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HOPEFTL BUSINESS OUTLOOK.

The turn of the vear has come and
gone without serious financial disturb-
ance, and Spring trade t¢ upon us with
every assurance of healthy and proe-
perous trade. The premonitions of dis-
aster betokemed by the lron trade In
December have changed into signs of
encouragemeant. The siuation seems (O
be simply that with all our equipment
busy we are unable to keep pace with
the home demand, but must eke out
domestic production with heavy im-
ports from abroad. The bugbear of the
fron trede Is overproduction, and of this
there is apparently no mpproach. The
strength of our consuming power ls
shown in the ease with which the coun-
try carries the burden of ita labor
troubles.

In the financial worid two or three
conserving agencies stand out In most
impreseive rellef. The first of these is
the array of powerful interests In an-
tagonism 1o every sort of disturbance—
not only disastrous competition, but
stock and money panics, currency dis-
location and Industrial congestion. Or-
ganization has doubliess been pushed to
an extreme In many directions; but the
fact remuine that the close touch into
which our great aggregations of cap-
ftal have come and the co-operation
which the magunitude of our business life
bas forced upon the managers of pri-
wvate and public finance are powerfully
operating toward the exclusion of panle
conditions. Every great interest touches
all other great interests st & many
poimis that interdependence and inter-
action have become axioms which no
cautious operator ls going to disregard.

Ancther reassuring e¢lement in the sit-
uation, which we have never seen al-
luded to, relates to the dangers of over-
capitalization. Herein Hes, in fact, the
scknowledged great danger that Im-
pends over both the rallroad and the
industrial investment worlda. Corpora-
tions of all sorts are dolng business on
inflated capital, and the only question
in many minds has been a® to when the
enforoed and painful liquidation of these
overvaloed propertics will occur. Ex-
pedients for warding off Hquidation
have been regarded as only deferring
the day of the inevitable.

But the thought we wish to suggest
is that the growth of population and
business, together with advancing
prices, may In time bring about a veri-
fication of these stocks and bonds in
resl values, It was a question slx years
ngo whether new gold discoveries would
put us on some such advanciag move-
ment of higher prices as followed the
Caltfornia sctivities of 1848, But that
question has been satisfactorily an-
ewered 1o many minds by the course
of prices, not s much of highly finlshed
preducts, which a stable money stand-
ard and !Inventlons have cheapened, but
of materiale into which little has en-
tered but erude human labor. Every-
thing that {1 torn from the earth or
water by the humble laborer or the
smimplest tools has Increased notably In
value since 189—such as ore, lumber,
fish, ment and farm producta Gold i»
cheaper, everything else is higher.

Now it i» a perfectly natural outcome
of thes: advarcing prices, ccupled with
financial confidence, that the sactual
value of investment securities, rallroad

#nd steel are golng up. Look at the im-
provement In the prices of our great

by Hamilton & |

Rocky Mountains are apparent. Judged
by the couniry's resources and its con-
venlence to the markets of the world,
Oregon should have 1,000,000 people, the
same a8 Nebraska, and Portiand a pop-
ulation of 200,000, that of Minpeapolia,
Measured by Its capabilities and advan.
tages, the Pacific Northwest Is too far
behind the rest of the country. Now
it Is getting ready to catch up. Watch
us grow!

A VISION OF DIPLOMACY.

It Is perhaps a8 well that the Houss
has thrown the so-called Interpational
sliver commlesion eut of the Phillppine
currency bill, where It does not tech-
nically belong; and, lnasmuch as the
Senate has now introduced It in the
form of an amendment to the sundry
civil bill, it e certainly to be hoped
that the House will not carry its hostil-
ity to the point of non-concurrence when
the bill comes back from the Benate.
The persistence with which the Hourse
has impeded this admirabie project of
the President and Becretary Hay is yel
to be explained upon any satisfactory
ground. If it forms part of the move-
meat that so seriously menaced the Sen-
ate's plan for Phillppine currency, it
can only add to the discredit the coln-
age committee of the House has already
incurred. Inasmnuch as a subcommitiee
of this same colnage committee has ap-
parenily acceded to the President's de-
sires a: the White House conference,
acqulescence may be reasonably looked
for.

The enterprise of helping China and
Mexico to stabllize thelr fuctuating
currency le worthy the highest diplo-
macy, and it is depressing to ses the
apparent inabllity of Congress to rlee
to its level. If it should fafl, 1t will
add another to the list of exalted un-
dertakings of world-wide benefit and
significance In whose achievement Sec-
retary Hay has been balked by the in-
capacity of small minds in either Senate
or House. It s doubtful if any other
single thing would contribute so pow-
[‘errul.i)r to stimulation of international
trade as the successful esiabilshment of
& permanent par of exchange between
the currencies of gold and of sliver
countries. The creation of & stable ex-
change would remove one of the chief
caupes of friction which retards trade
between the gold and silver countries
How important (his consideration has
always been may be judged from the
ong and earnest, though miadirected,
efforts of “bimetalists” to terminate the
fluctuations of exchange through the
combined use of gold and sllver under
the free-colnage system In all countries,

We have already set out In some
detall the difficulties and losses which
move Chioa and Mexico In asking our
co-operation in the effor: to siabilize
thelr currenclea It Is necessary ailso to
consider the benefits which would ae-
crue to ourselves along with other gold-
standard nations. Im the first place,
stability of the money standard could
aot fail to enhance the safety and profit
of China and Mexico, and doubtlesas in
time aleo of Cantral and South America,
as fields for the Investment of capital
The abssnice of a stable currency has
not prevented the investment of more
than $500,000,000 of American capital in
Mexico and several hundred millions of
English, French, German and Belgian
capltal in Africa and the countries of
Asii. There can be no doubt, however,
thet the inducement for such Invest-
ments would be greatly increased if the
investor felt certaln that his dividends
would be pald without deduction Iln the
gold money in which he made hie in-
vestment. Russia attracted foreign
capital by hundreds of milllons when
ehe adopted the gold standard In 1887
Japan has had a simllar experience,
though to less extent. It would not be
surprising if the demand for capital In
Chioa end other undeveloped countries
would be so enlerged by the adoption of
& fixed standard, and the resulting
stimulus to railway bullding and the in-
troduction of modern machinery, that
the world would never witness within
the llves of the present generation an-
other period of serlously congested cap-
ital and low earnings for money. It
wae undoubtedly this congestion of cap-
ital blindly seeking outlete which dur-
ing the last decade, as Mr. C. A. Conant
has ably shown in his books and maga-
zine articles, put the spurs to the spirit
of colonial acquisition in England,
France, Germany, Belgium and even In
the United States, and led the European
powers to dream of the partition of
China, If an outlet is afforded for their
capital without such efforts, much will
be done to Insure stable conditlons In
industry and to prevent political agita-
tion in these countries for new colonlal
conquestis. i

‘Along with these desires for safe flelds
of profitable Investment, the gold-stand-
ard nations are looking for new markets
for manufactured goods Aad secure
clvilization of many wants walts upon
financial stablilty as well as upon firm
police administration. If China slone
should raise her fmportations of fin-
ished goods In some such degree as
Japan, where- they have Increased
within & short period to 33 per capita,
the increased demand made by China
upon the manufacturing countries
would repressnt a thousand millions of
dollara. Such a demand upon the fac-
tories of Europe and the United States
would not odly absorb thelr surplus
product as if by magic, but would s>
mitigate the competition of these coun-
tries among themselves that the polit-
ical am well as the economic attitude of
the civilized natlone toward each other
might undergo & marvelons change
There would no jonger be the fear that
one nation would ovnload her surplus
of manufactured goods at less than cost
upon bher nelghbors; there would oo
longer be the flerce striving for higher
tarilfe on the one hand and for bringing
more dependencies on the other hand
:::.-hln the circle of the domestic mar-

International money coaferences are
deservedly In 1ll repute; but this one
would strike out for Iteelf & new and
honorable path in taking for its object
no such ldie dreams as double standards

and game birds; a license to hunt deer
and game birds costs $10, and a license
to huat game birds costs $5, The Malne
Legisjature has hitherto appropriated
$35,000 annually for the work of the
Fish and Game Commission, but only
32000 of this hae gone to the protection
of game. Much game has been killed
out of season, eapecially deer, and there
Is much poaching, especially among the
moose on the Canadian border. The
open season on deer is from Oclober 1
to December 1, and on moose from Oc-
tober 15 to December 1, during which
time each sporisman is allowed to kill
two deer and one bull moose. Non-resi-
dent sportsmen pay a llcense fee of $40
In Wyoming, and West Virginia, Penn-
sylvania, Florida and New Jersey de-
mand §10 for a hunter's license, and in
all but twenty states and In every Cana-
dian provinece the hunter is taxed to
some extent. A high license has made
the Adirondacks, Quebec and New
Brunswick & rich man's hunting
ground, and the proposed law will do
the same for Maine.

A FAKER ORATOR.

George IV, when Prince Regent, was
woni when in his cups to dwell upon the
distinguished part takem &t Waterloo
by a famous regiment of which, as
Prince of Wales, he was the titular
Colonel, and finally he went so far as to
pretend that he was himself personally
préesent on this memorable occasion.
Court etiquette did aot permit the state-
ment of the royal fabulist to be contra-
dicted, so that he wes safe from expos-
ure., It would have been fortunate for
United States Senator Depew if, In mak-
ing his recent speech describing the last
days of Horace Greeley, he had been as
@afe from being brought to book as was
George IV, but while Kings may lle
feariessly in the presence of &n assem-
bly of obsequious courtiers, the privi-
leges of the United States Senate do not
Iaclude Immunity from historical eriti-
clam, and Whitelaw Reild, In the New
York Tribune, has handled Mr. Depew's
most recent oratorical fable without
merey., In his eulogy of the late Con-
gressman Cummings Mr, Depew said
that at the close of the campalgn of
18572, Mr. Greeley, after making his last
political speech, took Depew with him
to his home, and, iooking over Nast's
caricatures representing him as the em-
bodiment of all that was evil or vile,
sald:

“My itfe s & fallure. 1 never have sought to
accumulate a fortune. I never hava cared for
fame, but T 4id want to leave & monument of
what I bad dome for my fellow-men, in lifting
them up and in dolng away with the curse of
slgvery and the curse of rum, but here I am,
at the close of this campalgn, so representsd (o
my countrymen that the slave will always ook
upon me a8 having been one of his owners, and
reform will Jook uwpon me as a fraud’”

Then, his bead falling upon his desk, he broke

intp uncontrollable soba, I sent for his family.
The brain that had dome such splendid wark
snapped. The next morning he was taken to
an asyium, where he died. His heart lterally
brroke.
This is the story of Mr. Depew’s per-
sonal recollections of the last sane houre
of Mr. Greeley's life. Editor Whitelaw
Reld now rises up in the Tribune and
says that Mr, Depew's narrative is an
utter fake. Mr, Greeley made his last
speech on Saturday, October 12, 1872, at
FPleasantville, near his own home, Mrs.
Gfeeley, who had long been lll, at that
time became much worse, and Mr.
Greeley refused to take any further
part in the campalgn and remalined with
his wife until her death, October 30.
The story of Mr. Greeley's confession of
| fallure, his sobe, his broken heart, the
eending for the family, the smapping of
the brain and the removal to an asy-
lum the mext morning, s, says Mr.
Whitelaw Reld, nothing but a “touch-
mg fable™ woven out of whaole cloth by
the golden-mouthed Depew. In a slgned
commuguication written the day after
the election, Mr. Greeley resumed the
editorship of the Tribuae In full posses.
sion of his mental faculties, wrote and
published several articles in the course
of the next few days, but afler Novem-
ber 12 gradually yielded to exhaustion,
due to his sleeplese vigil at his wife's
bedside, at the end of a hard campaign,
and died November 28, more than six
weeks aflter he made his las spoech at
Pleasantville, where Mr, Depew also
spoke. Greeley got off at Williams
bridge after this speech, while Mr. De-
pew went alone to New York. The “life
is & fallure” spesch was never uttered;
the scene In the study, the caricatures,
sobs, etc., are nothing but pure laven-
tion on part of Chauncey Depew.

There is nothing Incredible in this to
anybody who has ever read Depew's
speeches dellvered on large or small oc-
caslons. His “historical orations” are
full of gross blunders of fact that an in-
telligent schoolboy of 16 could not make
without diegrace, His oration on Lin-
coln is utterly shallow and inadequate
to the real stature of the man. For
years the New York Evening Post and
papers of kindred reputation for his-
torical scholarship and accurate polit-
ical knowiedge have spoken of Mr., De-
pew with contempt or compassion as
utterly unfit for any serious public fumc-
tion. Hie political speeches are a mass
of stale anecdotes, his “historical ora-
tions™ full of blundere and blathersiite,
He began life as a rallroad lobbyist,
and in politics he has never risen above
the tactics of a lobbylat; he Is a large,
good-lcoking man, with fine volce; he
has plenty of “meat-ax” humor; he has
no convictions; -he pralsea everybody
and blames nobody; he 18 utterly with.
out any sense of literary or historical
proportion.

To Depew “Boss Platt” is & states-
man, if he is the honored guess, and so
is Secretary Hay, so Is McKinley, so lo
Roopevelt, o Is everybody when Depew
wields the whitewashing brush or kisses
the Dlarney stone at 2 large or smali
oceasion. That such a political quack
should be invited to take the measure
of such giants In American public lfe
&8s Washington, Hamilton and Lincoln
is ome of the mos inexplicable facts of
our time. Without any pretension to
accurate political knowledge or histor-
ical scholarship, without any reputation
for elatesmanlike abllitles, without any
sense of literary discrimimation or
power of literary expression, without
any mastery of the facts or phllosophy
of modernn history, Mr. Depew" for
twenty-five years has been a popular
peripatetic orator. He went to the last
New York Republican State Convention
with his speech In his pocket for a man
who was not nominated, but it was just
as good for the successful candidate, for
the Depew stock spesch is always avall-
able; it im the same perfunctory speech,
drenched In whitewash, studded with
sickening compilments, instinct with the
ammoniacal odor of anclent and fishlike
anecdotes.

Not only members of the W. C. T. U,
but persocs generally who reverence the
memory of A good woman who was
faithful to her ideals and principles will
be giad to learn upon the authority of

tom, that the story of the purchase by
& saloon-keeper of the temperance side-
board that was given to Mms Lucy
Webb Hayes when she was mistress of
the White House !s without foundation
in fact. The sgtory was started, by
whom no one seems to know, and was
told with a fidelity to dates and detalls
that left no doubt of ita truth. It was
widely published, and every one con-
nected with the alleged transfer of the
sjdeboard—active and passive—was cen-
sured for dereliction of duty, Much
righteousindignation-was arcused, some
sympatbetic teare were shed, and many
columns of comment upon the matter
were  written and printed. It ocow
transpires that all of this sentiment was
wasted and all the censure misplaced.
The lacldent goes to prove that Ananias
and Sapphira were not In It when It
comes to plain, unvarnished lying of the
type indulged by the modern news-
monger of sensational bent or advertis-
ing acumen.

The Rev. Dr. J. L. M. Curry, who died
recently in Asheville, N. C., in his TS8th
year, was a man of excellent ability,
who filled many honorable positions in
public life with great credit to him-
self. He was born in Georgia in Jumne,
1525; removed to Alabama in 1838; was
educated at the Unlversity of Georgla
and et the Harvard law echool. He
served n the Texas Rangers during the
Mexican War, and In the United States
House of Representatives as a States-
Rights Democrat from December, 1857,
to January 21, 1581, when he resigned
because of the impending secession of
Alabama. He was a member of the first
Confederate Congress, and In 1564-65
served in the Confederats army under
General Joseph E. Johnston as Lieuten-
ant-Colone] of Cavalry. At the close of
the war he wae ordalped a clergyman
of the Baptist church; was president
of Howard College, Alabama, In 1866-88
and professor of English, philosophy and
constitutional law n Richmond College,
Virginia, in 1868-81. He labored for the
public school education for all the peo-
ple of both racea. In 1885 President
Cleveland appointed Dr. Curry Minister
to Spain. Dr. Curry was one of the
most effective platform speakers in the
country.

Danger of exhaustion of our cnal sup-
ply continues to be agitated. In a re-
eent work upon the anthracite industry
by Dr. Peter Roberts, the writer cltes
the estimates of three of the most emi-
pent experts. The lowest estimate oa
tone yet to be mined is 4,832,685.688, the
highest 6,512,167,702; the lowest estimate
of years' duration, 80.54; the highest,
10863, These estimates are made upon
the assumption that production and
consumption do not exceed 60,000,000
tons annually, but the Chicago Tribumne
suggests that as the prospects are that
befores long that limit will be far ex-
céeded, it Is clear that In less than a
ceatury there will be no more hard coal
to quarrel over unless large deposits are
found outside of Pennsylvania, of which
at present there are no lndications, ex-
ceqt in Colorado. There are those now
living who may see the last lump of an-
thracite produced in Pennaylvania. Peo-
ple will then be reduted to bltuminous
coal, and must discover new ways of
using It in the Interests of cooking,
cleaniiness and health.

Our War College cannot afford to fos-
get the concluslons reached by Dr.
Conan Doyle n “The Boer War” regard-
ing the eseentials of modern soldiership
for the future. Among other things, Dr.
Doyle sald:

Petter shooting, better knowledge of cover,
are the main desiderata In our Infantry. If &
man is not a markeman he should be cast from
the army. The officer will carry a rifle, ke
his men. Never agaln should valuable lives be
exposed “by the fatuous idea of giving them a
different dress.

Doyle lays emphasis upon the English
need of rapld-fire guns and of the heavy
howlitzers; and upon the conversion of
the cavalry, with its antiquated lances
and swords. Into a mounted infantry
armed with magazine rifies. The Boer
taught Europe how to shoot, how to
take cover and how to make cover
quickly against artillery fire. Individ-
ual excellence in marksmanship, highly
trained field artillery and the rapld
movement of vast clouds of mounted
riflemen would meke an American army
that would make the lmvasion of this
country a fallure,

The contemplated extension of the
Northern Pacific Rallwey along the
north bank of the Columbia from Ka-
fama eastward Into the great wheat-
producing, stockgrowing Interior 1= dis-
closed by the DIl of Representative
Jones askiog the right of way through
the Government military reserve at Fort
Vancouver. Prellminary surveys have
shown that the proposed route is prac-
ticable, and, Indeed, that It offers few
perious obstaclea, comparatively speak-
ing, to raliroad construction. The Gov-
ernment = slow to relinquish or divide
military reservation rights, and upon
this fact many orchardists and others
along the river, who object to the In-
vasion of their cultivated lands by the
railroad, base thelr hopes that the pre-
liminary survey that hes been made re-
cently will develop into nothing beyond
the placing of grade stakea

Willam J. Bryan, in hle recent ad-
dress to the New York Press Club, said
among other things: “A little country
weekly has as much Influence as o great
city daily. No paper can make a bad
man good. Nor can a paper make a
go0d man bad. Don't think, you men
whb meke the city dailles, that you cre-

ate all the ideas of this country. Out.

in the little hamlets men on small sal-
aries are helping to make this Natlon
what it ought to be,” This a8 true, and
it Is a pity It Is true. The free silver at
15 to 1 fallacy owed li® chlef support
and dissemination to the little country
weekliea that accepted Richard P,
Bland and Wiiliam J. Bryan ag oracles
in fimance.

Represmtative Jones, of Washington,
has done vallant service for good gov-
ernment In leading the assault in the
House upon the pernicious ship subaldy
bill. His numerous amendments were
very effective In showing up the need-
lesenesa of this proposed rald upon the
Trearury, and also the manner in which
the measure a8 drawn s calculated to
play Into the hands of the great ship-
ping trusts. Tt was a good day for hon-
est government In this country and for
the Republican party when Mr., Jonee
succeeded In putting the bill to sleep
in the committes on merchant marine
and fisheries

Oregon hens ere on duty and egge
abound at last which the dealer can
assure you are “fresh ranch eggs”
without laying perjury upon his soul
Columbia River smelt are brought in
dally by the ton and retalied In the mar-
kets at § cents n pound. Lent may be
said, therefore, t0 have come 1n
ausploes moet favorable to the

RUSSIA’S Gkﬂﬂ OLD MAN

Chieago Inter Ocean.

When it'is considered that the Iittle in-
formation which finds Its way into the
Russinn newspapers is subject in advance
to the rig!d scrutiny of government cen-
sors, more than usual credence must be
granted an item which comes from Tomsk.

The item has to do with a resident of
that city who is sald to be 200 years old.
The Russian newspapers have been per-
mitted to sny this and to add that the an-
nouncement is supported by documents.
They allege that thls man, though bed-
ridden, is mentally sound, and that he re-
members seelng Peter the Great

By the slde of this antique personage,

of course, the last surviving body servant
of Andrew Jackson can be consldered
only In the light of a thoughtiess and In-
experienced youth, for the elderly Rus-
sian gentleman of Tomsk was an old man
when Andrew Jackson was born. He
must have been an interested observer
of the relgn of the terrible Catherine,
and, judged by his present imental condi-
tion, he probably followed with Intelll-
gence the careers of the great Frederick
and the great Napoleon from beginning
to finish. \
b He was & hala and hearty old man when
the American colonists rose In revolt
against the mother country and estab-
lished the greatest Republic the world has
ever known; when Danton, Robesplerre
and the gulllotine ruled Parls; when the
Corsican adventurer poured grapeshot
ruthlesaly into the champlong of liberty,
equallty and fratarnity; when the bells
of burmning Moscow sounded the death
knell of the grand army. To him Auster-
litz, Lelpsic, Waterloo are affalrs only of
yesterday. He wae well over 10 years old
before Chicago was founded, He had be-
gun to lose his teeth before Fernando
Jonea' reminiscences began,

Although the earller years of his life—
say the first 125 years or so—were not
altogether free from palnful episodes In
the world's history, yet he must now re-
call them with plensurable emotions as
years In which there were no rallroads,
no telegraph wires, no telephones, no sew-
ing machines, no historical novels, no
ocean greyhounds, no ragtime melodiea, no
trusts, no devil wagons, no coon =ONgE, no
breakfast foods, no 10-cent magaszines, no
indeterminate franchines, no germ theory,
no grip. no appendicitis, and no Geneva
tribunal.

And yet his 1ife was zaddened by events
which prove that he has not been immune
from the common griefs of mankind. He
loat his wife 135 years ago, and It speaks
well for his fidelity to the early partner
of his joya and sorrows that, whils he
has probably during the last century and
& quarter been sorely tempted at times,
he has never given his heart to another,
His life, we take it, has been devoted to
the memory of the woman who was
snatched from his slde about the year
178, and to that of his dear and only
boy, who dled prematurely in 1534, at the
age of 90,

Who Waa This, Pray?
Chicago Tribune.

There I & young woman now having her
volce trained in New York who may be ex-
pected shortly to burst upon the world as
a prima donna under the stage name of
Elsle Corcoran.

While the Bostonians were traveling on
the Paclfic Coast recently a telegram
came from a prominent man in Portland,
Or., asking If they would not give a hear.
Ing to & young woman of the state who
had what seemed to local poepls a won-
derful volce. A favorahle answer was re-
turned and she was told to meot the train
at a rallroad junction some distance from
Portland, where the train stopped for half
an hour at 5:30 o'clock In the morning.

The traln pulled Into the junction At the
appolnted time. It was barely dawn, Mr.
Barnabee had been dragged from his berth
at that unearthly hour, and wns ready
when the traln stopped. There on the
platform stood the zirl

“But, my dear.,” sald the paternal Bar-
nabee, “I don't see how [ can try your
volee here. There's no plano within 20
miles.”

“T'll sing for you without any accom-
paniment,” sald the girl, “The station
agent says we can use his office sa a
studio.™

Bo the young singer and the wveteran
went into the ramshackle littie wooden
station, and without anything to Inspire
her the girl lfted up her volcs and sang.

“1f you'll go to New York and study for
a year or two.' sald Barnabee, “T don't
see why you shpuldn't do about what you
please in the way of singing.”

The girl went. and therefore Elsle Cor-
coran is a name to remember and look out
for in the future.

The Fall of Henderson.
Sloux City Tribune.

The setting sun of David B. Henderson's
political career shines not with the clear
and wholesome radlance which would tell
of duties well done and service nobly ren.
dered. It shines dimly through a fog of
suspiclion and distrust. David B, Hender-
son has listened to the somg of the siren
whose accompaniment 18 played on a
golden harp. He has oot had the stamina
to resist temptations to use his great po-
sition for personal advantage. He has
been too weak to cartp the responsibili-
ties of public service. Never strong In in.
tellectua! endowment. he has shown him-
eelf nadly deficlent in moral fiber. He haa
discredited himself, betrayed the sentl-
ment of his district and state, and abused
the confidenocs of his constituents. He will
only save himsel? from the humiliating
realization of how great has heen his fall
it he adheres to his announced Adetermina-
tion not to return to Iowa to lve,

A Waste of Mental Activity.
Baltimore American.

One of the questions about which some
people are worrylng just now !s whether
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., s ellgible to
heaven. As the problem presents some
difficulties, owing to warious interpreta-
tions of the entrance conditions, to say
nothing of the world's inability ever to
learn how It comes out until too Iate for
nny of us to profit by it, why nat quit
worrying about it and turm all that sur-
plus mental activity Into more practical
channels?

Not Weorrying Abont 014 Trusta.
Atlanta Journal,

It has been demonstrated that combines
—*trusts,”” as we now call them—haye ex-
isted since 2000 years before Christ. But,
naturally, we are not worrying about the
“B. C."” combines. It's those that are on
our chest right now that we want to
shake off. \

A Bootleax Rivalry,
Philadelphia Record.

What is the use of increasing our Navy
till It shall be as large as that of Qer-
many, if Germany will not stand still,
but is bound to have a bigger navy than
we have? Is every nation to have a big.
ger navy than any other nation?

Great Avoilrdupoia Not Essential,
Memphis Commercial-Appeal,

While Judge Alton B. Parker (s regarded
as a good man, the objection is made to
him that he does not welgh 200 pounds.
8ull, we do not think it Is absolutely nec-
essary that our Presidential eandidate
should be Shaftered.

WIill Not Hastle for It.
Loulsvillie Times.

Judge Alton B. Parker does not now
hold, as David B. Hill did a few years
ago, that the best way to get the Presi.
dency s to Ko out and hustle for it

In the Thingleaa Age.

Chicago Inter Ocean.
The coatless man throws a careless arm
Round the walst of the hatless

STORIES ABOUT PEOPLE.

Evidence of Falling Mind.
Washington Post.

Apropos of the recent adoption in Ver-
mont of the high-license law, Represonta.
tive Foster, of that state, tells an anee-
dote about an old farmer who never had
an ache or & pain, but who, nevertheless,
thought he ought to have a doctor, be-
cause he hnd never had one.

The Interview was to the polnt, the
farmer asserting that he could eat an far
as he could see on both sides af the table,
and that he slept so well be Mdn't get up
tHl It was time to do the milking.

“You are In perfect health,” sald the
doctor to the furmer, after making a
physlcal examination, “but you are in the

decline of e snd perhaps you ought to |

take 1 tonle, something like
whisky.™

“Oh,” sald the tnrmer,
do that. 1 have s son,
never do,"™
- “Who 18 your barber? gueried the doc-

or.,

“1 shave myssif,” replied the farmer.

“Well,” rejoined the doctor, “eculn’t
you have a bottie In your room and tike
ths tonle whenever you shave?™

This was agreed to, and it was some
time hefore the doctor one day met the
farmer's =on and inquired about the pa.
tient.

“He Is getting along very nicely,” sald
the young man.
ever, but he is losing his mind.”

“Loning his mind!" exclaimed the doec.
tor In surprise. “What Is the evidence
af inr* i

“Well,” sald the young man, “he in-
;!sls on shaving himself six times =a

ay.”

Hitle rye

and that would

Not Up to the Racket. '
Detroit Free Presa.

*1 was In London a few years ago with
a Northern Michigan resident,” sald a De-
troiter the other day, “and we had many
& laugh over the Enzlish fop and masher

as he minced his way up and down Pleca- |

dilly of an evening. At length my friend,

whose years had not given him any me- |

datenes=, rigged nimself out as a parader.
He had the clothes, the hat, the cane, the
oyeglass, and the kangnroo galt, and off
he went. [ could see nothing lacking in
*Cholly," but there must have been some.
thing wrong, as he had not gone far
when a pollceman stopped him and =ald:

* *Come, now, but you must let up on
this*

“‘8—o? drawled my friend as he looked
Bobby up and down.

* “Yes, you'd better get off.'

*“ ‘But why should I, ye know?™

* “‘Because you are making yourself a
hobject of ridicule, and ridicule Is next to
misdemesnor.”

““If 1 am a hobject of ridicule, then
what o you say of that thing? aasked my
friend, as he pointed to a masher ahead
of him.

* “That?
cule.’

** “What iz he a hobject of ™

* *He's the hobject of the son of A
Lord, and worth £200% a year, and if
you don't get hofl the street In five min-
utes my hobject will be to take you in' ™

Why, he's no hobject of ridl.

Huffale Bill's Indians Tried Tabaseo,
Pittshurg Gazsette.

Buffalo Bill, who is golng to put up a
big hotel in the West, says that one day
in New York he entertained two Indian
chlefs at dioner In the Hoffman R\un
enfe. -

Thera was a little bottle of tabasco
sauce on the table, and the first chief
covered his oysters with It, as though It
had been catsup. Then he swallowed an
oyster, golng throogh strange contortions
in the act, though he was too polite to
make any outery. His air, though, be-
came sad, and big tears coursed down his
chesks,

“*Why. brother, do you weep?"’ the other
chief asked, sympathetically.

*“l am thinking,” said the first, "of my
son, Gray Wolf, who was slain in bat-
the.™

“Ah" murmured the second chlef. andy

he, too, covered his oyster plentifully
with the fiery sauce, then swallowed one,
He, too, In a moment, wnas shedding tears.

His friend said gravely:

“Why do you weep, brother?”

“l ween,” was the retort, “because I
am sorry that you were not slain in that
battle you spoke of, along with your
son.”™

Good Reading for Frank.

Frank Rockefellst, a brother of tha
Btandard Oil magnate and the possessor
of enormous cattle manches in Kansas
and Texas, has been visiting a nephew in
Emporia. And this ls the pleasant [ittle
notlee given of this visit by the Emporia
Gazette:

“Mr. Rockefeller came in from Kansas
City last night. He paid a visit to the
Sunny Slope farm and afterward went
down to Slmon Harker's and booght some
of his wild ducks and geese, which he
bhad sent to his ranch In Kilowa County.
When he returned he took off his coat
and zte a big supper and complimented
Mrs. Rockefeller on her cooking. He sald
it had been so long since he had eaten
such a big supper that he had forgotien
abhout It, After supper he sat around in
his shirt sleeves and chewed tobacco and
epit In the stove and wns as agreeabls
and common as If he was worth only $10.-
000 or less, Instead of belng worth §10,-
00,000 or more."”

Tillman's Other Weapon.
Baltimore Herald.
Occaslonally SBenator Tlllman uses other
weapons than a pitchfork In chastising
his colleagues In the upper branch. For
Instance, he walked op to Benator Bev-
eridge in the chamber a few days ago and
shook hands and siapped bim sharply on

the right wrist
“And that's for your sassy statehood

speech,” he sald

Early Rising.
John Godfrey Saxe.

“God bless the man who first Invented sleep!™

8o Sancho Panrn sald, and so sey I
And bless him, also, that he didn’t kesp

His great discovery to himself, nor try
To make it—as the lucky fellow might—
A close monapoly by patent-right!

Yes—biess the man who first Inventsd sleep,
il really can't avold the Hteration);
But bless the man, with curses loud and deep,
Whate'er the rascal’'s name, or ags, or sta-
tion,
Who first invented, and went round advising,
That artificial cut-of—Early Rising!

“Rize with the lark, and with the lark to bed,"
Ohserves some solemn, sentimental owl:
Maxims llike these are very cheaply sald;

But, ere you make yourself a fool or fowl,
Pray just Inquire about hls rise and fall
And whether larks have any beds at alll

Tho time for honest folks to be abed
is In the moming, If I reason right:
And he who canpot keep his precious head
Upon his plilow il it"s fairly light,
And so enjoy his forty morning winks,
Is up to knavery; or else—he drinks!

Thompson, who sung about the “Seasoms,” sald
It was a glorious thing to “‘rise’” In sesson;
But then he sald it—lying—in his bed
AL 10 o'clock A. M.—the Yéry reason
He wrote #o charmingly., The simple fact i
His preaching wasa't sanctioned by his prac-
tiee.

"Tis doubtless well to bo sometimes awnke—
Awake to Juty, and awake to truth—
But when, alas! a nice review we take
Of our best deeds and days, we find, in sooth,
The hours that leave fm! silghtest cause to
wee
Are uw-:-e passed (n childhood or asjeap!

Tl beautiful to leave the world awhile
For the soft vislons of the gentle night:
And, free, at last, from mortal care or gulls,
To live as only In the angels’ sight,
In sleep’s swaet reaim, so cozlly shut in,
Where, at the worst, we only "“dream™ of sin!

8o Jet us sleep, and give the Maker praine,
I like the lad who, when his father thought
To clip his morning nap by hackneyed phrase
Of vagrant worm by early songster caught, _
Cried, "Berved him right!—it's mot at all sur-

prining: -
The worm was punisbed, sir, for eariy risingl™

“1 eould ﬂa\.'arrl

“He Is more active than |

KOTE AND COMMENT.

A policeman’s not alwaye as blue as he
looka.

The printers of \;s_amnctun must be &
tight-foted lot.

Portland had one dlvorce for every
seven marriages last year.

| *“Did you pass your ‘exams’'?™ sald the

cop to the fireman.
grinned.

And the small boy

Never mind, Lent I3 only 40 days long
| The Legisinture wis In scasion 4 days
| and we've got to atone In some way.

Poor lawyers and poor doctors are two
| *xpensive luxuries. Whe experiments with
both may hope for a bankrupt's grave,

At thia rate the jetty Is likely to be
| finished before the transformation of the
| Girant Into a dredge. But thée Grant will

b rendy for the Lake Washington Cenal,

| White hack drivers take the negroes to
| thelr balls, and whites split wood for the
: Chinese on Eecund street. But It's too late
o gat a “jim erow” bill in this Legisla-
ture.
| -2

The litest Baston literary sharp to come
Inte publle poties Is the Hon Willlam B
Kirkpsirick, gresidest of the Boston Bar-
teridery Unlon, who makes specialties of
Rhakespesrs and Hrowning.

A number of scireemes of New York have
organizssd & ‘“‘spyright Face Club™ to
protect thetr phatoegraghs from reproduc-
| on for all sorts of lmpertinent advertis-
ing. They're not Liksely 1o encounter much
trouble if the copyright doean’t extend
bejow the fare, whick in most cases forms
but & small and usimportant part of the
pleture,

There Is much ery in certain gquarters
becauss there i3 to be no women's bulld-
Ing at the St Louls Exposition One of
the women of the exposition sorrowfully
says:
| It has taken 08 years of bard work to put

women on an squality with men, ani they are
Iﬁqu.ﬁl In the expomition, yet we will bave no
buallding.

Well, what of t? There lan't going to
be 4 man'es bullding, either, is there?

According to Secretary Moody's report
88 per cent of the bluejackets of our Navy
are citizens of the United States and 7%
per cent are native born. A few years
ago the majority of them were foreign-
ers—principally Scandinavians At the
outhreak of the war with Spain many
Continental newspapers prophesied that
the allens would desert. leaving the ships
dangerously short-handed, but they proved
loyal to a man.

The profound Bllly Bryan, the modest,
shrinking Billy Hearsi and Cart Harrlson,
the lucky, appear to) be the new Demo-
cratic triumvirate. Having palnted and
bedecked themselves with feathers,
donned thelr war bonnets and selzed their
temahawks and scalping knives, they are
skulking about the backyards of political
influence and plotting the massacre of all
the Roosevell palefaces. These kids bhave
been reading too much yellow "llterature.”

The dellrium of the Eugens Register is
becoming a serfous matter, If we are to
Judge from the following disorderly out-
break:

The inciplent balm that betokens tha coming
of yo gladsome springtide has roused the dor-
mant energies of the trilling swale frog, and
his gleeful voealisations now presage an early
emancipation. {rom the gleom and drizale of
Winter's dispiriting murk. Soon the world will
be gay with springtime and Eagene will be at
her best, flooded with sunshine, the trees bud-
ding greenly, the grass In the parks and on the
lawns an unbroken emsrald, and the borders
bright with sweet-smelling fowers, and the
Iilacs all in bloom.

A very black customs Inspector, one of
the President's recent appeintees, boarded
a German steamship entering. New York
harbor the other day. The immigrants
did not take to him at all, protesting that
ne could not speak the language, *“Oh,
yes, ns speaks German all right," was
the reply of an old-timer. “Try him.*

“How long you been in dals contree?”
asked a prospective citizen from the Low
country.

“Dred months," sald the colored Inspec-
tor, gutturally.

“Drel month!" exclalmed the German.
“Ant s0 much color change? 1 go me
back to Zhalrmany py ter next steamer."

A company of theatrical psople recently
tried to agree upon a llst of 10 dramas
of American authorship that would sur.
vive for two generations. Without much
difficulty they selected these nine:

Clyde Fitch's “‘Beau Brummel."*
Augustus Thomas' “‘Alabama.’*
Wiillam Giliette’s “‘Becret Service'
James Herna's “‘Shore Acresa”™
James Herne's “"Margaret Fleming.™
Judge Conrad's *‘Jack Cade."

John Howard Payne's “Brutus."

Dr. Bird's “‘Spartacus.*’

Mrs. Blowe's “lUnecle Tom's Cabin.™

For the tenth oplnion was hopelessly
divided between these five:

Hoker's “Francesca da Riminl"™
Hronson Howard's “‘Arisiocracy."”
Herne's “Sag Harbor.”

Thomas' “‘Arizona* and “In Mizsours.™

“The American Almannc, Year-Book,
Cyclapedia and Atins,” published by Will-
lam R. Hearst, Is a newcomer In its fleld.
Its maiden editlon of 1%G is a book pf
nearly 1000 pagea, compactly printed and
substantially bound Within this ascope
the extensive misxion which s marked
out for it is well fulfilled for the neeéds
of the busy man in search of a handy
warkk of reference. Maps, with full in-
dlces, are coplousiy supplied to lustrate
the text, and the notable persons of the
world are depleted In half-tones. Besides
covering the usual fleld of such publica-
tions, there are a number of Innovations.
“Soclety In the United States™—three pages
of & gossipy review, with plctures of
prominent New York women—may be con.
sldered, perhaps, a modest beginning of
an American Almanach de Gotha. The
book contains an Immense mass of facts, |
systematically arranged. |

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRATHERS

Dolly—You say Grace married inta the smart
set? Fplly—Gracious, no; she was divoreed into
It.—Baltimore Herald.

He—What would you call & “polite fiction™?
She—Why, If I should say to you, ““Heally, Mr.
Jones, 1 hope you are not thinking of golng so
soon " —Judge.

Bookseller—I have somothing exceadingly rare|
in the way of books. Hiinks—Thanks When
it comes to a book, [ prefer ome that is well
done.—Harper's Bazar.

Dencon Johnsop—What yo' doin’ now, AbeY
Abe Hardcase—Cleanin' out a bank. D
Johnsoan—President, caahler, bookkeoper or fan
1tos T—Leslie’s Weekly.

i in for charity agaln. are you
What is it this time? Dom—We are golng 1
dizstributa choap copies of Besthoven's
phonles among the poor. Music !s such an al
to digestion, you know.—New York Weekly.

Maud—I feel so sorTy for poor Lilllan. B
and Reggie had It all planned to slope, an
now they have to give it up. Jack—What
the trouble? Maud—She can't persuade hy
stingy old papa to mive them the mansy
carry It out.—Kanszs City Journal.

“Dear,”" sald the ardent lover, “the date y9
have set for our wedding falls upom n
You're not superstitious about that, I hope
“Oh, no,” replled the popular actress; *
nover phase me If I'm married oo
| Fridays.” Fress,




