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THER pages of 1his paper give in
0 detafl fect: and figures which (Mus-
trate the conditions of Industry, pro-
duction and commeree in that portion of
the United States of which Portland s
the bax ‘=& onpital. What It has done,
what it s dolng, much of what it pians
to do, mre there set forth. But with all
thir palnstaking fullness something re.
mains (o be sald to glve the pesder an un-
@erstanding of the power of the country;
for it Is by ts spirit, its potentialities. its
tendencies, quite a8 much as by its con-
ditlons, that Oregon or any country
is justly to be measured. It ia the pur-
pose of this writing to consider these 1
Iarger and less gonerets aspects of the
Oregonlun life—nnt, indesd, from an ab-
stract standpoint, but in thelr reliflons
to the Immediste status and operations

of the country and to ita nrogress,

The prerent erm of abounding prosper.
ity In Oregon dates from the vear 1897
when, through the comblned »ffects of &
menson of heavy crops nnd high prices
Bod «f a universal revival of busines’ the
ocountry palied out of the alough of de-
spond Inte which It bad bdeen snguiled by

of stagnation hed dealt severely but \
wholesomely with Oregon; and at its end
the country was on a much better footing
than at its beginning. True, evarything
in the form of property had been scaled |
Sown: every citizen had felt the financial
blight of the timee. But the country white |
down to bedrock was solvent in a busl- |
ness sense, and In ali moral respects In- |
finitely sounder and stronger than before. |
Ite losses, apparentiy go terrible, were not I
reil; they were the mere casting off of an
unwholesome bloat produced by specula- :
tlon, the break-up of {ll-considered and
purely spoculative prejecta. Whatever
was of renl value In the country at fis
period of greatest activity remained after
the hurricane of liguidation had ph=sed,

The country came out of the long period
of depression to find that It was in fact
stronger than before, in that the ideas
and hablts of the people had been reduced
to the level of thelr circumstances. and
that they had Jearned the lossen of mu-
tuni dependence. Co-operstlion through
orEanization of Industry, that lesson so
difficuit for a people of ploneer bresding
and tragition to soquire, dates with us
from the time when the results of iso-
lated ang fndependent effort proved insuf-
ficient to the needs of the country, Be-
fore the period of depression the intensely
individual spirit inherfted from the plonesr
time hod largely ruled in our affalrs At
itz end the propie wore ready as they had
paver been before to pull together. The
old resource had failed In a erisis; there
was willingness and even eagerne=s to
try mew ways. The body soclal and Induss
trial, #0 to speak, hadl been born anew—
#sd in & chabacter better suited to cur-
rent times and conditions,

"GEOGRAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY.

Portiand nt the Junction of Twe
Great Valley Syntems,

HOEVER would utderstand ths se.
cret of Portiand's business relation.
Ehips, practically unchanged by the devel-
epments of half & century, would do wall
to study the sceompsnying topographicsl
map, giving special conal@eration to the
nes which mark river cobrses and the
mountain ranges which tover so lJarge a
part of the country. It was inevitable in
fhe esrller days that s trading statien
should come into existence at the polnt
where the two great valley systems of the
country meel. Vancouver, now In the
Siate of Washington, ard on the north
&ife of the Dolumbia River, was the first
palnt to be hit upon for a settlement,
belng seiscted by the Hudson's Bay Com-
. pany sz convenlent for its purveyors of |
,‘w operating east of the Cascade |
Meuntains, in the Willumette Valley and |
the reglon of the lower Columbia River.

| Fhe Vancouver statlon served the purposes |
of the fur tradé well enough, but it was too |

fsr from the productive country of the

yenlence of the mgricultural settlers who
fame into the country a Uitle iater. Ore-
#un City, st tbe falls of the Willamotts,
eame into existence later, In response to
the plonesr needs of the country, but It in
wms found inconvenlent. It was
reasonable distance of the pro.
tve country, but it was too far above
point where ships could come. Mil-
peven miles down the river and
five mlles of Portland was hit
3 As & polnt reachable by the shallow
s of that early day, and it had a |
if perfod of prosperity, but It was on
ong «i4¢ of the river, not being ap-
ichiable from the Tualatin region
jout a long detour involving the pass.
the Columbia River. Linnton, six
below Portland, had its brief day
of ammitious expectancy, but Its chances,

birm

thin

Nke those of MUwaukie, faded away when
a seitlement was made at the polat now
known as Portland, at once nccessibis to
ships. to traffic in boats from up the Col-

umbia River and by the wagons of the |

ploneer farmers.

From the day when Portland firet got Ita
start untll now there has never been iny
question as to its stntus as the center of
traffic and trade In the Northwest coun-
try. Bteambont navigation e reeded
nevigation by the canoe and the *““whale-
boat,” and it confirmed the standing of
Portland. The rallroad came the
steamboat, and t In turn confirmed
a3 it enlarged the commercial power of
Portiand. Its lines followed naturally the
routes of the earllar agencles of trans-
portation, for these had chosen the water.
courses and the passes through the moun.
talns. 1t ls posalble, of course. to build
and operats raliroads across mountaln
summits, but it Is hever done excepting
under circumetances of extreme necessity,
and rallroads so bu
always work st o 4§
with roads with lower and level grades

Bxamine carefully any map of the
States of Oregon and Washington and you
cannol fall to be struck by the fact that
Portland Is approachabie from eVEry Dro-
ductive mection by a practieally lovel
route. From all points In the Willamette
Vallay it In casy golog nll the way
Portland: from the wile bamin of the
Lower Columbla River the road to Port-
Iand is a water level; from almost any
point in the great Interlor binsln of the
Columbla and Snake Rivers the road to
Portiand fs an unbroken ievel, The gorge
through which the Columbia River finds
Ite way past Portiand's door to the sea Is
the one break In fhe great wall of the
Cancade Mountalns betwesn Britleh Col.
umhbia and Celifornia. This, with respect
to the transportation of the Interior basin
Is & Inct of tremendous slgnificince. The
iaw of nature which makes water run
down hill applies with dominating foree
to the heavy transportation of a produe.
tive country. Freight traffie will
the llne of least resintance—|it will take
the down-hill track. With this principle in
mind, turn to-the topographlieal map and,
tracing up-stream from Portland the lngs
of water-course, discover for yourself the
ramifications of commercial Oregon—the
termitory which Is marked out by condl.
tions of nature which no art can change,
ns tributary to the common ocenter of
Portiand.

Any and all efforts to direct
of any part of this territory
courses and to othor centers
counter to the law of gravity

cfter

and operated must

the traffe
into other
must run
. and while

| for a time they may appeir to be success-

ful, they must In the end—when competl.
tion preases—fall. Again and agaln it has
proved to be #o during the commerclal
caresr of Portland. Even now, that part
of the traffic of the Interior basin of the
Columbla River which passes out 1o the
seabonrd over. the crest of the Cascade
Mountelns, costs more than that which
follows the line of water level down the
Columbla River, through the Cascade
Gorge and by the gateway of Portland
An excessive freight rate maintained by

| arbitrary arrangement between me trane-
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poriation agencles opernting in the coun.-

try slone makes division of the traffic
, poszibie. The opening of the Columbia-
| River to anbroken navigation through its
| whole course_must In the very nature of |
ltl“lntn umb!irh conditions which will

dvantage compared |

follow |

| mike all such arbitrary and onnatural

arrangements impossible. It &5 unthink.
able that the people of the great Interior |
basin will g» on forever paying a freight |
rate by which Its products may be bhauled
with profit over an unnatural and un-
necessarily costly route. Even under the
arraagement now In force between the
roalroads, the vast bulk of the trafMo of |
the Interior bas!n ls carried to the sea-
board by the route of the Columbla River, |
and in time {t must practically all come
that way. This Is the judgment of cnrn-l
mon sense—llkewise It s the declared
oplnion of every prictical transportation |
man, from Heary Villard to James J. |
HuL i

MOYEMENTS IN POPULATION.

Relations of the Willnmette Valley
to the Newer lleglons.

HERE are some conditlons In Oregon

which follow naturaily from the his-
tory and cireumstances of the country
but which to general and outside obser- |
vation appear anomalous. Take, for ex-
ample, thg Willamette Valley, whoss de-
velopment, while Intrinsically large, has
been siow in comparisen with that of the
newer countries of Eastern Oregon and
Washlngton and of Southern Idaho. Why
is it, every thoughtful strangor is lkely ,
to ask. that this relatively long.settled |
and rich country, with ity better eguip- |
ment of churches and schools and soelal
conditions, should be In a material sense
not much further ahead than the country |
north and west of the Blus Mountaine, the
Palouze country, the Valiey of the Yaké !
ima and several other newer districts? |
On the surface there appears to be no |
adequate reason for it, and yet the ex- |
planntion Is simple. The Willamette Val-
ey was the first district of the Pacifie
Northwest to be occupied by white men
and it bad come to a very considerable
development before any movement was
mide toward upation of other parls
of the country. Many of the early comers
were stockmen—dependent ppon the range
—and when the pastures of the Willamette
were closed by fences, as they were very
generally by the early “Afties.™ they
“trekked" off to newer flelds. The discov-
ery of gold In the late “forties” drew off
another lirge section of the oarly Wil.
inmeite settlers. It was through ihis
movement from the Willametts Valley
that Eastern Oregon and Washington |
got their first stast in the way of
population. Go today Into TUmatilla
County., Baker County. Crook County,
the Wallsa Walla countey, the Khcki-
tat ocountry, t6 Tillmmook, to Kiamath
Lake—anywhere east. south, morth or
wist—and you will find that the earilest |
pettlers came from the Willametts Val-
ley. For many years this movement eon-.
tinued; the nawer districts, being closaly
cofinecied with the Valley by ll'! ur tam-

oc

lly and acqualntance, made contlnual |
drafts upon the pirent stock. Agmin, e
growth of Portiand drew largely from the
population of the Valley. The tempera.
ment of the ploneer people w.u of a sort
to develop In tha second gene-ct'on o tarte
“of professional life and the demonstm-
tion of thin téndency 'Is fount In tha fact
that a very large proportion of the pro-
fessional men of the city have been drawn
from the Willamette Valley. There never
has been a time when many among the
foremost men In the professional life of
the ety have not been men of up-the- |
Valiey birth or tradition. The Willam.
elte Valley has thus been In a sense the
fountain head of our Northwest popula-
tion, and from It as a common source |
every part of the country has made drafts. |
As the Valley came into a considerable
development earller than the other parts
of the country, its aval able public lands
were soon exhausted, therefore those who |
came looking for free homes found It
necessary to wscearch further. and so
pazsed on to newer districta where Uncle
Eam =till was able to provide every comer
with a farm. Willroads were bullt Into
many of the newer districts almost as
roon as into the Willamette Valley, giving
Imm grants the chulee of taking up free
und or of huylng lands already improved
ia the Willamotte Valley: and In many |
districts, notadly In the Umatila and
Palouse, pettiement was facilitated by the
fact that the country was treecless, while
n the Valley It was necessary after buy-
irg A farm to devoté much jabor to clear-
ing and preparing 1t for the plow

Of course, there has always besn among
newcomers & minority preferring to buy
Improved places and ready to pay for the
advantages of an ertablished civilization,
and from this clasa the population of the
Valloy has steadlly been recruited; but
k2 movemsnt hax been alow when com-
vared w.th the rush into districts ‘'Ike
that of the Palouse, where the Immigrant
had only to establish his camp while ha
put in a erop on the ready soll, defersing
to the time between planting and harveat
ihe making of such sheiter for his famlly
aa server Im & new coubtry. It Is orly |
within the last few years that the copdl.
tlons of the country as & whole have been |
equalized; that the price af Willametie
Valley-landa haz not been In strikiug and
unf@vorable coni dst with volies In tho
newer districts. The period of hard times,
teo, which followed the collapse of 18290
served to bring down the prices of Valley
lands from the artificinl basis tn which
Lkey hid been advanced by the ganerally
inflated ideas of the boom tlmes to some-
thing lke real value: and the stresa
through which the country passed tend-
ed to the break-up of the Iarge—and
largely unworked—holdings which had
been the fashion of the eountry from
ploneer timee. Today. the Valley, In Its
current growth, .compares favorably with
those dlstricts which for many years en-
grossed all the Incoming movement, while
the Valley appeared to be almost stand.s
Ing still in its development. A polnt has
been reached In the general development
of the country where the spodial mttrao-
tions of the Valley count for more than

fled by the existence of new and available
districts in which good lands may be had
for the taking,

TRANSPORTATION PROGRESS.

Many Sections of the State St
Walting for Railroads,

HE dwa.loumnt and progress of Ore-

son owes much, of course, to the rall-
road systems which operate in the coun-
try and connect it with the world in gen-
¢rel; but at the sames time Oregon has
gained lesa rélatively through Its rail-
roads than simost any other American
state. In the first place the raflroads wers
long In coming, and when they di4 come

! It was by routes long served by naviga-

tion, and they tended in thelr effects to
confirm and enlarge established conditions
rather than to creats now ones. No revo.
lution wais made anywhere In Orcgon by
the Ilron horse; it wrought no radieal
change in the domestic conditions except.
Ing insofar as it pubstituted one form of
carriage for another, It 414 not, as In the

adjoining State of Washington, recast and |

make anew the conditions of lfe and busl-
ness.

There wers, af course, reasons for all
this, the maln reason being the situation
of Portland, the chief city of Oregon. at
the junction of the two great valley sys-
tems of the country—the Columbia and
the Willamette. In a flat country, rafl-
roads may wander at the will of thelr
bullders, as ls everywhere (llustrated In
the level mtates of the Misalssipp! Val-
ley: but In a mountalinous country they
maust, If they are to be bullt and operat-
ed econamically, hug the llnes of the
witer-coursts. It happens curiously that
the great lines of river-way run around
rather than through much of the Sinte of
Oregon. The Willamette River, to be
sure, runs through the Valley which takes
its name, and Is parnileled by one of our
more important lines of rallroad, but the
groat river courses of the Bnake and Col-
umbin cant of the Cascade Mountalnsg ron
along the morth asd east boundaries of
Oregon., nowhere cutting through the
heart of the country, which everywhere
lles high. The rallroads follow these
river-ways—routes served hy navigation
long before the day of rallroads—and so
falled in thelr western mareh to open up
much In the way of new territory. In
the ndjoining State of Washington, on the
other hand, the rallroads, In order to
reach the centers of population, were
compélied to cot acroar country, and thus
to dpen up and give tranaportation to re-
glona previously Iltle populated. Iin
Washington, the greal Interior Mes lower
than the Interlar &f Oregon, And It was
eroased M years ago by the road which
comneots the Puget Sound eauntry with
the East. Central Washington, therefore,
while no richer npaturaily than Centmal
Oregon, and destined In the long run to no
greater development, Is from 15 to X years
in advance of the last-named country,
whith Is only just now belng opened up
by apecial rallrosd movements, If, like
the X-tlny nr the Yakimn the Valley of

ever before, and where they are not nulll-

—_—

the Deschutes and the Valley of the John
Day River hnd laln in the path of the |
transcontinental ralirgds, they would not |
taday be ploneer couniry stiil walting for |
the development whicy thelr intrinsle |
merits are bound to win in time.

The same ls true of the country of
Boutheaatern Oregon. Hepe s a district |
larger than the Stats of Oblo and Intrin- |
sically scarcely lesa rich In \he native ele-
ments which under populsion snd In-
dustry go to the maklag of wealth; but
with all its potentialities and Its geo-
graphical proximily to the chis{ markets
of the Const—it lles midway between
Portiand and San Francisco—there Is not
a pound of rallroad iron In It. To
day It knows no means of trans
excepting the maddle pony, t*
and the freight wagon
been that It lay far nc
the Central Pacific Rall
the Oregon fhirt Line an
the Naorthern Pacific and th.
wuy & Navigation roads. I
tween high mountains, it has
¢d for a rallroad Population
to it, hut anly in limited numbe:
day It remalns what |t was fou
ago—a ploneer country.

Instances might be muitiplied to
trate the truth that one-half of the
ductive area of Oregon llea uno
pled and practically unproductive, walt
upon that essantjal of commareial pro,
ress, transportation. There ls the Tilia
mook country, south of the Columbia
River, which has only such transportation
service as the sea affords, subject to the
hindrances and bhasards of a shallow bar,
oftentimes In winter impassable for, ves.
sels for weeks together. There ia the
whole reglon of the ocenn coast, from
the Columbia River to the California lins,
practically undeveloped, and for the lack

of regular transportation. There Is the
Klickitat country, just now belng opened
by Partland inltlative and eapltal. There

fs—not to go far from home—the Vallay
of the Upper Lawia River and the Valley
of the Nehalom, and the Bridgeport dis-
trict In Clackamas County—all plonser
country this day, waltlng upon tha
time when, with the coming of transpor-
tation, the productive Industry to which
they are 80 admimably adapted will De oe-
tablished,

These Instances are recited to make
plain the statement that rallroads have
as yet done relatively little for Orvegon.
Many among its best productive flelds
romain almost unoccupied and compara-
tively speaking undoveliopsd. No Amaeri-
ean state affords so many and such inwvit.
Ing opportunities for railroad enterprise.
Portland, a city of merchants, has been
slow to enter upon enterprises foreign
to Its business habit and genlus;

to

star{ has been made In rallroad bufiding | °f mountains.

which promises to accomplish that for
which we have wulted too Igng upon the
onterprine of professional rmallroad opers-
tors. The Columblia SBouthern; elsewhers
desoribed in this paper. is strictly & home
enterprise, concelved by Portiand mn!\‘
and to a considerible extant areated by |
Partland capital. The e¢lectric lines by
which it id pmpﬂn-‘ to bring Western

e B B B o S

TOPOGRAPHICAL VIEW OF OREGON, WASHINGTON AND IDAHO
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districts of the country meet at the conjunction of thé Columbia and W’Ilhmeﬂe Rivers—at Portlth

The sbove outline of the regions which form the Pacific Northwest exhibits the essential topographical features of the country. A littie study of this m‘dﬂ
] it plain why the chief city of the Northwest is where it is. All the water-level lines, it will be observed, covering the prodncu\e &
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Clacknmas Count - . s
ton County Into & L
Portland, are bot
several legging
starting at Cob bt
Helens, on the Ce i 1 =
Ing toward the N L
er home entarpr!
But most Impo . irate
iy
as well-is the : e 4
which passing m fierdas
The Kllckitat co Sntite
ern part of the E e t
east of the Cascage Mountuwins, a faw
miles north of the Columbizx River bog

but o | directly shut off from It by a high range

Although In point of goox-
raphy euwst and above the obitramilo 1o
navigation at Tha Dalles, the KigPr
I» connected with the lower bysin af um
Ceolumbla River by a series of narrow
canyons, affording & rallrosd route
Through these eanyons a Portland com-
pany is bullding & ralircad designed to
connect with a steamboat Hne making di-
rect connection with Portland, This en-
terprine, elswhere described In detall, is
whally a Portland affair. Bvery dollar of
the large sum put Into It—something ke
01.000,000—has been subscribed by Portland
people. Unquestionably it was as a busl.
ness project that the venture was made:
there had mot been in it something more
than an inyestment. Through this enter-
prise Portland is consclously reaching out
in n great work of interlor development,
The epirit of the oty Is back of this
movement, and it will not rest content
with the accomplishment of this special
and isolated project. Portland Is only Just
beginning to understand the potentialities v
of her great sccumalation of capital; only
{just coming to comprehend that her ope
portunities may have larger
a wider range than the opezations of
cantile trade.
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INDUSTRIES OF THE SOIL./

motive and “'

—
Considered in Their B . iiop ;to the
Progress of tly At
HILE the induy L a s Rl
thing of many withic mat g 5

strsamn combins tr ke Jhe Yolume wlf .

fta productive Nie i e maln P it
pendence la the o Ther S sgsel w3
woodsmen, mitor semal,  wagie.
ems In factes ™ micley  the
baker and the ndle % medel, ot ihe
farmer outy e wll, eal rhe
products of v i uciry SCERNCRNG Sohals
and the ¥ o i rpEgaal z_,m tha
world of 4 nr 3 L9 gl of this
paper of W3 24 3"-*‘:ﬂumerehl-
afNairs g & unro IV and quan~ ©
thty s s Hons tn mo
far A « “Nyee; and the
"5l medl  what
a e o oguired to sup. -

Ly wsioa o, cominunity of
r9."# of home popu~-

v Jularly an inde-
% mnge of Its origl-
Aowlie, and I It were
the rest of the
:‘ e 1Mmmror any

i ..:;.. Wiand not, Indeed, for
AN waprlen of life. There i no

i w reryrd Or ghtden product rulted‘

Lomilaragy fatitudes which cannot

ZTOWD el ﬂ In most Instances to pnr-
‘ectiom.  Gup Sereals go Into the annoslly
eyt ble  comnerdial supply which
ma¥.os (he m 'a Gally bresid,  Our wools

muyice he Blothing for several times the
Eo g our own population. Our frults
e ted through the agenciea of

&0 around the world. Our general |
-_m ‘products help to supply the mar-
w& far Bast ax the Atlantic seaboard.
hops g9 wherever thé - - de-
msmanded,
B mone.
Put while our farm lndum---, e!ul
o breeding and ranging as ing—
& thing of great variety in.dtself and of
bst varled produoctions, <its specinities
are pronounced. Wheat is easlly our fore-
mont fisld crop, being speclally suited to
the s0ils and general condiffops of much
of our farming country, After wheat
comeg shimal productions In the many
formac and It Js here that our Ereatest
&dvance fs Hkely to coms. Large parts
of Eaptern Oregon are now given over to
atock ranging, and more ind more it is
to be understood that the best
of farming (n Western Oregon
through one form or another of anl=
husbandry. For, while every species
of farm m yields a \m-lhlr_ re-
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