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KEEP CLOSE SEASON

J. H.Taffe Says Movement
to Abolish Is Absurd.

SALMON NEED PROTECTION

Fish Warden Van Dusen's Recom-
mendntion, He Says, Is Inapired by
Seifish Desires of Astoria Fish-
ermen to Monopelize Industry,

“it's preposterous; its perfectly sbhsurd
to talk abcut abolishing the close sea-

These words came yesterday from L H.
Tafle, of Celllo, “And I am surprised that
Flsh Warden Van Dusen should advocate
It But 1 suppose the dispute will con-
tinue just so long as Ruossian Finns at
Astorie think they own every fish that
entere the river. What do those men
care for the future of the industry? Al
they want s to get what they can out of
the business today. The Fish Warden
maintainsg his office dawn there among
than, and as they manage to get what
they want, It's quite clear how and why
the upper river ls left out in the cold.™

Mr. Tufle owns a cannery and four fish-
wheels, and has been dubbed the ““Duke
of Celflo.,” He talked pleasantly without
show of temper. but as a man who has
the courage of his convictions, He sald
the present fishing kaws worked severe
injustice upon the upper river Interests,
and that residents of the lower river
wished to lnerease this injustice Iln thelr
own selfish interest,

Astorin Demands Unjust.

“Down at Astoria they wish to do away
with all gear except gilinets, and to pro-
hibit fshing cbove tide water. This Is
0 rankly unjust that I don't mses how
they have the nerve to say it out loud
From time Immemorisl salmon-fishing
has been carried on as far as the mources
of the Columbia,. When Lewis and Clark
crossed the great divide to the Pacifie
Elope the first evidence they found of the
fact was salmon. Along Salmon River
they saw Indinns cstching great quantl-
ties of the fish, As they passed down
the Columbis they found salmon one of
the leading articles of trade among the
tribes. SBtop fishing anbove tidewater?
Byt why not let more fish up to tide-
waler? Wiy not give a fish a chance to
enter the river? It takes a real smart
mimon, one thoroughly on to his job, to
get past Astoria these times.

“And stil. the Finns sre not satisfled.
They winh not only to keep upper river
people from particlpating in -« priviiege
that belongs to all parts of the river in
common, but they wish to abolish the
close soason, so that they may be entire-
1y without restraint.’™”

Close Seasom Needed.

Mr. Taffe insisis that presorvation eof
the salmon Industry requires & close sen-
son. ¥Me favors a conference between
comumnittees of the Oregon and Washington
Legislatures In the interest of uniform
legizintion.

“Our cilosed Sunday law is Inoperative.”
sald he, “because of the want of har-
mony belween the laws of the two states.
This is but one example of how the pur-
posex of otner laws could be defeated the
same way.'’

Mr. Tuffe doclares that a better adfust-
ment of the close and open seasons
eouid be made than the present one. The
seasons are now open from September 10
to March 1; closed to April 16 open to
August 15 and closed to September M.
He suggests & better arrangement as fol-
lows: Closed from September 80 to May
1; open to July 31; closed to August 5;
open to Beptember M.

Down &t Astoria they say that after
August 15 the fish are not good enough
for canning. That may be true down
there, but it = not so up with us. Our
best season i In the latter part of August
and In Beptember. Why? Because the
fish we catch at that time enter the Co-
Jumbla River In July and early In August,
It takes them about six weeks to reach
the Cascndes. The salmon which enter
the Columbla after August 15 do not reach
e ontll the latter part of Beptember, We
don't wish to catch them any more than
do the lower river people, but we contend
thet we should have our share of the
fish that come Into the river in July and
early in August. QOur fishing season is
about six weeks shorter than the season
at the mouth of the river. Thie s becaune
the fish take ustally six weeks 40 reach
uz. Is it falr to ahut us out after good
fish have left Astorin and before they
have reached us? I ask, does this sccord
with the American apirit of fair play ™

The reporter asked whether there could
not be two open wmeasons, one for the
lower river, say below the Willamette,
the other for the upper Columbin: wheth.
er the first season could not open easller
and close sooner than the other.

Mr. Taffe admitted that this might be
done, but he doubted the expedlency of
proposing it. He 414 not think lower
river Intereste could be brought to agree
to I

Ecining Should Be Prohihited.

*“Belning should be prohibited absalutely
in the Fall season. It destroys more sal-
mop in the spawn than all of our hatch-
erles can make good. Besldes, It fills up
the channels of navigation and thereby
costs the Port of Portland and the Na-
tional Government thousands of dollars.
Eoining stirs up the sands on the shoals.
In this way it destroys untold quantities
of spawn. This wholesale destruction of
salmon ¢ggs costs the Industry dearly.
Last September two of my men visited a
seining ground helow Celilo, on the Wash-
ington side., WIII you belleve me when I
tell you that my men saw the seines atir
up salmon eggs to the amount of 10 to 15
tona? It doesn't sound reasonable, does
17 Baut It's true just the same. And how
many selnes are there on the river? Not
Jess than 500 or 600. Just think what a
big waste the industry suffers. Why, the
ealmon that the fish wheels cateh don't
begin to approach the number that these
seines destroy, Understand that I am not
epenking agninst seining in the Spring of
the yenr,

“Think of the peopie at the mouth of
the Columhia wishing to monopolize the
rmalmon! Ten't it just perfectly absprd?
Think of those peaple wishing to shut out
the people of Idaho! lsa't it ridiculous?

“Mr. Van Dusen I like personally, but
it's his misfortune thet he doesn’t know
enough about salmon. H. D. McGuire
knew more abdut salmon than anybody,
in thie coumtry. As an authority next to
him 1 pince F. C. Reed. It's very unfortu-
nate that Mr. Reed was deprived of his
office,

“1s It not better that all Interests along
the river should share in the fish under
falr restraint than that one class of in-
terests at the mouth of the river should
monopaiize the fi=h without any restraint?
Is it not better to conserve theé fish by Jet-
ting all interests share them for a part
of the year rather than to let one class of
Interesta have gll the fish &t all times of
the year?™

Immortality Iin the Love of Life.

’ Eansas Clty Star.

Oh, how I hate the thought of dying. 1 would
ke to live forever. Not because | fesr may-
thing the brroafter har in slare for me, bat he-
camse 1 love this life. 1 love the rky, the Srift-
Ing cloude. the sunshing, (bhe storm. I love na-
ture. I love my friemdse The world has been
good and Kind to me., I hate %0 leave f1—
Judge Jobn W. Henry.

Lord Breon sald that 1t was doubtiess as
painful for a Mttle child to be born into
the worid as for a man to die. In elther

unless the bitterness of neglect has
in Inter yemrs all would linger in the at-

a well-spent life bas
created.

For who, to damb forgeifulness s prey,

This pieasing, anxzious being e'er resigned,

Left the warm precincts of the cheertul day

Nor cam one longing, wok bahind.

The negative dislike of death—because
life is pleasing—reveala nothing incom-
patible with the Christian's resignation to
the will of God. The companionship of
earthly thingx has been dear to the good
man or woman. Religion, philosophy, the
untransiatable teachings of the poul can
oniy, in rare moments, lift the heart above
the longings of mortality. “For love and
beauty and delight there is no death nor
change"—und yet allke hé who dies and
he who is left behind sorrown for the
slient voles and the vanished hand.

Bternity is Imprenetrably velled from the
moment that stands next to it. That part
of lmmortality bounded in the span of
earthly itfe lies in the assoclations of mem-
ory. Friends, sunshine, storm, the things
that have been loved—will they retain the
subsiance and the form that personality
has given them “when this corruptible
has put on Incorruption ‘and this meortal
has put on Immortality " WIIl not the in-
exorable law of mutabllity work most in
all things for him who dies?

It is n beneficence of Providence that one
who has loved the world has left his im-
press upon the world—its living and Its
inanimate thinge. His earthly existence
has ended only for himeelf, If in the per-
fection of Nirvans or the consclousness
of heaven the things of the world are to
him MHttle or of no avall they still have
power to charm those vested with decay.
The friends he has loved, the children
whose 1ife was colored by his influence
atill feel his presence in al the manifesta-
tions of Nature. After the first sense of
frreparable loss has softened, every inel-
dent of daily life, esach change of season
and recurring vear, will bear to them some
restful memory of the living dead. The
solace of things thnt have been remains
with them where ceaseloss repetition is
pervaded with the sense of the departed,
The indomitable man who loves the world
where he has fought the good fight, the
mother whose thought of death ia regret
at the separation from loving children,
have left an Inheritance of peace and com-
fort that may reach beyond the grave and
bind them to the scenss they brightened,

A RECORD IN TRACK-LAYING

Philadelphia the Scene of the Fast-
est Work In That Line,

Philadelphin Ledger,

Philadelphia, termed slow by the joke-
writer, I8 breaking another record. This
time It Is the street rallway track-laying
regord, and the honor goes to the Phila-
deiphia Rapld Transit Company.

The work done Sunday Is thought by
traction officlals to be without parailel. A
complete new track, from Fifteenth to
Twellth strects, was lald, and traflic on
Broad street went on as usual. New as-
phalt was laid and the paving between the
tracks was compieted. All this waes dope
in 24 hours.

To make a record, the company has In-
troduced some new and novel! appllances,
This has alded materially in the rapld
progress of the work. Four city squarcs—a
little more than o third of & mile—are torn
up &t one time. First, one contingent of
the construction force tukes up the cobble
stones between the tracks and prepares a
ditch. This is done In the daytime, but It
is at night that the real work begins.

First a plledriver breaks the joints of
the old rails, which five years ago were
cast welded. Bometimes the rall Is broken
Instead of the jJoint, Horses drag the oid
rails out and the new ties are put In. Then
the new groove ralls @ feet long and
welghing 210 pounds, are pluced In posi-
tion. First the sand biast, a plece of elee-
trical mechanism which compresses afr
and forces dry lake sand through a pipe
at terrific velocity, Is played on the joints
of the new ralle to remove the scale. Then
the ends are fixed In & “chalr’ and the
electrical reamer smoothes the rivet holes.
The two finnl operations prevent a “high
joint’” and electrolysin

With the ends of the two sand-blasted
ralin In the “chalr” the electro-pneumatie
riveter and xine smelter Is called Into play.
Rivets are beated, and In less time than it
takes to tell It the riveter has completed
Its task. Then the space between the rails
and the *‘chalr” is filled with molten xine
and the jolnt Is solid and a complete band
iz made.

While this Is belng done hundreds of men
are at work balissting the track, filling It
In, placing the granite blocks In position
and Alling the crevices with cement. Bagk
of them come the pavers, who lay entirely
new asphalt on both sldes of the street.

In the new rall the transit company has
a jJoint which steam rallroads envy. Bo
tight 1s the At that no far is noticeable,
and It Is practically Impossible to separate
the ends. The connection ls perfect, and
there is not the slightest jar. The life of
the new ralls Is estimated at 10 or more
years,

Philllps and O'Reilly,
Our Dumb Animale
It was our privilege during many years
to count Wendell Phlilps and John Boyle
O'Rellly among our best frienis.
We well remember the evening when
both, at our request, took part In one of
our annuil meetings at the Tremont Tem-
ple. It was at the time when we were
fighting at the State House for our law to
prohibit the shooting of plgeons from
trape, We were opposed by some hundreds
of Boston gentlemen, who employed three
prominent lawyens, and we meedad help.
We need not say that our application to
Wendell Philllipe and John Boyle OrReflly
brought the help we wanted and assisted
us In causing that law to be enacted,
From O'Reilly’'s poem on the death of
Phillips, in the Boston Pillot of November
i6, we take the two last verses:
Come, brotherm, here Lo the burial!
not, tether mjolce,

For his feariess life ard his fearless death; for
his true, uneguaied wvolce,

Like a giiver trumpet sounding the note of hu-
man right;

For his prave heart always ready to enter the
weak one's fght;

For his soul unmoved by the meob's wild shout
or the socinl eneer's disgrace;

For his freeborn spirit that drew o line be-
tween class or creed or race.

But weep

Come, workers; here was & teacher, and the
lesson he 1nught was good;
There are no classen or races, but one human
bratherbocd ;

There are no creeds to be outlawed, no colors
of skin debarred;

Mankind Is ome in !ts rights and wrongs—one
right, one hops. one guard.

By his life he taucht, by his death we Jearn
the greal refarmer’s creed;

The right to be fres, and the hope to be just,
and the guard againet selfish greed.
And riches of all are the unseen wreaths on

his coffin-lid lald down
By the toil-stained hands of workmen--thelr
#sob, their kiss, and thelr crown.

The New Color for Street Gowns,
New York Evening Sun,

Oriental red is the name given to & new
street shades of that fashionable color,
which appears In cloth, vigognes, bour.
cttes, boucles and sibelines. It Is o hand-
some dve, between that of a deep crimson
rose and a rich dahlia color. It is re-
markably becoming to both falr and dark
women, and one of the best shades that
the neutral-toned type of women could

AMEND TIMBER LAND LAW

NEW BILL OFFERED TO CONGRESS
BY HITCHCOCK.

Instend of Hepealing Present Law,
He Proposes Provisions to Pre-
vent Prevalling Fraund,

WABHINGTON, Dec. 16,.—While Sectre-
tary Hitcheock thoroughly approves of
the proposition to repeal the timber and
stone act, he goes further than the ad-
vocates of the measuyres recently Intro-
duced for this purpose, and proposes 3
substitute law which meets the demands
of those who are opposed to an out-and-
out repeal of the Iaw under which such
fiagrant fraud has been perpetrated. The
Becretary urges Congress to take up and
pass o measure that has been reported
to the House, whigh l& in the form of &
substitute for the timber and stone et
The bill Itself is rather long, but i» comé
prehensive, and is believed to thoroughly
guard against fraudulent entry on all
classes of timber land. The bill reads
ns follows:

A blll to authorize and regulate the sale
and use of timber on the unappropriated
and unreserved publle lands, and to pre-
vent depredations thereon,

Be Il enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United Stales
of Americr in Congress assembled, That
after the passage of this act the timber
er timber products on the public lands of
the United States, surveyed or unsuar-
veyed, mineral or nonmineral, mnot
reserved of appropriated In the public
Iand stntes, territories, -and the district
of Alaska, shall be gold or appropriated,
exclusively as herein provided, to supply
In a legitimate manner the necessitles of
those dependoent upon public timber in set.
tiing the country, in developing and main-
tailning its Industries, In making and
maintaining public Improvements, and In
providing means of transpertation.

Sec. L—That the Secretary of the In-
terior is herchy authorized, In the exer-
clse of his disecretlon, to dispose of by
sale from time to time, upon proper ap-
plication thercfor, to citizens of the United
States, or to those who have declared
thelr Intentlon to become such cltisens,
belng bona fide vresidents of the state, ter-
ritory, or distriet within which is situated
the land from which the timber ls to be
procured, including companies lawfully
doing business therein, and any éounty,
townahip, city, town, or other municipal
subdivision therein, so much of the tim-
ber or its products growing or belng upon
sald publle lands as may be, In his judg-
ment, gemanded to supply ae necessities
of those dependent upon publie timber for
the purposes specified In the first section
herenf: provided, that the removal of
such timber will not Injuriously affect the
water supply of the country or other In-
tircels,

Sec” 3-That before any timber, cord
wood, or other timber product shall be
sold, the Becretary of the Interlor shall
cause tho same to be appraised and ad-
vertispd for eale for not less than 30 days
in & newspaper or nows=papers of general
circulation throughout the county or coun-
ties in which the land Is located. Such
advertisement shall offer the timber, cord
wood or other timber products for eale at
not Jess than the appralsed value, specify-
ing that payment therefor shall be made
to the receiver of public moneys of the
loeal land office of the district wherein
the sald timber or other material Is alt-
pated, subject to conditions prescribed by
the Seeretary of the Interior., No timber,
cordwood or other timber products sold
as hercin provided shall be e..aer cut or
removed untll payment in full therefor has
been made, and recelpt for such payment
has been fssued by the recelver of publie
moneys; and the proceeds of a.- such aales
shall he sccounted for by Jha recelver of
public moneys (n & separate agcount, and
shall be covered into Treasury of the
United States a8 a speclal fund to be ex-
pendsd in protecting the timber on pub-
lle innds not embraced In forest or other
reservations, undar the direction of the
Becretary of the Interlor, or as Congress
may provide; provided, however, that
where the timber, cordwood or other tim-
ber product sought to be purchased does
not exceed the stumpage wvalue of 5100
the Becretary of the Interior may, In his
discretion, dispense with advertisement
and appralsement,

Bse. 4 That In s=elling timber,
wood, or other timber
the foregoing provigions the wsale shall
be made conditional upon the removal
of the timber or other material within
a period of 12 months from the date of
purchass; and all timber, cord wood or
timber products not so removed shall be
retained and disposed of as the property
of the United States: Provided, That the
Hmit of 12 months hereln named may be
extended by the Hecretary of the Inter-
for, in his diseretion, upon good and
sufMiclent reasons for such actlon being
shown,

Sec. 5. That miners, prospectors, agri-
culturalists and bona fide settlers who
have not a sufficlent supply of timber,
cord wood or timber products on thelr own
clalms or farms for use thereon for such
domestic purposes aa firewood, fencing
or bullding purposes or for necessary use
in developing the mineral and other nat-
ural resources of the 7iand lawfully
clanimed or owned by them, may procure
timber, cord wood or tUmber products
free of charge from unappropriated, un-
reserved public lande for the purposes
enumerated in this sectlon (but not for
sale or disposal, nor for use on other
innds or by other persons, nor for ex-
port from the state or territory or dis-
trict whereln procured), to an extent
not exceeding, In stumpage valuation,
$50 in any one year.

Bec. & That no timber, cord wood or
other timber product procured under the
provisions of this act may be sxported
out of the state, territory or distriet
wherein the timper, cord wood or other

cord
products under

timber product was grown: Provided,
however, that where, In cases of ex-
ceptionnl difficalties, caused by the re-

moteness of timber or the physical fea-
tures of the country, the nearést publlc
timber in any dftate or territory is in-
accessible to those reslding near the bor-
der of another state or territory, the
Secretary of the Interfor may, In his
discretion, permit timber to be procured
within & ressonable distance, subject to
the sams terms and iimitatlons as other-
wise herein provided, from the more ac-
cessible lands In the adjolning state or
territory, to be transported to and used
only Iin the ptate or territory whereln
the applicant or applicants reside, as
though the same was grown in the Int-
ter state or territory, subject to the same
terms, provisions and Hmitations as pro-
vided in this act and the rules and regu-
latlons prescribed by the Secretary of the
Interfor. But no timber or cord wood
ehall be cut or removed under this pro-
viso to the detriment of the residents of
the state or territory where sald timber
WaR ErowWn.

Bec. 7. That the Becretary of the In.
terlor i& authorizsed to make all proper
rules and regulations for carrying Into
effect the provisions of this act, for pre-
venting abuses thereof, for prolecting
the timber from fire and depredation, and
for promoting the younger growth of
timber: and he may designate the tract
or tracts of land where the timber or
ita product may be obtained hersunder,
and it shall, not be lawful to cut or re-
move any timber, cord wood or timber
groduct, except as prescribed In this act
and sajd puies and regulations,

Bec. 8. That the sales of timber, coM
wood and other timber products here-
tofore made as authorized by the circular
of the General Land Office, which was
approved by the Secretary of the In-
terior March 17, 1888 (3th Land De-
cisions, page 196), be and the zame are
bereby affirmed.

8ec. 9. That every person who, either

! ninety-eight,

hundred and winety-two of the Revised
Stetutes of the United Btates shall be
appilcable to proceedings under this act
and the regulations prescribed hersun-
der. That in addition w the criminal
proceedings hereln provided the United
Btates ghall be entitied (0 recover in civil
sult the value of all timber so unlaw-
fully cut, removed, received, or other-
wise appropriated, Injured, wasted, de-
stroyed, girdled, boxed, chipped, or
bored, and the value of all resin, gum,
turpentine, or other timber product so
unlawtully removed, recelved, or other-
wise appropridted, and shall also be en-
titled to recover in such cases exemplary
damages. Proof of any one of the pro-
hibited acts described In this sectlon shall
be deemed and held sufficlent proof of
the criminal intent.

Sec. 10 That sections twenty-four
hundréd and sixty-one, twenty-four hun-
dred and sixty-two, twenty-four hundred
and sixty-three, forty-twop hundred and
five, and forty-seven hundred and Afty-
one of the Reovised Statutes of the United
States; the first proviso of the second
section of the act of April thirtleth,
elghteen hundred and seventy-elght,
chapter seventy-six (Twentieth Unlted
Biates Statutes, page foriy-six); the Act
of June third, elghteen hundred and sev-
enty-eight, chapter one hundred and fifty
(Twentleth United States Statutes, puge
elghty-elght); the net of June third,
elghtean hundred and seventy-cight,
chapter one hundred and fifty-one (Twen-
tieth United Btates Statutes, page eighty-
nlne): sectlon two of the act of August
fourth, elghteen hundred and ninety-two,
chapter three hundred and seventy-five
(Twenty-seventh United States Statutes,
page three hundred eand forty-elght),
amending last cited act; section elght of
the act of March third, elghteen hundred
and ninety-one, chapter five hundred and
sixty-one (Twenty-sixth Unlited States
Statutes, page one thousand and ninety-
flve), and the amendment thereto by the
nct of the same date, chapter flve hun-
dred fiftv-nine (Twenty-gixth Tnited
Btates Statutex, page one thousand and
ninety-three), so far as the same relate
to the use or cutting of timbeg,on or its
removal from the public domain; the act
of Fehruary thirteenth, elghtesn hundred
and ninety-three, chapter one hundred
and three (T'wenty-seventh United Stetes
Blatutes, page four hundred and forty-
four), further amending the last-cited act;
that portion of the appropriation act of
July first, elghteen hundred and ninety-
eight, chapter five hundred and forty-six
(Thirticth Unlted States Btatutes. pages
five hundred and ninely-geven to six hun-
dred and elghteen), which authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior o grant permits
to cut timber on the Bnakz Rlver and its
tributaries; section eleven of the aet of
Mgzy fourteenth, ecighteen hundred and
chapter two bundred and
ninety-nine (Thirtieth United States Stat-
utes, page four hundred and aine), and
all other acts or parts of acts authorls-
Ing sales, appropriation, or free use of
timber, cordwood, or other timber prod-
uots on the surveyved or unsurveyed, min-
eral or nonmineral, unappropristed and
onreserved publle lands of the United
8tates, and all other acts or parts of
acts in conflict with this act are here-
by repealed: Provided, That nothing In
this aet shall be comstrued as applying
to or in any way affecting existing laws
relating to the forest or other reserva-
tlons of the United States, or existing
law making provision for the use of tim-
ber from the pubplic lands for original
econstruction purposes In connection with
right-of-way privileges, further than to
direct the Becretary of the Interfor to
muke needful rules and regulations gov-
erning the exercise of pald privilege, and
to require, as a prerequisite to fhe taking
of timber from the public lands for such
purpose, that a permit therefor shall be
obtained from him designnting the lands
from which and the time at which the
timber may be taken.

ANASTORIAGIFTFORROADS

Ten Thousand Dollars If the New
York-Chicago Ronte Be Changed.

Now York Herald.

Colonel John Jacob Astor has offered to
subscribe $10,000 toward the objects of
the New York-Chleage Rond Association,
provided that the route of the proposed
highway between the two citles be
changed from the west bank to the east
bank of the Hudson River,

Colonel Astor has taken much Interest
in the project, and in a converaation with
Mr. B. M. Butler, sccretary of the club,
authorizged him to make the offer to the
officials of the association. Colonel As-
tor's argument {8 that the route to King-
ston to the west of the Hudson, as now
proposed, passes through a comparatively
sparsely settled country, while a road
along the enst bank would go through
many large towns and a thickly popu-
lnted district

In addition, Colonel Astor points out,
mlong the onst bank are clustersd srores
of country sents of wealthy New York-
ers, who, he thinks, llke himself, would
gladly contribute lberally to the high-
way were it buflt near thelr properties.

Under Colonel Astor's amendment the
road would run up the east bank of the
Hudson to Rhinebeck, where It would
cross the river to Kingston. From that
polnt the route would follow the original
course through Binghamton, Elmira,
Corning and Jamestown (o BErie. It
would run thence through Ashtabula,
Cleveland, Eipla and Toledo, 0., and
Goshen, Elkhart, La FPorte and Valpa-
raiso, Ind., to Chicago.

Mr. A, R. Shattuck, president of the
e¢lub, outlined the progress of the Good
Roads movement in Massachusetts, New
Jersey and Lhis state. Mr. Bhattuck
spoke of promises as the best the New
York Clhiy officinls so far have contrib-
uted to highway reform. It was sug-
gested by him that the National Govern-
ment appropriste $32.000,000 a year for
ronds which would give 40-mile strotches
in ench of five districts on the route of
the proposed great National highway
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

Buch a transcontinental road, he de-
clared, would sttract automobllists from
all over the world, who would bring mil-
llons of dollars into this country.

Reed's Anclent Family Linenge.
New York Timea.

Incredulity has been excited in some
quarters by the statement that ex-Speaker
Reed belonged to the elghth generation of
a Portland famlly. This statement -ap-
peared In several obituary articles, and it
Ald speem Inconsistent with general im-
pressions ss to the antiquily of American
families and towns, Portland, however,
was not founded yesterday or the day be-
fore, and Mr. Reed took more than usual
palng to look up the reconds of his for-
bears, making the task the amusement of
an active life, of course, inatead of the
business of an ldle one, and thereby avold-
ing any possible eriticlsm on the subject
of his genealogical tastes, Hia Investiga-
“tlons carrled him back to one George
Cleeve, who settled In 1633 on what was
then eniled Falmouth Neck, first as the
agent of Bir Ferdinanda Georges, who
owned sl the land thereabout, and re-
malned In a4 similar eapacity fof Alexander
Rigby, who, exercising authority derived
from Cromwell, erected the reglon Into &
province named Lygonia, and made Cleeve
Govarnor of it. Cleeve had no sons, but
his only daughter, Ellzabeth, Married an
adventurous Irishman, Michasl Mitton,
who had drifted to the colony, and one of
her daughters, in turn, married the fam-
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ous Indian fighter, Anthony Brackett,
from whom Mr. Reed derived his middle
name. The remalinder of the line, as Mr.
Reed himsel once gave It runs—Anthony
Brackett, of Portsmouth: Thomas Brack-
ett (kllled by the Indlans in Portland);
Joshua Brackett, Anthony Brackett,
Thomas Brackett, Mary Brackett (married
Joseph Reed), Thomas Brackett Reed,
Br., Thomas Brackett Reed, Jr. The fancy
may be Innoeently, If not very profitably,
exercised in crediting to one or another
of these ancestors the various elements
In Mr. Reed’s character., Many a Buropean
nobleman cannot trace hls descent so far,
or with 80 much reason for homest pride
and personal satlsfaction. as the ex-
Speaker could. Beveral times, az now, the
house hes depended for perpetuation upon
an only daughter.

THE COLUMEBIA'S SQUEEGEE

Another Illnstration That the Goard=
fans of Language Never Sleep.

New York Sun.

The Independent Order of the Sons of
Byntax and Worthy Outside Guards of
the Englsh Langunge never sleeps It
has all seasons for its own and is as great
by sea as by land, terra marlque, as our
solemn did friond, Dr. Thomas Kerchever
Arnold’s “Latin Prose Composition™ used
to tell ue In the brave days of yore. From
the BErooklyn navy-yard and the Unilted
States steamer Columbin comes this volpe
of fAattering blume:

Your high peaition as a purist ia Engilsh
must not be menaced by your use of the word
Ymyusegae.'” The word Is “squligee.””

A purist in English! Bless your heart,
liver and parts of speech, man, we are
neither purist nor Puritan, neither Phills-
tine nor prig. The languuge was made for
and by man, not man for language; and
for years we have bidden the pedants, the
lexicolaters, the solemn, strutting gram-
marians, go hang. And now, as to that
sweet, strange word, “squilgee,” and com-
pany. You prefer the form “squligee’ A
form more truly nautieal, perhaps; at any
rate, dearer to you and the Nautical dic-
tionary. “Sgullgee” be it, then, for your
use; and the man who would take those
precious letters from you Is a2 “swab,” as
they say In squeegeese. But if David or
DMck prefers another member of the
squllgee family, and lkes the looks of
“squecgoe’ or “squeged’’ or ‘'squllges” or
“squillagee,’”” who shill say him bpay?
These are all respectable family words. In
the matter of melady, “squillnges"” mey
se¢em {he enost gifted. You remember Dib-
din's Hnes?

A wet, wet deck nnd a flowing sea,
And a =torm that scrapes like o squillagee.

Another grief of the seafaring critic:
“Marines nre the ship's soldlers, not the
sallora. Why do the newspapers call ma-
rines ““jackies’?

Do the newspapers call the marines
“fackies’'? If they do, thelr authority 1s
Admiral Kipilng, R. N., who says that the
murine & soldler and sallor, too.

Third article of complaint: “Don’t say
1" for ‘Hghted,” * Thus does our Colum-
blan mariner draw hi= squllgee and seek
to scrape away an unoffending. imperfect
and past participle. Hall, Columbian, hap-
py man. Would you mind writing on only
one =lde of your paper the next time you
squecgee the English langunge?

EMPIRE SPREADS WEST

Center Now, Taking Into Account
the Philippines, Is in HKansas,

New Tork World.

A monument placed last Wedneaday in
a lonely fleld between Wigg's Btation and
Elizabethtown, seven miles southeast of
Columbus, Ind., marks the center of popu-
“latlon of the United States proper at the
end of the 19th century. It also commem-
orates the folly of those, who, at the cen-
tury's beginning, thought It imposaible
that seaboard clvilization would ever pass
beyond the Alleghanles. Our center of pop-
ulation, Including Alaskas, Porto Rlco and
the Philippines, le somewhere In Kansas—
exactly where Ia unknown, as we have no
census of the Filiplnosa.

In 100 years the center traveled West-
ward 478 miles, or sbhout three feet per
hour, The line made by Its progress wis
drawn to Its southern-most point in 1530 by
the deeviopment of Kentucky, Tennessee
and the lower Mississipp! region, wavered
north untll 1590, went south in 1880, and
northward agaln (n 1800. Its longest jump
was 51 miles betweegy 180 and 1580 because
of the Callfornia gold fever; the shortest
was from 15 to 1800, when, because of
the growth of the Eastern d‘um it trav-
eled bidt 14 miles weat, and whan the de-
velopment of Texas, which galns ns many
Congressmen in the new apportionment
as New York, agl of Oklahoma and the
Indlan Territory, deflacted [t threa miles
south. At the end of the century it is
wvery nearly due west of where It started

Where will the center be In A D, 20007
Eastern prophets see it orawling slowly
into INMlinocls, and there pausing. Far West-
ern men say that It will continue to go
rapidly westward, Systematic irrigation
witk its amall farms and compact civiliza-
tion, they say. Is only beginning the trans-
formation of the West Into plains as rich
end populous as Babylon's of old; and
they may not be dreaming. If the center
were to move westward In this century
just as it did In the last, the year 2000
would find It In Missourl a Httle southeast
of Leavenworth, Kan., where it would still
be considerably cnst of the geographical
center. For thie Is indead a very big
country!

A Penslon Widow's Record.

Washington Times.
Pension Commissioner Ware has just

completed an investigation that revealed
o atrange case of a woman's love for
the Army. The charge was recently
made that Mra Ashton, of New Albany,
Ind,, was drawing four pensions. A
search of the records brought to light the
fact that Mrs. Ashton has had four hus-
bands, and that each one of them was
either a soldler or nn ex-soldler. It also
shows that she drew two widow's pen-
slons of $8 a month, although she did not
draw them simultancously., Her first hus-
band dled soom after the war, and In
course of time she was given a penalon,
When she married again her penslon
stopped, but It was not long untll she
aaked to be restored to the payroll owing
to hor second husband's death. Her claim
was verlfled and she got the pension.
Then she married again, and her third
spouse went the way of the others, while
ghe went back to the Pension Office. Be-
fore the necessary formalitles could be
gone through, however, she accompanied
a fourth battle-scarred veteran to the
altar, so she received no pension. The
department Is awalting further develop-
ments.

A Crane's Body Stopped the Cars.
New York Times.

Something happened to the tranamisslon
lines of the Utlea & Mohawk Valler Rail-
way during the big fire In Whitesboro a
few nights ago, and It was at first thought
that the trouble was dus to the fire. As
s0on &8 poeslble men were sent over the
lines, and on the river flats they found the
eource. The body of a large crane was
hanging over the wires. It iz supposed
that the bird flew against one of the wires
and was killed by the shock. The body fell
against the other wires, and this short-
circulted the power. [t resulted in stalling
the cars of the systam, and the bird's body
will be mounted for the company.
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