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A PROTEST WHICH PROTESTS TOO
MUCH.

The agitation In Northeastern Oregon
over the proposal to place the timbered
parts of the Blue Mountain range under
the “forest reserve" regulations pro=-
ceeds, possibly, from Jack of mutua) un-
derstanding between the amgents of the

* Interior Department and the people who

concegive thelr Interests to be menaced.
The fornfer have beem over-basty in
the recommendation of specific lines
Tor the propossd reserve, and the Jatter,
through alarm and irritation, have
fallen into” angry and radical opposi-
tion when a more Judiclous and reason-
able aititnde might better have served
all their legitimate interesta, Therefore,
through haste and folly on both aldes,
we have on hands not a ratlonal consid-
emtion of the matter at lasue, but a hot
flehit marked by much bitterness and
tending toward a political settlement,
If 1t be true, as the spokesmen for
Baker and Grant Counties declare, that
ilie reserve proposals cover a wide area
of scttled country, In which Important
industries are established; that it
threatens to destroy these indusiries
without accomplishing any compensat-
inggood 1o the country; that it has been
concelved in ald of a eeifish and sor-
did interest, and that it will harm rather
than help the permanent Interests of the
country, then a very great mistake has
been made; and If the facts ars suffi-
clent 1o =uslaln the charge, there is not
the slightest doubt that the Becretary of
the Interior will order such changes in
the project as will remedy its fauits
The whole purpose of the forest reserve
polley Is to help the country: and in
every instance where there has beon a
cantest the department has exhibited
not only a willingoness but & most com-
mendable anxiety to do the right thing.
The course of the protest, therefore,
ehiould have been, mot one of heated
opposition to the forest reserve polley,
but of civil demand for changes In the
lines of the special project in hand.
There is that in the radical terms of
the protest and in  its  hot-headed
anethod which sugmests that there Is
more behind it than appears on its face,
It is common knowledge that there are
factors in the contention In no wise re-
Jated to the public interest, but, on the
contrary, very devoted to private inter-
esta, oppoged to any poliey of conserv-
ing the forests of the Biue Mountaln
region which will stop their gainful
Projeota, There are loggers and mill-
unen whd care not what begomes of the
country after they shail be permitted to
rob it of lis timber; there are sheep and
cattle rangers who would giadly *“skin”
the country for their own profit; there
are land pirates who are anxious only
for immediate and perspnal advantage.
Of couree, zll stuch stand In-opposition
10 anythiog and everything which looka
1o congervation of the native resources
of the country, which through thelr
operations are rapidly being exploited.
And there are reagons to fear that some
‘part &t least of this furious energy of
protest has its springs in these private
and essentially viclous interesta .
“The Oregonlan does not contend fo
the particular echeme which has been
defined by the agents of the Interior
Department. It may be that the limits |
of the proposed reserve have been too
widely drawn; and It may be that some
rights which ought to be respected have
been unnecessarily and unwisely en-
croached upon jn this particular plan.
But to eoncede thls mueh is by no means
to condemn the whole project. ,If the
plan s In fact too wide, then the thing
to do s reasonably to amend It It
would seem that If the Baker and Grant

- County protest were prompted by right
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purpaee, it would take this couree; and
there i9 reason o suspect lis motllves
when It argues, not for 4 modified
moheme of reservation, but for a com-
plete overthrow of the whole project,
whith would leave the vandals free to
wreak thelr woret.

The argument for Government conser-
wation of the timber snd water of the
EBlue Mountain region Is not affected,

t, an the contrary, it is empbasized,
E the movement which seeks to defeat |
wny and ell projects of forest reserve,
for by this movement it 18 made mani-
feot thrt, as related to these Intereats,
the “coyotes are at the corral” Left
without protection. the Blue Mbuntalns
will Iiternlly be skinoed. The tress will
‘be 'out down and carried 10 the. East-
‘ern merket; the range will be eaten out;

d with the destruction of both forests
and grass roots the springs will go dry.
The precipitation of the Winter storts,
{nstend of belng held in storage for the
Bummer supply of the streams which

flow out of the mountaln spurs ‘will

yush down the bare mountain sides i
torrents and be .lost. The vivifylng
‘preastz of the mountains will dry up,

sud suffering generations of men will
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wonder ‘und grieve at the folly which
permitted this comdition to be brought
about.

Extension of the forest ressrve regy-
lations over the timbe reglons of the
Blue Mountains s, In judgment of
The Or=gonian, one of the very impor-
tant proposals of the time as related to
the permnnent interests of Oregon. The
special project: which has been defined
and which is now under consideration
may require revision; but It s founded
upan a sound prineiple of action, and, no
Jnatter how opposed, it ought mot to be
abandoned. Indeed, the very energy of
the epposition which it has called forth
is suggestive of motives for its enforce-
ment. :

o
UNSATISFACTORY CONTRACTS,

The declsion of Jﬂdgg Burnett as to
the strength of a hop contract preReqts
this kind of epeculation In a new light.
Whether or not the declsion will be sus-
tained by a higher court, It has served
to call the attention of numerous cheap
speculators on these lines to the fact
that loosely-drawn contracts, where the
consideration Is strictly nominal are In
thelr way two-edged swords In past
years, when the market went the other
Way, many of the contractors forfelted
the $1 that they bad pald for g few
thousand dollard’ worth of hops and
gracefully or disgracefully withdrew,
leaving the grower to dispose of his crop
2t a much lower figure than he had a
right to expect that he would recelve.
If this kind of 3 retreat from an obliga-
tion was right for the buyer, it I8 cer-
tainly rlght for the geller. To the un-
prejudiced observer, however, it Is not
epparent that the viclation of a contract
12 right In either case.’

It is frequently sald that if all men
were honest, courts and lawyers would
e obliged to go out of business. Cer-
taln it Is that much hop confract ltiga-
tlon would be saved If there was more
df a disposition among the parties In-
terested to be honest and llve up to
thelr contracts, even though they were
leser by the operation. If a man §s hon-
est in his dntentlons and has the finan-
clal stabllity tb make good on a con-
tract, the deposit of $1 should be just
as binding and safe In a transactign as
though it were §1000. If he Is dishopest
and has not safficlent financlal stand-
ing to assure the oarrying out of a con-
tract, he should never be permitted to
become a party to it. SBome pretty good
men have been In the busingss of hop
contracting in this state for a number of
yvearn, &nd they have not alwnys real-
Ized as handsomely on thelr contracts
as they are dolng this year. They have
met thelr losses In the past, however,
and it s hardly probable that the grow-
ers who have profiféed by thelr mistaken
judgment will begrudge them the profite
they are now making, much as the
growers may regret that they were so
unfortunate as to contract on a rising
market.

The methods of speculation followed
in the wheat pite of the country are sub-
Ject to mueh eriticlam, generally being
placed under the head of gambling, be-
cause the operation s to a considerable
extedt the gelling of ssmething which
the seller at the time does not possess.
The difference between the wheat oper-
ator who sells wheat which he does not
pogsesa, by mesns of A contract and
margin operation, and the hopgrower
who selis hop® not yet grown, by the
udvance contract method, is not very
grest.  As a gafe financlal procesding
whereln both buyer and ssller are pro-
tected agalnst the rascality, cupldity or
misfortune of eac® other, the compari-
gon 18 in favof of the wheat operator.
He buys wheat for December dellvery,
agreelng to pay a certain price per
bushel for it at that time, the seller,
ke the hopgrower, belleving that the
price offered will be all and perhaps
more than wheat 18 worth npex: De-
cember, The wheal buyer's confraet,
however, requires a depoelt of 2 margin
of 3 cents per bushel, and the moment
the market recedes to that extent he
must mage & further deposit to protect
the eecller, who has agreed to dellver
the wheat.

If hopgrowers are not satisfled to esll
thelr product at market prices when It
is ready for market, or llve up to their
contracts for advande sale, they will do
well to formulate a plan for operating
in “futures” by which both buyer and
scller can be protepted.

THE IMMIGRATION MOVEMENT.

The State of Iowa, from which some
of the moat desirable Immligration that
reaches the Paclfic Northwest |s drawn,
1s organizing anew its forces for getting
immigration from Europe. And we are
organizning anew our forces for drawing
Iowans to this Coast. In both cases it
is recognition of the restless vlement in
human nature and an effort to organize
and direct It rather than leave it to
rgn wild. It 18 better to invite those
whose presence here would be deslrable
and to take some pains to arouse thelr
lnterest in what we have that will be
to thelr advantage than to walt for the
inevitable overflow from the teeming
provinces of the Old World, Then we
would get what would be crowded out.
Now we, In a considerable mensure, ex-
ercise the power of cholce, by present-
ing our attractions among thoee whose
fayvor we court. The waves of European
immigration break upen the populous
Atlantic seaboard and roll lnland with
constantly decreasing energy. By the
time they cross the Misalssippl they are,
to & large extent, Americanized, and
compacatively iittle unassimilated citi-
zenship risee over the Rocky Mountains,
The Pacific Slope Is fortunate In that
8o efficlent a buffer or strainer stands
between its many attractions and the
large desires of European multitudes.
We are pretty well protected by law
againet any large movement of Orient-
als,

The annual report of the Commle-
sloner of Immigration shows that dur-
ing the past fiscal year 78 immigrants
arrived &t the port of Portland, and
that all but five, who were found 1o be
paupera, were admitted. During the
year preceding, but 33 Immigranty en-
tered at this port. At Port Townsend
2231 applied for sdmission and 28 were
rejected. At this port the preceding
year but 1658 Imgnlgrants landed. While
the great majority, practically all, of
the immigrants landing In Oregon apd
Washington were malee. it s & matter
worthy of note that out of 8870 who en-
tered at the pert of Honolulu during. the
last year 3%1 were fempales. This port
also showed a marked loncrease in the
number of {ts immligrants over the pre-
vious vear, when but 1774 were admit-
ted. Onmnly 27 of those appliyving at Hono-
Iulu were dented admission, and 26 of
these were laborers under contract.

Of all immigrants landing in the
United States jast year, 134 perma-
nently loecated o Oregon, 5907 in Wash-
ington and 88 in Alaska. Oregon's new
acquisition was comprised of 848 Scan-
digavians, 858 Germans, 181 Finns, 158
Japaness, 99 Chinese, 119 Itallans, etc.

Beandinavians, 814 @ermans, and
smaller numbers of Finns, Chinese, etc.
Those eettling. in Oregon Included In
thelr number 14 professional persons, 110
siilled laborers, 481 laborers, and 402
with no occcupation, -inetuding women
wod children. W ton had 26 g_-
Jfessfonal men, 703 d la g
laborerd and 1100 without occapation.
In Idaho were 2 professionals, 21 skilled
laborers, 93 laborers and §7 without oc-
cupsation. |
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CAREY LAW OUTGROWN,

A polnd made In our Washington dis-
patchies published *yesierday morning
ehould be kept in mind in all this Irrl-
gation agitation. Uader the Carey law
the Government gives the land to theé
state upon condition that it be reclaimed
to productivity. The Washington Gov-
ernment deals entirely with the smte
authorities In this matter. The state
arranges for reclamation as best {t may,
usually by’ contracting with men or
companies for the construction of irrl-
gation works. It might do the work it-
self, receiving the lend as lts pay, and it
could then do as it might choose with
the land, But It has not been deemed
expedient for the state to do thia It is
found moge sttisfactory to let the im-
provements out by contract, which, we
belleve, hes beep the universal prac-
tice undér the Carey act. Instead of
paying the contractor money from the
state treasury, he Is pald from =ale of
the land, and In order that he may be
secured against loss he i given a lien
sgalinst the land reclaimed for the cost
of reclamation. This llen establishes
ther selling price of the land, for It s
not réequired that more than the cost of
reclamation shall be pald for it.

It is to be obrerved that the condi-
tlon the gift to the state ls that the
Iand shall be reclaimed. 1t follows that
the plans for such reclamation must be
satisfactory to the Washington authoriy
ties—it Ia so0 specified in the law. Of
course, the state has no money for sur-
veys and preparation of plans, so that
work Is done by the contractors, and the
maps and drawings go forward for ap-
proval at Washington with the list of
lands to be segregated, This step comes
after the state gigne the coatract for
Irrigation. - At this stage three of the
four reclamation projects in Ogegon un-
der the Carey act mow halt. About
170,000 acres are embraced {n them, The
one that has passed the Interlor De-
partment covers less than 000 acres,

Another jnteresting feature of ghe
Carey act i8 that it opens a way; by
which “any person, company of per-
&ons, or associatlon,” as well as cor-
porations, may be protected in the re-
clamation of arid public land, If the
Carey act or the Oregon statute accept-
ing the donatlon under It should be
répealed there would be no provision
of Iaw under which a person of moder-
aAte means or 2 small assoclation of set-
tlers might be protected In the reclama-
tiom of desert land, except In 160-mafe
lota. Title 1o 160 acres will not warrant
the extensive operations necessary to
recinim most of the arid land of Ore-
gon. Repeal of the present law shouyld
be accompanied by a conservation of
thie admirable provision,

It may be remarked In passing that
the Carey act had Its birth in condl-
tlons that gave no protection to the
bullder of conalderable irrigation works.
1f one chose to Invest money getting
water to a wvacant district worthless
without irrigation, he would find before
the completion of hi= enterprise that the
landa under the ditches would be home-
steaded by people who would nelther
buy water mor bulld Independent works.
They biocked all progress. They were
speculatgra demanding to be bought out
by those who would use water and cul-
tivate the sofl. Men wiil not bury
money In reclamation works under such
conditions, and It was soon found that
they” would not be provided without
some assurance that the capital Invested
would receive o measure of protection.
Of course, it would not be good policy for
the Government directly to guarantee
anythiog in this direction, but it opened
a way by which reasonalile safeguards
could be thrown arcund these enter-
priees when it passed the Carey act au-
thorizing a llem upon the land reclaimed.
This is largely self-adjusting, for 4f the
Hen be too grest nobody will take the
lund, and 1t will e unproductive, and
there will be no money for the irrigation
Investment. Low-priced jand will be
qulckly taken and cultivated, and the
returns on the reclamation Investment
will be correspondingly quick and sat-
Isfactory.

The truth about the Carey law ap-
pears to be that it has been set aside
by the new growth of sentiment for
Government action in frrigation. It rep-
resented, In Ite passage, the theory,
sound enough al the time, that “the
arid Iands are the states.”  The Gov-
ernment was asked by the erazy Trans-
Mississippi Congress to improve the land
and’let the states own it. This was out
of the questlon. We must choose be-
tween Goverament ald with Government
ownershlp, or state ownership without
Government ald. The Carey law seemed
necessary because Federnl [rrigation
‘work was despaired of. But a few
short years have seen the rise of the
Federal frrigation movement and the
epactment of the Maxweill law. It now
becomes perfectly idle to suppose that
the Federsl Governmment will consent
to spend the proceeds of its land sales
In recleiming arid lands and let the
lands themselves be pargeled out and
administered under state ausplces. The
Maxwell era may be expected to put an
end to the Carev regime, and the best
that cecupants already in the field can
hope for Is to get falr treatment of thelr
vested rights.

The trustees of Tufts College have at
lengih'. been impressed with an Im-
portant idea—one that follows the plain
dictates of common sense—and with
true educational enterprise they pro-
ceeded to promulgate It as 2 rule of that
institution. The tlme has come, they
gay, “when old artificlal distinctions be-
tween students’ code of morals and that
which exists in the business and soclal
world should be denme away with." In
other w those manifestations of
undergradunte eplrite referred to by
eympathetic people of the “hoys will be
boys" order ae “pracks' and by those
of & sterner senese of justice as “rowdy-
ism." are discredited by the trustees of
this college as unmannerly, rude and
without excuse either In ethles or In
practice, Plalniy stated, a student who
stenls a sign, incites a riot or becomes a
rioter, deserves and should recelve the
same ptmishment that befalls a non-
scholastic mischief-breeder and perpe-
trator. These educational trustees,
myy the Pittsburg Dispaich, are to be,
0 tulated upon ha grasped an
idea that has long been evident to the
uncloietered common sense of the Na-
tion, edding: *“If. their .enlightenment

should progreas to the point of landing

[ washtagton scquired 9419 Japanese, ya98 ] _

workhouse, it wonld start the process
that would very quiekly convert the
undergraduate mind to law-ablding the-
oriea” The old threat or prophecy of
decline in attendance as the result of
this bold announcement hangs over
Tufts College, It Is with some Inter-
est and not a- lMttle saxtety that the
more thoughtful portion 'of the publie
await the issue. , '

The refent contract between the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and-the
Unlon Paclfic Rallreads, by virtue of
which the former lins gets to the Pa-
cific Coast on desirable terms, borrows
from & moderd practice among nations.
The St, Paul = to have-the use of Union
Pacific tracks on as favorable terms as
are enjoyed by the Chicage & North-
western or acy other rallroad. This s a
parallel of the “most-favored-nation”
clause In international treaties. More-
over, the new rallroad agreement la not
for any definlte period, but may be ter-
minated by either party on rea=onable
notice, And, a8 in International affalirs,
breach of this contract wounld probably
resuit in war. In fact, the avowed in-
tention and abllity of the St. Paul o
invade [nlon Pacific territory was what
brought about the arrangement by
which the latter road consented to Hao-
dle the'transedntinental business of the
former on satisfactory terms, The same
underlying motives and principles regu-
la!o):hman affairs from bottom to top.

The number of days’ work lost In
strikes in the coal lndustry during the
present year, as shown by Dr. David
L, Day In the annual volunpe Just issued
on the minéral resources of the United
States, s 20,000,000, This vast aggrega-
tion of {dle days represents an enormous
sum In wages loet, and a tremendous
asset In individual and domestic suffer-
ing. , Labor must reap a heavy reward
through the settlement or adjustment
now in progress If it comes out aven
on this vear's work. It= champlons,
however, assure the public that it has
gained substantially thereby, and point
confidently to the future for verifica-
tlon of its clalm. _ It may Indeed be
noped that this assurance I8 well fognd-
ed, slnce upon the prosperity of labor
depends the general advancement of the
country in the prime essentials, home-
bulldiog and good cltizenship,

-

“The definlte. abandonment by the
Southern Pacific cf.the attempt (o uee
oil as fuel for its l0Momatives = an im-
portant plece of news'” sagely an-
nounces the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.
Like many another plece of news that
has betn known to come from Seattle,
it would be Important if it were true,
But In the face of the official statement
from Southern Paclfig headquariers In
San Francisco to t effect that the
company saved $40,000 in September by
uee of oll fuel, and that cot only waa
there no Intention to abandom oll, but
coal-burning locomotives were to be
changed to ofl burners as fast as the
work could be done, the long and able
editorial based on the Post-Intelligen-
cer's exclusive news loszs something of
its avallability.

German profeseore are not llkely to
grow rich. Seven years ago 181 drew
salarics of $250 or less, 57 went as high
as §400, T4 up to $1000, 59 to $1500, and 27
10 $2000. There were 14 that obtained
belv‘ve;-h that sum and $2500+15 as high
as §4000, T up to $5000, and 4 above $5000.
It Is true that German professors are
nominally paild small salaries, but learn-
ing I® so highly respected that the Ger-
min professor belongs to a very high
social cirele, and at every opportunity
obtalns officlal recognition and appoint-
meng from the government. Further-

morp, living is cheaper than In America,’

and the German teacher ls not obliged
to indulge ln personal éxtravagance to
secure angd maintain firm standing In
the best of soviety,

Benator Spooper felicitates the Repub-
lican party because Ite skirts are clear
of the strike difficulty, Inasmuch as the
Administration
state llnes, Wonder what party the
Senator supposes s In power In Penpsyl-
vania.

John Mitehell,
Chlesigo Becond-Herakl,

Even those out of sympothy wihth the ob-
Jevts and polley of the United Minework-
ers' Unlon cannot withhold from 1ts presl-
dent, John Mitchell? admiratton for the
candor, patifnce and singlenoss of purposs
ue has displayed during the prolonged coul
strike. From the beginning he counseled
moderation in the making of demands, and
throughout he opposed anything Uke a re.
sort to wviolenge In enforcing thefm. He
first sought to obviate the calling of
strike by nugotiation, and has consistently
advocated arbltration for its settlement.
The miners overruled nis judgment In (e
claring the sirike, but throughout te con.
tinuance $hey -have neconded to his leader-
ship devoted and unfaltering support.

Although accused o certain quarters of
oll manner of mutlves and untrustworthi-
news In act and word, he hias bornd Accusd?-
tlons, misrepresentation and taunts with
euch fine control of his temjp<r as to win
the confidence of the public for himself
und the cause he represents. Seldom “in-
deed hns it happened thut a labhér leader's
reputation has been enhanced throuzh the
venduet of o great strike where the tomp-
tation to nktuse power seems frresistible.

Jobn Mitchell appears to have avolded
the rcek of personal ambitlon and self-
aggrandizement that has been the destruc-
tion of other lenders, and so he comes out
of this struggle iafinitely stronger In In-
fluence and reputdation than when reluct-
potly he cilled upon 140,00 mineworkers
to qult work.

Post Currency Needed.

8t. Louls Post-Dispatch.

The chject of the post check currency
Is to make the transmission of money in
small amounts casler and eoafer than at
present % the ense. Hilla of the small
denomloations would be lssued with a
blank space ¢n the face for the name of
the payee. The scheme also includes frac-
tional enrrency printed in the same way.
Instend of making a journey to the post-
office for & monky order, or Inclosing coin
in his letter, with the possibility of s
falling out or belng stolen, the ‘sender
of money under the new system merely
hue to take n bill from his pocket-boolk,
fiil It out and Incloge it, just ae If It Wwere
a bank check. A large number of the
leading manufacturers and business men
of the country are 1n favor of the new
form of currency. Its ervitlon would In-
jure no one, and would add to the, facill-
ties of trude for both: seller and buyer.
Congressmen shoyld be asked to sup-
port It \

“God Give Us Men!™
J. G. Holland, -
God give us men! A time lke this demands
Etrong hearts, great minde, true fatth and
ready hands— -
Men swhiom the lust for offico does not kill;
Men whom the sgoll of ‘office does not buy;
Men who possess~opinions and o will;
Men whn have . men_who Wwill not [le;
Men who can stahd befdre a demarogus,
‘And damn his treacherous fatterings with-
oul winking;
Pure men, sun-crowned, -who live above the
fox
io publis duty and la private thiaking.

is powerless to cross |

Every Heason for Succeasful Failr.

Heppner Times,

The directors of the Lawis and Clark
Fulr eroc now down to work fn earnest
and propose to make it an Exposition of
which Oregon may well f8e] proud. There
Is no reason why it cannot be made a
success, and the direclors seem de-
termined to make It such that It will be
a blg and permanent advertisement for
Oregon.

To Escape the Neferendum.
Forest Grove Times,

There !s a very strong probability now
that & specinl sesslon of the Lagialature
will be called soon. It will consist of
the member elected in June and hold-
overs, and will be called to act upon the
Lewls and Clark Exposition appropria-
tion, the Initlative and referendum
amsndment and the flat sdlary proposi-
tion. It is thought that the Exposition
appropriation may be held up by the
referendum amendment, and it is desired
to have it wcted on at once. so that If
appeal 1s taken to the people and the
firet appropriation ‘l& rejécted, another
may be made while the regular sesslon is
still in progress,

Flat Salaries and Iey Eyes.
Abany Democrat.

It is decldedly Interesting to observe
the manner In which Portland people
have come-to the front In faver of an ex-
trn session of the Legialature, now that
it s ascertained that it would be the most
effective way in which to secure a big
appropriation for the Lewis and Clark
Expoeition, regardless of thée enormous
tax that would be folsted upon the peo-
pla of the state. When It was only a
question of flat salary Pgrtland shrugged
her shoulders and looked on with fcy
eyes. But' now that there is something
ih sight for Portland herselfsshe sudden-
Iy becomes a cliamplon. Extra sessions
as 4 rule nre very unsatisfactory affalrs,
Instead of more legisiation It 1= not cer-
tain but It would be a good thing for the
country If therc wos less.

He Wil Act Soon.

Oregon Clity Enterprize.

It begins now to look very much as
though the Governor would be so impor-
tunod that he will convene thw Legjsia-
ture in extreordinary session before the
time for the regular session. It has all
along been consldered the wish of the
Governor to take such action, but he haz
dalayed the matter until such time that
a popular demand was made upon him,
This evidently is coming, and with such
force that the Executlve will act very
soon In the premises. There are, no
doubt, many public matters demanding
Leglsiatlve attentlon, which should be
taken “up at a time when they can be
acted upon entirely fpee from the entan-
glements always existing when a Ben-
atorial contest is on’ The demand for n
speclal session s made by the Taxpay-
ers’ League, of Portland, composed of
gome of the best cltizens of that city.

A Strictly Portland Affair.
Jefferson Review,

Wheén one remembers that a special
could not now be held before December
and that the regular session convengs
in January, it will be seen that this ar-
gument ls hardly tenable. As regards fiat
salaries, that i a matter which does not
worry the Mualtnomah County members a
little bit. They don't care a rap whether
the salaries are flat or erooked, so long
as they secure a 500,000 appropriation for
thelr Exposition, and they flgure that
there 1s a much better chance of securing
this at a special than 4 regular seasion,
The Review cannot see a single good
reason for calling a apecial session, while
thére are many reasons agninst it, one
of the strongest being the many thousand
dollars unnecessary expense, Governor
Geer poses @s a friend of the common
people. I he 1s slncere in hls asesrtions
of friendship he will not impose on the
taxpayers the additional burden of a spe-
clal sesston.

No Extra Sesslon Needed,
The Dalles Times-Mountalneer,

No matter when the Legislature s con-
vened, the Senatorinl problem is going to
have an influénce over that body. In the
organization of botlr Houses, who shall
Le Speaker and President will bring the
Senatorial contest Into prominence. 1
cannot be elminated. YWhile thare could
b no voto at & special sesalon, neverthe-
fess the Senatorial question would be dis-
cussed and made a basis for trade and
barter, therefore it would be the pre-
dominant feature. A law passed the mid.
Ale of Janvary providing the manner of
procedure under the amended constitution
wonld ‘be ns effectual as one passed In
November, llkewise an appropriation for
the Falr and the enactment of the Port-
land charter in January will answer all
purpeses and meet all emergencies
Therefore. there {8 no extragrdinary con-
ditlon arising to demand the calling of a
speclal seasion. The expense of 5000 or
0,00, which It would cost, {8 needless.
It would be a usciess burden on the peo-
pla,

Safety In Delay.
Cottnge Grove Leader.

If the sesslon ls to be called for the
purpcse of enacting the flat salary law
and completing the initlative dnd refer-
endum law, well and good: we favor It
But If, as recently hinted In The Ore-
gonian, it is for the purpose of plunging
into the pockets of taxpayers to get the

£ 000 for land, Lewis and
Cilark Falr before the peopls bave
time to think about what the

gtate ought to do for this enterprise, we
are “fornlnst” It. The people are not
vet ready to jump right into this Port-
land scheme, without tirst knowing scme-
thing about it, and how the money will be
used. Maybe the state ought to glve I,
and perhaps will cheerfully do so when
the proper time comes, but to trump up
an extra sesslon just now at the sollejta-
tlon of a few Falr directors, without first
giving the people a Mitle compensation
for this gift, In the way of reduction of
exorbitant official salaries, or give them
a fair shake In’the Initlative and refer-
endum safety-valve of publle expenditure,
i= asking too much of o long suffering
and heavily taxed people.” We belleve the
people wiil do the right thing, but we
know that politiclans cannot always be
relled on.

Frankly Expressed Opposition,
Satem Capital-Journal

In contrast with a lot of today news-
papers and politiclans, Hon. Jeft Myers
has the ¢ourage of his convictions, and
sava he Is opposed to a 300,00 appropria-
tlon, The Journal belleves that a reason-
able approprintion should be made, and
spread over about four years to pay the
taxes, In the meantime, there should be
changes in the laws, s0 a8 to put about
the same ameunt of money fn the treas-
ury that the Portinnd fellows proposs to
take out. The people have been corrupted
by graft politielons and newspapers that
#iand In for what little pickings they can
get from the political crib. But the time
has come for the axpayers to demand
rml sométhing be done besides levy, levy,
ovy more taxes, A single blow struck by
one publie man in this direction would
immortalizge the individual, and we de-
sire to thank the Hon. Jeff Myers for his
gane opinion. He has had experimmece with
eeveral expositions, and knows what they
nre worth, Would that more men had the
courage to cxpress their honest opinlons,
instead of eowecring before the edicts of
the Porlland bosses, who seem to think
nll they have to do Is ask for what they
want, and It will be handed out to them,
without any thought of returning a dollar
to the people. X

hThose who cannot read It belween

COST OF THE PANAMA CANAL,

Peter MacQueen In Leslie's Weekly.

At present the Idea (s to bulld 1 eanal
with locks, but I have no Idea that this
will ever be done, A sen-level canal is the
only one that will finally be feasible. The
tide at Panama iz 18 feet; the tide at
Colon |s 18 inches. When our engineers
get down Into the Culebrz cut they will
doubtless, very reasonably, report that
the locks and gates are great impedi-
menta. People here look upon a sea-level
canal as a foregane cofclusion, By sink-
Ing the Culebra cut 18 feet more than the
pressnt surveys cill for, this result can
be obtained. That means 0000000 at
one cilp. Befors we have mustersd the
problems of health. rain, wind anad tide,
mountain ecutting and lovel dredging, this
'l;’;.hmlnn ditch will probably cost 3500,000,.

The Colombian government is, another
question. I had several long conversa-
tiona with Dr. Mutls-Dérrand, the finest
product of Colombian civilization, an able
Jurist, and ex-Governor of the Province
of Panama. He oplnés that ail parties in
Colombla faver the ernal, and favoer giv-
ing America gll reasonable concessions,
But even this splendld, broad-gauge Col-
omblan statesman hesitates anbout phass.
ing over to wa the jurtsdiction of Panima

and Colon. Panama Clity Is = Spanish
community of 2500 Inhabltants—very
charming in gituation and romantic In

hlstory; but just ns unsanltiry as can
be. As my genlal friend, Captaln Ecers,
of the Panama Rallrond expressed i
“Between the heavy rains apd the buz-
zards, the streets of Panama are as clean
ae a whiatle.”

These, then, arve approximately some of
the difficulties involved In the construct-
ing of the canal:

First—lmmense problems in sanftation,

Becond—Great difficulties of climate W
be overcome.

Third—Critical diplomatic relitions with
the Colombian government, which can
only be overcome with great patlence and
toleration.

Fourth—The Inevitnble increase of ex-
pense above the original cetimates of cost,
The most careful financli] observers as-
sure me that the cost of this undertak-
Ing, with the expenses attached to lis
operation, will be to our Government
about $L.000,000 a year, while the tarll¥s
resulting from the world’'s trade will, on
the same eatimate, give us only ¥7.006,000,
thus leaving 1 deficlt of §35,000,000 & year.

Where Does Wilson Stand?

Spokane Spokesman-Review.

There are four avowed Senatorial can-
didates In this state, and three of them
have declared thelr views on the rallway
commisslon question. Senator Turner,
Demoperat, Is for an appointive commis-
slon, ns also s Harald Preston, of Seatile,
Mr. Ankeny, of Walla Walla, declares his
opposition to a commission. The fourth
candidate, John L. Wilson, remalns silent,
His newspaper. the Seattle Poat-Intelil-
gencer, has repentedly asserted Its oppo-
sition to ihe commission plan of Qovernar
MeBride, but Wilson himself avolids all
publie declaration.

Why this continued silence? Has he
made secret pledges to the rallroad man-
agers, and s he remaining mum to de-
ceive the people? These are timely ques-
tions, and the voters have a right to ask
them.

First, because they have & right to
know the views of every candidate on
questions of publle interest and Impor-
tance: and more eapecially of candldates
for Congreasional and Legislntive places.
Otherwise representiative  government
would become A sham and a delusion.

Becond, because the Republican Legis.
Intive candidates atand pledged o vote for
Wilzan for the Senate, Thelr Instructiona
bind them to continue to wvote for him so
long as one member of the delegation
stands by his slde. Nothing short of tha
unanimous consent of the delegation can
release them from thilg bond

WV vote for a Republican Leglelative
candidate will, therefore; be a vote for
Wilson. But with Wilson silent an the
railroad question, no voter can know
whether hils vote will be cast for the com-
mission or agalnst it. Only one thing s
certain—that one side of the ather wiil be
decelved. Elther Wilson will fimflam the
friends and supporters of Governor Me-
Bride or he will double cross the ralircad
Interests.

David B, AIl's Soclalian.
Harper's Weekly,

Of what avall was it to ignore the dema-
gogic platforms framed at Chicago and at
Knnaas unid serupulously to avold
the utterance of Mr. Bryan's pame, If the
Democratic stato convention of New York
s¥as to advocate an innovation Incompar-
ably more subversive of Indisvidual rightas
and of the soclal structure reared thereon
than cny which Mr. Bryun has propound-
ed? Of what avall was It to condemn the
constliutional amendment recommended
by Mr. Roosevelt if In the same breath
the democratic stete convention of New
York was to advocate an even more dun-
gerous Invasion of state rights? We sy
more dungeraus because, while Mr. Hoose-
velt has propored to give the Faderal
Government powers of control over the
within-state husiness of corporntions equal
and concurrent with the powers already
exercisedl by the states, Mr. HIll has gone
much furth®r and has proposed to give
the Faderal Government what no state
has yet dreamed of acquiring—that is to
say, the exclusive ovmership and explojta-
tlon of commodities hitherto reserved for
individuals. By bls revalutiopary pro-
posal Mr. Hill may possibly gain & handful
of Boelallst vutes In the Chty of New
York, but he ought to lose the vote of
every old-fashloned Democrat {n the stale
who belleves In the Jelfersoninn dodirine
of state rights, ard who pees that the
printipie of the Individual ownership ahd
use of property lles at the core of our
civilization.

A Danish Raflway Incldent.
New York Times,

Along the state ratflway In Denmark
thundered the expross. The binds censed
singing as It passed, and the cows cow-
ered in the long granas with aglitated
horns. Calm and unmoved the gallant
stoker stood beslde the driver and gazed
abead, Suddenly, his cheek blanched,
and he peipted with trembling flngor
down the line. The driver gasped. There
wis no possibiity of stopping the train,

donger squiitted serenely
a little chee-1ld!

Reallzing the situatiop in the lightning
passage of A Single second, the gallant
stoker grasped the driver's hand In cter-
nal farewell, and then, with a brief but
soulful thought of hia wife and three
tender balrns (for which forglve him), he
took a fiying leap from the engine and
dropped upon hia foet. Gathering himself
up, the noble fellow began Immediately
to run. and 'n & minute shot ahead of
the engine, scized hold of the child and
dragged It from danger just as the ex-
press “thundered” vehemently by. This
i8 a true story, and the stoker has been
promoted.

upon the track

The Younger Tragedy,
Minneapolls Tribune.

Human justice was willlng to say that
the men caught in the tols in this state |
should go free after n quarter of a cen-
tury of expiation behind prison walle—
but what dots the higher power say? It
answers: In its own way and in it own
tims. Who e¢an fathom the atings of re-
morse that drove the sulcide first to mad.
nese and then to self-destruction? “The
mills of the gods grind slowly. but they
grind éxdeeding fine." Here was a young
man gifted by nature with more than
ordinary abllity and more than ordinary
nerve. It 1s quite probable that he might
have made his mark in any legitimate
ecalling. But he fell Into evil courses !n
his early youth. What were his tempta-
tions, what the palllatfon of his offenses,
if any., man cannot judge, The laws nnd
institutlons of men did award him a rcer-
tain measure of punishment, but Nemesis
sald It was oot enough, and Nemesis
added her grim finale to the tale. Is there
any lesson to youth In the tragle story?

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Open Sundiy: blue Monday.
Are ‘cabls cars l-;t- machines?

The Chinese quarter Is nqw orgamized
&s Sing. Whaop Tong.
——

President Kilner says he will not rétire.
Well, where s he, anyway?

Slot machines are not a gambling de-
vice. There !s no element of chance.

To be late for dr.;;rl: a social crime;
to be iate for theater s social distine-
tlon.

*The Wife"” follows “Friends” at & local
theater, Who says the stage is cor-
rupt?

England is denying Ireland arms. It I
presumed that Irish tonguea can never
be stooped.

Cooks and Winter clothes is hereby an-
nounced as the subject for conversation
at tonight's concert.

Mr, Lord says Rev. Mr. Blickburn is
all right. It s to be hoped this will cast
no syapicion on the minister.

If the submirine boat soon to be tested
In San Franclsco proves suceessful, Call-
fornia politics will be more Inscrutable
than ever.

The woman talking loudest tonight dar-
Ing the soft passages will be presented
wich a silver-mounted megaphone. No
entrits after 10 o'clock,

For convenlence of classification, the
names of people Injured on the streeta
may be laft hoenceforward at all drug
stores. The killed must be removed with-
In X minutes and the Coroner notified.

During the recent lliness of her vener-
able husband, Mrs. Ruesell Sage had a
most strenuous time keeplng him  at
home. Mr. Sage has an dea apparantly
that he can keep young by not glving
himself time to get old. Mra. Sage does
not see (t that waiy, but-she declares ahe
had her hands full keeping the aged
financier quiet for p few days.

John Sargent, the American artist, be-
yond doubt the greatest portrait painter
in the world, Is going to Philadelphia this
Winter to palnt a portralt of Willlam L.
Elkins. The one he made of P. A. B
Widener. another Philadeiphian, is a great
success, Mr. Bargent speaks German,
French, Itallan and Spanish, and is besides
a fine musician, his improvisations on the
plano bhaving won the praise of Madame
Calve and the late 8ir Arthur Bulllvan.

Nikols Tesla, the student of electricity,
was drawn for jury duty in New York
City, but was excused from service be-
cause he Is opposed to capital punishment
and could not agree to o verdiet of gulity
when by so doing he would endanger &
prisoner's life. Mr. Tesla does not agree
with those who would return a verdict of
gullty in 8 murder case while disbellev-
Ing In the death penalty, holding that they
are not responsible for the law as It stands,

“Bfll" Pritz, most famous of moonshin-
ers. in the mountains of Western Penn-
sylvanin, has decided (o g0 on the vaude-
viile stage. having for vears defled Gov-
ernment officers who endeavored to break
up his businesa. Far a long time he and
a gang under his control made moonshina
whisky In the Laurel Mountains, but
finally he was wounded and caplured In &
ratdl. His term !n jall has now beén com-
pletgd, and for o time he proposes to earn
sor!e money a8 a public attraction.

Gonernl Dewst, the sturdy Boer leader,
carried his Independence with him to Lon-
don and showed It in marked fashion dur-
Ing Nis Interview with Colonlal Secretary
Chamberiain, The latter addressed him as
“)Mr. Dewet,” whereupon the warrlor from
South Afrien corrected him by maying
“General Dewet.” Almost immediately
afterward Mr. Chamberiain repeated the
“3r.”* and Dewet sald sternly, “General
or nothing.’” Then the suave Chamberiain
followed lLord Kitchener's example and
recognized the military status of his vis-
itor,

A newspaper man, It 1= sald, wrote re-
cently to a New York advertisers’ maga-
zine, urking how much he ought to charge
for space In hlas paper. In a few days
the reply came. It was: “Chargs all you
can get.” This recalls the venerabls story
of the country editor who wrote to all
his subscribers asking them for advice as
ta how to yun his paper. He recelved
many replies, gome shori, most long. Only
one man gave the editor really valuable
counsel. This wise man sent In his reply
on & poetal card. It read: ""Run it as you
d—n please."”

A Democratle canvaasser called at the
house of Sumn B Anthony, in Rbcheater,
N. Y., amd, referring to the list which he
earrlied, asked if “8. B. Anthony™ hap-
péged to be u Demoerat. He was gravely
answered In the affirmative. A few days
later Miss Anthony recelved a postal urg-
Ing “S. B. Anthony™ to register. The vet-
ernn female suffragist sent the Democratie
committee n letter in which she said: “In
reapon=e to a potice of this kind In 1572
I did register, and Iater I voted. For this
I wag arrested, Aned §100 and sent to fnfl.
You will excuse me if [ decline to repeat
thils experfence.”

and there In exquisite Innocence of Its |

tpe,

lUnes must 'be bilnd Indeed.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

“1 am told that Mr. Perkasis has proposed to
Miss Tenspot,'' sald Miss Froocka. ““Elaction
bet T aske! Miss Bunting.—Harper's Bazar.

“Why Is she mad at Bim?" “He dldn’t pre-
tend when she Introduced him to her son that
he could hardly believe she was oid enough to
be the boy's mother.” —Chicagoe Record-Herald,

Mry. Justwed (house-hunting)—Oh! Charlle,
herw's the lovellest little linen closet.’ Janitor
(nterrupting)—Dat ain’t no linen closst: dat's
de dining-reom.—Dwetroit Free Fress

Mre. Dearborn—Hare you a spenking ac-
quaintance with that woman Dext deor? M
Wabash—A speaking acqualntan=+? 1 knew
hir s well that we Jdon't spoak at all—
Yonkern Sintesyman.

The musicinn waas talking, and the real astate
ngent was burled in thought. “It's & symphony
In A-flat’" expiained the munician. “First or
gerond fucr”’ asked the real estats agent.—
Chicsgn Evening. Post

[ mes that at a Loulsiana wedding six per-
gons were kKilied.”" T wonder if thin can be one
of those quiet home weddings that the wmociety
reporters are so frequently call wpon to de-
porite. ' —(Meveland Pialn Dealer,

Customer—I think you should begin to charge
me half price, Shears, there's so little to cut
now. Barber—{liher way on, wsir. I fancy.
We ought to charge double. Look at the
trouble 1 have to find it —Punch.

Wabasti—1 wonder what makea old Gotrox
dress so shabblly? Monroe—-His pride. my bay.
Wabash—Why, how's that? Monroa—He's
afraid his customers will mistake him for one
of his clerks.—Chivage Daily News

Miss Gushington—Mr. D'Aubsr will showing
us some of his sketches in efl. | think his
style s Just cute, don’t you? Mr. Knox—-Oh, I
wouldn't say “‘eute” exactly. Miss Guahington
—No? Mr, Knox—No, 1 should say “artiens, ' —
Philadeiphin Pres—

“How do you like the nsw butler™ asked
Mrs Cumrox. “'1 guess he's all right.” an-
swored her husband, “If be makes other pec-
ple feel an small as he does me, 1 guess there
won't be a0y doobt sbout cur guests being duly
sensible of our general superfority.” —Washing-
ton Star.



