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m the old law was founded, and that which
forms the basls for the new provision,
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Bome of the labor agltators refuse to
st anything commendable in the recent
decision to lnaugurate the pension sys-
tern on the Harriman rallronds They
allege 1t to be a device for binding
workmen more hopelesaly than ever un-
der the mercilese grind of combined cap-
ital, and are disappointed to find that
the reilroads are not to collect the pen-
sion money from the wages of employes.
This I an ungenerous view to take of
the matter, and it Is not llkely to gain
much eympathy. So much may be said
without regardig the pension In the
light of a charity. It is not charity.
There are good business reasons under-
Iring the pension movement., The effi-
clency of most men is materially im-
palired &t 60 years of age, and yet a cor-
poration thit should embark on the pol-
jcy of discharging, eimply because they
were growing old, employes who had
served faithfully through many years,
cutting them off without any provision
for the future, would be subjected to the
eeverest condemnstion. The railroad
penslon systom opens & falr way for re-
juvenatlon of the service, and for keeplng
it in a condition of vigorous efficlency at
all pointa. It recognizes the moral claim
of men who have worn themeelves out
o rallroad work. There is, however, an-
other reason for lntroducing pensions at
this time. It will tend 10 appease the
demand of workmen for larger wages.
It will not entirely take the place of an
advance in pay, but a disposition on the
purt of the company to take care of
faithful employes must have a good ef-
fert down the line; It makes for good
nature and tolerance, and in various
ways it contributes to & better under-
standing. Of course, it may be sald
that the companies will uss the pension
as a means of whipping the lnbor unions
into line by denying its privileges to
men who go on strike, and making
other conditions that would to an extent
reduce the independence of the em-
ployes But nothing of this sort has yet
appeared In the announcemenis made
regarding the pension eystem. There
are other reasons enough to justify It
There will probably be no attempt to
force the pension upon unwilling men.
Such & move would arouss & mighty
wrath, for the American soverelgn is
much averse to being coerced Into say-
thing.

Under the provisions of the Initiative
and referendum smendment to the con-
stitution, the le reserve the right to
order any act of the Leglslature sub-
mitted to popular vote. Petitions for
the referendum may be flled st any
time within ninety days after the ad-
Jourmment of the sesslon at which the
act was passed. It fallows, therefore,
that no aot goes into effect until the
ninety days have explred, except In the
case of acts necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health or safe-
ty, which acts may be put into effect
Immedlately. It has been sald by a
number of the newspapers of the state,
aftenn upon the authority of well-known
attorneys, that if the Leglslature sees
At to declare that the public safety re-
guires that & certain act shall take ef-
fect Immediately, the courts will not go
behind this declaration of the Legisia-
ture. In other words, that If the Legis-
Inture wishes to deprive the people of
the right to vote upon any measure,
they can do o0 by attaching a clause
declaring that the public peace, health
or safety require that it shall take ef-
fect upon ite approval by the Governor.
Thus far no one has attempted to ques-
tion the soundness of the view of the
jlaw as thus expressed, and already
there Is talk of the Legisiature evading
the referendum by attaching the emer-
gency clause to acts that it 1s deslred
should take effect at once. With due
deference to the generslly accepted opin-
lon, exception make be taken 1o that
view of the power of the Legisiature. It
is not probable that the Legislature will
try to evade the referendum in such a
manner, nor that 1t could if it wished to
do mo, It is sald, and It is true, that un-
der the former constitutional provislons,
an act dld aiot iake effect untll ninety
days after the adjournment, unless an
emergency exlsted, which emergency
must be declared in the act. Under thie
provision all sorts of measures, many of
them of the most trivial Importance,
were put Into effect at once by merely
sttacking the emergency clause. When-
ever the question was presented In the
courts, it was held that the emergency
clause was effective, and that the courts
wonld not go back of the Leglalature's
declaration that an emergency existed.
The courts refused to try the question
whether the emergency did In fact exist.
Assuming that the courts would make a
simllar ruling under the new provisions,
lawyers have been asserting that the
ninety-day limitation ¢an be cut off,

It should be observed, but has oot
been, that there is & very essential dif-

turity to demand the referendum If they

purpose is to give the people an oppor-

wish., If, therefore, the Legisiature de-
clares that, for the preservation of the
public peace, health and safety, it ls
necessary that an act go into effect im-
mediately, and such declaration ls not
true, the pecple have been deprived of
& right reserved to them by the consti-
tutlon. If an act should be paseed at
the coming session of the Legislature
pearing the emergency clsuse, and
thereafter any legal voter should bring
sult to enjoin proceedings under the
law before the expiration of the ninety
days, the courts would doubtless Ingulre
into the facts In order to ascertaln
whether the emergency dld exist In
that case the declaration of the Legiels-
ture might be taken as prima facle evi-
dence that the emergency existed, but if
this could be overcome by other evi-
dence, the courts would enjoln proceed-
ings until the people had been given an
opportunity to exercise their referendum
privilege. Lawyers are more competent
to pasa upon these questions than are
newspapers, but It seems that this view
of the law s warranted by the difference
between the reason for the old law and

the reason for the new.
—

THE SOLID WEST.

The Memphis Commercial - Appenl
(Dem.) warns the Natlonal Democracy
that the recent elections have made 1t
plain that a Republican “solid West™ 1s
now to be reckoned with elmost as much
as is & Democratic solld South. This s
true, and because it is true the Democ-
racy has no reasonable ground of hope
to elect Itm candidate in 1804 President
Roosevell has clearly captured the solld
West, and is likely to hold It firmly and
obtein a re-slection. Democratic politi-
clans from the Empire State are quoted
as saying that “the only man the Demo-
erats can win with in 1504 is Grover
Clevelagd.” It 1s quite possible that
Grover = Cleveland could carry New
York, for New York Is really a Demo-
cratic state, but outside of New York
Mr. Cleveland, with no disrespect to
him, be it sald, s politically & back
oumber. The people have outgrown him
in the solld West, and also In Connecti-
cut and New Jersey, once Democratic
states. Mr, Cleveland is & steadfast op-
ponent of our Fhilipplne policy, and no
man who is openly hostile to that polioy
has eny chance to be elected in 1504,
Furthermore, the Presidentinl election
at the North will turn on the working-
men's vote, meaning by that not merely
the voles of men who belong to labor
unlons, but to the mase of the people
who work for wages, who are affiliated
by sympathy with the cause of laber,
when its controversy rests on justice.
The action of President Roosevelt in
the matter of the arbitration of the coal
strike has commanded both approval
and disspproval from intelligent men
who differ as to its wisdom as® & matier
of officlal wisdom and prepriety: but
all men of peace and good-will agree
that his intervention was prompted by
high and generous motives. This is the
fact that will be longest remembered,
and 1t will glve Mr. Roosevelt the work-
ingmen’s vote throughout the solld
West, Connectiout and New Jerssy, and
it would give It to him In New York
City if ite workingmen's vote was not
s0 largely controlled by Tammany. The
Democrate may carry New York, Dela-
ware and Maryland in 1904, but they
are not sure of any of these states, and
Delawars and Maryland are quite as
likely to be Repullican as Democratie.
But giving them the electoral vote of
these states with that of the solld South,
they would still be beaten, for only 239
voties are necessary to elect, and the Re-
publicans with the solld West, Connecti-
cut, West Virginia and New Jersey,
would have 272 votes. Not one of the
Westernn States has gone Democratic
this year. The change s enormous and
overwhelming which makes a state like
Colorado, which gave Bryan over 20,000
mejority in 1900, cast a Republlican ma-
jority in 1002, Idaho and Montana,
which were carried by Bryan o 1800,
are also Republiean states today.
The spirit of the West s young and
progressive., 1t naturally sympathizes
with the policy of expansion sustained
by the Republican party In the Philip-
pines, but also with the “strenucus”
temperament of Président Roosevelt. It
Hkes him none the less because he is a
rough rider and a sportsman. It likes
him because it belleves that Roosevell
obtalned his best life diecipline when he
was a ranchman and a “rough rider,”
whether In peace or war. It likes him
very much as the West liked Andrew
Jackeon. The great popularity of Mr,
Blalne at the West was due to the fact
that he wns more of a Western-born
and bred man than he was a New Eng-
land man. He was born and bred in
Western Penmnsylvania, spent his early
manhood in Kentucky, had lived In
Ohlo, and dld not go to New England
unill he was 28 years old. Blalne had
the Western manner and methods In
politics and soclal life rather than the
New England ways, and the West took
to him naturally, even a® they take to
Roosevelt, despite his New York birth.
The West, therefore, e solid for the Re-
publican party for two reasons—it likes
its principles and it loves its man.

On the other hand, the Democratic
party of today is so completely without
any principles or policy that ex-Mayor
Hewitt, of New York City, while con-
fessing that he Is not a Republican, de-
uleg that he is any longer a Democrat,
gaying that he does not recognise the
Democratic perty in ite present dress,
1f the Democratic party should nomi-
nate Cleveland In 1904, Mr. Hewitt
would be a Democrat again; but the
Democratic @arty is not Hkely to aomi-
nate Cleveland, or' even Olney, in 1904,
and even If 1t did It could not .win, for
Cleveland and Olney could nelther of
them possibly carry the solld West
agalnst Roosevelt. Granting that Cleve-
land and Olney are men of personal
abllity and worth, they are not In sym-
pathy with the spirit of the West; they
are not, so to speak, In “its swim." The
people of the West have outgrown thege
men: they are too conservative, too
vmivsabacked,” to satisfy the solld West,
s0, whether the conservative Democracy
of the East or the radical Democracy of
the West names the ¢candldate, it cannot
name 2 man who can possibly win ln
1904,
The Republican party has thus far ob-

the people becauss it is an “‘up-to-date”
party; it always has a policy that rests
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on reason and
ocratic party i generally without & pol-
jey: a mere party of negations, or, If it
mny poiicy, as it did in 189 and
1 "
grown to maturity In a madhouse. The
last policy of the Democratic party was
free silver at 16 to 1 and free riot. The
conservative Democracy fepudiated this
policy, but If it named a policy today
it would be mothing but & return to the
old policy of negation; it would deny
the wisdom of the accomplished Repub-
Hean policy of expansion and reaew its
old cry of tariff for revenue only. On
elther issue it could not break the line
of the Republican solld Wast.

coms before the
and Olympia next month than the pro-
posed bill for protecting our forests
from destruction by fire. Even under
the most drastlc methods that may be
adopted, it will be Impossible to pre-
vant soms losa each year by fires which
could not well be avolded, but never
again should Oregon and Washington
face such an cnormous
caused by the conflagration which swept
over the timber belts of the {wo statés
last Fall. The Bureau of Forestry at
Washington, from the reporis of special
Agenis, places the loss In the two states
at $12,700,000, about ome-third of this
amount belng placed
and the remainder agalnst Washingion.

stroyed in this state is estimated at over
4,000,000,000 feet, and some ldes of the
magnitude of this loss ean be gleaned
from the fact that it would have been
sufficlent to keep all of the mills in Ore.’
goa running for four years

mon 18 one of the great Industries of the
stete, giving emplovment to thousands
of people and annually disbursing large
sums of money on both the Oregon and
Washington sides of the river; but if
this Industry was suspended, and not a
fish caught for four years, the actual
losa to the two states would be |ess
than that suffered in a few weeks last
Fall by the wholesale destruction of the
forests. This losa Is not shown to its
fullest extent by the Government fig-
ures, as they are supposed to cover only
etanding timber of a merchantable value
Bt the time of its destruction.
quired hundreds of years to bring the
glant fir, spruce and
perished so quickly to the state of per-
fection in which the deadly flames found
them, and to replace them, If they ever
could be replaced, would be the work,
not of years and generations, but of
centuries

which the Government does not include
in Its figures consists of thousands, and
perhaps milllons, of young trees, which
eventually would take the piace of the
merchantable timber as it was removed.
The logger, with all of his vandalism in
destroving
weay, always leaves a preity falr stand
of young trees on the ground. These
young trees, If permitted to grow, will
in time replace the forests now falling

are wiped out of existence by the flames,
the Indifference of mankind toward pos-
terity wiil prevent thelr ever helng re-
placed. Just what form of legislation
wiil be the best Is yot to be determined,

talned and retained the confidence of

experience, but the Dem-

it 1s & policy boru in fdiccy and

LEGISLATION IS NEEDED,

No measure of er Importance will
tures at Salem

sgainst Oregon

The amount of standing timber de-

The packing of Columbia River sal-
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&r trees which

The timber destroyed In these fires

everything that gets In his

before the logger's ax, but when they

Both the Oregon and Washington Legls-
latures Include A number of men @i-
rectly interested in the preservation of
our forests, and the demand for some
protection against & repetition of the
awful sacrifice of last Summer and Fall
is & urgent that it s hardly probable
that much difficulty will be encountered
In drafting a measure that wHl be ap-
proved.
The buming of slashings by eettlers
Is generally blamed for the fires which
have wrought such destruction, and a
law preventing Such work during the
dry season, and carrying a heavy pen-
alty, would undoubtedly have a good
effect. This state now holds the great-
est bodles of fine timber that are to be
found anywhere in the world, and any
measure tending to prevent the destruc-
tion of these foreste by unnatural means
will meet with the hesrty approval of
every one interested In the growth of
the state. =

THE FPHILOSOPHER'S STONE,

Ella Wheeler Wilcox's latest book,
“The Heart of the New Thought,” s
being quite extensively reviewed., Op-
tirhistic above all things, Mrs, Wilcox
finds readers for whatever she writes,
and these readers usually find encour-
agement In her enjoyment ln life and
its posstbllities. Bhe is emphatically of
the beltef that it Is mever too late to
make a new start, and says: “If T were
100 years old and in posgession of my
facultiee, T would not hesitate to under-
take a mew enterprise which offered a
hope of bettering my condition™ She
urges women to keep santiment allve
in their own hearts and in the hearts of
their husbands, and adds: “Make your
iife glorious with sunlight, rich with]
harvests and bright with color, Be-
lleve absolutely in your own God-given
power to overcome everything. Desire
success #o intently that you attract it
as the magnet doeg the steel”

This 18 cheerful advice, and hopeful
as well, And, slnce we cannot have too
much of hopefulness and good cheer In
life, it may be well to Indoree it, even
at the risk of becoming Micawber-
ke In the dally and hourly expectation
for “something to turn up.”

Gond as this advice is, however, and
abounding, as it does, In optimlsm,
which, from Mrs. Wilcox's interpreta-
tion, seems to be the “heart of the mew
thought,” she glvea better, baecauss more
practical, advies a lttle further on.
“Above &llL" she says, '‘wear new
clothes and take deep breaths" Deep
breathing, she affirms, 1» an aid to re-
liglous meditation. And when she be-
comes gpecific and adds: “Place your
hands tightly upon your knees, close
your mouth and eyes, leave your spines
free, wWear no compressing garments,
and then inflate the abdominal reglons
while you count seven, repeat seven
times, and go through the process at
least twice a day.,” she has glven a
tformula for health that discounts the
art of the apothecary and the mnagic of
his potions, and at the same time pute
the docirines of the faith curist to
flight., Yet the Christian Sclentists claim
Mrs. Wilcox as one of thelr late con.
verts,

There Is something in her comblasation
of feith and works that suggests the
bluff old Christian soldier's exhortation
to his troops, “Trust In God and keep
your powder dry,"” as well as In Mother
Eddy’s advice to her followers to avold
contact with persons who have conta-
glous diseases, while denying the possi-
billty of contracting them. It is thus
that the saving grace of common sense
comes to the reascue of the votaries of
the “new thought,” =o called, and causes

times—those
is the simple things that are difficult!”

over the pgenersl
freight rates due to the rapld increase in

e
compelled to pay the subsidy, it ia to
be hoped that the French taxpayers
may keep up the contribution. The
present situation undoubtedly had con-
siderable hearing on. the action of the
British Parllament la rejecting the
proposition to subsidize the British mer-
chant marine. The experience of France
showe quite plainly that it ia nop the
country paylng the subsidy’ that reaps

ghipowner is entitled to remuneration,

‘lic will be keld In San Francisco next

abdominal reglons—ah, it

emoralization of

profitable situation for the Pa-
Coast producers, and, as they out-
ber the shipowners in the ratio of
veral thousands to one, and are not

the benefits resulting from the cregtion
of this artificial trede condition. The

es the laborer !s worthy of his hire, but
that remunetation should be fixed and
determined by the natural laws of trade,
and mot by govennmental Interference in
private enterprises. A few French ship-
owners are growing rich at the expenss
of the milifons of taxpayers of that
country. Aside from the few shipown-
ers, the only ones who profit by the un-
natural condition are the producers in
other parts of the world, and most of
these producers have no trade relations
whatever with France.

Last Mounday the Supreme Court of
Oregon affirmed the judgment of the
Cireult Court for Marlon County sen-
tencing &8 warchouseman to a ternx of
two years in the penitentlary for lar-
ceny of wheat stored in his warehouse,
Although a number of criminal cases
agalnat warehousemen have been prose-
cuted W the courts, this is the first con-
viction that has been had In many
years, The execution of the senteénce
should have a very salutary effect,
There |8 no more reason why a ware-
houseman who steals wheat should es-
cape than there is why an ordinary
hobo should be permitted to go free
when he | caught In the act of robbing
a store. In the Marion County case
farmers had storéd some 10,000 bushele
of grain in the warehouse, and when
they were ready to sell the wheat was
gone and the warehouseman could offer
no gort of an explanation. His defense
to the case brought against him by a
tarmer who lost 200 bushels was purely
a technical one, and, very fortunately, It
falled. While the farmers will rejolce
over his convietion, it would not be at
all surprising if they should a few
months hence join in a petition asking
for his pardon.

The thirty-seventh annual encamp-
ment of the Grand Army of the Repub-

May from the 5th to the Tth, Inclusive.
The position of commander-in-chlef of
that body Is eagerly sought as a mark
of honor and a vantage-ground of influ-
ence, and regularly constituted politieal
methods are employed to secure It. Gen-
eral John C. Black, of Chicago, ls thus
early in the race for this position. He
recelved the Indorsement of the Council
of Administration at its recent meeting
in Bt. Louls, and his electlon will be
zealously urged. The American citizen
who aspires to responsible position In
ordinary political life is, if capabie and
worthy, honored for his ambition. Not
the less so I8 the old soldier who aepires
to be the head of the organlzation
known as the Grand Army of the Re-
public. General Black is no valn carpet
knight, but a soldler trled and true, and
a brave one withal, else would he not
enter upon the campalgn now mapped
out for him, It may be sald even at
this distance that If he is chosen com-
mander-in-chief the G, A. R. will have
a competent preslding officer,

There !s a demand from all sectlons of
the state for the snactment of a cor-
poration tax law which will require cor-
porations to pay the state for the spe-
clalprivileges enjoyed. Anylaw upon this
stibject should be very carefully drawm,
80 that It may not be objectionabla from
either a business or legal standpolnt.
The tax should oot be heavy enough to
drive away any legitimate enterprise.
The manner of ite collection should be
such as to reduce the cost of collection
to the minimum. The plan of the tax
ghould be s0 simple as to Involve no
difficulty in ascertalning the amount
due from any concern, and there should
not be incorporated Into the law any
provislon concerning the wvalldity of
which there may be any doubt, The
privilege of doing businéss as a cor-
poration has a value, and the privilege
should be taxed. The question is not
how much the corporations can be made
to pay, but how much they ought to
pay. If the requirements of the tax are
reasonable, they will not be a great bur-
den to any corporation dolng a legiti-
mate business.

Young Cornelius Vanderbilt cught not
to die, for He is the best Vanderbilt that
lves today. He married the woman he
loved, even at the sacrifice of his share,
a9 the eldest son, of his father's eetate,
He has displayed unusual taleat In the
mechanleal department of rallroading,
having Invented an Improved locomo-
tive firebox that Is highly spoken of by
experts. He has lectured on rallroad-
ing, and the current number of the
North American Review contalos an
article from his pent on the subject of
electricity as a maoplve power of rall-
way transportation. He I8 the moat
gifted and promising member of his
father's family. p

Since Governor Chamberiain is having
such a hard time choosing from among
the many candidates for the superin-
tendency of the penitentiary, he might
salve the problem by adopting a home-
rule policy and leave the matter to a
vote of the Inmates of the lnstitution,
However the matter is settled, the gen-
tlemen who wear the striped uniforms
will have nio fear of loaing thelr joba

In Nebraska the State Board of Char-
ities and Corrections ia asking the Leg-
islature to pass an act making it a
erime for a husband to desert his wife
How foollsh to expect a Legislature of
men to pass such a law! Acting upon
the suggestion, they may pass a law
making it a eriminal offense for a wife
to desert her husband.
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Dignified They Make 'Em \ at the thought of Mr. Roose
The biggest diplomntic joke of several mnﬂumw‘w"mm
yeurs in Intimation Japan that| In this Mr. Carnegle Is at one with Mr.
John Barrett s not eufMclently Jamea J. Hill, of the Northern Securities
for a States Minlster to that coun- | Company. That gentleman i3 quoted in
try. If he is not, In the name of the great | the Chicago Record-Herald as gravely In-
horn spoon, =? dorsing PreaMent Roosevelt's for

Great Northern Railway, without a
—or st least without one wvisible to the
Teporter—"assuming that you want to en-
courage what Is good and prevent what
fs bad.”

stand
elected United States Senator.
ter of fact Mr. Geer haa never
lar with the Democrats of Oregon. t
they lke {s some conmistency occasionally.

Reform Sehool Doesn't Reform.

Albany Democrat.
Peopla who are putt;e;nll
clare that the Reform ool

tyral , used to speak

of Mr. Roosevelt &8s “our greatest living
thinker.”” He might well have called him
moralist. No one could show

site as run In Oregon,
some other states;sthat It s a reform
school only In name.

the impulse to go out and take your fel-
lows by the throat In order to compel
them to think and act just as you do.
Corporations may have no wsouls, but
trusts have a moral nature. Mr. Roose-
velt {s certaln; and it i3 his burning de-
sire to “draw the line at conduct” in deal-
ing with them. Conduct may be only
three-fourths of life, but it is the whole
of trusts, as the President sees them.

We regret to observe, however, a ribald
spirit manifesting Itself in the Western
press on the subject of Mr. Hoosoveit's
moral discriminations In the matter of
trusts. The Irreverent newspaper cartoon-
ist pictures the President taking the moral
pulse of the warlous maonopolies from
which the e suffer, and awarding &
halo to each one that can assume, for
the nonce, a saintly expression. It Is
pointed out, teo, that the moral quality
of trusts will necessarily vary with their
politics. The chairman of the Republican
National Committee, for example; could
not fail to certlfy to the virtues of trusts
that had made the propsr contributions.
Who i{= to be the examiner in trust mor-
als? What is to be the test of goodness?
Shall we ask whether the trusts pay good
wages, are regular in church attendance,
and are kind to their families”

Such questions sound ludicrous, but
they are not more ludierous than i= the
whole attempt to sottle a queation of law,
of publie policy, by irrelevant distinctiona
of good and bad. If the trusts are found-
ed upon a dangerous principis, If they
operate by methods repugnant to our tra-
ditlons of equity and of law, then they
are all bad. If, on the contrary, their
foundation is legal and thelr methods
equitable, they are all good, In the only
sense that the legialator can take cogniz-
ance of the goodness of a public institu-
tion, and should be let alone. To try to
mark off the “good” trusts from the
“bad,” when onee you have conceded that
thelr principle is wrong, s llke talking of
good and bad tyranny, good and bad op-
pression, good and bad slavery. We can-
not legislate upon what is passing In the
mind of & man, nor can we know what Is
pasaing In the mind of a trust. All that
we can ask is, "Are you viclating the
statute Jaw? Do your operations contra-
vene the prohibition of monopoly in the
common law? Is there need of new en-
actments to head off your cunning in get-
ting around old lawa?" Only such quos-
tions have peint In the premises. By the
answers to them alone can legislation he
guided. The politiclan may run off on
some such personal lssue as will lead him
to say of o given trust, in the words, of
the darkey song, "It certalnly was good
to me''; but the statesman can look only
to legal principles and legisintive rem-
edles of universal application.

For a contrast between moral fumbling
with trusts and a clear-cut description of
evils to be cut out by law, one has only
to turn from the President's Ineffactive
Jecture on good and bad trusts to Attor-
ney-General Knox's spesch at Pittsburg
on October 14 In trenchant Ianguage he
described the abuses committed by trusts
{n violation of “the rights or recorded will
of the people’* These are: “Over-cap-
{talization, lack of publicity, dlscrimina-
tion In prices to destroy competition, in-
sufficlent personnl responsibility of offi-
cers and directors, tendency to monopoly
and lack of appreciation of thelr relations
to the people.’” There you have dafinite
specifications. Mr. Knox did not stick
{n the bark of doubts whether, after all,
pome trusts guoilty of such abuses might
not be “good," though some were “bad,"”
but went as Jawyer and statesman swift-
ly to the point of declaring that all com-
binations involving such, or any such,
{llegalities and frauds vpon the publlc
were of a sort which the Government
should ‘“endeavor to destroy,” That
sounded as If it meant business. Mr.
Roosevelt's dellcate splitting of moral
hairs ‘twixt north and northwast side la,
in com n. painfully hesitant and fr-
relavant.

There I8 talk of amending the Sherman
anti-trust law at this session of Congress.
If the thing were to be done (n accord-
ance with President Rooseveit's notion of
belng good to good trusts, the first sec-
tion of the amended law would read about
as follows:

“Every contract entered Into for bad
purposes, combination of bad men In the
form of harmful trust or otherwise, or
reprehensible conspiracy in Improper re-
straint of wholesome trade or useful com-
merce bétween the several states or for-
elgn nations, in hareby declared to be il
legal If its conduuct is bad. Bvery per-
son, unless he Is good, who shall make
any such bad contract or engage In any
such improper combination or undesirabls
conspiracy shall be deemed guilty of &
misdemeanor unless it appears that his
motives were excellent,” ete.

That i what we come to when we
“geaw the lne at conduct” in drafing
laws,

Foundation Stone in Greatness.
Baker City Democrats

In the commercial walks of lfe Sol
Hirsch was one of the foundation stones
upon which the bulwark of Oregon's
greatness was builded. A ploneer mer-
chant, his excéllent business qualities
were the making of a large fortune in &
legitimate way, and his wise counsal and
steadfast {riendship for those who main.
tained his confidence wns the secret of
the success of hundreds of men in Oregon
who today are enjoying the fruits of his
kindly consideration and assistance.

Civilization and the Barons,

Lewiston Tribune.
Mr. Rockefsller has given Chicago Uni-
versity another milllon, but Iast week he
ralsed the price of ofl 1 cent a gallon,
which will net his company 35,000,000 a
year. Our trust magnates, though, are
great improvements over those of cruder
days. Formerly the barons, after confis-
cating estates and chattels, would throw
the victims into a dungedn and slit their
throats, but now the fashion Is to still
keep the victims at work and endow &
university or a library with & part of
the loot.

Unknown BEastern Oregon Candidate,

Ealem Btatesman.

If Eastern Oregon has a man who wanta
to be United Stateés Senntor he should
have accepted the opportunity presented
by the last Legisiature and the invitation
of Governor Geer to leave the whole mat-
ter to the people at the ballot box. We
bave all been saying for years that we
wanted the people given a chance to be
heard on the choosing of Unlted Btates
Senators, and with a law on the statute
books giving the people this chance, Gov-
ernor Geer was the only Republlean In
the state who was willing to risk his
chances before the popular tribunal. This
recognized the people as belng worthy of
consideration, and having recelved a ma-
jority of the votes of the state In a con-
test that was open to all aspirants, he is
entitled to the frults of the victory.

Facilities Here Are Ample,

Albany Herald.

The great rivalry between Coast poris
for the Pacific transport trade has fipally
been settled by dlviding the business be-
tween Seattle and San Francisco. Poert-
land ls left entirely out in the cold so far
as any Government shipping is concerned.
It must be admitted that neither Portiand
nor any other Oregon port has the deep
sea channsl like Seattle and SBan Francis-
co, yet there are harbor and channel fa-
eilities and water enough to accommodate
any of the trans-Pacific ships now doing
business at any Coast porta. Few of the
transports are a8 large as some of the
tramp steamers coming to Portland or
have as deep a draught as the Asiatio
liners making regular runs to Portland.
Tha Government supplles can be ob-
tained In Portland as cheap as in any eity
on the Coast, If not cheaper. Then juat
why Portland is not considered In the
transport trade s not easily understood.

And Yet Oregonians Complain.

Corvallls Times,
A epray of ripe raspberries grown in the
open air In a Corvallls garden Was on ex-
hibitlon on the street Monday. ImBoston
the ecold Is so Intense that street-cars are
constantly blockaded, traffic interrupted
and the poor are rioting for the coal they
hove not the means to buy. In portions
of New York the public schools have been
dismissed on account of the Intense cold
and the shoriage of coal. On the rasp-
berry vine mentloned there are berries In
every stuge of development, from the
blossom to the red berries in the richness
of perfect maturity. The bush from which
it was tnken in the north end of town
was coversd nll over with the frultage
and blossoms that are a mighty contrast
with the howling blasts of the lcy Bast
If Webfooters sometimes kick at the
rains, it is because they fall to feel the
pinch of the lelele or the chill of the cold
that now prevalls on the other side of the
continent.

Growih of Northerm FPorts.

Tacoma News,

In comparison with this official state-
ment of the forelgn commerce handied at
the Golden Gate, the following record of
Puget Sound's: imports and exports pre-
gents a-striking contrast and showa that
the trans-Pacific commerce ls taking the
routs which offers the least resistance and
is rapldly concentrating on Puget Bound.
For 10 months of 152 Puget Bound’s ex-
ports smounted In value to $25,199.974, as
compared with $20,147,660 during the corre-
sponding months of 1¥1. Imports for the
same period were valued at $10,288,085 In
142, as compared with $6,687,748 In 150L
Total forelgn commerce for 10 months:
$39.566,060 In 1902, 6548 In 190L. Im-
crease, $11,7M,661, or at the rate of 4.7 per
cent. Portland Or., is also making galns
in her forelgn commerce, notwithatanding
the embarrassments and difcuities which
attend her efforts to make a seaport out of
an Inland town. Portland's foreign com-
merce, imports and exports combined, for
10 months ending with October, 1902, were
valued at 311327988, ns ocompared with
§9,782.533 in the corresponding months of
131, Thus Portland's forelgn commerce
increascd §1,545,138, or at the rate of 15.8
per cent, while San Francisco's showed
& decline of $81L87, of L6 per cent,

Bon Voyage.

H. B. Vynne. in the Inter Ocean.
Gond-bye, Tom Reed! f
You were, indeed,

A stout man and a’troe
You had the strength
That brought, at length,

The love af men to you.

Good-bye, Tom Reed!
You pald no head

To ways of little men,
Did what was right,
But in your mixht

The love of men to you.

Good-bye, Tom Reed!
Yon sowed the seed
Of manhood where you passed;
Your way was long.
Your hand-grip strong,
Your heart strong—to the last.

"Mid heat of hats,
In the debats,
You saw hate take tha lead;
Your brain was sound,
You stond your ground—
You ruled them all, Tom Reed,

They called you Crzar;
They cursed you far,
And cursed you near and nigh;
But not a fos
Who cursed you so
But mourns you, now you dla,

¥or an you fought
Your soul was wrought
By no mean thought or slight
And'with your brain
And might and main
You wrestied for the right,

Byt when “twaa done,
At set of sun,
The foes who fought you faly
Fought face to face
To galn o place
Beslde your roomy chalr.

The world has ends—
Few mep have friends,
But you, Tom Reed, God knows,
Have at the last
No friends mors fast
Than those who were your foes.

Gloomy View of Congreas.
Sumner Herald.

Both houses of Congress met last Tues-
day., What they met for nobody knows
—unless it Is becauss the constitution re-
quires it. The last one spent from one to
two milllons of dollars, and was in ses-
slon some six or eight months. There
are some things which Congrees might
do with profit. It might reduce the tarift
and lasso the trusta, But it will do
nelther. The Presldent ns sald much
about bad trusts, especially during the
rocent campaign., He falled to clte any
good trusts. In his message he refers to
the evils of truets, but declares that the
evils are nelther directly nor indirectly
atiributable to the high tariff duties which
trust-controlled and trust-manufactured
articles carry. This view will be recog-
nized as more or less original; also as very
gound—by the trusts. There la a popular
{dea that the surest way to kill a wolf Is
to shoot him through the heart. The tar-
iff is the heart of the trust wolf: and sald
wolf, or wolves, may now consider them-
selves’ ns @afe 23 were the Mlasizsalypl
bear before and during the President's re-
cent campalgn agalnst them In the Bouth-
ern wilderness—not to imply that the
wolvea were particularly apprehensive of
injury at any time. 56 the tarlff and the
trusts have both recelved a boost rather
than a biff, and our Republlcan Congreas
will have no difficulty in agreeing that
this is as it should be. In very truth, It
may be opined that this Is its main busi-

Elupemporlhuw.

And faithful to your creed;
Tour friends were true—

b { foes loved you—
mnmm Tom Reed.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Good morning! Too bad, lan't t?

Hovmrehum_nmngluﬂw'
Christmas doesn't come on a Sunday!

* It takes a mlgh‘ry_xnrp baby to cut ita
teeth without slashing the family's com-

There is some doubt In the minds of sci-

entists as to mistletoe being known io
heaven. A word to the wise s sufficlent.

Fathers are now enforcing on thelr chil-
dren the anclent rule that little people
mustn't ask questions—especinlly about
queer packoges.

It would be of tremendous Interest to
know just how many engagements for
Thureday dinner were made during the
hymns at church yesterday.

A Chicago newspaper man tried to Inter-
view “Unecle Joe" Cannon about his Speak-
ership candidacy a few davs ago. The
Congressman tclls the story: *“ ‘Young
man,” sald ], ‘this Is for your private ear,
not for your newspaper ear, When I was
2 boy the circus came to the county seat,
13 miles away. I wanted to sce that cir-
cus the worst sort of way. My father
bad a negro hand named Eph. He wanted
to see the clreus, too, We seraped enough
money together to pay our way in, and I
had a little change to spare for ginger-
snaps and peanuts. Eph carried me on
his broad back a part.sf the way, and at
last we pald the entrance fee and were
under the blg tent. We proceeded past
several cages till we came to a hig cage
eontalning an enormous ape. “How s
you?" sald the old black man bowing be-
fore the monstrous ape. No answer. “How
is you?” Eph repeated, with another pro-
found bow, and still no answer. Then,
after a long pause, Eph exclaimed: “You's
right, ole man; keep yo° mouf shet ot
dey’ll put a hoe In yo' hand and make yo'
ralse cotton.” '* The newspaper writer
departed without further questioning,

Theare is one father in Portland who has
sadly shaken his wife's tmplicit falth.
Bhe was golng shopping the other day, and
adjured him to watch after the children.
Ten minutes later, as she disappeared
through the door, she remarked: “There
will be some packages to come up. Pleaso
put them away.” Mr. F. assented, and
promptly went to sleep, after telling the
boy and girl to be good., Late in the after-
noon his spouse returned. waked him up
and showed him a countenance of terrible
wrath. “Why. my dear,” he began. “Look
here!” she cried. And he looked, and, lol
there were the boy and girl on tha floor
with an assortment of dolls, baby car-
riages, candy boxes and gifts of every
kind. They were enjoylng themselves
hugely. The man tried to explain, but
his wife cut him off. *“I told you the
packages would come up, and I asked you
to look after the children, and now—!"" Ehe
swept the scene with a minatory right
hand. Later she withdrew the light of
her countenance from her husband. Thirty-
glx houre afterward she recelved an ab-
ject apology In writing from the children
(addressed to Santa Claus), and her hus-
band is again eating at home.

As an {llustration of the nature of
Southern negroes, the Rev, J. D, Sanders,
the negro president of Blddle University,
of Charlotte, N. C., related the following
{neldent to some members of the Pres.
byterian General Assembly ,at a recent
meeting. The story is reported in the
New York Times.

Negroes are great lovers of pomp and
ceremony, of titles and decorations, and
the members of a large but lgnorant ne’
gro congregntion in North Carclina con-
ceived the notion that it would add very
much to thelr Influence as a church if
thelr pastor could append the initlals D, D,
to his namse.

Ono of the brethren learned that a cer-
tain Institution in the North would confer
such & degree for a price. He wrote, and
got a letter from this Institution, stating
that $50 would secure the desired honor,
Meantime the members of the congre-
gatlon went to work to ralse the $50, but
their utmost efforts falled to secure more
than $25.

The committeemen put thelr heads to-
gether, and it was finally decided to send
the money, with this men-.s'agt'. to the
Northern institution:

“Plense send our pastor one “D.' s we
are not able to pay for the other at this
time.”

While It is inbred hablt with men now,
{t may give a thinker pause to reailza
that the end of religlon and of morallty
{s death. However cleverly thie funda-
mental fact Is concealed, however adrolt-
1y our minds are tickled with the thought
of pleasure In life, sooner or later oroeds
point to death as the final test of truth
and the place of reward or punishment.
Did we know anything about this stramga
phenomenon, this swift disentangler of
the knotted thread of life, It would not
seem a0 wonderful. Why should man's
warm hopes and throbblng desires lend
only to the mysterious portal beyond
which lles—who knows what? Many a
sermon of yesterday lald strong emphasis
on our common end: it Is the strongest
plea, the final plea that can be made to
humanity. And yet death ls terrible be.
capse of the fullness of this life. Per-
haps the very terror of It compels us to
belleve and trust that there Is still life
on the other slde of the Great Divide.
But it & doubtful If ocur mortal heartx
ean image any falrer scene than this
world offers; can concelve richer Joy than
j# to ba found with men, can ponder
deeper emotion than swells the bosom
here. And yet—in the instant of sindness,
{n the ecstasy of triumph we blindly feel
on the brow the chill winds from the
outer dark. Like children we thrust out
our arms hoping that somewhere within
that gloom warm hands may recelve our
hands. He is brave and cruel who would -
say: "Thers I8 no one there.” But wo
think on these things but for a moment
and lghtly. For the greater part we tread
fearlesaly, smiling though the unfathomed
gulf be at our feet. Life cannot concelve
of death. It s but & rumor, a tale told
in the dawn: we are not mortal. He ls
dead: and she {a gone: but—

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

“fyh, Tm sure she l=n't as old as she looks.™
isparhaps not, butl I'm sure she's older tham
ahe thinks she looks.” —Fhiladeiphla Press.

ghe—] would prefer 2 quiet home wedding,
but tather ta opposed 1o it He—I wonder why?
ghe—Oh, be's awfully deaf, you kunow,—Chi-
cag> Dally News

diadyw—Isn’t ha awfully flat? Edith—Yen;
but Be has &m “auto,” A yacht, snd a draw.
He's what you might eall a fiat with all mod-.
ern mprovements —Judge.

City Nephew—I notlced that the hired man
didn‘t drink ooffee for breakfast, Farmer
Bentover—Na! He's afrald it will keep him
awake durin’ the day.—Puci

“Dis is certalnly fine, bracin’ weather,” re.
marked Weary Maggiles o Tired Tatters,
Yea' replled Thtters. 1 braced six men fer
& dlme dis mornin’, an’ ont'y got one refusal '
—~Clncitinatl Commercial-Tribune,

1 have never yet decelved my constitu-
ents,” mid the statesman. “That's right,” an-
ewered Farmer Corntossel. ““We have slways
wnown what you were up to; but what were

we golng to do about It7"—Washingion Biag,




