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Eamtern Business Offiee €1 ¢4, 45, 47. 48 &
Tribune buliding. Now Tork Cliy: B5i0-11-12
Tilbune bullding, Chicago: the B C. Beckwith
Bpecial Agency, Eastern representative.

For mle in San Fran~- L. E Lese Pal-
ace Hotel news stand: Goldwmith Bros, 238
Sutter street; F. I Pitts, 1008 Market street:
d. K. Cooper Co., 748 Market street. mear the
Pulance Hotel: Fowier £ Orear, Ferry newd
Pland: Frank Scott. 80 'y street, and N
Wheatler, K13 Misston street.

Fur rale tn Los Amgries by B. F. Oardntr,
BS¢ Zouth Bpring street, and Oliver & Halnes
BUY Seuth Spring strest

For sale 1n Kansas City. Ma, by T
Cigar Cp, Ninth and Walnut etrests,

For mle in Chicagoe by the P. O, Nows Co,

“aetker

17 Des:torn street, and Charles MacDonald, |

8 Washington strest

For ssle in Omahe Sy Parkalow Bros. 1812
Faurnam street: Megeath Stationery Co.. 1308
Farnam street

For sale in Salt Lake by the Snlt Lake News
Co. 77 West Second South street.

For snle In Minnearolls by 2. 0. Hearsey &
Co.. 24 Third stree: Routh -

For snle in Washingwmn, D C., by the Ebbett
Haouse newa stand. |

For shle in Denver. Colo. by Hamiiton &
Kendrick, #08-8:3 Keventesnth street: Louthan
& Jackron FPook & Ewmtlencry Co, Fiftesnth
and Lawrence street: A Eeries. Gixteenth asd
Curtls streeta

TODAY'E WEATHER--Increasing clmdiness,
prabably followed Ly snew or rain: wlowly ris-
ing temperaturs; winds twonming st herly.

TESTERDAY'S WEATHER-Maximum tem-
gorature, 325, mimmum lemperature, 30;  pre-
ciplthtion, none.
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Who ls to blame for low wages and
child labor? Before us la a clreolar of
the Immigration Restrictlon League, an
arcument of Samue] Gompers. and a
plen of the United Hebrew Charitles,
holding out the idea that what alls us
ta Inferior Immigration, We must leg-
{zlate, the idea Is, against the lower or-
der of Immigranis. Al the anthracite
inguiry It developed that the miners at-
tribute thess labor evils largely to the
emploving power. They thought that
all they had to do was to prove that
wages were Jow aad children worked,
ard Instantly condemnation would fall
on the mincowners. But there 1s Judge
Gray, ngaln, who evidently is disposed
to hold the parents responsible. A
fourth theory s discoverable in the poll-
cies of organized labor regarding organ-
fzation and child labor. These proceed
upon the theory that organization will
remedy cheap labor and law will rem-
edy child labor. The idea is that If we
can get the forelgnern educated ard or-
ganized they will -appreciate and de-
mand proper pay, and that laws agalnst
echlld labor will also ameliorate the wage
sciale by eliminating the cheapening
competition of young persone. The Ore-
goninn has never been very enthusiastic
over edacational tests for Immigrants,
partly becauss our great dangers come
more from smart rascals and anarchists
then from well-meaning laborers that
have never been able to acquire an edu-
catlon in the old country; and algo be-
caues these ndult immigrants scon pass
off the sctne In any event and they are
preity certalp to covet educational priv-
iteges for their children. Forelgn-born
parents are few who do not embrace the
free school eystem of the TTnited States
with avidlty, Yet it would be folly to
be blind to the momentous changes in
store for our soclal system through the
advent of organlged labor &8 an alert
ard definite and compeliing political
force. Immigration reform, so long de-
feated by steamship companies, can at
length be counted on, and child labor, so
long tolerated by nerveless parents and
unfeellng corporations, will have to go.

What the result of organized lgbor's
undoubled political assertion will be no
one should venture to prediet. Bad will
come 35 well as good. We should have
& hirher sense of responsibility in fath-
er®, when childrem can no longer eke
out the famlly Ilncome. In some cases
the effect will be mischlevous ldiences
on the part of children who would be
better off at work, and an effectual de-
terrent upon the birth rate will be called
futo being, The severe limitations im-
posed by unlonism upon the number of
youths permiited to learm profitable
trades |s already exerting depressing ef-
fects with which allrare familiar. Every
extension of this principle, like curtalling
the supply of productive foreign parents
and elimination of child labor, though
operating to the amelloration of the in-
dividual expert workman's lot and the
comfort of his ¢hildren, tends to scant
the labor supply, Impede rough devel-
opment work requiring cheap labor, and
discourage large familles On the other
hand, every agency that reduces the
supply of labor promotes invention and
forces upon conssrvative employers the
Instailation of labor-seving machinery.
Egquezlly complicated and conflicting are
the International aspects of the tend-
ency. Much as we deplore the presence
of poor and ignorant aliens among ua, it
is open to question whether their assim-
ilation and uplift here has not contrib-
uted far more 1o our National wealth
and comfoert than would thelr stay In
Eurnpe, an unproductive burden upon
populations upen which we depend for
sales of our foodstuffs and manufac-
tures. Do wé not sell more flour to
Italy, for example, because of the rellef
occasiored there from immigration
hither, and the money sent back there
by Iiallan ilaborers here? In a word,
the ascendancy of organizsed labor
promises 10 glve us the benefits and the
disadvantages alike of a limited and
highly-pald body of workmen. What
effect the resultant of these will have
upon the constant infusion of Individuals
of lowly origin and sturdy fiber into
the declining strength of pampered ease
and culture it Is, of course, impossiblie to
surmise.

Mr. Barrett is & shining example of what &
man of ordinary tulents can accomplish if he
resolutely #ets aboutl keeping himself ln some
kind of an office, Ix able to get his first start,
and has the knack of properly ‘working” com-
mercial bodies and the public press.—San Fran-
eleco Chranicie

The same hing happened when there was
talk of Appointing Mr. BHarrett Minlster to
Chige, o@ly It was done more quietly. The
Wu of these «fiete old Asintic nations
have the singular notlon that high diplomatie
station exacts other qualivies than a cheel of
Muﬁ A mouth slways geared up to
ractif speed. —Minneapolis Tribune.

The TWO Biatements are apparently in

———

confiiet, but apparently only. One is re-
ferring to the United Btates and the
other to Asia. Neither, on the surface,
antagonizes the gospel of pelf-assertion,
yet it Is clear that both spring from an
underlying conviction of the invincibil-
ity of unassuming merit. To that ex-
tent (hey will hardly bear examination.
Whoever described fame as a wayward
girl, coy to blashing merit but suscepti-
ble to the Rough Rider of courtship,
drew a faithful plcture of soclety and the
world of business. In Sunday school
books the dessrving young man has re-
wards thrust upen him, but In real life
he has to go out and get It with & club,
The man of adamant cheek and inces
sant conversation finds everybody run-
'ning to do him honor, ralse his salary
and Invite him to dinner. It t& Mr. El-
bert Hubbard's estimable philosophy
that the man who can do things and
does them prompily and right is certain
to be rewarded by the world of busl-
ness, It is exceedingly doubtfulwhether
Mr. Hubbard ever figured very exten-
eively in the stress of commerclal life.
If he hnd, he would have found that the
AVerage buminess man will cheerfully cut
down his profits to gratify his admira.
tion for the fellow whome nerve and gift
of gab are always thrusting him Into
places for which his qualifications are
moderrate and his talents ordinary. It ls
desirable, of course, (hat a man should
do & cerialn minimom of work for ap-
pearance’ gake, But If he will shrewdly
wiater his smal!l capltal stock with au-
dacity and torrente of words explalning
huow wonderfully he can and will do and
what a great man he i3, the sireet wiil
rush (@ buy him at his own Infiated
valuation, The heautifyl law of com-
penmation has many hidden bearings,
and this Is one of them. It Is always
posaible for one deficiont fn actual worth
to make it up in appearances,
[ S ——

CASTRO'S FORLORN HOPE.

The 'nited States under President
Buchanan was just ee peremptory In re-
sorting to coerclve measures in South
America ns Germany and Great Britain
are today. In 1857 the so-called Soulh
American Republic of Paraguay, then
under the rule of the dictator Lopes,
gave citizens of the United States dolng
business in Paraguay cause for com-
plaint that they had been despolled of
thelr property and despliefully used by
the local avthorities. Lopez refused sat-
iefaction, whersupon Congrese in June,
1858, authorized the President (o use
such force as he deemed necessary, The
President at once sent a commission and
a powerful fleet under Commodore Shu-
brick, which consisted of nineteen war
vessels, carrying 200 guns and 2500 sall-
ors and marines, Commodore Shubrick
took his entire fleet op the Parana River
and procesded to the capltal of Para-
guay on a steamer accompanied by the
United States war vesse! Water Witch.
President Lopez at once acceded to the
demands of our Government. If Lopez
had been as eontumaclons as Castro,
Ehubrick would have landed troops and
selzed Custom-Houses; or he might have
séized Lopez and held him prisoner, for
under the pawer given by Congress to
President Buchanan our naval com-
mander was authorized to resort to any
act of war that was deemed necessary
to enforce the demands of our Govern-
ment upon the governmeant of Para-
EuUay,

Germany and Great Britaln are co-
ercing Venezuela today just as we co-
erced Paraguay In 1858. There is dif-
ference In the mere Inclidents, but the
principle enforced 1s the same. Our
Government does not pretend to be re-
sponsible to the powers of Europe for
the internal adminietration or malad-
ministration of the various governments
of South America, and untll it does, the
powers of Europe have full right to ex-
act redress for any invasion of the
rights of the resident subjects of any
European power, so long as no territor-
fal aggrandizement is plotted or st-
tempted. Under any other view of the
case the peace of our Government would
be constantly threatened, If not broken,
by the antics of some South Amerlcan
dictator or usurper. We should be the
gamecock of the whole world through
the misgovernment of South American
States. If Castro had any common sense
he never would have forced the allles
to proceed to measures of coerclon and
he would have prompily made his peace
on the best possible term= when the
allied fleet appeared, for he is in 0o con-
dition to make long resistance. He has
"“saved his face” with his countrymen
by hls warlike speech, but words are not
deeds, and before long the shoe on his
financial foot will begin to pinch se-
verely.

Capture of the Venezuelan fleet by
the allles will probably result in Cas
tro's overthrow, for this flest was the
sole rellance of the Castro government
in preventing the landing of military
supplies by the rebel forces. The revo-
lutionary party is exhibiting fresh aptiv-
ity. and with his ports blockaded and a
rebel army in his rear, Castro s near
the end of his rope. If he does not ob-
taln the arbliration asked for, he must
deeept the extreme conditions of the al-
lies or be forced to the wall by a rebel-
lon that has rieen with renewed
strength to profit by his critical situa-
tion. The allles would be foolish to ar-
bitrate, for they can hold om to the
Custom-House at La Guayra and grad-
uaily satisfy thelr claims by collecting
and retalning the usual customs duties
on all goods entering that port. If they
consent to arbitrate, they will have to
walt & long time for a decision, and then
probably would be obliged to use coer-
clon to enforce payment of the award,
The criticlsm of the government's actiog
in the British Parllament means noth-
ing, for it comes only from the Liberals,
who, of course, as a matter of political
tactics, never lose a chance to find fault
with the party In power, just as they
did ln the Boer War, just as the Demo-
crats do with our Republican Adminis-
tration.

There 15 no hope for Castro. He has
the allied fleet making him poor in his
fromt and a rebeliion biting him savage-
Iy in the back, He Is between two fires.
and without any friends. The allles
may coneent to arbitrate, but they are
far more likely to blockade the ports of
Venezuela, allow such vessels ag they
&s¢ fit to enter, collect the customs uad)
the debt is paid or Castro gives some
decent guarantee of payment. In the
long run the action of the allies will in-
ure to the establishment of more or-
derly government in Venezuela and
other disorderly South American Repub-
lies, for 1t will teach them that they
cannot dodge the payment of their debts
and that they need not look 0 the
United Btates Government for any inter.
vention against just reprisals for acts
of misgovernment and maladminlsira-
tion of their financial obligations. Our
Government Is under sufficiently heavy
responsibility today for the térritorial
integrity of Venezuelas and the other

8outh American States wltlmw
expecied to shield those states from just
measures of coerclon and reprisal for
thelr errors and misdesds In the matter
of the internal government, or rather
misgovernment, which seefns to be the
rule ln the smal] South American States
—

PRIVATE DINING-ROOMS. _

An Insuffictently considered paragraph
in these columns yesterday, approving
the abollshment of boxes In restaurants,
needs qualification. The assertion is
doubtiess correct enough when applied
to numbers of disreputable places which
surpass the ordinary saloon in mis
chlevous effects, but as for the destruc-
tlon of private dining-rooms In reputa-
ble restaurants whatsver the courts
might say about the proposal, it would
be certain to have no substantial sup-
port In public opinlon! There Is & mani-
fest tendency In Portland as elsswhere
toward open dinleg-rooms rather than
the enclaped stzll or box. Some res-
taufants have been remodeled with this
in view; but the matter is purely one of
Individual preference, and that consider-
able body of persons who prefer secly-
slon cannot be justly punished for those
who make !mmoral or unseemly use of
the arrangement.

There are restaurants In Portland
which have peivate dinlng-rooms for the
accommodation of customers who deslre
to dine !n quiet, where their conversa-
tion 15 not heard by thelr neighbors,
where they do not have to be stared
upon, where they are not.annoyed by
the nolss of others feeding llke swine
and gnashing their teeth. It Is the clear
right of such persone to dine In qulet
and privacy-if they prefer It. The stalle
they occupy generally have no locks or
bults on the doors: there Is nothing bur
the chairs and.table that are furnished
in the open dining hall. The walters
pass in and out of the stalls, so that the
closed door and the partition that sep-
araies the hall from the public simply
Kives social privacy. There l& no neces-
sary Impropriety In the natural deslre
of two persons, whether they be two
men, twWo women or & man and a
woman, to dine quietly removed from
the public eyes and ears. It is the clear
right of any man or womgn to dine in
privacy If he or she prefers to do so.
The desire to do & Implies no evil, no
immodesty, oo indecancy,

« This whole matter should be placed
upon the sound, just basls that a license
to sell llquor can be lost by the viclous
administration of the =saloon-kesper.
Liquor licenses ecmn be refused to or
withdrawn from restaurants that abuse
thelr privileges, and they can be closed
an_ time by the Councll commlttee or
the police. The action on this line of
the authorities who are holding up sgv-
eral questionable cases pow Is (o be
commended. Regulation of these mat-
ters should proceed without unneces-
sary hardship on the reputable for the
sake of punishing the disreputable, We
incline (o the view that the ordlnance
almed at boxes In saloons would only be
hampered by an amendment Indiscrim-
irately Inclusive of restaurants; and If
both should be included, the ordinance
woulll surely become a dead letter, as
2!l lawa’become that wage war upon L
thing that Is not lndecent op viclous in
it=elf, but has been prostituted to a
viclous purpose by somebody. Because
someébody has abuged a thing you need
not expect you can keep the world from
using It. Because some saloon-kecper
hae abused his license you do not order
the Portland Hotel o close its bar. Be-
causs some restaurart suffers its rooms
to be prostituted to Indecency, why
should & restuurant-keeper who has
aever permitted impropriety be déprived
of a perfectly legitimate privilege? Ex-
act good behavior of both liquor saloon
and restaurant at risk of loss of lcense,
but don’t switch the decent for the sins
of the Indecent, and don’t rob the decent
public of a just privilege because the in-
decent have abused it. There I» noth-
Ing that is good that the indecent can-
not abuse. Let them atone for It, not
the publie, who do niot lose thelr

because the Indecent have done wrong.

What we are In grievous danger of
forgetting in all these things Is the In-
capacity of mere statutes to work any
real reformation, and the utter folly of
helding mere mechanical objects respon-
sible for the actlons of gullty mean and
women. All the fury of Carrie Nation
has not made one drunken man sober,
and thg destruction of every private
dining-room In Portland would not re-
form the Irregular lives that abuse them
sometimes for illicit purposes, As we
sald the other day about maloon boxes,
they afford small temptation to the
rightly tralned young of elther sex, and
80 these restaurant boxes are chiefly
utilized, whea fllegitimately, by hard-
ened einners rather than Innocent
youtha. No girl with a proper equip-
ment of native modesty Is golng Into a
private box with a man and drink liquor
enough to make hereelf drunk. We can
do a little, & very little, in the way of
closing opportunlty for the evil-minded
to corrupt‘the Innocent. But the only
safe and impregnable defense of virtue
Is jo the determined breast that no
temptation can move.

THE NEEDS OF THE XAVY,

Secretary Moody urges the Houss
naval affalrs commitiee to provide for
the present dearth of officers for the
Navy by doubling the present number
of cadets admitted to the Naval Acad-
emy. This would do something for the
Navy, which needs, however, more men
a2 well aa a larger number of officers.
At present the number of officers and
men in the Navy ls limited by law.
While the tonnage of the Navy has
doubled and trebled, the number of pea-
golng officers has not been Incrensed at
all, and that of the enlisted men only
to & limited extent. The total! of au-
thorized enlisted men and boys lg but
28,000, while the tota! completed ton-
nage of the Navy Jaauary 1, 1802, was
451,967 tons, which gives a ratlo of about
60 men per 1000 tons of shipping. If the
legal authorized strength falls below
this ratio, the Navy cannot be made
thoroughly efficient. Buyt fit men are
not easlly obtaired. In the old days of
“wooden walls” and sall power It was
an easy matlter {0 man our warshlps
with merchant sallors, but today & mer-
chant sallor {s oot much better on a
battle-ship than & landsman. The Navy
obtains its best men today from the
youth of the country who enter the
Naty as apprentices and undergo train-
ing during minority, and the young
men from the Interior of the country,
who are satlsfactory when they are duly
trained for thelr work. All that le need-
ed is the authority of law to enlist them.

Commander Roy C. Smith, U. 8. N,
points out that if the authorization to
build @ new ship should carry with it
the authorizstion to enlist and train a
crew for her, the problem would be
milved for all time, for the three years
it takes to build a battle-shlp would be

avallable to enlist and traln her crew.
We would only have to ascertain the
completed and authorized tonnage at
the beginning of each fiscal year, and
then enlist the additional men needed,
not to exceed sixty for every 1000 tons
of shipping. The total tons for any one
year would be the total for the previous
year Increased by the new tonnage au-
thorized nod diminished by the tennage
wtricken from the hist. The completed
and authorized tonnage January 1, 1902,
was about 760,000 tone. Thie will require
an enlisted force of 45,000 men and boys
In order that efficlent crews shall be
ready to man the compileted ships, the
Becretary of the Navy ought to be
clothed with power to enlist and train
men as needed, not to exceed the ratio
before recited. Of course, In event of &
war of any consequence we would need
a strong Natlonal naval reserve to fill
the war complement of shipe of the
Navy.

The worst need of the Navy, however,
is that of officers, because the seagoling
officers have not been Increased at all
since the days of woodan steamers, and
furthermore, while a good man-of-wars-
man can be made in a crulse, It takes a
dozen years, beginning at boyhood, to
miake an efficlent Lieutenant. If the
need of tralned officers Is felt so sorely
today In the regular Army'that war
college= and schools for the Instructlon
of officers drawn from the volunteers
or from clvil life have been established,
It is clear that the same anced oppresses
the Navy with greater severity, for a
young officer of good mettle can soon
learn enough In Army service to make
a good working Lieutenant o a com-
parny of infantry, but you cannot make
a good Lisutenant ln the Navy today In
a short laterval of service, “becauss the
handling and fichting of a battle-sahip s
more complex than It was in the days
when Farragut with wooden ships ran
the batteries of the forts below New Or-
leans or forced the passage of Mobile
Bay.

The navigation of a battle-ship Is a
matter of steam engineering. The han-
diing and serving of the great guns is
more difficult than It was forly yeare
ago. A naval officer needs to be an all-
around sclentific student; not simply an
artillerist and a navigator, as he was in
Farragut's day. He must be an electri-
clan as well as an artillerist, and must
thoroughly undersiand steam engineer-
ing and the working of great guns In
action. To master all thie requires time,
study and experience, and for this rea-
=on it Is almoest impossible for the Navy
to obtain a full complement of efficlent
officers, The officlal reports_ for 1901
show that 1026 additional line officers
wouid be needed by the time all the
shipa them authorized shall be finished.
As the Navy then consisted of 1042 line
officers, this means that the number of
ocfficers would have to be doubled In two
years from now. Commander Roy Smith
mays it will be impossible to provide for
these extra officers at once; that the
best we can do is elther to appoint a
large number of officers directly from
elvii life or to Increase the Naval Acad-
emy appointments to the limit of the
resources of that Institution.

The Increase ‘In the cadets of the
Naval Academy would be the best In
the long run. It is bad policy to ap-
point officers In the Navy who are lack-
ing in a previous thorough naval train-
ing. The naval profession requires to-
day & certaln amount of technical
knowledge not ﬂdlr acfuired when the
start Is not made In early life. Even
fn the days of the old wooden Navy the
most famous Commanders, Farragut
and David D. Porter, were midshipmen
at 12 and 14 years of age, under the
famous Commodore Portaer, of the Essex,
The technical nature of the examination
today makes it possible for only a few
men to be successful In getting a com-
mission who have risen from the ranks.
The best remedy Is that asked for by
Secretary Moody, viz., to increass the
appointments to the Naval Academy.
The present strength of the cadet corps
fs 371, which would mean about ninety-
three graduatez annually. With a new
apportlenment of Congressmen, taking
effect next year, there will be twenty-
nine more appolntments, and the recent
aaval act gives the President an in-
crease of five appointments, and each
Senator one appointment, making &
total of 485, but the list of officers for
the Navy needs to be doubled In the
next two years, =0 that Eecretary
Moody's proposition to double the pres-
ent number of cadets Is little enough
more to prevent falllng behind. To get
ahead theyshould be more than doubled,
g0 Commander Smith urges that ap-
pointments should be translently made
to Annapolls to the full capacity of the
academy Even with this enlargement
of the productlve power of the Naval
academy It would take several years to
bring our complement of tralned officers
up to the requirements of the Navy. In
event of war within two years we would
be seriously crippled for competent offi-
cera.

The object of the elght-hour blll pend-
ing before Congress is to compel all
contractors performing work for the
Government to lmit each person em-
ployed on such work to elght hours a
day. Unless In great emergency, it Is
made & criminal offense to allow a per-
son {n work over elght hours & day.
Through thes pressure of labor organi-
satlons this bill was put through the
House at the last session without much
opposition. There 15 now & law on the
statute-book limiting the Government
to elght hours' work for a day, but the
Government coatractors, like the
Crampa, say that they could not com-
pete at elght hours a day with other
shipbuilders working nine or ten hours a
day, so that, under fhis pending blil,
they would either have to abandon Gov-
ernment work or devote themselves ex-
clusively to It, and that would be Im-
possible, as there is not enough of It to
do, Such a law, of course, would mean
a large increase in the cost of Govern-
ment work,

How admirable an Investment the
City of Portland made In the acqulsi-
tion of Bull Run waier appeara from the
statement for 1902 showing that of the
disbursements $48,500 was for operation
and repalrs and $160,000 for Interest on
bonds, leaving a surplus of $111,000 for
the year. When the annuslly accruing
surplus has wiped out the bonds and the
interest no longer requires to be met, |t
ia eppar¢nt how cheaply the cliy can
supply its Inhabltarts with water uwasur.
passed anywhere for coldness and pur-
ity.

Representative Brownjow, of Tennes-
see, proposes to give the “Office of Pub-
le Road Inquiries,” which is attached to
the Federal Department of Agriculture
power to bulid something more than
merely short sections of sample roads,
so0 he has introduced a bill enlarging the
office Into a bureau of public roads, with

power not ouly to instruct but to assist
and co-operate in the building and lm-
provement of publie roads in the states,
counties, parishes, townships and dis-
tricts of the United Siates, as deter-
mined by the director, and to bring
about o uniform system of taxation for
road purposes and a uniform system of
road construction, repair and mainte-
nange. This bill wil] probably never be-
come a law, as the states’ rights argu-
ment, which wae ultimately succesaful
agalnst the Natlonal roadbuilding
scheme of Henry Clay during Jackson's
Presldency, Is wsure to be pleaded
against It L

The late Thorras B. Reed belleved In
getting on with the public business, and
did not belleve In the custom of setting
apart a time for a solemn reading of
obltuary addresses In Congress, He con-
sldered it a foolish custom, saying that
he thought “the survivors could show
thelr respect for the dead In better ways
than b¥ votlng themselves a day’s idle-
nesm"” When Thad Stevens, who, In his
courage, his power of sarcasm and hle
pithy speech s well as his Imperious-
nesa In debate, resembled Mr. Reed, was
on his deathbed in Washington, Con-
gresaman Grinnell, of Iowa, who was a
clergyman, called on him and sald:
“When your death takea place the

House will, of course, take notice of the '

event. Have you any prefercnce who
among your old political friends should
speak at this time?' Stevens replied:
“lL don't care a cuss who makes the
speech, but I'm d—d glad I shan't be
there to hear 1.

Bryan has gone 1o Mexico to study the
money question. He could make a great
hit by saying he was wrong in 1895 and
will new devote himself (o malntaining
the gold standard. He might get the
Presidentlal aomination in (his way and
win support enough in the doubtful
slates (o give Roosevelt a run for his
money. But It takes a pretty blg man
to say “I was wrong.’

CONGRESS CAN'T--AND IT CAN.

Chicago Chronicle,

Congress strains nnd pulls and tugs,
then spits on its hands and strains and
tug® and pulls, then gets breath and a
fresh hold and pulls and tugs and strains,
but ch, dear, and oh, dear, it can't do
anything.

Really, It can’t. The sesslon Is so
short, you see. Money must be voted to
an acgregate of a thousand millions or
#0, and Congress wif bé so consumed
busy doing thal until the 4th of March
that it can't possibly find time to do any-
thing elee. ;

That is to say, It can't find time to do
anythijg for the people., It is different
when M coenes to dolng something for
some [nterest, especially if it = an In-
terest which s likely to take an active
hand when eleetlon day comes around
ngalin If it Is not eared for.

We see how It Is I the case of the im-
portere of tem. They have a gEreat quan-
tity in bond, and it was lately discovered
that they would have to pay 10 eents per
pound duty on all of it under a court de-
cisfon unless Congress should come to
the rescue and pass a bill for thelr relisf.

Congreas came to the rescue with a
rush. It wams a 4-11 eall, and Congress
came on n dead run.

The bill was whipped through the ways
apd means committce In the morniag.
shot through the House at noon, whisked
over to the Scnate, and that ponderous-
Iy dignified body stopped all other busi-
ness, turned ltseif loose for a rough-
rider run, and had the tea-relief biil on
the way to the White House with an ex-
pedition that would make a humming-
bird’s head swim.

Now, th:ll! was all right. It was proper
to save the tea importers $7,000000 more,
but the bill was for the rellef of the Im-
portera and not of the people. It Is when
2 bill appenrs for the rellef of the people
from wholly unnecessary and very gricv-
ous burdens that it becomes Impossible
for Congress to move.

There I= a fine appearance of a despe-
rate strugzle to do scinething. First the
nigh horse gives a tremendous jerk, while
the other l'es back: then the off horse
Jerks, while the olher grunts and pre.
pares for a fresh yank. And so on. The
result of all this effort is nothing but
broken tugs.

The people are expected to belleve that
the fallure s unnvoidable. The case of
the tea blll shows how very easy It is to
act where the Interest to be seérved I8
private and not public

Concerning “Stunt.”

Boston Journal

You have read that members of the
faculty at the Unlversity of Chlcago ob-
ject to the word “stunt™ In publications
of that [nstitutlon. The offendlng an-
nouncement wus as follows: “The Wo.
men's Union, 3:20-5:30 P. M. A Thanks-
glving spread. Appropriate ‘stunts’ by
members of the Women's Unlon, Only
members are expected to attend.”

“Btunt” Is supposed to be a slang
word, but this point must first bo estab-
lshed. There were lexicographers a cen-
tury or so ago who Insisted that *“‘bet"
wis slung, a low word, yet in that mems-
orable scene between Shallow and 81
lence, the Justice gald: “Depd! he drew s
good bow: and dead! he ahot a fine shoot;
John of Gaunt loved him well, and betted
much money on his head.” And slang is
language in the mmking,

“Stent” is an allotted portion, hence an
assigned task. There Is & word “stunt*
In provinelal English, and It means flerce
or angry or sulky or obstlmate; and “‘to
stuntl” a person Is to make a fool of him.

But “stunt” Is, to our mind, a more
herote form of “stent.” Hé s doing a
“stunt” may be justly applied to Mr,

Edouard de Resgke singing the Count's
arla In *“The Marrlage of Figaro:” to an
athletie planist in mortal struggle with
an orchestrn; to a politiclan explilning
the reasxonabléness of his vote on a cer-
tain bill. There Ir the thought of mus-
cular actlon, strained sinews, great drops
of swent, fearful disaster If the attempt
be not successful, Therefore, we do not
llke the use of *“=tunt" In connection
with young women at a Thanksgiving en-
tertainment, and we approve the censure
of the faculty of Chicago.

-

Whnt Reed Accomplisnhed.

New York Commercinl Advertlser.

Mr. Reed will be remembered us long
08 Congress ondures for compelling the
House of Representatives to resume its
functions as a legislative body. He did
this mainly by force of character and
the exerclse of common sense, attributes
which distinguished him throughout his
long public caresr. Weighed by actual
achievement he was the greatest Speaker
Congress has produced and the peer of
any member of that body. In debate a
ready and effective spbaker, he at no
time made pretentions to oratory, his in-
fluence on his associates and the country
belng exerted through aRppeals to thelr
Intelligence rather than theélr sentiments.

It wns straight seecing and clear think-
ing thaf enabled Speaker Reed to stand
unmoved by the assaults upon him when
by forcing Representiatives to perform
thelr sworn duty against thelr will he
rendered it possible for Congress to do
its work. What he did many another
man might have thought of. Only a
great rdan would have thought of doing
it, and none but a very greal man could
have done It. In the midst of the almost
Insane clamor which his quorum ruling
aroused. his. was the controiling mind
that maintained its serene sanity, despite
the revilings of opponents and the ques-
tioning of friends.

‘| manufacturer

Governor of Iowa, Is to be
for having, in his

Detroit on W . glven 1 most

! of "the Iows Idea"

that “the protective policv of the United
States Is agalnst the as-
saults of itm énemies, and if the cifadel
ever falls it will be because Its friends
sleep while the world Is awake” Gov-
ernor Cummins defined “the Iowa idea,™
saying:

Reciproelty will never win |ta way until we
shall be willing to treat the tariff rationslly
instead of hysterically, and the frst step In
the process i= to ba willing to make such
changes as from time to time may be ry
to bring tardlt schedules into harmony with the
principle which vindicates thelr existence. *

KOTE AND COMMENT.
Good morning! Warm enough?

The proof of the -h—rm Ia the heating
thereof.

It goes without saying—a private biil in
Congress,

“Where ignorance Is cheap,” says the
mossback, “ ‘tis folly to be wise and have
to pay more.”

The Monroe Doctrine has been put in
commission, and steam Is now getting up
in its bollers.

President Castro has the finest assort-
ment of ultimatoms on hand ever in the

1 am d to read) for
light or trivial Ch hould not be
made unleda It shall be clear that dutios are
oo high or too low. f schedulen, ke all
other laws, are to be unmade and re-
made, og to the public needs.

it i= sald that In order to change any sched-
ule or any part of any schaduls the whale tarift
must be taken up and revised, (he work of
years disearded nnd a now law submitted. I
deny the proposition

It Is & slander upon the fundamental trutha
of the world to asy that (ha prosperity of the
people has ever beem or can ever be impaired
by dolng what Is right and just and falr.
What evidepce Is there o sustain the asser-
tlon that & corvection of the grossly excessive
duties would hasten the day of exiréeme com-
mercial activity to a close? Nona whatever.

We who belleve that the time has came In
which to make certaln changes are In favor
of no modiBcation that will admit, except
through falr reclorocity, which will incressas
rather than diminish the wark to be done In
this country, a single doliar of Imported com-
modities.

We do not favor the reduction of any sched-
ule below the poigt st which the American
can, If he will, monepolize the
whole American market at & falr price. Wa
stand for tariff dutles so adjusted that the po-
tential competition frofm other countries will
prevent producers at home from exacting maors
than a just and reasanable price for what they
produce.

We emphasize this definition of ‘“‘the
Towa |dea by reprinting It here. be-
cause It Is simple, clear and unassail-
ably logleal. It Is the common sense of
business, rather than the hysteria of
partigan fetleh, applied to the tariff: it
Is a key to the perpetuation of our pros-
perity and the curblng of oppressive mo-
nopoly; it Is a gulde for a sane and sen-
elbie Congress: It is exactly what wide-
awake America la demanding today, and
it Is the one thing the Republican party
cannot deny the country without fnvit-
In-g disaster to itselr,

‘The time has gone by when the Re-
publican party can satisly itself or the
people with mellifluous phrases concern-
ing reflpruelly." “The Towa idea” must
prevall, and the sooner Congress gets to
work to enact it into our public laws,
ihet better it will be for the Republican
party.

WELL, THEY'RE THERE NOW.

Well, “e'r—;;"h'ere Now.

Chicago Inter-Ocean.

Every step taken In Venezuela by Eng-
land and Germany and by Presldent Cas-
tro adds to the difficulties at Carncas.

The Venozuelan situation. with its un-
pald claims and repudiated debts, was
bad enough. It has gErown worse with
every Incident of the laat five days, The
destruction of the Venezuelan gunboats
by the Germans and Eunglish, the seizure
of British vessels by the Venezuelans,
and the attack on German marines have
added the questibn.of Indemnity to the
question of debt c

If Venezuela could not stand under the
burden of claims presented by the Euro-
pean powers, how can the republle stand
under the added burden of Indemnity?
It the three powwers could not agree on
the question of money borrowed, how
much greater will be the difffculty of ad-
Justing conflicting claims for Indemnity!

If the temptation for Germany or Eng-
land to occupy territory ns a guaranty
of the payment of claims was great, the
temptation will be stiil greater with the
question of Indemnity in the foreground.
If there was possibility of a temporary
ocoupation of territory two weeks ago,
there Is strong probabllity now.

Hereln lles the danger. The German
declaration of Intentions, if strained only
a little, allows of an interpretation
that will permit the temporary occypation
of small pleces of Venezuelan territory.
If such territory should prove to be an
fsland or polnt where a naval station
could be established, the United States
would be under stress (o Intervens at
once.

Therefore, Admiral Dewey and a
strong American fleet should be at La
Guayra to prevent any reckless action
or encroachment that may lead to
strained relations between the TUnited
States and Germany. In the interest of
peace Admiral Dewey should be at La
Guayra with power (o prevent on the
part of Venezuela, or Germany, or Eng-
land any step that will endanger the
peace of this country.

An Good ns We Counld Do,
New York Times.

Japan of course feels that she Is one
of the Important nations, but It can be
confidently sald that Mr. Searrett., by,
reason of ablilty and tralning. stands
well above the average of our diplomatlc
appointeea below the grade of Ambassa-
dor. He served acceptably as Minister
to Siam, and his wide ncquaintance with
the peoples and the customs of the Far
East constitutes a special qualification
possessed by few Americans, probably
not more than three or four. Mr. Bar-
rett had the confidence of President Mce-
Kinley, who had him in mind for a Min-
Istership at a capital where his respon-
sibilitles and the complexity of the ques-
tions with which ha would have had to
deal must be consldered greater than
would fall to his lot at Toklo. It would
hardly be asserted, we suppose, that Mr.
Barrett, elther In respect to standing at
home or succesaful diplomatle service
abroad, 1a the inferior of the late Minis-
ter to Japan, Mr. Buck.

Odell in 1808,
Washington Star.

Oovernor Odell 18 a very good man, but
1908 is remote. Let us suppose him giv-
Ing his state another excellent adminls-
tration, then re-elected in 150, and repeat-
Ing his success as an executive a third
time. Still as an aspirant for his party’'s
Presidential nomination in 1308 he would
be tested In the Natlonal Conventlon more
by his relation to the Natlonal lasies of
that year than by hls record as Governor
of New York, And who may now say
what those |ssues are likely to be? Was
there ever a time when speculation on
such a meore was more uselesa? These
friends of Governor Odell are too previous
by half. “Carving out a polifical pro-
gramene’’ for 196 is but little short of the
folly of figuring on a date for the begin-
ning of the millennium. Not even the
New Yorkers should undertake so diffi-
cult a job, or waste so much energy.

Drotherhoaod.

E. S Martin
That plenty but réproaches me
Which lraves my brother bare.
Not wholly glad my heart can be
While his ia bowed with care.
1¢ 1 go free and sound and stout
While his poor fetters clank,
Unsated still 'l st1ll ery out
And plead with whom 1 thank.

Almighty: thou who Father be
Of him, of me, of ail,
Draw us together, him and me,
.That whichsocever fall,
The other’s hand may (ali bim not—
The other's strength decline
No task of succor that his lot
May cialm from son of thine.

1 wounld be fed, T weould be clad,
1 would be housed wnd dry,

But If so b my hvart Is sad—
What benefit have 17

he whoss shoulders best endure

P fon of an amateur.

Admiral Dewey !I_—aa.ln on the bridge,
He has telegraphed for John RBEarrett,
But where Is Mr, Dooley?

There's really little news in a hotel por-
ter's having $100,000. The wonder {3 that
there are not more milllonalres among
them. '

The idlot who employed the hours of
Summer In Inquiring “Is it hot enough for
you?" s now crylng, “"“How do you lke
the frost?"

Venezuela shows at least one good
American tralt. The Generals of the revo-
lutionary side are coming home to fAght
for their country.

When the amall girl finds her mother's
burenu drawers locked, she goes away
and smiles at her doll and whispers te
her sweet anticipations of bliss.

No amount of Incandescent pulchritude
of face or saccharine sinuosity of fgure
can save the woman whose shoes are run
down at the heel.

It iz understood that the Eastorn the-
aler managers are In communication with
President Castro. If he wins his fight he
will receive an Immense sum for the dru-
matic rights, and If he loses he will ap-
pear on the American stage In his own
play, "Between the Devil and the Deep
Sea™

One does not have to travel the strects
of this city long to realize the claims the
charities have on those who are blessed
with competence, Honger and cold are
things that few reared in comfortable
homes know about except from hearsay.
But to watch the thin faces, the haggard
mouths, the stumbling limbs, the despalr-
ing eyes of hundreds that wander about
the lower avenues cannot but reach the
heart. The dearest prize man can gain
in a chilly world is the interest of his fel-
lows. Thess outcasis are friondless,
homeleas, loveless; to give them the mea-
ger pleasure of warmth and food Is all
that a busy people can do, That c¢an be
done with mutual benefit.

It Is told of Mr. Barrett that when he
first came to Washington during Cleve-
land's first term he brought a delegution
of his Pacific Coast friends to help him
along. Thelr funds ran low, and they
finally pooled jssuecs and boarded at a
cheap restaurant, They were sitting down
to dinner one evening when one of Bar-
rett's friends rushed In and congratulated
him on his appointment as Minister to
Siam. Barrett hadn't heéeard the news.
He immediately arose and started to go.

“What! Aren't you golng to eat?" his
friends chorused. “Dinner is on the
table." =

“No,” replied Barrett, as he but}.oned up
his overcoat.”"You see, it wouldn't be In
keeping with my dignity as Minister tw
Slam to eat dinner in a 15-cent restau-
)

‘“That makes me think,” sald the tall
man quoted by the New York Tribune,
“how Colonel Ochilitree once got the bet-
ter of a lawyer In this city who tried to
make fun of him on the witness-stand. It
was in March, 1M, when the Colonel had
his nurse, James F. Lynch, arrested on
the charge of stealing a gold watch, & bet-
ting-book, an overcoat, an umbrella which
he had bought In London, and a roll of
bills. He sald that he had lost all this
pfoperty when he was il at 8§ West
Thirty-third street. As soon as the Colo-
nel took the stand tha lawyer for tha
nurse asked: =

" "You were sufffring from too high liv-
Ing at this time, were you not?

" "Well, I didn't live In the cellar, I can
tell you," was the answer. ’

“ *But you had been drinking too much?

*‘No, sir, T had not been drinking, al-
though I am not a bigoted teetotaler,’ was
the prompt reply.

““‘But this watch—you got that for a
poker debt,” persisted the lawyer, who was
beginning to get red behind the ears,

“*No; It was too honest a watch for
that. It had an open face,” chuckied the
witness.

“The lawyer blushed up to the roots of
his halr, took a hitch In his suspenders
and then went at the complainant fe-
roclously with this question:

“'But, look here! Are you perfectly
sure that this man took your watch?
Could not some one else have stolen i(t7T

“*If you had ever called on me,"” quletly
remarked the Colonel, ‘I might have be-
l{eved you had stolen IL*

“The lawyer thereupon gave up
cross-examination.'

the

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Gladys—He sald he would die If I refused
him. Ethel—And sulll you refused him? Gladys
—Oh, yes! 1 think he will live Jong enough to
propose again.—Puck.

Kind Old Lady—You're ths daintiest little
boy In the whole crowd. How Is It you keep
your face so clean? Nibsy Murphy—If | didn't
me mudder'd wash 1t —Judgn.

"What weore you a&bout to remark?™ she
asked. *‘Oh, it's of no consequence.”” he Te-
turned. “'I know that,”" she retorted, “but
what was 1t —Chleago Evening Poat.

Farmer Ragweed—What's your speciality?
Artist—The poster. Farmer Ragweed—Just tha
feller T want., All them posts want settin' In
and I'll giva you the job. —Chicago Dally News.

“They say she s determined to marry a cer-
tain struggling young attorney.” ““Well. if she
has made uo her mind to marry him | guess
thers s mo further use for him to siruggle.”' —
Puck.

He—That rural play we saw had a yoke of
oxenn mnd weveral other farm animals n It
She—DHd 117 Well, | suppose that's what they
eall a stock company.—Philadeiphla Evenlog
Bullatin,

Softleigh (to the girl’s small brotherl—I say,
Hobhle, what are you—ew-—galng (o be when
you grow up to be & man? Bobble—Oh, 1 don't
know. What are you golng to beT™—Chicago
Datly News

“1 want to got something for my hushband
this Christmas,'' sald Mrs® Newlywed, *that
he will keop a long while and not give away."*
*1 unow the very thing, then.” replied Mrs
Experience; "buy him some cigars of your own
selection."—Cincinnat! Commercial-Trlibune.

College of DHalect. —Young men from univer-
sities who have only classical sducations taught
dislect In from two to six weeka Those who
intend to become magazine writsrs would do
well to take & térm with us  Any quantity of
professors, and all sorts of dialect.—Atlanta
Canstitution

Tess—Mr. Brusk s nice-looking, I admit, but
he's not much of a talker; mever seems mbie
to say the right thing In the right place. Jesn
—0Oh, | don't know. He sald the right thing
jast evening. although you may not think It
was In the right place. Tess—Where was tha:?
Jess (dlaplaying her ring)—In our parlor.—
Fhtladelphia Press.




