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For sale in Washington, D. C.. by the Ebbett
House nrws stand

For sale in Denver, Colo., by Fiamfitoa &
Kendrick, $08-012 Seventsenth street; Louthan

TODAYT' S WEATHER-Parily cloudy, with
probably light showers. variable winds, mostly
westerly.

YESTERDAY'E WEATHER—Maxfmum tem-

perature, 01; min'mum temperature, 43; pre-
cipitation, 0.03 Inch
FPORTLAND, WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10,

We invite the attention of the strenu-
ous advocates of a Department of Com-
meérce, some of whom belong In Port-
jand, to the scandal that has arlsen
over the jeakage in the Government's
cotton report. The most enthusiastic
adhefent of paternalistic theorles of
government must admit that successful
marketing of cotton forms no proper
part of the ends for which taxes are
levied upon the whole of the people. If
dealers in cotton wish to koow the con-
dition of the crop, let them find it out
for themselves 1t Il perfectly natural
that when once the Government ems-
barks on enterprises of sectional bear-
ing and savoring of class favoritism, it
should find iiself speedily involved in
difficulties. The danger incident to the
corrupt disposal of the cotton estimates
i# not greater than the mischliéf Lo which
we have long been accustomed of er-
roneous eslimates on the corn and wheat
crope. In the State Department, also,
we have had the most humillating sort
of experience with the falwe and ridle-
ulous valuations of forelgn colns, certl-
fied up to the “Consular Reporis™” from
the mint officlals of the Treasury. Con-
midering the extent to which the Govern-
ment has harried the commerce of the
ecountry, including trade, bBanking and
crope, it s certainly curlous to find busl-
ness men generally @ ized with a pas-
alon for a Department of Commerce,
whose special care shall be o extend
and multiply this governmental monkey-
work. The only gain in this proposed
concentration of all these various func-
tions of trade interference in one head
would be if we were to take advantage
of this unity to cug the head off and let
commerce go on its untrammeled way
rejoicing.

Benator Cullom is oppossd (o "tariff
agitation,” “business disturbance” and
all the rest of woes which would follow
summary removal of the (ariffs on salt,
paper, anthracite and other trust-con-
trolled products, but he le r-d-hot for

* the reciprocity treaties, whose wholesale
dislocation of Dingley schedules has
been paraded up and down the country
for two or three years without any pro-
test that we have seen, except from the
specifically attacked industries, on the
ground either of agitation or disturb-
ance. Why does Cullom want the recl-
procity treaties ratified? Becaums they
are drawn in the interest of protected
meanufacturers, Jargely resident in and
about Chilcago—iron and steel, leather,
implements, etc. Senator Culolm is not
afraid of tariff agitation that proposes
to buay new soarkeis for our manufac-
tures abroad in exchange for free trade
in wool, hides, wine and frult at home,
any more than is the National Assocla-
tion of Manufacturers, which has left no
stone unturned to urge the adoption of
théme ireatles. There are Senators, how-
ever, who resent Mr. Cullom's proposal.
They belong largely In New Engiland,
whose cotton goods Bnd chesp jewelry
are hit hird by the Kasson conventions,
without any corresponding advantages.
Then there will be active opposition alsa
from the far West, where protection to
sgricultural products s stlll taken seri-
ously. It s doubtful If Benator Cullom
will find 4 single supporter in the Pacific
Coast delegations, Likely the sugar
trust will discourage reciprocity legis-
lation, through fear that it might lead
to other tariff reductions. Senator Cul-
lom’s manufacturers, however, are re-
sirained by no such feara It is a battle
of glants,

independent comment reproduced on
our editorial page yesterday and today
discovers a more general discontent with
President Roosevelt's tariff and trust
recommendations than The Oregonian
it=elf had ventured to expresa The ful-
some compliments of Republican party
organs and the uniform hostility of
Pemocrats were to be expected, but are
useless for the discerning rcader, and
we have ignored them. But the criti-
¢lsm that really stands for honest judg-
ment Is most regrettably unfavorable
to the President, though It procesds
from quarters where his courage and
sincerity are glven full value, and where
his recent anti-trust utterances have met
with enthuslastic response. In desiring
to stang well with his pariy leaders and
regain the confidence of Wall street, the
President has grievously disappolated
the Independent thought of the country,
which hoped to see him rise above such
considerations and treat the tarlff and
the truosts on thelr merita It ls quite
in the nature of things that simultane-
ously the news comes outl of Washing-
ton and New York that the trusts are
girding on thelr armor to give the Presi-
dertinl nomination in 1904 1o Hanna or
Falrbanks. It would seem that Theo-
dore Rocsevelt need not be reminded
how precarious s the attempt to carry
water on both shoulders. He must
choose between the trusts and the peo-
ple The popular confidence and ac-
claim he hes so prospercusly acquired

i i

he will fall between two schools,

At the Cilvic Federation's' gathering
and In its work we see Mr. Hanna at
his best. Benevolent of Reart, kindly of
purpose, faithful to obligations of busi-
ness and friendship, he is as well fitted
a4s any man in the couniry to Inspire
and hold the confidence of employer and
employe alike. Probably no practical
politician of the day Is more respected,
trusted and feared In American financlial
clrcles than Mr. Hanna, while his con-
sistently falr and ‘honorable course
toward his own employes has earned for
him an equal eminence among the ranks
of labor. But the time is very Inoppor-
tune for & man of his Lype to come be-
fore the country as a Presidential possi-
bility. We need many things In our
publlic men today, but we need no one
thing more than we aeed wisdom. The
rough-and-ready philosophy of *Roose-
velt is the extreme limit we should go In
the way of imperfect scholarship In the
Presidency. Even McKinley contrived
for us & measurable dignity and polish
in the discussion of foreign affairs, for
example, which are practically un-
touched In this latest me-glge.' It Is
bad enough to have Roosevell discuss-
ing the very highest problems of Inter-
aational stetecraft with the terminclogy
of Poor Richard's Almanac; but where
should we hide if Marcus Alonzo took
to writing In that noble book of Amer-
fean diplomacy, where Washington and
Jefferson began and the Adamses con-
tinued and the younger Harrison en-
riched, and Cleveland, with all his pon-
derousness, lent dignity- and force? 1If
we really have to choose between Mark
and “Gumeshoe Charley,” of Indlann, let
us take Falrbanks He is impossible, of
course, but not in qulte so many ways.
Why i the Presidency closed to the
quality of George Willlam Curtis or
‘James Rueesll Lowell, or Andrew D.
White?

A CRITICAL AGE FOR STATESMEN.

There la no doubt that the death rate
in both the United States and England
has declined during the last fifty yeara
The death rate in the densely populated
manufacturing State of Massachuseils, |
which contains three millions of inhab-
itants in its area of less than 8000 square
miles of land surface, wae only 16§ per
1000 of population. Other states of less
density of population would naturally
furcish 2 lower rate. This decline in
the death rate I= due to the fact that the
death rate from consumption in New
Engiand has fallen one-half in fifty
years; the death rate from typhold fever
is only about one-fourth of what It was
a haif-century ago; the destructiveness
of scarlet fever, whooping cough and
puerperal fever has been reduced one-
half in the same time; and the Introduc-
tion of the "anti-toxin treatment for
diphtheria in 1886 has resulted In saving
thousands of lves up to the present
date, while the deaths from cholega in-
fantum have greatly diminished through
the increased use of pasteurized and
sterilized milk, Medical sclence and im-
proved sanitation have had much to do
with this recorded decline in the death
rate, And yet, If we tum from general-
ities to particulars, it would be difficult
to establish the fact of a declining death
rate by the history of our public men,
On the whole, It cannot be sald that the
leading statesmen of our country whoss
public life began with the generation
that fought the Civil War present a bet-
ter record of longevity than did their
fathers and grandfathers, who dld not |
live s0 comfortably at home or when
they traveled, who dld not eat as well-
cool 1 foed, who knew littlé and cared
less about sanitation, who lived in days
when the average physiclan knew jcas
thar he does today, when superior sur-
gleal skill and sclentific dilagnogis was
not as generally accessible as it s today,
To Hustrate: Mr, Reed, a man of pow-
erful physique, the child of sturdy par-
ents, dies at 63 of Bright's disease of the
kidneys, to which he kad been a victim
for more than & year pasl. Secretary
Blalne died at 63 of the same diecass.
Judge Jackoo . of the United States Su-
preme Court, died at 63; Judge William
B. Woods at 83. President Arthur dled
of Bright's discase at 56, and General
Hancock of the same disease at 62, and
General McClellan died at §3; Vice-Pres-
ident Wilson died a&t 63, and Schuyler
Colfax at 62. Matt Carpenter dled at B7.
Secretary Windom dled suddenly at 63;
Governor Flower, of New York, died
suddenly st 64; Vice-President Hobart
dled at 56; Cornelius Vanderbilt died at
56; Senator Davis, of Minnesota, dled at
62 of blood poleoning; Rev, Joseph Cooke
died at 63, and =0 dild Father McGlynn,
both of Bright's disease. Dwight L.
Moody dled at 65. John Fiske died at
69. These are but a few instances of
public men of all sorts of activities who
have dled at 63 or, before reaching that
age. What killed off =0 many of these
men of good stock, good physique, com-
fortable pecunlary clrcumstances, before
reaching three-score and ten? Not alco-
holic stimulants, for all of them were
men of temperate Habits and many of
them were total abstainers. *In our
Judgment too much food and too little
exercise will kill a full-blooded man of
sedentary life as quickly and as surely
as too much aleohel. Take the case of
General Hancock.,. As long as he ob-
tained plenty of exercise in field service
and kept his flesh down he was a model
of manly beauty and health; he took
command at Governor's Island, was
eagerly sought after by every eminent
dinner-glver; he was & figure at every
public banquet, -and he at once grew
very corpulent and died In a few years.
The longest-lived men In the land are
the old scidiers of the Army, who take
bodily exerclee and never overfeed. The
spare men like Willlam M. Evarts and
George F. Edmunds endured this public
banquet d ion; Evarts liked a glass
of wine was a moderate eater, while
Edmunds in his vacations hunted and
fished in Canada. John Sherman, an-
other men of spare figure, was abstemi-
ous in all things; General Sherman, a
very energetic man of epare figure, went
to every dinner, public and private, ate
beartily and drank frequently, but he
took plenty of physical exercise anfl
lived to be T3. General McClellan, who
was greatly glven to blg dinners and
toock life indolently, dled of heart dis-
ease, &8 dld CGovernor Flower. Im the
old days people were obliged to take
more exercige, for transportalion was
nelther cheap nor comforiable. Dinnere
even among people well to do were not
of the sumptuous sort served today.
The use of slcohol in some form was
more universal than it Is today among
pubiic men, but it was used In a simpler
way, Secretary Blalne was & very ab-
stemious man, rarely If ever drinking

| lines, but with the same general purpose

]}'et not so exacting as that which In-

good dinner, was & man of good-feifow-
ship who talked well In comversation or
in after-dinner set speech, and too much
feeding with lttle or no exercise kiiled
him. Pneumonta may attack and, kill
the men of the best habfts, as it did
Benjamin Harrison and General Sher-
min, but it is a notable foet that men
who are full-blonded, inclined to corpu-
, Are not seldom victims to Bright's
or heari fallure {f they feed
heavily for years and take little or no
exareise. Mr. Reéd, like Mr. Blaine, wae
sought after soclally at Washington, and
twenty years of Washington dinner par-
ties wiil, kill any man of Mr. Reed's
physiqus who eats well and takes little
exarcise, even If he abstains from alco-
hol.

COMMENDATORY AND SUGGESTIVE.

Among the intelligent and therefore
helpful philanthroples of Portland are
two very deserving Iinstitutions—the
Woman's Union and boarding-house and
the Young Women's Christian Associa-
tion. The names of thes¢ inatitutions
declare thelr purpose—a purpose that ls
ocoly cheritable in the higher sense of
that term. That is, it does not propose
1o give outright the benefits of home, in-
struction and oversight to young women
who are out In the world, 20 to speax,
for themselves. but by concerted effort
by providing places where thelr own
earnings will suffice for thelr legitimate
needs,

The Woman's Unlon, after a hard
struggle, has paesed beyond the experi--
mental stage, In which all such effort,
unless liberally endowed, s handicapped
by debt and cramped In various ways
for means and appliances to carry on
the work, By careful management and
the most untiring labor 'its directors
have succeeded in establishing & home
for working women which well deserves
the nameé—a home where for a price
which Is within the scope of their earn-
Irgs, self-respeciing young women and
girls may have all the comforts and
many of the luxuries of modern life.
Their bullding has grown from a house
of & few rooms to a commodious dwell-
ing well sulted to the purpose, and [t
bas been so ecarefully supervised and
efficiently managed that In the fuill fif-
teen years of Its existence not a breath
of reproach nor & hint of scandal has
hovered sbout it. Its capaclty Is now
taxed to the utmos{, and the energetic
management ls considering ways and
means to enlarge the building to meet
the constantly growing demand.

The Y. W. C. A, an Institution much
younger in this city than the Woman's
Union, has al=o done and ls doing excel-
lent service In the fleld of Intelligent
phllanthropy. Coming at a later date
and working on somewhft different

of helping seif-respecting young women
to help themselves, thls organization
may be sald to have taken hold at once
upon the popular heart. Its growth
from the first has been steady, and in
review seems almost phenomenal. The
opportunities that it offers to young
women and girls (especially those of the
wage-carning class), social, moral and
educational, are many and excellent.
Alss earefully supervised, thie effort is

cludes the maintenance of & home In the
composite sense of sghelter, fopd and
lodging. The one thay be character-
{zed as the downtown business effort of
intelligent philanthropy In behalf of
women who need and appreciate [ts
kindly offices. The other embodles the
regident Idea with !ts more retired but
etill convenient locatlon, Its moiherly
supervision, s homellke atmosphers
and its attrectiéns as o safe abiding-
place.

Thus far the work of these arganiza-
tions, though simillar, s distinet. It
should remaln so. It i» eaid, however,
that the managers of the Y, W. C. A,
have In contemplation the addition of a
lodging-house to the work of that organ-
izntion. It may be hoped that this Is
not true. Business men of this city are
already heavily taxed for the support
of philanthropic institutions Of this
burden, It may be =ald that it is borne
cheerfully, though at times it 15 felt to
be ummecessarily heavy on sccount of
the Incrensed expenditure which results
from & multiplication of Institutions
having practically the saime object. In
crder- to Increase the lodging facllities
of the Woman's Unlon bullding on Fif-
teenith and Flanders streets, an ideal lo-
catior, by the way, for such a home, or
to establish a lodging-houes in conjunc-
tion with the Y. W, C. A., the usual
contributions from the public will be re-
quired. Inasmuch as the first-named
arganlzation has the slte, has had ex-
perience In the supervision of such a
home, and has a location well sulted to
Its work, there are those who fee] that
the need Indicated could be supplled
with less expenditure of money and with
it least equally satisfactory resulis by
enlarging the bulldidg already owned
and operated for this purpose, Ill-con-
sldered zeal sometimes by over-reaching
ita object produces inharmony among
philanthrople workers, and is in this
way productive ¢f much harm where
only good I8 intended. It iz well worth
while to cons!der this question carefully
at its present stage of development, to
the end that concentrated rather than
divided effort may be compassed In ite
solution, and economy of resources be
secured.

The publie, a patient burden-bearer
in the maln, ls sometimes forced to cry
out under the pressure of too many
‘churches having precisely the same ob.
ject In view. Let this public be not
compelled to give reluctantly to the
maintenance of two or more philan-
thropic Institutions that cross each
other's lines of endeavor neediegsly
while to each in Ite distinctive line of
effort it would give willingly.

THE CRIMES ACT IN IRELAND.

Justice James Flizgerald, of the New
York Supreme Court, In @ recent vieit
to Ireland secured an officlal copy of the

crimes act and made an analysis of It |

from an American legal point of view.
Judge Fltzgerald in the New York Sun
stntes that under the crimes sot of 1883
whose provislons relate exclusively to
Ireland, the Lord Lisutenant may at
sny time by proclamation suspend abeo-
lutely the civil rights of all the inhabi-
tants of Ireland or any part 'of Ireland,
Umnder this proclamation an accused per-
son may be summarily prosecuted be.
fore two minor magistrates, who may
condemn to imprisonment with or with-
out hard labor. At the present time
twelve counties are proclaimed. "

These extraordinary proceedings are
at present directed against the Unlited
Irish League. Section 6 of the crimes
act empowers the Irlsh executive by |
speclal proclamation to declare an asso-
clation to be dangerous and membership
therein becomes a erime. The publica-

tinn of the proceedings of any mecting Wh

of euch body becomes under certaln
circumstances also a crime, if the dis.

but he liked a |

[

trict where the publication s had js a | before the

ik Cavendish, and has never been re-
pealed.

John D, Crimimins, another highly in-
teiligent and Influential Catholic Irish-
man of New York City, did mot bring
back from his trip of observation to Ire-
iand as gloomy a view of the present
sityation as does Fitzgerald. Mr.

mins reported Ireland as vastly Im-
proved and comparatively prosperous
and happy. He believes that the pass-
age of Russeil's bill for the expropria-
tion of landlords through government
purchase and sale to the tenants is all
that |2 mecessary to settle the vexed
land question, but the Irish party In
Parllament 1s not disposed to favor this
bill, which te the only one that Is likely
to obtaln a passage Its author, Mr.
T. W. Russell, I» an able lawyer, a
friend of Ireland, but not a home ruler.

R —

The order of Patrons of Husbandry
seems to have takeén a new lease of life
In Oregon. This is perhaps especlally
true of the Willamette Valley and in
rural communities that are contiguous
to the cities and large towns A etrik-
ing example of this fapt, which in turn
Iz an example of agricultural prosper-
ity, 18 witneased in Evening Star
Grange, the.meetings of which are held
in Multnomah Hsail, a few miles out on
the Section Line road, In this county.
The membership of this lodge s about
200, and among these are some of the
most progressive farmers, dairymen and
hortlculturists of ° Multnomah County.

Mts annuai meeting, held last Saturday

afterncon, was a pleasant ooccasion
where the, spirit of true neighborliness
and hospitality reigned. the very
first of these Grange meyiings in thls
stale—a period that dates k neariy a
third of a century, the soclal and hos-
pitable features have been prominent,
and through this and the nelghborly in-
terest engendered among citizene of the
rural and suburban districts by frequent
gatherings, the order maintained itself
through periods of agricultural and
financial depresslon, and res:}onded
promptly to the Impulse of growth when
the reactlon came. It i= not surprising,
therefore, to note a, revival of interest In
the Grange In and about our centers of
agriculitural prosperity.

The tremendous exodus of Itallane to
the United States continuea Of the
720,798 alisns who entered our ports dur-
Ing the flacal year that ended Jume 30,
1802, Italy furnished 184.683: Austria-
Hungary was next in order of numbers
with 175,900; Ruesia, including Finland,
followed with 108,731, The total from
these three countries constituted nearly
85 per cent of the entire immlgration for
the year, The latter class will be main-
1y added to our agricultural population;
the first will swell the ranks of unskilled
labor by the addition of a large per cent
of their number, and the second will in-
crease to a conslderable extent the min-
Ing population in the coal reglons. It
requires a long stretch of imagination
toward hospitality and humanity 4o en-
able our people to extend a cordial wel-
come to this foreign host. Relinforce-
ment of our labor army from abroad is
not desirable at the present time, as a
cursory glance at the Pennsylvania coal
reglons shows

———— ]

If ever the act of sulclde Is to be com-
mended, it is when it claims a man who,
according to his own estimate, Is such a
slave to the drink habit that be cannot
control his actiona While we may and
must pity a human being In the thrall-
dom of an appetite that s dragging
himself and his family down to poverty
and disgrace, the “only way out of It,"
when taken, does not cause profound
regret, perbapa because the last stage of
regret had been passed In seeing him
throw himself away.

The death of Mrs. S8arah A, Shattuck,
widow of the late Judge B. D. Shattuck,
marks the end of a long and useful life
in this community. Mra Shattuck, al-
ways a woman of retiving nature, has,
owing to advancing years, kept closely
within the circle of her own home dur-
ing 2 aumber of yeara past, and was
known to relatively few of the later res-
ldents of this city. Many friends sur-
vive her, however, who bear tender wit-
ness to her womanly worth and strength
of character.

e —

Representative Moody's knowledge of
public land history in Oregon well quali-
fies him to discover and expose such an
attempt to eteal great tracts as he has
found in the Indiar appropriation bill
Only we hope nobody will arlse now to
swear there have never been any land-
grant frauds,

e

In the Canadian Province of Ontarlo
on the 4th inst. the prohibition measure
submitied to popular vote was defeated
decisively. Of fifteen citfes, only four
voted against the proposed measure.
Toronto voted In favor of I, while Ot-
tawa gave over 600 majority agalnst it

e e

Trust the vigilant property-owner for
publicity, The exact proposals of the
City & Suburban franchise are at length
leaking out.

—

Dying Easy In San Franeisco.

The Argonaut,
Between the 1st day of October and the
1st day of Docember of this year, 19 per-
sons met death in the City of S8an Fran-
elsco through suffocation by Illuminating
gas. In two of the 19 cases thers was

gence on the part of the victims. On the
contrary, it is held that thess fatalities
He at the doors of the companies who
furnish gas to the city. An invesatigation
I;o rn&' In pnnn?.thu ll:n “ll:uu be. Cor-

Eastman, of the Department.
who called the matter to the attention of
the Mayor, states that his

the com-
goes t. though
the gas still continues to flow Into the
room. Another coxplanation Is that the
gas, being of poor quality, and its can-

g8

way, mm n“zt goes out, and then
permi ERs through

and do Is hm'wa:-wd- a.ll.fhul:
it s asserted that the amount of carbon

Kansas City
It is to be regretted that "
‘first, In dealing with the truss, snd,
#econd, with the subfect of tarlff revl
has not come out strongly for
American

does not cover the ground. is so has-
ardous to deal with the tariff bedause the
country has prospered undér protection,
bwhy should it not be equally hazardous
to attempt to restraln the trusts, which
Institutlons have also been assoclated
with the extraordinury good times of re-
cent years? “

In Jeopardy,
Chlcago Chronicle.

There must never be any change Ia the
tarift which will Jeopardize the standard
of comfort, the standard of wages, of
the American wage-worker.—Presidential
fipology for the trusts.

In the same message which contalned
this brililant observation A Tec-
ommendation that free trade in anthracite
coal be established at once. If the tariff
snfeguards “the standard of comfort” and
“the standard of wages of the American
wage-worker” how is it that the coal
miners of Pennsylvania are so poorly paid
and what will become of them i an-
thracite is placed on the free lat?

Has Heard From Wall Street.
Springfield Republican.

Evidently Mr. Roosevelt has felt the an-
tagonism shown In Wall street and lts
organs to his trust-regulation campalgn,
and he deal§ with this question In more
moderats and qualifying language. The
line 1s drawn “agalnst misconduet, not
against wealth,” But the preclse line
he would draw Is not Indlcated. Publicity
in the affalrs of corporations engaging In
Interstate commerce is mentloned, and
then the whole matter is handed over to
Congress, which is Informed that its power
iz larger In the premises than the Presl-
dent used to think it was. Tariff reduc-
tion ARs a measure against trust extortion
is ridiculed, but cautious action toward
revislon on behalf of larger foreign mar-
kets, through reciprocity, “or in a gen-
eral way under the recommendations of
an expert commission of busineas men, is
moderately advocated. Currency reform
in very general terms Is favorably con-
sidered. The Natlonal finances in general
are not touched upon—a subject usually
occupying a considerable part of the av-
erage Presidential message. The homily
upon the relations of capital and labor is
good, conveying the great truth—and no
more—that if we are good we shall be
happy.

Why Only the Anthracite Trust?

New York Times,

Perhaps we ought not to take too se-
riously the Presldent's words in respect
to dutles on Imports. He has not been a
lUfelong student of that gquestion, as was
his predecessor, and he has by no means
reached those ripe amd liberal conclusions
which forced themselves upon the mind of
Willlam McKinley In the last years of
his life. For instance, the President die-
misses alsogether tariff reductlon a8 a
remedy for trust evils. He declares that
this remedy would be “wholly Ineffective.”
That must mean that it would be inef-
fective as to every trust. But the salt
trust, with a duty averaging something
Hike 50 per cent, has In recent years rajsed
Its prices 100 per cent. The plate glass
trust, with dutles ranging from 0 to
nearly 160 per cent, has more than doubled
ita prices in the last four years. The
tarlff on hides adds to the cost of every
American boo{_sand shoe. And the paper
trust has the ald of the Dingley law for
the depredations which it practices upon
the virtuous and struggling press of the
ecountry. An inteligent Martian who had
no knowledge of the Dingley law save
that which he might gain by reading the
President’'s message, would suppose that
it was a moderate statute imposing fines
all the 'way from 15 to 25 per cent upon
importers of forelgn merchandise. Ha
would never suepect the existence of sin-
ful rates running up to 200 and 300 per cent.
We have some Nitle doubt whether the
President himself knows about them.

Trust Balting and Bear Hunting.
New York Sun,

A bill of admitted doubtfulness consti-
tutionally, based on & juggled theory of
the extent of constitutional power under
the clause empowering Congress to regu-
iate commerce between the states; the
enactment and the attempted enforcement
of the probably unconstitutional measure,
and Itz reference to the judiciary for a
declslon as to its wvalidity; the patient
awalting of results from the slow pro-
cess leading to final adjudication by the
Supreme Court of the United States: and
then, In the probable event of a decision
that by @mo twist of Mr. Knox's experi-
enced corporation mind ean power to
regulate Interstate commerce be made
to Include production within the states
merely because the producers sometimes
engage In interstate commerce; a return
in the more or less remote future to the
bottom of the hlll, to begin all over again
with the preliminaries to constitutional
amendment! Such Is the programme of
attempted Federal control of budinesa ac-
tivity within .the states which the Presi-
dent, after a year of earnest cogitation
and frequent and Impessioned speeches,
now presents to Congress. Buch, we say,
is now the only programme; and we are
bound to add that its halting an® tenta-
tive character I8 In painful contrast with
the ardor of the President's utterances
when treating the subject rhetorically.
It will impreas the expectant, we think,
as worthy neither of Mr. Roosevelt's po-
litical genius nor of his universslly rec-
ognized sincerity and courage. It Is llke
the postponement to the Greek kalends
of the Mississippi bear. Mr, Rooseveit is
a good Executive. It is only a8 a philoso-
pher, an innovator, a soclalogical experi-
mentalist, that he produces In any honest
neighborhood a chill,

Fita the Partisan Stump.
Boston Herald,

Without at all questioning his good In-
tentions, he seems to us unforturnate in
his method here. It seems to be admitted
in the document that legisiation is needed
to restrict the operations of the trusts,
and perhaps to do away with them to
some exenf, and yet the President omits
to state in what respect the trusts are
acting wrongly, and therefors he is at a
loas to say when this legislation should be
applied. In place of 8o doing, he préaches
somewhat of & homlily to Congress, partly
platitudinous, and all instructive on prin-
ciple=s rather than having & more direct ap-
plication. If the trusts are all right it
is sagely sald the nation doesn't wish to
disturb them; otherwise It does: but it Is
only by implication that we are toid that
they are not all right. This Impilcation
comes In the dlecussion of present laws
and future laws and Constitutional amend-
ment as being appropriately to bhe en-
forced agninst them: but the President
talks around the subject rather than en-
lightens us on Its aotual tlon even
here, In the one clear and obvicus point
on which it would seem apparent to the
ordinary mind that the trusts could be d1-
rectly reached by prompt legislation, Mr,
Rooseveltl Is fixed In hle own mind that
he doesn't want anything done on the
subject. It is plaln, and .he doesn't deny,
that the trusts are abusing their privileges
under the tariff by selling the articles of
thelr manufacture cheaper abroad than
they are sold at home, but the President
would not have these privilegea taken
away from them In consequence. He eomes
nearer to informing us as to where the
trusts have done wrong on this point than
on any -otler, by not denying their cul-

bllity In this Instance; but he would
r nothing done to punish them for
auch action. This, not because the trusts
fa{l to deserve It, but on the assumption
that-#t might injure somebody else, With

ue

Mr. Roosevelt,

; were not strenuous enough
memmtutomm

Oregon’s Demand Reasonahble.
Albany Democrat.
Congress will be asked to appropriate
$2,000,000 for the Lewis and Clark Exposi-
[ tion. As Congress approprinted 5,000,000
for the Loulslana Purchass Exposition,
Oregen's will be a reasonable one.

" Not an Exorbitant Demand,

~ Granite Gem.

Next month the Oregon Legislature
convenes. We hope the members will
find it convenlent to remegmbeér at least
one-third the promises made thelr con-
stituents prior to their election, and gow-
ern themselves according. ‘

Millenninl Felleity,

A Wallowa Leader.

A printing office In a little town In
Michigan Is always opened by prayer.
This |5 a rare exception to the rule, as
from time immemorial it has been cus-
tomary for the office to be opencd by the
devil and closed by the Sheriff.

Two Milllons Not Too Muareh.

Balem Statesiman.

The people of Portland are to ask Con.
gress for $2.000,000 for the 16 Falr. That
is pot too much. Let them Inslst upon It,
as a matter of right and duty. It will
pay the Unlted States Government to ap-
propriate that much money for the pur-
pose. -

Oregon Coming to the Front.

Albany Herald.

The days.of Washingion's supremacy
over Oregon Is fast coming to an end.
While during the last doxen yenrs the
population of Washingtdn has Increased
much more rapidly than that of Oregon,
such 15 not now the cage. Oregon is now
keeplng pace with her sister state, and
the tide is beginning to turn thi# way.
In 10 years from now the population of
Oregon will equal that of Washington,
and wiil be double what it Is now.

Encourngement From Idnho.
Bo!se Newn,

The Lewis and Clark Centennial Expo-
eition, booked for Portland, Or., for 1905,
Is recelving strong support in Portland,
and occuples growing attentlon through-
out the United States. Congress is to ba
asked to appropriate 32,000,000 for the Ex-
position, the State of Oregon to appro-
priate §500,00, and the 18 states west of
the Mississippl to appropriate gencrous
sums. The Expositlon would be the
greatest advertisement of the resources
of the Northwest ever undertaken.

Veterans Have Earned Thelr Pay.
Hood River CGlacier.

The Oregon territorial Legislature, at
the session of 183556 passed a mensure
promising to pay soldiers who served In
the Indinn campalgng of those days 2 a
day for their services. This promise has
never been fulfllied. The few romain-
ing veterans will ask the Legislature con-
vening next month to make good the
promise. It is figured that two-thirds of
the soldlers who serves the state In In-
dian wars have dled and that 5300000
would be a proper sum to yote for relief
of the purvivors. It is hoped this request
will be promptly and cheerfully granted.
The falthfulness and herolsm of thesa
frontler soldlers made possible the prea-
ent conditions In Oregon, and they are
richly deserving of thelr promised pay,
even If a half century has eclapsed since
it was earned.

Belleved the Right Should Be Done.
Albany Herald.

In the death of Thomas B. Reed, of
Maine, on last SBunday, this country has
lost one of Its ablest men and stanchest
characters. He was nelther a compro-
miser or expedient. His theory and mode
of actlon was that which was right and
ought to be done must be accomplished,
and that which was wrong must be
crushed and left undone. He was unlike
Blaine in that Blaine was both statesman
and politiclan, while Reed was states-
man only, but an abler one than even
Bilaine in that he put mors energy and
character in his endeavor. Reed was one
of the faw great men of the country who
should have  been President, but whose
firmness, which verged on coldness, and
high character kept IMm out of the hands
of poilticlans. He wanted the nomination
to seak him, rather than for him to ssck
the nomination. The United Btatez has
suffered a severe losa In the death of Mr.
Reed.

He Left No Constructive Work.
Lewiston Tribune.

Thomas B. Reed was an American of
great light and leading, and one of the
strong men of his generation. His per-
sonality was forceful and dominating,
making him a powerful flgure In what-
ever relatlon he might ocoupy. Unlike
other survivors of the great office he held,
he was just as great o man as plain
Thomas B. Reed as the Speaker of the
House of Representatives. He was a can-
didate for the Presidential office ino 1586,
and would probably have been one agaln
after President Roosevelt shall have re-
celved the allotted honors of his party,
though his pronounced attitude toward
imperinllem might have rendersd hifn in-
oligible, Unfortunately, Mr. Reed has left
no |great constructive work behind,
thoygh his hand in & large menasure
sha all the recent legislation of his
P ., and hence whatever service the
Republlean party has rendgred the coun-
try was probably more of his work than
of any other Individual. Mr. Fered's lofty
character has nevar besn stained by the
slightest imputsation of cant vaclliation
of uncandor. He was firm as a rock.
strong as an oak, Imperlous as the tem-
pest. I

Patriotle Coos County.

Coquille City Hernld.

While it 18 & fact that the City of Port-
land will receive a preater benefit from
the Lewis and Clark Exposition than any
other section of the stale, it i= n fact that
the city will experndd a greater amount,
and If the people of other sections are
wide awake to thelr Intereats and will
show the proper amount of enterprise by
having thelr locality thoroughly repre-
ssnted by exhibits tastefully arranged.
and be prepared to have all questloms
élicited from visitors by thelr presence
truthfully answered and truthfully ex-
plained, there is no guestion but every
cent of outlay will be fully repald with
Interest. It strikes ua right forcibly that
a county that would vote against the ox-
penditure of a considerable sum by the
state to the end that thls Exposition
should be a thorough success feels s
weakness and Insignificance. While Coos
County 18 salmost as far from Portland
as it could be and still be within the state,
yet wa fee] certain that we would be ben-
‘efited our quota by the state's expend-
iture of & ressonable sum, If we do our
part In making up the exhibit; however,
we cannot hope to_obtain our share of
the benefits and allow other countles to
make up the entire show. There must be
some system for the collection of funds
and exhibits and the proper disposition
of both established and persistently Tol-
fowed up, and ths benefits are sure to .fol-
low. To be sure our timber Interest
would not Ha subserved by displays of
grain from the valleys, nar our dairy In-
terest by beef herds of Eastern Oregon,
for even would our mining Interests be
advertized by exhibits of minerais from
the many mining sectlons of other parts
of tha state, but there must be good se-
lections made of ‘all the different produc-
tions of which our county I8 capable of
producing placed where they will attract
attention, and, as before stated, the prop-
er information given out to inguirers, and

 the profits will take care of themselves.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Out of senson—a Fall of show. ~_ :
Why aren't m;nrl provided with
umbrella racks?

A man has fo have a strong puil to
draw a large salary. /

Parpetual mﬁm\—:u been discovered
in the electric light meter.

The blanket franchise at Teast serves
to keep the Councll warm.

Now s the time rf:rery good father to
come to the aid of Santa Claus.

If the inltiatlve and referendum s half .

as big as it sounds It will take a lot of
men to put It in motion.

‘'Tis aweet to sen such brotherly love
between Fitzslmmons and Jeffriea. But
it's no fun compared to seelng them fight

_ Apparently the saloon men are the only
set that hang together. But this will be
no bar to Individual activity.

Many & woman who l= married to a
self-miade man wishes that either the
Creator or herself could have had a hand
n the making.

The Poultry Association s having more
trouble sotting its hens than would have
beon expected from experts. Possibly It
was a deep lall plot on the part of the
bazaar promoters,

To & man up a tree It Jooks ns {f San
Franclsco was mighty glad to lose the
transport business providing this will put
2 stop to the Impettinent investigation of
the Government Intp the plague,

Ople Rend says Seattle has the worst
tenderioin diztrict in the world. Nobody
caree to dispute this. Portland has st
least the decency
charms of its lower town to visitors. We
depend for our reputation on our ex-
cellent streets.

An Irish joke, like nn Irish girl, never
grows too old to be attractive.

Three Irlehmen were discussing the mer-
Its of varlons fighters In an Atiantle Clty
salocn, say® an exchange. and In conclu.
slon one sald: *“Yes. gentlemen, the Iriah
Are the greatest Oghters in_the world"™
After they left the place a litile German,
who was contentedly sipplng his beer and
smoking his pipe, llstening to what the
Irishmen* had to say, remarksd to the
bartender that he did not think the Irish
were such great fighters. The bartender

sald they proved themselves fine fAghting

men.

“Vell, 1 dond think they vns any goot
as fighters" the German stubbornly con-
tended. “Vy only last week me and my
brudder Gus and anuder fellow whipped
one of dem."

That German critle who was fined $£5
for calling an actress “‘as graceful as a
hippopotamus’ got his just deserts, and
if & good hiding had been thrown in few
decent people would have objected. Lit-
ernry men have finally made it known
that they will not stand scandalows pub-
Uelty: artists In colors and marble are
well protected, and the public s willlng
to judge their work without reference to
physical pecullaritiea. It seems as though
it were time to protect the actor and the
actress from language that verges on the
personal and the insulting. Heaven Enows
thers are faults enough In the work of
moat on the stage to give plenty of van-
tage 12 the eritie. The man or the woman
who will exploit his own cheap and tawdry
notlons apropos to what should be saered
deserves more than a fine, Vulgarity bas
no place In criticlsm, and the Teutonic
blunderer may thank his stars that his
jack of gallantry, not to speak of good
breeding, resulted in nothing more
ful than a pecuniary loss [

It was the man who dllates on the prin-
ciples of political economy, and the like,
heavy, ponderous, subjects that increase
the size of the hat. But the speaker was
his son, In knlckerbockers, so he hastensd
to obey.

“Come here, pop,” spoke the Imperator.
*Hold out your hand. I'm going to tell
your fortune.™

Pop held out his hand with a prompt-
nesas that recognized higher authority.

“Now give a name to each finger."”

“Mary, Hannah, Loulse, Carrie, Chris-
tina.*

“Now nod once to Mary."

The dealer |n publie opinion nodded with
a vigor that could not have been surpasssd
had his Wfe been dependent upon it

“Now nod twice to Hannah™

He nodded twice. He nodded thrice to
Loulse, and four times to Carrie and five
times to Christiua. Then he looked down
upon his progeny to hear the dictum of
fate. And the answer came:

‘““The indications are that you bhave
pleniy of rubber In your neck.'

There s no sadder aceldent In this
world than the frequent one that damp.
ens the courage of an aspiring man and
loosens the fibers of his will so that he
turns from the path of his cholce to dally
till the end of life in bypaths of aimless
sctivity. Ome does not have to go far
to meet such a derellet. He Is doomed to
nall Hke the Flying Dutchman, forever In
despalr of a haven. Almast all the sul-
cldes of the age are due to the disap-
polntment of legitimate ambition. It
deepons the sense of pity to realize that
in every man there ls n fatal weakness,
possibly not sufficlently known to guard
against, that may at the zenith of his
hope plunge him eternally aside from his
due course. The unnals of this city bear
the record of many such fallures. They
will be the witness of many more. But
there are other men who will dogzedly
demand of high heaven the just rewanrd of
indemitable energy and unswerving in.
fidelity to a clean kieal and these will
never know, except to pity, the evil lot of
the unfortunate fallures. And this ls part
of the reward.

—e
The Toyms.
Coventry Patmore,
My little ton, who looked from thoughtful ayes,
And moved and spoke In quict, grown-up wise,
Having my law the seventh time discbeyed,
1 struck him, and dismissed
With hanl words and unkissed.
His mother, who was patient, being dead
Then, fearing lest his grief should hinday
sleap,
T visited bis bed,
Put found him slumbering deop,
Wwith darkensd cyellds, aad thelr lashes yot
From hix Inte sobbing wet, 1
And I, with moan,
Kissing away hin tears, left others of my owns
For on & table drawn beside his head
Fle had put within his reach
A box of counters and a red-veined stons, -
A plece of glass abraded by the beach,
d mix or seven shells,
A bottle with blushells, v
And two Freach copper coins, ranged thers
with careful art,
To eomfort his and heart.
80 when that night 1 prayed
To God, I wept and said:
Ah, when at last we ll» with tranced breath
Not vexing thee in death,
And thou rememberest of what toya
We made our joFs,
How weskly understood
Thé great commanded good,
Then, fatherly not less
Than [, whom thou hast mﬂdhme’”ﬂ
Thot'it leave thy wrath and say,
“t will ba sorry for thelr child¥ihmngg.*
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