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Ten years from now the present gob-
bling up of publle lands for lttle or
nothing, by falr means or foul, will
have a very ugly look, and the chief
offenders and their families will have
cauee 10 regret thelr pernlclous activity,
if they have any regard whatever for
public sentiment. The overshadowing
fact about the publlc domain, whether
we are talking of timber, cozl, ratlraoads,
scrip, Irrigation, is that the old regime
of limitless Jand and scurce applicants
ie gone pever to return. We are living
In & day of pressure of popuiation, FEu-
ipe presses on our Atlantic seaboard,
and our East prisses on onr West, The
Miastesipni Valley preases on the Rocky
Mountain region. Farmers from Minne-
#ota and the Dakotas are flocking to
Oregon and Washington. We do not
mesd to advertiss our timber in the

East. Lumbermen of Michigan and
Wisconsin unlerstand full well that
thelr own timber supply s doomed.

They are turning hither of their own ac-
cord, and acquiring land ne rapidly as
the necessary steps can be gone through
and money pald over. Justice must be
done to all thess applicants under ali
these Jaws Capimal must be protected.
Bettlers must be protecied. But through
all these conflicting interests and com-
plicsted quéistions the one obligation
that lies heavily on every patriotic heart
is protection of the publlc domain and
obedlenes 1o the law. Tt le not the
business of Cammissioner Hermann or
any other official to sereen offenders In
offive or out, 1o boom settlement or fa-
cilitate investment. It is their busi-
Bees 1o enforce the law without fear or
favor, and to jeave their skiris clear of
fraund or lepience when future genera-
tlons hold thelr memories to strict ac-
count for the disappearance of our once
vast and slways increasingly vatuable
public demnin,

Six short years have passed since the
political convulsions of 1888, and In the
two great opposing parties we see two
different processes In progress., On one
hand the Gold Democrate are return-
fng to power, on the other hand the
Bilver Republicans are felilng by the
way., Hill wan hooted out of the Chi-
cago convention, but in New York State
he s supreme. Tammany Hall was dis-
ciplined, but today 115 Gold Democrats
have made New York again a Demo-
cratic elty. George Fred Willlame is re-
pudiated in Musssehuartis, ard Jones In
Arkansas whils Gorman te back in con-
trol e Maryland and Vilas Is restored
In Wisconsin, In striking contrast to
the rehabilitation of the Democracy
through thie disersdit of Bryanism and
the return of reason i= the disaster that
has overtaken the sllver men who bolt-
ed the S, Louls conventlon. Teller sees
his state return 10 Republican rule, and
his re-clection made doubtful even with
his Democratic hold-overs. Dubois con-
fronta a Republican Legislatore in
Idaho, and a Republican Senator Is al-
ready in the scat of Cannon of Utah.
Pettigrew of South Dakota and t-
man of Moniana were slso among the
8t. Louls bolters, and now find them-
eelves in Republican states, The Legis-
Jature which made George Turner a
Eenater from Washington stood 84 Dem-
ocrats and Popullsts to 28 Republicans.
The one that will choome hils successor
standp 110 Republicans to 26 Democrats.
Nothing could e more fitting than
these antagonletic fates of two upris-
ing=. The rebelllon that falled was a
timeserving =acrifice of truth. The
revolution thut won was & sacrifice of
present galn for permanent triumph,

flecretary Shaw cannot do  better
than to abandon his device of accept-
ing state and municipal securities, now
that its inexpedience has been shown.
Nothiog else was expected by sound
eriticlem from the first; and It remalins
wonly to consider the possibliities of evil
that are bound up in the precedent.
These stretchings of authority and
‘gtraininge of lJaw are very agresable
Swhen the officer so indulging himself
 gots as we approve, but when they are
. employed unwisely to perverted pur-
poses we ory aloud. A Secretary of the
Treasury” may arise some day who will
" earry this procedent imto action when
"the times are too disjointed to bear It,
" A Secretary may arise who wiil carry
4t a Httie farther and accept municipal
-end raflroad and industrial bonds on
| the eve of a penic and upseet the value
[ of the currency. The Treasury, we are
) 49 , has actually canvassed the
' question of private corporation securi-
L Hes and came néar ffering to accept
| $hem. These exigencies are removed for
g3, present, however. and what aiffi-
L suities ikey bode can only be dtaclosed
b

>

by time. Meanwhile the episode should
serve 10 remind our sticklers for more
Hberal banking laws that there are some
things worse than Inelastic currency,
end one of them is an uneafe currency.
The money of the United States iz as
good as gold today in all its forms. No
proposal to tamper with it abeolute
safely should regelve consideration. The
system is imperfect, as all human sys-
tems &re; but In such cases it is fre-
quently well to bear the lll= we have
1han fly to others that we know not of.
Inasmuch as The Oregonian approved
the scheme of & Tariff Commission upon
ita first broaching by Presldent Roose-
velt, it .welcomes the undertaking of the
Portland Chamber of Commerce to peti-
tion Congress to that end. In this tar-y
Iff problem there are two extremes of
equal mischief and perll. One i the
high-tariflf jdiocy that protection can do
no wrong. The other ie the Democratic
tching to pursue every successful Amer-
fean Industry with the destructive
besom of free trade.  Between these
two schools of impracticable idealtsm
on one hand and corporates insatisty om
the other there la no more hopeful or
trustworthy expedient than a nonpar-
tisan or even bipartisan Tarlff Commis-
glon, No tariff law can be safely passed
out of hand, but a Tariff Commission
could gather and promulgate the facte
concerning Industries and schedules, =0
that Intelligent and honest publle opin-
fon would have a lrumwa;ﬁhy.‘rulcrum
on which to rest its resistlesa lever, If
we took off the duty on lron and steel
tomourrow, would immediate rellef to
consumers counterbalance the Injury
the steel trifst might thereby be enabled
to Infllet on  ndependent producers?
There are few men In Congress or out-
slde of It who could answer that gues-
tion understandingly, or many another
question like jt. The facts upon which
tariff changes must be based should be
ascertalned and made public. The op-
position to a Tariff Commission has pro-
ceeded almost whoily from free-traders,
who are excusably disgusted with the
record made by the commission of 1882-3,
It le sufficient answer to remind them
that Theodore Roosevelt will not ap-
point a commlesion composed of tariff
beneficlaries or their stipendiaries

AN INADEQUATE DEFENSE.

In the discussion which has taken
place regardlng the contracts made by
the State Land Board with the wvarl-
oue lrrigation companles for the recla-
mation of arid land under the Carey
act It has been repeatedly stated that
the companies do not get title ta the
Iand, but merely hold a llern upon the
land for the cost of reclamation. This
fact has been cited as an answer to the
charge that the compéanies are “land-
grabbers® bhent upon securing large
tracte of land on terma satlsfactory to
theme«lvem  Attentlon has been called
tor the provisions of the law and the con-
tracts, wherein It is provided that not
more than 160 acrce shall be sold to any
one person, and that any bopa-fide oct.
tler may secure 180 neres df the land by
paying the amount of the Men of the ir-
rigation company ’

Upon lts face the answer seems quite
conclusive, and has for that reason gone
vadisputed. Yet any one who Is famil-
lar with the procesa by which syndl-
cates have acquired title to vast tracts
of publie land In this state will see, If
he reads the law on the subjeet, that
the irrigution companles are 4n a posl.
tlon which will enable them ta secure
title to practically all the land upon
which they hold llems If they choose.
The laws governing the sale of state
school land provide fhat not more than
220 acres of land shall be sold to any
one persom, yet every one knows that
the Jands have been “grabbed” by large
capltnlists, The law Is evaded by secur-
Ing large numbers of individuals to pur-
chase from the state, and them to trans-
fer title to the syndleates, which furnish
the money for the original purchame,
The men who act asg tools for the per-
petration of the fraud are pald from
E1 50 o 55 for pérjuring themsaslves
The original purchasers swear that they
want the land for thelr own u=e, and
have made no agreement to transfer it,
yet: the money has been furnished by a
third party, to whom a transfer le made
on the same day.

What ls there, then, to prevent syndi.
cates from eecuring 8 oumber of Indi-
viduale to make purchases of land re-
claimed under the provisions of the
Carey art, and then' transfer the title 1o
the persons furnlshing the money?
Sionce the lrrigation companies hold a
llan upon the land for the cost of rec-
Jamation, amounting as a rule to $10
per acre, they are in the best possihle
poesition to work the “grab™ act In the
disposal of, thes: reclnimed lands, At
the average price of §10 per acre, a set-
tler must have $1600 cash in order to
purchase the 180 acres to which he 18 en-
titled. Thye irrigation companles can, by
procuring the ald of a cheap perjurer,
secure the title to the Jand without put-
ting up more than a nominal sum of
motney. The Irrigation companies will
be In a position to know which of the
lands are the most deslrable and the
most valuable, and can procure trans-
fers before bona-fide settlers have an
apportunity to look over the land and
make selections,

In calling attention to these facts and
circumstances one lays himself open to
the charge of imputing an evil intent
to pecple who have not yet done any-
thing wrong. It ls to be expected that
the [rrigation concerns which have the
state contracis will prolest that they
are being adjudged gullty of suborna-
tion of perjury before they have had
even an opportunity to commit the of-
fenpe. Let gll such compose themselves,
There i= no intention to charge any one
with having plans for the “grabbing”
of land through false aMdavits and
fraud of variows kinds. The purpose of
thiz comment upon a very live subject
Is 1o call attentlon to the opportunities
which are open for some very extensive
landgrabbing, and which have thus far
mpeq attention.

If one had suggested ten years ago
that there was a chance for the stealing
of our timber Jands, he would have been
dénounced as & false pccuser suspecting
innocent people of planning evil. But
the timber lands are gone, and they are
very rapidly making millionaires of the
menn who got them. Thousands of
“homesteads” have been taken, but the

number of settlers on them has re-
mained very small. In the nexp few
vears thousands of “settiers” will take
homes In the reclaimed arid lands. Wil
the homes be permanent, or will the
lands pass into the hands of & few?
Any one who wishes to 0 so {5 free to
draw conclusions based upon the ex-
perience of this state in the passing of
the timber lands. ’

There is much that the Legislature
might do In order 10 protect persons
who are really looking for homes onf
the reclaimed desert. A very stringent

law should be enacted to guard agalnst

frauduient purchases of land, and the
criminal statutes goverhing offenses of
that nature should be made severe
enough to reduce the fraude to & minl-
mum. TUnder their contracts the recla-
mation companies will-be entitled to re-
ceive the amount of their llen, but the
state has & right to adopt measures
which will give all bona-fide settlers an
opportunity to purchase land, and to
punish those who ars parties to fraud
in land transactlons,

PHILIPPINE NEEDS,

1t s difficult for us in this country to¥
understand the urgent desire of nearly
all classez in the Philippines for free ac-
cems for Chinese and Japanese labor.
We are alive here to the dangers of de.
graded labor. But it appears that over
there the conditicns are reversed. As
compared with the Filipino, the China-
man is the superior individual. He de-
mands double the wages of the natives,
dresses better, lives on more substantial
food, cccuples a better house, s more
solicltovs as to the education of his
chlidren, and in every way tends to up-
lift the native. He has taught the na-
tive to do nearly all that he now does
successfully; how to grow his rice, his
tobacco, his sugar cane, his hemp; how
to bulld his houses and make the furni-
ture ‘to fill them, and, above all, the
principles of business which have made
the Chinese noted among the commer-
clal omations of the earth.

All this and a good deal more bas been
testified to by so compeignt'a witnees as
Mr. Edwin Wildman, ex-United States
Vice-Consul-General 1o Hong Kong, and
is accepted ae the most commonplace
form of trath by everybody having any
knowledge of the countries of Eastern
Asia. Tt must be admitted that abund-
anttlabor i= a positive essentlal to profit-
able development of the hitherto un-
touched resources of the Philippines,
If the latent resources of our new pos-
seasion are to be allowed to lie unpro-
ductive, they will add nothing either to
the wealth of the United States or to
that of the world st large. As the ex-
United States Consul at Amoy per-
tinently remarked: *“Let those who op-
pose the Introduction of contract labor
tell us how we are to develop the re-
solirees and Industries of the Phillppines
without skilled labor, and Chinese and
Japanese are the only races in the ‘East
furnishing such labor.”

Opposition to Chinese labor In the
Phillppines s much more intelligible
than the United States Senate's resojute
determination to condemn the archipel-
ago to an indefinite continuation of the
evila of a fluctuating silver standard.
Events gince the adjoumment of Con-
gresa have confirmed all the arguments
for the establishment of the gold stand-
ard., They have certalnly shown that
the trading difficultlies arislng from
these fluctuations were not exaggerated,
ns the advocates of the existing system
claimed, and that to merchants in active
business they have been something
more than a mere bugbear. It s quite
true, aa was argued before the Philip-
pine dommitter last February, that a
merchant when he settles the prices
either for buying or selling merchandise
In & slver country at the same time
setties with the bank the rate of ex-
change. But that 1s by no means the
end of the transaction so far as the de-
velopment of the commerce of the coun-
iry Is coneerned, as the New York Jour-
nal of Commerce has repeatedly shown
In some excellent articles which we
have reprinted, If the merchandiss
which Is Imported has 1o be paid for in
gold, a kigher price must be exacted
for 1t In silver, first from the middleman
and finally from the consumer. There
15, In shorti, an instabllity of price and
& difficulty in securing returns from
merchandiss sold, which ‘demoralizes
confidence and materislly Interferes with
any development of trade,

The error made in withholding the
gold standard from the Philippines has
been mintmized by the Taft commis-
slon’s fallure to employ its authority to
eoln sllver for eirculation. But the
quesation will recur with Increasing im-
perativeness at the coming sesslon of
Congrese. No better act could then be
done than a prompt supplementary stats
ute for the Philippines covering the mat-
ter of the money standard and some
sen=ible adjustment of the labor prob-
lem which will forbld Phillppine Chl-
nese free accems to our domestic ports.

VOTERS SHOULD NOMINATE.

The bill framed by the Salem com-
mittes, for direct nomination of candl-
dates for office by the voters, is a step
In the right direction. The weakness of
much of the primary agitation has been
In persistent clinging to the old conven-
tion evstem as a part of the new nomi-
nating scheme. Why should there be
an elaborate machine, subject to dis-
orders and requiring more or leee ex-
pert manipulation, when a simple pro-
cesn will do far better? With delegate
conventions to nominate candidates, the
voters” control of the government ls at
least one step more remote than with
direct primary nominztions, and usu-
ally It is several stepe more remote be-
cauee of the inclination to tranafer con-
vention work to committees, and also
becs of the opportunity for "“work-
Ing” conventions by Interests that are
more concerned with private gain than
with the publlc welfare. Direct pri-
mary nomination of ecandidates Is the
right principle to work on.

Our modern caucus and convention
eystem . ils & growth of nearly two cen-
turiea, Emest C., Mever, In his book oo
“Nominating Bystems" divides this de-
velopment Into four periods. The first
closed with the Revolutionary War, and
in it the caucus grow from a eecret, pri-
vate, unauthorized gathering to an open
and Ilrregular but public meeting. The
sscond period cloged with establishment
of the present Natlonal Government in
1787, and It was marked by local dele-
gate conventions as supplementary to
the caucuses. The succeading thirty-
five years, constituting the third period,
were characterized by extension of Jocal
delegate conventions, and by the rise of
the Legislative and Congressional cau-
cuses as the central nominating powers
of state or Nation, respectivaly. At the
end of the “era of good feeling™ came
the beginning of thd fourth peribd, in
which the convention system» was de-
veloped Into an Intricate machine hav-
Ing continuity of existence and unity of
action. Mr. Meyer thinks we are upon
the threshold of a fifth era, to be
marked by sbolition of the corrupted
caucus and convention, and substitution
therefor of the system of direct nomina-
tion by the voters.

Minnesota has made the greatest prog-
resa In primary election reform, and ex-
pérlence there Is such as to commend
the movement In other states. Even
South Carolina has taken advanced
grovad in this matter and is finding
the experience beneficial. In both those
states the convention as a part of the
necessary cominating machinery Is done

away with. The voters make their

nominations directly at the polla In
both thoee states the new plan is found
to increase popular interest, though it
was expecisd by many to have the con-
trary effect, and.such it appeared at
first to have had in Minpesota. But
strengthening the law gave more con-
fidence, and there |= now general ad-
mission that it is a good thing for the
public weal. Wisconsin Is ln the throes
of reforming Its primaries, and |f the
declaration= of the Republican platform
can be carried out by the Legisiature,
the presemt convention system will be
superseded by direct primary nomina-
tions. Evergwhere the attempt of the
people to get political power back Into
thelr hands ls opposed by the bosses,
whose power s not broken without a
desperate fight, Oregon has already
taken one step in reform of the nomi-
pating system. It has taken most ad-
vanced ground in recognition of the
popular right to rule by adopting the
Initlative and refersndum amendment to
the constitution. FPerhaps the state Is
ripe for genulfie reform In the matter
of nominating candidates for public of-
fice. It is to be hoped that it is.

Who presses for irrigation In the arld
régions? Not the inhabitants of those
regions, surely, for they are few and
uninfluential. Moreover, present occu-
pants are laclined to view with disfavor
any movement In the directlon of set-
tiing the country and plowing up the
range. Large private interests thrive
upon the) use of wide areas of public
domain. Cultlvation of the Jand means
reduction In the open range, which ls al-
readyovercrowded with Uvestock, Thers-
fote the strictly local Influences are
many times opposed rather than favor-
able to uperatione having for their ob-
ject the sstilement and cultivation of
the soll. They do not ery to Congrese
for the “rellet.” The malnspring of
reclamation agitation Is in the trade
cénters—In the large cities of the Mis-
sissippl Valley and the rallroads that
connect them with the arid reglons
Those Interests see what le to be galned
by making the “desert” blossom and
bear frult. They eee that the ordinary
agencles or methods of development will
0ot meet the case, They press for Con-
gressional ald and rouse local Interest.
And the movement once started, soon
acquires momentum enough to carry it
to success. It Is at heart a campaign
for extension of commerce. Its origin
is In the commerclal centera, Irrigation
congreseee are controlled by delegations
from citles amblitious for new markets,
And while they agltate they organize,
and without thelr work reclamation of
arid domain would be slow and expen-
slve business, The struggle for trade is
not ignoble, and the world would be
more fortunate than it Is If all develop-
ment movements had at thelr root as
worthy a motive as that which actu-
ates the Irrigation cause,

The low stage of water In the Willam-
ette for the past thres months has been
favorable to channel work. and the tfme
has been wel employed under the direc-
tlon of the Government Engineers' Of-
fice In'this city. Many snags and other
obstruction® have been removed from
the channel during the season, several
new dams have heen constructed and a
number of new buoys have been set In
places where rocks render navigation
during high water dangerous. Farmers
and shippers of the Willamette Valley
follow the work upon this portion of the
river with great Interest and satisafnc-
tion. Loyalty to the river Is one of
thelr characteristica, and as eternal
vigilance 1s the price of keeping this
waterway in navigable condition
throughout the year, It Is slncerely
hoped that the appropriation for that
purpoee will not again lapee.

Three hundred Confederates in the
Lee Camp Soldlers’ Home were disfran-
chised undsr the clause of the new con-
gtitution which declares that no inmate
of a Soldlers’ Home or other charitable
institution is entitled to register and
vote anywhere except in the place of his
residence prior to bécoming an Inmate
of the Institution. This clause was In-
serted in the constitution In order to
disfranchiss the 8000 Inmates of the Sol-
dlers’ Home at Hampton, Va.,, who
would be l'kely to cast a solld Republl-
can vote, The framers of the new con-
atitution deemed It wise to sacrifice the
300 Democratic yotes at Lee Camp In
order to get rid of the 3000 Republlean
voters at Hampton. It is wvery plain
that the framere of the new conatitution
of Virginla werd exceedingly anxlous 1o
disfranchises all Republicans, both black
and white. '

John L. Wilson says that he has been
promised and expects the support of
S8enator Fostéer and his friends in his
coming Senatorial struggle. The reason
he gives for such expectations |s that
two years ago he turned over twenty-
eight votes to Foster with the under-
standing that reciprocity was to be
practiced when the opportunity arrived.
Unless there has been a radleal omis-
glon from the varlons tabulated esti-
mates of the strength of the dlfferent
Sematorial candldates, the kind of sup-
port Senator Foster will be in a posi-
tion o give will be of the “moral”
brand, which is not regarded as good
trading stock at Olympia. John L. cer-
talnly lLias another guess coming as to
the location of the opening through
which he can try to crawl back into the
Benatorial Nght.

r

The Mulnomah delegation at Salem
“favors and will work for' a $500,000 ap-
propriation by lhe state for the Lewls
and Clark Exposition. The delegation
does not ask that the appropriation be
made for the benefit of Portland, but for
the benefit of the state. It does not, as
4 delegation, go to Salem meaklpg the
appropriation ite especlal comcern; or,
rather, It does not seek to place Itself
in any differeat relationship to the en-
terprise than the Representatives of
any other countles may and should
piace themselves., Observe that the
Legislators from this county have as a
unit declded that they will support the
request of the Lewls and Clark directors
for $500,000. So may any other county
do the same. The Falr is not a loval
enterprise. It s a state enterprise,

e ————

In these days of vigorous police pro-
hibition of gambling, stories of big play
at the Portland Club must make Inter-
esting reading In the vicinity of Second
and Oak stireets,

The Mulmomah Legislative delegation
has got together; and from thq results
of its first meeting It may be guessed
that it will have n t trouble to
keep together. W

It may be that when the Iowa Repub-
liean Convention meets, Henderson will
not be running for Governor so fast as
he I mow.

-

a long time, and the surrender comes with

hact ns & warning to keep away from

SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST PRESS

Comes With a Rush.
Bolge Btatesman.

Bay, it was us! Who could have
thought that t state would rush into
the arma of the Republican party with so
much enthusiasm after its six long years
of wandering? But that Is generally the

y with the prodigal; it will hesitate for

a rush that g Inapiring. .

And Maybe He'll Get It.
- Eugene Register. 1

A= mn gftermath of all this farry over
timber land frauds {n Oregom, special in-
spectors are to arrive ghortly from Wash-
ington to look into the affairs of the Rose-
burg. Lakeview and The Dalles offices. In
our opinlon, the whole thing will be large-
Iy a flash in the pan. It will probably de-
velop ‘that a fAght is on at Washington In
the General Land Office, and that some-
body is after somebody else’'s scalp.

Don't Carry Too Much Momey.
Albany Demoerat.:

A flathesd Indian up north was robbed
of $22.000 In cash. In the first place, In
these days of bgnks and business by
checks and drafts, nelther an Indlan nor
any one else has any business traveling
around the country with so much money.
1t displays poor judgment to carry much
money with one with business on |ts pres-
ent basis. Nevertheless, all the ‘machin-
ery of the Government should be resorted
to to catch the robbers and secure the re-
turn of the money to the poor Indlan.

Asking Too Much.

Balem BStatesman.

Portland is the metropolitan city of Ore.
gon. The peaple of the balsnce of the
state ars Interested (n Portiand, and
proud of its repreaentative Institutions.
Every man in Oregon should wish the
metropolis well. But the few people there
who are interested in having a new clty
charter are asking most too much when
they demand the calling of an extra ses-
ston of the Legislature for the sole pur-
pose of anccomplishing thla object a few
ehort weeks before the meeting of the
regular session. Theae Portland men are
the only ones now aaking for an extra
e=sslon with anything llke positiveness.
The people generally throughout the stats
are opposed to an extra session of the
Législature;-those of them who are think-
ing anythifg at all about the matter.

One Way Out of It.
Seattie Times.

It it should prove, however, that Mr.
Preston has not a sufficlent number of
votes to control the caucus, It seema to
us that it would be wise for him to make
a combination with the strongest candl-
date, and ‘hold his political horses’ for
another two wears, and watch out for
Foster's vacant shoea! Under no clrcum-
stances should the followers of Ankeny
and Preston permit the few followers of
Wilson to control the sltuation—for such
an arrangement would throw the whole
business ngalnst Seattia’'s best interests—
precisaly as it did when Foster was clect-
el. On the other hand, If it became
necessary, Mr. Preston couldn't make a
better arrangement than to enter |nto an
agreament which would result in the elec-
tion of Levi Ankeny, as it would place
Ankeny under |pating obligations to Se-
attle, and retain his friendship In the
campaign of 184 for Preaton.

Truth in Unwonted Place,
Tacoma Ledger.

The United Btates is preparing to in-
crease commerce with the Orlent. There
Is the expectation that much will be
gnlned by this. There Is also the ex-
pectation that China wiil benefit material-
ly. The idea Is not to impoverish China.
Nobody conld deal with an Impoverished
country. When peoplea have something
to mell they are glad to find the customer.
When they want to buy, and have the
price, they are glad to make connectlons
with the man who has the goods. The
theory that to buy goods Is to be unfor-
tunate reduces the whole system of bar-
ter to an immormliity, for it becomes a
matter of preying upon the weak. There
Is no |ogical basia for.the course of rea-
soning that does this. The seller does
not thrust his wares down the throats
of unwilling patrons. They come to him
voluntarily. and are satisflad at being
able to gome. The merchant will want
something they have to sell, too.

Rural View of Game “Protection.

North Yamhill Record. “

The farmer is entitled to the best of
hunting, and he will succeed in gotting it,
even to the extent of violating the laws,
If need be, which may be lobbled through
the Legislature by any combination of
wholesale poachers. No one has so clear
& title to the birds as those who grow the
food for them often at the sacrifice of
their garden patches, and many bushels
of graln, ns the farmer does. If the law
is made “open’ Beptember 15, it 1s not at
all improbable that the farmer will, a
few days before the law Is apen, seek an
opportunity to avall himself of the ad-
vantage which It is sought to take from
him by law. There {8 no danger of the
China pheasant becoming extinct, as
some belleve. The pheasants, if protected
tiil October 1, are fully able to take care
of themselves, being by that time fully
grown. The member of the Flsh and
Game Assoclatlon who, possessing a good
dog and gun—and it is little use to hunt
without them—canpot take enough birds
to satisfly him under present conditlons,
is elther a poor shot or else is not willing
to be satisfled with what he s entitled to.

An Appreciative Tribute,
Tillamook Headlght.

A great deal of credit is due the Port
of Portland Commission for the ability It
has displayed In carrying out the dutles
impcaed upon It. In two years the com-
mission will have expended 600,000 in
buflding a drydock, & dredge and other
appliances, and it should be a mource of
gratification to the taxpayers of Portland
to know that the commissioners have been
just as economlical and careful in spend-
Ing the money of the port as they are
in thelr own business; and another thing
which we are gind to hear Is, no one has
beén allowed to work a public “graft™
updn the commission, although we are re-
lably Informed that overtures to that
effoét were made and indignantly resent-
el We make thizs assertion, that If the
ability of the present commission is not
fully appreciated as It should be after
devoting so much study and time to
Portland’'s mest important interest. In a
few years it will be plainly scen that the
commission worked along right lines to
make Portland double the shipping port
that ghe is now. Then, and probably
not till then, will the labors of the pres-
ent commission be appreciated,

Half n Milllen Too Mach,

Woodburn Independent.

While there should be a Legisiative ap-
propriation, It should not be $500,000, for
several reamons. In the first place, It
would establish a bad precedent, and In
{tself would advertize Oregon to Intending
settlers as'a reckless state, and hundreds,
and probably thousands, would accept the

where taxcs are rolled up In such a lav-
\th manner. The Buffalo Pan-American
Fair received no pecuniary ald from the
State of New York, Yes, It was a finan-
etal fallure, but not particularly so on
account of there belng no Leglalative ap.
propriation. Nebraska gave the great
Omaha Exposition only 5100000. Why,
then, should Qregon, with population and
property valuation far below elther of
these two states, glve 600000? We are
told it ia to Insure a falr in Portland in
15, Bosh! The Falr will be held, and
Portlanders know it, and they are '‘also
aware of another important item, which
it that a Legislative appropriation of
$500,0000 would materially assist the stock-
holders In meéting s fully expected defl-
cit. Portland enthuslasts do not really
figure on the Increase of rentals netting
them more than the amounts of ‘ their
mmﬁlmy. subscriptions for shares in

WOMEN AS WINE AGENTS.
Wuhlﬁn Post.

“l came pcross something pretly new |

in the new woman lna up in Boeton the
other day—a woman whisky drummer,

sald a Washington hoteiman. *““She was
& good lool neatly” dressed woman,
well under age, and she was selling
whisky by the barrel in saloons and res-
taurants, just exactly in the same fashion
that the male whisky drummers gell 1t
Her name Is Mrs. Rueger, and she lives,
when she is at home, In New York, and
Fu the New England territory to cover
or her firm. Bhe is business-like and di-
rect In her methods, without having any-
thing mannish about her, and she does
mighty well at the business., She told me
that she had never been Insulted, or, In
fact, treated with anything but courtesy
in the thousands pf saloona that she hns

j visited since she took up her odd business

for a woman. Bhe doesn't make any at-
tempt to work her edge as a woman In
order to sell her goods, but dlsposes of
them squarely on thelr merits, in competi-
tion with the agents who wear trousers
on the wing for whisky houses. But ahe
told me thta there was ooe exceedingly
disagreeable feature aboul the business
for her, and, great Scott! I should think
it would be! Bhe has, she says, to drink

15 to 100 glisses of the hard stuff a
day, Just llke the male whisky sellens,
but they must be all drinks of a4 whole lot
leas than a ‘finger’ each, for I'll swear
that she doesn't look IL She {doesn't
particularly cuare what her friends think
about her entering upon such an occupa-
tion, having., as she says, her own way
to make, and feeling disposed to make It
in a wgy that she has discovered to be
the most profitable for her. She amuseldly
remarked, however, that she had o great
dread of ever mesting up with Carric Na-
tion, and not long ago, when the kilted
hatchet-wielder frdm Kansas was In New
Haven, the woman whisky drummer, who
happened to be thers at the same time,
says that she skedaddled out of New
Haven with such spded that she scarceiy
took time to dress.

“There nre nowadays quite a number of
women champagne agents In New York,
and there {s ana of them who operates In
Washington, too, during the Winter, but,
of course, their methods of selling the
product of thelr emploving flrma are not
so stralght-out as those of this womnn
whisky drummer. Moat of them are re-
duced society women, ho, searching
about for some method whereby to pad
their Incomes, have hit upon the cham-
pagne rivalgy as offering them a profit-
able fleld, and they make money. The
word ‘tout’ len't exactly a plessant one,
but these women wine agents are really
champagne touts, They Induce their
friends and acquaintances to use thelr
firms' brands of champagne. on occasions
of festivity and not a few of them have
been known to go after business In con-
nectlon with hotels and cafes, but the¥
do this In a roundabout way. The woman
champégne agent who covers Washington
during the social season Is a Baltimors
woman with a wide acqualntanceship
among highly placed people In Washing-
ton, a8 well as*in the Monumental city,
and among these people she 1s as akiliful
a ‘recommender of the brand ‘of fizzy
goods ahe 8 employed to purvey as any
male wine agent I aver met up with, A
pecullar fact In connection with her is
that she has never tasted a drop of cham-
pagne or -any oiher Intoxicating lguor
in her life, out of principie. But she freely
if somewhat naively, admits that she Is
only going to apply the principle to her-
s2lf as long as there I8 a chance for her
to make something more than a Juxuripus
livelitood by gelling champagne."'

The Washington Ancestry.
London Bpeaker,

The attempt of the promaoters of the Bt
Louls axhiblition to secure Sulgrave Minor,
the alleged home of the Washingtons, for
their forthcoming world's fair, reminds us
that the question of the ancestry of the
firat President of the United States s stijl
regarded ns n vexed one. Although our
American cousins covet the old North-
amptonshire house, they cannot prove it
had a very near connectlon with George
Washington. If the Prexident’'s ancestors
ever held Sulgrave Manor they left it at
lenat six generatlons befare George took
up the thread of fate, and the relic-
hunters would find something more
worthy their attention as being genuinely
Washingtonian If they went farther north,

The Washingtona of the 1ith century
were characteristically loyal. During the
civil war they were cavallers, and it

was thelr connectiom with nn attempt to
overthrow Cromwell and restore the old
dynasty that causcd John and Lawrence
Washington to flee from Yorkshire over
seas and join other exiles in the old and
loyal dominlan of Virginia. They bought
large estates and settled down on the Po-
tomac. John, who had abandoned his
Yorkshire estates, married Miss Ann
Pope, and thelr eldost son, Lawrence,
married the daughter of Colonel Augustus
Warner, & prominent colonist, and had
three children—John, Augustine and Mil-
dred. Augustine married Jane Butler, by
whom he had four children, and after her
death he fell In love with and murried
Mary Ball, & young lady of great beauty.
Thelr first son wns George Washington,
who, as o alab on the site of his birth-
place at Pope's Creck testifies, was born
on February 11 (old style), 173 Thus we
havg Waebhington's direct descent frgm a
Yorkshire squire. who wae assoctated with
the county up to the time of his emigra-
tlon, fully lald bare,

Bad Falth in Baseball,
Boaton Herald,
The number of baseball players who
refuse to keep thelr word, and even thels

bond, !s increazxing,. We do not refer to
those Instances in whicth a porpotual right
to a player i1s clalmed becanse he has

once played with a club; It was no more
than Just that his subjection, bordering
on slavery, should be broken up; but now
there Is o new Kind of caseés In which
ball playvers give their word, sign thelr
names to contracie, even take money
from those with whom they have con-
tracted, and then., bhaving recelved the
offer of more money In another quarter,
sell their services anew there. We azsume
that there Is a legal penalty for this kind
of potlon, but the difficuity In the case
& that the men who thus offend are not
pecuninrily responsible to meet the fine
in which It appears, There should be a
public opinion 1o reach suth players,
however, If they are not hooted off of
& balifield, they should be made to know
that thelr actiod |s despised and deteatsd
by right-thinking men. One of the
pitchers of the Boston National nine waa
in this category last vear, and he is sald
to have begun to pursue the same course
for the vear snsulng,

An Emkimelodrama; or, the Eaka.
pade of an Eakamaid,
The Cornell Widaw,
"Mid Gresland’'s polar lee and snow,
Where watermelons seldom grow
t's far too cold up thers, you know),
re dwelt & bold young Eskimo,

Beneath the self-same focberm's shade,
In fur of seal and bear arrayed

(Not over cleanly, I'm afraid),

There lived & charming Bskamald.

Thro'out the six months' mght they'd
AR, ye of eage, think what a boan),
To stoo st 10 Is much too soon
Beneath the silvery Eskimoon.

The hated rival now we see!

(You spy the coming tragedy.

But I. can't help it; dom't blame me.)
An Eskimucher vile was he.

He found the lovers there alone.

He killed them with his ax of bone.

(You see how flerce ‘the tale has grown)—
The fond palr disd with an Eskimoan.

Two graves were dug, deep in the ioe,
Were lined with furs, moth balla, and epice;
The two were buried in & trice,
Quite safe from all the Eskimice.
Now Fido comea, alas, too iate!
(I hope it's not Indsllcate
These !ttle Incidents to state)—
The BEskimurderer he ate
LAENVOL
Upon an Erfkimeo (o sup
Was too mueh for an Eskipup—
He died. His Eskimemory
Is thus kept green In verse by me.

| and his public.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Dressed to kill—a duck hunter.

Now the women can resums thelr shop-
ping.

Some people think that streets showfd
be improved before morals.

Good morning; 1s syour stdewalk still
moored to the front fence? .

When & womsn tuts a man on the
street, It is & abarp reminder that he ia
dull to her charms,

The show made by people who are late
gt the play is, unfortunately, not so good
assthe one on tife boards. Exceptions
prove the rule,

An exchange reviewer, In speaking of
Jack London’s latest novel, says: “Ham-
in Garland and Rudyard Kipling have
written no better.” Is this praise?

It is very hard for a woman o
sckrowledge that she is wrong, and when
circumstances compel the admission the
man In the case finds that the good is
not always the beautiful.

A young couple, both engaged In edu-
catlohal pursuits previous to their mar-
ringe. and both familiar with the inborn
{lliteracy of echildren, have been much
worrled on sccount of a habit their lttle
4-year-old girl hasz fallen Into of mis-
placing pronouns. She invariably says
“him" for “he,” and “he" for “him.”
and she has been so often and so persist-
ehtly corrected that she cannot Temem-
ber what she has been told in regard to
changing her use of the pronouns. It
was fnally declded to send her to kin-
dergarten, with a speclal view of get-
ting her put to rights on this point.
When she came hoame the first day she
wna fsked what the chlidren did at kin-
dergarten. “Oh!" gald she, “"we mid a
lttle prayer and sang a little ‘he.’ "™ The
parents were prostrated.

It might be made a subject of philo-
sophical Inquiry whether an actress’ dress
is & work of dramatic art. Of course It
is to a certain extent. The woman who
should play & poverty-siricken seamsiress
in n low-necked gown and s=ilk stockings
(and It has been done), displays a falsa
understanding, and {8 too open to critl-
clsm. Bur, apart from these gross Inac-
curacies, It I8 a genuine problem to t=ll
how far a woman is entitled to praise for
her stage costume. Just at present there
is mora weight glven In ®he advanca no-
tices of theatrical productions to one
pretty ‘gown than to ninety and nine dra-
matic virtues. The course of reasoning
seema to run about as follows: The alm
of the stage Is to please; 4 woman is
pleazed most by a “creatlon” of a gown:
therefore, a fine dress {s the malnatay of
the stage. Men are very properly left out
of the account.

In this time, when the pulpit and the
prees are decrving the unclean drama) it
seems that there s room for lenlency In
one respect. Generally speaking, the dra-
matic art & among the highest. It re.
guirea devotion, self-sacrifice, and, more
than =&ll else, clean, untainted talent.
Long ago the musiclan and the palnter
were accorded charity for moral fatlings.
It is nothing to an artist's discredit, so
some think, that he has transgressed the
ordinary rules of soclety. But to the
actor and the actress thls llcensa has
never been granted—nor clalmed. A slight
assoclation with the players who amuse
the American public will convince the
most skeptieal that the profession stands
for nobiiity of womanhood and manhood.
Many an unclean drama has been made
endurable simply by the purity of the
actor andl the actress who bave given the
atmoaphere of whelesome humanity., Let
all the burden fall upon the dramatist
The shnme, when shame
thers [s. does not lie with thosse who are
striving to make thelr art a vehicle for
their noblest asplrations,

When the (ransport Valencla salled
from San Francleco with the first mill-
tary expedition to Manlls, she was com-
manded by Captain Lane, now command-
er of the stenmer Ohlo, plying hetween
Seattle and Nome. The eaptain is a
bluf® sallor, who i as determined as most
captalns to be absolute master of his
ship. He was saliing In company with
several ofther transports, apd had to kesp
down to the epeed of the aslowest, which
wis about seven knots an honr. This pro-
longed ths voyage of the szhip beyond the
passible water supply and .the capacity
of the copdensers, If a full allowance of
water were given the soldiers of ane of
the Dnkota regimenta who were on board.
The eaptaln, therefore, cut down the sl-
lowance to a pint a day per man. The
soldlers growled, and their Colonel went
to the captiln and made a vigorous pro-
test. The captaln explalned the neces-
eglty, but to no purpon:, and the Colonel
asaumed an alr of authority which net-
tled him.

“Are you running
asked Captain Lanse.

“Yes,” answered the now angry Colo-
nel, who wished to show_ his men how
much he could and would do for their
comfort,

“Then vou take her to Manila," sald
the captain. “Ting-a-ling” rang the beil
connecting with the engine-room, and the
engines stopped. The captain went to
his cabin and left the Colonel on the
bridge. For about two hours the ship
drifted, and then the Colonel capltulated
The soldiers struggled along on & pint of
fresh water o day, amd had to wash in
salt water, but Captain Lane landed them
all safely at Manila.

this ship?* fnally

"
FLEASANTRIES OF FARAGRAPHERS

Clara—What an easy-going person that Mr,
Littiebrayne Is. Agnes—Ea---golng? 1 never
found him so. It's alwaye the hardest kind of
work fuor me to get him to go before midnight.
—Chicagoe Record-Herald

Flrst Colomblan Native—1 belleve Mr, Side-
arms is to marry one of the soclety belles of
the Colombian territory. Second Colomblan Na-
tive—Yes; she is a daughter of 10 or 20 of ths
revolutions —Judge.

College Professor—Now, Mr. Skimmite, If an
irrestatihle foree should meest an mmovable
body, wnat would happen? Mr. Skimmitt—
Why —sr—probably Bilshop Potter and Mark
Henna would volunteer thelr services In the
interests of arbitration!—Puck.

Algis Footknock—How do I know you really
do care for m*, Miss Jotshh? Miss J.—How?
Why, baven't I danced with you twice tonight®
Algie—And s that & sign? Miss J.—Huh!
You'd know If you could see yoursell dance,
Alglg.—Chlcage Dally News.

“Doa’t you wish you had $1,000,000 so that
vou could put on a Shakespearean play in me-
cordance with your ldeals™ “No," apnswersd
Mr. Stormington Barnes: ‘I wish [ had §LO0D,-
o) wo that | wouldn't have to put on Shake-
speare at all."—Washington Star,

Barnes—Tom s becoming quite a lagulst,
isn’t he? Ehedd—1 don't know. Is he? Barnes
—Why, havin't you heard? He took French
leave from town last year, and now he has
been made o walk Epanish from the place ha
went to.—Boston Transeript. 3

City  Editor—What instruction 954 you giva
that new reporter when you assigned him to
that hanging? Assistant—I merely 1old bim pot
to make his story commonplace. Why? Ciy
Editor—TWell, be has tried to follow your or-
derw. For Instance, he speaks of the body fail-
ing “'with a sharp, invigorating thud,” —Philg.

deiphia Press,



