord with the American claim,
and It was this transiation which wus
made the basis of all the maps prepared
in England and America for three-quart-
ters of a century. The claims set up by
the British people five years ago are
based on a Mitle different translation of
two French words, one of which is
“erete,” referring to the crest or summit
of the mountaina, and the other, ls the
“lislere,™ or strip of coast which is now
In dispute,

Text of the Treaty.

The original British transiation shows
sectiops 3 end 4 of the original treaty as
transiated in the British Forelgn Office
when the facts were &l fresh fo be as
follows:

“L The lne of demarcation between the
possessions of the high contracting parties
upon the coast of the continent and the
Isinnds of America to the northwest shall
be drawn in the manner following:

“Commencing with the southernmost

becomes |
necessary, therefore, to run back of the |

#
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or at any events would not have been
misconstrued, becauss the preliminary
negotiations would “have made perfectly
clear how It was Intended to run the
boundary line. The whole difficulty arlses
from the fact that when Vancouver dis-
covered the section of country which gen-
erally bears hls name he only went a
short distance along the coast. When he
started out It scemed as though the coast
wae bordersd sverywhere by o range of
mountains, apparently nbout 25 ar 0 miles
BWAY.
which the treaty attempted to fix as the
boundary btetween"Great Britaln and Rus-
sin. TUnfortunptely, Vancouver gueased
wrong s to the part of the coast he
had not seen. There 19 & jumble of moun-

but in no case Is there & well defined
watershed, except just on the trmll which
lmds from the Lynn Canal to the Klon-
dike, and It was just at this point, of
course, that the Inlerests of Great Britain
and the United States clashed five years
ago when the gold was discovered on the
hendwaters of the Yukon.

Mistake by the Topographers.

The framers of the trealy, however,
knew that they were In Igndrance of the
aciunl topography of the country they
wers attempting to bound, and thercfore
they provided an alternative llne which
eould be run whenever it was found that
there wore no mountains to serve as a
great natural fence between two powerful
emplres. The treaty, as the transiation
shows, provided that the boundary linas
should be run along the “crest’ of the
mountains in each case, except where the
mountains were more than ten marine
lengues, or M geogmaphleal miles, back
from the const. To the ordinary obseryer
this provision’' meets all the pecessitles of
tha case, and it would seem to ba quite
as ensy to run it along A range of moun-
tains. Bo it seemed, too, to the geograph-
ers of the world and to the statesmen of
all nations. They assumed that the moun-
talins were about 3 miles from the coast,
as they were where Vancouver first ob-
girved them, and so all the maps made In
Great Britain, Russia, Germany, France
and the United Btates represent the pan-
handle of Alaska as a strip of countrv @
miles wide, following closely along the
windings of the coast. The lne given on
the map printed herewith Is not any new
claim by the United Btates, but represents
the boundary line as agreed upon by all
the mapmakers of the world. It has been
published repeatedly by authority of the
British government, by authority of the
Russian government and by nuthority of
the Government of the United States. In
buying Alaska from Russia tha United
States did It with this map before it. It
bought & strip of country which apparent-
Iy hnd no cloud on its title, the lmits of
which, while not fixed by human monu-
ments, had never been dlsputed, and
which apparently needed only a sclentifie
survéy to determine questions of actual
distances,
When gold was discoversd In the Kion-
fke it was at first supposed the new dig-
Eings were entirely In American territory,
They were on the headwaters of the Yu-
kon, the great river which flows through
the maln part, or “pan,” of Alaska. The
original treaty fixed the boundary ine
from Mount St. Ellas upon the l4ist me-
ridian of longitude, thus cutting off the
extreme northwest corner of the Amert-
can continent from the Pacific Ocean to

point of the laland called Prince of Wales
Island, which point lles in the parallel of |
B4 degrees 4 minutes, north latitude, and |
between the 18lst and 1334 degrees of west |
longitude (meridlan of Greenwich), the |
sald line ahall ascend to the north along |
the channel called Portland Channel as |
far as the point of the continent, where it
strikes the Bth degres of north latRude;
from this last mentioned point the line
of demarcstion shall follow the summit
of the mountains situated parallel 10 the
const as far as the point of Intersection
of the 14ist degree of west longtitude (of
the same meridian); and, finally, from
the sald point of Intersection the =aid
mevidian lne of the 14lst degree, In Its
prolongation as far as the Frozen ocean,
shall form the ilmit between the Russian
and British possessions on the continent
of America to the northwest.

“4 With reference to the line of de-
marcation Inld down In the preceding ar-
teis it is understood:

“Flrst—That the island called Prince of
Wales Island shall belong wholly to Rus-
=in

“S8econd—That wherever the summits of
the mountains which extend in a direc-
tion paralel to the comst, from the B6th
degree of north latitude to the point of
intersection of the lst degree of west
longitude, shall prove to be nt the dis-
tance ‘of more than ten marine leagues
from the ocean, the Hmit between the
British possesstons and the line of the
outside llne of the string of coast which
ls v belong to Ruusin, as above men-
tioned, shall be forsned by a' line parallel
to ths windings of the coast, and which
shall never exceed the distance of ten
marine leagues thervfrom.”

if the people had known as much about
the extreme northwest ccast of this con-

treaties between nations take the place of

tinent as they do today the tresty prob-
ably would have been differeotly worded,

the Arctic, or the “Fruzen Ocean.” as It is
quitintly called In the treuty. This merld.
fan crosses the corner of the contlnent
through an Inhospitable wection of the
country, and it had never been accurately
determined except near the coast. The
original Kilondike discoveries were made
by American miners, and were supposed
tc be well within the territory of the
United States. It was not untll after the
boom had attained serlous proportions
and miillons of dollars of gold had been
dug that somebody put In an appearance
with astronomical! apparatus enough to
locate the boundary meridian. This proved,
to the surprise of everybody, that prac-
ticaily all of the Klomiike strikes, Includ-
Ing the wild mining towns of the reglom,
were to the eastward of the 14lst merid.
lan, and therefore belonged to Great Brit.
ain.
Hival Claima to Gold Flelda.

There were two ways of reaching the
Klondike, one by the Yukon River. which
was open only during a short time during
the Summer, and the other by the Lynn
Canul and a long portage across the
mountains, descending then by various
lnkes and rivers to the Klondike region.
The Yukon route was entirely within
American territory until the edge of the
Klondlke was reached. Miners golng by
tne Lynn Canal and starting from Dyea
or Bkagway passed over American terri-
tory until they reached the summit of the
mountaing and then !mmediately became
subject to the laws of Great Britain. The
Klondlke reglon could not be successfully
approached wholly upon British territory,

and practically all of those who tried It

died on the way, It was evident, therefore,
that while the British government actunl-
Iy owned the Klondlke reglon it could not
g¥ot to It except by passing over the ter.
ritory of the United States. British min-
ing supplies and similar articles would
have tb bo brought Into this country, pay

This i the range of mountaina |

|

|

.

a duty, and then be taken back into Brit.
ish teérritory from Dyea and Bkagway.
This gave the United States control of
the food questlon, and the food question
controls the Klondlke. It became abso-
lutely necessary for the British to find a
route to tUdewater without striking a cus-
iom-house, and from this fact grows tha
present contention over the boundary line
of the Alaskan panhandle. 1f the Klom-
dike had been to tha westward of the 1lst
meridian, no one would ever have heard
of the Boundary Commission. There would
have bsen nothing to arbitriats, and Secre-
tary Root and Senators lLodge and Tur-
ner would not have been given a vacation
trip to London.

Fractically at the same time with the

tains In various places ull along the const, | discovery that the Klondlke was in British

territory there floated down to Washing-
ton vague rumors (o the effect that cer-
tuln Canadian officlals were laylng claim
to the entire coast line and were prepar-
ing 1o drive cut the Americans and take
pogsession of the prosperous settlements

of Dyea and Skagway and even of Juneau, |

Thess statements were based on such pre-
posterous clalms that the officlals here
received them with absolute ridicule, and
It is known that Sir Julian Pauncefote,
the Britlah Ambassador, did not consider
these absurd theorles entitled to his seri-
ous attention until long after they were
originally made.
ing for u tidewater port, and their orig-
inul clalm, basad on the same old treaty,
was not at all the one which they now
put forward. The first claim heard of here
wis based entirely upon a question of the
interpretation to be given to the French
word “cote,” which has always been
translated “‘coast,” and which In this
country invariably means the edge of the
continent. The Canadian land-grabbers at
once asserfed that the econst referred to
by the Russian trealy meant islands
which fringe almost the entire panhandla
of Alaska. They knew, of course, that
there were no mountains anywhere near
the outside fringe of Islands, and that no
one ever thought there were, The Cana-
dians merely asserted that the 30-mile

strip was to be measurad from the outsids |

ilne of the Islands. This, of course, would
have deprived the United States of orac-
tically the entire mainland south of
Mount Bt. Ellas, There are places whers

the mainland is less than 3 mlles from the '

open sea, but for the most part the fringe

of islands is the most significant featurs |

of the waterscape of lower Alaska.

Canadians Make New Clalms.

If this preposterous Interpretation of the
troaty had been adopted, not only Dyea
and Skagway, but Janeau, the principal
town of Alaeka, with Wrangel and other
anclent settlemsnts, would have become
British territory. The United States would
have retained Sitka, which ls on Baranoft
Island, but it would have lad no mainland
at all from British Columbia up to Cape
Spencer, and {ts access to the Klondike
from Lthe south would absolutely have dis-
appeared. This clalm was advanced by
Canadians exclusively. It was so absurd
it was laughed out of court, and It has
never been seriously advanced since. The
Unlted States declined to dlscuss a claim
which would deprive It of all hold on the
mainiand, and the firmness dlsplayed at
this time Jed to another examination of
the treaty by the Cunadinns, with the re-
sult that an entirely new interpretation
was evolved, and it 1s this lnter theory of
the treaty which has now become a sert-
ous subject of dispute between the two
countries.

Theao latest British clalms are based on
two separate theories. A glance at the
map will show the reader that the pan-
handle of Alsska is Intersected by num-
erous great bays which are all navigable
and most of which are quite wide, but
wiilgh indept the coast for a long dis-
tance, and on most of the maps are ealled
“canale' Although the geographers nnil

the statesmen of the world have assumed |

that the boundary line follows the wind-
ings of the coast because the treaty spe-
clfleally declares this, the Canadlan
schemere advanced the ldea that these
deep Indentations must be disregarded
and that the general coast line should be
;msumed to Tun from headland to head-
and,

between the United Btates and Great
Britain would of course cut ncross all
thess inlets or canals, thus giving the
British immediate access by water to the
Interior.

In the second place the rush to the
Klondlke demonstrated that thers was no
genernl range of mountaina anywhere
near the coast. There was, of course, as
has been frequently siated, a jumble of

mountalns and some few high peaks here [

and there. Bome of these peanks and

lesser mountalns ran down quite near the | shown by

const on the peninsulas botween two in-
lets. Often they were mere clifts or
glaclers, the land bewind them falling
away and the water courses penetrating
for many miles In thefr rear. No one
familiar with the topography of the coun-
try would think of seiging upon these lao-
lated foothills and ke nx & b
line. But this {s exactly what the British
clalm does. Not only do they assume
that the coast Hne shall jump across

a4
iary

many hundreds of miles of salt water

The British were hunt- |

If the 46-mile limit were applied |
to this kind of a const line, the boundary |

also claim that the boundary fixed by the
treaty as belng upon the crest of the
mountalns shall jump from peak to peak
long distanges across low lands and fre-
quently across these great inland bays.

By a combination of these two theories
the British-cinlmants, who have about as
much right to the strip of coast as the
Aurtrallan butcher had to the Tichborne
estates, have suceesded In running & lne,
o8 khown upon the adap, which s ex-
tremely near the real coast and which
pructically cuts the United States off from
the mainland entirely, Thia line glves the
British access to all of the great bays or
cannls and would give to this country so
small a fringe of coast as practically to
be worthleas. No one can understand
the Alaskan boundary question without a
map. With a map It becomes quite clear.

Quention of Intent,

Every court takes Into consideration the
entent of the man who transfers prop-
verty by will or deed. A man cannot even
| commit murder without Intending to do It
| For thls reason the negotiations which
| preceded the signing of the original treaty

between Great Britain and Russin has

vast zlgnificance, and when the matter is
submitted ta the joint commission this

Summer these old negotiations will be
| found to play an Important part. In the
firit place It must be remembered that the
treaty was originally made for the express
purpose of pegmitting Russia to give up
its clalm of the exclusive control of the
North Pacific Ocean. Nelther side was at-
tempting to grab any land. Ryssia nad
sottled the northwest coast of America
and had a string of trading posts running
all the way down the cosst nearly to the
boundary line between the United States
and British Columbia. Aws Is clearly shown
in the original negotlations, Russian was
seeking to protect Its line of fur traders
nlong the mainland in what 18 known as
the panhandle. The Hudson Bay Com-
pany had some establishments several
| hundred miles in the interior. The Rus-
sians did not care to go far inland, but
they did Insist on absolote control of the
const, and no one dlsputed thelr right to
this. They were willing to shut off their
Hudson Bay rivale by a range of moun-
tajns and a well-defined watershed, =0 a=
to prevent the British traders getting any
necess to the coast tribes of Indians, and
thus depriving the Rusalans of thelr
prized fur trade, The British were quilte
willlng to accept the coast line of moun-
talns and have ¢learly indlcated this in
the Instructions to their diplomatie
agents. They were also willing, It must
always be remembered, to fix the boun-
| dary of the main portlon of Alaska at
| the 135th meridlan of longltude, 360 goo-

graphlcal miles to the esstward of where
it now runa., Had that proposition, which

was made once, been adopted, the Kilon-
dike would now be In the possession of the
United States and the panhandle boundary
line would never have been disputed.

After the const line of mountains had

hean determined upon =as the natural
boundary betwesn the Hugson Hay
Company and the Russian Fus Company,
ons of the English diplomatists began to
have doubts a8 to the accuracy of cur-
rent geographical knowledge of Alaska,

Ha expressed the fear that possibly the

const mountains might disappear, and In

that caso the Russian line would be ex-
tended eastward to the main chain of the

Hockies. The British agenls proposed,

therefore, that where the mountaln range
| #hould be found to ba farther from the
const than 5 or even 100 miles, the boun-
dary line should be fixed at, *‘say, 100
milee” It Is thus clearly shown that the
entire purpose of the treaty, so far as
the land boundary was concerned, was to
shut off the Hudson Bay Company from
nll possible access to the comst fur trade.
Beyond that the Russians had no care and
the Britieh no thought. The treaty was
written as It Is for that purpose, and It Iy
ecasy Lo see by a glance at the map that
this purpose would have been entirely
| destroyed 1f the line now lald down by
the British land grabbers had been even
contemplated. This new line croases all
tho Inlets, and 1t would really have given
the Hudson Bay Company much better
contro] of the coast fur trade, because the
Ryussians would have been limited to an
extremely narrow strip along an {nhos-
pitable const, while the Hudson Bay
| truders would have had as thelr own ter-
| ritory the ghores of all the bays which
Indent the country, furnishing thousands
of easy landing places and affording ac-
cess to the homes of the cosst Indlans,
which were invariably located In shel-
tered nooks along the stlil waters of thesas
interior highways.

Misled ns to Mountains,

The intent of the treaty s still further
the fact that, although the
British had freely offercd to place the
boundary line 10 miles back when Lhe
mountaln range receded beyond that
point, the Russians were not concernad
about the distance, because they knew
or thought they knew that there was a
great mountgin range between them and
the Hudeon Bay territory, and mno fur
traders could successfuly maintain them-
eolves on the seaward side of that range
provided thsy were shut off from access
to salt water by a definite atrip of Rus-

mountains were there, and not desiring
a wide strip, because the coast tribes were
all gathéred on salt water and could not
live In the iaterior, whers the mountsins
were bare and barren, the Russians read-
ily mgreed to a paragraph fixing the
boundary line st ten marine leagues, but
expressly providing that this line should
be “pamllel to the windings of the const.”

In following out these original negotla-
tions, it is shown therefore that the Rus-
sians clalmed and the Britlsh freely con-
ceded absolute sovereignty over a strip of
const running from the lower end of
Prince of Wales Island to Mount St. Bllns,
wide enough to kesp the Britlah fur
traders forever away from the ocean. The
text of the sections quoted and the use
of the plural word mountains, on thelr
face show that the purpose of the treaty
was to run the boundary line along a
range of mountains supposed to be paral-
lel o the coast. The Russtan boundary
Iine was oot fixed at ten leagues from the
coast, but the distance was only Bxed
when the mountains did not manifest
themselves. The wording {s not such as to
indicate that o line could be drewn from
Isolated peaks near the coast, but that it
was expected to run the boundary along
the wntershed parallel to the coast,
wherever that was not more than 3 miles
away. It was acting on this theory that
the map-makers of the world showed the
Alaskan btoundary as they have done,
Those maps lnvariably run the line fol-
lowing the great gulfs which (ndent the
coast, and which are taken to be the
“windings” mentioned In the treaty. If
the Eritish contention should be adopted
it would be just as well for the United
Btates to move out of the Panhandle of
Alaska, because It would get e or
nothing except the Islands, few of which
are worth anything. If the contention of
the United States t= adopted Creat Brit-
ain will be ng worse off than it ever has
been. It will still retain the interfor of
tha continent running up to tha Arctie
Ocean, east of the st merldian, and
the only thing it will lose will be nccess
from the sen, which It has never yet en-
joyed, mnd which it pever claimed wp to
within five yvears ago. If ita lne is
adopted, cutting all these inlets, it will
have nccess to the Klondike and to all
of the |nterior, and that nccess will be
barred to citizens of the United States
excépt throygh the door of a Canadian
custom-house.

Point of the Dispule.

Practically all of the present dispute,
therefore, turns upon the Interpretation
of the original treaty se far as it relates
o the windings of the coast and to the
mountaln range, which was supposed to
exist at a short distance Inland. There
was some dispute as regards the starting
point of the boundary line. The Rus-
sians originally ciaimed that the pan-
handle ran down to the flst degree of latl-
tude, but they abandonsd the contention
for n coast gouth of the Sth degree, be-
cause the United States and Great Britaln
weare then disputing as to the ownership
of that very section. It may not be out
of place to say that Great Britain got”lc
The treaty, therefore, In onder to secure
A point of departure, iIncluded Prince of
Wales Isinnd as Russian territory, and
then ran the line up the Portland channel
to the Gith degree of latitude, There
wis a dispute between the United States
and Great Britain over the loeation of the
Portland channel, growing out of a dis-
erepancy between Vancouver's map and
his deseription. There were several
channels ealled Portland, but the lines of
both the British and Amerlean boundaries
now run nearly the same, slthough thers
Is a divergence of opinion as to just where
they stirike the Glst degree. This does not
affect the wccess to the Klondike, how-
EVEr,

Fointa of Arbitration.

In the treaty just ratified by the Senata
d exact points bearing upon the inter-
pretation of the old agreemont between
Bussia and Great Brituln are carefully
specified, and the commissfoners, who ara
to meet at London this Spring, sare di-
racted to formulate thelr dectsion on seven
deslgnated points, which are as follows:

1. What Is iIntended us the polnt of
commencement of the line?

L What channol is the Portland chan-
nel?

L What course should the llne take
from the point of commencement to the
entrance to Portland channel?

4+ To what polnt on the 58th parallel
Is the line to be drawn from the head
of the Portland channel, and what courss
should it follow between these points?

5. In extending the lne of demarcation
northward from sald point on the parallel
of the Gith degree of north Iatitude, fol-
lowing the crest of the mountains sit-
uated parallel to the coast unti]l its in-
tersaction with the 14Ist degrees of longi-
tude west of Qreenwich, subject to the
condition that if such lne should any-
where exceed the distance of ten marine
leagues from the ocean then the boundary
between the Britlsh and Russian ter-
ritory should he formed by a line parailel
to the sinvosities of the coast und dis-
tant therefrom not more than ten marins
leagues, waa it the intention and mean-
ing of sald convention of 1855 that there
should remaln In the exclusive possession
of Rusaia a econtinuoua fringe or strip of
coast on the malnland not exceeding ten
maring leagues (n width, aseparating the
British possessions from the bays, ports,
inlets, havens and water of the ocean,
and extending from the sald polnt on the
Hith degrea of Iatitude north to = point
where such line of demarcation should in-
tersect the l4ist degree of longitude woest
ef the meridinn of Greenwich?

6. If the foregolng questions should be
answersd In the negative, and In the
event of the summit of such mountains
proving to bhe In places more than ten
marine leagues from the coast, should
the width of the lsiere which wns to be-
long to Russia be measured (1) from the
malnland coast of the ocean, strictly so
called, along a line perpendiculur there-
to, or () was it the Intentlon and mean-
ing of the sald convention that whers
the mainiand coast Iz Indented by these
inlete, forming part of the territorial
witera of Russia, the width of the lsiers
was to be measured (a) from the line
of the general directlon of the malnland
coast, or (h) from the line peparating the
watlears of the ogoun from .the territorial
witers of Russia, or (¢) from tha head
of the aforesaid Inlets?

. What, If any exist, are the moun-
tains referred to as sltuated parallel to
the coast, which mountains, when within
ten maripa leagues from the coast, are
declured to form the eadtern boundary.

Etrength of American Case.

When one takes Into conslderatlon the

fact that the territory has been in the
undisputed possesion first of Russia and
thén of the United States for nearly
threa generations, that the existing maps
have been accepted by all the world, and
that Great Britain, If it had any rights
In the first piace, his wsiept upon Iits
privileges so long that it cannot assist
them now, It seema as If no one could
doubt the result of n falr arbitration of
the dispute., Former Becretary of State
John W. Foster, who was o member of
the high joint commission which wrestied
with the subject three years ago, formu-
lated the American position Into 15 sap-
arate points, whichk Indicate our argu-
ments gnore clearly than anything elsa,
and which, accordingly, are in full ns the
brief on the part of the United States
of America:
1, Soon after the treaty of 155 the Rus-
lan government published a map claim-
Ing the smtrip of territory and all the in-
terfor waters of the sea inclomed by It

2 The Russion American Company es-
tablished forts and trading posts within
the strip.

3. Hy virtue of the lease cited, which
was & recognlzed assertlon of its sover-
eignty, (t temporarily transferred thess
forts and posts to the British company,

4 At the termination of the extended
lease 1t re-entered and took possession
and remained in possesion till the ces-
slon of Alaska 1o the United States

wherever there ls an opening, but they |

sian territory. Helieving fGrst that the |

& It received tha allagiance of the na-

tive Indinns !nhabiting the strip, and oxe
ercised control and supervision over them,

g, Immediately after the cesslon in 1867
the Department of State of the United
Btates likewlse caused & map to be pube
lished, setting forth the bodnds of Alasks
in accordance with the treaty of 185, and
the same clulm as to the sirip was thérs.
on made ns by Russia in its map of 157
% Upon'the transfer of Alaska a porton
of the United States Army was dispatched
to occupy the territory and a detachment
was stationed for some time on this strip
of the malnland.

8. Since the cession postoffices nmd post
routes have been estabilshed and main-
tained at various pelots on the strip.

9. Custom-houses have likewlse been e
tablished and duties collectad thereln,

10. Government and misalon schools
have been malintained, and notably so,
for nearly 20 years, at the head of the
Lynn Canal.

il. The revenue vessels of the United
States have continuously since the date
of the cesslon patrolied the Interlop
walers gurroundsd by the strip o enfores
the revenue and other laws of the United
Btates.

1L The naval and revenue vessels of
the United States have for the same pe=
riod exercised acts of sovercignty over
the Indian tribes inhabiting the strip,
especially about the head of Lynn Canal
and the latter have yielded unguestioned
alleginnce to the United States

13. In the census of 1850 and 1530 all the
Indian tribes Inhabiting the strip were In-
cluded in the population of the United
Siates and so published In the official
poris,

4. The territorinl government of Alnsksa
has exercised various and repeated acta
of soverclgnty over the strip and Interlor
waters Inciosed by 1t and the writs of-the
United States courts have run through its
whaole extent.

1. Under the territorial claim of the
United States and the protection of the
Govermment citizens of the United States
have entered and occupled the strip, bullg
clties and towns, and established Indus-
trial enterprises thereon,

HALF-MILLION RACERS.

Enormons Popularity of Homing
Plgeons in England,

London Daily Mall

The game of pigeon-racing is a branch
of the sporting tree that has had an
amazing growth within the last decade.
Forty years ago not more than 1% En-
gilshment had the remotest idea what &
homing plgeon was, and yet the bind
played an tmportant part In history as far
buck as the anclent Gresks. To Belgium,
however, must go the credit of perfecting
the present-day racing pigeon, Tho thous-
ands of this species that provide o fascin-
atling pastime for so0 many Englishmen
today ure all Jdescendants of birds m-
ported from Antwerp, Brussels or Lthe
Provinee of Liege. The average member
of socléty looks rather askance at plgeou-
Nying. He assoclates with the sport the
breaking of Sunday for the purpose of
"tossing™” pigeons. He sees & mmn wear-
ing & "kerchief at the neck and carrying
& plgeon In & paper bag or cut-at-eibow
basket, also on the Sabbath, This |a ay
far removed from real plgeon-racing as
the North is from the South FPole. The
first-numed class of bird can be bought
for sixpence, or at most one shiiling, bt
the genulne nerial racer costs anything
from 1 to 20 pounds sterling,

The modus operandl of the fancler after
Jolnlng a homing plgeon club, and thers
are at Jeast S such clube, is to get ready
for the rnces. The distance from the rage
In & direct line to the fancier's loft is cal-
culited even to a few odd yanis. When
the club s racing, and has Jdispatched ail
Itz members” plgeons Lo the race polnt, the
conductor of the binls Immediately tele-
grophs home the exact time of reléase,
As soon as the plgeon “homes' to the joft
the owner catches It, opens the wing to
find the pecret race marks, and then tele-
graphs the marks te the club officlals.
The tme of handing in the telegrum s
takén na the time of the bird's arrival

home, Thus the exact number of yards
flown and the number of minutes are
ceasily eascertained. The winner of the

race I8 the pigeon that 'ms tlown at the
highest spead, or the grestest number of
yarus »& minute. This wvelocity, or aver-
uge rate of speed, 1s calculated by divid-
ing the total yards flown by the total num-
ber of minutes taken to accomplish the
Journey. The secret rice marks referred
to are pmced upon the plgeon’'s wing by
the club committee the night before the
ruce, and the owner does not touch his
plgeon again untll It arrives home from
the contest. This system is an admira-
bie check against fraod.

The young homing plgeon, whoan eight
days old, I8 banded on the leg by a metal
ring, which it has 1o carry aiways, is un-
til cut off or the leg broken the ring can-
not he removed. Tour hundred thousand
of these rings are annunrlly sold by clubs
to the members at an average charge of
one penny a ring.

The Nutional Homing Plgeon Unlon
serves a similar purposs to that of the
governing bodles of other sports and pas-
times. It settles dlspptes among the
members, who number 13000, and who
purchased jast yenr from the union 280,000
simillar rings to those described above,
The unlon ring®. however., are specially
marked N. U, and serve as an excellent
mieAns identifying plgeons onrrying
such rings, whensver they are joat and re-
ported found.

Each of the 90 clubs gives prize money,
ranging from ¥ to £20. Tha popular
mMce stages & Trewe, Bitnfford, Worces-
ter, Swindon th, Bournemouth and the
Channel Isin More than 40006 racing
plgeons wers rolensed within two hours at
Worcester on the momning of Saturday,
May 22, The great majority homed to

ancashire, which Is the hotbed of the
Thiz vast army of pigeons re.
fewer than 52 milway vans
wort them to Worcester., As many
speclal trains cartying nothing
but pigeona have left Lancashire and
Yorkahire on one night,

The sport appeals to all classes. 1t io
now generally known that H. M. the King
and H. B H. the Prince of Wala= have
lots at Sandrigham, and In the recent dis-
astrous pigeon Derby from the Shetland
Isles the royal! birds were beaten. Four
or five years ago, however, they won first
prize from the Shetlands,

A low estimate of the total number of
racing plgeons In Great Britain le 500,000,
A dozen years ago the number was only &
tenth of this vast totul,

of

Trouble Feared at Fiahing Banks,
NEW YORK, Sept. {—Affalrs are serl-
ous here among the American fishing
schooners, esays a dispatch from Burgo,
Newfoundiand. The lack of balt and the
certainty that ths trip will be nimost a
dead ioss has made many of the foreign
fishermen quarrelsome. The sguid, the
usual balt for the banks, have disap-
peared. At Grand Bank the sea s cov-
ered with dend caplin, which sre useless
for bait

As somo of the American captains have
left, the attitude of the foreign crews is
reported to have grown ugly toward those
who remaln, and serious trouble ls fearsd.

Premier Halfour's Discovery,
Westminster Gazstte.
(Which might apply an weil slsaswhere.)
I've mmde “Inquiry’’ up and down and find In
every quarter
That beer at an election time is stronger far
than water,
I find that when in Autumn pext I have to
fight pro-Boerm,
§ must have frmiy on my side my trustworthy
pro-birewers,
Bo mow I've proved that it s clear beyond
all contradiction
That on aone point in politics I've got o fSxed
eonviction.

Paln from Indigestion, dyspepsia and too
hearty eating is relieved at once by tak-
ing one of Carter's Littlg Liver im-
mediately afier_dlnogs, :
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