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THE GERMAN TARIFF.

The currest number of the Atiamtic
Monthly, under the caption of “A Let-
ter From Germany,” discusses the Ger-
man Tarlll and ite efMect upon the ex-
port trade of the United Etates from the
point of view of an able American ob-
perver, Willlam C. Dreher. The tarifl
1sw recently passed by the Germano
Reuichetag |9 & fur more important mat-
ter for us than the Venesuelan block-
sde, This law & Important, not s
much, for the high ratee adopted as for
the statement made in the debate that
henceforth Germany will concede noth-
ing to such nations as are glad to take
what Germany gives by treaty withoot
making soy concessions in return. The
United States having introduced a limi-
tation of the “most-favored-nation™
clause, Germany s dispassd to aot pre-
c¢lsely In the same maoner, Germany
complains of our recéent treaty with
Cuba now before the Senate for ratif-
cation and recalls our reciprooity trest-
fes with various countries under the
McKinley law.

When the existing commercial treat-
jes with Austria, Russia, Italy and
Switzerland were made, Germany con-
ceded to all other nations entitled to the
“most-favored-oation™ treatment the
sune reductions as were made to these
countries. The United States thus se
cured wvalunbie concessions from Ger-
many without giving anything In re-
turn. The duty on wheat for exam-
ple, wus reduced from 3T to 23 cemts per
bushel; that on com from 12 to less
than 19; and corresponding reducticns
were made on mesis The Germans
complain on the other hand that the
United States has interpreted the “most-
favored-nation” clause as not forbid-
ding specinl trade arrangements be-
tween two countries The German
sgrariune falrly say that we cannot ex-
pect Germany to apply (o us a more lib-
eral conmtruction of the “most-favored-
oation” eclanse thazn we have granted
her. Under the mew German tariff law
we must efther make a special recipro-
clity treaty with Germany or we must
Jet our exports teke thelr chance under
the genera! acale of duties,

The outlook for a satisfactory reci-
procity wrangement with Germany is
unfavorable at pressnt, because. under
the reciprocity section of the Dingley
earifl act, the let of articles that may
be reduced fs g0 meager that there is
almost nothing In it that could be of-
fered to Germany as an lnducement for
granting us trade advantages No new
treaty can be expected before our tarify
shall have been revieed and the discre.
tion of the Government 10 refuce dutles
greally enlarged. Mr., Dreher says that
the Germar iaw !s pure to force a heavy
reducilon in -our exports to Germany,
and when this tukes place the pressure
of public opinion muy bring the Senate
to reason,  In abeence of o treaty our
poods will enter Germany under the
genoral tariff, while those of our com-
pétitors who get treaties with Germany
will come In At greatly reduced rtes
American wheat will be subject to &
duty of 49 cents per bushel, while that
of Rursin, Roumania and other compet-
ing cowatries may be reduced umder
treaty to 35 centm Our corm has been
coming inte CGermany st less than 10
cemte & busbel and two years ago Ger-
many's imports of it reached 104.000,000

marks out of a total of 129,000,008, Dur-
Ing the current yéar Imports have
shrunk enormoeusly, owing to our re-

dured crop of 1801 and consequent high
prices, hu! Germacy obtain=d its deficit
from Russin and Roumsnle. Of course
when our corn under the mew German
tarifl pays a duty of 30 cents we cannot
expoct to compete with the Russian and
Roumanian produc: paying adout half
that figure.

Germany has left indispenmmble Amer-
jean articles, ltke cotton, petroleum and
erude copper, op the free list: bat
there are other countriea than the
United Btates ready to sapply Germany
with wheat, torn and other graiea
Germany » not dependent on us for
meal, and other countries with good
commercial treaties could displace ue
in the matter of our exports of bason
and lard (0 Germany, This German
Jaw s the dlrect effect of our unwise
poliey of shutting up our markets
agulest outsde competition, which must
uitimately result in abating our present
attilude of unconditioma! resistance to
il reform. Whee our own sagrari-
ane begin to feel the pinoh of lost ex-
port trade, the United States EBenale
will mot find it ensy to defeat the next
reciprocity (reaty with Germany that
comes up for ratification. The German
Foverument has all along stated that
the duties fixed in the new tariff are
meTe oOuUnters 1o be traded off in mak-
lag new commercial treatien The tarift

controversy I8 thue left open untl] these
treaties have been Isld before the
Reichatag and ratified.

As the term of the present Reichstag
expires In June, the treaties wili have 10
be disposed of by the oew House to be
eiscted then, The eleclion, therefore,
will turn upon the taril jesue, and the
Bocial Democracy will not fall to point
out to the Jaboring populstion sod the
poorer classes in the cites that the
price of their food is to be raised In the
interest of the large agricuiural land-
holders. The Socialims are convinesd
that the country is opposed to the heavy
foorense on the bread and meat of the
people, and will appeal to the maseg
next June with the campalgn cry of
“bread usury,” This i the mitustion
that confronts us today under the new
Gérman tariff Jaw, Germany, by its
ennctment, foroibly tells the hidebound
pritectionist Jeaders of the Republican
Senate that WU a policy of commercial
exclugivensss o good for ng othesr na-
tions may regamd it as equally good for

1S THE REFERENDUM NULLIFIED?

Attorney-Geperal Crawford's opinion
on the referendum URCOVErs & nDew
source of wesakness in that celebrated
and viclesitudinous document. In view
of the cumerous discoveries that have
succesded each other within the past
two years, it woas falr to suppose that
at length we had come Into a reason-
&bly accurate understanding a= to what
the referendum peally ia But the hope
if satertnined was evidently too san-
guine. We continue to learn.

It bas long been known that meas.
ures migcht be rendered Immune from
the referendum, provided that they
were “nacessary for the Immediate
preservation of the public peace, health
or safety,” and were so declared to be
by the siztutory enactment It is also
krown to Jawyers that the courts have
been exceedingly Hberal in their inter-
pretation of what public peace, health
and safety may be held to |nclude.
Nearly everything that comes within
the soope of Leglslative enmctment be-
comes Deécessary and vita] to the pube
lie welfare, provided only thai the Leg-
islature so proncunces |t. We see hers
& mark of the disposition of courts to
yield questione of policy to the legisiat-
Ive and executive depariments of gov-
ernment, @ notably evidemced In the
Unlted States Supreme Court's rulings
In the so-calied Insular cases

But the Attorney-General goes one
step farther.,  He rediscovers and gives
vitality to the further passage In the
referendum emendment which exciudes
from s operations all acts which are
Eiven an emergency cliuse by the Leg-
I=lature, without even the trouble to ad-

peace. If the Attorney-General is right,
therefore, the referendum ls nullified as
regards everything except such stat-
utes ne are dellberately left by the Leg-
Winturs open to lte operation; and we
are simply face to face with & situation
pracisely tantamount 1o the old one
where the Legislature called in the ref-
erendum by specific Invocation lestesd
of by equally consclous permission, as
now appears to be the proper procedure.

This rullng may be right; but we
should say It s not likely to prevall by
usoanimous conment. Neither the advo-
chles of the referendum inor the private
Interests affécted by leginiation unfs-
vorable to them &re llkely to puffer the
Inutility of so Important an mstrument
of obetruction as the referendum meems
to put into their hande wilhout & strug-
gle. It Is perfectly evidemt that If the
Atlorney-Ganeral's construetion of the
Inw were to be resisted, It would un-
eettle the statie of a tremendous mams
of legislation. Suppose the new Port-
land charter, for example, were 1o be
contested an the ground that it Is not
necessary (o the public peace, heslth
and mafety as slleged, and that there-
fore it Is indperative for alnety days
after s pasmge; It In casy to se¢ lnto
what confusion pending street improve-
ments, for one thing, might be thrown.
The cloud of doudt that hangs over this
whole matter needs dispersion by some-
thing more final than any ruling that
it has yet recelved.

——————————

DR. GATLING AND HIS INVESTION.

Dr, Richard Jordan Gatllng, whase
desth occurred in New York City s few
days ago, was noiwithstanding the
fact that his came was known 1o the
world in connectlon with a death-deal-
Ing implement, one of the kindest and
most humane of men. He was & na-
tive of North Caroline, where he was
bomn threc—fourths of a century ago,
began !ife ns & clork In & store In St
Louls, became an Inventor at an early
apge, and had for some years resided o
Engiand, though making frequent and
long visite to his pative land. Up to
the time the Civil War broke out his
chief inventions had Lesn a double-act.
Ing hemp-breaker nnd a steam plow.
Like muany others whose genius—me-
chanical and millitary—awalted oppor-
tunity for development, Dr. Gatling
found In this event a chance to make a
name for himeelf through personal
achisvement. He was at thst time liv-
Ing i Indlinapolls, completing a rall-
rond for which he had & comtract,
Turaing his attentlon, as did every one
else, to the war, he poom saw that the
methods and implements of warfare
were antiguated, and became con-
*vinoed that if the whole @read-
ful business could be hurried, quite
& large proportion of the miseries
and mortality of war could be saved.
With the purposs of compelilng to
quick results, he set about designing a
gun that wouid make war intoleradle
The result was 1the gun that bears his
pameé. Like most Inventors, he met
with many disappolntments and it was
not untl] 1864 that ke perfected his idea,
and oot untll two years later that his
gun was adopted by the Government.

As i1» usunl tn such cases, Dr. Gat-
ling's Wmvention made more favorable
impression abroad than at home,
France, Germany, Engiand, Turkey,
Eweden, Russia, Italy and even Japan
seized the rapld-firing idea at once. The
small srma theories were revolution-
ized by a gun that could fire from 200
to 800 shote o minute with remarkable
accuracy for ranges op to 30 yards,
and band-to-khamd conflicts and ciose-
range battles became the accldents and
eot the deliberate purpore of military
commacdern And when thelr efficiency
was Increased so that the Gatling gun
would fire 1200 shots & minute without
any peroeptible recoll. the complete
succese of the invention was assured.
The ventor, however, atill continued
his «fMorts to produce denth-dealing ord.
punce, and, though an old man, was
constantly up to the time of his sudden
death a week ago, tUrying to perfect his
Inventions.

vert to the public safety, health or-

idea, and Im pursuit of It

to go 1o war, being fully aware of its
awful destructiveness; but when they
resolve t0 make war, shey rally the
forces of destruction o thelr ald with
mich prodigions energy that wars long
druwn out belong to an era that ia for-
ever in the past, We may read of the
*“Thirty Years’ War” and the “Seven
Yeoars' War"” and many of oe recall
with shuddericg horror the anxieties,
the sufferings end the losses of the
Civil War through the four years in
which It bitter strife was waged. BHut
the war of the future will be a sharp,
quick game—evaded by all the arts of
diplomacy, but when these fall, pushed
with all the concentrated power that
iInvention and the discovery of explo-
sives have given to the world, to a swift
copclusion. The men whose genlus
mude modern warfare thus distinctly to
differ from the siow processss that In
former times prolonged the strife until
mations were slowly bled to death, or
were exhausted by slege and indecisive
battle, will come to be regarded as the
bemefactors of the race, though thelr
names are known through desth-deal-
ing ordnance and misslles of destruc-
tion.

SIDE LINES OF FROSPERITY.

Everybody likées to emjoy the frulte
of prosperity, but nol everybody is will-
ing to face the obligations that good
times put uponr us We like to recelve
higher wages and higher prices for
what we producve, but we are pot so
gind when our rents go up and more
money s exacted for bread and meat
and ralment, We like to see municipal
Improvements active and to have the
town: shipshape and neat n all respectn.
We take pride In muintaining state in-
stitutions In a creditable manner, In
keeplng public order and In providing
alds (o development and expanson,
Bome of us however, do not rellsh the
dea of belng compelled to contribute
to the expenses of all these benefits
and particularly since the couditions
call for increasing drafts on the public
treasury and Increasing levies on pri-
vale pursems The average axpayer
takes the ground that it 8 more blessed
to recelve than to give.

The general necessity for close scru-
tiny of publlc expenditures is taken by
the undiscriminating taxpayer as war-
rant for howling when bhe has to face
an advance in the sum charged mRgainst
him for public purposea He does not
how] because he ls hurt, but becauvse he
thinks there is opportunity for it. He
does not take into consideration the gen-
eral obligation to prepare In time of
promperity for adversity. He prefers
the other proverd, “Bufficient unto the
day i» the evil thereof.” Al this s
very petumsl a* human nature is con-
stituted, and as human affalrs are or-
ganized, but indulgence of the trsit is
not always wise. Parslmony ls an evl)
o lees 0 be dreaded than extrava-
Eance.

It o bappens that there I8 & material
advance jo the taxes paid by Portland
property-owners this year. Taxpayers
do not lke It They howl Unable to
point to specific extravagancea, they
wonder what becomes of &il the money
and think It a great mystery that there
should be additional demands on the
public treasury, quite unmindful of the
fact that every business establishment,
every household, ls obliged to pay out
more money for any given service In
thewse dayw of bulging prospbrity than in
times when business depression and
pioching poverty ruled. There Is no
mystery about i.. Money is freer In all
channels,. We wvoluntarily go in our
pockets for more than & third of & mil-
lion doliars for the Lewis and Clark
Exposition. Who wouild have tolerated
the idea for s moment seven or eght
years ago? The taxpayers, with com-
mendable cheerfulpesa agree (o put
half & million more Into the enterprise,
Imagines such & measure passing the
Legisiature of 1885! We tax ocurseives
for parks and librarles now, formerly
this would have been regarded as in-
tolerabls extravagance Our population
is fast increasing, and this brings nec-
esmary increase of the cost of adminis-
tering the government, in providing and
caring for roade and streels, and water,
fire and police service. Therefore It is
only reasonable to expect that the com-
tributions Teguired of the property-
owoer should increase, He can pay the
sum demanded today eapler than the
smaller sum required In leas prosperous
times. And these matters are only rei-
ative, after mil

in Portland extensive street improve-
ments are plamned, and nobody will say
they are not needed. For a loag time
we have been at a halt in the matter
of sireet work Bridges have gone to
decay- and tumbled down, and thomse
that are malntalnéd are very sxpenaive
The avallable repalr fund has not been
able to meet the demand upon it. Un-
der the oew chartér the city will be re-
quired heréaflter 1o keep new sireets o
repalr for a period of years but that
provigion does mot apply to lmprove-
ments made before the charter went
into eftect. The duty of determining
the kind of improvement that shall be

made on the streels s now vesmed in
the Common Council. The property-
owners have oo wolice in tha: matter,

but by two-thirds remonstrance they
can defeat procesdinge by the Council
The Counell now has the power to de-
clare what districls are benefited by im-
provements and to assess the cost ac-
Heretofore 1the

ar bridges It sometimes happened that
the comt of the !mprovement amounted

proach to eguity, all the property bene-
fited paying s share of the cost of im-
provement. This method will not di-
minish the expense of Improvemsents,
but will distribute it more equitabiy.
One of the great causes of municipal
expense Is In building and maintaining
mresta Muoch ocomplaint is just cow
made on this score. But we must have
the atreets, and that means that we
must pay for them. Thid we should be
It is time that we were
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his debts are so much and must be de-
ducted, or that his property Is In 30me
way exempt. If the taxpayer feels that
he s About 1o be treated with unfalr-
ness, he s sometimes capabie of mest-
Ing it with subterfuge and equivocation
His idea often ie that he will try to get
“substantlal justice™ and “swear” any-
thing that will gecure it. The law does
oot always work equitably In practice,
however falr in theory, and this tends
to demoralize the mobiie-minded capi-
talist. “In effect.,” says the New York
Journal of ‘Commerce, “the personal
property tax has come to be a severe
exactlon upon trust estates and upon
honest men of moderate means and a
roaring farce so far as the great bulk
of the wealth of the community ls con-
cerned. Unless It can be brought down
to & definife basls of assessment that ls
enforcenble with =ome approach to
equality, it should be completely sweptl
away."

The Ottawa Chronicle finds fault with
the proposal that the Canadian Commis-
sloners to be appointed on the Alaska
Boundary Commission should be lmpar-
tial judges when the American Com-
missloners are, L is alleged, all partl-
sane It is regretted that the Amer-
ican Commissioners are not Judges in-
stedad of politiclans, bat if Becretary
Root, Benator Lodge and Senator Tur-
ner are to serve, Canada, It is held,
aeeds representatives (o push her Inter-
esten. It » suggested by the Baltimore
Bun, however, that possibly the Chron-
kcle 18 too hurried In this matter. Our
Commissioners are perhaps partisans
when making speeches before elections,
but they are probably cspable of act-
ing Iimpartially when putl in a responsi-
ble position, and supplied with maps,
documents, ete, If it is the policy of
the Admindstration to review the Alas-
ka boundary coptroversy in a concilis-
tory spirlt, the thres Commissioners
Jum named are capable of taking that
fact nto account. Al three have ex-
pressed strong views against the Cana-
dian contention, but they are probably
open to evidence and argument, espe-
clally In view of the very amicable re-
iations now existing between the parties
to the controverey. In a word, our
Commissioners are itve mén and able to
concede something In order to gain
sométhing. From a practical point of
view it may be noted that the Senate
would not have ratified the Alaska
boundary tréaty If the American Com-
missioners had been geographers or
Judges, Paolltical necessity dictated the
actual appolatmenta  Still, this does
not mean that the spssions of the com-
mission will necesmrily be without sat-
isfactory resulta

Next Sunday morning the Methodists
of Oregon will be asked to contribute
to the fund for the payment of the debt 4
of Willamette University. Of the total
debt of 335000, all but $8000 has bes
subacribed, and it is proposed to rnll}'
the latter sum by subseriptions which
shall amount to §1 per capiia upon the
membership. Oregon Methodists have
decided, through their conferences, to
stand by this ploneer Institution, of
which ot only they, but members of
other denomications, are justly proud.
The debt was locurred largely as a re-
sult of a destructive fire and the de-
creased support caused by the hard
timea. It now hange a® a cloud over
the institution, and hes prevented the
echool from securing endowmeniz which
it would have received if there had been
no incumbrance. The debt will be paid,
and It ls to be hoped that Oregon Meth-
odists will not put off untll cext month
or pext year what may as well be dons
next Sunday.

A committee of five hae been ap-
pointed by the presidant of the Grant
Monument Fund Commission to raise,
as ;00D a9 practicable, the $150,000 nec-
esmary to complete the monument on
Riverside drive. This sum wiil be re-
quired to complete the monument as
originally desigmed. A trlumphant Ag-
ure of “Victory™ is to be placed on top,
and there are to be four emblematic
figures !n bronge, one at each corner;
four equestrian figures are to be erected
over the facade and a splendid eques-
trian figure of General Grant Is to be
placed in fronts The monument, when
completed, will be & splendld testi-
monilal of & patriotic people to the work
of America’s greatest soldier, and an
erduring tribute to his memary.

Enviable as Is the New York Herald's
reputation for early and mccurate news,
its forecast of the Anthracite Commis
sion's findings s probably nothing more
than a shrewd guess, readily sough
determinable from expressions of the
court as tht hearing proceeded. The
result is inevitably to be & mixed one,
favoring the miners as to wages, but
unreservedly condemning the boycott,
Labor wiil get much of value from this
decision, and nothing that le worth
more than ite lesson in the futllity of
vicleece and econspiracy.

The ideal remedy for costly fires in
sky-scrapers is o permit no Inflamma-
ble construction above the third story.
Toward thie we are all working as fast
as we can, though let t

tion of the sight which he saw on his re-
turn t0 London, after a short sbsence,
when he was passing Westminster Pal-
ate, where the houses of Parllament

bewildering Intarruption to the
business of the wireets. Many of the
by made spontancous contribu-
tlona to the boxes, which wers carried in
mute appeal by thoss who took a direct-
ing part in the procession. The day was
bitterly cold, and the condition of the
weather |tself made a new appeal to the
charity of the benevolent.
These processions of the un:';‘plwtd

awelled by the numbers of men who went
out to South Africa to serve in the cam-
paign there, and have now returned to
find that thelr former places In the world
of business and work have beean flilad up.
Many among the higher and wealthler
clayses ure coming forward generously
for the rellel of the present distress, and
Queen Alexandra herself has shown, as
she nlways dces show at such a time, the
most noble example of active beneflcence.
But it sgeems to me a sad and pltiful se-
quel to the South African campalgn.

—_————— =

The Lee Stntae.

Richmond Times-Dispatch,

The Times-Dispateh hius never enthused
over the proposition te place a statue of
General Lee ir the Capitol at Washing-
ton. although we have had no special ob-
Jection to it. Our only objection, as stated
more than once, is that we do not conslder
it any great honor for Genernl Lae's
statue to be placed In Statuary Hall In
company with the stutue of Brigham
Young, and others e¢yon more objection-
able, whom it is ool necessary to name,
nor do we wish to give the Northern peo-
ple any grounds for belleving that the
peaple of Virginia are desirons of forcing
the Government to “recognize” the South's
hero. We do not claim for Virginis any
rights or privileges that are not enjoyed
by other atates of the Union, but we clalm
for her the same rights and privileges
that other states enjoy, and thers must
be no. discrimination against her. We
claim that whe occuples ln the sisterhood
of states a position guite as honorable and
important =8 that of any other stale;
that she i% entitled to 2l the rights and
Immunities of statehood, regurdiess of the
fnct that she peceded. She has the same
right to occupy her niche In Statuary Hall
that New York, or Pennsylvania, aor Ohio,
or any other state has to-occupy theirs,
and ghe has the right, under the act of
1884, to put Into this niche a statue of
Robert E. Lee, or “Stonewall’ Jackson, or
Jefferson Davia, or any other man whom
she delights to honor. And when Congresa-
men from other states undertnke to inter-
fire or to dictate to her, It arouses our
resentment and our Indignation, and we
feel lke telling them to mind thelr own
business. Virginla mised no objection
when other states put their distingulshed
sonis In the niches assigmed to them, and
other states mist not raige objection when
Virginia exercises ber privilege. There In
some litle state soverslgnty lefl, and
Virginia claims all that belongs to her,

i
The Meaning of the War College. ™
Philadelphia Recond,

It was not merely the cornerstope of a
péew fubllc bullding which was lalad at
Washington on Baturday last on the
grounds dedicated to the futurs War Col-
lege: It was the foundation of & new, &
more perfect and a coherent system of
inilitary defenme which was celebrated
there. The War College, an adjunct to the
lately authorizad general stafl, Is to be &
high school of instruction and aiso & re-
pository of accumulating experience in the
organitation, equipment and mobllization
of the available Jang forces of the United
Btates, regulars, Natlonal Guanismen,
militla &nd volunteers. The day melactied
was appropriate to the occasion; It wis
Washington's birthday, celebrated for the
nonce a few hours ahead of time becnuse
the #4 fell this year on Sunday. But the
military recrganization now begun is in
accord with the advice of Georgo Wash-
ington to the Nation, which the Natlon
has for moto tham MO years neglected to
heed:; hence .the appropriatensss of asso-
clating the foundation of the War College
with the natal day of cur greitest com-
mander and first President.

i —————————
The Devouring Steel Trast.
Cleveiand Leader.

| TiMe FoR AX INCOME TAX.

he would “pay on a RNMNC yssemmnent”™
because he “does not want 10 be looked
of as a tax-dodger,” the Times very prop-
oriy says:

A ik in elther lawiully dos snd eoliectible,
I which case the city may cosipel phyment, or
it is mot & just due, in which case the city
thould pot accept payment. The coat of gov-
I8 mot defrayed from pratuities,

The London News as quoted In the
World on Bunday, had a report from this
‘dtv that Mr. Morgan's ineome for last
year was $0,000,00, and thut he “expected
#t would be more.” 1If this ts corriet,
Mp. Morgan voluntarily offers 10 pay
tAX28 UPpOn A persoral sssessment repre-
senting only one-timth of his yearly In-
come.

The reputed income ls very popsibly ex-

o but it is eertainly in Morgan's
case. as In that of our other very wealthy
citizens, many times in sxcess of his total
Asscsament on Dboth redl and personal

property.

The most obvious moral from thls Incl.
dent and the state of facts which It repre-
sents is that it Is tme for the state or for
the United States Lo levy an Income tax, as
1= dono o every clivillzed government in
the world that maintuins & just and sci-
entific system of taxation.

Under our crude and shamelesaly un-
equal system the Fedoral Government
collects its revenuss mainly from the nec-
casaries of the people, without the aiight-
est reforence to the two cardinal bases of
just taxation—(1) benefits recelved, and
(D abliity to pa:—whils the state and
city tax real estate at Its full value and
parmit elght-tenths of parsonsl property
o escape altogether,

In a country where the peopls rule,
when they hdve a mind to, this outrageous
;&au of affairs cannot much longer ea-

ure.

Sustuins *he Property Right Ia News.
New York Sun.

The property right In news, which has
been abundantly sustained during the last
few years, receives fresh confirmation in
& decision by the Supreme Court of Mas-
sachusetts. The Massuchusells cise wis
one In which the plalntiff clatmed that the
defendant had no property right in cer-
taln information which pertained to cer-
tain dbullding operntions in the colty. The
court héld that any ofe gathering news
or information at some expense and fur-
nishing it dally to subscribers, oraily or
in writing, under & contract by which
they gEres to hold it In secret confidence
amd for use in thelr own business has a
valuable right of property which a court
of equity will protect agalnst those seex-
ing to oltain it from the owner without
right and to his damage. Tha court fur.
ther held that the giving of such Informa-
tion to customers Is not stuch a publics.
tlon of 1t a8 to constitute its dedication
for use by the pubiic and to deprive the
owner of the right to comtmof jts use. The
decision ls very thorough, and It must be
very discouraging to news pirates.

i
Filibustering With Documents.
Chicago Tribune,

If an old man like Senntor Morgan sets
out single handed to delay, by talking
againat time, the matification of a tresty
he is honestly, thongh unreasonably, op-
possd o, one may admire hix herole ob-
atinincy and wonder how long the lagw and
lungs of the veteran will hold out. It is
quite ancther maiter when Senator Quay
comes tg the ald of Senator Morgan with
a pile of documents and makes the reading
clérk spend un pour In realing the oon-
atitution of Coliombls, which he claimed
was pertinent to the cansl treaty, the
rubjéct under discussion. Of documents
which “Zdenatorinl courtesy,” If appealed
to, may declde are pertinent there is &
large stock. There are snough ponderous
documents available to keep the reading
clerk busy untll the 4th of March

It makes no particular difference so far J
as the Panama treaty is concerned what
the obstruciionists may do st this gession,
If action on it is not had there will be an
extra sesajon of the Senate. That much
Is certaln. But a legisiative body which
allows documenta (o be read by the hour
while the wearled talker against time I8
getting hiy wind I3 in & fair way to be-
come ridiculous.

e —
iood Riddanee (o Congress.
New York Press, Rep.

This Nation has pot bad many Con-
gresses whose oppdriunilies were fairer
than those of the body expiring In con-
fusion to do things both useful and hon.
orable. It has Incked any which falled
more miserably. It has been In confilet
with the President; it his been a betrayer
of the public. For mobody it has done so
much as for Interests and influences which
are dangerous to the gvneral wélfare and
destructive of Republican institutions.
For the dying Congress thers are no
mourners among the people of the United
Hates. Good riddance when it 8 gone!
May we have better deeds from and a
sweeter memory of Its successor)

e i —————

Germs and the Bootblacek's Booth.

New York Medical Journal
Not a few of the boothlucks of New

The steel trust continues to show slgns
of a déliberate and comprehensive policy
of absarption of all other voncerns In the
same line of business which are of much
importance. Neodloss to szy iis purchases
and Its polley will lead bold and ambitious
men 0 establish new iron and steel miils
for the purpose of selling them to the big
trust at & fat profit. If that sort of thing
goes far enough there will be grave
trouble ahead for the greatest of the In-
dustrial combinations.

He Never Blamed the Booze,
New York Ban.
He took & betils up bed,
Draok whisky hot each night,
Drank cockiails in the moming.
Byt never eould get ght.
He shivared In the avening.
And alwsys had the bhiues,
Until he took & bowl or two—
Hut he pever blamed the boose.

His joints were full of rheumsatis,
His sppetite was slaci

He had pains betwesn bhis shouiders,
Arnd ehitle ran down his back

He wufered from insamnia,
Al night he couldn’t sncome;

He sadd $t was the climate—
But be pever bamed the boove,

His constitution was run down—
At least, that's what he sajd—

His legs wers swelled each morning,
And be often had sweiled hond

Hae tackled bheer, wine and whisky,
And If they di2n’t Tule

He blamed it to dyspepeia—
Put be pever blamed the boose.

He sald b comldn’t slesp at nighta,
And e always had bad dreama;
He claimed be always lald awake
T early sunriss Beams. »
Hs thought it was malaris—
Alas, "twas but A Tuse—

of the ideal I8, of m;e. Impc-d'ble n
all cases

d it unto everything—
Byt be never diamed the boose.

His liver nerdsd scraping,
Apd bis kidnsyn had the gout;

| points of vjew, but it seems probable that

York ply their trade in enclowed spaces.
This, of course, s desirable from severnl

such booths must harbor a good deal of
| dust arising from the dried mud removed
from customers’ foot gear, and conse-
quently more than their due proportion
of micro-organisms. It Is to be presumed
that something might be done to remedy
this drawbeck—by some such device, per-
haps, ns an ordinance requiring the pre-
liminary cleansing to be done with wet
rugs, the rags to be regularly destroyed
or sterilized.

Tariff Reform Seatiment Growing.
Peoria Journal

Even In his Democratic views on the tar-
oY M¢. Ingalis would be able to command
a large support from the Hepubllonns of
the West, who are disgusted with the re-
fuml of the Hepublican leadera to revise
the sacred schadules of the rify. Tih!ﬂ.‘
it not a particie of doubt as to how West-
ern Republicans feel on this, and It is
strange the Republican leaders are sp-
parently unable to reilise the strength
of this sentiment, so strong that it Almost
led to cpen disunion until the Western
Republican Congressmen retreated from
the positivn that they had taken eariler,

—— el
Stansas.

Henry Timrod
It was my hesrt, dear friend, that sung,
And that imperfect strain
Revealed the gloom, but not the grief,
The darkness, not the pain—
1f heaven depended on my song,
I could pot aing agnin.

1 have nor will nor skill to woo
The post's gaolden dower,

The breath that awept my spirit was
A t(eeling, ool & power—

And the breess that bore Ila fragrance off
Hath withered up the flower.

“Phen ask me not for verse again,
Or seek some other tnken—

I sung my last and oniy song
When my one grief was spoken——-

The heart is aye ths poel’'s ijTs,
And mite ls almoet broken.'”

—_ e ———

The Crawfish and Mhors,

NOTE AND COMMENT.
The drawbridges are slways open wid-
est when one Is In the blggest hurry,
it seema to be m_tor the Washington
authorities to captura men "”. e not
the Olympin murderer.

Portiand has mn_;a cleaning house for
156, It's to be a long, tedions job, but
the end jJustifies the lnconvenience.

After a systematie explorntion of the
different strata of the Forum, Professor
Bonl, the Italian archasologint, belleves
that he has discovered the Necropolis of
primitive Rome, dating as fur as the
eighth century B, C.

Hawnit Territory s considérably
wrought up regarding the proposal to
cstabliah county government. The real
end In view Is statehood, but the Hawaii-
ans think It is vseless to appiy for that
pefore ther have county and clty gove
ermnment well established,

For lougevity of ita ploneers and states-
men, commend us to Nebraska. That
#tate has had BB Governors since It was
sdmitted Into the Unton in 1867, and 11 &2
them are lving. Politics s apparently a
more heaithfal occupation in Nebraaka
than in any other stats in the Union,

Something Is wrong somewhere. Brow-
nell didn’t say & word about the martyred
Lincoln, the glorfous fag still waving
“thar,” or the “‘pattriotism™ of the grand
oM soldlers. Thase are usually mighty
fetching arguments—and they are safa
And they have done the business thus
tar.

It was unkind of J. Plerpont Morgan to
Ignors his friend Carnegie In that Ubrary
matter. If Andy had known of J. Pler-
pont's Intention to erect a 0000 library
adjolning his residence he doubtless would
have added a tidy sum on satisfactory as-
surance that J. P. would malntaln the
institution becomingly.

The Mexican Aerial Navigatlon Com-
pany has been organized under the laws
aof Mexico, with a capital stock of EDd 006,
it s now conatructing an alrship, which
will bave a capacity of 3 passoogens and
200 pounds of freight. The first trip will
bo between Mexico City and Waabington,
D. C. This round trip, It is sald, cax be
made In four days

Senator Pettus, of Alabama, Is said to
have palid the minimum price for hia
present seat in the Sennte. It was §1 to
the Sccretary of State for certifying to
the Benator’s unanimous election. He
bought & naw sult of clothes (o celebrata
his re-glection, sand when chaffed about
his dudishness he sald he thought he was
entitled to & new suit every six years.

A blll bas besn Introduced In the Ne-
bruska Legislature providing for compul-
sory woting in clties The bill levies a vot-
ing tax of 8, a recelpt for which shall be
given by the Judge of election whan each
man casts his ballot, the recelpt to be
accepted. by the County Treanurer In pay-
ment of the tax. The enly alternative to
paylng the amount I8 & sworn statement
declaring physical disablility on election
dny.

it i’ tnid of Lord Falkland that when
he waa writing, and in doubt whether a
word were perfectly Inteillgible, he used
to copsult “one of his lady's chamber-
maids (not the walting woman, because
it was possiole she might be converaant
In romances), and by her Judgment was
sulded whether 1o recelve or rejeat "
Nor was Falkland writing for the crowd;
he was at work on treatises for the
learned.

“A Fashionable Mother” of New Yaork
adds something to the discussion relative
to large and small familiea. She says that
to have a large family ls now the correct
thing, and that there are several reasons
for this. One which s everywhere admit-
ted to e potent is, she says, thut If a
woman soclally ambiticus sends her
daughters to a school wherea the parents
of the other scholars are soclally promi
nent, the mother's social position is Im-
proved by this comtact and sha derives
benefit from her children in this manner.
Bhe further says that to be the mother of
attractive dsughtors naturally enhances
the value of the mother in aociety. While
the letter of the fashionmahle mother may
not add materially to the psychology of
the subject, she has struck an original
note which gives those Interedted some-
thing of the practical side of the ques-
tlon.

The most amusing thing In politics Just
now I8 the candidacy of W. E. Sharon
to succead W. M. Stewart as Senator
from Nevada. Stewart is a Populist His
present term will not expire until 196,
and he is entirely willing to continue to
snarifice himself on the altar of his coun-
try—ao wiililng that he would mccept Re-
publican votes rmther than remain in
that desert stute. Bill Sharon, In shying
his eastor Into the arena, anpounces that
it would ba the prida of his life to wipe
up the earth with old Bill SBtawart, and
continues:

1 that event (the nomination of Stawart by
the Repablicans) it will be & labor of Jove on
my part to fight thst old fraud and ll'l.ll.nr to
every intersst of tha people of this wiate.
Whether I am the man who wiil bs salistectory
to my party or mol, I am determined Stewart
shall no losger misrepressnt a siate and its
peopla where hs has 0o common interest aod
does Dot even pay & poil ax

gharon himself sends out his challengs
from Ban FPranclsco, which s deemed
proper headquarters for Nevada Sen-

atora
S ——-

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Jim—Money makes the man Jam—Granted;
bot man makes the mwr,—Bnmmnr; Hn:;.

Ol Ishabitant—1 can remember Wwhen
ran loose on Erondway. TYoung Inhabltant—
Thay ride on the cars now.—Puck.

A —That's Jooes's deughter With him. She’s
fast mbout to be married B~Who's the lucky
pan? A —Jones —Pumch. . )

“1 s ' he sald, "t woml ueeless for
m-Ila T:m:w to be my wite” ‘It would"
she replied, ‘¢ that's your style af going abosl
I —Chicage Record-Hernid

i ta throw these egys at the
e ‘?‘F‘i:f old are thay ™' “About six
It's a pity to spoll such good
soch bad acting."—Chicago Dwily
Mewn

Miss Backbay—Of course, you are famillar
with Klpiing and Stevenson In Chicago. Mim
Wabssh—Can't say that I am. Pa bas an
acooant with Bargen & Seilers, and 1 do moat
of my skopping there.—FPhiladelphia Press.

“Do_you think thers Is any danger of Amer-
fen being dominatsd by ™ Mo, sir,"
anssered Mr. Mesakton, with extracrdinury em-
phasis, “‘not so lofe as eminent Europeans
comtinue to marTy American girle " —Washing-
ton Btar,

Brown—What we call baggage the English
Which word da you think the
White—Considering how
trunks are tresisd by the maliread mefn |
should sxy the right woed s chuckage —HBos-
ton Trasscripl

Mr. Bacon—I see they will not put & platorr
of any artist in the Louvre In Paris ustil he

bean Mra. Bacom—What™




