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THE REVOLT IN THE HOUSE.

How much sense and sincerity repose
in the Democratic party of today may
be gathered from the fact that the an-
tire Democratic side jolns with Hill and
Fowler, extreme gold-standard and
banking reform men, to imposs upon
the Philippine iglanda, not oanly the gold
standird, but the gold-standard system
of the United Statem, which currepcy
experts are disposed to regard as 100
advanced for the capaclty of the silver-
usming, cheap-labor countries of Asia.

As 1o whether the Houss has dooie
well or {ll, opinlons must differ, and in
any event the approval of any Philip-
plae money sysiem must depend upon
experience. The Senate seems already
committied to the other plan, favored by
Mr. Conant, the Government expert,
and by Governor Taft, as well as by
the Republican leaders in the House,
The welght of anthority = with these
rather than with Represeptatives Hill
and Fowler and Secretary Shaw, whuse
genius for constructive statesmanship
has never epproached thelr talent for
legislative and administrative pyrotech-
nlce.

The approved theory of Asiatic cur-
rency s that the entire reglon. from
Vindivostok arcund to Syria must ap-
proximate the Japaness and Russlan
symiems—a Eiiver dollar or peso, con-
taining about 416 grains, worth in the
aelghborbhond of M cents and main-
talned at that value by gold reserves
and lmitation of colnage. In India we
have the rupes of a nominal value of 46
oc&nt® malntnined at 32 cents, or 23 1o 1,
While the Japanese and Russian ratlo
Is 32 1o 1; but the Indlan experiment
is an experiment only, though success
ful, and could doubllees be readily
modified. For this ratio of 22 10 1 there
aresfemingly unanswerable arguments.
One 18 the obvicus one that it corre-
sponds as nearly &s practicable to the
commercial ratio. A S0cent doliar is
much more casily to be comprehended
among Europeans of gold-standard
habit than & 32 1-3-cent dollar, or even
a 47-cent dollar. The Idea has been that
& dollar or peso of 416 grains can he uni-
formly maintained on the coast of Asia
at B0 cents American or 2 pence Eng-
ilsh without difficulty, and the exam-
ple of Japan has been regarded as a
profitable and likely one for China and
the Philippines. The Senate, which
long resisted this view In the interests
of American silver sentiment, seems at
length to have accepled i and the Re-
publican Jeaders in the ¥Mouse have
fallen in. It i» without regard to the
Interesis of ihe Islands but wholly from
u ‘desire to put the Republican leaders
“In & hole,” that the Democrats have
Joined with Hill, Fowler and Shaw to
dispiace this programme, 8o far as our
Aslatic holdings are concerned, with the
minority substitute,

And yet there are reasons for prefer-
riog the House bill. Chief among them
s the hope # hoids out of minimizing
the danger to our own currency .from
the stupendous silver burden of our
own tressury. With half the worid
maintaining sliver as & token colnage at
22 to 1, the awkwardness of pur own
silver at 18 to 1, or double Its commer-
cial value, would become painfully and
increasingly apparent Possibly It is
worth while for ue 10 make an effort to
extend the American system 1o the
Philippines, In bope that Europe, which
atll]l maintsine itz siiver at 16 or 15% to
1, with the exception of Russia and
Austrin-Hungary, may in time come 1o
our ald. The talk of Mexico coming to
the goM standard gquite mnaturally

! strengthens this view., No way has yet
been devised for putting the sliver coln-
age of the Unlted States and the Latin
Union upon a monstary basis corre-
sponding to its bollion value. The un-
dertsking would be fraught with the
gravest political as well an. finahelal
peril; and It je not surprising that mea
jncline to welcome the herculean iask
of extending the pressnt ratig over Asia
rather than bring the two ratios Into
closer cvomtrast and more loextricabie
confusion. v /

How (hie result, ocbviously aimed at in
the House bill, conld b= reached by the
curious and somewhst obscure arracge-
ments provided for it, Is not at all
clear. Although our calnage laws are
extendad over the islands like a blan-
k=i, and only Unlted States colns are
10 be Jegal tender, there s provision for
perpetuation of the present unsatisfac-
tory regime of arbitrary appraisement
of Mexican end Spanish silver by the
Philippine Commisedon. It ap-
Pear, also, that these colns are to be
redeemed, melted up and recoined Into
a Uniied States Philippine peso of 416
Eralne or thereabouts, to be recelvable
al some arbditrary velne fixed by the
commission, This is a very “limping”

| armangement, and seems to us to
“far less account of the needs of

of American currency, tinkers. Tt will
be sirange f the Senate permits this
bill to diepiace Its own superior meas-
ure,

TWO LUSTY BEGGARS,

Does anybody supposs that American
lzbor, at farm, mill or refinery, will be
benefited a plecayune by the mainte-
nance 0f & high®teriff on sugsr and to-
bacco coming from the Phillppioe
islands? Is there any one so ignorant
as not {0 know that the sugar trusis
snd the tobaccs trusts are supreme in
these two Industries, and that they will
pay the producer of raw materials what
it pleases them to pay, regardless of the
guty or of mo duty on the paltry lm-
poris from the Phillppine Islands?

The Senate has agreed to and It Is
sald that the Houm will accept free
trade In American ports for all Philip-
pine products, with the exception of
sugur and tobaceo, which must pay

hereafter 50 per cent of the Dingley |

rates. This means for Manila cigars

2 25 a pound and 1232 per cent ad va-
lorem, or about $5 per 100 on 12%-cent
cigars; on raw sugar, half & cent »
pound, and on reflned sugar 1 ot a
pound. This 18 a considerable burden
on comsumers, and tobacen, of course,
must bear the added burden of iternal
revenue thxatlon, These laxes are
maintained ostensibly for American la-
bor, but ln reality for the beneflt of the
trusis,

How 1ittle the sugar and (obdcco
trusis huve to fear from the Phillppine
Islands nppears from the records of
trade., Cuba produced la= year 630,000
tons of sugar, Hawali 291,000, the Phil-
Ippines only 62,000, The paltry product
of the archipelngo fs but & drop In the
bucket compared with the large amount
now and for many yearm coming in
from Hawall abmlutsly free of duty.
We Imported in the lnet fiscal year from
Cubn 1.0698,000,000 pounds of sugar. from
Hawall 504,000,000 pounds, from the
Phillppines 40,000,000 pounds, In the ten
monthe endine with October we lmport-
! from Cubka tohaceo and clgares worih
$2,000,000; Trem the Philippines, $20,000
worth. In the same period we importad
from Hawall $20,000,000 worth of sugar,
and from the Phllippinos sn amount so
amall that the Treasury Department
makea no record of 1,

There la little danger to these two
lusty beggane from Phidpplne imports.
Thelt chief desire ls to resist all en-
croachment upon their prepeérves, from
whatever polnt of the compnms Imports
are lk=ly to flow . Perhaps iL i Just
o well for this Philippine tariff bill to
single out pugar and tobacco as ite solc
beneficinries, It will throw the calclum
light on rwo big truste It will interest
and possibly Instruct the other Interests
of this eountry which are sclected to
suppert free trade In Philipplae imporis.
Some hitherte credulous souls may be
moved to inquire why the sugar and to-
bacen trusts are s exclusively favored
at Washington. Some trusting ones
may wonder how long Oxnard shall be
permitted to dictate our policy toward
Cuba and the Philipplnes, regardlese of
the National convictions and desires

NEW MEXICO'S APPEAL.

The Legisinture of New Mexioo urges
as & feature of s demand for the ad-
mis=ion of that territory into the Unton
tha: admission wa=x part of the bargain
made a1 the end of the Mexican War
and under which Californta, Acizora and
New Mexico became Amerlean territory.
There Is a basls of druth in this ap-
peal, and 1t comes to this generation as
a falat historic echo of thmes and lssues
long past It was, Indeed, proposed
long Yefore the Civll War to bring New
Mexico lto the Urnlon, not because the
country was ready for It, but as &
make-weight in the struggle between
the warring forces of freedom and sinv-
ery. One or more hills for admission
ware Introduced In Congress and bit-
terly fought over for a time. Nothiag
came of it, and when the speclal and
extraneous motive ceased to support it
the propasal fell of its own weight,

It i= ldle now to recall "promises”
mades with reference to the times and
conditions of & generatlion ago, The
fdea that we “owe™ anything to the
New Mexico of 1M3 under the treaty of
Guadelupe Hidalgo, ratified In 1848 is
not worth consideration, The present
question Is as 'to the fitness of New
Mexlco for statehood, and the welght
of evidence appears to stand oppossd
to It

There i= no question about the wealth
of the territory, of Its respurces, of the
anumbers of its people. Bul there g a
ecrious question as to the quality of its
popuiation—af the fitness of o large pro-
portion of ita people for particlpation in
the privileges and dutles of American
cltizenship. We have had a lessan In the
folly of hestowing American cltizenship
io the complete sense gpon AN unassimi-
lable people in the case of Utah, and it
is a folly which we ought oot to repeat.
It will be ime tu taks New Mexico Into
the Tlnlan when her people shall be able
to get along without Spanish ioterpret-
ersg In her courte

It having been determined that the
Panema Company can give title to the
Panama Canal, and Colombia having
acceded to lhe terms proposed by the
United States, there scems now nothing
in the way of going forward with the
business of completing the work. In a
sense this outcome will be something of
& disappointment, for all along there
bus been an undertons of hope that the
Panama project would come to nothing
and the Nicaragua project, which the
couptry distinctiy prefers, taken up In
ita place. But, after all it does not
much matier where the canal shall be,
provided we get It; and once the work
gets well to golng, there ls bound to be
geoeral enthusiasm In {t. Preliminaries
are sure to take a good deal of time,
but the President {5 no procrastinator
and he will wih for many reasons to
lose no time. It will be a very natural
wish on his part to complets.the work
wilhin the period of his Presidency, and
if he should be re-plected, as now ap-
pears jnevitable, thers will be time
enough in which to do It. What effect
the canal will have upon Pacific com-
merce during the period of construction
nobody knows, and there are conflict-
Ing theories wilh reference to ', one
et of prophets declaring that it will
vastly stimulate it. while another holds
that it will tend to Its demoralization
One thing is cortain, namely, that it will
create a special demand for such Pa-
cific Coast products as may be required
In construction or for the malntenance
of the srmy of men employed in the
work. For timber, which can oniy be
supplied by Orezon und Washingion,
there is certain to be a great demand,

It s out of reason thut anybody
should question for a moment the pro-
priety and duty of giving Alaska repre-
sentation by a delegate In Congress; and
the wish to deny It Is of a plece with
the whole course of our trestment of

this neglectad territory. It is not likely
that it would cost the “thirty thousand
doliars” which an excited Congressmnn
declares It would to hold an election for
delegate: but suppose it should—sup-
pose It should cost twice that sum—is
the Unilted Btates by this circumstance
excused from ite duty? Nobody in Con-
Erésm, apparently, has ever known any-
thing about Alaska; at least the trest-
ment of Alaska by Congress has never
been suggestive of the least acqualint-
ance with Its conditions or needs. It !s
high time for a mew pollcy—for a pol-
icy that sheil be based upon knowiedge
and interest rather than upen Ignor-
ance of and Irritation with the whole
matter. And an important step toward
an intelligent policy would be to main-
taia in attendance upon Congress a rep-
resentative of the Alaskan population.
As a matter of fact, there are two
Alazkas and they are as widely sep-
arated as California and Montana
Thelr interesis are wholly different,
They ought not to be yoked together,
for they have oaly a name In common.
The first step toward an sfficlenl sys-
tem for the Alaska country should be
division of the maritime or Sitka dis-
trict from the ilnterlor or Yukon dis-
trict, and wach should be represented in
Congress by a delegate of s choice.

A PITIFUL EXHIBITION.

The argument by which “anine of the
largest banks In Beattie and 120 of the
leading business housss and manufac-
turing concerns™ of that city seek to
brace the King County delegation at
Olympla to support of Mr. J. J. Hlll's
wishes with respect (o pending legisin-
tion, s an utterance of & very extraor-
dinary kind. Such a confession of ab-
ject dependence upon forelgn inltia-
tive wiaes mever before, we belleve, made
hy an American city—npor such an ex-
hibition of subserviency to an absojute
corporation master. “Seattle,” says this
cringing appeal, “is In the midst of
a commercial contest of the first Impor-
tnnce te her future as a commercial
city. . . Seattie can conlribule a
very small share in bringing ahout the
desired result, for the contest must be
won or lost by the transportaticn com-
panles.” Proceeding further, the ap-
peal declares that—

Jemes J. HIll is snpaged today, single-handed
and aione, In fAghting the baltle to turn thed
trade of the Orjent to the Eateway of Puget
Soond, and all that we can do and all that he
ks 28 10 4o in this vitsl struggle = to give
hm our sympathy and support. A raitroad
ocommbpsxion bifi wt this time would enly serve
to hamper and tramme] Mm |2 his eflorts to
afdvanre sur commercial intersats. The polit-
lcal mentimen: of bhoth partles o King County,
as woll an the businesa sentiment, s opposed
to 8 rallrossd commisston at this time, =8 la ovi-
denesd by the fact that no resclution favoring a
cammnission bill was passed by the county com-
ventlon of sither party, and If one had been
offrred It would have been voled down. There-
fore, we would L ni‘-q upin the passuge of a rail-
rond commission bill at this tlme as a blow
direoted at the best Interests of Seattle, and we
oarnently urge you, as Representalives of King
County, 1o allow no conelderation whatever to
EWerve you from your unylelding oppowition to
any rallroad commission bill

Here we have it from her “nine larg-
ezt banks and 130 leading busincss
houses and manufacturing concerpe™
that In a criste of her career Seattle is
impotent aad muet fall back upon her
forelgn conneetions for Initlative and
succor: and for this service she is
willing to pay the shameful price of ac-
cepting the dietatlon of a rallroad
boss n a matter of purely domestic
concern, éven lo . the extent of asking
her representatives o the Legisiature
to dishonor the pledge upen which asv-
eral of them were elected.

What Seattle Ie forced by the present
emergency, under the whip of her mas-
ter, to declare, all the world has long
known to be true By her Inherent
strength ehe is capable of qothing of
consequence. Everyvthing she haa
gained, everything that she ls, ahe owes
to conditlons and resources outside of
herself,. For all of her bluster, she
does nothlng by her own might: for all
of her boasted seif-dependence, she is
and knowe herself to be “Jim HII's
town,” which he may cxalt or humil-
ate nt his pleasure, sure under all cir-
cumstances of her weakness and sub-
misalvenesa,

Occaslon has not been Iacking In
times past when Seattle has sought to
cast reproach upon Portland as de-
ficlent In the “spirit” which [Hlusirates
her own career end chgracter, There is,
We Are proud 0 say, a basis for this
taunt Portland has not bonsted of
ber superior “spirit”; she has oot
sought (o slur her neighbors as lacking
in energy or character; she has noot, in
her prosperity, arrayed herself in the
pride of a borrowed power or of a pre-
tended dignity, And she has not, In the
crises of her career, made traffic in the
Intégrity of her sons in obedience to the
arrogance of 4 rallroad master, =

Portland fliee with her own wings
She owes I to oo corporation boss that
she is what she ia. She trembles befare
no outside authority. Such service as
she gains from rallroads she fairly
pays for; such promotion as is glven to
her commercial Interests Is by her own
lnitiative and of her own mighi. She
has never been forded to the humillat.
Ing confession that where her interest
fe vitally conecerned she can “contribute
& very small share to bringlog . about
the desired result,” that her fight “musg
be lost or won™ under a supins depsnd-
ence upon outaide nssisiance.

And on the whole we are just as well
pleased with Portland's way of dolag
things, even though It may not make
as much noise as the Seattle method—
nor such prelension of “spirit.”

e ——————————

The Legisiature of Pennsylvanla s
considering n bill to ralse the'age of
boys permitted to work Im the coal
mines from 14 to 16, and in the breakers
from 12 to 14 yearsn There Is also a pro-
vision which forbids the employment of
girls and women between the hours of 9
P.M and TA M. This bill is oot only
o merqjml one in & physical sense, but
it wii have a tendency to adjust con-
ditions in the coal mining reglons to the
reasonable requirements of labor. Boys,
pinchied and of retarded physical and
mental development, will no longer per-
form the work of men In the mines and
breakers, and women and girls will no
longer work over hours))r at night In
order to ekg out thelr meager pay, If
this bill becomes a law. The other side
of thiz question, e far a® hoye and
girles under 18 vears of age are con-
cerned, will be showa by the enforce-
ment of the compulsory education law,
of which Pennsylvania has a strict and
comprebensive one. There is alsa the
consideration that arises from the fact
that necessity is behind much of this in-
terdicted labor. If some means could
be devised whereby the women and
children of the etate could bs maln-
tained In homes In the good, old-fash-
foned way. the problem of such labar
would be greatly smplified. This belng
mandfesily Impossible, all that lawmak-
ers can do Is to throw such protection
in regard 1o hours suitablility of work

and sge around them as l8 possible

without trenching upon parental and
personal righta 1t is a sad commen-
tary upon humanity that such laws are
necessary for the protection of the weak
agulnst the avarice or the {rresponsibil-
ity of the strong. But, belng necessary,
It Is & credit to humanity when such
laws are demanded and enacted.

Portiand has secured the next meet-
Ing of the American Livesiock Associa-
tion, but—What are we going to do with
the many hundreds who will be here?
The hotel capacity of the city is taxed
to ils utmost by current business There
is scarcely a day when Inquirers are
not turned away, from the leading
hotels and there are few wuighte
when there are beds to spare even
In the lodging-houses. We are to have
&n exposition, too, In 1%S5—only two
years ahead—and by next year we shall
begin to feel the pressure of visitors as-
soclated in one way or another with
this great enterprise. What are we
golng to do with them? They will be-
long to the class which demands good
accommodations and will be content
with pothing elee; they will not be
picased If they find cramped and un-
comfortable quarters; It will not help
our exposition If the story shall gef
abroad that Portland Is not prepared to
make vistors comfortable, The situa-
tion 18 really serlous. We need more
hotel room—and we must have It if the
best results to the city and state are to
be gained by the exposition. The Peg-
isinture has just done ita part hand-
somely; now what Is Portiand golug to
do 0 make the gift of the state effect-
ive? The question presses for answer;
for, be It remembered, hotels sultable
to the requirements of clvilized men are
not 10 be created in a day,

While the Legislature la In the act of
amending the charter of the Oregon
towan of Milwaukee, or Miwaukie,
would it not be wise to make the spell-
ing of the corporate name agree with
the name of the postoffice? The post-
office I3 Milwaukee, the same as the
Wisconsin. city after which It was
named. Another correction that ought
to be made some time when the matter
I= up Is the postoffice or corporate pame
of The Dalles or Dalles City. The post-
office ia The Dalles, which, n speaking:
is frequently confused with the dnllea of
the Columbla River., The corporate
name is Dalles Clty. These variations
are not necesparily fatal to the sale of
real estate or merchandise, but they are
more or Jess ambiguous and confusing.
and they ought to be harmonized. To
& mind that thinks with mittens on It
doesn't make much difference, hut those
who value accuracy will recognlze the
wisdom of getting uniformity and con-
slstency In geographieal names.

There I8 reason In the appeal of the
people of Tillamook that harbor work
for which plans have been accepted and
funds provided shall go forward with-
out further delay. Not only does local
commerce feel the need of the work im-
mediately in view, but there are plans
for future work to which the pending
Improvement is preliminary; and It s
fegred that if this work remains unac-
complished and the money for it in the
hands of the engineers, it will stand In
the way of further appropriations
which are very much desired. It 1=
nearly a yvear since the lamt appropria-
tion became avallable, and the Tila-
mookers are mot able to understand
why the officers In charge do not get at
the work.

Oregon potato-growers should take
warning from the friendly volce of a
Californin buyer and the poor quality
of much of the last year's potato crop
and “change their seed.” 1t Is useless
o expect to keep up the quallty of Ore-
gon potatoes when the tubers are
planted year after year In the same
ground in which they grew. Bwapping
seed potatoes in a neighboriy way
would be of some benefit to the crop,
but It would be better still to buy po-
tatoes for planting In an outside mar-
ket

The policy that brings Utah eattle to
the Portiand market, while it sends
equally good cattle from Portland to
be slaughtered at Puget Sound, la not
one that contributes to the growth of
local industry. If prime Oregon cattle
are not worth 5 cents a pound ln Fort-
land when they are selling as high as
BY% n Kansas City and Omaha, and 6
cents In Chicago, why are they not?
Why are they not worth as much to
Portland slaughterers as to the siaugh-
terere of Puget Sound?

A lesson in a school reader of a past
generation, illustrative of the statement
that “every living thing seems to have
been ereated for the sole purpose of
preying upon ome another,” |® recalled
in the effort that found expression |ast
night in the meeting of dogowneras to
consider the proposition of bringing
bobwhite and Callfornia wvalley quail
to this state “because they are the best
birds for field trinle"

Many persors used to get incensed
with Representative Tongue because he
persisted In keeplag =aloof from  the
fierve ‘factional fight that has rent the
Republican party In Oregon for ten
yeara Possibly his sudden death fur-
nishes one clew to his moderation. It is
unlikely he had no warning of s phys-
fcal condition, The strenuous life has
its perils 1o hardworking men of scant
bodily exercise,

The superstition ahout the House pot
being & good stepping-stone ta the Sen-
ate ls mot working well these times,
Dolliver, Hopkins and Long are exam-
ples. McCrenry, also, 18 llkely to be
elected In Kentucky.

The effectiveness of the Multnomah
delegation. at Salem is almost If not
quite unprecedented. When before did
Portland get »0 much important legls
lation through in the first two weeks of
the session?

Colonel Lynch's conviction Is a good
revelation of what British justice thinks
of the antl. In this gountry Lhe creaf-
ure looks around for applause and a
laurel wreath.

Redress of § Sort De ded.
*  Pittsburg Dispatch,

There (s something radically wrong
when the most prosperous nation with the
Ereatest fue! resources finds iteeif in the
condition which the cold wave has placed
the United States. With hundreds of
thousands, If not milllons, In the great
citles suffering because coal 8 unech-
tainable, except at famine prices, there ls
an insisitent demand for iegal or legis-
lative redresm What I imperatively
needed s a popular agitation that will
compe] such action as wlll prevent a re-
currence of the same conditions. No mal-
ter what the result of the present arbitra-
tlon may be to miners and operators, it
cannot compensate th peopie for the suf-
fering now endured.

ELKINS' SPLENDID CHARITY

Philadelphia Ledger. .

As a Christmas gift to the Masonle
fraternity, Willlam L. Elkins Iast week
announced his intention to establish a
homea for the orphan daughters of Ma-
sans, The gift, which Is expected to reach
a milllon dollars, is the largeqt ever made
to any fraternal organisation In the
world, and the institution which Mr,
Elkins proposes to found and endow will
be without a parallel anywhere

The announcement of Mr. Elking' plan
was made by Generak Louls Wagner, a
past grand masger of Pennaylvania. 'The
accasion was, the annual dinner to the
residents of the home, and General Wag-
ner presided at the meeting, which was
held In the chapel, where he read the
fellowing letter:

“Philadeiphia. Dec. 23, 10C—My Dear
General Wagner: It has been in my
mind for a long time to provide a home
for the orphan girls of Masons, In order
to carry out the object, T have sl apart
n plece of ground which 1 own on the
northeast cormer of Broad and Bristol
stirents, and have had plans prepared,
which T send you herewlith, 1 had hoped
to have the matter fully consummated
before this time, but have beon unavoid-
ably delayed. However, I cannot let this
Christmas season go by without taking
such declsive action as Is In my power
to assure the carrying out of this inten-
tlon. 1 have, therefore, written you this
letter and send you the plans, and author-
ize you 1o make the announcement that
the lot has been given and the funds pro-
vided to erect the proposed bulldings., As
woon as [ am able to attend to the mptter
1 will make the proper arrangements and

arrunge the dstalls. Very truly yours,
William 'T.. Elkins.”
After reading Mr. Elking® letter, Gen-

eral Wagner presented the plans for the
Institution, which have been prepared by
Horace Trumbauer. They provide for a
central  administration  bullding- thres
stories high, with dormitories to the
norith and south connected by wings with
the administration bullding. In the main
bullding will be the offices, class rooms,
Ubraries, & hnil with a Iarge stage and
ronms for teachers. The dormitories will
be fitted up for the accommodation of 1M
girls, and the plans are so drawn as io
permit of an enlnrgoment at any time
without Interference with the architec-
tural scheme,

The lot given la bounded by Rroad, Bris.
tol and Cayugs streets, and York roafl
with a RBroad-sireet frontage of 50 foet
and a depth of ) feet. Its eastern front
looks out on Hunting Park. The contrac-
tors will begin work by April 1, 12

It & understood that to General Wagner
is due the credit of Inducing Mr. Elkins to
make the munificent gift, Mr. Elkins was
g0 muych Impressed with what he saw at
the Masonic home last year that he sald
that he would like to do something for the

fraternity. General Wagner, who Is a
trustee of Glrard College, told Mr. Elkins
that m'vhatz bhoys were betler taken care

of in this city at present than orphan-giris.
and that he could not do anything better
for the Masonie fraternity than provide a
Bome for orphan daughters of Masons, Mr.
Flkins accepted the sumgestion at once
and mald he would found an institution
which would be a credit to the clty a8 well
as to the Masonle fraternity.

In New York 2060 Years Ago.
New York Evening Post

Lots nesr the present Hanover sgquars
street was knnfm ({though why Is not ap-
parent) as “the'street of the graft.,"” Mul-
berry strect was not known then., A day
of prayer was met apart on account of
the prevalling fevers and also because “of
the rise of a people calied Quakers.”
Partridges were shot near Bowling Green.
C. Jansen, having & lease near the Bow-
ery, offered to give It up because “*he had
to ride two miles through a dense forest.”
The rent of a hatter's reafdence in Brideo
street was 3 gullders, six beaver skins,
and two fine hats. English plrates were
*very annoying to the city’s shipping.”

ere wasr o tapping (liquor seiling) after
the curfew toll at § o'clock st night
Negro sluves were hrought here by siave
ships. A good slave was valued at $280.
All Jewas were ordered out of the clty.
Burgomasters recelved a salary of $180 a
year. It was customary to have a poor
box at weddings. Pumpkins and water-
melonas were commeon in the city. It was
customary o examine by torture any man
accused of theft. A man convicted of
otealing cahbage from a neighbor was
sentenced o stand in the plllory with
onbjages on his head and to be banished
for five years. Bulldings were mostly of
wootd, and some were thatehed with reeds.

Piatt Will Not Sue.
New York Evening Post.

We are aslted If we are not afrald that
Platt will sue the Evening Post for libel
Our reply Ils (1) that we have uttered
no Wbel on Platt, and (2) that he never
suca for libel. The Tribune challenged
him to do so In its case, but its gage
was not plcked up by the boss, A year
ago, it Is true, there were violént asser-
tlons that Platt was golng to sue Me-
Clure’s Magagine. The article on him by
W. A. White, which it published, waa such
an irreverent and plain-spoken handling
of his public oureer that the outroged
Senator fell it to be his duty, ete, to
show reckless editors, ete., that there were
limita beyond which, ete. So Platt-In his
personul organ. But the suit waes not
brought. Perhapa Platt got an inkilng of
the eagerness of the lawyers on the other
sida L0 have him take the matter into
court, and of the armay of awkward evi-
dence with which they were ready to con-
front him AL any rate, after some
weelis of bluater, the Falthful One, the
Bun, announced on January 3, 12 that
Senator Platt had “declded not to sue
MoeClure's.” This shows us how well he
deserves Lls name, the Ensy Boes. He s
perfectly at eass under charges which,
:rr true, ought to drive him from publie
ife.

No Merey for the Merclless,

Chlicago News,

What do the coal operators think is go-
ing to be the effect of all thie? That
there have been extortionate practices In
the coal business and that some of the
Eastern operators, in particular, have de-
Iiberately undertaken to withhold a ne-
cesalty of life for the purpose of profit-
making i hardly to be doubted. The ope-
rators have opposed the enforcement of
laws which would interfere with thelr
misusa of their extraordinary powens over
both min»e and rallroads. They will not
brook the suggestlion that they be placed
under further restraint, no matter how
reasmonable. How long can they expect
this state of things to continue? “If in
anoiher Winter,” sald Judge Groeseup in
his addreas at the Hamilton Club dinner
Baturday nlght, "a situation such as ex-
lsts now with regard to coal should pre-
vall nothing could prevent an irresistibie
sentiment spreading over this state for
the public ownershlp of the bltuminous
coal fielda” Who will have been respon-
sible for this revoiutionary change—who
but the men who crested the comditions
that forced the people to demand it as a
measure of self-protection?

A Russian “Tribute.”
Utica Presa

Imitation is the tribute that mediocrity
pays the genlus. It Is snnounced that
Russian merchants and a syndicate of
Chinese denlers have agreed that Russiun
cotton clotha for the Chinese trade shall
be made In imitation of American cottons
and passed off as Amerlean goods. They
propose even to imitate our brands on
sheetinge, drills and other clothe, The
Russian manufacturers will probably de-
rive some advantage by this proceeding,

but It will be Itk t
oy ely to prove disastrous in

L
May Teach a Useful Lesdon,
Minnenpolis Journal

The conl famine has proved that to
draw Natlonal lines across the conl trade
ks to work m grievous wrong to the people
of both countries. It will probably glve
us reciprocity in coal, and It may serve
ar o reminder that peclprocity In other
articles s as reasonable and desirable as
reciprocity in coal

“ILL FARES THE LAND.”

New York Times.

In the course of the recent rather ram.
bling tulk |n the Senate on the general
£ubject of “trusts.’” severalof the speak-
ers have adorned their remarks with the
familiar iines of the “Deesrted Villlnge':
1IN fares the land, to hast'ning (ils o prey,
Where wealth asvumulates, and men decay.

It 18 the apparent opinton of some of
the gentlemen who legislate for the Re-
publle in retuyrm for a salnry that thelr
grandfathers would have regarded as the
revenue of a Prince that these lHnes de-
scribe the fate that awalits America If
something b not promptly done to check
the process of accumulation on the one
hand and decny on the other. We cannot
agree with them. In the first place, the
writer of the poem In which the lines oc-
cur ls not recognized as an authority of
the fArst class in economles or even in
the les= pructical branch of thought, po-

litieal philesophy. Poor Ollver Gold-
smith had a4 wesalth of Imagination, an
almoat faultless taste, a happy Mmculty

of getting himself beloved, and a hope-
less incapacily to make bhoth ends meet
or to see clearly the conanection between
promis# and payment. Neither his studies
nor his personsl experiences fitted him
for the development of economie theorles,
and when he penned the swelling lines
that roll so Impressively from Sonatsrinl
lips he renlly had nothing more definite
in mind than to deplore, In mpark-table
thyine, the decas of the Engilsh peasan-
try. This Is cvident from the remaining
lires of the passage:
Princes nnd lends may flourish, or may fade—
A breath can make them as a breath has made;
Pt a bold peasantry, thelr country's pride.
When onoe destroy'd, can never be supplied.
Pussibly even the carcless Irishman
would have perceived that the first coup-
let, standing LYy ltself, was pbsurd, while
it win neat enough as the prelude to the
sentiment he wished to express as to the
ponmints who formerly dweit In the “de-
serted village.' Except In poetry, It is
not permitted to say that wealth can ac-
cumulate and men, who are the sole
makers of wealth, decay. The two l_hlnd-
eannol go on at the same time, Wealth
is but the product of men's activity ap-
plied to natugal resources and when the
activity comses or declines the produect
tendls to dwindie. For a short time, It s
eoncelvable, the wealth of a few might
inerease while the vigor and the comfort
of the many should lessen, but It could
not last long. On the other hand, nothing
Is more sure than the steady and contin-
uous erention of wealth by a strong, grow-
ing. active people—of whith fact the Sen-
ators to the contrary notwithstanding, our
oWy land is n striking proof.

The Former Sons of Calamity.
New York Sun.

One by one, the sons of calamity get
tangled up with the octopus and iet the
prosperity  baclllus .undermine th‘-t_r he-
role principles. The Hon Jacob Coxey,
of the Irregular army, O, has been a
man of corporntions und & blonted bond-
holder for years. Hogx, Towne and Bryan
aro plethorie of purse. And here is our
old Greenbscker and Popullst friend,
General James B. Weaver, of Iowa, a
stntesman whoee apparently invincible
dlabellef In the hunt for happiness has
long kept allve our Interost in his for-
tunes. Alus, he, too, is fallen. Acconi-
Ing to an esteemesd Iowa contemporary,
he has gone to Sour Lake, Tex., as presi-
doent of an ofl eompany., Sour Lake has a
name caongenial to the old Weaver, but wa
fear that the new Weaver in destined to
be an optimist and perhape a millionaire.

State Restraint on Loan Sharks,

Atlania Constitution.

The approaching session of tha Bouth
Carolina Legislaturs In to wilness a con-
certed effort on the part of employers of
laborers, especially In factories, to secur:
Ithe passage of a drastic law for the pun-
whment of those who commit the Inlgui-
ties that now wecompany the system of
short salary lowns. That publis opinion
has beenn revolted by the sad stories of ex-
tortion tald by the victlme of the loan
sharks 1s a good #gn of altruistic con-
sclence coming to the rescue of a bad mit-
uation. And that situation Is not con-
fined to South Carolina eities, but b wide-
spread throughout the Unlon,

Grent Britain and Germany.
Contemporary Review.
Germany can never be our friend. Eco.
nomically, because she bas the same alms
as we have, and is propelled forward by
the same economle motor forcea: polltl-
cally, becausa of her position)betweeen
France and Russin: psychologionlly, be-
cause the German people are by nature
epvious, hostile to England, and tend to
tecome more s0. The Pan-Germanie idea,
a8 yet In its Infancy, ls no idle chimers.
Could Germany erush us she would, We
must meet her with her own weapons,
which are these: Hralns, sclence, thor-
cughneas, Above nll, our fleet must bo

invincible.

Colored Officers Im the Army.
Washington Post

Our colored friends are now Insisting
that they are entitled to commisglons In
the Army. We do not wonder, The argu-
ment k& unanswernble, If they are ft to
be enllectors at blg ports like Charleston
and assistant district attorneys In great
citieg like Boston, why should they not
be officers In the Army, or, for that
matter, In the Navy also? With this
proposition they are now attacking the
President, the Secretary of War, tha Ad-
Jutant-General, Mr. Hull, 'the chalrman
of the House nillitary committes, and
heaven knows how many more besldes.

Cause of Munieipal Corraption,
8t. Louls Republic
Reaponsibility for municipal corruption
reets in a majority of cazes with the pub-
lle. Now and then an honest man be-
comes dishonest after slection, but &s a
rile voters know candidatea well enough
to enst thelr ballota Intelligently. The
characters, propenaities and affiliations of
candidates usually are open for gencral
review. Seldom, too, ls wrongdolng con-
cealed, Almoat by Intultion the publle
gauges motives back of the acls of its
servants. The public is rarely decslved for

a conslderable length of time.

Led In a Pralseworthy Reform,
Milwaukee Wisconsin.,
Wisconsin was the first siate In the
Nation to give married women the abso-
Inte econtrol over thelr own property.
Fifty-five years ago, when this radical
chacge was Incorporated in our constitu-
tion, it wns thought by many to be a
dangerous and*® extreme reform, and yaot
that grand step has since beon followed
by nearly every state In the Union, and
no one now says it was & premature and

unwise law.

A Disecord in Two Fiats.
Charles Ruxicn Golog fn February Smart Set,
(b, mother moat dear, what wild noise do I

hoar? .
Oh, haste—T am deadly afrald!
Foe It sounds like the rell of & howirser shell
And the charge of & mounted brigade,

Or the curses that swell from the demcns in
An lhﬂi? victis are ropsted and fayed !
*Paane, child: ‘tis the tread In the flat over-
hend, a

And the volee of the new Irish mald
h mnther, the wall—ses, it threatens tn
fall!
Tt shakes ke the laaf ere “tis shed!
And the fAeors—how they sway!
wrath of Pelee—
A biast from the Isle of the Dead!
“Tis the great Judgment dny—s5, be near me,
I pray.
For the ceiling comen down oo my head!
“Peace, chlid; they but move In the Gat up
mbove,
And tet down thelr new folding-bed '

Tiz the

“Oh, mother! that wall, like the ghost in the
Eale—
A ghost that is amished and bHitnd!
How It keens and it erles! How it shivers
and dies
And gabhles and shricka o the wind?
“Tis the banshes that cries, and 1 fear my de-
mjee—""
But the mother had leaped Hke o himd,
For that Janitor's call to the tube in the hall,

It behooved ber mast humbly to mind!

NOTE AND COMMENT

Well, the agon:_il almost over at
Olympia, anyway.

Russell Sage has got a valet, but what
the vnlot gets we have yot to learn.

Emperor Willlam is golng to have a
newspaper to volee his views. Il be a
busy sheet.

Oregon I8 to have two new regiments

of 12 companies each. Now wiil Kalser
Bill be good?

The school teachers of Kansas are koing
to organize a union, and now We suppase
there will be a wisdom trust.

Willlam J. Bryan s now making
' speoches in Texas, and those Beaumont
| gunhers doubtless regard him with inter-
| est.

| It we don’t get another bunch of stars
In the flag it will not be through any In-
activity on the part of United States Sen-
ator Quay.

Germany has been dolng a whole lot of
shooting in Venezueln, but she was care-
ful to pick out a town where President
Castro doesn't resikle,

The special New Yenr's number of the
Seattle Bulletin is a most attractive pubil~
eation, and Ita makers have resson to be
proud of their first ¢ffort In this line

It wasn't until President Roosevelt re-
tumed to Washington and more than Hod
miles of space separted them that the
editors of the Democratic newspapers In
Mississippi began to call him names.

A woman was convieted of larceny at
Jingo, Mo, recently by wearing @ stolen
hat to church. She might bhave known
that would be the one place of all others
where all the other women would detect
hes.

THe papers are publishing numerous di=
rectionk telllng people how to save coal
Now, if gome one will supplement this
advice with trustworthy information as
to how to getl coil o long-felt want will
be flled.

—

In Joplin the telephone girls went out on a
strike, their chinf grievance being that the wu-
perintendent callsd them pet names.—Kansas
City Star.

What we call ‘em In Portland, occa-
slonally, has kept us from having any
such dificulty up to date.

This thing of gunning for editora s be-
coming altogether too fashionable. Some
of these days the editors will forget that
the pen Is a heftier weapon than those
handied by the men who come alter them
and will lay hold on something with more
material welght.

In his article on the co-operntive town
af Greeley, Colo., In Harper's Magazine for
February, Professor Richard T. Ely com-
ments on the differing social conditions In
the East and West:

“The farther West one goes, the more
democrtic becomes society,” sayvs Profes-
sor Hly. "1 must confess that 1 did not
understand true Americanism, in one of
it phuses at least, until I got far away
fromm the Atlantic Coast. Coming to Mad-
‘aon, Wis,, from Baltimore, Md., the free-
dom of intéercourse between all economic
clisses and men of the widest divergence
of wenlth nnd ntellect attracted my at-
tention; but there are social differences
even (n Madison which would be scofned
In & pince like Greeley. Anything like
aristoeracy seems to be absolutely un-
known in Greeley, unless it is the aris-
toeracy of personal merit.”

To llustrate how far wrong one mny
go in trying to estimate the goods and
flls In another man's life, o speaker at a
recent public dinner told this story. Two
men met at a college reunfon after 5
years, They had been close friends In
the old days, but had lost sight of each
other since.

“Well, BII™

“Well, Charley™

“Tell me about yourseif. Where have
you been and what have you done? What
has your life been =all this quarter of &
cemtury ™

“Well, Charley,” sald Bill, reflactively
and somewhat sadly, “I'm about where 1
wis when I stiarted oot 26 years ago.'

“That soT™"

*Yes, just about in the same place.”

“Hut something must have happened to
you ™

*“Yes, I've been married.””

“Thut s good.™

“Well, I don't know. She turned out to
be & terrible shrew.™

**That's bad™

well, 1 don't know. Thers was one
commpensation; she was rich.”

“That's good.”

“welll, I dont know. She was also
stingy.”

“That's bad.”

*wWell, I'm not so sure.
Just™

»That's gool ™

wwall, yes, I suppose so. But she dled.™

“That's bad"” ]

swell, T don't know. She jeft a great
deal of money.”

“0¢ course. That was—well, money is an
—advantoge."”

wyes. it certainly 1s; but she didn’t leave
mé any.” .

“That's bad.” .

“well. it might bave been worse. Sh
left me & fine house.”™

*That's good.”

“Yes that was good—while It lusted,
but the hotse burned.”

*That's too bad.™
w¥es, that was bad It wasn't insured,

either. S0 I'm just where I was when I
started.”

Bhe wes always

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

fhe—Dear, you have crushed and almost
suffocated me. What kind of & hug do you
eall that? He—Thal’s a Metropolitan Streot
Ballway hug.—Life.

wWhat makes Cholly so stuck wp?' “Ha
has beon sued for breach of promise, and the
damage Is sat at $25,000. Cholly never im-
agiced he was so valuable.”" —Puck.

“look ot the crowd of women golng Into
Mra Cabbie's house. What's the attraction™
“Detraction. The sewing circle mests hers
toidny. ' —Phlladelphia Presa,

“Yea, 1 know him siightly. He alwayn im-
presses ma am being rather g hard man.'”
“Hard? Say, that man can dull & knife by
just carrying 1t in his  pocket!"—Chicago
Tritune.

“Quesr peosle this'" sald the rural editor.
“In what way™ "Well, T merely advised
them to give the new AMayor plenty of mpe,
and—blesa my sounl—tihey lynched him!—A:-
lanta Constitution.

“"Don't the (ruwts cause you any uneasi-
ness ™  ““Not the slightest,' agswernd Sena-
tor Sorghum. 1 see no rexson to apprebend
that they will not go an paying salaries and
dividéngis as usual"—-Washington Star.

“Young man,” said the pompous (ntividual,
“T did not always have this carriage. When
T firdt started In !fe | %2ad to walk™ “‘You
wore Tucky.”” chuckled the youth ““When I
first matted in Mie I coulln't walk.' —Ché
cugo Duily News,

"“This fishin' fever meems to be contagious,™
sald the strunger, noting the long row of
anglers perched upon the creek bank. “"Yes,

1t's contagious, all right.,"' said the man who
had been flshing four hours without a nibbils,
“but oot keichin'."—Baltimore American




