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PORTLAND, TUESDAY, MARCH 17.

PESTERS THAT NEED OPFENING.

At length we begin to grt some Hght
upon the mystery of the Burdick case.
Pretty much all that has been semt out
herstofore has been skilifully devieed
for the purpose of concealing knowl-
edge. Peopie are arrested, but it Is al-
ways solemnly given out that the ar-
rests are mere trifles of ceremony and
that the persons detained have not the
remotest comnection with the case. The
official proceedings seem to be ke J. P.
Morgen's vislts to Washington and Sec-
yetary Shaw's trips 1o the lower end of
Manhsttan Island—"purely social™ Col-
umne are given ds to inculeate o suspl-
clon, and then more columns to eradi-
cate . We bhave voluminous evidenoe
that Mra Hall did look over the balus-
trade ond voluminous evidence i Te-
butinl that ehe did not; dut as to who
killed Burdick and what he was killed
for we are dished out a hodge-podge
of hypotheses each of which 18 demod-
strably more untenable than ali the
Teal,

This is what i very likely to oocur
in affalre of this sort; for the supreme
efforts of many vitally Interested per-
wons are (lrected toward divergent ends
iz which the consummation of justice
forms no part. Familles of more or less
respeciablilty are dragged into the mat-
ter, and their chief concern 18 to clear
thelr own skirts of publicity and com-
plicity. Beside the murdered man him-
welf, whose exit from life’s stage inflicls
fittle loss, apparently, on soclety, Mr.
and Mrs, Peanell's premeditated or ac-
cldenta! death ls directly or indirectly
due to the seandal. The whole affalr
ts evidently one of those chance revela-
tions, made by murder, of a festering
mase of moral and soclal rottenness,
like the Molineux trisls in New York
or the Philadelphia broker with two
families each ignorant of the other's
existence untll & oegro servant killed s
wifte or child in one of his fine housea
Burdiok himself, Il ADPOAra, WaS a4 man
of extensive and varied irregularities
and his divorce ecomplaint agwsinst his
wife rmupled A matter of some
Twonty-two specific adultercus meet-
ngs.

It is the logicsl end of such reckiess
sexunl enterprises that they issue in far-

horrors of dealh snd disgrace
10 those but remotely concerned: wnd
the uttermost truth about them should
be nakedly detalled and spread to the
winds Nothing but the fear of pub-
lcity Wwill deter the principais; pothing
but the fear of publiclty will arcuse
relatives and friends to perform, while
yet there I» time, the duties of admon!-
tion, reproof and family and eocial dis-
ciplice. The molher of Mra Burdick is
to be pitied for her most dimressing sit-
uation; but ehe is also to be hlamed for
‘her long scquicscence In her daughter's
waywardness and pretty certainly also
for many a sin of omission In parental
Giscipline. Many an evil strikes its roots
1a the love of money; and soclety must
pay the peanlties of these horrors and
scandals unti] it learns to turn its back
on depravity in real lace and tuxedos
ae well a8 in Whitechapels and Tender-
ol

INTERURBAN RAILREOADS.

Interurban electric rallroads ke
stemin railroads, benefit “both ends of
the loe” but sspecially the big end
BEvery much snterprise at the East fur.
nishes Incontrovertible evidence of thie
fact. These electric loes add meadily
to the business of the commercial cen-
ter and bind It more closely 10 Its con-
tributing territocy. It is mrange, there-
fore, that coldness should mark the attl-
tude of Portland toward the proposed
Hillsbore road. Opposition from owners
of residencs property (o a8 car line In
front of their doors Is nol unnatursl
though the real estate market falle io
disclose depreciantion of values on Gillsan
wireet as compared with the next paral-
I8l street o the north or the south. Lote
on East Yamhill are not held higher
than on East Morrison, nor is property
on Nortk Twenty-third sireet jese valo-
able than on North Twenty-second.

At any mumber of cities i Ohio and
Indians, as well ae in New England,
interurban electric linee secure entrabcs
into cities under ITACKAD® &TTANECMANIS
with existing msrest.oar companies
Take Indlanapolls, for exampie. Five
Interburban roada entering from as
many different directions, run thelr cars
fmio the hemrt of the Hoosler capltal
over the tracks of the sireel-car com-
pany. They do not interfere with its
traffic because they caiTy no city pas-
SMREETE, L o, none excepl those destined
to the coumtry or conring from the coun-
try. They have no “pick-ups™ and they
do not hamper the operation of clily
sira, Very large is the agETegnte of

{

to the long-distance telephone

Based on the history of Eastern inter-
urban roads, It may safely be aserted
that the Hilisboro line, #f built, will
soon be extended to McMiamville and
thence to Corvallis, through a esction
whose every mile is rich in agricultural

mapagement, fallure to earn dividends
s pext to Impossible Advantuges to
the farmers snd to Portlsnd are appar-
ent

ST. PATRICK'S DAY.

Today our Irish fellow-citizens will
celebrate the birthday of St Patrick
with appropriste speech and =ong. It
was Tyrone Power, a brilllant Irish
comedisn, who, on his last vistt to
America, nearly seventy years ago, umd
to dellght his audiences in New York
City by slnging:

§e. Patrichk was & gintleman,
And came of daciot pagde.

Hismorically the song told the truth,
for $i Patrick was well born, His
grandfather was & priest and his father
& magietrate under the Roman rule of
northernmost Britain. 8t Patrick was
taken prieoner at 15 in a forxy made
by the Plots and Scots into Roman ter-
ritory. Ho was sold as a slave ino Ire-
jJand, but escaped to his country and
kindred when he was 2I and at onoe
began to educate and prepare hlmself
for the work of a Christian missionary
to Ireland, with whose foriorn condition
of pagan barbariem he had become fa-
miliar during his captivity.

The season passed by the great Span-g
ish humorist Cervantes in slavery seems
to have helped rather than hindered
the development of hin genlus and Nis
singuiarly humane espirit. So it was
with St. Patrick. He was endowed by
nature with the spirit of a Christian
mystic and plous enthusiast He was
familiar at an early age with spiritual
visions and volces that were as resl to
him as they were to Joan of Arc. He
inherited this devout nature from his
priestly grandfather, just as Emerson's
exceptional spiritual aature was due to
the fact that he was descended from &
line of Puritan ministers. Such person-
sges as St Patrick are frequent in the
history of the Catholle Church, whose
giory has been enhanced by St Teresa,
Catherine of Blena, St Francis Xavier,
St. Francie 4'Assdst-—men of the breed
of enthumiasts who from youth up close-
ly imitated the great example of their
holy master in the matter of tolal self-
sboegution and self-sacrifice. It was
this spirit that animated the famous
prelates in early Engilsh history and
nerved them to signd between the peo.
ple and the brutelity of cruel despots,
and made the Catholic Church the only
shield and Intercessor for the poor and
the unfortunate. Anselm defled Wili-
jam Rufus when oo other man dared
face him, ne feariesaly as Stephen Lang-
ton &4 King Jobn sand Becket Henry
Il And this sbeolute eelf-devotion to
the caume of thelr persecuted flocks
made the church immensely powerful
for good in days when therse were 0o
Parllaments to hold the caprice of Kings
in check.

This heroic spirit of the early Chris-
tian Church filled the heart and mind of
Bt. Patrick so completely from bis earii-
est years that he may be sald to have
been endowed with the genlus of the
missdonary from birth, and it was the
revival of this spirit by Loyola that
saved the Catholic Church &t a time
when the shock of the grest schism of
the Reformation threatened to subvert
it The Jesuits sought to canvert China
and Japan suffered martyrdom among
the American Indigns jn revival of the
smme lofty spirit that prompted St Pat-
riek to redesm Ireland from pagan bar-
barism. The highest Irish Catholic au-
thoritles. Uke President Sullivan, of
Quesn's College, Cork, confess that it is
difficult to determine how much of the
story of 8. Patrick is fact and how
much fable: but there is no doubt that
he was an authentic character, a great
snd good man, who made Ireland =o
Christiana country that- Christianity sur-
vived there In better shape than it did
in Britaln after the Influcnoe of Roman
Christianity had departed with its arme
from England and the pagan Sexon had
exterminagd the Britdha Bt Patrick
modestly describes himsell s "un-
earned,” but he was educated In all the
monastic learning of bis day and spent
several years in such preparation before
he went to his work In Ireland In 421
A D, when he was 30 years of age

Of the celebration of SL Patrick’s day
it }s but just to say that it has long agoe
ceased In America to be what It once
was, & day surrendered chiefly to the
nolsy conviviality of a mére National
holiday. It ls become s dgy of serfous
celebration In which the religious ob-
servance and historical discourse are
chiefly prominent. This was not the
fact as late as thirty years ago, when
in our great citles “drowning the sham-
rock” was a leading feature of the St
Patrick’s banguet. In New York Cliy
the parade was suflered to block the
principal thoroughfares, Interrupt busi-
ness and delay transporistion. Mayor

Hail, of New TYork, la those days |

dreswed himeeil In green velvet and re-
viewed the great parade, which waa of
course, as noley and rictous as possible.
But the increase of humane manners
has changed all this so compiletely that
in the City of Washington at a 5t Pat-
rick's banquet, if any body Vdrowns the
shamrock™ today it will be an Amertcan
javited guest, for the Irish Catholics of
that city are conspicuous for total absti.
pence and for refusiog to engage in the
pelling of ligquor.

The same change of manners and bab-
its is peen in the manufecturing towns
of New England. S5t Patrick's day e
univermally celsbrated with a total ab.
sence of the old-time alcoholie igdulg-
ence. This notable fact is a significant
iNustration of the growicg refinement of
the American pecpie Excessive hilarity
obtalned through alechol on public oe-
casions* is lcoked upon with disfavor
and is rapidly dying of popuiar dis-
usege. The Catholic clergy bave done
muck to discourage the old-time con-
vivial celebmation of Bt Patrick's day
by urging the leading communicants to
surrender L to religious obmervance and
historical celsbration of the past and
present worth of the Irish peopie. There
s somehing very noble and refioed in
keeplng green the memory of the great
Irieh misdonary, o memory that s sill
fragrant of moral and spiritual worth
through the lapee of nearly fifteen oen-
turtem.  WHh such a commemeoration
Chrintians of all sects and no sect can
heartily sympathize, for It im a tribute
to the seifeacrificeé and the philan-
thropy practicsd anfl enforced at the

peril of bin lfe by St Patrick Al

Protestantscan honor the memory of the
man, even as Protestants and Catholics
equally honor Jesua, the great Master,
whose heroic servant this great misson-
ary was all his days, from youth to the
grave Truly, as Tyrone Power sang,
“8t. Patrick wae & gentleman™ in the
highest and noblest sense of thal much-
abused word, for a frues genileman
writes the “golden ruls” snd the whole
humane code of Christ oo his battieflag
and strives to follow It all his daye to
the death.

THE GAMBLING MANIA.

The gambiing mania is sald 10 be &t
s more acute gtags In the various cliles
of the ecountry than usual 1t has al-
ways possessed & number of people in
every commuzity, but It occasionally
develops new phases which bring the
vice that it represents for the time being
more plainly before the public. Now It
appears in an epidemic of bank embez-
alement, brought on by wventures with
the trust funds of depositors, and agsain
o a lottery epldemic, the mosti com-
mon form of which finds expression In
the church fair and in the “rafe” for
4 charitable purpose. Though shifting
{ts form upon occasion, it may well be
sald that gambling we have always
with ua When the manis is confined to
the “fase got,”™ it is scarcely worth while
to vex the public spirit with & rehearsal
of its mcts and antics; but when it ex-
tends to the employes of business houses
the situation becomes alarming. Saye
the Chicago Tribune;

Rons of wealthy parents, fast yoong fellows,
glddy giris and recklesa women may gamble
st the gaming table, =t the Tacetrack or in
the posiroom or bucket shep, bul, as & rule
they only injure themseives. They usually
gamble from Jove of exsiiement But when
the employes of tuwiness houses, clerks, beok-
keepers, tanagers or agenis, baving confi-
dential relations with the hocse in potoe Cases,
gamble becsuse of their desive 1o get rich
quick, they are in & position io Barm ar even
ruln olhers,

The story of gambiing of this type la
the mme—yesterday, today and forever,
Starting out without dishonest Intent
beyend the desire to make & large sum
out of & #mall one, Its victim s speed-
liy lured bexond his depth and defales-
tion, debt and dishoner foilow by quick
or slow mages, but with absolute cer-
talnty. There Is always the intention to
“get even” and return the amount bor-
rowed without the owner's knowledge
or coneent, but In very many cases this
Intention, born of desperation, is mever
realized and the victlm of the gambling
mania in due time reaches the last
stage, which ls ruin

The matter a9 touching employes has
become 80 serious that business men
and guaranty companles have been
aroussed to the necessity of placikng a
double guard upon the risks that they
take In reputations. The secretary of
one of the largest gusranty companies
in the Bam s guoted by the journal
above pamed os saying: “The risks
these companies Tun are great, and the
number of lomses grows more fréquent.
We have been unable to form & satis-
factory estimate of the actual cumber of
shortages due to gambling, but they are
undoubiedly numerona™

It is admitied that the matter s a
difficult one to deal with, since there are
many ways to gamble without resort to
a gambling-house, a racelrack or &
poolroom, but It is suggested that em-
ployers could do something toward pro-
tecting themseives by giving notice that
any employe known o engage In gam-
bling of any description would be sum-
marily diecharged. Transportation com-
panies have protected themselves to &
considerable extent in recent years from
disasters caused by drunken empiloyes
through a rule which makes drinking
while on duty or within a specified time
before golng on duty causs for dis-
missal, which will be at once acted
upon. ‘This rule hams it Is sald, done
more to promote temperance In ten
years than all the persuasive effort look-
ing to thet end has been able to accom-
plish o half a century. Men heslinte
when called upon to make choice be-
tween loas of positions and drinking,
but the more upright and responsible
smong them usually decide to jet liquor
alone and attend to businesa Of course
this does not apply to men who are the
slaves of & habit of haif a lifetime, but
the system merely rulés these out and
deals with those who are still able to
exercise the virtve of self-control In
this way the irresponsibie are weeded
oput of the ranks There ls, to be sure,
s great deal to do yet before mullroad
tralns, steamer lines and the Govern-
ment transport service are free from
the menace of lrresponsibillty through

drunkent or tippling employes, bul
all matements agree that & great
step Iin the right direction has

been taken, This phould eacour-
age employers to apply the mame
ruls to men who gambie, not as a mat-
ter of philanthropy, but of ssif-protec-
tion, The gambling mania s mid to be
on the increase, It lo well known that
it 18 not one of those hallucinations that
yields (o gentle, persuasive treatment.
The childrem’s cry, the mmother's prayer,
The w i wile's ind
Fall unheeded upon the esrs of the man
who Is possessed by it Perhaps more
practical means may arrest its course.
Failing in this, such means may &t least
be of the preveative arder.

INCOMPARABLE COMPARISONS.

In an article on the “"World's Greal
Porta” the Seattle FPost-Intelllgencer &
few daye ago pringed some very remnark-
able matements regarding the commerce
of this port. After printing the siate-
ment that a Treasury bulletin shows a
total of 1221890 tons of shipping enter-
ing Puget Sound during the flecal year
ending June 33, 1303, the Post-Inteili-
gencer continues:

Portland, Or., has made some o
be considersd & seaport, and bas frequently
challenged comparison with the cities of Puget
Sound, ms to the volume of commerce Lrans-
acted through the severnl poria. The figures af
tennage which entered at the custom-bouse of
Fuget Sound for the last fiacal year ayw given
above. The entries at the port of Willametts
for the same perind were S8.04] tons

From the above the reader unfamiliar
with the facts in the case will gain the
impression that the entire foreign com-
merce of Portland for the perfod men-
tioned was 66541 tona  Here are the
facts: During the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1901, there entered at Port-
land from forelgn ports 176 vessels of
a total cel register of 328,005 tons. Some
of these vessels entered direct from for-
eign ports at Astoria, and procesded un-
der a conmwise permit w0 Portland, just
as large cumbers of vessels on Puget
Sound enter at Port Townsend and pro-
ceed constwise to Eeattle, Tacoma, Ev-
erett and a dozen other porta Every
one of these vesseln, however, came 10
Portlend from a forelgn port, and dis-
cherged and joaded in this city.

Now as to the phenomenally large fig-
ures on the tonnage entsring on Puget
Sound. There are four good-gized steam-
ers making dally rocund trips between
the Puget Sound coities and Vancouver
Victoria, B, C. The tonnage of this

aod
fleet multiplied about 500 times per jear

(théy mise one day per week) in o great
jocation of Fortiand, San

or they

cised In explaining detalls, for, In the
language of Dogberry, “comparisons
are odorogs”

Reducing the error of the Pos-Intel-
ligencer to ratiom, it s apperent that,
eliminating the tonmage of the steamers
Rosalia, Majestic® North Pacific and
Malnlander and a few other “Straits fer-
rles” would cut the totals down about
70 per cent. Giving the tonmage which
actually oame to Portland from foreign
ports in the time mentioned, the P.-L
will advance its figurss about 50 per
cent,

Visitors to the Oregon Historical Socl-
ety's rooms, who know anything of the
eariy history of Oregon, will approach
with reverence the journal of Rev, J&-
son Lee, recently added to the society’s
collection in the City Hall. What those
early years—the years of which this
journal, kept intermitiently from 183 to
1838, treats—meant to civilization as ex-
pressed In the slow growth and tardy
seltiement of the beautiful wilderness
knodwn as the Oregon Country Is but
faintly expressed in the meager records
of the {ime. Lonely beyond conception,
brooded over by lsclation, yet strong in
& sublime sense of duty, were the lives
of those who went up and dowa the
Willamette Valley and out imto the
Umpqua in those far-away years, The
incidents of their lives were seemingly
of the barest commonplace, yet to those
who mre ssparated from them by neariy
three-quarters of & century they have
all the characteristics of a romance. To
Oregonlan® grown old or who are grow-
ing old there Is & pathos in the recital
of the happenings of those early days,
while to younger persons they appeal
with all the zest of adventure. Ths
Histotical Soclety !s wise In adding to
its resources for lnformation all of the
authentic data of the beglonings of the
sate which can be secured.

Mr. Dresser, recommended for the
Oregdn Clty Land Office, Is none other
than the men who came to Hon. H. 'W.
Corbett two years ago, then unknowa to
Mr. Corbett, voluatarily tendered his
support to Mr. Corbett for the United
Etates Senatorship, and eolicited Mr.
Corbett’s assietance to be placed on the
Republican ticket for Joint Representa-
tive of Multnomah and Cleckamas
Counties o the Legisiature. Mr. Cor-
bett did what he could for him as re-
quested, and then Dresser, being elect-
ed, went up to Salem and voted against
Mr, Corbett from first to last. His ap-
polatment to the Oregon City place may
come as the reward for that unique
procesding; but It will nol go much
farther than that in the way of recom-
mending Mr. Dresser to men of their
word, or promising fidelity in his offi-
cial duties.

E——1

The pope is about 23, and his great
age might be quoted as dus to his
sintly 1ife and serene devotion to other
than worldly pursuits, but here ia ex-
Congressman BMartin 1. Townsend, of
Troy, N. Y, an active politiclan and
able lawyer all his days, dead &t 83 of
poeumonia. There have been many
long-lived einners and & geod maay
short-lived saints.  Anron Burr lived to
be over 50, while Bishop Phiilips Brooks,
a glant in physique, a cellbate ard a
saint, If there ever was one, died when
but a jittle past §7 years of age. Ex-
Governor Holbrook, of Vermoat, “war
Govemor,” celebrated his $0th birthday
recently after an active life of worldly
pursuiis

———————

Practical and public-spirited is the
movement among [armers of Esstern
Multnomah for a berry exhibit at the
Lewls snd Clark Fair. Hood River,
Walla Walla, several counties in the
Willamette Valley, Clark County, across
the Columbia, and Rogue River Valley
will paturally join. Money prizes cught
to be put out by the Fuir managemeat
to compensate growers for thelr labor.
With this incentive the “Oregon Coun-
try”’ can make such & show that eome
twentieth century Issak Walton may
truthfuliy write down that the creator
of strawberries chose the Paclfic North-
west as his specially favored district
for the finest berry o the worid.

Miss Emma Kellogg, of Colorado,
wants to be & game warden in that
state Her petition for appolntment ls
packed by the statement that she la
gikilled In woodcraft, has successfully
hunted mountsic llon, deer and eik, and
—crowning achisvement—that she once
Jassced a young bear and took it home
alive. She should be called upon o
prove that she did not hunt deer and
elk out of season, and -that she did not
gell her luckless captive to a faker to
aid in advertising a patent medicine, or
to & salocnkeeper tc be tralned as an
attraction for his salcon through the
cruel devices by which such tralning s
gccomplished.

General James W, McMilien, a Unlon
goldter of Kentucky birth, who died re-
cently at Washington, aged 77, com-
manded a brigade of the Ninet=enth
Army Corps at Cedar Creek so ably
that General Sheridan gave him the
eredit of being the firm to break Early's
lice in the final assault. He was also &
veteran of the Mexican War, and was a
grandson of Colonel James MeoMillen
who served on Washington's stafl in the

Revalutionary War.
e —

For their campaign agalnst germs of
dissase:, the new State Board of Health
seem to have outlined a common-sense

PROSPERITY 5OT A “DEBAUCH.”
New York Times.

mystery in the large reductions
the depowits of the Clesring-House banks
in the last quarter of 1902 He Infers that
in some way this represents not liquida-
tion of excessive commitments, but trans-

i
g:
3’3%3?5%&3 %

Ing-kouse banks,

Neverthelesa It ip perfectly true that
have called upon FBuropean capitallsts and
are still successfully calling upon them
to aid us {n the task for which our Lon-
don friend assumes thal our masticatory
apparatus is . It Is not at all
a bad sign that we are borrowing money
in Europe. It means that we have a
use for it—a use which we balleve 1o be
profitable. Naturally our forelgn creditor
also belleves It to be profitable, or he
would Indicate his reluctance to lend by
charging a higher interest mate than nmow
prevalln. We use forelgn capital because,
greatl as is our wealth, the extraordinary
volume of business now belng done here
transcends the limits of our own financial
resources.

In comparing our departure from the
path of financlal soberness to the wild
habits of exuberant youth, our foreign
eritle, we think, has stumbled Into the
pitfall of a faise analogy. But here are
his warning words:

Mo country can abow
business rulss with impunity,
punity apparsntly eajoyed
Btates for the <dlsregard of the laws of eco-
norhdcs, which s & consequence of that coun-
try’s comparative youtk, mersly amounts (o
deiay In the day of recinning for sach oeca-
sion of econamle debawch,

The idea which possessea the mind of
this writer Is plainly that of excessive
speculation. He evidently Imagines that
wo are In the midst of one of those pe-
riods of frenzied financial gambling which
oftentimes follow upon the excessive In-
fBation of a Nation's currency. The fact
that our currency s not at the moment
infiated, that ft is indeed InsufMicient for
our present needs, and that we should
very gladly and might with entire pru.
dence Increase It by $100,000,000 1f our cur-
rency laws permitted should have put
the London Times writer on his guard
against the alluring simile of the dlssipa-
tlons of youth.

The “economic debauth” Into which
we have plunged {s mainly an attempt to
make tha facilitles for our business more
nearly ndequate to its volume., It in per-
fectly true that thera !s a wvery great
vol of new bonds in the market which
have not yet from tha hands of
the underwriters into the hands of in-
vestors. In a great part they are the
bonde of raflroads requiring money to en-
large their terminals, lay more tracks and
add to thair rolling stock equipment, This
ls precisely such an investment as a
manufacturer makes when he discovers
that his plant muat be enl 4 to bl

i)
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to thelr standing o the class lIst

Professor Dexter's method of investl
gation was & very simpls ome. He took
wmmtmm-crmpm.mem
Beta Kappa catalogue of 138 As proof
of prominence be accepted the presence
of & name in “Who's Who In America,™
a satiafactory If by mo means perfect erl.
ferion. By taking Amst the Phl Beta
Kappa men, and next the total number
of graduates of o coliage that have been
promoted to “Who's Who,” It wes easy
to obtaln percentigea of prominence for
a pertod of, roughly, about 3 years. The
results were verd striking. Of the total
rumber of college graduates under con-
sideration (some 13,0080), 2.2 per cent were
mentioned in “Who's Who'. But of
those who graduated in the first tenth
of thelr class, 5.4 por cemi; In the sec-
ond tenth, 4§: in the thisd tenth, 15;
while heneath the third tenth 1he per
centage sinks well below the average.
In other words:

The Ph! Beta Kappsa man's chances of wuc-
cess are nearly ihres times those of his class-
mates as & whols; the uwpper stratum of cel-
tege Iife 14 the upper stratum siili whem pet
ta the test, and, to Borrow further from (he
somencinture of the geologihet, the caiaciyem
of grafuation does Dot produce & FEbversion of
sirata.

Some of the statistics for Individual
colleges are of interest. Harvard shows
125 per cent of prominence among her
Phi Beta Kappa men, as agains 2.7 par
eent among her lving gradustes. No
other Institution makes so favorable a
showing for her honor men, though Bow-
doin with 10 1o L3 and Willlams with 7.6
to 2% still emphasize the distinetion.
while Golumbia, with the percentages 6.1
tor hér Fhl Bata Kappa men and oaly
08 for her graduates, generally, is an an-
omalous case. Only & group of small
colleges comes to the rescue of the old
theory that prominence, Uke truih in
her well must be sought at the bottom of
the class iist. Hamilton, Hobart, Ken-
yon, Marfetta and Middlebury ail bave
A greater percentage of prominance
among thetr Hving graduates than am-
ong their Phi Beta Kappa men. But
since sll these colleges, except ano, have
excaptionnlly high percentages of prom-
tnence, the statistics are quits as much
an argument in favor of the small col-
lege as aigalnst membership in that staid
brotherhood.

It iz not difficult, finally, to see how
the superstition that the dullards or
ne'er-do-weels of a class come out best
in the long run—a theory often support-
ed by the venerated mames of Grant and
Beeches—got its currency. Old graduates
are notliceably reticent as to thelr ica-
demic triumphs; they wsoon forget to
wear thelr Phl Beta Kappa keys or other
insignia of scholastlc well-doing. Time
alone works a curious change with the
poberest of them, Young Thomas whoe Is
leading the junior class In college today
assiduously apologises for the fact, and
plques himeelf upon a reputation as &
sport. But youmg Thomas ls nothing to
Thomas asenlor, who delivered the vale-
dictory oration In 1868 Lat Thomas sen-
for In his capacity of old and prominent
graduate revisit his Alma Mater of a
commencement season, and assoclate
again with undergraduates and their fear-
fully admiring parents. Wiil his talk be
of his medal in natural philosophy, of

him to keep up with his orders. Our
commodities on their way to the sea-
board for export bave been beéeyond all
precedent delayed in transportation
through the mabllity of the raliroads to
furniah ecars and locomotives or through
such freight blockades as that which
nearly paralyzed the traffic of the Penn-
gylvania Rallroad at Pilttsbhurg. The
Pennxylvania road itaelf is preparing to
spend more than 100,000,000 in sdding to
Its facilities.

This use of capital by the raflroads in
bettering and enlarging thelr facilities Is
justified by every law of business. It is
no more & debauch than the eating of &
beefsteak i» & debauch when the consumer
of It & a hungry workingman employing
his muscles in productive labor. The rall-
roads nre not merely repalring waste;
they are bringing up to the capacity
which business now calle for systems
that have not been materially enlarged
tor a dusen years or more. To say that
thelr expenditures are not warranted s
to say that this country ls golng alto-
gether to the dogs. Even our conserva-
tive English friends do not expect to se¢
our productiveness serously curtalled, our
prosperity aitogether destroyed The
sroas eamnings of our rallroads for the
talendar year 1908 reached the immense
total of FLENGSH. 91, an Increase of -
00,00 over the precading year. Notwlith-
standing the genersl !ncrense of wages,
notwithatanding the falling off due to the
anthracite coal strike and to the crop
shortage of the preceding year, the net
milroad earnings of the country for 1M2
were M20.5947. This shows an appar-
ent decrease of 000,000 In net earnings
aa compared with the preceding year, but
it 1s the judgment of the Financial Chron-
fcle, which has collated these statistics,
that on completa returna this apparent
decreass would be converted into m small
galn of probably §2.000,000.

It is from such figures that we come
to understand upon how s0lld a basis the
present great prosperity of the country
resta. Rallroad earnings are not specu-
lative. They reflect with great accuracy
the business conditions of the country.
At present these conditions are of high
prosperity. That they are soon to become
conditions of loss dismster and panle
there is mo visible reason to belleve. The
sgymptom upon which our Lomdon friend
basls his diagnoels Is one due not to eco-
nomic dehauchery, not to speculative kite-
fiying, but to the perfectly well-understood
defects of our currency laws. Congress
would not give ua even the little rellef
which the Aldrich bil! might have afforded.
There was at no time during the recent

1 A T ble prospect that It
would pass such a4 messure as was de-
manded in the resolution prepared by the
committee of the American Bankers' As-
soclation, “a lnw Imparting a greater de-
grea of elasticlty to our curtency ays-
tern, making It responsive to the demands
of the business Interests of the country.”*
If the banks were permitted to issue on
sound security notss to meet such business
demanda as those which now exlat, notes
which would be readlly withdrawn when
they were no longer needad, we should not
sea the surplus reserve on the point of
extinetion in the month of March. We
should hear less of undistributed bond ls-
suss and London critics of Ameriean in-
dustry and finance would spsak In a cor-
respondingly more hopeful tone,

——— -
Training the Men Behind the Guns,
Balitmore Sun.

If Unele Bam is to have an efficient Navy
as well as a large one, the men behind the
guns ought to be thoroughly trained in
the use of thelr weapons. The North At-
lantic battieship squadron. it ls stated In
Washington dispatches, will be kept at
target practice for three months in the
Gulfl of Mexico prior to Its departure on
itz European cruise. Tha ships of the
Pacific squadron have been Instructed to
begin 4 systematic course of practice.
The comntinders of other warships have
been ordered. to give gunners every op-
portunity to improve their markamanship.
It may be taken for granted that the
American people will Jose no sleep because

of the fear that our naval artillerists are
detertorating.

his ous prizes in all the

and arts of the %=7 Alas, be wiil appro-
priate to bhimseif ail the irregularities
he ever saw or heard of as an under
graduate: will tell how he wigged the
professors, elevated & cow to the Hbrary
roof, or introduced & goat into the chapel
And thoss who hear and belleve him
will say. “There's & smad dog: nome of
your greasy grinds, and see how well
be has turned out.” Hence, in part, an
amiable superstition which Professor
Dexter's trenchant article will pot avall
wholly to destroy.

-

A Queer Congressional Blunder,
Phiindeiphia Bulletin

What seems to be an Instance of gross
carelesaness In connection with important
legislation @ revealed by the discovery
that the new immigration law has been
tramed oo that it applies to all tervitory
sublect to the jurlsdiction of the United
Btatos, as well as to the country iteelf.

The executive officials of the Govern-
ment, including Secretary Shaw, whose ad-
vies wns asied In regard to the new act
Are sald to have been Ignomant of the
clnuse bringing the Phillppines, Hawall
and Porto Rico within the scope of lie
operations. As conditions within each of
thess Insular possesslons differ widaly
from thoee prevalling in the United States,
it |s evident that ite strict enforcement Is
likely to be difficult snd that It may work
much hardship

There sesma to be no reason for sup-
posing that Comgress knew what it was
doing when It mads the provisions of the
lJaw p0 sweeping. The country has often
been aasured that ths committeres having
measures of moment in thelr charge scru-
tiniged them with such painstaking care
that cxhaustive debale upon them was
unnecessary. In this Instance, at least, this
theory !a apparently disproved,

The blunder may be rectified st the naxt
sesslon of Congress, but that does not
alter the fact that It may causs a good
deal of Inconvenlence and possibly in-
justice In the meantime.

e et

8t. Lomis and Portland Expositions.
The New West Trade (Spokane).

Thse B8t Louis Falr, commemorating
the Louisians purchase, will undoubtad-
Iy be the greatest and most successful
world's fair ever held Moreover, the
St Louls Fair will cail especial attention
to all that great expanse of our country
Iying this side of the Mississippi River.
. » » Thé Portland Centennial, whils
much less pretentious, ig nevertheless of
very great importance to this state. The
Portland Exposition ls sure to bs the
biggest affilr of the kind ever hald west
of the RHockles. As many of the peopla
who will visit the Portland Falr will
traverse this state, either golng or com-
ing, or perhaps both, Washington, i
ereditably represented, should galn as
much, #f not more, from the expoaition
than Oregon hersalf.

The mnction of certaln Seattle newspa-
pers In eftacking a worthy Portland en-
terprise, solely because of petty jealous-
tes. s not entlrely unwarranted but nar-
row and contemptible. The people of
this state should, and will, go ino and haip
tor all they are worth to make the Port-
and Falr a success.

————

Why Sallors Are Searce,
Philadeiphia Record,

In existing conditions It is much easler
to sof aflioat encrmous sea monsters than
it is to obtaln the necessary quotas of
“disciplined seamen for the naval service
When [ntelligent and spirited American
youtha see thst thers is no proapect of
promotion In the Navy sava for a select
few thay prefer the merchant marine, In
whick there i3 no bar to their advance-
ment.

——————
Queen Lil's Generous Dole.
Washington Fost,

Benats bas arranged that Mra Dom-
is to have her $0000 personally and
it fa not to fliter through the hands
an agent ‘This will be sure to disa

t some of those who have beon W .
o sealously for the poor, wronged

¢
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street mailway
car seatd or supply a section of adhesive
pinster with each transfer ticket

8t. lLouls expects to have & 55000000
midway, but it is to ba “striotly moral”
—5St. Louls might as well save its money,
if that's the game it proposes to work om
this confiding Republic. '

Everybody kpows the salior bosrding-
house ruaners would not be so cruel as
to leave an Innocent, confiding fellow-
creature aboard a foreign-bound ship
sbout to sail, and especially after pocket.
ing the advance money purchased by
their fellow's Innocence, Sallor board
ing-house runners are our only purely
tenevolent Institutions,

The Postmaster at Kooka, Island of
Maue, Hawail, has resigned. and the
Fourth Assistant Postmaster-Generai so
far has been unable to find any one who
will take the place. The salary Is B a
year. The retiring oficisy, David Kapheo-
koakimohkeweonah, s a lnenl descend-
ant of the great King Kalltapokamikolki-
weatoha, who, according to tradition was
*very fond of missionaries,” and partook
of a very good many.

There's many & color out today.

Yes, many a ona [ ween,

Bat the color that pradominates
Is goot oid shamrock green.

Thera's & bt of gresn on the sireei-car man,
And ot the schoolboy’'s breast,

AnG even the man who carries mail
Is decked out with the resv

That beautiful badge of lrelsnd
Can everywhers be seem.

And It's mighty glad I am to be
A-wearing of the gresn

A short time ago Banator Foraker, of
Ohlo, was asked by a gentleman interest-
ol in a Methodist convention to go on to
that state from Washington and help or-
ganise the conventlon ln the Interests of
& certain candidate for bishop. **Oh, no.”
replied Benator Foraker, "1 guess Il
keep out of that. When it comes to Re-
publican politics and Methodist politics
the Methodist politiclans leave the Re-
publican politiclans 2 mile from the atart-
ng polnt"

It has recently coms to light that the
framework of the mew elevator in the
White House is made from wood taken
from the historic Old South Church st
Boston. A few years ago the trustees of
the church decided to replace the roof,
which had covered the church for 1M
years, with one that was entirely sale.
Steel trusses wers substituted for the okl
English onk beams, which had become as
bhard ss tron during thelr years of serv-
jce. ‘These beams have been carefully
stored in Worcester, and enough were
secured for the White House elevator.

In the directory of the Fifty-elghth
Congress, just out, Senator J. Frank Al-
jes, of Delaware, describes himself as
“president of the Bay State Gas Com-
pany.” thus announcing his ldentification
with Addlcks Mr. Heyburn the new
ldaho Benator, is described as “‘mot ad-
tected by the silver craze of 886" Rep-
resentative Ames, of Massachusetts, is
probably the omly member of Congress
who gives the name of his grandfather
(Benjamin F. Butler), and also that of
his father (Adslbert F. Ames). The new
Senator from Utah, in a six-line skatch,
takes pains to say that he was “married
September 17, 1584, to Alpha M. Eldridge.”
He thus makes the attack of the Utah
remonstrants an endeavor to “correst the

A tall and athletie looking man, sun-
tanned and wearing a sombrero, sidled
up to the Benate doarkeeper recently and
sald:

*] want to ses Sengtor QuayT'

The doorkeeper, rather impressed with
the tall man's appearance, stammered:

“*The Senate I8 very busy now, and I'm
afrald the Sepator can't come out and
talk to you.™

=] dom't want to talk to him. I only

want to see the noble features of the
' man who has been fighting for statehood.
I'm from Arisona.™

He was shown into the gallery by a
page, who polnted out the FPennsylvania
statesman. The Arizona man gazed lons
and esrnestly. Then he sald sadly to the

*3on, 1 wish 1 hadn’t comée to see him.
He don't impress me nona’”

Tha Montgomery (Ala) Advertiser is
not so far from New York that it hans
falled to take notice of & certain foreign-
er who has been getting undue attentlo
i the metropolls, concerning whom and
which it submits the following trenchant
comment:

From all sccount that alleged Count de
Montesguieu, now doing the peopls of Naw
York, is the very Imst poasibility in the way
of an ass. Nothing Uke him has ever messed
the ssmosphere of Gotham, mo far as we have
xept up with the recorde. - And yet, 18 all prob-
ability, some American girl, with money and
sonse In the Tatio of 16 o 1, will buy him.
We bhave not learned his price, but suppose
he s en the bargaln counter, like many other
foreign noblemen, and can de had for about
09 camts, If the girt has plenty of caah., Then
in & year of two sbe will wonder why b
parents didm’t bave her locked up in & lumatic
asylum befors she could make a fool of her-
salf. Such things as: this Count possess al-
tractions fqf certaln femmale minds, and they
naturaily coms together like a donkey and a
punch of thisties.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAFHERS

“Doss Gectgs stay lata when he callaT"*
*Yes, he doea” “Poor fellow! I suppose hs
falls sslesp.’ —Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Dolly-Wheat pleasurs have you given ug
during Lent as & penancal Tolly—Laet mas see!
I've given up thinking about giving things up
—Haltimore Hurald

Laura—You have met the iwo Johnsons
What do yoo thiok of them? Maode—Wall,
the one ia terribly simpls snd the other b
stmply terrible —Brooklyn Life.

oys Tifin ls awfully sttentive to that rich
olf maiden sunt of his Haven't you noticed
1  *Yes; he belleves people can be killed
tr kindness.”"—Town snd Country.

First Boy—My father's golog to have a
horselens carviage. Sscond Ditto—Huht! That's
nothing, We've had a coalless furnace at
our house all Winter.—Baosten Transeripl.

Tess—Oh, yes, [ feel pretty surs of him.
rejected him when he propossd fOrst becagsd
1 was positive be'd try agaim. Jess—And you
were righs. Ha did iy agaln, and I accupied
him —Philadalphia Press.

Hundtawlli—it seems that in all raifroad ac
cidenia tha flrst snd last cars are Alwayw e
enes that are injured. O'Rourke—Shure, an’
1 wooder why they don’t lave thim two can
aft the thrain snlolrely.—Dwtroli Free Press

“Might 1 hope that If I asked you to marry
e the answer would be favorshie? Mgt
1 hope that if I sald yes to weur guestion yoco
would really and truly aak me to marny you™'
“Jane. be mine!” “T'm yours.'—Cleveland
Flatn Dealer.

“The longe= [ Hwve'" sighed the sage. “‘nnd
the more | learn, the mores fArmly sm [ con-
vinced that 1 know absolutely nothing!'* 1
could havae told you that 36 years ago” mald
hiz wife, “hut I knsw It would be of no use "
—Chicago iribune.

Wife—What Is the mesning of thin word
“gltrulam’™ hers o (he paper? Husband—l
don't know, unless it la soms new kind of
breakfast food. Wife—What malkes you think
f2 s breakfast food? Husband—About every-
thing ia You kmow.—Bowton Transcript

“1 thizk the great with the A

't sald the yousg man as be ook e

girl
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