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Secretary Hitchcock's arraignment of
Oregon public land abuses is just. It
is to be observed, however, that his own
department is chargeable with no little
fault. The fact is that the responsi-
bility for Oregon land scandals is dis-
tributable about equally between, the
state administration and the General
Xiand Office. Nothing could be expected
of Governor Geer but lax methods In

ever? business aspect of his administra-
tion, for, with all his estimable qualities
as a writer, speaker and general good
fellow, his businesa capacity is simply
nv. Oire reason why the election of Mr.
Frrnish was earnestly hoped for by the

was its promise of a busi-
nesslike regime at Salem. There is little
ground of hoping for improvement un-

der Governor Chamberlain. On the
other hand, the Land Office Itself is
highly culpable, not only in its head,
Commissioner Hermann", but also in the
Sltchell-McBrid- e appointees, whose con-

tinued tenure is so strenuously insisted
on. There is no room to doubt that the
gross perversions? of the land laws have
been facilitated by the officials in the
various land offices in the state, notably
at Burns and The Dalles. It is a fair
presumption that this wholesale manip-
ulation of public lands has been per-
fectly understood, not only by the State
Land Board, but also by Commissioner
Hermann, Senators Mitchell and Simon
.and Representatives Tongue and Moody.
It is incumbent upon all these officials
to explain their passive acquiescence In
the abuses or else confess their culpa-
bility in Filer.ce.

President Roosavelt presents one side
of the negro question in his letter to an
urnamed Charlestonian, but there is an-

other side, and that side is the Southern
resolve against negro domination a re-

solve In which the South now has the
sympathy of discerning men at the
North. It is doubtless true that the
lynching mania Is Indefensible at the
South as elsewhere, but the proceeding
of the new Southern constitutions is
aimed at the elimination of ignorant
and vicious ballots, and under them
negroes of character, thrift and intelli-
gence will continue to vote' as they have
been doing. Booker "Washington him-
self, observe, says that "every revised
crnstitution throughout the Southern
States "has put a premium upon intelli-
gence, ownership of property, thrift and

. character." The defense of the South in
Its campaign for negro disfranchisement
is supplied by its basis In fitness for
political responsibility. That very justi-
fication, however, excludes the idea of
basing that campaign upon considera-
tions of race or color. The people of
the South must be permitted and re-
quired to run their politics in their own
way. There must be no interference
from the North in their local problems,
Including regulation of the elective fran-
chise upon existing lines. But Federal
appointments are not local matters. The
appointees are agents of the National,
not local government, and Roosevelt is
President of the blacks as well as the
whites. The reason why the peril of
negro domination is excluded from his
policy is that it has no place there.

It would serve a few of these cocky
South American republics jolly well
night for them to be disciplined with
severity by Great Britain and Germany
for their offenses against common mo-
rality. Territorial aggression will not
be tolerated on this hemisphere, as.
President Cleveland's celebrated Vene-
zuela message testified, In language
which will never be taken back or mod-
ified by any President, least of all by a
man of the caliber of Theodore Roose-
velt. But, In perfect consonance with
the Olney doctrine, European powers
must be accorded and even encouraged
in the expression of their redressal
of offenses in other and proper ways.
The basis of the Monroe doctrine is not
iu Latin-Americ- desires, but in pres-
ervation of the United States in its own
safety and in its supremacy in the New
World. The fact is that: our hegemony
ia menaced quite as much by Central
and South American monkey-shine- s as
by European aggression. That these Im-

itation republics to the south of us be-

have themselves Is quite as much to
our interest as it is to European nations.
They take Interposition from us very
ungraciously, and it may be as well for
them to get a good dose of European
revenge. It may modify somewhat their
views cf European amiability and Amer-
ican cupidity. The best thing that could
happen to these turbulent little nations
is to be driven by stress of international
weather into some dependent relation-
ship with the United States. Once their
puerile jealousy gives place to common

sense, their political and Industrial civ-

ilization can be strengthened and ad-

vanced by American money and Amer-
ican brains.

Senator Kale's idea of tariff reform
Is that It Id an excellent thing in, the-
ory, but pernicious in practice. The
Dingley law Is not final, nor are its
schedules sacred, but as tp the enact
time for their modification in the inter-
est of honesty or enlightenment, he de-

clares the work should'.be done, "not at
this session, nor the nest, nor the next."
Senator Hanna says the same thing.
"So long as I am in Congress and. have
the power to prevent it, you shall never
touch a e!ngle schedule of the Dingley
bill." The first and most necessary, ob-

servation upon tariff reformers of the
Hale, Frye and Hanna type i9 an un-
qualified tribute to their magnificent
mendacity. It Is a most palpable vio-

lation of the truth for any one of them
to say that he is In favor of tariff re-
form. The only effect of their protesta-
tion in favor of the tariff-refor- m prin-
ciple is a tribute to its justice, the while
they insist on procrastination. On the
Philippine question Republicans see
clearly enough that In tariff reduction
lies an effective way to nullify Demo-
cratic contentions. Why is It that they
refuse to see the same thing on the
subject of tariff reduction generally?
The answer is that on the question of
tariff reform they are not free to act
within their judgment as to what Is
best for the Amerlcanpeople or best for
the Republican party. They are be
holden to the great corporations that
have fattened on the tariff. They are
not their own, they are bought with a
price, and that price, when It is nothing
less creditable, is campaign contribu-
tions. Men of this stamp should have
the decency not to pretend to discuss
the tariff question on Its merits.

SIXGULAR POLITICAL SUCCESS.

It is easy to explain the political suc-
cess of a man of forensic eloquence in
defcate like Matt Carpenter, Conkllng,
Blaine or Spooncr: It is easy to under-
stand the unbroken public success of
a jurist of great learning and acutenes3
like Edmunds, but It is not easy to un-

derstand the continuous political suc-
cess of "Bess" Piatt, of New York, who
is sure to be nominated by the caucus
of his party by acclamation and to be
chosen, by the Republicans of the Legis-
lature without dissent as his own suc-
cessor in the Federal Senate. It will be
the third nomination and election of the
Senator. He was elected Senator in
January, 1S81, but, with his colleague,
Roscoe Conkling, resigned the office in
May of the same year. Sixteen years
later he again entered the United States
Senate. Today he Is 70 years of age; he
Isi without oratorical ability or capacity
for debate: he is a nonmagnetic man of
unimpressive personality; he is not a
rich man. His whole worldly posses-
sions would not exceed $30,000. His
chief source of income is his salary as
president of the United States Express
Company. And yet this man not only
Is sure of to the United
States Senate, but he Is warmly sup-
ported by the mcst Intelligent and up-

right Republican mass23 of the country
counties of New York, who are sur-
passed in mental and moral worth by
no Republicans in the country.

It Is true that Simon Cameron, a mnn
of similar quality, was four times elect-
ed to the United States Senate, but
Cameron was a very rich man of widely
extended business influence, and the
absence of a registry law in Pennsyl-
vania makes It easy ,to poll a corrupt
vote In Philadelphia and other large
cities. The rank and file of the Repub-
lican vote In Pennsylvania Is Inferior
in average intelligence and independ-
ence to that of New York, and is there-
fore more easily handled and controlled
by an artful politician. Since 1S85 Mr. '

Piatt has been the leader of the Repub- -
llcans of New York State when they
have had any leader. After the defeat
of Blaine in 183.1 by Cleveland, the-- party
was naturally somewhat dispirited, If
not demoralized, for it was believed that
the defection of the "Conkling" Repub-
licans contributed lo the less of New
York. Mr. Conkling remained in retire-
ment from politics until his death In
1SS3. Arthur was dead to
politics long before his death in 1S8G;
Secretary Folger did not long survive
his retirement from office; so that when
the campaign of 18SS was fought Piatt
was tho only prominent Republican left
In active service. He did much to se-

cure the nomination of Harrison In the
National convention of 1S3S, which could
not have been accomplished without
the aid of New York. He wanted to be
Secretary ofhe Treasury In Harrison's
Cabinet, but was greatly disappointed
not to receive the office, and he showed
his resentment by his opposition to Har-
rison's, renominatlon in 1S92.

Piatt's political success is due to his
Industry and intense devotion to de-

tails, and, above all, to the fact that
in all pecuniary matters, whether in
business or politics, he is absolutely
trustworthy, and he always keeps his
promises. He is not unlike Thurlow
Weed in this that he has always
seemed to prefer political power to the
possession of great wealth. He Is a
well-train- man of business; was
trained as a merchant, has been a bank
president, and in .the lumber business.
He shows his excellent business train-
ing in his political life, and yet his am-
bition Is for political power rather than
for wealth. Th6 thousands of dollars
which he has personally secured for
campaign funds hav.e always been dis
bursed as conscientiously as though they
were a trust fund. He has been accused
of political methods whose only just!
fication Is the Immoral one that the end
justifies the means, but no one ever
hinted that a dollar of the pdlltlcal sack
he collected could not be properly ac
counted for, or that his power as party- -

leader was ever employed to secure for
.himself a favor which Involved a pecu
niary advantage, and In this fact lies
the secret of Mr. Piatt's strength. He is
a ery able man of business, who has
had an unexampled opportunity to
make himself as rich as Croker. His
intimate personal and political friends
have been conspicuous operators In city
real estate cn a large scale.

Senator Piatt has aided the rapid
transit subway proposition In securing
legislation, but he has won no wealth
cutof this association. He Is connected
neither directly rlor Indirectly with any
of the great mergers. He has seemed
to: care for nothing save supreme com-
mand of the Republican organization in
the Empire State, and, with an oppor
tunity to make millions through his in
fluence, still relies today on his salary
for support. Samuel J. Randall, who,
as Speaker and as chairman of the com-
mittees on appropriations and on ways
and means, might have made a fortune,
died without leaving a dollar. Thurlow
Weed spent his whole life gratifying
hla love of power that Is born of per--

eanal influence in politics. Senator
Piatt's power in politics is due to the
fact that the average intelligent, up-

right voter cares less about methods In

politics than he does about men. He
says Senator Piatt keeps his word, does
not embezzle the campaign sack, is an
honorable, able man of business, who
has not sold out his party to become a
millionaire, is not a dissolute" man. His
political methods are neither better nor
worse than those of he mass of man-

kind who hold that anything Is fair In

love, war or politics. This is a coarse
code of morals, but it explains largely
the unshaken political supremacy of
"Boss" Piatt and men of his quality.

AUSTIUA-HUNGAIt- Y TROUBLES.

While much less Is being said about
the political and governmental situa-
tion in Auftrla-Kungar- y than in Rus-

sia, without doubt the condition. of af-

fairs in the former country lsof much
greater concern to the powers of Eu
rope. There ia an Inherent strength 1n
the despotism ot Russia that is lack-

ing in Austria-Hungar- y, whose old-ti-

strength has been weakened to some
extent by conciliatory measures that,
after all, did not conciilare. t

The Imperial house of Austria "has
been unfortunate in its domestic rela-

tions during the past generation. The
Emperor Francis Joseph, though him-

self the object of the greatest fealty, and
reverence, has no direct heir, and his
own life Is, through the weight of years,
sorrows and disappointment that he car
ries, liable to come to a sudden end.
Late reports relative to his health and
mental condition are alarming, not only
to his own subjects, but to the nations
of Europe.

For the past five years the legislative
bodies of the technically united, but
practicslly divided, realm have been
wrangling and literally at times .fighting j

over questions of domestic policy.
Those upon which they are unable to
agree each sticking to its own view
with the tenacity of American coal op-

erators and miners are the mainte-
nance of the customs union and the
share of the common expenditure which
each member of the dual monarchy
shall assume. When the Austro-Hun-gari-

alliance was formed in 1SG7, the
relations of the two parties to the
compact were fixed in what Is common-
ly called the "compromise." This agree-
ment makes the union of the two states
indissoluble, and provides that each
shall contribute Its proper share to the
cost of maintaining the general gov-

ernment.
Plainly stated, they are unable to

agree upon what constitutes the "prop-
er share" of each. Through foresight
of commercial and financial changes
that would render fixed provisions im-

possible, these conditions were subject
to revision every ten years. New com-

mercial agreements were reached with-
out special friction In 1S77 and again In
1S87, but in 1S97 the Hungarians de-

manded protection from the competi
tion of Austrian manufacturers. The
Austrlans to Insist on protection
from Hungarian farmers, and each de-

sired to be free to make independent
commercial treaties with other coun-
tries; needless to say, troubles of the
growing kind began. The two states
could not agree upon terms, and after
a stormy scene, the matter was allowed
to go over one year. AnotHer deadlock
followed in 1S9S, and was prolonged un-

til 1803, when a working arrangement
was perfected, to last until 1903, when
the states should become commercially
Independent of each other, unless a new
compromise could be effected which
would last until 1907.

The aged Emperor has used all of his
influence to bring about harmony,- - but
afi yet without success. Now it is said
his power of resistance is gone, and he j

only craves rest from the strife of the
dual monarchy.. In the meantime the
burly nobles of the two sections of the
empire are fighting for the commercial
Interests of their respective countries,
and there is little doubt that when
peace and harmony are restored be
tween them It will be through a disso-
lution of the governmental partnership
that was entered into in 1S67. This may
be delayed until the death of Francis
Joseph, but it is not probable that It
will be postponed much beyond that
event. Whether the compact of 1867

Is broken soon or late. It is clear that
Kossuth's dream of the Independence
of Hungary will be realized in due time,
whether for the betterment of the Hun-
garians cr not only the history of the
years will reveal.

A GRAVE QUESTION.
Nothing Is more utterly disgusting to

contemplate than milk loaded with dis-

ease germs, and nothing more danger
ous to the public health than the sale
of such, milk for food. This being true,
the reports recently published concern-
ing the discovery of tuberculosis in a
herd of cows a few miles from this city,
and the statement of the State Veter-
inarian that this condition is widespread
among dairy cattle of the state, natur
ally leads to grave alarm, or at least to
distressing apprehension. Physicians
are divided in opinion as to whether
bovine tuberculosis is or is not trans-
missible to the human being, but all
agree upon one point, viz., that milk
and butter from dlseasedcows and the
flesh of diseased animals are unfit for
fnnr! To thf latter view evprv otia will

Subscribe, while all the arguments that
can be adduced on the negative side of
the first question will not suffice' to allay
the anxiety of persons whose family
milk supply may or may not be Infected
by the germs of tuberculcsia

With the unanimous view of physi-
cians that steps should be taken at once
to eliminate this disease as far as pos-

sible from the dairy herds of the state,
all thoughtful citizens will agree. The
annual cost of the process, though
heavy, Is an Item of expense that the
taxpayers of the state can well afford.
To permit the disease to' run and spread
unchecked, they manifestly cannot af-

ford.
As has been said before In these col-

umns, there are some things In public
appliances and conveniences that we
must have; there are others that we
should very. much like to -- have, but
which, if necessary, we can do without.
Purltj- - In the milk and meat supply may
well be accounted as one of the thlng3
necessary to the public safety. .If it
should cost from $15,000 to $20,000 a year
to Insure this, Is any one prepared to
say that the expenditure ls not

Members of the Eastern Oregon-divisio-

of the State Teachers' Association
have an abiding sense of their duty and
responsibility in upholding before the
world the educational standard of Ore-

gon. Proof of this statement Is found
in the strong resolutions passed by that
bedy at its recent session in La Grande
indorsing an educational exhibit at the
Lewis and Clark Centennial Fair. They

A- it ' -

believe, as set forth In these resolutions,
that the better class of visitors and im-

migrants coming hither will be inter-
ested in learning somewhat of our edu-

cational facilities and general school
work. The School Superintendents of
Baker, Umatilla and Union Counties
were appointed as a committee to confer"
with a like committee of the western
division of the association, to arrange
for the exhibit To carry the Intent xjtah will be a to
of these resolutions will require much
painstaking care and intelligent dis
crimination. There is no half-wa- y house
fn which men and women who address
themsalves to this task can rest with a
feeling that their work is done, or that,
being done, it will suffice.
Competition In educational efforts and
methods is so sharp, its are so
comprehensive and Its promoters- - so
alert, that the exhibit made,
the general plan, will be subjected to
the crucial test)' comparison with the
methods and results or otner states ana
sections of the country. This Is as It
should be. Only by such mcar.3 can the
best that Is in our educational system
be brought out.

sufficient recompense

partially

processes

whatever

When" the State Legislatures meet this
Winter, they will be'eonfronted In sev

Gore

little

eral states nrobable deadlocks he read
the election of States Senator, state he knew people

In Delaware the Addlcks rc galling of
.m, sion. The proper and onlyy. i,.. the weeklies

remaining vacant. A is possible
in Wisconsin, but not probable, as ls
reported that 90 per cent of the Repub
llcan candidates for the Legislature
were pledged. If elected, to vote for the
return of Mr. Spooner to the Senate.
Leading partisans of Governor La Fol
lette are said to be avowed supportera
of Spooner for the Senate. Colorado Is
threatened with deadlock. Leg- - publicans certainly no.

reported rorty-- ror
seven Republicans and fifty-thr- Dem
ocrats. the Republicans contend
that the fifteen Democratic members
returned as elected to the lower house
from Arapahoe County, which includes
the City of Denver, were chpsen by

and as the Republicans have
majority In that branch, they declare
that these men be unseated and
Republicans put in their place. This
would change the Legislature on Joint
ballot to Republicans 62, Democrats 38.

Democrats say that if ls done
they will prevent the Senate, In which
they have majority, from going Into
Joint session for the election of suc
cessor to Senator Teller.

The unofficial list of the members of
the Fifty-eight- h Congress shows
they number 208 Republicans and 178

Democrats. This Republican majority
of thirty and is than
twice as much as the party had on the

of the returns in 1893, when the
preceding "off" year House was

Democrats failed to carry single
Northern State, while they lost Idaho,
Montana Colorado. The House of
Representatives of the Fifty-eight- h

Congress of 386 members, an
increase of twenty-nin- e over the pres
ent House. Under the new apportion
ment, New York, Texas and Illinois
gained three members each; New Jer
sey, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, two each;
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Con-

necticut, Florida, Louisiana, Massachu-
setts, Mississippi, Missouri, North Car
olina, North Dakota, Washington, West
Virginia and Wisconsin, one each, The
representation of no atate was cut down,
the ratio adopted member to 194,-

182 inhabitants being selected with
end In view.

The fact that people generally Rave
reason at the present time- - to be thank
ful. and thankful, was demonstrated
In the wide observance of Thanksgiv
ing day. A vivid remembrance of the
Thanksgiving .days of six and eight
years wherein about that the
most courageous and hopeful among us
could was to be thankful that thjngs
were no worse, stifling meanwhile

Oregon's
an element the of the Mountains.
ent Thanksgiving season. The test of
comparison Is convincing one, and, as
applied to periods of industrial and ma
terial prosperity, and those of financial
depression and ..anxiety, It furnished
cause for the effect of which
was witnessed In the general observance
of the late Thanksgiving day through
out the country.

There
w,aii,. afnUf Legislature,

e'tu but are
Witt UiJJII JCULlCtl JJUl

don, and numerously signed by men of
the legal profession, there was clearly
nothing be gained by his continue?
Incarceration in the penitentiary.
enormity of such acts he, In dire
financial and business stress, committed

sof teneeV, by passing years and by
sidelights from "time time
upon the growing stress in which
found himself. Hence the in
the estimate of the term of Imprison-
ment, which was then and ls now, In
the case of Ezra Durand, assessed as
"sufficient punishment''
that amounts to more than one-ha- lf of
the term for which he was
to penal

The football season has passed with-
out any fatalities to players in Oregon.
Casualties have been numerous, but
little things, such fractured clavicles,
dislocated elbows, broken fingers and
cracked skulls do not count In the great
field of .rough-and-tumb- le sport. In
other states there have been same fatal-Itles.'a-

number of players have been
put out of commission, temporarily or
permanently, by Injuries more or less
serious, butSvIth us, barring the trifles
above mentioned, all has been serene,
and the (following the example
of the players) now take long

of satisfaction, and for
continuance of our good luck through
the holiday season.

The present attitude of Colombia as
an obstructionist through extortionate
demands to the trans-isthmi- canal
leaves our Government without remedy
under the Spooner act save the adop-
tion of the alternative route way of
Nicaragua and Costa Rica. The New
York Sun thinks the cir-
cumstances, condemnation pro-
ceedings, with payment on fair basis
to the republic, might be for the
Interests of concerned." Our Gov-
ernment not afford to the
Panama concession by any such arbi-
trary proceedings. If Colombia will
grant the needed concession upon fair
terms, then the Nicaragua route
should be adopted.

Some gross abuses of bankruptcy
law will be pressed upon the attention
of Congress. from whom
their wives have obtained divorces for
valid reasons have sought to be released
from pnymcnt of alimony by going
through bankruptcy.

SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST PRESS

Only the Xnme Is Ellen.
Boise News.

Helen is an eminently proper name
to .figure in typical Parisian tragedy.

Hr.vc H!m on the List.
Townsend Leader,

It is doubtful the honor of an elec
tion to TTnltod States Senate from

out

not

Reed' Smooth for what he will have to
endure route.

The Farmer anil the Millionaire.
Lebanon Criterion.

The well-to-d- o farmer, the man who is
making just more than good
living, is, times out of 10, happier and
more contented than
piling up his millions.

the man who

But It Was Clearly Unnecessary.
Walla Walla Union.

While the Governor, was In Whitman
County the question might have been
asked him. why he did not favor the elec-

tion the Republican ticket, why l;e
refused urge its support?

Public Pnlse and the Weelclles.
Woodburn Independent.

Governor Geer waited hear whether
the people wanted special session not.

with over When the weekly papers through
United out the that the

contest will be SInst the special scs-- o
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And lie Spoke In Idaho, Too.
Albany Herald.

The Republican party and the country
at large, are under obligations to Mr,
Bryan. He made speeches in the recent
campaign in his own state, Nebraska,
Colorado and Utah, and they all went
Republican by large vote. The Demo
cratic at the time declared
the trio was great success, and the Re
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Sultan CateheB the American Idea.
Eugene Register.

The Sultan of Turkey must havo run..
up against familiar American coon mel-
ody, and been so Impressed by at at
his birthday levee the Sultan isquoted

saying: "All Mohammedans and Chris
tians look alike to me." Thus docs the
American idea, whether in prose, poetry

song, find lodgment in other nations
that forces them onward and upward In
evolutionary

Must Xot Hinder the Appropriation.
Harrisburg Bulletin.

There is being agitated, at least
suggested, that might be advisable,
when the appropriation made by the
Legislature for the 1905 Fair, to have in-

corporated In the bill provision whereby
the money would be available for making
an exhibit at the St. Louis Fair, and
other similar things. This proposition,'
as rider, might make the mule buck and
refuse carry any load at all.

Constituents Must Get In Their Worlc
Tho Dalica

Within six weeks the Legisla
ture will high time tho
people were Instructing their
tives what legislation they want and
what they want repealed. The columns
of this paper are open to the discussion
of all such subjects, especially those of
general Interests. If you have any sug
gestions to make, let your Ideas be ven
tilated through this press. Freely discuss
any matter you deem of Importance.

Views Enconrnfje Anarchy.
Albany Democrat.

Concentration of wealth tends toward
Imperialism. The Immensely wealthy
Americans begin looking toward England
for residence, seeming the ex
clusive aristocracy wnlch Imperialism of
fers to the free and easy style of our
country. It not surprising that
Plerpont Morgan should contemplate res
idence there, perhaps for only part of the
year now, but certain follow with per

As democracy our laws and
customs should be against the spirit of
imperialism.

Pertinent Inquiry.
Lakevlew Examiner.

Portland merchants arc making great
ado about what should be done to secure
the Alaska, Oriental and Coast trade. Why

fear that they might yet become so, is trade? Evidently they cannot
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the people at large than practical road
legislation. Our present road law3 are
faulty In many respects, especially In the
manner prescribed for laying out and es-

tablishing country roads. This work
should be delegated to a competent en-

gineer, one who understands g,

and not to a board of viewers, who
have little or no knowledge of scientific
roadulldlng. Such an arrangement
would insure road3 being located- on suit-
able ground, where once constructed they
would last, and money and time would
not be thrown away on Impracticable
routes.

Munt Be tor Ankcny,
Pomeroy Independent.

It is really amusing to note the way
some of tho papers are discussing the
Senatorial queation in this state at the
present time. They are prating abouU
Levi Ankeny being an Oregon man De
cause the Portland papers speak well of
him and try to make people believe Mr.
Ankeny would represent Oregon as a Sen-

ator more than he would Washington
Ankeny's virtues compel the Portland pa-
pers to pay high tribute as a man. He
has lived In Eastern Washington longer
than some of the scribblers of his own
state have been in this old world. For
such fellows to assail Ankeny is like a
jayhlrd attacking an eagle. The Repub-
licans In the Legislature are not such
idiots, we hope, to believe the lying

of the Puget Sound papers.

An Indirect Tax.
Salem Statesman.

Tho suggestion that the $3)0.000 for the
10O5 fair to be raised by Indirect taxation
will take root. We hear that the grang-
ers- throughout the state will take the
matter up and discuss it. They will large-
ly represent the sentiment of the farmers
of Oregon. There are a great many peo-

ple who are willing that the fair should
have the ?3CO.O00, but who would vote
against such an appropriation if they
thought they were imposing an additional
tax upon themselves, be It ever so small,
and be they ever so able to pay tho small
additional charge; and no matter how-muc-h

of direct and indirect benefit to
themselves, the expenditure of the money
might premise.

The people of Portland should see the
pojnt. It ls reasonably certain that the
matter will be referred to a direct vote
of the people. If It Involves merely the
payment of the $500,000 by the corporations
of the state, and by indirect taxation In
other ways, there will be few even in the
farming districts who will cast their votes
against the proposition. The people of
this world are prone to be In favor of the
good things, if only the "other fellow"
will support them and pay their cost.
Here is an opportunity to help the best
thing of the century, and at tho same
time make the "other fellows" pay for it.

LAW AND THADMATORGY.

Minneapolis Tribune.
The law and the modern miracle workers

are at last getting together on a sound
common basis of reason and personal
righta The materialists will quarrel with
the oeclsion of the Supreme Court that tho
mail of a "magnetic healer" may not be
refused to him by the postofflce under a
"fraud, order," and gross Imposition may
continue to be practiced by some under
the Immunity thus given. But the law
docs not undertake to protect citizens
against imposition to which they submit
voluntarily, under a sincere belief that
they are employing a curative agency be-- '

,1 flirt Yiiir1e nf tia rr t i ennttec fn 1

detect or the power of the human reason
to explain. This would be dangerous In-

vasion of the sacred realm of private be-

lief.
The law of free and enlightened coun-

tries respects every form and shade of be-

lief, political, social, religious or scien-
tific. If a man may entertain a belief,
he may act upon It. however hurtful the
act may bo, if the consequences affect
only himself; he may not act oo as to
endanger his fellows or society. it is
never to be forgotten that the question
of the legality of modern miracles takes
a- - very wide range. If the practices In-

volved in the vrecent prosecution of a
Christian Science healer for causing a
diphtheria epidemic in a New York town,
and the exclusion of a "magnetic healer's"
mail from a Missouri pcstofllce. are con-

nected with the grossest quackery and
deception On one side, on the other they
come In touch with the deepest and holi-

est beliefs of the human soul. The law
escapes the impossible task of extricating
that which it must respect from that
which it must condemn, by falling back on
tho principle of personal freedom and re-

sponsibility.
The gist of the Supreme Court decision

Is that every citizen is free to employ any
kind of healing he chooses, and that the
Government has no power to obstruct his
communication with his chosen physician.
This is not Inconsistent with the asser-
tion by the New York courts of the right
to punish healers of the supersensual
school for not reporting cases of contag-
ious disease for isolation and medical
treatment. The distinction is plain. One
is entirely free to employ his chosen meth-
od of healing for hlmoslf and the mem-
bers of his family still under his authpr-it- y.

If his choice do not endanger the
publlc health. But his own belief in the
efficacy of mental healing for contagious
or Infected diseases, does not warrant
him In making his hous3.a center of pesti
lential infection for unbelievers.

This distinction ls so sound and reason
able that it has been accepted by the
highest authority In the largest body of
believers in spiritual modes of. healing,
Mrs. Eddy herself. She has Instructed her
disciples to obey the law In all respect.
In the case of contagious and Infectious
diseases. We Imagine that this will sat-
isfy the law completely, though it may not
satisfy the medical faculty.

Tlie Poe Family In Football.
Harper's Weekly.

Football In America apparently runs In
the blood, judging from the number of
families who have produced experts in
the game. At the head probably stand
the descendants of-th- famous poet, Poe,
who have probably done more to give the
Tigers their reputation on the oval than
any other set of men who have passed
and kicked. For nearly 20 years tho
Princeton team had a Poe upon it, the
only gap being three years between 1SS4

and 1887. Johnson, the oldest brother,
entered the university In 1880. and his
skill Immediately attracted attention to
this name. Edgar Allan, the second
brother, played quarterback, and acted as
captain in 18S9 and 1890, John P., Jr.,
being the next brother to go upon the oval
In 1895. Princeton was fortunate In hav-
ing two Poes, John and Nellson, upon Its
eleven In 1894.' Then came Arthur in 1S98,

Gresham wearing the colors In 1901.

The Poes inherited a part of their kick-
ing proclivities, for their father still en-

joys a laugh over the days when the
game simply resolved Itself Into a ques-
tion as to who could drive the ball the
farthest with his foot. The elder Poe con-

fined his exploits principally .to the com-

mons in and around Baltimore, forming
one of what would now be calted a
""scrub" team, and little attention was
paid to numbers. When Johnson began
playing on local teams, the Rugby method
was nopular In Baltimore. It was Intro
duced by Tunstall Smith, who brought
It from Oxford. As Mr. Poe says, there
was little or no organization, each man
being practically Independent of the other.
The Rugby method was also used at
Princeton for a time, but before his col-
lege career closed the elevens were play-
ing the association game.

There are no giants in the Poe family.
In fact, several of them are under the
average size, Arthur and Gresham, the
younger brothers, being the tallest (5 feet
7 inches), and averaging between 138 ana
150 pounds In weight. Johnson Poe was
but 5 feet 4 Inches In height when he
played with Princeton, Edgar Allan 5 feet
5 Inches, and Nellson 5 feet 5. They credit
their skill largely to quickness of motion.
all of the brothers being noticeable in this
respect Johnson, who has done much to
develop the other brothers by coaching
them, believes that wrestling Is one of the
best exercises to develop the football ex
pert, and thinks that the skill of several
of the brothers in this sport has been a
reason for their success.

Should Follow Orejron'n Lead.
Montana Dally Record.

Thopeople of Oregon who are Interested
in Irrigation have set an example that
should be followed by the people of Mon
tana and other semlarld states. The Ore- -
gonians had a little Irrigation congress
of their own, and presented the claims
of the state, to the authorities at Wash
lngton, who have the matter of National
irrigation under the recent law In charge.
They have presented the possibilities of
Irrigation In their state, and urged on
behalf of the state the beginning of work
in Oregon at as early a date as possible.
Montana people should follow suit. There
is a fund of about S13.0CO.00O available for
the commencement of work under the
law, but there are 16 states where work
can be done, and the people of these states
are active in presenting their claims and
arguments. Montana should not be be
hind any others In making her resources
and advantages known in the right quar
ter.

The Sons of the Horse Show.
J. J. McntaRue. In Mew York American.

With starting and bloodshot eyes,
V7Ith faltering: breath and slow,

A coach horse savagely champed his bit
As he neiahed the lay of the show.

"Prance, prance, prance.
While the maddenlns band plays on;

Prance, prance, rrance.
Till the murmuring crowd Is gone;

It ls. ohi to pull a 'bus
And slide on Fifth avenut,

If this ls the task our masters ask
A well-bre- d horse to do.

"Check arid bridle and cinch,
C'.nch and bridle and check.

My head will not move through a half an Inch,
And a cramp srlps my tortured neck;

And what are the wages? A ribbon of blue.
And my number where all may see

An honor which may look grand to you,
But It doesn't appeal to mc.

Far better an open range.
Where I might run wild and loose.

Than to pull a groom In a crowded room--
A thing of no senje or use.

Oh, men who have loved the horse.
Be ye cowboy or cavalier,

Tou would smile to see the humility ,
That I fcl as I caper here.

For what Is the use of strength.
And spirit, and wind, and speed.

If I must nod and circle and prance
For a crowd that gives no heed?

And what 13 the good of a gait
That's been bred for a hundred years.

When some upstart dub of a mincing scrub
"Gets the Ignorant onlookers' cheers?

With starting and bloodshot eyes.
With faltering breath and slow.

The coach horse scornfully champed his bit
A he neighed the lay of ths show.

While, wearing a tall.
On a sunny, rural mead,

A plow horse cropped the tender grass
And envied the city steed.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

A bachelor Is a man who thinks mar-
riage is bliss.

When a woman is averse to a manall
the poetry goes out of life.

Where two or three are gathered to-

gether there is a man with an axe to
grind.

The football game of Thanksgiving ha3
been played over several times since, with
varying results.

Society needs the artful brilliancy of
light; love can discern by the flicker of
a candle. This is wisdom.

Portland's only regret 13 that her wel-
come to the Prince of Slam will be briefer
than His Royal Highness' name.

Tomorrow the Sunday schools will be
filled, for Christmas Is coming, and Santa
Claus loves a Sunday school scholar.

i

Well, the poor Czar Is thinking of abdi
cating. Why doesn't he apply to the mail-
order department?

The way of a young man with a maid ls
past minding out, but the way of an old
man with a widow. In It not written in
tho records of the Probate Courts?

It is too bad that John L. Sullivan is
bankrupt, yet one cannot butfcel that ha
went into the wrong ring. In politics he
would never have fared so ill as regards
money.

Emperor William has met the usual
fate of those who make speeches over
the dead. One of the German papers
says in Its expostulation that he has "de-
feated the ends pt justice." This is as
neat a compliment to the intercessory
powers of the Kaiser as even he could
desire.

In Ella Hlgglnson's somber novel.
"Mariella Out West." there Is a very
keen remark about the effect of pronun-
ciation. The young woman does not dis-
cover clearly that her love for the un-

couth lad has failed until she realizes
with shame that his mispronunciations
are unbearable to her ear. Ami this Is a
very great truth. A fair woman has for-
feited the blood right to homage if her
tongue stumble coarsely; many a woman
has suffered martyrdom unspeakable be-

cause her excellent husband has betrayed
plebeian traits In his voice. One must
not go far to hear from Hps that should
charm the barbarism of the mispronuncia-
tion of "suit," of "mute" and of other
words sweet in the exact utterance. This
world is ruled by trifles, but completeness
ls no trifle.

A dull-looki- countryman strolled into
a gunstore on Third street yesterday and
told the proprietor that he "sorter-though- t

his SS needed 'tendlnV ''What's
tho matter?" asked the storekeeper, as
ho picked up the rifle and tried the
spring. "Don't it shoot all right?" The
owner of the gun smiled easily, and said
ha "guessed so." On being pushed for a
diagnosis, he went on to say that he had
been shooting in tho Cowlitz country, and
he had killed a deer. "Ye see," he ex-

plained, "that gun is warranted for 500

yards, and the deer that I 'shot was a
good mile away." "Did you kill the
deer?" inquired the gunsmith, with wan-

ing Interest. "I did' admitted the coun
tryman, "but I thought I'd just drop in
and ask ye if ye didn't reckon mebbe I'd
strained tlie gun."

On the corner of one of the lower streets
a man lounged uneasily last night and
from his dull glances at passers-b- y it
might be surmised that he was looking
for some indefinite person. The police-
man had noticed him twice and once had
gone quite close to see whether or not
he was on evil intent. Satisfied that there
was no purpose contrary to law In his
watchful attitude he went on and forgot
him. But farther up the street a blousy
woman had seen this man, had keenly
read the lines In his face, and now she
was strolling towards him. She paused In

front of him and he took no notice. Sho
swept her frayed skirt across the toes of
his shoes and he simply sighed. Appar
ently sure by this time she touched him
on the shoulder and met his glance of
Inquiry with a laugh and whispered: "Are
you awful hungry?" The childlike note
pierced hla reserve. He smiled almost
humbly and shook his head. Again sho
said more clearly and with more of the
child In her tone: "Are you Just awful
hungry?" A little later the policeman, who
had been watching from the shadow, saw.
the man's quick hand reach for a shabby
purse swinging from the woman's belt.
He strode between them and laid a heavy
grasp on the shoulder of the thief. Then
he recovered the purse and held it out
to the woman. "I wouldn't prosecute,"
said the officer mildly, "for your repu
tation Is none eo good." There was deep
silence, then the woman laughed shrilly.
"You Idiot!" she muttered, hastily, "It's
his money In it; the purse Is his. It be-

longs to htm. Let him go." The officer
stared, dropped the man who had stood
dazed all the while and was off. The thief
held out his hand which again held the
puTse she had thrust Into It. She shook
her head gaily. "Now I know you're awful
hungry. Go and get a Thanksgiving din-

ner. Good luck!" The man clutched the
paltry pocltetbook and weakly nodded
after tho unknown retreating form. "I
am awfully hungry." he admitted to the
sky.

PLEASAXTRIES OF

Kind Ladv How did you come to fall? Wil-

lie Me an' him wuz playin' tor sea whe couM
lean out de winder der furdest, an' he won."
Detroit Free Press.

Tourist Did you temper Justice with mercy
when you caught that horse thief? Bronco
Bill Belcher life! The boys chipped in nearly
$4 fer his wldder. Judce.

She Do you think it possible for a man to
iAv turn women at the same time? He Well.
I believe I'd allow a little time for the first
one to get around ihe corner. Baltimore News.

"There is a train of thought passing through
my head at this moment." said the

lecturer. "That's right." said a volco
from the gallery; "you have wheels in your
head." Chicago Dally News.

"Xo," said the decided girl, "I never will
marry a man to reform him." "Perhaps It
Isn't wise." replied the demure young thing,
"but wouldn't you hate to marry a man that
some other girl had reformed?" Chicago Even-

ing Post.
Martha That horrid Mr. Roamer kissed me

In the hall last night. Constance You don't
mean it! How did It happen? Martha It was
pitch dark In the hall Constance Ah. I see.
That accounts for It. dear. Boston Transcript.

Son of the House Won't you sing something.
Miss Muriel? Miss M. Oh. I daren't after
such good music as wo have been listening"
to. Son of the House But I'd rather listen to
your singing than to any amount of good mu-
sic! Punch.

"Well, well!" he exclaimed, as he tackled
her first pot-nl- "where did you get this?"
"I made that out of Mrs. Shouters cookbook,"
replied the young wife. "It's a " "Ah!"
he broke in, "this leathery part is the binding,
I suppose." Philadelphia Press.

"Well, remarked the Philosopher, "Lowcasto
was born with a silver spoon In his moutH,
een if he doesn't appeal to you personally,'
"True," replied the Wise Guy, "and I've often
wondered if that was the rsa3on why ho a?Ter
learned the use of a knife and fork." Oa- -
cinnatl Commercial-Tribun- e, f '


