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,"Su’.. I have an uncle in the United
Btates whom 1 expect bere
shortly, rich enough to buy you
out and send you all packing."

An American had exploded {n the pres-
ence of Dr. John McLoughlin, British
Governor of Oregon. The Doctor’s kindly
face reddencd within its silver fringe
of nearly 0 Winters. His staff smote the
ground spasmodically.

*T'm glad to hoar it, Mr, Wood., What's
your uncle's name, Mr. Wood? 1 should
Hke to know him. Mr. Wood*

“HBa name Uncle Sam, and I hope
you'll know him."”

The Doctor couldn’t understand those
Americans—thoy were =0 bold, so inde-
pendent, s» self-assertive There were
many outburs ke this of 1841, but as
prophecies t wrre Cassandra-like. The
British autocrat of the North Pacific did

not yet percelve
floence. He T
of home-bullder
Years more, w

the £bb of English in-
not see the swelling tide
that In one year, two
| sweep the English out
of Oregon forever. The Doctor had delved
into the past further than the Pharaohs
And found nothing to ruggest the coming
of the tide,

Just a lttle while before thie episode,
the Americans in Oregon had tried to
form a governmeni, but Pritlsh inflo-
enpte had thwarted them. Hardly more
thin 1 of these plonecers clustered In
the Willamette Valley., Bach was an
mitome of the evolutionary procesa which
had made his race the salt of all the
sarth. Thousands of herolc men and
women stamped with the same racial em-
blem were In a lttle while to press
aguinst and over the crest of the contl.
oent.

The finger of God polnted westward.
The Oregon trall in three more Sum-
mers was to be the greatest highway of
the world, The esarth would turn but
twice again before American instinct had
triumphed in & government and bullt a
lasting monument to fis genius, It would
whir] but five full clrcles more untll
England had surrenfdercd Oregon. A re.
public just 70 yeirs of age would open
sz Western portals to the Eastern ave-
Dues of the Orlent. It would do this by
pocupation, not LY war.
been left to settlement,
ploneers would settle the title. Out of
Ibe Jand secured, three commonwealths
‘would be wrought, within the memory of
Bving men. Wood's prophecy would come
true,

Prophecy Come True,

With the episode above, history turnaed,
The Natlon drove the Government to
Oragon ond made It take pommsession of
the legacy on the Pacific. This reglon
then was occupled by savages, English
fur-hunters, misslonaries and & few Amer-
lonn settlers. The @ years since then
‘have been n period of scitlement and of
progress. In all this time the Jand of
Oregon has acquired 1500000 people. And
now another flow of immigration has be-
fgun. In another & wyears will Oregon
more than double Its inhabitants?

The history of Oregon ls & record of
Blscovery. First, the iand itself was
found. It lay directly in the path to

for the Orient. Alwiys since, the con.
Jtemis of the land have bheen the objerts
of discovery. The search continues now
and always will. The constant e!m to-
day Ip 1o find new openings for Indus-
try.
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The quest at first gave furs, then
frults of agriculture. The fur industry
- 1% gome, but the other I= the primal else
meni of present-day activity. From agri-
culture his come an industrial growth
widely differentinted and becoming more
reomplex. Lewis and Clork almost starved
in Oregon 97 years nge. Now a milllon
and a half of people presper on the hounty
of Nature snd of white man's art. 8o
many civilized belngs have replaced W,.

- W0 savages

Oregon's fabric of socla! organizstion
s essentially a product of itz Industrial
growth. Time enovgh has passed to
. “ahow ihe general lines of evolutionary
' jtoesss. The record of this process Is a
source of pride to Oregonians, And if

"7.,'“ Md not know thelr history, how

much better off would they be than if
" “thoy had no history?

. Evolutionary Motives.

~ Means of livelibood offer prime motives
10 soclal evelution. They prepare the
Wy for integration of communities. In-
" dlvidugin aggregate nceording to sparse-

. Nemd or abundance of the means of lve.

. Whood. Howeser strong the soclal in-

g{‘ ptinet, it is weaker than the instinct of

pelf-preservation. But abundagnce of re.
sourees i not glone suflicient in an iso-
“isted community for nourishing a soclal
 bogiy—thare must be varlety =0 as to
. &fford interchamge of enjoyments wuntil
more artificial sources of varisty have
 8aveloped from the few.

abundance and warléty pf  resources
Each of these three factors left its
stamp on the character of the people.
Jsoluation gave ibe public mind a provin-
clal characier. Abundance made the plo-
peers easy-going. lncking stir and vigor.
im enabiled them to get & ready

Indin and It came from the vague goest |

Oregon was remote, but It had bothl

perriarssssssrsssrrseep e

The title bad |
and American |

living by employing many rmumn'
sluggishly, rather than a few strenuous- |
ly. The character of Oregon, therefore,
while serlous 'and determined, was fiag- |
ging and lethargic. But the ojd nros:
burned though they smouldered Old
forees still were potent, yet were latent
When occasion came, old fires, old forces
then returned as vigorously as before
The carly features mre golng from the
face of Oregon. Rallroads have re-
moved Isolation. New Infustrial methodns |
are bringing variety out of the few most
abundant resouroes, Newcomers Are
leavening conservatism, and Old Oregon
is golng fast. Soon It will lve ﬂnly!
In the fireside tales of the cohildren nl‘i
plonoers and in musty archives. The half
a century ago, once so new andl fresh, |
will repose in dusty, ponderous tomes

Industry Begins, |

The Industrial lUfe of Oregon and the |
politien] 1ife of the United States begpan !
about the same time. In 1T Captain |
James Cook, a British navigator, ex-
amined the Oregon coast and leirned
about its fur resources. The knowledge
he acquired stimulated explorations in
the North Pacific and many vesssls mnde
voyages hither in the npext 14 years. The
discovery of the Columbia River by Rob.
ert Gray, an American, was a conssquence
of Cook's voyage. This discovery gave
Oregon tn the Unlted States,

Cook's voyrge supplled the world with
the first accurate knowledge of the reia-
tiop of the American Continent to Asia.
He demonstrated that the two bodles of
innd were speparate and showed acou-
ritely the breadth of America. He proved
the Straits of Anlan to be a myth, Cook's
contribution to gpeographlcal knowledge
marks & most importint mllestone of
history. Huat his cxplomations did not
glve England priority claim to Oregon.
for the Spaniirds preceded him 100 v

A PROPHECY IN 1823.

Words of Francis Baylies, United
States Senator of Massachusetts,
About Oregon in 1823,

the

Der sarural bsundary Is PFacific

Oconn. The swelling tide of our popu-
Iation must and will roll on untl] that
mighty ocean inierposss Its waters and

Then,
shores,
L]

Hmits our territorial emplre
with two ooeans washing cur
the comimercial wealth of the world
ours, and imagination emn harfly eo
oblve the preatnesa, the grandeur and
the power thet awsit us
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In the 16th century they made many |
voyages north from Central Americon In
eearch of the Stralts of Anian, Juan de

Fuca Is sald to have reached the Intl-
tude of Gray's Harbor In 152 Fonte s
meported to have =:xiled the intitude
of Quaen Charlotte Isiand In 1640, Peres
is fabled to have discovered the Btralt
of Juan de Puca In 1774 Heceta In 1776
probably sighted the mouth of the Colum-
bia River. Bodego and Maurelle reached
the southwest cosst of Alssk: In ITO
Bpanish claims extendod northward to 55 |
deg., above Queen Chariotte Isiand. and
Russlan ciaims reachsd southward to the
same paraliel. Out of the scquisition of|
Bpanish clatma by the United Sl.alﬂ|
in 1815 and out of the treaty of 154 with
Russia, whereby that nation defined Iu|
southern boundary to be 5 deg.
min., came the cry, “Fifty-four forty
or fight,” und the danger of war be-
tween Engiand and the United States

British claims rested on assumption and
occupation and the imabllity of Bpain,
Fussia and the United Btates to exclude
that nation. Drake in 1579 had veached
only the southern boundary of Oregon,
The explarations of Cook In 1778, Meares |
In IT8 and Vancouver In 192 gave no
valld titie beocnuse Spankh and Russlan
navigators had preceded them.

The First American Ploneer.

John Ledyard was the ploncer Amerl-
can on the Pacific. He accompanied Cook
and was afterward very eager to got
Americans Into the fur trade. To him
were due probably the voyage of Captaln
Gray and thus, Indirectly, the discovery
of the Columbia by that navigator. Lad-
¥ard tried wvalnly to enlist the capital
of wealthy men of Bosxton, New York,
Philadeiphin and New Haven In a fur
enterprise. But the risks were eon-
sidered too great, nd besides Led-
yard was looked upon as & vislonury.
Meanwhile English and Russian enter-
prise was gathering a golden harvest by
sacuring furs opn the Oregon const and
selling them in the Orfent. The profits
were enormoun, sometimes 000 per cent,
Finally Boston merchants sent Captain
Gray to enter the trade. The venturs
was highly successful, snd Gray's vessel,
the Columbla, wne the first American
ship to circumnavigate the globe. More-
over, It added to the United States an
empire. By mere chance this good for-
tune came. Meares in 1788 hnd denled
the existence of the river which Heocets
named San Rogue. Vancouver in 1782
UkEwise pooh-poohed the notion of a riv.
er. Just two weeks after he salled past
the mouth of the river, Grey enterod.
Vancouver was a sclentific navigator;
Gray was a practical one. This difference
made Oregon American.

The great “River of the West” woa
thus discovered, the river which mo long
bad been the subject of many a myth
and fable, the river of which Jonathan
Carver 2000 miles eastwird had heard in
Inflan legend and tradition. Fable and
tradition had been the forerunners otl
discovery. They had made the “Oregon” |
to roll unto the event sun into a “great
salt sos.” The river emerged from
shadows’ of tradition, but “Oregon™ re-
maing today unvelled, paat finding out.

The British Take Asntorin,

“is this the fort about which I have
bsard o much? D-n me, bot I'd batter
it down in two bours with a four-
pounder.”™ |

Thus Engilsk Captaln Block cooked his |
spleen. The Briush warshlp Ruiccoon
bad just appeared before Astorin. Some
time before the Americans hed sold the
post to the Northwest Company. The |
United States and England were then at
war. Johm Jacob Astor had endeavored |
to win the fur trade of Oregon.

Captain Black was angry; and ne won-
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| which gave up all their wealth Into the |

! well-regulsted trade,” he sald

nm

der.
plunder the American port and had se-
cured—not even a single beaver skin.
The founding of Ast*orin In 1811 marked
enother milestone In the Industrial prog-
ress of Oregon. Five waars hefore Lewis
and Clark had spent the Winter at Fort
Ciatsop. Their explorations resulted In
the coming of Captaln Winship In 1510
and them the Astors, As Cook's vovage
i» the first chapter of the industrial Tife
of Oregon, #0 the wvisit of Lewis and
Clark I= the second and the coming of
the Astors the third, The fur trade
then became the possession of the Brit-
lsh, who held It just as long ms it en-

dured, nearly 4 years For over 2
years, untl the American misslonaries
came, the country yilelded omily fura, |

coffers of the British. Other resourcen
lay uncovered. The fur hunter and the |
savage subslated on the land, none else
Alexzander MacKenzie had peen nls:-];-.‘
He outlined the plan 3 years before As.
toria fell, by which the Brittsh mnnnpn.‘
|
|

lized the Columbla. "American adven- |
turers will Instantly dlsappear before & |
This was
after he had pushed across the continent
to the ocean in 1798, the first white man
to traverse America north of the Sganish
o Escsginns

deffernon Sasw the Way. |
Jefferson's prescience had forescon the |
posaibllities of the fur trade. Moreover, |
he was eager o gain a foothold on the |
Pacific. When he wis Minister to Franece
he had suggested to Ledyard the jour-
ney across Asia to America. Andre Mi-
chaux had been ment out at the Instance
of Jefferson by the American Philosoph-
lenl Soclety in 1792 to explore Lowisiana
and Oregon; but had peen turned back
by French authoritles. When, as Pres!-
dent, Jeffersan bought Loulslana, he set
about to realize his desmire. Lew's and
Clark were sent to explore the new pos-
sesglon nnd Oregon. They were none too
After them went explorers of the
Northwest Company, who got no further

so0n

than the Maondana., Fraser, In the serv.
lee of the same company, followed (o
the mea in 188 the 1lver which now

bemrs his name Lewis and Clark first
uncoversd the interfor resources of
gon. Their achlevement is without par-
allel In Wstory. Thelr journal will stand
forever as A monument to thelr genlus,

The reader now has made the circle
back to Astoria. Astor's enterprise was
but _one of meny that followed In the
wake of the Loulasmna purchase and Lewis
and Clark's journey, but It was the bold-
tst. At this time begain the great Ameri-
can fur trade, which lasted 30 years. This
trade opened the way for settlement with
grographieal Rnowledge, snd suppiled the '
motlves which bound Orcgon Inseparably
to the (Tnlom

Astaor's project wae bold and well-con-
celved, Teo this day It stands unassilled
for fta shrewdness and far-sightedness
China and Russia were greedy for furs
American fur enterprises were reaping
rich profits east of the Roclkdes. If every-
body In the venture had been true It
would have succeaded. Duncan Me-
Dougal was the chlef betrayer. The Brit-
Ith flag Niunted In the breese where
once had waved the Stars and Btripee,
McDougnl was the son-in-law of the proud
Chinook sachem, Concomly. Sadly the
Indian shook his head. His daughter had
married not & great warrior, but a squaw.

Had Astor won. might not the English
have been shut out from the Pacifie?
Might not Americans have occupled up to
Russian possesalons and without a fight*
A gloricos opportunity was this that As-
tor proffered. Fallure of the Nation to
grasp It s one of the most lamentable
shortcomings of American statesmanahip
This faliure was almost the price of
Oregon.

The Britiah Now the Masters.
The Britieh now were absolute masters,

They developed but one resource in the 50
years of thelr dominlon—furs. The oth-

Ore-

G PRESS ~
AT LAPWAI IN 1830

| tern,
l in trade lor necessaries of existence, This
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Hudson's Bay Company was perhaps the
most closely knit monopoly that hes ever
lived. Its control of natives and em-
ployes was remarkable. Management, of
Its business and conservation of the
fur rescurces testify to its sagacity.
Its posts were the commercial cen-
whither fowed all surplus wealth

great Incubus could smother any Amerl-
can wha sought trade In Oregon. But
the eplsode with which thls article be-
gins shows change. Amerfeans of an-
other cluss were coming, They were

f

GOYERNORS OF OREGON.
George Abernethy .. ...cvinensre 184540
Joveph Lane ..........s . L1840-To
Klntxing Pritchett ........0cnveenn

John P, Galnes
Joarph Lanpe
George L. Curry ..
John W. Davis
Geurge Lo CUrry........
Jokn Whiteaker

A Gibbs .....
George L. Woods ..
La Fayette Grover ..
Etephen F, Chadwick ..
W. W. Thayer
L F. Moody

Sylvester Pennoyer
Wilillam Palne Lord .
Thecdose T. Geer
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bringing here the home,

of mocial organlzation. Within n decad
after the first was planted British In-
fluence had succumbed. The heterogene-
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the comer-stons

Te

ous clements of life the Hritish had in-
stalled gave way to the homogencous so-
clal organization. The English could de.

stroy the American trader, but the Amer-
fran farmer was more than a mgtch for
the Incubus. To save thelr influence, tha

Hritish resorted to agricultural colonles, |

but they couid not meet the democratia
Industriz]l methods of Americans. Jason
Leo In 183 and Marcus Whitman In 1836
had been harbingers of change. -
The Turning Polnt of Oregon.
Thus came another evolutionary stage.

The transition brought a radical improve-

ment In indostrial Ufe. , Dormant re-
sources were cilled to belng. The prophesy
of Jason Lee began to verify Isalf: It
may be thought that Oregon is of Hitle
importance, but, rely upon I, there s
the germ of a great state™ L]

Lee's prophecy, as years have fled, haa
operied more and more.
expand as tlme rolls on. It holds 3 germ
already grown magnificent., but destined
still to grow and to become ns great as
Cregon.

The fertlle lands of Oregon responded
génerously
The Britlsh could not keep thls truth
concealed. On French Pralrie, at Van-
couver, on the Cowlltx, on Wapato Island.
and at Whalllatpu, the soll gave steady
harvesta. The news spresd Eastward
through Missourl, Kentucky and Tennes-
see to the Atlantie seaboard and the

halls of Congrens. The Government sent |

agents to spy out the land, who saw the
land was good,

An army of intrepld men and women
came to win the land of promise. En-

dowed with courage and with optimisem, |

they brought across the continent ideals
wherewith to bulld a socinl structure.
A region opening on the sea and to the
Orfent quickened purpose and Imagina-
tion. From the frontler of the West
came tillers of the soil, heirs of all the
ages that lay back of the republle. New
England. whence had come the men who
pointed the early way to Oregon, sent
dstermined empire-bullders to become the
merchants of the country. These two
elements started the Oregon of today.
Even still, a llne of demircation draws

Its meaning wili |

to the touch of agriculture, |

He bad salled from Valparaiso to ; dispossess the Indlans must be driven out. ;| Had she held off 10 years longer, might

=h
L~

have lost
And it

10 vears

not

.

her frontage on the
had assented to A
soomer might not the
Columbia be her southern boundary?
The conflict forms 1 bitter chapter; yet

aba

bour

wary

it imuinted socinl energles In the then
formative stage. For 10 years after the
treaty, party rancor was fed by petty
local disputes, Pritish influence formed
one subjecl of animosity: mission Influ-
ence another; the guestion of statehood
and Whig territorial pointments an-
other: the locatlon of the cepital =still
another. Not until after the Indinn wars
of 155-6 Jid the people of Oregon anlign

themselves on Nntlonnl lssues, Then be-
gan Jdisintes of Democracy M the
t=ssuen of sl ¢ and pe won. Oregon
was Iy Democratic, Most
of its had come from Demncratic
sintes of the Misslexinp! Velley., But rhew

were resalyed to have no slavery in Ore-

gon, and equally determined against free
Negrons,

The Coxt

And the ¢

! The fou 3

accumulations of

the mounds an

Iy

of Oregon,
vt n?
wiped out
Each year
by the trafl
inereasing of milsery,
and dexth left marks unnum-
ber Abnndoned wagons, skeletons of
| horses and of oxen, vestiges of sfvagery,

of Oregon—wimt was
he platns"
etime.

seadboards

a

t tales

showed how dear was the price of Ore-
gon Many familles renched thelr goal
with courage as thelr only asset.” They
freqquently Hved on =alled salmon and
bolled wheat, and while harvesiing thelr

first orop went without hat cor shoen
The motly f this movement will never
be understond. It was unconsclous then,
for It was but x 1 impuise that had
pushed the race always Westwanl. Even
now the journey le a dream to plonecrs
and a fable to thelr chilMdren. Some day,
for the written record, it will be as

egend or traditlon, Romance and poetry
and fictlon will weave thelr grace aboaot
it and sorround it with a hale of !magl-
nat charm

At Iast In 18§ Congress brought the
young eolony wier the Nnatlonal negis,
Not more ti 12005 whitea were In all
Oregon Thelr cor lon was pathstic.
But climate used them kindly and the
woid | yielded sustenance, Yet thera
w entire lock of the luxuries which In
the!r former homes wrre necessaries.
They the Middle West bacnuse
they could n got markets for their
products, Oregon suffered Iindustrial de-
pression for the same reason and the

Orlent had falled to open its gates, These

were the days of lron, before the days
of gold
The standani of wvalue had been the

beaver skin: now It waa the bushel of
wheat, for no metalilc money was In elr-

culntion untll the “Beaver” coins were
 struck In M9 The only markets woere
Hudson's Bay poats, which conld not uec
the surplus. Granaries, flour mills and

Iimher mills were averstocked. The hest
familles and drank from tin plates
and cups; many children atténded school

ate

dress In but a single garment made of
coarse cotton sheeting dyed with cop-
perns. In the Cavuse war women had

1 thelr only sheots for shirts for their
bands, Some woman dreased In buck-
skin and judges presided at court in blus
ghirt=s and hare foet. In the whole terrl.
tory there was not n single span of
horses hames=ad to 3 wagon. Yet. In this
sad plight., they had fought thelr fArst
war with the savages and had sent their
moldiers miles away to war against
the Cayuses after the massacre df Whit-
man.

am

Sirife With Indians.

Relations with the Indlans were much
the same as in other parts of Amerion.
Wars grew out of the universal lmpossi-
bility of harmonious contact between the
y red and white races. The Indian wars of
Oregon were not, however, as sxhausting
upon the resources of the whites as In
many parts of America., In the Willam-
elite Valley, Where most of the gettlers
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ers they passed over, Americans tried toT
gt a foothold but could mot. The at-|
tempts of Nathanlel Wyeth In 1§32-3 and |
1834-5 falled in the face of pliiless con:l-|
petition. Captaln Bonneville had to re-
tire from the country In 1834 or starve to l
death. The Hudson's Bay Company had
absorbed the Northwest Fur Company In
181 and had become & coloesal monopoly,
Over Oregon. it held absolute dominjon.
Dr. Mcloughlin, its chief factor, has
the powers of a despot at Vancouver, |

The Industrial life of Oregon In thh!
period was extremely narrow. The profits |
of the fur trade required barbariem. |
Within the forts the Ught of culture might |
burn brightly, but the land without must |
b# buried in the gloom of savigery. Furs |
must be the exclusive fruit of the coun- |
try. Community life must not be eon-
couraged Soclal development must be |
restrained. Peace with the Indians must |
be malntained. Troublesbearing Amerl- |
cans

between them—a soclological pecullarity
of the commonwealth, Both bulit thely
homes and here have stayed, the weavers
of n soclal fabric that eadures today.
Oregon before had languished: now
Erew.
Oregon Was Won Slowly.

But the transitlon was achieved not In
& day, por in a year. Dritish interests
dld not vanish all at once, even
the boundary settlement treaty of 1546
They had held aloof from the provisional
Eovernment until constrained to acknow!-
olge its authority by danger of war
Had English been nas ovarbearing as

Americans. conflict certalnly would have |
The mpirip of 1778 was strong In |

come.
the settlers; they looked upon the Eng-
lish as the enemies of [iberty.

before 1560 located homes, there was no
contest at ail, owing to the decayed con-
ditlon of the aboriginals and their pow-
ericssnoss to resist the whites. Whit-
man took up bls abode among n powerfu!

| iribe, the Cayuses, and his lifte was the

| forfelt.

aiter |

For over 3 years England had refused |

to wettle the boundary questlon, for she
sought advantage In delay. At first she
did gain ground, but she had not reck.

A costly war ensped
verest In the history of Oregon.
The savages at first bad weicomed the
whites. They saw the superior com-
forts of civilization and thought that they
could attain them by following the in-
structions of the newcomers. They did
noat know that thousands of yedrs of

the se-

| explored diligently

th

out in 1558, in which nearly all e
tribea jolped forces- The Territory of
Washington, formed in 1583, suffered more
than Oregon, bocause of its fewer white

Inhabitants In Oregon and Washingten
were gbout 40,000 whites and about the
sime number of savages. After this war

Indlans occastonally made feehle resist-
ance untiil 30 yeara ago.
Beglinnings of Indusiry.

Self-rellance was strong in ploneer an-
ture and the people had to uvee It. They
the resources of the
Industrial development wis al-
most imperceptible at Arst. InvISH they
brought 00 cattle from Callfornla. This
was the first greal Indusirial effort in
Oregon, Later ploneers drove many high-
bred cattla hither, amld sev hardship
The Spanish animals, the only inferfor
breeds ever in Oregon, have long &ince
limappeared. Today, Urcgon is the fore-
most llvestock state.

Other accessories to farming came more
slowly, Cattle could be driven to
gon, but plows and implemenis
labor-saving mnachines could not. When
Henderson Luclling brought his “trav-
eling nursery’’ in 1847 Industry recelved
another mpulse. In that same year ar-
rived the fret large quantities of Imple-
ments and supplies. Utensils, tools and
plows came more freely after that.
Cereals, vegetables and frulte
brought across the plalnz or “around the
Horn."
to Oregon io 188, so thxt ploneers could
gend a letter “back to the States” for @
cents, By this time the territors was
establlshed. Two years later the begin-
nings of Willamette and Pacific Unlver-
sities hnd been lanid. Severanl towns were
competing for metropolitan
among them Linnton, Multnomah City,
Milwaukie, Hilishboro, La Fayette, Cham-

country.

and

"

MEN WHO SAYED OREGON.

By Their EHorts the Foundations
for a Great Commonwealth
Were Securely Laid.

CAPTAIN ROBERT GRAY,
THOMAR JEFFERSON
JOEN LEDYARD.

LEWIE AXD CLARK
JOHN JACOB ASTOR.

DR. JOHN FLOYD

L 71§ FIELDS LINN
THOMAS HART BENTON.
HALL J. KELLEY
NATHANIEL J. WYETH.

JABON LEE
! DR MARCUS WHITMAN.
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poeg,  Buttevifle, S8alem, Vancouver, As-
toria and Portland. The metropolis of

today had only two houses. But two years
more |t had 200 people. What was the
cause? - Gold Ia California.

The Golden Age Bexins,

This metal sot up & stimulus In Ore-
Eon at once. At its magic toucth the
langulshing Industries sprang upon thelr
feet. One-third of the male population
rushed to Californin. Crops stood ' un-
githered in the fAeld and the Legislntura
could not meot bacause it lacked a guo-
rum. But zoon (ke men began to re-
turn. They brought with them a lubri.
cant for the wheels of trade and Indus-
try. Oregon now had a market for It
grain and lumber and flour., Thess prod-
ucts brought in & stream of gold. Puget
Sound eettlements began to {drge shend,
whereas before thay had advanced out
little sincs the Americans began them in

a rapld course of development. Seekers of
the preclous metal went everywhere, and
one gold discovery followed another. Al
sections of the territory were explored
and many new disiriots were opened to
settlement,
were rewirded In Eastern
Eouthwestern Idaho, The
River excitement began In 1838,

All these activities conflrmed Portiand
as the commercial metropolia, They
added to the wealth of its_citizens, en-
abling them to devote their energies to
public lmprovements. The relations of
this efty have slways been cordial with
the country. Its citizens have opened
[*new paths Into the wilderness and dedi-
cated new regions to clvillzation. Henry
Villard was quick to see the advantages
of Portland's position. “Portland wil al-
ways remaln the commerclal emporiom
of the Northwest," sald he In 1831

The dormant forces, stirred by gold,
gave untold Impetus to progress, Life
took on a spics of varlety and oocupa-
tions maulilplied. As new resources came
to view, new [ndustries developed. Lum-
ber and flour mills became more numer-
ous. Woolen manufacture became an Im-
portant wealth-producer. Wider distribu-

COregon and
great Fraser
-

tion of population and wealth over the
face of the country followsd, so that
agencies of progress bscame more nu-

merous and Interacting. Now there was
capital to meet the needs of tha growing
social body.
were supplled and communication was Im-
proved. The first stecambont was bullt in
1550, the first telegraph In 15, the first
stage line was established In 1557, and
the first milroad was constructed
1588,

Yet the good was mixad with bad
Gold brought prosperity, but (&t also
brought adventurers and evil men. Crime
and lawlessness Increassd. Savages re-
sented encroschments on thelr lands by
gold-hunters, and wars began which
lasted intermittently for 20 years. The
public was (noculated with speculative
pazsion, =o that many persons turned
from steady Industry to follow wiles of
chance. Oregon bezame subordinate to
California. losing prospect of & direct
rallroad to the East,

The distance of Oregon from Callfor-
nia was a blessing undisguissd. It was
not too long for commerce, but long
enough to keep oul plagues that curasd
the land of pgoid—social demoralization,

progress lay between them and thelr de-!
pir=. The result of their awikening was !
surpicion, then hatred and finally war. |
After 150 settlers beznn 10 spread over |
the - territory. Contests at ones bogan '
with Indiang. These collislons were char- |
aoterized by fendish barbarity on the |
part of the savages. The natives of
Bouthern Oregon gave continuous trou-

prostitution of perinciple, dimsolution of
intellect, robbery. murder and unclean-
NeEs.

Strong Politienl Instiect.

“No, airee,” exclalmed Lincoln, when
Presddent Tayior proffersd him the Gov-
erporahip of Oregon. *“*No, siree.” Lin.
coln was as wise as he was lucky. He
would bave plunged himself into a very

who came to bulld homes and toi oned with .the American frontiersman. | ble. Then a genersl Indian war broke | botbed of Democracy and might bhave
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singed n= badly as was the only
Governor Oregon ever had. Ofre-
gon would have been ‘Lincoln’s grave-
yard. Yet he would not have found the

people warped or doltlsh: only lntense In
De

weratic sympathles,

q racteristics of early ploneers were
respoct for laow, instinet of social duty
and sober political judgment. Oregon's
founders felt unconsclously an Iimpulse
towurd political organigation. The early
Methodist missloniries had appointed a
mngistrate d & Justice of the Peace.
Th 1 had dispensed justice through
siern agencies of the Hudson's Bay Com-

Both systems worked together for
time. But Izster Americans could
not tolerate thiy sort of Government, for

they were too democratic and free-willesd,
Indeper tly they formed a government
in 184, but they could not yet dispense
with misslonary influence. Two years
later, frontier plonecrs were in majlority

and sffected organimation of what I8 com-

moniy ecalied the second provisional gov-
arnment
The Institution of governmont in 1843

“until such times as the Unlited States of
Ameérien extend thelr jurisdiction over
us,” was significant. It workad the finsl
Americanization of Oregon. It was as
spontanetus us had been the meetings of
the ploneers in Missouri for thelr journey
the West. It was the germ of the
soctial orgunism of todny. “‘Oregon owes
by far the most its prosperity and
rapld progress,” mald Judgd WiHllam
Bireng In 1599, *“to the early formation
of the provisional government, to the
wias lnwas which were enncted and to the
inflextble justice with which they were
administered.”™

AR classes of settlern united under the
government Americans craftily gave
British =ubjects a motive to join by
guaruntecing them titles to Inand. Unas-
sullable title to lind |s absolutely essen-
tlal to the eontentment of social ag-
gregation. The transition from fur trade
reglme to settlement made =afety of title
Imperative. The land law of the provis-
government, revised in 185 was
popular. The unrest was
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exceadingly

extreme when, at crestlon of the terri-
tory, Congresa fafled to pnes a land law.
But twao years Inter Congress restored
tranquilllty with the denation land aect.
Creation of the territory meant that
Oregon  was merged forever with the
| Unton. Imagination of the ploneers was
stirred again The Nation was con-
eerned in the welfars Oregon, and
Oregon's duty was to » the welfare
of the Nation. When Cregon became a
state, the touch was even closar. Tha
destidies of h were now the sameé
Permit to e« in the councils of

— -

Facllities of trainsportation |

in |

the Nation. O widened It horizon
to & Natlonal

The trast peead In Oregon 1s kept
This states has always given to the Gen-
ernl Government whatever strength ([t
could. Tt rallied to the Natlon's ald In
the Clvll War and the Spanish-American
confliet and in the fAnancial ecrizis of
1585 The attitude of Oregon In 1880 s
snomualous to the student who does not
know the temper of the ploneers, Though

they were mostly Democrats and Soath-

ern in thelr sympathles, they rallled to

the Union, Joseph Lame, who was thelr

idol, stood for dissolution of the Nation
and the ido! turned to clay.

Industry Qaickens,
The mettlers of Oregon subduesd a wil
unalded. Both In wresting R
from the svage and in drawing out its
resources they worked =zlone. Prog-
ress was slow, Indeed, until they gath-
ered eapital for pubile Improvements.
Isolition stupofled the energles of the
region. 8lowly occan avenues of trade
drew open. Californla sent to Oregon for
products of the farm and feorest. The
nobles of the Oriant who liked the furs
ef Oregon learned to like its other prod-
ucts. When a shipload went to Liver-
poal in an ¢poch truly grand on-
folded. Industrizl Iife at once grew
quicker: ever sinee, the stimulus has
grown In the ratlo of progress,

A rallroxd to the East was an early
dream il the way “across the plalns™
the ploneers had dreamed. When the
light evening campfires flickerad on
thelr faces it revorled a hope that
amounted to assurance.

In 15846 the provisional government had
memorialized Congress for a raliroad-
In seven yeéars more the Government war
surveying tho route now followed by ths
Northern Pacific. But the year 155 came
before Oregon was connecta] with the
Eist. Meanwhile the telegraph had sent
ity flashes for I3 years. v

The rallrond proposed was to con.
neet Helena and La FPayette. In 1S54
three years later, four companies had
bean chartered. but oply one tried te
earry out I's purpose. The next praject
was that of Joseph Gaston, to build =
turm with uws, It Is found that for many
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