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The Irrigation Convention has jaft be.
hind 1t, in the hands of a subcommlitiee
of three men, & task which s surpassad
in importance by nothing that came be-
fore its sesslons. This is the matter of
an irrigation code for the state, It is
superflucus to say that the Legislature
cannot be depended upon to do anything
of value In this line. The universal con-
demnation of the state's Carey law by
those who voted unanimously for it sup-
plies all the evidence on this head need-
ed. Under the most strenuous sort of
pressure from outside, the Leglslature
may be induced to vote, but not to In-
vestigate or comstruct. Therefore the
subcommitteson legislation must buckie
fle=lf down to the task of perfecting a
code, and Mr. Sam White, the chair-
man, could ask for no prouder monu-
ment than an irfigation code which will
not only facilitate and reguate the pro-
cesses under the Carey law, but will
glso define the procedure for water
rights in such way as to enable the
Federal Government to begln work of
fts own. It Is extremely doubtful
whether any steps will be taken by the
Interior Department within the borders
of Oregon until a satisfactory state law
regulating water rights has been passed
and sustained by the courta Little was
sald on thls subject at the convention,
but it & of immeasurable importance,
and Mr. Davis stated definitely that
question sbout water rights is equally
prohibitlve of Government initintive
with prior private occupation of land.
Get together, Mr. White, and let us eec
your irrigation act.

President Roosevelt's speech at Mem-
phis brings him into the light in respect
of authorship. He Is not a great writer,
but mo one is better equipped to speak
of Tennessee's history than the author
of “The Winning of the Weat.” We
should say that next to his moral Influ-
ence upon soclety, In Europe as well as
in his own country, the President’s chief
service will be his Incidental enthrone.
ment of the intellectual life. For with
all his tralts of Impetuosity and out-of-
door activity, Mr. Roosevelt exemplifies
as no President since Garfield has exem-
plified the scholar in politice; and while
his thought |e seldom profound and not
always convincing, his mood and
method are those of the thinker far be-
yond the mood and method of Garfleld's
somewhat tawdry oretory. No public
speaker of his time sddresses himself 5o
undividedly to the thinking faculty of
his audlience as the Presldent does. Ele-
gance of diction he Ignores utterly, and
even denles himeelf the humbler flow.
ers of rhetoric which Lincoln loved and
McKinley employed upon pecasion. All
that Rocsevelt alms at ls to communl-
cate hils thought to his hearers and
arouse them to his own conclusions. His
few quotations are Introduced, not to
grace his speech, but to fortify his
thought. This is why the reasonable
expictiation that the President would
fmprove as a publle speaker s meeting
Justification. A scholar by method It
not by temperament and aceomplish-
ment, he is in the way of advancing
from the crude utterances on trusts and

* tariff of & year ago to sound conclusions
worth the attention of Congress. His
#peeches and state papers may never be
lterary achievements; hut they are apt
1o be evente in the march of affairs.

Our Salem dispatches this morning
put the State Land Board In a very un-
favorable light. The Odell transactions,
facilitated at Salem. connlved at in the
Burns Land Office and now discredited
and balked by Secretary Hitcheoook,
tend to portray the state as a willing
accessory to Odell’'s operations, under
which the machinations of the lleu land
fniguity are given free coures. There
are, of course, numernuns defenses to the
unsavory exhlbit. There Ia the time-
honored excuse that If Odell hadn’t his
office In the Statehouse and easy access
to every ald he needs, somebody else
would, Then It is pointed out that the
Federa]l Government does oot defend
the homesieader's rights any more then
the state defendes the reclplent of (ts
schoo! land deeds, although the home-
steader’s rights are inchoate and ths
state's deeds are ripened. The Govern-
ment protecis the homesteader when his
titie Is in the same finished state with
the achon] Iand deeds.  Another apology
is that the state makes £1 25 an acre In
the lleu land transfer, which many will
regard an Insufficlent recompense for
partieipating in the act of repudisting
fts own deeds. Mr. Odell i» In & very
thrifty way, and apparently within- the
letter of the law, but this whole busi-
ness I going 10 appear as a far from
crediteble chapter fn Oregon's history,
and one to which no posterity will point
with pride. The record Is that the state

Iteelf, through [ts Governor. forwards
by Its own application the movement
by which the Federal Government
“wrests” from It and from purchasers
the alleged miperal jands. It asvists
powerfully at its own sss=ault, like the
young woman who offered to hold the
ecalf. Doee the Governor think It is high
policy for the state to encournge Lhe
voldance of Ita contracts, and will he
# declare himself? If =, our coi-
umns are open for that purpese,
rot excluding the customary reference
to the Senatorial campalgn.

Utterances of leading men and of the
newspapere of the state as reflected In
the columns of this paper from day to
day reveal a stendily growing temper
of acqulescence In the suggesiion of the
Lewis and Clark Board for a state ap-
propriation of 500,000, Tt Is true that
this amount s larger in proportion than
has been customary Ja other exposition
statés; but the cases are by no means
parallel. The typical exposition o a
show, an entertainment Its work la
done when the gates close on the last
day. Far otherwiee o it to be with the
Lewls and Clark Centeninial. That Is to
be & metnorial celebration and an ob-
Ject-lesson with a new and distinct pur-
poee. The reward of the Chieago and
Buffalp evenle was gate reécelpte. The
reward of the Lewis and Clark Centsn-
nial Is knowledge of this great region,
from the Rocky Mountalns to the ocean
and from California to Alaska, o every
community on the giohbe where money
la looking for Ilovestment and en-
terprising men for land to till, mines to
be opened and forests to be made into
lumber, That Is why the contribution
to this our own enterprise must be on
a larger ecale than If it were merely
to serve as the backing for a spectacular
show, A realizing semze of this the truc
nature of the matter s growing, and
when It has penetrated to every nook
and comner of the state, lncluding some
réemote fastnepsss of close-fleted Port-
land tsxpayers, we do ot expect to see
any formidable opposition whatever to
a half-millon appropriation. If there is
any part of Oregon that wishes to be
unknown of capital and settlers allke, 1t
can consistently contend for a small ap-
propriation; but Jocalltles of that sort
are getting few and far between,

A FAR-REACHING BLUNDER.

The recent elections proved so conclu-
sively that the Democratic party s
without a pollcy and absolutely without
& leader that nom-partisan political ob-

sorvers, who are by no means satisfied |

with the Republican party, are hopeless
of Democratic success before 1908, The
prerent situnition of the Democratic
party Is due to its far-reaching polit-
fcal blunder of 1898, when It not only
became a reckless advoeate of depreei-
ated gliver, but of populism. The Intel-
ligent, conservative Democrats of the
country revolted agalnst a platform
that was hostile to honest moaey and
hostlle to the sanctity of the Supreme
Court as part of our machinery of gov-
ernment. The commerclal classes knew
that debased currency would mean ultl-
mate bankruptey for the Government
and distress for the people. The law-
ablding classes saw that populism
looked forward to packing the Supreme
Court through Congress at every real or
fancied political emergency. The terrible
defeats of 1898 and 1900 proved how deep
was the rift In the Democratie party,
and the recent election shows that the
routed Democracy still remains leader-
less and without even a Natlonal battle-

The blunder of 1886 wa= a terrible one,
and it is not surprising that the Demo-
crats, East and West, find it difficuit if
not impossible to get together, In 1561
the Democracy made a far-reaching
blunder in ite refusal to support the war
policy of Lincoln, and s0 profound was
the impression made by this blunder
that the Democracy did not carry the
Presidential election vntl]l 1884 In 1882
the Democracy came into power on the
platform of “a tariff for revenue only,”
but a Democratic Congrese repudiated
this platform, with the result that the
evangelists of dishonest money and pop-
ulism captured the nominating conven-
tion for 18%. The Democratic leaders
who were not advocates of depreciated
sllver and populism made another far-
reaching blunder in opposing McKin-
ley's Philipplne policy. The history of
this country shows that no political
party ever opposed the Natlonal Admin-
Istration In time of war and traduced
the American Army without exelting
the hostility of the American people.

The Democracy i® i a very bad way
today becanse It has lost the confldence
of the friends of hopest money and the
Natlonal Supreme Court; because It has
lost the confidence of the Intelligent
frienda of thorough tariff reform, and
beceuse It has lost the confldence of pa-
triotic men In both parties who love the
American flag and are proud of the
American soldier. For these reamons
the National Democracy has no just
hopes of successfully contesting a Preal-
dential election before 1908, It is trus
that the National campalgn doea not
take place until 190, but the events of
the next year do not promise to alter
the pressnt outlook. By a year from the
present date the candldate of the Re.
publican party and the lssuer which he
will represent will have been firally de-
termined. In the Winter and Spring of
1504 the cholce of delegates will be
made, but there will be no uncertainty
as to the action of the Natlonal Conven-
tion long before these delegates are
chosen. Nothing short of some very lm-
portant, unexpected and far-reaching
event can possibly change the present
outlook, which that President Roose-
velt will be easlily elected his own suc-
CESSOT.

Assuming, then, that the Democratic
party has no chance of success in 1904,
what platform can it hepe to succesd
upon in 187 Its only hope, In owr
judgment, is to become a soclalist party.
The Bryanite following at the West
would probably welcome a platform of
this mort, and there |8 & deal more so-
clalism at the East than there is pop-
ullam. There were pearly 25,000 votes
polled for the soclalist candidate this
yeariin Massachueetts. It may not be
denled that the labor problem ia resist-
lesaly forcing lteelf into American poll-
tica. Many thoughtful men in both par-
ties have reluctantly reached the con-
clusion that we shall be obliged to
choose hetween government by the
managera of concentrated capital, . pos-
sexeed of a monopoly of publie necempl-
tles, and government ownership of all
gregt public utilitles that are popular
neceesities which must not be monop-
olized in outrage of the common weal
Neither party has yet made any deci-
sive declaration on thle question, but
the time I8 not far distant when nelther
party can afford to dodge it

There are a good many Republicans
who belleve In Govermment ownership:
there are a good many Democrate who

do not belleve in jt. It is quite possl-
ble that by 1808 on this jsmue there may
be a realigznment of parties, as there
was o 1288 on the lasue of honest
money. Thie ie the only burning ques-
tion of the future, and it will not be dis
pased of by the Republican party’s pro-
pessd regulation of trusis, or by tariff
reduction as an adequate protectlon
againet meonopoly and privilege. The
popular temper will pooner or Iater wel-
coms a party that demands radical
trus, regulation apd public control of
public service mocopaly. If the Repub-
lican party answers this demand, it wiil
keep In power; {f it does not,"it will be
forced to give way to the Democratic
party, standing on the platform of pub-
lic ownership of public service monop-
oly.

N0 COLOR LINE AMONG REPUBLIC-
ANS,

Preaident Roosevelt recelved a warm
welecome from the colorad peopie of
Memphls, ad he descrved It, for he has
acted the part of a mea In refusing to
preeerite any American elilzen on the
pround of race or coler. By his recent
removal of Collector Bingham, In Ala-
buma, the President showed that he
would not permit a Federal officer to
ure his positlon and his presilge under
a Republican administration to draw =
color llne In the party. If the color line
were established Iin the Bouth, Collector
Bingham could not logically object to
the reductlon of the represeniation of
Alabamn In the Republican Natlonal
Conventlon pro rata with the Repub-
lean white vote. How would he and
his fellow white pollticians like that?
The Republican party koows no color
line a8 a matter of jurtice, and could
not afford to know one as a mers mat-
ter of seifish policy

In Ohio there are 26000 colored volers,
and there must be an equal number in
New York State he states of the
Bouth, of coures, can do n= they please
in the matter of suffrage, but the Re-
publican party recognlzes no calor line
in 1ta Natlonal conventlions. Ana party
it repudiates the raclal injustice and in-
equality which Coellector Bingham paeks
to establish as the law and practice of
the parly In the Southern Stater. It In
reported that Presldent Roosevelt will
appofat Dr, Willam D. Crum Callector
of the port of Charleston, §. C,, desplte
the protest= of the “iiy whitea” of both
parties. There {e nothing against Dr.
Crum except his negro blood, He s a
man of culture, accomplithments and
character. His political opponeats ad-
mit thet hiz life I» witkout reproach,
and concede his eapacity for the office.

The oniy objection offered to his ap-
pointment by the Mayor of Charleston
and others lo that the appointment of
any man of negro blood would be of-
fensive to the white Democracy of Scuth
Carclina. 8o much the woree for that
white Democracy If it oppoees the right
of o free man to hold an gffice for which
he In fitted by edueation, by bhralns and
character. The =oclinl equality =hibbo-
leth i» a ghoet that won't walk. Soclal
equality 1s not ixed by law In this coun-
try; it takes care of itaclf. The great
French onovelist, Alexander Dumas, was
the =on of & brilllant French General
who was a mulatto, and his negro blood
showed strongly In the halir, complexion
and features of his famous son. Puch-
kin, the greatest poet of Russia, was of
negro bleod. Parls was proud of Dumas
and St. Petersburg of Pushkin, and
some of us even In Ameriea are today
proud of Booker T. Washington, who
is welocome in London’s highest and
mo#t exclusive aristicratic clrele, the
rame ecirele that welcomes Ambassador
Choate, The New York Evening Post
recently published some extracts from
the diary of a cultivated French gentle-
man of aoble blood, who lived saveral
years in thle country. Ameng other in-
cldents recorded we note the following:

Pined with J. B. Smith, & colored caterer,
Boston's Chevet Ha sont my wife, on our
ayrival, & maznificent bougquet. 1 went with
Mr. Phillips to thank him. 1 found him at
his home in Cambiridgeport, with his wife (very
white and well bred). I 414 not decline Smith's
invitation to dine with him. My wife and
Mres, M. W. Chapman were with me; the other
guents were Summer and Longfellow, The din-
ner was excellent. Longfellow was extremely
gracious, and conversed with much warmth,

Here we =:ze a polished French gentle-
man and a distingulshed Senator of the
United States end a famous poel, all
of them men of fiae culture and refined
tastes and manrers, who did not shrink
from dining with an Intelllgeat, well-
bred man of color, Longfellow never
was conspicuous at all a= an anti-slav-
ery agitator, but he was & well-bred
man who was too manly to manifest
any race prejudice against a man of
negro blood who wae well bred, upright
and intelligent. The Republican party
has no quarre]l with negrophobists in
polities, but the Republican party Is
content to be in a minority In the South
before it accepts negrophobia as it po-
litical philosophy, falth and practice.

—_—— =

A SOLDIER'S APPEAL.

Major Robert K. Evans, of the Army,
meade a point In an after-dinner talk at
the Loyal Leglon banquet in this eity
Wednesday which deserves emphasis,
Speaking for “The American Soldler,”
he declared that In two particulars he
has not been falrly treated by the coun-
try in the recent wars in Cuba and the
Philippines. “Your soldier man," he
mald, by the rules of hir trade is In,
some respects & servile lostrument—ser-
vile In the sense that his first doty Is (0
obey and In the further sense that mili-
tary discipline makes him almost an au-
tomaton in his dependence upon hie offi-
cers and In his work on the battle-
field.” And under these conditiona, con-
tinued the speaker, the soldier Is entl-
tled to efficient command, and he is
most grievously treated when subjected
to untralred &nd incompetent officers
commissioned through political or other
“putslde” motivea Proceeding, Major
Evans declared that both In the Cuban
and Philippine service commands of
conspicuous  importance, calllng for
skilled professional judgment, were in
the hands of men with no military train-
ing and no moral right to command,
He clted Instances, In one of which his
immediate battallon participated, in
which brave and patriotic men went to
thelr death through the incompetence of
uriskllled commanders; and with a sup-
pressed but passionate emphasis he de-
clared that the blood of these dead was
upon the head of somebody who, for
some political or private motive, had
imposed upon “‘the soldler man™ an In-
competent and blundering authority.

Proceeding to his second polnt, Major
Evans declared that the American sol-
dler s entitled to the best tools of his
trade—to the best guns, the best ammu-
nition and the best appliances in géneral
And yet, he pointed out, the Spanlards
had better guns than the greater part
of the American troope iIn Cuba; and
even the Filiplnos were betier supplied
with emokeless powder, lo the Phillp-
pines cur regular troops were well
armed, but the greater uumbfr of the

volunteer regiments carried guns of la-
ferlor and obsolete pattern, rendering
them. man for man, other things being
equal, at a dissdvantage, A nation
which has mcaey for eveétything else,
the speaker declared, Is morally gullty
or something ke it when it sends itn
soms to fight its battles Inadequately
armed and oo 11l supplied in the matter
of powder as to be at a disadvantage In
every cofitact with the enemy. And, he
declared. it s no excuse that nothing
better is on band, for a Natlon like ours

Is gullty whken she does not Keep on
hand—ready for any emergency—what-
cver Is requisite for the effective service
of her soidier sona and for every possi-
ble measure ofprotection that may be
given them,

'Tl'u:ro Is welght In thess points, A
man who thus appeale for the Ameriean
#oldler has a title to speak In plain
terms and with utmcst empkasgis. Where
compialance on the oné hand and econ-
omy on the other are practiced at the
risk of the soldier's life, it |2 Indeed a
caze for plaln speech. Mnajor Evans is
right when he declnres that there g no
excuse for being short of modern guns,
for not having on hand adequate sup-
plies of smokelear powder, for sending
our mldier lada to face better tools and
better facilitles than thelr own. He s
right whea he demands that the Gov-
ernment g+t the btest In the shape of
gure, no matter at what cost., and
maintain such eupply, at no matter
what coet, that It» eoldier sons shall not |
be compeiled to face disadvantage and
even death as the effect of a stupld eco-
nomical “prudence.”

Edwin D. Mead, an ardent anti-im-
perialist, quotes approvingly ‘from |
Charles Sumner's gddresz boefare the
Boston Peace Soclety In 1845 on “The |
True Grandeur of Natlonn” This was |
the volee of an a2atl-siavery Whig who |
was opposed to the Mexican War, but |
this enme Mr, Sumner did hiz hem: Dby
his inflammatory speech In the United
States Senale on the Alabama claims 1o
Involve us in war with Great Britain
under Grant’s first administration. In
Lhis famous speech Mr, Sumner went so
far an to Insl that It wos our dnty to |
expel Great Brilaln from North Amer-
lea by the forcible annexation.of Can-
gda. Mr, Sumner always waa an apos:le
of peace except when the shooting was
done with his permission and approval,

—_—

It seems to ke a foregone conclusion
that cos] consumers must bear the bur-

den of increase in miners’ wages If this |

increase |2 allowed. The possibllity that
the profits of operators might be some-
what reduced ln order to let the miners
have a llving wage and st be large
does not enter Into the dlscussion of the
question. Simply ~ated, miners must
either be held down to a wage lnsuffi-
clent to furnish themsslves and famillea
with the comforts of life, or coal con-
sumers must stand a riee in the price of
carl that will be keenly felt, especially
by the poor. The profits of the wealthy
operatoras cannot be diminished. That
polnt seems to be sattled. Some things
are too aheurd for evem Wayne Mac-
Veagh to talk about.

The sturdy lads of Oregon who are
willlng to serve their country as aaval
officers should begin to “study up.”
There are still two vacancles In the
Naval Academy awaltlng Oregon hoys,
examinations for which will be held in
April.” Wkile It i= @ matter of regret
that severa] applicants have falled to
pass the required tesis, this should not
deter others from entering the lists, but
rather encourage vigorous, earnest ef-
fort. Nominations will be made March
b and examination» will be held a month
later, “Brace up,” boya Don't let
these vacancler at Annapolls continue
to mock your patriotism or your capa-
bility with their emptiness,

The provineial towns of England arve
securing better sérvice as regards gas,
watér and markets by muniecipal man-
agement, while also reducing their rates
out of the prefite. Darlington in =ix
yeéars has made a net profit of $350,000,
relleving the rates of each family In the
town to an average amount of 37 50.
Birmingham's profits In five yvears are
§618,640; Bolton's, $1,002,325; Leesds’,
3572,016: Nottingham's, $620,000; Man-
chester's, $2.210,6800, while the water rate
also has been reduced from 54 to 1d In
the pound.

The operators would much prefer sep-
arate unions of the anthracite and the
bituminoug miners. It will probably
not be maintafned that they take this
stand out of acy desire to benefit the
statun of the men. It I far more prob-
able that they think such segregation
would facilitate thelr own tactles in the
controversy. Nothing could so convine-
ingly approve the course of Presldent
Mitehell in contending for & common
unlon.

The world of intelllgent, spiritual con-
ception and growth, regardless of de-
nominational lines, will lose a friend-
and counsellor in the death of Rev, Ja-
ecph Parker, the great English Congre-
getlonallst preacher. Dr. Parker repre-
eented to progressive religlon uader one
name what Dr. James Martineau rep-
resentéd under another. There was
some dletinction, perhaps, between the
tenets of the two, but little difference.

The attractive pletures put hefore the
Irrigation Convention by 15> various
countles with promising roclamation
projects made an Impressive exhlbit In
local loyalty, and in the aggregnte min-
Istered powerfully to state pride. It is
permitted every citizen to view these
widely scattered regions with uniform
hope and pride, and to feel a larger con-
fidence In the great future of Oregon.

Of the present Generals of the regu-
lar Army, thirty-four in all, only eight
are greduates of Went Point. Not one
of the Major-Generals, of whom there
are seven, s a graduate, nor i» the Lien-
tenant-Gemeral, Of the other Generals
but two rose from the ranks of the reg-
ular Army, The rest were appointed
officers from civil life, or have come up
from the volunteers of 1861-85.

R. L. Smith, the Booker T. Warehing-
ton of Texae, enjoyr the distinction of
representing a white dlstrict in the
Texas Legislature, although himeelf o
colored man. He s at the head of the
Farmers' Improvement Soclety, an or-
ganizallon of negroes, who own 50,000
acres of well-stocked land and expended
upon it last year $30,000 for fmprove-
ments.

Secretary Hlitcheock has checkmated
W. H. Odell'e progress In the great jand
game in which he has been playing a
lone hand for pome time. “The appll-
cations,” saye the Becretary of the In-
terlor, “do mot conform te the regula-
tiona” This is decisive, No doubt it is

| people

also just,

SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST PRESS

A Rule Reversed.
Walla Walle Union.

The coal Lnrons may think that might
makes right, but John Mitchell's tri-
umphant way of standing off his sophistic
cross-cxaminers proves that righ: makes
might.

Here's a Lopg-lleaded Puhblicist.
Satem Journal,

What Interest have other towns in Ore-
gon In ‘muaking Portland a city of &
cuarter of a milon? Like other clties.
ghe would suck the life-blood out of all
the rest of the state,

Unduly Pessimistie.
Albany Demecrat.

The great guestion before the next Con-
gress will be that of the tariff. There
i= n strong sontiment in the Republican
party In favor of tariff revizlon, but the
bosses in the party have decreed other-
wise, 5o thit when Congress meets It 13
very doubtfu] if the party permit2 any-
thing of the kind. In fact, It will not be
dane, for the zhmnle reazon that a re-
vigion of the tari® wil! be detrimental to
the Interests of the trusts, and regacdless
of taik for politizal «Mect. the party I3
not golng to do anything serious to the
trusis, Some people ean gea thia, some
cannect, and some do not wish to,

Says it's Tons Much.
The Dalles fimes-Mountalneer,

Stnee Governor (ieer has rofused to
leten to the plaintive appea! of Portland
for an cxtrn se=slon of the Legisiature
to appropriate 500,000 of state funds for
the Lewis and Clark Bxpositiom, iet the
of that clty who are eonnected
with the management of the falr bocome
A Hitle more modest In thelr demands.
Let them ark for a reasonable appropria-
tion al the hands cof the Legisinture, one
that will bé proportionate swith the bepents
to be derlved by the =tate at Izrge, zay,
320,00, Such an nppropriation will very
lkely meet the npproval of a majority In
both houscs, and will be sanctioned by the
people generally throughait the state. 1e
will receive attention onrly In the gession,
and a referendum vote will hardly be de-
manded,

An Important Point.
Salem Statesman.

All these perople who are talking about
Irrigation of the arld lands of the state
by ihe Government or by private Individ-
uale forget one thing. They forget that
the peaple who nre expeocted to buy and
aetile on the lands are likely to be pos-
scszed of some Intellizence. Tnider the
rule of caveat emptor, they will Inok out
for themselves to ssme extent.

tended by some of the prople who are op- |

posed to private enterprise that the Carey
law does not make any provisgion to fur-

nish the settlers with water perpetually. |

But the private persons or eorporations
would have to see to It that the land wos
#0ld boefors they coull get their profits.
They would have to find buyers, And
they wou!d have to offer thom =ome in-
ducements In order to sell them the land.
Over In Washington, perpetunl  water

rights are sold with the land, by ireiga- |

tlon and land companies, who are not
opernting under any act at all. They
offer this Induocement In order to get their
money and profits out of their lands.
They could not find bifyers In any bther
way If they offered less. The thing for
the people of Oregon to do is to get all
the arid lands irvigated poasible, and as
fast as possible,

Delivery of the 28,
Spokane Spokesman-Review.

With characteristlc egotism, Wilson Is
parading the boast, I cast 2§ votes for
Foster for United States Senator.” He
follows this boast by revealing In the Ta-
coma Ledger o part of the consideration
of that deal. He declares that he drew
{from Foster a signed contract—the price
of his dellvery of his deluded supporters.
This contract had at least five sections,
and Wilson has publithed the fifth socs
tion. being o promi®F from Foster to sup-
port him for the Senate In 1. The
other clauses of the contract are not re-
vealed by Wilson. and probably will not
be revealed., They would discloss mors
than Wilson would care to have thé peo-
ple know. More, perhaps, than he would
wiant the obliging 2§ to know. There Is
nothing surprising In this.revelation, Tt
18 what was expected by persons cogni-
gnnt of Wilson's carper and methoda. But
It s surprising to find Wilson engaged in
a ridiculous effprt, nfter this confession,
to round up another bunch nf Legislators
for use as trading stock at Olympia this
Winter. Members who might attach
themselves to this political huckster, after
these amazing admisslons, could not hops
to escape one of two classifications. They
would elgher be regarded ns exceadingly
stupld or'as alert nnd vigilant to offer
themselves for trpding purposes.

Idaho Is Interested,
Lewiston Tribune.

There Is every reason to belleve Mr.
Ankeny would make the Improvement of
the river as a whole his first interest and
duty in Congress, ns doubtless would Mr,
John L. Wilson, though in the nature of
things the latter's ‘concern cotild scarcely
be so Immedlate and direct ns= the for-
mer's. In fact, any man of sufficlent in-
telllgence and digeretion to find his way
to Washington without being taken there
in hondeuffs by the Sheriff would neces-
snrily understand the importnnce of open-
ing this free highway to the =en. Even
ldsho has been known to send men there
who would vote right on the question on
roll-call. What TIdaho will do hersafter
in thiz rexpect cannot now be seen. Con-~
gressman-elect  French understands  ..e
sltuntion olenrly, and will undonbtedly act
vigororsly in the publle Interest. The
Benatorship is a dense pussle at this time.
and when it 1= setiled it may be merely
a means nf distributing postmasterzlips
rather than for the furtherance of a grest
economic benefit like the open river. But
it ought to be made plain that the river
question 18 the greatest of all gquestions
to the peaple of all t reglon dralned by
the Columbia, while the postmasterships
and similar considerntions not only con-
cern only n fow, but can be disposed of
just as sati=factorily by those large
enough to understam! and influence the
polities of rtiver legisiation. The river
wouid be open today If the people had
only stood up for it and demanded It
Appropriations  large cnough to securo
coantinulty of the work to an early com-
pletlon coull be pecured at any Congress
if the people made that the firat consld-
czation for sending men to Congress. It
is the dereliction of the people as an ex-
ample to the Congressmen that Is pri-
marily responsible for the delay and half-
heartedness In making a commercial high-
way out of the second river in the Nation
in importance and eapacity for usefulness,
but some day the people will rise and de-
mand that the way be opened, and then
it will be opened.

0ld Grimes, Jr.
Boston Globe
“()jd Grimes {= dead, that good old man,
We ne‘sr shall see him mors'"
Until some mighty trust shall buy
That far-off “‘Golden Shore.”*

He was as honest as the sun,
And all his bills did pay,
8 consequently had to wear

His Winter sult In May.

He paid good wages to his men:
He must havs bheen insane:

He lived o simple, qulet life
And never d4id eompinin.

He helped the witow In her need,
His nama the orphans knew;

He had but one new hat & year,
And boots he had hut two,

His life was llke & Summer day; .
He always wore a =mile; “

*Tis sad to think he lived in valn
Who might have lived in atyle.

Yea, he Is gone, good old man Grimes,
We ne‘er ahall see him more;

He was »0 far behind the times
Ho ahou!d hove dled before,

It Is con- |

CAST OFF THE LINES.

Baitimore American.

It iz earncstly to be hoped that the re-
port that Prer'dent Rocsevelt has deter-
| mined to let Wall Btreet laok out for 1iself
Iis true. The President of the United
. States 18 not elected to advanes or protect
the Intercsts of any particular ciass of
eltizens;, or speclal group of men. His
auty is to the whole peopie. He owes 1t
i 1o them, becnvve of thelr suffrages, and
| under his o2th to so administer the affairs
| of the Government that the wellare of all
' the people will be conrerved. It Is better
I by far that any cotcrie of speculators,

hody of promoters;, or particular company
{of capitalists, should be disturbed. u=-
{ Gone and subjected to less than that Lthe

i

gEreat maes of the prople shouid be m.‘.ldn.

| the vietima of undue financlal burdena,

While we have soen restored to the
country prosperity in unparailed mens-
ure, we have oeen at the same time

nearly wil of its bensfits usurped by the

clpsscs, the messes having heen alpwost
antirely exciuded from porticipation in
prosperiiy's profits, Cnpital 1= today

atronger nrd bolder than [t has over been.
The peotle. on the other hand, are in n
rorry pilght. the cost of living steadily
advancine while wazes remaln stationnry
This eondliion doemands that some #ffort
be put ferth for s correctlon, and Pres-
fdert Roosevelt ean do no wiser nor
more popuinr thing than to cast off the
lines that now hind the financlal depart-
ment of the Government (o Wali stoeel,
erd, taking the helm holdly and
lessly, steer a course which shall
rellef o the prople. There are trusts in
be curbed, moropoly to b2 crushed. dan-
gerous nnd grinding combinations to he
thwarted in thelr detigns agalnst the pen
ple.  This ia work enough for one man,
and It I8 work that should be plensing to
a man of the type of Roosevelt. The foe
| = powerful enough to furnish all the en-
| tertainment he deslres and he Is quite
likely to realize & new phase of the stren-
unus iife before success shall crown his
lefforts. But let him onece ratae the stand-
i ard. let kim call. and the people wrill rally
| to_hils support. trrespective of thelr party
afMlirtions,
| The trusts have become a
| ace, They must be dealt with, and If
Theodere Ronsevelt will write Ints his
i forthcoming moessage to Congross aedec-
laration which, by his subscquent actlomn,
shall become a proclamation of emanci-
pation from the trusts, he will have
“made good'* his clalm to the confldence
of the peaple and eontinued preferment In
thelr faver, Tiwe antl-trust fight Is the
butile of the moment. To avold It would
mean official dizaster for Roosevell and
hlz party. To take up the gage and force
the fighiing untll the evil of modetn cap-
! Halistie eombinations shall have been put
| under plequate control means for Roose-
vell and the Republican party realization
| of the highest ambitions an American can
enterinln,

Cast off the Hnee, President Roosebvolt,
Cangrezs must back you up.

{anr

public men-

The Divoree Record.
San Francisco Bulletin.

The lxtest oifielsl figures show that
there are in the United States 11400 31 |
voreed women, against  8L000  divorced
men The greatér number of divorced
| wWoemen IR aco ited for on the groumd
that a larger proportion of divorced men
|lt:-:r‘r,\' 4 second time than of divorced
Women. It 1= nssumed that the grenter
| ability of the divoreed hushand to earn
maney  ens % him to mabry a second
time. The woman in most chEes has to

awalt the coming of a man who Is at once
i cable and able to support a family,
While ther

sook divorce In the hope of Improvimg
their innneisl condition, by far the larger
past of wives will cling to their homss,
If Home Wi not sl they had hoped for. The
mother's attachment to her ehldren Is ad-
mittedly atronger than the father's. and
for this renson, If for no other, she only
spplles for divoree when - relense from
marringe vows in forced upon her. Ask
an unhappy wife why shi does not. apply
for a divorce, and her xen will turn In-
voluntariiy to her ehlidren. There hre In-

stances of hurbends who have given their
wives abundaont eanuse for divoree who
stil love thelr chilfren, The wife In

such ensex g wwnerally sacrificed to the
mother. The ulvorce record also showr
that In Ttah, where untll recentls plural
marringes were the rule, the proportion of

divoreed women s less than In states
where the law al'lows the man but one
wife, This fact cannot be advanced as

an argament in support of palygams, but
It may throw some light upon one of tha

causes of divorce, L

Need of the Post Carrency,
Binghamton Leader,

The 5Tth Congress will rensvemble In a
few weeks and It is widely hoped that n
part of [ts work will be the passage of
the post check currency bills, which pro-
vide for a practical and convenient meth-
od of sénding small ‘sums of money by
mnall, A great deal has been written on
this subject, and there are few who do
not know thuat this method Is simply un
isme of currency that can be elrculated as
cish and mlso be safely remitted by mail,
because when malied It will be made
paynbie only lo one person whose name
Is written In the blapk space that s left
for that purpose.

Under the present money-order system
Baféty can be mssured only ot the sacri-
fice of convenlence, and convenlence can
be consulted only by disregarding the ele-
| ment of aafety. ‘The post check plan Is
hath convenlent and safe, ard, being so
It §s just whont the public needs in lis
line. The besiness interests nand the
press favor it with virtual If pot actun]
unanimity, and. in faot, the full measure
of popularity it has won In a warrant, if
not an order, for It adoption by Congress.

Tariflt Revislon Assured.

San Francisco Call

The Call sald that the retirement of
Speaker Henderson definitely settled the
future of tariff revision and established it
8 o Republican poliey. Current develop-
ments prove the correctness of our fore-
cast. The West controls the next House.
No Eastern candidate for the Bpenker-
ship is consldersd. That power will pass
from lown to Hilnpls with the election of

committes of ways and means. Though
contradictory reports are given out, there
is every reazon to belleve that the com-
Ing short sesslon of Congress will be fol-
lowed by an extra session comprehen-
Fively to revise the tari¥. This Is a bold
poliey on the eve of the Presidential elee-
ton of 194, but the Republican party has
never heen cowardly In Its courss upon
any subfect, and as It Is now dominnted
by revisionists that work will not be
done plecemeanl, by amendment haphaz-
ard, but by an entirely new bill that will
wipe the Dingley bill off the statutes ep-
tirely.

To a Footlight  hanrmer,
The Drookiyn Eagle.
1 rat laxt night In an orcheatra chalr,
And studled vour feattires so wondrously fmlr—
A pleasure It was, | confeas.
Although you spoke naught but the lines of
the niay,
Your volce o'er my heart sxerted & sway
I cannot find words to express
And yet. as [ sat in that orchestra chair,
Some troublesome thoughts ocourred to me
there,

Now, Julle DoVers is a beautiful name,
And truly I hope yru were christened the sams,
And not a plaln Maggle ' Toole
The newspapers tell me that twenty's your age,
But many are that for years on the stage—
I hope you have broken that rule.
And yet, as 1 sat in that orcheatra chalr,
Such troublesome questions ocrurred o me
there.

The programme informs me that you are a
*Mive

Yot some programmes orr in matters like this,
For bilip-af-the-play will decelve;

The man who was playing the monster bazoo,

For all that [ know, may he married to you,
Although it is hard to belleve.

And yol, as I sat in that orchestra chalr,

Annoying surmilses woyld come to me there.

bring |

o are Instances of wives who |

| Elve

Cannon. and a Western man, probably |
Babcock of Wisconsin, will supplant
Payne of New York at the head of tho |

i

NOTE AND COMMEST.

The man who will take a dare frequent-
Iv has to take It farther than he wishes

It Is qulte proper that s girl who is &
vislon s=hould be seen In a dresm of &
dresa,

Flre-escapes are compulsory now. The
question Is what will they do with the
unfortunates who do not easape?

The unknown persons who Jdynamited
the gambling dens in Chicago possibly
found it the only way to make a ralse.

Curfew will not ring tonight. But the
curfew bellcs will still be open to the
sweel protestations of youth with a ring.

The propesition tn tax bachelors Is be-
Rird the times. Every single man in this
courtry now has to pay tribute to every
falr womain.

It L3z been finally announced that
Tedéy, Jr.. left school on account of his
Way enuldn’'t the rest of us make
that cxcisze go?

ryee.

£:71 who ran away to
Baker City may thank her stars that
homesdekness came upon her while she
yet had a home. There [2 0 nostalgia too
bitter for tears when the place of affection
is darkened forevar.

King Leopold has resolved to llve bet-
ter hereafter. He gord man, and
everybady hopes that a life so marked by
domeatie virtue, fatherly kindness and
respect for the Ten Commoandmeonts may
long be =pared to his devoted people.

The poor lHitle

Is a

A Chicago preacher warned the girls of
his congregation against dudes, dead-
game sports, the man whn promised to
reform after marringe, and the young
man who didna't belleve In religlon. Girla,
there's only one thing for you to do.
Come Weat.

A man whose experience in society has
been imited to a modest range was In-
vited not long ago to 4 very swell houss
where there wers mald =ervants aml man
servants, He stayasd and enjoyed hims=elf
hugely for a couple of weeks, On his re-
turn he woe asked by a  less-favored
friced what he had discovered. “Noth-
ing mueh.” was his response, “except one
thing. ““What I= that?' came the query.

“I row know the definition of a mald.™

“YeaT"

“A maid i3 a woman who ls dressed at
TA M

An urchin of an Inquiring temperament
Macovered a new thing ahout Chinesa
queues yestenday., The Chinaman whomr
he used to experiment on was dickering
with a lottery ticket vender, and this
proved so engrossing that he did not no-
tice when the small boy gave the end
of his plgtall a eouple of turns about a
doorknob. His chaffering finished, the
Celestin]l started off and was brought up
roundly. In the endeavor to twist his
head to see what the matter was, he
broke the stranda and his sleek locks dis-
Integrated, unraveled nnd showed that all
but the aix Inchee nearest the scalp was
mnde of fine biack thread. This strange
phenomenon bewitched the lnd who was
the cauvde of the trouble, and he Incau-
tiously approached to pget @A nearer
view. The infuriated Chinaman spled
him, gave vent to barbarlan Isnguage,
caught him by the slack of his breeches
and spanked him In lmproved Western
style.
standers were unatite to decide whe Wal
the madler, the boy or the Chinaman.
The tnll waa false. The story thegeof Is
true.

A Helena hack driver smiled inoppor-
tunely at a somewhat funny slip In Stuart
Robson's ‘enses one night lnst week, the
story runsg, and lost a fare, Incldentally
he uncorked the visls of the eminent
Thespian's wrath. The incident happened
in the front of the Grandon.

Robssn, tired from interpreting his
Shikespearean role, was pacing the floor
of the rotunda within. The driver walted
outside In the cold. The actor was to
be earried to the Northern Pacific depot
Brt he sermed to have forgotten the fact,
He dallléd and the horses Sgnmlmd. The
cahby, with visfons of other work ahead,
grew impatient,

He opened the door and looked in. His
appearance clearly disturbed Robsom, for
he broke off hls meditations and emerged

frowning. “Isn‘t It your business to
wault until I am ready to go?T' sald he.
“It =, but 1 can't walt all night. I have
another fare” replled the driver. “And
the train Is almost due at that™ he
added.

“Sir,” sald Robson, drawing himself
up, “‘you contracted with my manager

to take me where 1 choosed apd to do so
when 1 choosed.” A startled look from
the driver greeted the first ‘“choosed.”
The second causcd a smile to fiit across
his face. The player caught the ginnce
and turned on his heel. *'[ shall employ
another cah,” he called over his shoulder,
“ar maybe | shall walk to the depot.”

“Don,"™ came the reply through the dark-
noss, "and dbe hanged.” Members of his
company, It Is stated, cooled their lead-
er's wrath sufficiently to induce him to
up his determination to walk, and
try another cab,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

He—Carrie, I believe you think I'm a fool.
She—And you you =ay I'm always (n the wrong.

Boston Transceript.

Allce—What do you do when Jack talks foot-
ball to you? Julin—Weil, I try to ook intelll~
went.—Detroit Free Pross.

A man feels Blus with trouble, red with rage,
white with fear, yellow with envy. and green
with jealousy.—Baltimore American

“If T should dle rich. I'd jeave my monsy to
eatablish o much-needed Institution™ ““What
Is that T “A dormitery for policemen on nighe
duty." —Puck.

Goerald—As It Is to be a secTet engagement, It
would not be wise for ms o give you & ring
at present.  Geraldine—Oh, but I could wear It
on the wrong hand —Judge

“Yep, Muggina In an innocent, trustiog tndi-
vidual’® *1 ahould say =6 Why, that mun
can huy # cheap palr of patent lediher shoos
and think ther won't crack —Raltimore Her-
all

“Why in suleclde wrong™" shouted the free-
thinking cTank “Hecpuse 1t interfores with
digr=tidn, respiration and other Important fune.
tions of the body,” answersd the health cranik
—Life.

“So you had a succeanful hunting trip™*
“Eminently successful We didn’t bring back
any game. but nobody was shot by any of the
other membera of the party."—Washington
ftar.

Mamma—] was surprised and shocked by the
coldness with whieh you grested Miss Borssum

when she called. Fihel-Ves, mamma, bdut 1
madfde up for It Iater Mamma--IfH4 you?
Ethel—TYes, Ilndesd, vou shoull have seen how

cordially 1 bade her good-bye.—FPhilndeiphia
Press.

Dostor ifinding patlent sampling s botile of
whisky)—Here, here. my man, that will never
da. That's the cause of nil ths troubie. Face-
tious Patlent—Well, then, A1l your glass, doe-
tar. Now we've found the cause, the soonar
we got rid of It the better.—Glangow Evening
Times,

Fond Mother—I do wish you wonld jook over
some of my Hitle hay's sketches, and glive me
vour candld ovinlon of them. They sirike ms
ns perfectly marvelous for one »o young. The
cther day he drew 2 horss and cart, and, [
can assure you, you could scarcely tell the
diffapenge -~Punel, - .

When the fracas was over the b~

ity . g B b




