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OU R S l RE E I RA'I WAYS | Notable Improvements and Extensions Have
! Been Made During the Past Year.
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WEALTH IN HOPS.
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City & Suburban Railway
Com

The City & Suburban Railway Company occupies a unique position in the electric railway field,
not only as regards Portland, but practically the whole United States, in that it is probably the only
complete electric railway system covering a city of over 100,000 people which is owned and controlled
entirely by local capital. This ownership extends to the bonds as well as the stock, as over 80 per
cent of these are owned by our own citizens or by local institutions.

With the introduction of clectricity as a motive power street railways became a factor in the
financial world and ““traction securities” have long been a name to conjure with. Either from lack
of funds or by reason of flattering offers local railway institutions in nearly all cities have, one by one,
passed into the hands of large Eastern syndicates; but our far-seeing local capitalists early recog-
nized the value of this property and have steadily held on, through g times and bad, in spite of
many apparently advantageous off<’s. How long this policy will continue is, of course, only a mat-
ter of conjecture, but there seems no present indication of a change.

The accompanying map shows the extent to which this company’s lines cover the city proper,
and more than that, they suggest the little girl's question, “Where do the rivers go to when they get
to the end of the map?’”” The City & Suburban lines first ran off the end of the map into an almost
undiscovered country. Many of them still run into sparsely settled communities, but they ful_'n.ish
the working men’of the city a quick and easy method of reaching homes that have been built on
cheap property where it is still possible to own one's house, garden and livestock at a combined rate
cheaper than house rent in the heart of thecity. The company’s lines can be traced by the fringe
of homes, both large and small, extending into otherwise vacant territory, an;l at thq present rate of
growth this fringe will soon broaden until the suburban, and not the urban, lines will be the most
profitable.

While a local institution, the company has not been a ““mossback” institution. The same peo-
ple under different names, the Willamette Bridge Railway Company and the Transcontinental Sireet
Railway Company, operated the first steam motor and the first electric railway car in the State of
Oregon, and were among the pioneers of electric railways in the United States. They were also
the grst road in the United States to adopt the modern double truck car as a standard, the first order
of the United Company, placed in 180. being for twenty-five cars of this type that has since be-
come the standard of every electric railway of importance in the United States. They were laughed
at at that time, but events have proved the wisdom of their choice.

Today the company owns and operates over sixty miles of electric railway track and one may go
from one extreme to the other, a ride of approximately fifteen miles, for 5c. This low fare and a
free transfer system have been in vogue for many years and have greatly assisted in building up the
outlying districts. -

As a further contribution to the home system the company, several years ago, began building
its own cars and has since furnished siesdy employment to from twenty to forty mechanics in this
line of work. During 1802 thirty-one large passenger cars were built and fully equipped at the com-
pany's shops at Twenty-fourth and Savier streets, and cars will continue to be turned out to the full
limit of the shops’ capacity for the coming year: in fact, it is only lack of cars which prevents more
frequent service on ail the company’s lines. No berter index of the growth of Portland can be had
than the fact that thirty cars a year has not kept pace with its growth.

It is the policy of the company to extend into new territory as fast as safe and conservative
judgment will approve, but the present feature of its work is the improvement of its existing lines and
equipment. During 1902 over a quarter of a million dollars has been spent in new work and better-
ments and probably a greater sum will be expended during 1903 on the same lines. Visitors to the
1805 Fair will not find Portland behind the best Eastern models in street railway facilities and in
aggressive and vigorous management. £

The company has also constructed at its shops practically all its switch and crossing work and
in this way has kept many thousand dollars at home which otherwise would have gone to Eastern
factories; in fact, its whole policy is an object lesson to others in what can be done in anst.mnu.
facturing with a little boldness and skill. The company has lost ro money by manufacturing its own
equipment, while the entire community has been immensely benefited and the few sleepless nights
of its officers have long since been made up.

In the varicus departments of its business the City & Suburban Company has six hundred men in
its regular employ, the majority of whom are men of family. The number of men employed has
more than doub!eJ in the last two years and is steadily on the increase today. )

No city in the United States today has better street-car facilities than has Portiand, nor has any
growing Western town been better served throughout its history.

The accompanying map grapnically expresses the extent of this railway system and makes de-
tailed description unnecessary. Portland people and those who expect to visit Portland would do
well to cut this out for future reference.




