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TODAY'S WEATHER-Fair, preceded by
showers during {he forsnocon. Warmer. North-
westerly winda.

YESTERDAY'E WEATHER—Maximum tem-
: minbmum temperaturn, &

PORTLAND, WEDNESDAY, MAY 27,

THE REFERENDIM NOT A FAILURE.

Impatience with the referendum,
aroused by the menace 10 the Lewia
and Clark Centennial, was so unré-
strainedly Induiged here In Orégon in
April and the first part of May that
the country at large is in danger of
forming an Incorrect impression of that
amendment to the Oregon constitution,
A carcless utterance of a Washington
Biate paper, for example, leads the New
York Evening Post to the conclusfon that
the referendum is a “flat fallure”™ and
that “it is always o dead letter unless
somebody wants to uss it for improper
purposes.”

Oregon was pretty badly scared, it is
true, when the reforsndum was invoked
for three undesirable obstructive vatoes
on acts of the recent legisintive session.
But Th# Orogonlan, st least, offered re-
assurance while the panic was st s
feight. and expresssd a confifence In
the popular Judgment which the saquel
has abundanily justided. The refersn-
dum was, It = true, Invoked for -im-
proper purpness, hut It wag proven to
be A dead letter In exactly that case
rather than the opposite, and its ingur-
ance quallifes were left unimpalred by
the fact that the ihree petitions In
question falled to receive the mumber
of signatures requisite bring the
challenged mensures before a1 vote of
the people. The result may be aecept-
ed everywhere, as it is in Oregon, ns a
fresh testimonial to the wisdom and
enfety of popular govermment

The referendum stands sccordingly as
a safeguar® In the people’'s hands
aainst perniclous acis of an unworthy
Yegislature and o conniving Governor.
Any hope of using it as an Instrument
of Improper purposes must be infinites]-
mal, after the late savere test, In which
powerful interesis—corporations In one
case and labor organizations in the
other—consplcususly falled in thelr at-
tempt to invoke the plebiscite by widely
cirenlated mnd strenuously urged peti-
tions, The amendment i the stronger
for its trial; and while 1t ia likely to
gemain & dend letter except In its op-
eration ns = potentinl check on legis-
jative misconduct, it may yet have a
day of abundant triumph In actoal em-
ployment to deéfeat a pernicious Iaw,
Efforts to bring government nearer to
the peopls, as the Natlonal convention
syetén has brought our Presidential
elections, are not to he condemned off-
hand. Hardly a Legislature in the land
adjourns without some specific acts
belng submitted to a referendum. It
is not a violent extension of this recog-
nized and approved practice to codify
4t for instant use in any emergency on
demand.

to

—
A PROMISING EXPERIMENT.

A scheme to hire housshold servants
by the hour is belng evolved from the
perplexed brains of Hoston women
whose wrestle with the servant-girl
problem has made them fertile In ex-
pedients. The experiment Is promising

from the fact that girle are first to be |

tralned for the service reguired
school established for that purpose. A
certificate of competence in the branch
of housework for which she makes ap-
plication to work by the hour will be
fecesury In onder for o woman (o se-
cure work at the wage rate herenfler to
be agreed upon. The course of instruc-

tlon covers troning, cleaning, cooking |

end sewing.
This feature, as befors sald, makes
the plan a promising one. It brings

bousework up to the plane of skilled
labor (where, f competently performed,
1t certainly shouid be), and insures in
s performance the respect and confl-
dence of employers as well as the self-
respect of the workers. It promises to
bhousemalids the coveted boon of “time
of thelr own,” and makes the hours for
which they receive pay belong without
reservation to thelr employers.

Bome kinds of work, as window-
washing, general houseclieaning, wash-
ing and lroning. are now being done in
this city “by the hour,” the minimam
rate for capable women being 15 cents.
S0 far as observed, the plan is satis-
factory to all concerned, providing the
worker understands what she is hired
to do. It would be difficult, of course,
to extend this systern to the more mi-
nute detalls of housekeeping, and eape-
olally to cooking. Hence the experi-
ment in Boston, as belng systemised
upon the basls of thorough preparation
for the work rpquired. will be watched
with interest by the great multitude of
intelligent American hocsewives.

the six large private raliroads re.
maining in Prussis, and when this op-

in a|

A

eration ls completed the Prussian Min.
ister of Rallroads and Public Works
will be In complete control of the rall-
ways of the state. Our American Con-
sul-Genernl at Berlin reports to our
Secretary of State that stats ownership
and operation, from a financial stand.
point, has been an unguestionable suc-
cess. In 1860 the revenues of the siate
rallways exceeded expenditures by §l.-
000,000 marks (§119,335,000), and this sur-
plus Increassd to TLLOMDOM0 marks
(BI178,735,000) in 1888, The state roads,
under public management, show in-
creased speed, the fregquency of service
Is Increased, and the sccommodations
for passengers improved. The run from
Beriln to Frankfort has been reduced
within & few years from fourteen to
nine hours, and prizes are belng of-
fered for the best designs of locomo-
tives and cars for a Ti-miles-an-hour
service of small hourly trains to run
between the principal German citles In
place of a service now generaily Hmit-
ed to four large expresses s day.

BRYAN'S LITTLE GAME

Mr. Bryan, having commended Judge
Parker to the Democrats of New Tork,
and Tom L. Johnson to the Democrsts
of Ohto, now turns his attention to the
South, and asks an Interviewer: ““What
do you say to Judge Walter Clark, of
North Carolina?" These castings about
of the late Defeated are entirely too
frequent to be anything but systemstic,
They are part of a programme distinct-
¥ formulated in the boyoratorical
mind. What might that programme be?

In the first place, Mr. Bryan may fig-
ure that if he can get some eminent
nobody or great unknown nominated
for Prealdent in 1904, the ensuing defeat
will cause the party to turn to himself
ngain in 1808 But what s far more
likely & that Bryan hopes to see 30
many candidates st next year's oon-
ventlon, and such hopeless dissension
amang them, that he will himself be
the only man upon whom all can agree.
“Next time" Is not the day of salvation
with the general run of =mbitipus
statesmen. The modest self-efacement
of Mr. Bryan justifies the view that the
best year for him to run again is In
1904,

Thie 1s the same old game which the
bosses tried to wark on McKinlay at St
Louls In 1896, and which Messra, Hanna,
Platt et td omne are setting up Dow on
FPresident Roosevell. Its success under
the most favorable conditions s ex-
tremely improbable. When the favor-
it wons develop their unavallability
beyond peradventure, they are not al-
ways able to control their dlagusted
deiegations. and even i they are soms-
times the favorite sons do not center
thelr support on the author of thelr -
starred undertakings. Becausse Mr.
Bryan promotss Parker in New York,
Johnson in Ohlo and Clark in North
Corolina Is not an all-sufMelent reason
why the second cholcée of all these
states should be Bryan. The young
Lochinvar may be a daring rider, but
there are some politicians in the party
who have fargotten more than he ever
knew about the manipulation of Na-
tionsl conventions. You cannot cruclly
& party on & cross of 16 to 1 more than
about once In a miillon yeara

We can teil Mr. Bryan, if he has not

already divined It from expressions
given himm at first hand, that he s
tempting fortuna too far. He reckons

without the smbitions of the rank and
flle of Democrats when he underiakes
to add to the role of disturber of the
Demorratic pence that of obstructor of
Democratic success. He sadly mis-
Judges the brains of the party If he
thinks it will submit Indefiniteiy to his
assymption that his crazy silver and
soclulistic propaganda of 1896 are the
time-honored “principles” of Jefferson
and Jackson

BETWERN TWO FIRES,

With Mr. Harriman steadily reduc-
Ing the ralirond mileage ander his con-
tro]l by the eale of branches and con-
nections wherever some other road
wishes to enter, It 18 hardly probable
that he Is seeking to secure the Co-
lumbla Rwer & Northern. Mr. Harrl-
man haos much jess to fear from this
new rond than has the Northern Pa-
cific. The O, R & N, has recelved only
a Umited amount of business from the
route traversed by the Columbia &
Northern, for the simple reason that
it made no effort to develop or ensour.
age development In that region. The
Columbin River will prevent the [ine
crosaing back into the Oregon tarritory
of the 0. R. & N., but to the east and
north great possibilitics swalt s ex-
temsion. As the Norithern Pacific and
its close ally, the Great Northern, are
now In undlsputed possession of that
rich territory, any uneasiness over the
encreachments of the new road would
quite naturally come from them.

The predominant feature of Mr. Har-
riman's polley on the Paclfic Coast
soems to be a persistent effort to divert
everything possible to San Franclsco
and to maks no attempt to reach out
for new traffic in the Northwest. This
faflure to ald Portiand and Oregon in
gecuring what rightfully belongs to
them !» explainable, perhaps, by the
fart that any Inereased development In
Oregon and Washington, except on the
line of the Southern Pacific, would not
ald thé Harrlman propertles centering
in Ban Francisco. The Northern Pa-
cific, on the contrary, Is directly Inter-
ested In the development of Oregon,
Washington and Idesho. The business
of these thres states may be of small
consequence to Mr. Harriman, but it
has & value for the Northern Pacific.
The wheat, flour and lumber business
of these states i the foundation on
which the Orlental trade has been
bulit, and on this foundation it will rest
for many A year. Mr, Harriman can-
not take this trade to San Francisco,
and he does not handle it properly froam
Portland. This leaves it at the mercy
of the Norithern Pacific or the people
of Portland.

We have po favors to expect from an
allen road lke the Northern Pacific or
the Great Naorthern, but with a few
roads |ike the Columbia Nerthern, bullt
independent of the big roads or their
Influsnices, we can bring dowp to tide-
water at Portland a traflic of such pro-
portions that the owners of ships en-
gage=d In the trans-Pacific business will
gladly send thelir ships to our wharves.
Portland needs no overland freight to
fill her steamers for the far East, and
the Puget Sound lines of Hill and Mel-
ien are compelled to continue thelr in-
vasion of Portland territory in order to
secure cargo for their steamers. It =
bere, and not in the Exst, that the traf-
fic which supplies big cargoes origi-
nates.

The Pacific Northwest produces the
commodities of which the Orient Is
most in nesd, and our close proximity
to the far East ahould give us an ad-
vantage which no raliroad combination
should be permitted to take away fromn
us, If the Colignbls River & North-

"

supremacy on the north bank of the
Columbia, but the road Is headed for
a territory from which the big road
annually hagls an Immense amount of
frelght, and sll of the advantage of
grades and distances to tidewater are
in Ita favor.

With the Hill roads stralning every
effort to pull business to the north, and
the Harriman lines putting forth equal-
Iy strong efforts 1o divert it to the
south, Portland must rely on her own
efforts to hold for this city the traffic
which Nature Intended should Sow séa-
ward by & water-level route. The
buliding of sbort lines like the Colum-
hia Northern, and there is room for a
number of others, opening up rich
country tributary to this city, will
gradually develop a traflic centering in
this city of sufficient proportions to at-
tract big mallroads from the East and
big shipas from the sea.

GOOD TEACHERS WORTHY
HIRE.

Collegiate records show that while
fewer graduates of promise enter the
ministry than fifty years ago, the num-
ber of college graduates who choose
teaching as a life profession is rapidly
increasing. Formerly the college gradu-
ate became a tascher only as a horse-
biock from which to reach another call-
ing; but today a large number of ex-
cellent university graduates make
teaching thelr life work. This fact
should excite no surprise. To a man
who has a natural jove of books, who
prizes the social decency and quiet dig-
nity of life more than he does the love
of power exercised through wealth or
the vulgar supremncy of cheap political
opportunity, the work of & teacher
ought to be attractive. The study of
the law s fine intellectun] diseipline,
and discussion of fundamental legal
principies by the great jurists of Eng-
land and America s & kind of reading
that at once infortns and enlarges the
mind and imparts wisdom that bears
fruit in sound government; but the
practice of the law, especially in the
petty courts, s not ennobling or Inspir-
ing of anything but cheap craft and
disingenuousness,

Its experlence {s vulgar and con-
tempiible, calculnted either to debase
the lawyer or inspire him with a hearty
contempt for the average cllent. No
wonder men of learning and scholarship
and love of books prefer the quiet so.
clal dignity of a teacher’s life to that
of the average lawyer, whose culture,
when he has any, s oot utillzed to any
high end, but Is chiefly fearis cast be-
fore awine. A man of learning and
gsenee and thirst for books may serl-
ously doubt whether as a lawyer he
will ever do more good than harm,
unless he reaches the judicial bench,
which s the serene upper air of the
profession, where the man bred to the
lnw, if he 1s honest and abis, cannot
but be of censcless good service to the
cause of justice mnd soclal order. No
wonder the trained scholar and man of
culture sfuns the wrangling and
chicanery of the legal profession, which
Is constantly tempted to discomfit jus.
tice for bread,

The man of sound culture and hu-
mane tastes feels that In the profession
of a teacher his investment not only
declares a dividend In decent personal
support, but In A consclousness of some
good wrought to his day and genera-
tion. He feels, even when poorly pald,
something of the same satisfaction that
a- good physiclan feels when he saves
a life, aithough he knowp that his fee
s fnadequate for the service performed.
But while the salnries of teachers are
far better tham they were fifiy years
ago, they are still shamefully low In
the grammar schools of even New Eng-
land and the Middle Stiates. In Phila-
delphia the great body of teachers re-
celve malaries varying fram $70 to 3670
a year. The only cities that maks a
worse showing than FPhiladelpbla are
New Orleans, 8t Joseph, Mo, and
Memphls, Tenn. In New York there is
always a Jdemand for good teachers,
and living salarles are pald them. Bos-
ton s not behind New York, but the
salaries pald the teachers of grammar
schools in Massachusetts, and even
high schoonls, is very small in consldera-
tion of the service rendered by the
teacher, if he 1s & man of superior char-
acter and attalnments, as he ought to
be to assume the heavy responsibility
of a teacher.

We have called It a heavy responsi-
bility, becauss the teacher, while ke is
not distinctly emploved to form the
character of hle puplis, the probability
is that he does form the character of
his puplls gulte as much as the parent.
He does not form the character of his
puplils specifically by his use or his dis-
use of the rod or by the dull round of
lessons assigned and recited day by
day. He does it chlefly because a good
teacher is not seldom the best man
or woman that the pupils ever got very
close to, uniess they happen to have
exceptionnily high-minded "s&nd Intelll-
gent parents, The public school is, or
at least could be made, the most m-
portant formative Influence In the orea-
tion of good clitizenship. The pupll
spends as many hours under the Infla-
ence and inspiration of the good teach-
er as he does under the eye and edu-
cation of the parents. There are many
parents who are ignommnt, many that
are viclous, many that are stupid and
Fehallow. There are not & few children
who have rno parents, so that practical-
ly the state does take the place of the
parent, and it can only take the place
of the parent with success when it s
wire enough to obtain superior men and
women for taachers and retain them by
decent wages,

Good teaching, llke good preaching,
is a noble, natural gift. The memory
of school days always Includes the rec-
ollection of the Inspiring Ihflusnce of
the teachers who were born to teach In
distinction from those who assumed to
keep school. To these born teachers
the worid owes its largest product of
fine manhood and womanhood. The
scholar at schoal will grow in splritual
and intellectual fidber according as his
teacher has breadth of brain, depth of
soul and warmth of heart. A teacher
who has s0 much of manly moral at-
mosphers about him that the best im-
pulsss of his pupils harden under his
spiritual eMuence Into sound, sweet
character {8 worth more to the world
a thousand times than the most nim-
ble catchen of pennies and potter of
dolinrs, because he mnkes the men and
women that are sure to be salt of ths
state. The mediocrs pedagogue Is com-
mon enough. Books are well enough,
but charncter must be based om some-

THEIR

thing better than pedantic learning, and
L g

college graduate than trade, law or poll-
tics, and It means better teachers for
the state,

A dirigible balloon known as the
Richmond has been launched, which is
sald to surpass In all points of con-
struction the Santos-Dumont machine.
It was bullt for the Lebaudy brothers,
of Paris, and upon & recent test, under
unfavorable conditions of wind and
weather, responded to the will of Its
navigators. While 1t"did not sall di-
rectly agalnst the wind, it did take a
three-quarters course aguinst a very
StiT breese. It not only answered the
helm satisfactorily, but made good
fpeed, covering & totnl distance of
thirty-seven kilometars In an hour and
& half. The success of this machine is
held to demonstrate the feasibility of
floating balloons under control for use-
ful purposes, though It does not In-
crense the probability of general travel
by means of airships,

They who are forever talking about
stimulation of American shipbullding
for the forelgn trade by subsidies
should always be answered by show-
ing that the maln cause of the low state
of the American marine s the higher
cost of the operation of our vessels,
both steam and sall, aa compared with
others, Wages are from 50 to 100 per
cent higher; and wages demanded by
our seafaring men are not likely to fall
e0 long as wages ashore continue rela-
tively so high as they are. Even If we
should admit foreign-built ships to
American registry, weé could not oper-
ate them on any large scale, except In
the domestic and coastwise trade; and
there is no probabllity that “profaction™
In this trade ever will be abandoned.
Certalnly not soon.

M. V. Leaain’s attempt to “play
Tracy" came to a short and—for him—
Ingiorious end. Sleeping like any other
tired man who had not sssumed ‘the
role of a bloodthirsty and vengeful
hero, the dastardly murderer was found
in a barn across the road from the
housa whare he and his captive ex-wife
had teken supper, And his career as an
outlaw was speedily ended without a
ehot being fired on efther side. While
there was very alight prospect from
the first that Leasla would escape,
there was grave reason to fear that his
capture would not be effectad without
further loss of life. The closing scene
in the tragedy will doubtless be enactad
a8 promptly as is consistant with the
movement of civil law,

The average person of so-called cul-
ture who has lelsure to read reads too
much and thinks too ifttle, and In con-
sequence thelr talk lacks freshness and
spontaneity. An Eastern - exchange,
after saying that people generaliy read
too much and read more than they
carry, tells a plensant story of a man
who hod been a great resder, but had
changed his ways, and when people
met him after he read lesa they found
him much more Interesthig, and sald:
“How entertalning John was today! He
must have been reading a good deal.”
Reading, to bz valuable, Is that pur-
susd by persons whose business It Is
to read a good deal, to think and ex-
press thelr thoughts,

Four new fdetention stations are to
be opened on the Canadlan border
where Chinese Immigrants are to be
examined. Under the new law, the
Chinese can be prohibited from cross-
ing the border at any other piaces than
those designated. If a Chinaman
swears he Is a citizen, it falls on the_
immigration officials to dizprove that
statement, which is not easlly done.
Canada imposes a §100 head tix on a
Chinaman remalning in Canada. But
as they are allowed about three months
to determine whether or not to go far-
ther, this gives them a good chance to
try and cheat the American customs of-
ficinls and Inspectors

It pains the opponents of Mr. Her-
mann to find, as they allege, that some
thirty years ago he was an “independ-
ent,” a “bolter,” or on the polnt of be-
coming one. These Democratic eritics
are shocked at the thought of any "Ir-
regular” actlon on the part of a Re-
publican, even If It was thirty years
ago. 1t !s evident, however, that what-
ever Hermann's sin may have been, the
Republicans of the district thought it
condoned long ago. A half dozen times
since they have elected him to Uon-
gress. It seems to be the silly ssason
among the Democratic shouters of the
First District.

Goverpor Yates has signed tha so-
called Mueller bill, giving to citles au-
thority to take over and operate street
rallroads on public account, or to grant
franchises to private corporations for a
téerm of not mors than twenty Yyears.
This law can go into effect In any elty
only after the consent of the citizens
of that city has been given through the.
approval of three-fifths of those voting.

———

Since 1580 the Jews have noreassd
enormously in the United States, there
being 1,136,340 In the -whola country,
while In New York Chty alone they
number over 800,000, Including many
rich and influsntial men, some of whom
are conspicuous in the leading profes-
sgions, in politios and In journallsm.

—_—

Wil you rebuke President Roosevelt
hy election of Hermann? This Is the
burden of Democratio appeal in the
First Distriet. How sad and sorrowful
our Democratic brethren would be If
the President should be “rebuked™!

Democrats of the First District are
Reames. Evidently they suppose Re-
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condemnation for vice.
lettarn both bear eloquent
resolutences with which at tim
struggied ag the t tion o

and to the period of despalr which broke
down BRis resistance. The teachings of
modern science as 1o the nature of alco-
holle disease must sensibly affect the gen-

monrey, and borrowed wherever he could.
It 1s falr to presums that it was alwaym
with the expectations of making repay-
ment, for there was always a sanguine
strenk mingled with the depression that
grew to be chronle. Sometime, murely, he
would make the looked-for lucky strilte
which always dangles temptingly before
the eyes of the hungry author. Why
should Be not expect such success? He
had demonstrated by his conduct of the
magasgines of which he had been given
charge that he had rare talent as an «d)-
tor. and In almost every case had In &
marked degree increased the cireulation,
Buech abiliiles at the present day would
yield an ample Income, und undoubtedly
the fllusive image of & magaszine of him
own which always flontsdl before"his mind
included a hand | for himseif
as well as the literary excellence for
which he longed. In the meantime he
needed mony, and there was nothing for
It but to borrow. «It.ls well recognized
that thefs ls one standard of finance for
bankers and anothsr for poets, nnd he
may be sure that the posterity will not
denl bardly with Poe for his impecunious-
ness or for his unsettied bills. His admir-
o find much more of a trial in certain
little meannesses and ugly things In Poe'n
literary career, and neither the Longfellow
squabble nor the more serfous affalr with
Thomas Dunn Eoaglish 1s endearing, but
generous allowsnce will be made to a man
of high-strung temper and disordered
m-?-n. despondent over hls own affaime
and Irritated by a thousand petty annoy-
ances

Wages in Southern California,
Los Angeles Times (nonunjon.)

Following are the averige wages pald
today in Seuthern California. The figures
are furnished by the Chamber of Com-
merce:

Day labor, 1I7% to &5 cents per hour:
ranch hands, £5 to 339 per month and
bosrd; milkers, 0 to $40 per month and
board.

Clerks, §5 to 85 per month; bookkeep-
ers, §0 to $I55 per month; stenographers,
$30 to 5100 par month.

Teamsters, 2 to £2.50. per day; street-
car conductors, 31 cents per hour: sireet-
car motormen, £3 cents per hour: machin-
lsts, 3 to 4 cenis per hour; molders, 2
to' 40 cents per hour, 5

Fruit packers, plece work, earn 82 to
2.5 per day. teams with drivers, nine
hours’ work, B.50 per day; electric line-
men, first to NAfth grade 8 to §5 per
month: sixth grade. 82 per day: butchers,
first class, §I5 per week: bakers, ten
hours, unlon scale, 82 per day; tallors,
unton shops, $0 per week; othars, §8 to
53 por wedk: plecoe-workars makes up to
5 per week. Ol well workers, drillers,
§ per day: pumpers, 3 per day; tool-dress-
ers, 8.5 to 8 per day, and roustabouts,
.60 to R.75 par duy,

For elght-bour day’s work: Carpenters,
$3.50 per day; brick masons, § to 8§ per
dny: plasterers, 5 to 3§ per day; laborers,
$2.50 per day: hod-carriers, 5.3 per day;
painters, $5.50 per day: electriclans, $3.30
per day; plumbers, 8.50 per day: galvan-
lzed ronworkers, 3.5 per day; lathers,
2.5 per 1000, a day's work being about
T,

F;;r work overtime, wages time and one-
balf. For work on helidays, double time.

A New Thing ia Kansas.

A drunken man stopped a business man
om the street this morning. says the Atch-
tson Giobe, and wanted to talk. The
drunken man bad hold of the business
man's coat collar, and he could not es-
cape. “My time s money,” sald the bust-
ness man: "this conversation will‘'cost you
% cents & minute. In two more minutes
you will owe me & dollar.™ * The drunken
man pald the dollar, and, when time was
up, he sald he guessed he had enough.
The experiment was such a success that
the Bober Man's Antl-Conversation Unlon
will be organised at once and a scale of
prices fixad. The charge for time occu-
pled by o plain drunk will be a cent a
minute; fancy drunk, with free lunch
hreath, double price; sxtra fancy drunk,
with breath smothered in onions three
prices, and money In advance; where
drunk man holds sober man by the ecoat,
or continues to ahake hands through con-
versation, double price; all jokes at which
a sober man must laugh are extra,
charges belng gauged by ags and tough-
neiz of joke; reporters can add 25 per
cent to regular scale In excéptional cases
The movement has met with great snthu-
slasm, and peveral hundred members have
alraady been enrolled. Any person caught
scabbing on the union scale will be boy-
eotted, and held up to tha scorn of all
loyal union men.

The Preacher's One Fanlt,

A chureh In Anadarko, secording to the
Neodesha Register, was considering the
avallabiitty of a clergyman who ‘had ap-
plied for the p ate. The 4 had
been told that a Inwyer of the town had
known the pastor intimately. They went
to him and asked for a stntement of the
qualificationa of the candidate,

“Yes, I know Brother very well”
sald the lawyer. "I went to college with
him and [ attended hin church after ke
entered the ministry. He s scholarly,
able and eloquent, and I am sure you will
Uke him.*™ -

The deacons thanked the lawyer and
wera golng away, when he called to them
In commegquence of an afterthought.

*1 don't know as It makes any differ-
once,” sald he, apologetically, “but per.
haps 1 should tell that he's as ugly as
b— when he's drunk”™

Loeating the Guiltr Idlot.
New York Evening Sun.

Jones waltzed out of the bathroom in a
gorgeous and purpling fory. “Bome ldiot
has been using my msor,” he howled.

1 know IL" responded Mrs. Jones. Bhe

voice shook with emotion.
was 1t™

“John Henry,” remarked his wife dls-
“T'H have you know that

| ciple.

Cleveland's favor, we do not ses how lr:
Bryan could withhold obedience from the

naturally been dirécted to his very -lat-
est utterance on the subject In the Com-
moner. In the last lssue of that paper.
he said: *“While Cleveland would be
rightfully entitfed to the nomination, 1f
thw reorgantzers obtained control of the
party, they will not obtaln . comtrol.™
Whether the reorganizers will obtaln con-
trol Is, of course, a matier of opinion
But what, if they do, should be tha courss
of all men professing to be Democrats,
Is not a matter of oplnlon, baut of prin-
With regard to this matter Mr,
Bryan's position seems clear and frm.
Hé practically says that, i Mr. Cleve-
land can get the two-thirds vote neces-
sary for the nomination, be would be
entitled to hils (Mr. Boyan's) support. We
do not see low any more distinet an-
nouncement of his Intentions couid be ex-
pected from the editor of the Commoner.
Having twice been honored by the noml-
nation of a Democratle Natlonal Con-
vention for the Presidency, 14
unmistakably his duty to support the next
nomines of the party. Touching this
question thers can bs no dJdifference of
pinlon 12 honest men; and his worst
enemies have nover dented that Mr, Bryan
is an honest man,

The Self-Growing Baran Indastry.
Atlanta Conatitution.

An st d corresp writing
from Danville, Ky., tells of a noval in-
dustry, which will probably soon spread
as far as Bilville. Tan Crawley, a farm-
er in the Coral Hill neighborhood, has a
barn which is growing rapidly. The struc-
ture, which I8 & capaclous affalr, was
buiit several years ago. Willow posts
were uped on the ends and along the aldes.
Belng in molst and virgin sofl, the posts
took root, and the entire structure has
flourished Iike a green bay tree. It as-
cended nine feet In the flrst three years,
and Mr. Crawley was compelled to lay a
sacond floor, uaing the first us a loft
The second floor I8 now too elevated for
use, and next year a third floor will be
added. The innovation has proven very
advantageous, and a large crop of barms
will be plimted this Spring by farmers of
that vicinity,

Go te the Bottom of It
New York Mall and Express,

The publle Is not 4t all interested in the
personality of tha dismissed cashler of the
Washington Postoffice, who has brought
charges of Irregularities (n the conduct of
that office In relation to the General Post-
office Department. Hut the publle is ser.
fously concerned that thewe charges and
all other charges shall be Ilnvestizated
tharoughly, regardless of whose reputa-
tion, In official Iife or ont, they may affect,
There Is more than susplefon. It ts ad-
mitted that there are defects In the ar-
gaateation of the PostofMce Department,
due to the rapld growth of its vast busi-
riess. What Is' now Imperatively demand-
ed Is that these defects, great and small,
be thoroughly exposed and the proper
remedies applled,

“Strang” on His Own String.

Senator Carmack used to be fond of
“stringing” people, but gave up ths habit
becayse of an incident in the last cam-
palgn In Tennesses, writes a° Washington
correspondent. A friend asked hlm one
day: “How iz Captaln Plerca this morn-
ing:' *“Dead,” sald the Benator sepul-
chrally, and passed on. That evening,
having forgotien all about his “joke™ In
the meantime, some onea called him up
and asked If he had heard of Captain
Plercé’s death. The,K Benator, much
shocked at the alleged news, hurried to
the Captaln's home In the suburbs.and
found him in excellent health. Mr. Car.
mark foreswore all such “Joking” forth-
with. *

The Editor Ate Too Much,
White, 8, D., Leader.

The editor and wife had another square
meal Bunday on aceount of having re-
celved an Invitation to dine at the hotel
Pork sald he was afrald we wouldn't ac-
eapt, but we did. For the benefit of our
1ady we will state that thsy had
the chicksn and the stuff that goes with
such a layout, and strawberry shortcaks
and Jettuce. Our wife wore her blue and
white acd looked real dear. Mre. Perking
had a new shirt and looked too aweet for
anything. The editor wore his Bunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday suilt, and was sick all
night.

Criticisms of the Army,
Philadelphia North American.

It 1= worse than idle to complain that
General Miles or any other protestant
against barbarity Is keeping up an irrita;
Ing controversy over Philippine cruel
The whole subject would bave been
dropped long age had the Army been re-
gardful enough of {ts honor to punish the
gullty. When the War Department ceases
making excuses for acts which
ciin justify and evinces some genuine ab-
horrence for the misdeeds of brutal om-
cers, criticism of its past policy will cease,
but not until than,

Running Neck and Neel.
Comfort,

and I care not who makes the lmws,™
uaid the musical young man,

“Oh, I don't koow,” replied the practical
young woman, “l guess there are about
as many ragtime laws as there are rag-
times songs."
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A little platol practics will enable Mrm.
Leasia to do Detter next time.

The Chiness may stay but the rats must
¥o. - No bubonic plague In ours.

Pn-ﬂrthormurllmm-h'nm
missed its mark was that Murderer
Leasia has no heart

The President le¢t Seattls Sunday night,
and nonms of his 'wife's letters have been
intercepted for two days

- Anyway BSeattls could point with pride
to the weather during the President's re-
ception. It's & good thing to be able to
point with prids at something.

I:mymhm_h-tomtudmnh
that while Portland was a trifis shy on
Itallan skies and Summer breezea during
the Presidential visit, it was all O. K. on
decorum. .
Cregon hax tried it new toy, the Teferen-
dum, and would be giad to make & present of
It 10 anybody that wantis one —Chicago Tribuoe,
"I."he referendum’s sil right; it's the pro-
1 refar agitators that we
are willlng to bid a long &nd tearless
adlen ta,

Two Manila editors, Dorr and O'Brien,
waore tried for sedition this week and ae-
quitted on the ground that fres speech
must Dot be abridged. There is

all of the “open doorw" atl once.

The aditor of the Formosa (Kan.) New
Era has grasped ths leading characteris.
tice of the country village. “We prefer™
he says, “to live In & small town where
all the peopie sympathise with yoa In
trouble, and If you haven't any trouble
will hunt up some for you."™

One day Peter McArthur, who was at
the time editor of Truth, was speaking
of a certain obscurs poet who had just
brought out a book -of verses. “It is cer-
tainly a unigque volume” said Mr. Mo-
Arthur, who was, and s #till a great
stickler for good art, "a unique volums,
and nothing else. It contalns only one
poem that s sctually good, snd that
posm  contalns but one good line and
that good line 1a not original with the
suthor.”

James Whitcombd Riley confesses to a
fondnesa for social Mfe, but always feels
at a disadvantage st soclety gatherings.
Being short-sighted, he ls unable to Tec-
ognize people saslly, and as a consequence
he seems pomewhat ungainly. “Besides.”
he adds, ‘“not jong ago I was recently
detected pr cing the ‘programme’ as
it Iz spelled, and you can !magine my
overwhelming and suffocating sense of bu-
miliation when my attention was cabed
to It.”

A ot of young fellows In an Ohlo town
had a good time with a tramp last week,
They took him into a shed, gnve him =
good bath, shaved him and cut his halr.
They then bought n new sult of clothes
white shirt and standup collar and dressed
him out complete. But when they at-
templad to burn his bobo clothes hs ob-
Jected and fought for tham with such des-
peration their ware ar d and
upon searching they found 51400 sewed up
in ths coat

According to Senator Balley, of Texas,
there was in that atate a Judge who had
been robbed of a horse, and befores whom
the thief, when apprehended, was brought
for trial. His Honor eyed the prisomer
with deap satisfaction for a minute or so,
and then deltvered himself of the follow-
ing: “Owing to a personal prejudice, the
court will not bhear this case. It will,
however, be iried by a bailiff. who will
find a verdict in asconiance with the facts
and the law. In the meantime,” he added,
impressively, “the court will go outside,
bend a rope and plek out a good tree.

The story is told that Clark, the copper
ing. refused the sale of his copper mines
to an Engliah syndicata for $50.000,000.
When asked why he did so he sald: *“Not
that the offer was not & good one Per-
hapa it was. Put then that is such a
great amount of money that I 4ld not
know how I should Invest It if I bad it In
my hands. I'm too old now to faoce such
a taslke And for that reason [ rejected
the offer. I fdered it im ably
easler to sit quist and take my Income
from copper as the metal comes out of
the ground thas to have such a mountaln
of money suddenly thrown upon my hands
and be chmpelled to find ways of Invests
ing it so that it would ba safe"

——

The Commaner, Mr. Bryan's paper, s
becoming somewhat of a humorous publi-
cation. Last week's issun records that
the shads of Alexander, strolling along
the banks of the Styx, met tha shade of
Napoleon. Noling the dejected alr of the
recrult from St Helena, Alsxander
gqueried: "How now, Nap? Why this air
of dejection? “Alex, old Doy, repited
Napoleon, “wea made two grave mistakes
in our Ume.” “Only two " "Weil, two mis-
takes that ruinad us'” ““What were they?"*
eagerly querted Alexander. Slowly and
sadly the of Napnleon came to a
balt and with trembling lips replied: **W.
lived too soon and we relied too much on
military strength for our power.” "Ex-
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