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TRADE WITH GUBA

Will Be Greatly Increased by
New Treaty.

A LARGE REDUCTION IN DUTY

Cuba Cats Tariff 25 to 40 Per Cent and
United States Grants Uniform Re-
duction ef 25 Per Cent—Seanate
Will Harry Ratification.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 19.—The friends of
the reciprocity treaiy recentiy negotiated
beiweon the United States and Cuba have
besn adsured by members of the Senate
committes on forcign relstions that the
treaty will be taken up by that commit-
tet a8 soon as practicadie after the
Christmas holidaye. There were several
conferences on the subject at the Cap-
itol today, which resulted in this undes-
standing, The terms of the trosty re-
quire that It shall be ratifed before the
dist day of January, and Its suppurtars
apprecinte the necessity of expedition In
griting it out of the committee in order
to eveld the necessity of an coxtension
of Ume

The treaty makes more liberal provision
for the Importation of American articles
into the Republic of Cuba than has besen
etatod heretofore. there belng provisions
for reductions in mome cases as much as

per cenl. in others of 3 per cent, and
Ia still others of 25 per eent. On all
American-grown or Ameriesn-mede ar-
Ucles, except tobacco, tmported fnto Cuba
snd not specified In the 25 30 and 4 per
cent clpspes, there Is to be a uniform
tariff reduction of ™ per cent.

In return, the United States agrees to
& uniform reduction of 35 per cent with-
out ekeeption on all Importations from
Cuba.

The new Island Republic does not agree
to any reduction on tobnecn grown in the
United States or in the territory of any
of ita posseasions and imported into Cuba.

The products of the 17nited States which
are to be admitted into Cuba at a reduc-
tion of 25 per cont from the rate of the
existing Cuban tarif include pottery, salt
fish, copper-made machinery, cast and
wrought lron and stesl and articles used
in menufacturing them, glass, cotton and
some cotton goods, shins and bhoats, whis-
ky and brandy. The 30 per cent reduction

includes cutlery, eshoen, plate ware,
drawings, photographs, engravines, etc.:
materinls usad In making lahsls and

bands for tobacco, commbn soaps, pre-
served vegetables, butter, drugs, botiled
beer, elc., mineral waters and articles
made of hemp and kindred fibers, musical
instruments and writing and printing pa-
pera, The lst of American importations
inte Cuba on which & 4 por cent redue-
tion is made includes watches, umbrelinh,
knit cottons, preserved froits, perfumery
and woolen and silk goods.

There 13 a speclilc declaration to the of-
feot that the rates fixed for each of the
two countries by the other shall be pref-
erential of each party to the convention
as aguinst all other countries. There alao
§s a provision against a discriminating
tax on articles gffdcted In the country of
thelr origin. In case either country
changes Its tarlff rates so as to deprive
the other of advantages granted, the oth-
er country 18 to have the privilege of ab-
rogating the treaty. No specific provision
i= made for a spbsequent reduction of the
Cuban duty =0 as to lst American goods
#0 -8 ower rates-by the regular methods
of jegisiation rather than ‘by treaty, but
there is & clause under which, If this re-
duction s made, the Cuben government
may reopen negotistions to secure a
modification of the treaty. It prosvides
for such o change only In case the Cuban
tariff should be so reduced ae to make
the reduction unreasonable from the Cu-
ban point of view. The treaty Is to go
into effect 10 days after ite ratification by
the authoritles of both countries,

GREAT PROGRESS OF CUBA.
British Minister Testifies to Effects
of American Control.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 19—A striking
pleture of the development of Cubn =ince
the Bpanigh War is presented in n roport
to his govermment by Lionel Carden. the
Britlsh Minister at Havana, a copy of
which has just reached Weashington. The

Minlster nays:

“It is highly satisfactory to note the
progress this island has made In the past
three years, in spite of the deplorable
condition In which it wns left at the end
of the*war. The production of suxar has
risen from 315,000 tons In 183 to over 500,-
000 tons In 190 and probably will reach
1000000 tons in this year's crop.

“The cultivation and manufacture of
tobacco as well as the minor industries
show considersble improvement; the stock
of cattle, thanks to importations, is now
upwards of I%5,000, compared with 200,00
at the beginning of 18Y and finally the
valve of exports has Increased from £5,-
0000 10 £12600M and would have
reached much higher figures but for the
Iall in prices of sugar.”

Treaty Sent to Cecban Seante,
HAVANA. Dec. 19.—President Palma sent
the Cuban-American tresty to the Seaate

today with a message urging that early
action be taken,

TAX THE FRANCHISES.

J, €. Magee Scores Portiand's Meth-
ods in Comparison With “ther
Citles.

BAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 13.—(To the
Editor.)~Please let me thank Counellman
Beatley for the very valuable report on
the blanket franchise which the Clity &
Suburban Rallway = trying to secure,
and which bhe submitted to the adjourned
Council meeting on December 8

From reading this report It is perfectly
clear that the franchiss, which this com-
pany desires, will require careful inves.
tigation and greit care should be taken
not to grant it any privileges which will
shut out competition on the colty's
bridges or elsewhere.

On n recent wvisit to Los Angeles, 1
learned that business on all lines has
nearly doubled in that oty since Janu-
ary 1, and on inquiring the cause of this
remarkable Increase I wes told that It
was due to the extenslon of the street-
car lines into the suburbs. A perfect
notwork of suburban lipes have been
Sulit, taking in all the =uburban towns
within & radius of 5 miles and it Is pro.
posed to extend this radlus to towns of
1@ miles distant, The fares charged are
ebout 1 cent per mile for an ordinary
return ticket, but books, conteining tlck-
ets for ten rides can be purchased for
B B Bach ticket costing 15 cents is
svillable for a ride of about 5 mlles,
The business to the company is very prof-
Itable and the & per cemt bonds of the
Pacific Electric Company, one of the new
suburban roeds. are already quoted at
18, or W per cent premium, and the Los
Angeles City § per ¢ent rallway bonds are
quoted at 1§ per cemt premium and none
are for sale.

I maturaily supposed that Los Angeles
secured its Incressed business at the ex-
pense of the small Lowns reached by the
new electric roads, but was asssured that
these towns benefited guite as much from
the Incressed facilities for travel mas Los
Angeles. d

Hollywood. & suburban town, which al-
ready has one electric rosd, is endeavor.
ing to raise a bosus of $10.00 gs an in-
for another electric company

E

the wuy of extending thelr systems Into
the country. Their business is simply to
coilect the nimble nickel for which they
Eive the least possible service.

payments of the Oregon Water Power &
Rallway Company should be relatively
far less than efther of the other roads,
because of lts enterprise In pushing Into
the “country, and no franchise shou:d be
granted fur a clty street uniess it con.
tains a clause fixing the length of thme
which should elapse between each trip at
1 minutes, that balng quite a reasonsble
time fo: outslde sireets, while five min-
utes should be the time for each trip on
inside streets. HBroadway In Oskland
has a serviee of every two and = hall
minutes, while In Los Jes the cars
run less than two unm

apart on the business streets.

Portiznd Is probably the omly city of
its zize and Importance in the United
Btotes thet wouid tolerate a street-car
company occupying one of Ita leading
streets with its tracks, without using
them as the City & Suburban Hailway
Company Is dolng on Eecond street In
your city. And In granting an cxtended
franchize to thiz company over this
street care should be taken to insert a
clapes compelling them to elther remove
thelr tracks from Second strest or to
glve a reasonable rervice for the speclul
privilege which they desire to sscure,
and which Is certain to become Immensely
valusbie Jong belore the explration of
the & years for which they ask the fran-
chize,

I enclose you & copy of the lecture re-
cently dellvered by Washington Dodge,
City * Assessor of Ean Franclsco, from
which 1 would thank you to publiigh the
extiracts which 1 have marked ard in
view of the Importance of this subject at
this time, to your readers, yvou may be
ahble to Nnd =pace to publish It complete.
Mr. Dodge has materially redoced the
ssscsaments on real property in the city,
thus :dding greatly to its value., He has
popularized real estate as a Investment,
which has resulted In one of the greal-
est booms the eoity hes ever known. All
this has been acoomplished by assessing
franchises, bank credits, ete., which bear
a part of the burdén which had heretofore
been borme exclusively by real estite
alone,

You posecse climate, soll, resources and
evoerything calculated to make Portland
one of the great citles of the world, You
have made your foundations broad and
deep, but reasonable care must be taken
to prevent the creation of a monopoly
that will shut out écompetition and retard
your future progress.

J. C. MAGEE,

Extract From Dr. Dodge’s Speech.

Dr. Washington Dodge, of Ban Francis-
oo read an able paper on "'The Assessment
of Property for Taxation Purposes.' It
wag as follows:

To an organization such as this, baving as lts
ohiject the improvement of municipal cenditions
and the conslderation of municipal finances,
anything bearing upoan the guestion of munic-
ipal revenues must challenge your attention.
Indesd, In view of the rapld growth and the
ever-inoreasing disbursements of American
citivs, the subject of municipal revenues is be-
coming & question of leading Importance.

Rapld ne has been the increase in population
of our cities, It has not kept pmace with the
Incrense In the expense of maintaining our city
povernments.  Perhaps the chlef reason for
this condition les in the fact that our comeep-
tion s to the duty and funciloos of civie gov-
ernment has materiaily ch d. Our
now demand expendilures In the interest of
thelr hemlth and comfor:, as well &s for the
protection of thelr property, which, a fow dec-
ades ago, woull have been regarded a3 un.
T b} N Gisbursements In con-
neciion with icipal admini n, which
would have appalled our fathers, seem to us
not only ¥ ble, bot Y. With the
growth of civilization these expenditures wil)
inevitably atill further increase. A» o result
of these changed conditions, the burden of tax-
atlon in our cities has necessmrily become
groater.

A few facts in this conneotion will Illust
in a mosl torcibl this tend -

How Expennses Have Grown.

Lat us take the Clty of New Tork as an ex-
ample. Tts population today is about the same
na that of the entire United States at the time
this country came ioto existence. TYet, while
the City of New York expends today about
$100,000,000 & yesr, the National expenditures
at the thme referred 10 were only about §4,000,-
000; and even during the first decsde of our
National existence our cxpenditures averaxed
only about $R000,000 & sear. New York City
in 1800, with a population of 60,000 wouls,
spent & lttle over §100,000 a year. A hundred
yoars jater—in I000—ber populstlon had in-
creared sixty-fold, but her expenses had in-
creamd over one-thousand-fold, and fhe same
ratlo of Increase Is observed In other citles
Now, what bas been the resull In thls enor-
mous increase in munlcipal expenditure? The
result has beem an ever-increasing burden of
txxation, and as this burdsn, under existing
sy=terms of tzxation ar enforoed, has fallen al-
mast entirely upon real estate, it has frequent-
Iy awakenad violen: opposition and a clamor-
ous d for retre from the owners
of this clam of property. As our expenses, how-
ever, Are bound 1o Increase with the ever-
growing demand of modern elvilization, it be-
Omes THACENARTY o dlstridbute this burden on
all classes of property allke. The present re-
mricted feld fromm whick our tsxes have been
gathered, thiz belng chlefly realty, must be
enlarged. Property which has bereiofore es-
caped adeguate aspessment must be listed on-
our assesament rolls. All American citles are
feeling the necessity for wuch relief, and many
have, In the past few years, through soecisl
legisiation, designed lo enforce contributions in
the way of taxes from that class of property
which had heen escaping its jost share of tax-
ation, found the relisf which had become so
urgently nesded. The City of New Yeork, for
instance, recently forced through (he Btate
Logislature n biil known as the “‘Ford fran-
chise bill.” which has added to the amessmant
roll af that city the sum of nearly §100,000,000,
this representing an Increase In the asssasment
valuation of franchises alope. This legislation
was prompted by the clamorous demand of the
owners of city real estate for rellef from thelr
constantly Increasing tax burdens, doe to the
rapld growth In munieipal expenditures,

Only a Cuar.

Chicago Chronlcle.

The cakes of Yce In the river yesterday
were thin, but thick enough to bear n cat.
The cat was a tabby. How she got on ber
fiimsy craft was a gquestlon, but it was
even more a question how she was to get
off. The cake was sbout three feet in
dianmeter, but the cat stood in the exact
center and dug in her claws as the current
toward Jollet swirled her round and round.
She was an object very small and very
pitiful and no one noticed while she glided
under the Rush and State and Dearborn-
Street Bridges. There some bad smalil
boys sighted her and ran along the bank
on the north side, shouting and throwing
hard snowballs at her. The balls fall all
arouind and splashed foy water on her fur
cont. One struck the cake and split off a
third of Ib.‘rlbby was reduced to nar-
rcv;‘ qu:hrt and despair.

ust then a dog, a mangy look-
ing brute thut once had seen far better
days, but mow slinking nlong at the
boys' heels, plunged into the river. The

NEW DESDEMONA LIGHT

STATION WILL BE BESTABLNHED
NEXT WEDNESDAY.

Captain Calkine' Iinspection Trip en
the Lower River—French Bark
Danlel Saves Her Charter.

Bl %~ 3 - " o e C . = I ] | P T B g b w * 5 o -
. Ay L e vl s . - F, | = 1% G N - 2k > =N 7 w* e A
W A Y REREIEE = L T : s R
Tl LA R W N e
m— = - - . — — B - » ST =
passage over those rapids last Mon- | £y AANC \ESy  MEe thare. The timber knd coal of the Ne- “week. The large rofindhouse Is neariy
snags from the river between Salem and 3 ‘rallroad enterprive. ‘ are rushing it alang, A switth bas besm
Albary. The boat has had to - . put In and the section guang s now at
g Ao T ety : e - ‘wlth g%uxmwrﬁﬂe I.rmn“: new -
ooy g S B GET LOWER RATES FROM SEA- 'mascern Lincs Set Example «nd | car for the rond arrived here this week,
— BOARD THAX HOME PRODUCTS. Westers Wil Fallow. onnlum lmma the mh ltma ;uth gn-am
Frelght SHp Wreeked., * CHICAGO, Dec. I9—After long confer- | 0plkcs. One of the locomatives for
EAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 13~The Santa : ences, trafllc officials of lnes east of Chi- | NEW road will arrive soon. Work is being
e 's newly o ucted | Rallronds Divide With (e Steam- | cago have determined to make extensive | Pushed as faat as material arrives and the
freight slip’ at China Basis, In this Bar- | 40 Compaales—Progress of the changes In commodity rates, which wiil | Weather will permit.
bor, has been yrecked for the second time amount to a goneral advance of about 6
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The lighthouse-tender Manzanita ar- i
rived up yesterday aftermoon and docked |
at the foot of Couch streel. Bhe brought
Captain C. G. Calkins, the Lighthouse In-
spectior, who been imspecting the
lights and buoys In the lower river. Cap-
taln Calkins reports that everything is in
réedincss for Inaugurating the new light |
sistion at Desdemonu Sends on December
M. The station will be provided with two l
gus engines for running the fog signal, |
which will be a great benefit to naviga-
tion In the lower harbor, as there is no |
fog signal at present near the mouth of

the river. Two lightkeepers will be m'li
duty there. The quarters, however, are 20
small that

they will not permit of mani
with familles, The Lighthouse Board will

roon provide two eieotric lights at As- L

torin, one on the O, R. & N. wharf and
the other on the hill back of the town.
These lights will furnish range marks
through the new dredge channel.

Asterin were made nsvessary by changes |
in the ¢ nel, but no new lights wem;
establish {

The gans buoy Placed at the mouth of
the Columbia some time ago as an experi- |
ment, and extinguiehed during a storm,
will probably not be relighted, as sueh &
means of marking the channel is not lke-
Iy to bYe a success undor the oircum-
stances. There has also been great trou- |
ble with the bBar beil buoy, which wae |
forced over on Its side by the current
B0 1t would not work. |

Captailn Calkins was present at the
Inunching. of the mew lighthouse-tender
Heather nt Seattle. The tender will be
finlshed in April, and will be ready for|
genaral service In this district, dividing
the work with the Manzanita. She wiil
be employed ixrgely In replacing buoys,
Alnska may scon have a separate light-
house district, in which event one of Lhe
tenders will be assigned there. The Col-
umbine i now operated by the Light-
house Engineers’ Department.

SAVES HER CHARTER.

French Bark Danlel Arrives at Aws-
torin From San Diego.

The French bark Danfel, 1818 tons, Cap-
taln Bacheller, arrived at Astoria yester-
day afterncon, after an 1l days' passage
from San Diego. This good time, how-
aver, was mads with the assistance of the
tug Defiance, the most powerful craft of
her kind on the Pacillic Coast. The object
of this long tow wWaes to save the bark's
charter., The Danlel was enguged some
time aga by Baifour, Guthrie & Co. ts
load wheat for the United Kingdom. As
tbe canceling date wus December 11, and
the rato-secured 25s 3d, the vessel's own-

ere concitded fo take no chances with | y

wind and weather, particularly as the rul-
Ing quotation for grain frelghts Is 10s or
more below that secured by the Danlel

Another vessel with a December char-
ter Is the French bark Ville de 8t. Na-
zaire, which sailled from Hobart October &
Bhe stands a good show of not getting
here in time. This vesscl was also taken
by Balfour, Guthrie & Co. The big Ger-
man bark Alsterberg, just arrived on Pu-
get Sound, saved her charter by a guiek
run around from Montevideo,

SECURES DANISH REGISTRY.

Egbert Chunges Her Flag So She Can
Get Chinese Crew.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 18.—The former
trumsport Egbert has secured & Danish
registry, and will no longer fiy the Stars
and Stripes at her masthesd. The BEg-
bert is under charter to the Bperry Flour
Compeany to carry flour to the Orient
It is understood that the transfer from
United States registry to Danlsh was
made to permit the Chinese crew of the
mteamer Arab belng transferred to the
Egbert, which under American registry
Iis llegal. This will be done, It ls said, by
sending both vessels to a point just out-
slde American jurisdiction and there mak-
ing the changs,

LAKE STEAMER GIVEN UP.

Hope of Safety of the Johm C. Hall
and Crew Abandoned.

HENDERSON, N. Y., Dec. 15.—All hope
for the safety of the steamer John C. Hail
and her crew of nine was abandoned to-
day when portions of wreckage which
proved to be parts of the missing vessel,
came ashore nt Btony Point, sbout 2
miles from Oswego., The John C. Hal
wenit down in a gale on Lake Ontario on
December 1L

Search for Missing Schooner,

At the requeat of those Interested In
the master and crew of the missing seal-
ing schoomer Bouth Bend, United Btates
Consul A. E Smith, says the Victoria
Colonist, has arranged to have the of-
ficere of the steamer Excelsior make a
search of the Alaskan comat as far to
the westward as Dutch Harbor in the
hope that some news may be recelved
from the missing schooner, as wall s the
other missing vessels, the schooner Gen-
ernl Siglin, from Bohring Sesn for Seattle,
and stoamer Dawson Clty, from Nome for
Beattle. Much alarm s being felt for all
three vessels. SBome of those who are
boping agalnst hope that some word will
be recelved from the milssing schooner
Bouth Bend point to the fact that some
years ago the sealing schooner Mascot,
now lying in the upper harbor, was ab-
sent on & Behring Sea cruilse until after
Christmas, having been detainad by heavy
weather., The Excelsior Is due from
Boutheastern Alaske sbout the end of the
YEar,

Inhuman Treatment Alleged.

The sallors of the German ship Emillle,
which arrived recently after a long voy-
age from Antwefp, complaln of brutal
treatment by the officers on the trip. They
say they were only half fed, and were
compelled to subsist on a diet of beans
and peas, while the captain and first mate
had meat and plenty of supplies of all
kinds, The officers, they say, were drunk

Some |
| changes in buoys between Portland and

which was built on & mud foun
extent of the damage bas not
eatimated. The loss csused by
vious ncecldent of a simllar character
about 350,000,

New Canadinp Stemmer Service.

NEW YORK, Dec, 19.—IL Is stated here,
cables the Tribune’'s correspondent in Lon.
don, that the Canadian Pacific Rallway
Company has determined on opening the
St. Lawrence route next Spring and to
¢stablish n J
steamers from Liverpool. a ten days
service from London, and a similar ser-
vice {rom Glasgow. \

£
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Steamship Modoeo Floated.
TOULON, France, Dec, 18.—The seamer
‘Modoe, of the Messagerleres Maritimes,
which ran aground on the rocks at the
Mourilion Arsenal iast evening, has been
fioated and towed to her dock for wpur:

Marine Notes,

The cargo-ship Toyledale, the lumber
schooner John A. Camptell and the dis-

| abled steam schooner Sequoln are being

towsad up the river.
The Kick shifted from Montgomery dock
No. 1 to the O. R, & N. dock at Albina.

| The Werra moved from the steam o the

Portiand Flouring Mills, and the Rlver-
eids went from Columbia to Irving.

The administration of the Bureau Verl-
tas has just pubilshed the list of maritime
disasters reported during the month of
September, 1803, concerning all fligs aa
follows: Salling vessels reported lost,
4 American, 13 Britigh, 2 Chllean, 13 Ger-
man, § French, 10 Itallan, 10 Japansse, 11
Norwegian, 4 Russian, § Bwodish; total,
8. In this number are included three ves-
aels reported missing. Stenmers reportad
lost, 2 Brazilian, 16 British, 2 Dutch, 2
French, 4 German, 3 Greek, 1 Itallan, 3
Jupanese, 2 Norwegian, 1 Russian, 1 Swed-
ish; total, 38, In this number I8 Included
one steamer reported missing.

Forelgn and Domestiec Ports,

'ABTORIA, Dec. 19.—Left up at 8 A. M.—
8 Sequola and seh John A. Camp-
bell. Left up at 11 A. M. —British ship Foyle-
dale and sch Mary Winkad Arrived
down at 11 A M—Schooner Virginia. Satled
at 2 P M —Steamer Columbia, for Ban Fran-
olsco. Arrived down at 3:80 P. M.—-Britlah
bark Matterhorn. Arrived at 4 P. M.—Freach
bark Danlel, from San Diego. Condition of the
bar at 4 P. M., very rough; southeast gale,
San Dileso, Dec. 10 —Salled Dec. 15.—Britlah
ship Tasmanis, for Puget Sound)

San Francisco. Dec. 10.—Bailed at 11:30 A,
M. —Steamer Geo. W. Elder, for Portland.
Filymouth, Deec. 18 —Arrived—Moltke, from
Now York for Cherbourg and Hamburg, and
procesded.
Tdvarpool, Dee 10.—Salled—Taurle, for New
orik. 2

London, Dec. 18.—Arrived—Marquetts,
New York.

Rotterdam, Dec. 10.—Arrived—Ryndam, from
New York.

Kinsale, Dec. 19 —Passed—Norseman, from
Portland, for Liverrool

Bellly, Dec. 10.—Passed—Molike, from New
York for Plymouth, Cherboury and Hamburg.

Prawle Point, Dee. 18.—Passed—Cymbeline,
from Phiiadelphia,

New York, Dec. 10.—Arrived—Lombardl, from
Genoa and Navles.

Hoqulam, Dec 18.~S8alled—S8tenmer Marsh-
fleld, from Aberdeen for San Francisoo; ITth,
rteamer W. H, Kruger, from Aberdeen for
8an Francisco.

Holyhead, Dec. 10.—Passed—Ping Buey, from
Tacoma, etc.. via Hong Kong, for Liverpool.

London, Dec. 19.—8alled—Abydos, for San
Francisco.

Christiansend, Dec. 18.—AsTived—Oscar ]I,
from New York.

Tacoma, Dec. 1R —Arrived—Steamer John 8.
Kimball, from BSan Francisco; bdarge John C.
Potter, from Alaska.

San Francisco, Des. 19.—Arrived—Steamer
Czarina, from Coos Bay. Balled—Bteamer Axz-
tec, for Tacoma: steamer Geo. W, Eider, for
Portland; steamer Mandalay, for Bandon.
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IT'S TOMMYROT.

C. E. Cline Cites n Legal Decision
Against Christian Seclence,

PORTLAND, Dec. 18—(To the Editor.)
—8ome two years ago Rev. C, M. Blshop,
then pastor of the M. E. Church, Bouth,
at Nevada, Mo., wrote to papers In St
Louls an account of the queer dolngs of
certain magnetic healers, operating In
that little Inland place, whereupon the
healers brought sult in the courts against
the parson for heavy
.The cese attracted wide attention; so
much #o that a big two-story courthouse
in Butler, Mo,, the county seat, was
broken down by the crowd, The healers,
it is sald, spent from $20,000 to 335,000 In
pushing the sult against the preacher,
bringing carloads of witnesses from
Saint's Rest and Baliywhack, who swore,
numbers of them, to marvelous things the
healers had done for them, and a ver-
dict was rendersd agninst the preacher.
From this decision the clergyman prompt-
1y appeaied to the Bupreme Court of Mis-
souri, which, by the way, has the reputa-
tion of belng a wvery able one.

Now, after nearly two years, this court
reverses the decision of the lower court.
Judge Valllant wrote the ppinion of the
entire bench, which says:

“Courts are not such slaves to the
forms of procedurd as to surrender thelr
own intelligence to an array of witnesses
testifyilng to an impossibllity. They are
not required to give credence to a state-
ment that would falsify well-known laws
of pature, though a cloud of witnesses
swear to It

“If & man comes Into court clalming to

supernatural powers, and brings
with him witnesses who swear he has
done for them that which we know Is im-
possible, we are not required to belleve
such evidence

“If there Is anything in the plaintiffs’
business they call magnetic healing, and
which was not perceptible, the burden
was on them to show the rationale of it."”

Could anything be more sensible than
this utterance from one of the ablest
Judges of fact and evidence In the Na-
tion? Clearly, there Is no longer stand-
Ing-room for the mystical and the ex-
traordinary; they belong to fanaticism

most of the time, and never missed an

opportunity to abuse the men. Nummus[

instances of cruelty are alleged, and at
one time durlng a storm, according to the
sallors, the captain struck down a youth
who was hard at work at the wheel. The
saliors have lald their case befora the
German Consul,

'
Nal's Big Cargo.

The German bark Nal has completed heor
cargo and dropped down to 8t. Johns to
awalt her turn with the towboats. Bhe
carries 150,167 bushels of club wheat, worth
§105,110. The cargo is dispatched by Kerr,
Giffurd & Co., and the vessel will sall for
Queenstown for orders. With two excep-
tions this 1Is the largest wheat cargo
cleared from this port by salling vessel
this n. The Austrasia took out 15,-
06 bushels, and the Peter Rickmers car-

=

Savea an Abandoned Steamer.

LONDON, Dec. 15.—~The Britlsh steamer
North Point, from Philadelphia December
3 tor London, which passed the Lizard to-
day, signaled that she had In tow the
steamer Pure Oll, from Hamburg for
Phiiadelphin, which hed previously been
abandéned. Further signals were ob-
scursd by the mist, but it Is supposed that
the North Point meant to convey the in.
formation that the crew of the Pure Of
had been saved,

or lunaey, or both. Even ao-called re-
liglon may ask the acceptance of that
which the human mind, In the exercise

| of its rational faculties, can nelther take

In nor Interpret. An frratiopal thing
should not ba accepted, though a cloud of
witnesses swear to IL"

The ludicrous nlde of this subject In
further elucldated In an article In the De-
cember number of the North American
Review, by Mark Twaln:

A Httle far Western girl of mine, squipped
with an sdult vocabulary, states her age, and
says: 1 thought I would write & demonstra-
tion to you.'" Bhe had a clalm, derived
getting flung over a pony's head,
on & rock-pile. She saved herself
ter by remembering
eha was In the alr

cused, and went downm In the basefnent and
suld: 'Now, | am depending on in-
stead of God, and T will d d on God in d

Eddy to the team, and recited the “‘stlentife
statement of belng,'' which is one of the prin-
clpdl I d “Then 1 félt my

weekly service of ecargo’

Interstate Commission's hq\drr.

"

NEW YORK, Deoe. 15.—-The Interstate
Commerce Commission met today to In-
veatigate the rallroad rates omn Iu_lport
trafie, C. 8. Wight, freight traffic man-
| ager of the Baltimore & Ohlo, presented
& sthedule showing the charges of hils
| company for the inland transportation of
| tmported freight. His road has mxin-
ttained the rates shown in the schedule
since the beginning of the year withont
| varlation or concession, The rates on the
ocean steamers he did not Dbelleve were
fixed In New York.

Raplying to Commissioner Prouty, Mr.
Wight said the rate charged by his
road on imporie between New YOUK Al
Chicago is 18 cents per 100 pounds, where
| fike goods originating In New York paid
£ cents per 18 pounds to Chicago.

“There s no diserimination. The 18

cents |8 a proportion we receive of &
through rate from some other place,
while the & cents is the total cost of
' through carriage from shipping point to
destination.”

“Your forelgn agent works on commis-
slon?' Mr, Prouty asked. '“You glve him
your rate and he charges what he can
get. With the profit he makes and the
commission you allow he has to protect
his contracta?’ i

“That Is how I understand "
| Wight repligd. g

Albert T. Meyer, manager of the Vul-
canite Cement Company, teStified that
the rate per barrel from Vulcanite, N. J.,
to Eanst 8t. Louls, Is 8 1-5 cents, while
fromm Antwerp or Hamburg the through
rate is only & cents.

Frank Harriot, commissioner of the Im-
port committee of tim ttunk Ines, sdld
only good faith prevests the different rall-
roads from making concesslons to ship-
pers. He promised to prepare a Mate-
ment showing that ceriain kinds of im-
ports are carried at sm=zller rates than
the domestic articles.

“What would be the result In the Port
of New York If Congreas should enact a
law,” Mr. Prouty asked, “‘that no railway
might earry imported goods at a lower
rate than it charges for domestic gooda?’

“In the long run' Mr, Harriot replied,
"“it might be a good thing, Temporarily
it would stop trade. The Improvement
would have to come by an adjustment of
freights by the steamship Ilnes.”

Mr. M. F. Berry, manager of the For-
eign Department of the American Ex-
press Company, sald his company makes
its charges for forwardlng goods on the
basis of the steamship charges plus the
rallroad chargea. The company recelved
no concesslons below the announced tar-

Samuel Bettle, of the International Nav-
igation Company, sald he belleved the
published tariffs of the rallroads are ab-
solutely malntained.

“There Is no fixed tariff for ocean
freights,’” he sald. “There have been
times when I would not touch cement at
any figurs, and times when I have paid to
secure it, because getting the welight that
wiy was cheaper than handling rock for
ballast.™

NOW RAILROAD TO NEHALEM.

To Start From Astorin Nond-—To
Portland Via Grand Hapilds,

Incorporation articles of the Columbla
River & Nehalem Rallway Company were
filed In the office of the County Clerk yes-
terday by David L. Kelly, Franklin G.
Kelly, Franklin G. Kelly, J. M. Long and
Alex Bweek, with an authorized capital of
§100,000. The objects announced are to
build and operate a raflroad and telegraph
ling_{rom a point on the Columbia River
near Blind Blough Statlon, on the Astoria
& Columbia River Rallroad, In Clatsop
County, thence In a southeasterly direc-
tion to the town of Grand Raplds, on the
Nehalem River; also a rallroad from Grand
Raplis In an easterly direction to Part-
land;: to engage In the businesm of buying,
selling and shipping lumber and coal, and
operating coal mines, otc.

Messrn. Long and SBweek say surveyors
will be put In the field next week, and that
the first 20 milea of the projected rallroad
will be bullt the coming year—from Blind
Slough Statlon to Grand Rapids. Blind
Slough Statlon Is about 10 miles this side
of Astoria. Grand Raplds Is but a little
south of a direct line between Blind Slough
and Portland. From Grand Rapids to
Portland the distance Is about 76 miles.
The reason the company begins opera-
tiona at the other end ls that traffic is
avallable by the construction of less mile-

inced In effect as soon is arrangements
can be made after January 1, and by Jan-
! uary 15 all changes will be operative.

The most radical action Is to be taken
with reference to commodity rates, for it
Is msserted that fuily 50 per cent of these
are to be taken out and the commoditics
which they affect placed back In thelr re-
spective classeas,

Theee changes, however, will not affact
50 per cent of the volume of tramic which
ROW moves on commodity rates. as the
commodities, such as gral!n, are 1o be left
where the recent Increanses in thelr rates
placed them

Western lines contemplate a material
ingrease In rates January L it was an-
nounced today thut arrangements had
been «completed for a restoration on Jan-
uvary 1 of fully 3 per cent of the reduced
tariffs which had beéen filed since the is-
suance of the United States Court injune-
tlons,

MANY LISTED FOR PENSIONS.

Unton Pacigle WIill Retire Men in
Pass cr and Other Departments,
OMAHA, Neb, Dec. I3.—A partial list

of those who will be pensioned by the

Union Facific Rallroad after January 1

was made publie today. The lisi, which

is still incomplete, Includes many men
. prominent in the passenger department,
suditing and mechanical departments,
who have served this company more than

2 years.

In the passenger department several
district and passenger agents, located In
various parts of the country, are men-
tioned for the retired list. The auditing
department also comes In for several
chonges, and the shops over the system
will lose many of the old employes. At
the headquarters in this city, it is sald,
there will be sweeping reductions, al-
though the st will not be made public
for some time.

HILL AND HARRIS IN SEATTLE,

| Two Rallrond Presidents View Pro-
posed Termianl Facilitlen.

SEATTLE, Dec, 1l.—Fresident James J.
HIll, of the Great Northern, and Prosident
George B. Harrls, of the Burlington, ar-
rived here tonight. The mission is to show
Mr. Harrls the terminal facllities project-
ed at Beattle, for which a franchise will
be granted January L

Mr., HIUl), In an interview, says Beattle's
share of the transport business will be
‘incroased when the facilities needed have
 been prepared.

-

TRACKLAYING HAS BEGUN.

Also Roundhounse for Dallas—Falls
City Linme Is Nearly Completed.
DALLAS, Or., Dec. 19.—(Specinl.}-Track-

laying on the roadbed of the Dallas-Falls

| Clty Rallrond was commenced early this

Grand Trank Paelfle Rallway Mov-
Ing for New Line,
OTTAWA, Ont, Doc. 19%—Tomorrow's
Cannda Gazette will contain an applica-
tion to Parliament by the Grand Trunk
Pacific Rallway for the construction of &
road from North Bay or Gravenhurst to
Port Simpson, on the Paclfic Coust. by the
Pine River or any other pams. Applica-
tion for branch lines from the mah line
to Winnipeg, Regina and Calgary also

will be asked for.

Xew Rallrond for Christmas.

JEFFERSON CITY. Mo.. Dee. 1 —Tho
White River Rullway Comphny, of* A%
kansas, todny flied I8 the office of the Ssd-
retary of State papers of Incorporation
In this state, with o capital stock of $2.514-
000, _:t Wwhich 51.%5.009 is to be used in Mis-
sourt, 4 2

The line i= to be extended from the state
iine to Carthage, to conneet with the Lex-
ington & Southern divislon of the Mis-
souri Paclfic systom, the length In Mie-
=ouTi 10 De IM miles. This road will gite
the Missourl Pacific new Lnes from Kan-
e Clty ard St Louls south into Arkat-
san and Texas {

Manager for Guatemaolun Rallroad,

PHILADELPHIA Dec. 18 — Charlen
Otey Gwatkin, formeriy generml Ebstern
agent of the Wisconsin Central Rallroad,
has been appointed genernl manuger of
| the Guatemalan Northernp Rallroad, with
| headaquarters at Guatemaln City,

Mr. Gwntk.n Is a native of Lynchburg,
| Va.: he entered the rafiread service In
1590 ne agent of the Great Western Dis-
patch fast frelght line, at Binghamtoh,
N. Y. Bince that time he haz held po-
aitions of responsibility with yarious ralle
roads,

Control hilondlke Trafle,

SEATTLE, Wash.,, Dec. 18.—The Times
today says:

There Is no longer any doubt that the
action of the White Pass & Yukon routs
in transferring its general offices from
Seattle to Vancouver, B. C,, |ls made with
the intentlon of transferring that property
to the control of the Canadian Pacifie
Rallroad, and by the transfer placing the
trnffic of the Yukon district in the full
control of the Canadian line.

Dounble Tracks for S¢. Joseph.

BT. JOSEPH, Mo. Dec. 19—The Ga-
setite this morning says:

It is authoritatively stated that the
Chicago. Milwaukeer & St. Paul Rallroad
e¢xpects to enter Bt Joseph frpm Kansas
City over the double tracke which are
¢o be lald between the two cities, This
makes the fourth road which has an-
nounced Its intentlon of entering this
¢ity with the double-track system,

for Infants and Children.
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Iin Use For Over 30 Years.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, TT MUSAAY STACET.

The Kind You Have Always Bought has borne the signa-
ture of Chas. H. Fletcher, and has been made under his
personal supervision for over 30 years. Allow no one
to deceive you im this. Counterfeits, Imitations and

»” are but Experiments, and éndanger the

health of Children—Experience against Experiment.

The Kind You Have Always Bought

Béars the Signature of

MEW YO Ty,

- THE CHILDREN ENJOY

Life out of doors and out of the games which they play and the enjoy-

, ment which they receive and the efforts which they make, comes the
greater part of that healthful development which is 8o essential to their
happiness when grown. When a laxative is needed the remedy which is
given to them to cleanse and sweeten and strengthen the internal organs
on which it acts, shonld be such as physicians would sanction, because its
component parts are known to be wholesome and the remedy itself free from
every objectionable quality. The one remedy which physicians and parents,
well-informed, approve and recommend and which the little ones en joy,
because of its pleasant flavor, its gentle action and its beneficial effects, is—
Syrup of Figs—and for the same reason it is the only laxative which should
be used by fathers and mothers.
Syrup of Figs is the only remedy which acts gently, pleasantly and
naturally without griping, irritating, or nauseating and which cleanses the
system effectually, without producing that constipated habit ‘which results
from the use of the old-time cathartics and modern imitations, and against
which the children should be so carefully guarded. If you would have them
grow to manhood and womanhood, strong, healthy and happy, do not give
them medicines, when medicines are not needed, and when nature needs
assistance in the way of a laxative, give them only the simple, pleasant and
gentle—Syrup of Figs.
Its quality is due not only to the excellence of the combination of the
laxative priaciples of plants with pleasant aromatic syrups and juices, but
also to our original method of manufacture and as you value the health of
the little ones, do not accept any of the substitutes which unscrupulous deal-
ers sometimes offer to increase their profits. The genuine article may be
bought anywhere of all reliable druggists at fifty ceats per bottle. Please
the full name of the Company—
CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.—is printed on

to remember,

the front of every pack-
age. In order to get its
beneficial effects it is al-
ways nccessary to buy
the genuine only.

-




