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GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON
COUNTY . SEAT OF KLICKITAT COUNTY, IS NOW
FEELING THE QUICKENING TOUCH OF A RAILROAD
CONNECTION.

GOLDENDALE, Wash., May 10. (Spe-

cial correspondence.) The State of "Wash-
ington has 36 counties, of which eight
have no railroads, and, until this year,
Klickitat County was one of the eight.
The length of the county east and west
is about 120 miles, and It averages about
IS miles wide. There are about 61 town-
ships, making an area of 2200 square miles,
or 1,408,000 acres. According .to the 1302

assessment roll, there were owned 526,641
acres, which would leave nearly 1,000,000
acres unoccupied.

The total population of Klickitat Coun-
ty, according to the census of 1900, was
6407. The total taxable property of the
county Is $2,418,525, or an average assessed
wealth to each Individual of 5378. The
construction of a railroad from the town
of Lyle, on the Columbia River, up the
Klickitat River and out on to the elevated
valley lands, through Centervillc and to
Goldendale. a length of 43 miles, will add
that much assessed wealth to the county,
and the Northern Pacific Railroad is sur-
veying along the Columbia River, so that
very soon Klickitat County will have
from 100 to 200 miles of railroad.

linn Been nn Isolated Town.
The Klickitat Valley Is really only about

20 miles long and five miles wide, but the
farming lands extend on each side, and at

k the ends of the "Valley over a total space
of about 20 by 50 miles. In the most
convenient center of this section of farm-
ing land Is located Goldendale, now a
town of about 1200 Inhabitants, although
the census of 1900 gave it only 73S people.
Lying between the Columbia River and
the Klickitat Valley Is a high range of
bare hills, and in order to get to a mar-
ket for the products of the Valley three
wagon roads were built, one over the
mountain to The Dalles, length 32 miles;
one across the Valley and to Lyle. on the
Columbia, length 23 miles, and one across
the mountain to Grants, on the O. R. &
N., length ten miles. The expense
of shipping out the products of the Valley
and shipping in merchandise bore very
heavily on the people, but In spite of all
these drawbacks the country has pros-
pered.

The most natural and best outlet for
the products of the valley has always
been to carry them by rail down the
Klickitat River to its mouth at Lylo and
thence down the Columbia River by
steamer, and when the last rail was laid
a short time ago, connecting Goldendale
with the town of Lyle, it was an event
of no small Importance here. Its first
great advantage will be felt by the
farmers, who can now avoid long hauls,
and store their grain close at homo. It
will also be noticed, by the merchants,
who can get goods In cheaper, and will
not have to carry such heavy stocks
through the Winter, when the roads can-
not be' used economically for freighting.
But the greatest benefit will come to the
whole country In allowing a more profit-
able manner of farming the lands. Here-
tofore grain has been the staple crop,
and but little attention paid to fruit-raisin- g

and dairying, although the soil and
climate are adapted to both. The farms
are large, from 150 to 1500 acres, and
only a small portion of the country is la
cultivation. This will now be rapidly
changed, as Immigration comes In and
the farms are cut up into smaller tracts
and more diversified crops become the
rule. The Klickitat Valley alone is cap-
able of supporting with its CO0.000 acres
of land at least 20,000 people instead of
only about 4000. as now.

Chances for Invcutracnt,
Goldendale is growing. There are now

in course of erection, or contemplated,
about 0 new houses, so I am Informed
by a contractor. The greater part of the
business portion of the town was de-

stroyed last year by fire, and the town
lost among other lines of business two
hotels. There is now in course of erec-
tion a new building 60x100 feet, three
stories high, which will bo elegantly
furnished, have electric lights, elevators,
call bells and the other equipments of a
modern hotel. Goldendale has no electric
lights, but a company of local capitalists
is being organized, and a plant will be
installed here soon. There Is no steam
laundry in Goldendale. and the present
amount of washing sent away figures up
about $50 a week. A laundry would pay.
This is a sheep country, the number of
sheep assessed being 9,263. It would
seem that a woolen mill would be a pay-
ing proposition. A JSrewery and cold
storage plant, with ice machine, might

STREET-CA- R SUGGESTIONS

WIDEAWAKE PORTLAXDER'S
IX CALIFORNIA.

He SuKKcts Certain Improvements
In Local Service, Suburban Con-

nections and Roadirays.

PORTLAND, May 12. (To the Editor.) I
have read with pleasure your recent edi-
torials on the magnitude and Importance
of tho electrlc'street-ca-r business of Los
Angeles. I spent over a month there this
Winter, and would like to describe one
of these lines for the benefit of those who
have not seen. It. The cars are all new,
made in St. Louis, said to be as good as
the best In the United States. They are
sertainly magnificent. About one-thir- d of
the passenger space is closed that in the.
center of the car and beautifully finished
and upholstered. The balance is open, all
seats are crosswise with aisles through
from one end of the car to the other.
This line commences at Ninth and Spring
streets and ends at Long Beach, 21 miles
away. The time between termini 13 40
minutes making IS stops SO miles an
hour. Each car was built to carry four
electric motors of 75 horsepower each.
The factors' could not furnish the motors
In time, so the railway company took two
out of each of the cars which were fully
equipped and placed them in other cars
which had none. The intention Is to re-
place the two motors borrowed from each
car as soon as the works can complete
the order. Then tho dompany says that,
whenever It wants to, it can run 60 miles
sn hour, but will probably make the
schedule time 25 minutes. Cars run from
5:30 A. M. till 1 A. M. During business
hours a car leaves each end every 15 min-
utes. A car runs over the road from end
to end ISO times every day. This makes
a dally run over this line of 2730 miles.
Fare. 25 cents each way. The seating ca-

pacity of each car is SO persons. Note the
earnings of this line. These cars are gen-
erally full, but count it 0 passengers on
each car instead of SO and you find 6500
passengers a day. Very nearly all go
through, but say the average per passen-
ger is 20 cents and you have $1300 per
flay. The roadbed was sprinkled with oil
In July last, and in the middle of Janu-
ary a conductor told me that there had
been no dust since. The company was
putting a telephone attachment on every
tenth pole on the line, making 'them only
a quarter of a mile apart, so that the
conductor, in case of an accident, can
place himself In conversation with the
train dispatcher at Los Angeles In an In-
stant, i

Portland's Electric Rallvrnyn.
I see that all lines here are taxed to

their full capacity and a strong demand
for more. In a recent editorial you fully
set forth their superiority over steam'
Tallwnys and gave the reasons therefor.
The conditions here are even more marked.
Over a steam railroad It now takes 43

minutes to reach Beaverton, eight miles

also be a good Investment, In some
parts of this valley are Irrigating ditches,
and the great profit resulting from Irri-
gating the soil should encourage the
extension of Irrigating ditches. This Is
a matter which tho residents of Golden-
dale should investigate and advertise the
details, so as to Induce outside capital
to become interested. The whole Klick-
itat Valley could be Irrigated if some
proper system were employed.

Have Made Money.
The following list of names of success-

ful men In the Klickitat Valley shows
the money-makin- g resources of the coun-
ty. The names of residents here are given
and the source from which their wealth
was accumulated: '.

H. B. Carratt made his money in wheat-raising;

also L. M. Crofton. J. C. Daly,
John A. McAdams, August Klockner,
James Sarsfleld, John Graham. George
Darland, Colonel E. W. Pike, George W.
Smith, A. B. Courtway, Scott Warwick,
Daniel FInlayson and L. W. Curtis. James
Coffield from fruit and stockralsing.
Charles Kaiser, farming and merchandis-
ing; Oscar Vanhoy, livery business; W.
A. SIcKenzIe. merchandising; John Jack-e- l,

stockralsing and farming; A. L. Baker,
frultralslng; L. O'Brien, sheepralslng; Al-

len Bonebrake. profession; W. Leldel.
merchandising; W. H. Ward, merchandis-
ing; W. C. Burgen. farming; Joseph Nes
bltt, flouring mills; J. M. Hess, flouring
mills; John Holdman, ferryman; George
McCreedy, sheepralslng; Baker Bros.,
merchandising; S. Waters, merchandis-
ing; Henry Stegman, farming and stock-raisin- g;

L. B. Montgomery, sheepralslng;
J. E. Chappell, merchandising;' M. Roth-roc- k,

farming and stockralsing; also John
Smith, S. W. Chlldere. Daniel O'Connor
and W. M. Clauson; Charles Alvord, liv-
ery business; George Bowen, merchandis-
ing; O. P. Shurtz, lumbering; H. C.
Phelps, grainbuylng. The above list does
not Include many men of wealth who
have brought money into the county, but
only those who have accumulated the
money since coming here.

A Stockralsing; Country. t
According to the assessment rolls, there

are In Klickitat County 7552 horses, 11.1S9
cattle, 89,263 sheep and 6479 hogs a total
of 114.4S3 head of stock. The real num-
ber of stock Is probably twice that but
there is no other source of information
than the assessment roll, which is authen-
tic The total value of the personal prop-
erty in Klickitat County is $960,941; of
city property, $175,643; and of land and Im-
provements. $1,558,331. The total taxable
property In Klickitat County is $2,418,525.
The total taxable property value of the
whole state of Washington is $260,940,138.
Tho county tax levy here Is 21 mills, and
the average tax throughout the county
for all purposes Is 26 mills. '

Tle Tovrn of Goldendale.
This Is the county seat, and here Is a

brick Courthouse which cost $22,000. Tho
location is oh the banks of Little Klick-
itat River, which flows through the town,
the water supply for the town is brought
13 miles- from three Jarge springs In the
Simcoe Mountains,, and has a pressure on
the mains of 200 feet fall. The lines of
business represented are: Four general
merchandise stores, three saloons ($700 a
year license), five churches (Methodist,
Presbyterian, two Baptists and Chris-
tian), one hotel, two lodging-house- s, five
restaurants, four drug stores, four mil-
linery stores, one cigar store, one bank,
two telephone exchanges, three livery
stables, three blacksmith shops, one bar-
ber shop (five chairs), three real estate
firms, two photo galleries, two roller flour-
ing mills, one planing mill, one brickyard,
two hardware stores, one grain warehouse:
one harness shop, two weekly newspapers,
one bakers, four doctors, six lawyers, two
dentists, one tailor, an academy, one
shoemaker.
Columbia River & Northern Railroad

It Is through the enterprise of Portland
residents and it Is Portland capital which
Is building the railroad from the town of
Lyle. at tho mouth of the Klickitat River,
through the town of Centervllle. to Gol-
dendale, and which will be fully equipped
for passenger and freight trafllc in a few
weeks, but mixed trains are now making
dally trips as far as this point. From here
It Is not definitely known Just where the
railroad will go. but that It will be ex-

tended about 40 miles east as far as Blckle-to- n.

se'ems probable, and also that a
branch will be run down Rock Creek to
the Columbia River above the obstructions

from Portland. One hour and founteen
minutes to Hlllsboro. 16 miles out. One
hour and a half (and generaly much
longer), to Forest Grove. miles, and
&o on, while an electric line with proper
equipment can put passengers Into Hllls-
boro in 30 minutes and Forest Grove In
45 minutes, and at three-fourt- the pres
ent rates. After considering all of the J

foregoing, it does seem strange that the
whole City of Portland could stand by
and permit any persons to maintain such
persistent and opposition to
more electric suburban lines as to ob-

struct and delay the entrance into the
city of a line from two of the best and
nearest counties in the state counties
which would almost at once furnish to
Portland an Immense quantity of entirely
new business, that of shipping In dally the
farm, poultry, fruit and dairy products
of all the country tributary to such a line.

San DleRo.
Here is an object-lesso-n that we may

turn to our profit:
All places of Interest to tourists within

17 miles of San Diego are held before the
public by one man called a guide, whose
business It Is to see that every hotel,
rooming-hous- e and restaurant in the city
is constantly kept fully supplied with
beautifully Illustrated advertising mat-
ter giving full details as to how each
place can be reached, and at what price.
Each of the above houses is also sup-
plied with tickets over each line for sale.
Proprietors of such places get a commls- -
slon on each ticket sold. When a reason-
ably large part, say from 30 to 0, Is
likely to go over one route, this guide Is
sure to know of it, and goes along, giving
full and complete Information and answer-
ing all questions the visitors may ask.
His services are paid for by the transpor-
tation companies. He Is a handsome,

gentlemanly young man, and
his presence always adds very materially
to the enjoyment of the party he goes out
with. There are eight driveways out of
San Diego, and every one is smooth, hard
and gritty, good enough for four heavy
horses or six lighter ones to take a tally-h- o

and 20 passengers and travel off on a
rattling good gait. Every road leads to
some place you don't, want to miss. Four
of these same places are also reached by
railroads, yet the carriages are taken by
larger numbers of people In "preference.
They drive passengers to Point Loma
lighthouse, 14 miles out and back, for $1.25
each, and to the grounds of the Theosoph-Ic- al

Society (Mrs. Tlngley's) on Point
Loma,' ten miles out and back, for $1

each, and so one. There are 200 vehicles
carrying from 20 down to four persons
each in constant use in San Diego, only
20.000 permanent population, carrying peo-
ple to and from these different places of
Interest.

What has Portland got, and what can
she do to place her on a footing with
California points in these respects?

We have seven routes none of which Is
more than six miles out, each one com-
manding a magnificent and as grand a
view as any between Portland and Mex-
ico, excepting, of course. Point Loma. at
the entrance to San Diego Bay and har-
bor, which many of the greatest living
travelers say excels any other In the
world, while a few have classed it'es the
third In the world. Then there Is also
Smlly Heights, adjoining Redlands, said
by world travelers to be the finest Inland
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to navigation at tho dalles. Boats can
thus be put on the Upper Columbia River,
and the products of that vast inland em-

pire will be drained directly Into Port-
land. As a commercial venture, the- - cit-
izens of Portland have Invested their
money where It will bring both direct and
Indirect returns, and are to be congratu-
lated upon their business sagacity.

This railroad has heavy steel rall3. Is
standard gauge. Is equipped with powerful
locomotives, and all the rolling stock Is
new and up to date. It will open to set-
tlement a large .area of country hereto-
fore devoted to stockralsing alone, and
cause the population of this county to In-

crease very rapidly.
Talcing; Up Vacant Lands.

It may Interest some of the readers of
The Oregonlan to hear the experiences of
a person who has Just filed on two pieces
of Government land In this county. Tho
building of this railroad has brought Into
market lands In the mountains, which
were heretofore too remote for settle-
ment. There are still vacant lands In the
county, and It seems to be a profitable
business to file on them.

"How did you learn that the tracts of
land you have taken were wprth filing
onr

"Through a land cruiser."
"What did you pay for the Informa-

tion?"
"For the two claims I paid $150 or $75

each."
"What other expenses were there In con-

nection with the filing?"
"The expense of going out to the land,

20 and 25 miles from Goldendale, was
about $15, and filing fees, $28."

"What kind of timber land did you find
your timber to be?"

"It cruised about 3,000.000 feet to 160
acres, principally yellow pine, with fir
and oak. This land will cost me. when
final proof Is made, about $500, and there
Is a ready market for It at $1500 to $2000,

but with more settlers In the country I
can get at least $2500 'for It. I figure the
timber alone is worth $3000 and after the
timber is off the land will sell for $500

for pasture. Comparing this stumpage
to the prices of $7 and SS per thousand
In Washington and Minnesota Is It any
wonder that Eastern people are Invest-
ing largely In Pacific Coast timber lands?"

"In taking up your homestead did you
find It any hardship to comply with the
law?"

"I am required to build a dwelling and
I had to haul the lumber only threo
miles. There was enough clear land for a
garden and a small orchard, and a spring
on the place furnishes me with an abund-
ance of water. The distance from the C.
R. & N. Railroad is only ten miles, only
nlno miles to a postoffice and three miles
to a schoolhouse. I can live five years on
this land, or after 14 months residence I
can commute the homestead and pay $1.25
an acre. I can sell this land when I
obtain a title for at least $1500. and if I
pay $1.25 an acre It will have cost me
only about $300 and the Improvements. If
I reside on the land for five years the
cost will be only about $100 and Improve-
ments, thus leaving a profit of $1400 for
five yeans work, or almost $300 a year.
During the past year about 40 claims were
located In the section where I am, and
one of these days there will be a large
sawmill out there, and a good market
for all I can raise on my land."

"Now that you have used your timber
and homestead rights what are you go-
ing to do, next?"

"I am going to investigate the lands
of the Irrigation companies, when they
are placed on the market, and invest, if
I can see any money In them. People
must have land, and It Is only a question
of making a good selection and selling at
a profit. Klickitat County has heretofore
had absolutely no railroads and now It
seems likely several hundred miles of
railroad will be built. Land which can
be bought now for $8 and $10 an acre will
be worth $15 and $20. and higher-price- d

lands In proportion. Now Is the very
best time for securing a tltlo to lands
In this country."

He Lout the Dct.
On the morning of the day the Columbia

River & Northern Railroad was 'to enter
Goldendale Charles Powell made a bet
with Attorney N. B. Brooks, that the
engine would not get into town that day.
Mr. Brooks, who knew the plans of the
railroad company, was so certain that
the" engine would run Into the town that
identical day that he wagered $25 with
Mr. PowelL Sure enough, the rails were
laid and the engine came over them as
he anticipated, and he claimed the money.
But Mr. Powell refused to pay. as he

! proved beyond a doubt that onlv ona
J rail of the railroad was In the city limits.

the other rail being outside, and conse-sequent- ly

the locomotive did not "enter
the town." It was a technical point which
Mr. Brooks could not dispute and so he
had to pay the money to Mr. Powell. A
few days later a side-trac- k was built Into
the town, but It was too late. EL C P.

scene they have ever witnessed, yet aside
from the perfectly graded and Emooth
roads circling around the edges of and
up on the top of those heights, together
with the beautiful shrubbery and flowers
lining the driveway. It cannot compare
with the grand views in great numbers
which can be obtained from points on
the hills south of this city within six
miles of our Courthouse.

Now, this Spring, grade a fine winding
road around and on top of Mount Tabor.
Smooth up the Riverside road. Put In
perfect order all of the roads running
over Robertson's Hill, Portland Heights,
Seventh-stre- et terraces and up to Coun-
cil Crest. Build other short pieces of
road where they will lead to commanding
points. Then set out a whole lot of choice
shrubbery along such roads. We now
have In use in this city as splendid a lot
of fine turnouts, from the 28 and

tallyhos, all along down the line.
Including almost every style and slzo of
vehicle, with horses and harness in keep-
ing, as can be found anywbero on the Pa-
cific Coast.

Now, with these roads put In proper
shape, and tho same systematic energy
put forth here as Is done elsewhere, we
can thoroughly Interest all tourists who
come here, and then each one will ever
afterward be a living, constant and eff-
icient advertiser of the City of Portland.
And this is by far the best and cheapest
kind of advertising. Right now Is the
time to put these roads In order for this
Summer's business. Tourists will nearly
always stay In a town until they have
seen everything that they hear about as
being worth seeing, and no longer, hence
the necessity of having something as near
perfect to show them as possible, and
then see that each one of them Is fully
advised of Its beauty and of the pleasure
he will derive from seeing It.

Aside from the excellent climate of
Southern California, the whole secret of
the wonderful fascination which it holds
over all tourists Is that the people there
have added to what nature has done for
the country by the lavish expenditure of
immense sums of money. In Just such a
manner as above suggested, as well as in
other ways. This money has already come
back to them, in many cases ten-fol- d or
more. In the Increase of business from
tourists and In the Increase of permanent
population consequent upon such Improve-
ments, and the same can be done here.

R. M. WILBUR.

Mayor Faints at a Banquet.
PHILADELPHIA. May 12. Mayor Wea-

ver fainted before 300 guests at a banquet
of the Methodist Social Union last even-
ing as he repeated the pledge that thepresent efforts to purify the city were
not to be spasmodic and initiative of an
aggressive campaign that would be con-
tinued with vigilance.

Dock Strike Causes O

DE CHILA, May 12. Owing
to a great strike of dock laborers at o,

all business has been suspended
there. Riotous strikers have destroyed
street cars, and have committed other ex-
cesses; several persons have been killed,
and great excitement prevails. '

It is no longer necessary to take, blue
plus to rouse the liver to action. Carter's
Little Liver Pills are much better. Don't
forget this.

HIS ATTENTION CALLED

OTHERWISE, OF COURSE. HE SEV-

ER WOULD HAVE SEEK IT.

However, History Records, No In-

stance Where Mutual Friend Was
Not Dutifully on Hand.

SALEM, May 10. To the Editor.) A few
days since my attention was called to a
communication printed In The Oregonlan
of March 18, during my absence In the
East, written In Salem but signed by A.
M. LaFollett, the object of which was to
uphold and Justify the very unfair and
malicious' report of the committee ap-
pointed by the last legislature to Inves-
tigate the offices of State Land Agent.
Mn LaFollett hlnlself is to be partially
excused In the matter of this communica
tion, for the reason that the political firm
in aaiem wnicn instigated n nas mereiy
discarded Its Mehama stoolplgeon for a
fresher one at Mission Bottom.

I had Intended to take no public notice
of the committee report referred to, but
tho transparently vindictive spirit which
aulmated a majority of its members, plain-
ly shown In every line of Its report. Is so
undlsgulsedly emphasized by the

style of the communication
signed by Mr; LaFollett that a little at-
tention paid to both the report and the
communication becomes not only a "plain
duty," but a matter of actual pleasure.

In the communication referred to It Is
admitted that the State Land Agent
"made a profit to the school fund of $50,000

In the sales of mortgaged farms under
the efficient management of the State
Land Board," but that he "lost $500,000 to
the school fund under the careless direc-
tion of T. T. Geer."

Board Recognized, Governor Not.
It Is some satisfaction to know that

the State Land Agent made a profit to
the school fund of $50.CO0. and that a mem-
ber of the committee Is forced to admit It '

though the public will not fail to ndtlce
that any reference to the fact was care-
fully omitted from the report Not every
State Land Agent could do so well, but
It will be observed th'at this was done
"under the efficient management of the
Stato. Land Board," where, presumably,
my wjshfs, which would have resulted In
losses, of course, were overcome by the
other two members xf the board. Where
any good had been accomplished which
had to be admitted, the programme out-
lined by the Salem syndicate and sub-
mitted for the government of tho commit-
tee, demanded that the credit must be
disposed of without any of It coming in
my direction.

Now as to that "loss" of $500,000. The
boyish stupidity and pitiful malevolence
of tho committee Is shown in tho para-
graph referring to this "loss." Allow me
to quote It Since Iti includes all there
Is in tho report after anxious weeks of
feverish incubation by tho expectant
satelltes of tho Salem syndicate. It is
as follows:

"There Is evidence submitted to the ef-
fect that had available timber lands been
selected by the state as required by law,
such lands could now be sold for $500,000,

or more."
Not any place In Its report does the

committee even Intimate that It has any
reason to .believe this testimony. It could
go no further than to say that such tes-
timony was "submitted." In every case
In every court much testimony Is "sub-
mitted" that has no weight whatever.
But I will briefly examine this testimony,
for It shows, not that Mr. Buckley, the
witness, had any knowledge of any value,
or even pretended to, but it does show
the animus of the House members of tho
committee who conducted the examin-
ationfor a purpose.

It was our distinguished Attorney-Gener- al

whose deep legal mind brought to a
listening world the Information that the
school fund had sustained a "loss" of
$500,000 by the means of tho following
lucid question:

"If there were 70,000 acres of nonmlneral
base lands four years ago which could
have been adjudicated and selected, what
would the state probably have lost by not
doing that?"

In other words, if so and so had been
so and so four years ago, what would
the state have probably lost "If It had
not done that?" Of "course. In the face
of such an alternative, most any witness
would have answered In the affirmative.

The Sad Case of Bncklcy.
Mr. Buckley had previously said that

much of the lands already disposed of by
the stato at $2.50 an acre is at this time
worth, "some of it $7.50. some $20 and
some $25 an acre." and added that on this
basis of reckoning, such lands would now
ba worth $500,000 more than the state has
received, hence a "loss" equal to the
amount mentioned.

As to Mr. Buckley It may be said that
he admitted he had never dono any busi-
ness through the State Land Office and
the only point there was to his testimony
was his opinion that lands had been sold
during the last four years for $2.50 an
acre, which. If 'kept until "today." would
be worth enough more to have Increased
the net Income to the state In the sum of
$500,000, provided the price bad been
raised.

Thero Is. Indeed, an implied Intimation
here that tho state could have selected
70,000 acres of lieu land, which It has
failed to do. but It is not so stated.
It Is merely set forth In the form of the
Attorney-General- 's question "If such had
been the case" what would the state
have lost "by not doing that?"

Heretofore, the only complaint has
been, not that all the lands the state was
entitled to had not been selected,
but that In some way favoritism had been
shown. This "evidence," however, seems
to intimate that a great deal of "avail-
able timber land" had not been selectedat all, and had, therefore, been lost to
the state, and which. If It had been se-
lected and kept until now. would be
worth $20 an acre.

Tho first? mistake here is In supposing
that the state has not selected every
acre of "available timber lands" it is en-
titled to. Indeed, until this upstart state-
ment appeared the public has been led tosuppose that It had selected a great dealmore than It was entitled to. In theconsuming desire to criticise, both theseclaims, conflicting, to be sure, have beenheralded, each In Its turn, as either wasthought to do more damage than theother.

For every acre of lieu lands sold dur-
ing the past four years the school fundhas received the full price of $2.50. No-
body has ever denied this. But Mr.Buckley was led to remark, in answer
to the question. "What was that timber
that could have been selected then what
would It bo worth on an average today?"
that "some of It would be worth $7.50,
some $20 and some $25."

It was upon this estimate of tho pres-
ent value of lands the state has parted
with that the startling statement Is giv-
en out by the committee that the State
Land Agent Is responsible for a loss to
the school fund of $800,000 or more, "un-
der the careless direction of
T. T.Geer."

Farther Effort to Save Space.
Now, for the purpose of saving time

and space In your paper, admitting that
lieu lands have been, sold at too low a
figure, and Indeed, they have, whose
fault Is it? --And why limit to my ad-
ministration? If an acre of lieu land was
sold ten years ago for $2.50, which Is
now worth $25, under whose "careless
direction" was the loss allowed?

Who fixes the price of lieu lands? Did
any member of the committee have the
slightest Idea? Did It ever occur to either
of the budding statesmen who shed such
luster over the sittings of the late "In-
vestigating" committee that any depart-
ure from tho minimum price suggested by
the Legislature la entirely without the
privilege of the Governor or tho State
Land Agent, asd that such action come

wholly within "the efficient management
of the State Land Board?"

Since this "loss" to the school tund
of .$$00,000 is due wholly to the fact that
lands have been sold for $2.50 an acre,
which. If kept "until today" would have
been worth $25, and since the failure to
raise the price of these lands Is wholly
the fault of "the efficient State Land
Board," why did not some member of
this Investigating committee
have the Independent manliness to report
that under the inexcusable carelessness
and Inefficient management of the sales
or lieu lands by the State Land Board,
tho state school fund has recently lost
the magnificent sum of $800,000 or more?"

It Is pertinent to remark here that the
Governor has no power to sell an acre of
state lands of any kind, that he has no
power, whatever, to withhold an acre
from sale nor to fix the price of any acre
of such land. Either thla committee did
not know this. In which event it betrayed
Its utter unfitness to undertake the task It
pretended to perform, or. If It did know
that the State Land Board, alone, has the
power to sell state lands and In some
cases to fix Its price, and yet charged the
Governor with the loss to the school fund
of $800,000 because the price was not $25
an acre Instead of $2.50, It plainly be-
trayed Its subservience to the Salem ring
of political malcontents. The questions
asked by some members of the committee,
together with the absurdly spiteful nature
of their report, Indicate that both alterna-
tives are largely true.

Exhibit in Colossal Estimates.
While discussing the probable value of

timber lands for assessable purposes, a
few weeks ago, The Oregonlan said there
was no justice in assessing lands worth
$40 an acre at the ridiculosuly low price
usually prevailing. Here Is an Intimation
that these lands are worth $40 an acre,
and the average citizen can readily see
how lucky it was. not only for tho State
Land Agent, but for the Irreducible school
fund, that this writer, Instead of Mr.
Buckley, was not called before the com-
mittee, for In that case, the "loss" would
have been fully. $3,000,000.

In his communication Mr. Lafollet Is
made to say that "tho loss to the stato
must necessarily have been something like
$2,000,000, but the committee gave the
benefit of the doubt and reported tho
lowest probable estimate of $S0O,000."

The kindness of heart displayed here
Is the very essence of condescending gen-
erosity. The loss to the state was "neces-
sarily," that Is, actually, $2,000,000. but
the committee gave the benefit of the
"doubt" and made it $S0O.0O0. But If It
was "necessarily" $2,000,000 where was the
"doubt?" Who could help admiring the
fairness and impartiality of this distin-
guished aggregation of lustrous states-
men?

In the job lot of Irresponsible state-
ments jumbled together In Lafollet's
communication Is the statement that I
did not dare go on the stand and dispute
Mr. Buckley's statement Allow me tosay, first that there Is practically noth-
ing in Mr. Buckley's statement that any-
body would want to dispute. His state-
ment that when lan.i is sold for $2.50 an
acre It only brings In half as much as If
It had been sold for twice that figure Is
a revelation In mathematics calculated
to stun only men of the caliber of those
who were promoted from their seats inthe House to a position on the "Investi-
gating" committee.

Secondly. I did not go on the stand for
the reason that Just before the committeewas ready to make Its report Judge Halecame to me and said that while the com-
mittee was willing to hear anything thatI might have to say, yet there was no
question the committee wished to ask me
and. that so far as they were concerned.It was entirely needless for me to appear
on the stand. Three hours before this Ihad gone to him at his desk while theHouse was in session and assured himthat I was ready to go before the com-
mittee at any time and was told that If
I was wanted he would notify me. Theresult was the notification by him In per-
son as above stated, that the committeehad no question they wished to ask me.from which I assumed, as I had a right
t0 tfcat nothing had been found upon
which to base an unfavorable report andthat, therefore, there was no necessityfor my appearing before It.

This Mnt Be "Sarknum."
It Is now known that at the time Judge

Hale gave me this notification that thecommittee did not wish to. hear from me.this spiteful report was not only agreedupon, but was practically ready for thopublic. It was a beautiful committeewith peculiarities all Its own.
The preconceived intention of the house

members of this committee to be unfair
Is so transparently plain In Its report
that I wish to quote one paragraph as an
Instance:

"The laws of 1899 made the Governor
land commissioner and requred him to as-
certain all losses of school lands to thestate, and to select from the best timber
and other lands to make good all losses
and perfect title to them to the state, and
make record thereof for public Inspec-
tion, etc"

The first falsehood stated here Is in the
declaration that the laws of 1899 made the
Governor Land Commissioner. The Gover-
nor of Oregon was made Land Commission-
er as far back as 3862 and has been such
ever since, and I would have been the
Land Commissioner if the law of 1899 had
never been passed. This falsehood la
stated here In order that the Impression
may be created that no Governor prior to
ray term had any power as Land Com-
missioner and, therefore, I, alone, was to
be blamed for the things it had decided
to discover that were blamable. So far as
It related to the Land Commissioner, as
well as to other things, the law of 1S99 was
an exact reproduction of the law of 1895.
All the duties which the law of 1899 re-
quired of me the law of 1895 required of
Governor Lord and the State Land Board,
and It also required that they be dono
"Immediately," which certainly meant dur-
ing his term, and he reported to the Legis-
lature of 1SS9 that they had been done.

The next intentional misstatement is
that the law of 1S99 required the Governor
"to ascertain all losses to the state." This
Is a willful misrepresentation, vicious and
contemptible beyond description. The law
of 1899 merely authorizes the Governor to
appoint the State Land Agent and to su-
pervise his traveling expenses. That law
expressly says that "the Board of State
Land Commissioners shall proceed Imme-
diately to ascertain all losses which the
state has sustained by reason of the occu-
pancy of sections 16 and 36, etc."

"DrlvelinK Idiocy."
The surprise was, and Is, that even such

a committee as it was would lend itself
to the promulgation of such driveling
Idiocy as was required of it by the Salem
syndicate of snarling calumniators. The
very warp and woof, as well as the "fill-
ing," of Its proceedings consisted of petty
spite, lnconcealable ignorance of both
state and National land laws and pitiful
iubservlency to a couple of third-rat- e

shysters who took bodily charge of the
House members of the committee from
the hour of their appointment and who
haunted the committee-roo- m .day and
night with that fiendish eagerness found
only in men of wholly Irresponsible char-
acteristics. Of the 500,000 peoplo in Oregon
these two distinterested patriots were the
only ones who took any Interest whatever
In the Investigation of the Land
Department, openly, and It the actual loss
to the taxpayers of the state in any de-

partment of its government should have
been $1,000,000, their combined share of the
loss would not amount to so much as one
half of 1 cent

The law of 1S93, so glibly quoted In the
committee's report as though Its enact
ment marked a new era In the government
of state lands. Is not only made to require
the Governor to "ascertain all losses."
when. In fact. It plainly says that "the
Board of State- - Land Commissioners shall
proceed Immediately tto ascertain all losses,
etc," but the report also says that the
same law requires the Governor "to per-
fect title to all lands selected and make
record thereof for public inspection, etc

This Is another deUberae m4sQdota.tioB

of the law of 1S99. which plainly says that
the Board of State Land Commissioners
shall do this work, and In the clearest of
English requires that such public record
shall be kept, not In the office of the State
Land Agent but "In the clerk's office of
the State Land .Board."
It Is difficult 'properly to characterize

such willful misrepresentation of the truth
or perhaps irresponsible imbecility and

still remain within the bonds of decent
criticism.

Mr. Lafollet devotes some space to the
testimony of Mr. Slater, In which he Is re-

ported as stating that he made applica-
tion to me for the "selection of base," and
that I told him that "the board had en-

tered an order suspending the selection of
base for, I believe, 90 days," and that he
then went to the clerk of the board and
was told that no such order was ever
made!
Mr. Slater's Land Base Escapes Him.

It Is sufficient to say that If Mr. Slater
ever testified to any such Incoherent non-
sense as this he was either off his own
"bqse," and should have a personal select-
ing agent appointed for his own special
use, or he testified to an untruth. I never
told him that the board had taken any
action in the matter, but that since it had
become necessary for the State Land
Agent to go Into the field to look after
mortgaged farms, the selection of lieu
lands had been suspended until further no-

tice and this notice had then been given
to the public for some time. His applica-
tion to the clerk of the board for Informa-
tion along this line does Indicate, how-
ever, that he had a faint Impression some
way that the "ascertainment of losses"
was In the hands of the board, after all.

About a month after the State Land
Agent had publicly announced that untlf
further notice there would be no more
selection of lieu lands Mr. Slater came
Into my offico and wanied me to violate
this notice while the agent was away and
to grant him a special privlllgo in favor
of some clients who wanted some lieu
land. I told him it could not be done, and
why, since it would be unfair to others
who had asked the same privilege, and
then I tried to find out something about
the transaction he had in vlewf. but he
would give me no Information whatever,
either as to the base he wanted to use or
the land ho wanted selected. He main-
tained an air of lofty mysterlousness that
was really to be admired. He insisted on
having something done by a certain day,
because his clients, he said, could get for-

est reserve scrip up to that date, and It
they were not allowed to use the base they
had In mind, or up their sleeves, they
would use the scrip referred to.

There were three good reasons for de-

nying Mr. Slater's request First, be-

cause no selections were being made at
that time; secondly, because it would "not
deprive hla clients of securing the land
they wanted, so he said, and because of
his clam-llk- e manner concerning the en-

tire proposition. I had no faith then and
have none now In the sincerity of his re-

quest It was an attempted trick, and In
the course of a short time, as I suspected
would be done, his disappointment was
given to the public by means of a com-

munication to The Oregonlan. written by
the syndicate in Salem, but dated at Me-

hama, and signed by the member of the
firm who claims his residence there just
prior to the primaries every two years.

This report was written more than a
year ago for political purposes, represents
the composite wisdom of three or four
men In Salem, and the Legislative com-

mittee has allowed Itself to become a
second-han- d megaphone for the promul-
gation of other men's venomous vindic-tlvene-

George Is Anray and Can't Deny It.
It may be said, however, that the Sen-

ate members of the committee took prac-
tically no part In Its proceedings, and that
Its sittings were conducted almost entire-
ly by the House members who, at once,
became the helpless Punch-and-Jud- y sat-
ellites of the Salem syndicate. Senator
Myers, who was the chairman of the com-
mittee, saw the object of the hangers-o- n

who were placed In charge and abandoned ;

having anything to do with It He told i

me so repeatedly, and said It "was the j

most senseless farce he ever saw," and
that the malice permeating those in con- -
trol was so manifest that "the whole
thing ought to be chucked Into the waste
basket"

Taken a3 a whole, In connection with
the revealed malice of those who Inspired
It and the proof It furnished that the
members of the committee had never read
the land laws of the state and did not
know the difference between a tract of
lieu land and the "base" upon which It
was selected, the report of the Investigat-
ing committee is, as one might have sup-
posed, wholly without value of any kind.

In spite of all the talk during the past
year about lieu lands and a supposed "Heu
land ring." and the expressed hope of
The Oregonlan that In case the creation
of another forest reserve should give the
state some more base for lieu land selec-
tions, "the Governor will find some way
to secure the entire advantage to the
school fund," the fact stands out

that during the past four years not
an acre of land has been sold that did
not yield Its full lawful price to the
school fund. The school fund has had
"the full advantage" of every land sale.
Even more, for the expense of whatever
adjudication has been necessary has been
paid by the purchasers of the land Instead
of being paid by the state.

All the criticism of the land policy of
the state, rests upon the assumption that
the expense of adjudication of mineral
lands should have been paid out of the
State Treasury, Instead of requiring the
purchasers of our cheap lands to pay It,
who themselves, by tho way, have never
complained.

In all the fitful efforts that have been
made during the past two years to find
some flaw In the land policy of the state,
no Instance has been cited where the
school fund has failed to receive every
cent that has been Its due, unless such
a result has come from selling the state
lands too cheaply, and this Is a matter
entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the
Governor, as everybody knows. But poll-tic- s,

is politics.
I desire to add that the House members

of the late "Investigating" committee
were: S. B. Hermann, of Coos, W. C.
Hale, of Josephine, and A. M. LaFolIet,
of Marlon. T. T. GEER.

Pears
"It is always sunrise

somewhere in the world."

Pears' Soap is sold all over

the world.
Established 1789.
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Brings joy to the sick throughout the world,
filling despairing heart with hope, and restor-
ing health to the afflicted. Last year I cured
80 per cent of the 8.75CCO0 coses of Constipa-
tion. Rheumatism. Kidney anffoLtver troubles.
Sick Headache. Catarrh, Nervousness and dis-
eases of the Blood, which were treated with
tfclrt KTsfti. ras&e&v. All Dnuczifcta.
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BEXRS
The Highest Priced

but the Best
Quality.

Order from

Fleckenstein-May- er Co,
i

It is the Cream
that makes the ceffee appetizing. Poor
cream has spoiled many a breakfast.
Tee eeuurna

bears the above cap label. Ask
sour erocer for tha rtzht kind.
which is the most satisfactory
land. Never sours, guaranteed
absolutely purs cowrs mux, most
nutritious ana appetizing, iry
it in your ceffee it beats all
otaers.

HELVETIA MILK
CONDENSING CO.

Highland, Illinois

Sour
No appetite, loss of strength, nervous-

ness, headache, constipation, bad breath,
general debility, sour risings, and catarrh of
the stomach are all due to indigestion. Kodol
curesindigestion. This new discovery repre-
sents the natural juices of digestion as they
exist in a healthy stomach, combined with
the greatest known tonic and reconstructive
properties. Kodol Dyspepsia Cure does not
only cure indigestion and dyspepsia, but thi3
famous remedy cures all stomach troubles
by cleansing, purifying, sweetening and
strengthening the mucous membranes lining
the stomach.

Mr. S. S. Ball, of Ravenswood. W. Va.. says:t ' 1 wis troubled with sour stomach for twenty years.
Kodol cured me and we are now using it to milk
far baby."

Kodol Digests What You Eat.
Bottles only. $1.00 Size hoidtae2H times the trial

size, which sells for 50 cents.
Prepared by E. O. DeWITT & CO.. CHICAGO
Sold by S. G. Skidmore & Co., 151 3rd.

Army
Life Caused Chronic

Headaches.
Stomach Trouble All

His Life.
Dr. Miles' Anti-Pai- n Pills

Cured Him of Both.
As is very frequently found the stomach

trouble and headache in the following case
came from the same cause. Dr. Miles Anti-Pai- n

Pills, like all of Dr. Miles Remedies,
are designed to cure the disease, not the'
symptoms. This readily explains why these
sterling medicines can cure, such a variety of
diseases. There is no remedy, formula or

which in any way equals Dr.Srescription Pills for the speedy cure
and relief of headache and kindred ailments.

"Up to the age of twenty-thre- e my son was
greatly troubled with severe pains in the
stomach. After he had served his term of
enlistment with the army in the Philippines
he came home and was unfit for anything
because of terrible headaches. He found
that Dr. Miles' Anti-Pai- n Pills not only re-

lieved him of the headaches but would pre-
vent an attack if taken in time. He contin-
ued their use for some time and to hi3 sur-
prise and delight he found they had cured
the stomach trouble also. You may imagine
how grateful both he aud myself feel to you
for the good the Anti-Pai- n Pills have done
him. I may add that I have used your med-
icines in our family for many years and keep
a bottle of Nervine in the house all the time.
I think it an ideal household remedy and all
the remedies are just what you recommend
them to be. You have my permission to
publish this." Mrs. M. L. Farrar, Walla
Walla, Wash.

All druggists sell and guarantee Dr. Miles
Anti-Pai- n Pills. . They are con-

tain no opiates, never sold in bulk. 25 doses,
25 cents. Dr. Miles Medical Co., Elkhart, Ind.

SFUtT. BRITTLE, DULL HAIR.

All Come From Dandruff, Whiel Is
Caused ly a Germ.

Split hair, harsh hair, lusterles? hair,
brittle hair, falling hair all owe their
origin to dandruff, which Is caused by- - a
measly little microbe that burrows Into
the scalp, throwing up the cuticle into
dandruff scales and sapping the vitality of
the hair at the root, causing1 the several
diseased conditions of the hair till It finally
falls out. Modern science has discovered
a remedy to destroy the dandruff microbe,
which Is combined in Newbro's Herpiclde
and may be had of any druggist. Allays
Itching Instantly and makes hair soft as
silk. Take no substitute; nothing "just as
good." For sale by all druggists. Send
10 cents In stamps for .sampfe to The Her-picl- de

Co- - Detroit Mich.


