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NOT FOR A FOOTBALL.

The original concentlon of n apacinl
Lagislative sssslon was not based upon
the exigencies of the Lewls and Clark
Centennial. That enterprise is an after-
thought. As the weather Is balmy. and
OWing also to the near approach of the
biessed holiday season, let us not specify
who wanted the ssecial sesslon, or what
they wanted It for. Let us almply put
on precord, without opprobrivm or paln-
ful ciroumstantinlity, the fact that the
rpecial eesslon has beeome a thing of
porient simply and solely becauss |t
has gaioed the adventitivus ald of per-
eons of welght and sincerity in the com-
munlty, such as ex-Senator Corbett and
the members of the Taxpayers' League.

But if this session i= to be called, its
seteneible purposs must become 1ts real
purposs. It must go mt the wobk cut
sut for it In the Governor's call, do it
und disperse. Unpalatabie ns the thing
=, It comes more tangibly than in idle
rumar that purposes are entertalned
toward the epecial session and toward
the Lewis and Clark Centennial, other
then those of straighiforward discharge
of the mtate's business. This Jdea must
be abandoned once for all. It will be
mongtrous for the Important publie in-
teresls at stake 10 be offered up a pac-
rifice on the altar of peanut politics and
peraqial or partlsan schemes, The
state’s honor and credit are above party,
end the Centennial exhibition must be
rbove Jogrelling and individual ambi-
tions.

Extra session or no extra sesslon, this
greatl celebration of Oregon's carly be-
ginninge must not be made the foothall
of any unworthy aim. The expedition
We are (0o commemorate was the darling
project of Thomas Jefferson, one of the
greatest of Presidents, It was made by
men whoe stand in the front rank of our
hevole and Intrepid American pathfind-
ers. The Centennlal is to celebrate nnt”
only their prowess, but the patient hero-
lom &nd devoted fidelity of the Qregon
ploneers of sacred memory, who con-
quered Lthis great reglon for the cross
a9 well ae the eagie and brought Bibles
20l echools along with ax and musket,
The historic meéaning of the cejebration
overshadows {ts every other aspect, and
those patriotlc memories have conse-
eréted the millions which rich and poor
allke i every corner of the state have
dedleated to s observance.

There will not be room enough In Ore-
gon's political life hersafter for any
man who g&ts =0 mean a store by the
Oregon Centenary as to seek to utilize
28 hernic memories and the present
aacrifices of it supporters for his per-
monal and  political aggrandizement.
The pride of the state In lts past, em-
blazoned in history; in ite present, proud
with achlevement: and in its future, big
with every promise. is oot to be in-
sulted with Impunity. If the special
msesslon 1s 10 be called, and then If 1t |=
conducted on' the high plane of eclvie
honor and consclenilousness which ac-
tuated thos: who created the Lewls and

lark expedition and those who have
made sacrifices to commemorate |t,
there i no reasom why it may not be
both wise and beneficent.

But If It Is to be perveried, through
deslgn or mere carelessness, to un-
worthy purposes, then it would a thou-
mnd times better never be ecalled:
The special e=slwmmn iz advoented by men
who thus testify thelr confidence In the
lofty purposes of the members of the
Legisiature. They have put the Centen-
nial above politics, and they trust the
Legislature to do the same. It wil] cast
an Indeliblc stain on the state and on
the members If this confidence should
prove to be misplaced.

Récent remarks respecting irrigation
projects in Central Oregon appear to
have created an ‘active, not to |y pPaS.
#onate, agitation on the part of certaln
explolters under the Carey law. BSoftly,
gentlemen; The Oregonlen 18 not sesx-
fng small game—or any game. In =
far ns it has dealt with thie matter It
has merely mught to bring publie at-
tention certaln operations now in
progress, to the end that the state and
the inferesss of {te development mAay not
be Joser undér echemes concelved for
ppeculation In lands and water righta
It fears thai the operationa legal
enough possitdyy In a technical senee, of
Mr. C. 3. Tdleman and others equally
gminent as caplializie and engineers,
will be the means of diverting elsewhere
a large share of the Natlonal fund
which, but for these operations, might
be expended here, It has doubis—
prejudices, possibiy—against schemes
dealing with state lands, baeed upon
years of kng-suffering observation in
popnecotlon with rallroad, wagon road,
miltiary road, swamp land and other
Bistoric grabe and joba. It would like
the authoritiea, both at Salem and at
Washington, to take & long and careful
ook into thess wholesale operstions st
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Deschutes and Malheur before permit-
ting them to go ahead. For, smomehow,
when The Oregonian sees men who have
nn clalms to engineering knowledge and
wha are notoriously without capital
moving In great schemes of land *“‘de-
velopment.,” it can butr fear that the
state has lttle to gain from their op-
erations, and that in their end it ia
likely to be no better off than before,
e ———— — - —

WHAT DENMARK WANTS,

The Upper Houee of the Danish Par-
lHlament has rejecled the treaty ceding
the Danish West Indles to the United
Siates, desplte the fact that our Gov-
erament has been reported to have
glven a written promise to the Danish
Premier that there would be free trade
beiween the 1nited States and
islands after the eession had been made,
The treaty Itself did not stipulate for
free trade, leaving all such mattera to
Congresa. However, Congress was quite
certain to have confirmed this pledge
given the Danes by our Government,
because the islgnds are very small and
#0 Irsignificant in a commercial view
that there would have been no opposi-
tlon to extending to them the same
trade privileges now granted to Porta
Rico, which adjoins them. The United
States wished to acquire these [lttle
islands for a naval and coaling station
in the Caribbean Bea. When the tranz-
iathmian eanal is built we shall need
such a stronghold.

Secretary Seward, under President
Johmson, In 1867 negotiated for the
isiands of St. Thomas and St. John, but
the Senate ultimately relected the
treaty.  Ia April, 1885, Senator Lodge
introduced a bill asking Congress to
appropriate $5,000,000 for the purchase
of these islands. The Spanlsh War sud-
denly Ihterrupted the megdtiations. Af-
ter the war the negotiations were re-
sumed and the trealy was framed
which has just been rejected. Den-
mark’s leading officials consented to the
ireaty because 8t. Croix was an expen-
sive Juxury, with ils yearly- defleft,
which had to be made good by the home
Bovernment. But the upper classes in
Denmark stocd out agalost the sale,
The opposition to the sale favor o sub-
stitute treaty whoss conditions are re-
ported to be as follows: That Denmark
shall cede to the United States elther
SL Thomas or St John, both of which
islands have excellent harbors; that
ghe rhall guarsantee never to sell the
other islands to any other power what-
soever, excepl the Ualted States of
America; that the United States shall,
in return, arrange tariff concesslons to
SL Crolx, No money would change
handsa

Denmark would gladly part with one
of her islanda for the benefit accrulng
to the most Important, commercially,
of the group, 81, Croix, and the United
States would galn the only advantage
she wants, viz, the fine harbor and
naval statlon of either St. John or St
Thomae, It & sald that Denmark would
be entirely satisfied with this sottle-
ment, and would ke thise quast alli-
ance with the United States. In case
Denmark retalned two of her lalands,
ehe would establish & fine steamshilp
service to the West Indles,

In our judgment, this subsiitute
treaty which the Danes have in mind
is better for the interests of the Unlted
States than the treaty that has just
been rejected, We should never think
of purchasing the Danish West Indies
but to obtaln a fine harbor and slie for
& permanent naval station. The ces-
slon of Bt Thomae or St. John, with the
pledge never to rell the other islands to
any power but the United SBiates, is a
far better bargain than to buy three
lelands when we only need one, and
St. Croix is of no value to us commen-
gurate with the cost of its purchase and
Bovernment, We have all the sugar
plantations we can afford (o culilvate
in Porto Rlco. Denmark naturaliy docs
not want to part with all the islands it
she can help It, and we really need to
dcquire but one of them. For the cession
of Bt. Thomas without payment of a
dollar we could afford to make trade
concesslons to 8t. Croix that would en-
able her to get upon her feset and make
her revenue equal her expenditures

INFINITE BENEFICENCE.

There is release from all our troubles,
according to Governor McBride, in a
good rallroad commission. And to prove
his triumphamt assertion he has called
for “experiences” from the executives
of numerous states, The verdlet of this
symposium is that the rallroad com-
missions of Georgla, Iliinols,” Minne-
eota, Texas, South Carolina, North
Caroling, Missourl, New Hampshire,
Maine and Iown have dome good, But
more than all this, “It has helped Kan-
sap” Words fall properly to appraise
such henefleence, \

It seema’that the raliroad commissions
have prevented unjust discrimination,
have corrected abuses, Increased prog-
perity, bullt up small Industries, and
(legitimately, 1et us hope) added materi-
ally to the population. Through the
arduous Jabors of thess expert commis-
sloners, jealousy between towns has
beenn allayed, municipalitles dwell in
peace one with another, the poor man
is equal to his wealthy fellow—in =
word, Governor McBride has found the
panacea whose perfect working will
result In the millennium.

Yet to the thoughtful observer It
szems that there Is a broader and un-
touched field. That the death rate has
bern lowered by a potent rallway com-
misdon Is progress, but we feel stil] a
necessily, a pinch, as It were, of the
shoe of Fete. Can the rallroad com-
missicns of our glorlous land not make
this genéral subsidence In the tide of
mortality a matter of shrewd distine-
tlon? Must the unjust and the just stil]
find death Impartial? Enthuslssm fires
&t the glowing plcture of fancy.

The assertion alse comes from the
mouth of the Governor of our nelghbor-
ing state that nothing would so com-
tribute to the growth of Washington as
a proper raliroad poliey. He quotes au-
thorities jnnumerable, and |t sweme
bright with reallty until the gquestion
oomes; What have the states without
commissiona of this rort been doing for
a living? How comes It that the mount-
Ing sun still sees happy faces in Ore-
gon? Can it be the foreshadowing of
Washington's policy that keeps death,
and faliing off In the birth rate, and
increase In the déath jis!, from afMict-
ing us into obsolescence? Or have we
besn blindly walking where "twere dan-
gerous to do else than creep?

Such are the dark queestions that do
cloud the mind deep In contemplation
of the tremeadous beneflcence of the
raliroed commieslone. Yet these mins-
mas of the night of doubt take wings
and Sap heavily away; fear becomes
Joyiul assurznce; eyea blinded by seln-
tiliating proofs open upon fair futures:
multiplying population, Immortality
and the milleomium itself will merely

manifold present prosperity sttalned

the

tellcity. is tempted to belleve that
the rallroad commiésions of Oregon and
Califoraia must have exloted omly In
dreame,

e

VALUVE OF MILLING IXDUSTRY.

Bixty-eight cents was pald yesterday
for Walla Waila whent for miiling pur-
poaes, & premlum of more than 3 cente
per burhel over the actual export vaiue
of the cereal for shipplng purposes. This
is n differential which has seidom
reached such proportions, even late In
the season, when the crop is pretty well
cleaned out, With the heavy shipplng
season pot yet fairly under way, it Is
something remarkable and l= a high
tribute to .the value of the milling in-
dustry to the country. The exporters,
owing o the keen competition of the
businesa in the Pacific Norih'west, have
bkeen paying top-noteh values, based on
the European market, and that they are
unuble to go as high as the millers is
due to the fact that the Iatter dre ln &
poeition 1o secure the lant farthing of
profit that Is to be made |n handling the
wheat. There ls an excellent demand
for all kinds of mill feed at high pricen,
and the fiour business with the Orient
iz better than it has been at any time
in the past flve years.

Thia conditlon of affalre Is a fore-
runner of & great change that ls comihg
in the wheat trade in the Paclfic North-
west, The flour trade has increased so
muel more rapldly than the wheat pro-
duction In the past dozen years that 1t 1s
only 4 quesilon of A few years untll the
greéater portlon of the & rtable sur-
plus of wheat from Oregon, Washington
and Idaho will go forward as flour. It
has been less than twenty-five years
since the entire wheat surplus of the
three states was in ordlnary neasons less
than 10,000.000 bushein, and yet for the
past two yeara the flour trade of these
slateg has taken up over 10,000,000 bush-
elsof wheat, and is now increasing more
rapldly than ever before. The lowoest
grade of flour that has been made In
the Northwest requires 260 pounds of
wheal to produce a barrel of 19 pounds,
and for the standard and fancy grades
& much greatér quantity ls needed.
This showe a saving in frelght alore of
20 per cent in shipping the manufae-
tured product instead of the raw ma-
teriel.

It ismot in this reepect that the great-
est beneflts of the milling buniness are
noticeable, but all of the expenditure
nacessary In the manufacture of the
flour aseiste In helping local trade. The
blg force of men employed in the large
number of milis throughout the North-
west spend thelr money In this country,
and the Northwest s a distinct galner
by the curtallment of whesat shipmentsd
when a relative galn is shown In the
size of the flour exporta. A few years
ago some difficulty was experienced In
finding a profitable market for miil
feed, but this drawback to the trade
has been ellminsated for all time by the
wonderful growth of the dalry business
The increase In population and widen-
ing demand for milk, butter and cheese
have opened a fleld for disposing of all
of the mill offal that can be produced,
and the demand is almost certaln te
keep pace with the inereased output of
the milla,

A very Important factor in the present
blg demand for flour from the Pacific
Northwest §s the drouth In Australia.
This hae been the means of opening the
markets of Africa to North Pacific mill-
ers, and it has also had some effect on
the demand from the Orlent, Australian
wheat and flour In good years finding Its
way into certain portions of the Orient
to the disadvan(age of the Oregon and
Washington grades, The drouth has
hung over the Antipodes go long that it
has pronounced the doom of Ausiralin
as a factor In the wheat and flour trade
of the world, and the famins-stricken
wheatgrowers have abandoned
flelds never to return, This will insure
& continuation of the trade to which we
have fallen heir by our locatiom and
abllity to dellver the flour to better ad-
vantage than It can be secured from
vother port& Aside from this, the mar-
ket Is belng widened by persistent ef-
fort on the part of the millers, who have
their representatives in every part of
the globe where there §s a possibility for
the trade to be Increased or for the de-
velopment of new _t_lelds.

DEFECTIVE EYESIGHT,

The Medical Record speculates some-
what gloomlly upon the possible effects
of uaderground street rallway traffic
upon the eyes of the traveling public.
If it be true, says this journal, that
dust is a prominent factor in causlng
defective vislon, and that travel under-
ground s injurious to the eyesight, then
the outlook for the inhabitants of New
York ls the reverse of hopeful, adding:
“Dust we have with us now, and in
enormous quantities, and soon we shall
have the underground. It may be ex-
pected, then, that In the course of a few
yeare the man or woman who does not
wear glasses In New York will be the
exoeption rather than the rule”

The writer goes on, however, mitigat-
ing somewhat the shadows of this pic-
ture by suggesting that possibly the
hurtful influence of dust upon the sve-
sight has been exaggerated by an Eng-
lish theorist who lately published an
opinion upon that subject, while as te
travellng underground It s stated that
as Jong as the tunnels are kepr free
from smoke and are well ventliated
there should be no reason to apprehend
that this mode of transit, remdered Im-
perative by the growing traffle of &
great clty, will be a menace to eyesight.

Falling eyesight, or defectlve vislon,
is & depiorable but seemingly unravald-
able feature of advanced clvillzation.
It is one of the prices exactad for living
under modern conditions. Gas and elec-
trie light are prime elements o defect-
ive vislon, and the hurry and strain of
modern life add thelr quota to the gen-
eral resuit. The father reads his morn-
Ing or evening paper on the flying elec-
tric car, or In the atmoephere of his
office, which i blue with tobacco smoke.
His young children peer through glasses
over thelr lessons at school, partly, no
doubt, in conssquence thereof.

A magazine writer severa]l years ago
told of a community In an Isolated
mountaln reglon of the South, the mem-
bers of which, from causes common to
all—intermarriage, the use of slgns in
commuricating with each other, and
the general dead level of isolation—
were almost univérsally and entirely
deaf. It will be a sad commentary, in-
deed, upon modern lotelligence, 8o quick
and ready in applylng sclence to the
prevention and cure of disease, {f within
it= .centers of activity as represented
by great clitles of the land a purblind
communlty 1s developed to a degree
that a person, young, middle-aged or
old, who possesses normal eyesight will
be the exception rather than the rule
Hetween the excees of allence and Iso-
lation that produces stolidity, and with

thelr-

dulled and dimmed by time,
—_—

The New York Evenlng Post recently
makéd all the Senators and Representa-
tives for thelr views on pending trum
and tariff issucs. Only 79 of the 444 re-
sponded, but, €o far as these replies can
be accepted an represcoting the average
of opinion, the results are interesting.
Of those replying, 63 belleve that the
powers of Congress in dealing with cor-
porations have not been exhausied by
the Sherman antl-trust act, and 11 are
of the contrary opinton. Twenty-three
Repubilcans and 16 Democrate zre In
favor of a Constitutional amendment
to give Congress additlonal power to
control corporatione, Five Republicans
and thirty-two Democrats are opposed
to that polley. Thirteen Republicans
and forty-nine Demoernte are in favor
of the reduction or repeal of import du-
ties on articles whore production 19 con-
trolled by manopoliea Fourteen Repub-
licans and no Democrate are opposed
to that policy. Feventeen Repubicans
and six Democrats are in favor of a
commission to revise the tariff. Eleven
Republicens and thirty-seven Demo-
orats are on the opposite plde. Finaily,
tin Republicans and twenty-one Demo-
crats are & favor of the pending reel-
proeity treaty with France. Only six
Republicans and four Democrats are on
the other side. These returns would In-
dlcate that on none of the=e important
questions are party lines strictly drawn,
but that this ip a perlod In which opin-
ion Io erystallizing. Unfortunately, s
certain proportion of those who have
thus clearly mede known thelr views
will be influenced In thelr final actlon
leas by the merits of themss questlons
than by the dictates of their party man-
agers,

The Germans are masters of the un-
couth grt of caricathre. ring the
Boer War the comlie journals of the
great cltles of the emplire vied wih each
other in the production of cartoons of
the British court, Princes and soldlery,
not sparing oven the ssvereign, These
cartoons, when reproduced in London,
caused much hostillty toward the Ger-
man press and people, the effect of
which is atill apparent in the attitude of
the Eidglish people toward German In-
fluence and the remote possibllity of
4 German alllance. The power of the
pen has long been conceded; that of the
pencll, when used in caricature, Is even
more pronounced in its Influence upon
the masses, and when the “sharp pen
backs up the pencll’s length' the offense
Is one that ig hard to forgive.

It is slgmificant, perhaps, that the
New York Journal of Commerce, which
has beonn pralsing Secretary Shaw's
every act in ald of the money market,
now calls a halt. It says: “There {s
nothing in the present condition of busi-
ness 0 make exceptional measures of
rellef by the Treasury neceseary. The
interests which have been pressing for
bond purchages are chiefly speculative,
and the effect of these purchases will he
to protract the bhoom in the market, The
act, which Is financlally superfluous, s
politically Inexpedient. Of the bonds
which the Secretary offered to buy last
month, less than $20,000,000 were out-
standing, but af the bonds for which he
now offers more than the asking price
there are putstanding about $185,000,000.*

E. W, Parker, editor of the Engineer-
ing and Micing Journal, who was piaced
by the President upon the Strike Com-
miesion, {8 reported to have been hith-
erto a strong partisan of the mineown-
era. His journal at the outeet of the
sirike declared that there was not the
alightes: excuss for the strike at the
present time, and that the Mineworkers'
Unlon was Incurring grave responsibili-
tles in undertaking one. As late as Qc-
tober 11 the Engineering and Mining
Journal commended the course of the
rallrond presidents In refusing to have
gnything to do with the Miners' Uniog.
This was following the fallure of the
conference before President Roosevelt
at Washington.

The statement that the crowded con-
dition of the United States prison at
MeNeill's Island has been relleved by
sending nineteen prisoners to San
Quentin will be gratifying to those who
remember the outbreak at the former
prison some monthe ago, and the unsafe
condition of the prison as discclosed by
that event. An overcrowded prison Is
an abomination and a disgrace to elv-
ilization, and doubly =m0 when main-
tained by the National Government.
Both for the sake of humanity and in
the interest of public safety It is well
that this overcrowded Federal prison
has been relieved of these desperate
prisoners,

On the 15th Inet, United States Sen-
ator Willlam P. Dillingham was elected
to be United States Senator for the full
term of six years from March 4 next
Senantor Dillingham was elected by the
Legislature of 1900 for the unexpired
term of Senator Morrill, decensed. His
competitor at that time was Represent-
ative W. W, Grout, who recent death
left a clear field o Dilllugham,

it's Different Now.
Spokanc Spokesman-Review.

The settlement of the differences bhe-
tween the coal miners and the operators
dlfters from that reached at the time
of the fArst strike in the United States.
The Arst recorded strike in this country
Is snid to have been that of the journey-
men bakers in 1748, Thelr leaders were
tried -for conspiracy. The shoemakers
of Phllsdelphia struck In 179, 1788 and
1799, In 185 the Philndelphia sallors
Struck for dan Increase of from $0 to
$14 a month. They were arrested and
their lenders imprisoned., The New York
cordwalners struck in 1509, and the print-
ers of that city went out in 182L

The first women’s strike took place in
the Lynn shoe trade In 153, and it falled.
In 1848 the workmen of Allegheny struck
for a 1-hour day, and won after eight
weeks of rioting, but with a 1§ per cent
reduction in wages. As the Clvil War ap-
proached, strikes became more fregquent,
but there was no such organization of
workmen as now exists, and the strikere
usunlly lost.

With 157 began what were really the
great strikex of American history. in
that year the men on the Baltimore &
Ohio, the Pennsyivanla and the Erle sys-
tems went out, and for several “weeks
there was a relgn of terror In Western
Pennsylvania. Before a settlement was
reached there was destruetion of 1600 cars,
1% locomotives and $5,000.00 worth of
property. Since 1877 the most formidable
trouble wa= the strike of the Amorican
Rallway Union, under the lsadership of
Eugene Debs, which affected all parts of
the country, resulted in great loss of
pronerty and was finally suppressed by

troopa.

President Roosevelt's share In bringing
the coal strike to an ¢nd has added ma-
terially to his prestige In Europe. The
Lordon papers find much to gay In pralise

of his course. Thus it appears that stren-
I| wastty 1s not

orjy admired, but In actual
demand in Burope ta well as In the
United States. There s a  disposition
among nonpartisan’ and distnterested
newspaper=s In this country to view the
President’'s iantest perfarmance In the
same WwWay.

Above the Plane of Party.
Atlanta Constitution.

The President's part in reaching this
commission stage of the conflict has been
evidently dictated hy an honest desire to
gerve the publie interest, He recognized
the perils of the case, both to public order
and to the popular necessities in the face
of approaching Winter, and we are frank
to belleve that he has Iabored to end
the stri¥e without partisan motive or &
prime desire to mafeguard hls pariy's In-
terexts. In the suecessful lssus of the
negotiations he initated will come the
vindication of his action and gratitude for
his patriotic performance.

For All Time to Come.
Beatiie Times,

The Presldent's abllity to take what
ecemed to be the ultimatum of the coal
baron=—framed In =uch’a manner as to
maks nn meceptance by the miners impos-

|9:hlc—nnd turn It Into a splendid com-
L mlsston of honest and. acceptable men, is

most remarkable—and that ablilty s pos-
sesard DY but few public officials. The
country will rememher for all time to
come that in a great exigency, where wise
men predicted disaster and possibly revo-
Iutlan, Theodore Roozevelt ross to the
occeston, and within ten daya from the
time he took the matter in hand, placed
those difficoulties In process of satisfnc-
tory sdjustment amid the acclamations ot
zll the world!

Hats O to Hoosewvelt!
Waila Walla Statesman.

The settiement of the coal strike, which
now scems assured through an arbitra-
tlon commission tor be appointed by the
Prosident, i unquestionably a great
triumph for Thepdore Roosevelt, whose
chlef fault Is that he ls not a member
of the Democratic party, where he be-
longs, Instead of being allled with the
party of the trust plutocrats. Rooseveil
Is much better than his party machine,
and he may be able to reform his party
within it=elf, but the odds are overwhelm-
ingly egainst him. For his courage and
patriotlsm in bringing the ruinous coal
strike to a happy settlement, the Siates-
man today feels like saying, Hats off to
Roogevell, while we joln in glving him
three cheers and a tiger,

A PDignified Trimnmph.
Baitimore Herald.

From an extremely dellcate position,
with overcautlous counselors pulllng on
one elde and demngogiues gn the other,
President Roosevelt has accomplished a
dignificd triumph. With a full knowledge
of what fallure would mean to his po-
Iitieal future, Mr. Roosevelt 4id not hesi-
tate to step Into the controversy as the
first citizen of the land speaking for all
citisens. Hla object was to open the
mines and give the people coal without
Infringing upon the rights of labor or
capital. It took a gtrong man (o remain
sllent under the insulting advice ‘given by
the opertors to the mediator at the first
conference.
earnestness of the Presldent's purpose and
gave his critica an extraordinary proof of
his power of self-cantrol,

Greatest of Living Rulers,
Kansas City Star.

The Prestdent's triumph in the settle-
ment of the coal strike, or rather in open-
ing the way for final adjustment, has
greatly increased his popularity at home,
but it has caused nothing less than aston-
ishment in Europe. He has successfully
coped with a problem that ls proverblally
2 bets molr In the path of the public man
who 1= a politiclan first and a statesman
second, He has brought to his counsel
room the foremost representative of the
trust power with offers of terms of sur-
render In the Instance of the conl strike.
This, too, after the lesmer representatives
of industrial comblinations had treated the
Chief Exccutlve with characteristic arro-
gance, Mr. Roosevelt has not only earned
the right to be classed anm A great Presi-
dent, but he is the most potential figure
among the heads of government in the
world at the present time.

Commisslon Counlda't Be Sarpassed,
Brooklyn Eagle.

The cvent Is a great personal triumph
for Mr. Roosevelt, who acted without
precedent, who disavowed any officlal re.
lation to the matter, or any personal re.
Iatlon to It other than that sustainesd by
every citlsen. He had what the French
call “the weight of the Initlative’ of his
office and of his character, and the words
he used, ns well as the spirit which he
showed, were patriotic and nonpartisan
in the best and most ahsolute senses. His
prestige as ‘a man of action has been
eatablished. 1t was nction In the publlc
Interest and for the publie good. Law,
constitution and Government ought to be
equal to the purposes for which this com-
misslon is constituted. But the default
o fthelr officinl agents, lamentable and
terrible and shameful as that defsult is,
eould not be followed by a hetter device
than a commission: and a better com-
mission than the one chosen could hardly
be picked out from our American citizen-
ship.

Makes Him More Serviceable,
New York Evening Post
Presldent Roosevelt will recelve, as he
will deserve, gredit praise for the cour-
age, persistency, tact and good nature
with which he applled himself to a set-
tlement of the coal strike. The happy
ending crowns his work, and puts it pe-
yond criticlsm In the popular judmment:
but even if his patriotic efforts had falled,
he would none the le=s have merited
grateful recognition. It was against the
zdvice of some of his moet cautious coun-
sclors that he declded to Intervent in
what threatened to be a National calam.
ity. He frankly disclaimed legnl warrant.
It was simply as first citizen that he
galiantly came forward in behalf of all
vitlgens, And he steadily kept his eye on
the object—an agreement. His calm dis-
regard of the hectoring tone of the opers-
tors In the ledtures on his duty which
they dellvered to him two weeks ago, was
porzible only in mn man who Was more
Intent upon his goal than upsn any ques-
tion of personal pique. It was this spirit
of entire disinterestedness, with the added
fmpresgion of Mr. Roosevelt's absolute
{mpartiality and falrness, which enabied
him to achieve the succees that he has
now won, That his prestige is Immensely
kelghtened thereby will mean to him, we
are persuaded, only that his abllity to

serve his country is Incressed.

It proved the sincerity and ™
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VIEWS OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. NGTE AND COMMENT.

Not Very Enthusiastic.
Dalles Times-Mountaineser,
Whenever Portland ia ready to put
$1,000.000 for the Lewis and Clark Fair
w1l be in order to ask the Legislature to
approprinta half that amount, but undl it
comes up with = mililon, talk about a
£00.000 appropriation by the state oughl
to be made In a whieper.

up
It

Wenld Carry by Popular Vote.
Salem Statrsman.

1If the matter of a 350000 appropriation
for the 1M6 exprsition ls submitted to a
vate of the people. under the provisions
cf the Initiatlve ond referendum amend-
ment to the Constitution, we believe It
will earry. The people of Oregen. we be-
leve, will not be dizpased to act In a
niggardly manner with refercnce to the
ITent enterprisc.

Determined on Snecéss,
Prinevlile Review,

The directcrs cof the Lewis and Clark
Falr are now getting dnwn to bhusincss
and ere drtermined to make it one of the
best cver held 1 the United States. From
thiz time on the name of Coegen will he
prominenti* before the people of the
United States, ard our hitherto unknown
stat= will bBbocome prominent. It s the
duty of all te ald the promoiors, 25 evéry
rivulet that empllcs (tx waters Into a
river helyz to swell the stream.

Taxes WIIl Re Higher.
Fuagene Journal
Unquestionnhl> this great exposition
will greatly lLencfit Oregon and the other
Paclfic Coant Stntea by attracting the at-
tention of the pcople of the Atlsntic
Btates sand forelgn countries, which wili
resull in bringing people and capital from
abroad. But whether It will he wise
under present clreumstances and under
the provialons of the state constitutlon to
levy & tax to asslst in paving lis ex-
penzes s another question, and the one
which the Leglsiature wiil be ealled upon
to consider. The tendency s to inorease,
mather than to reduce taxation all niong
the line, even without any approprl
for this exposition and materially with It

Logrolling Openly Advoeated.
Lakeview Hernld.

Portland wants an approptiation  of
EX0.00 by the next Legisiature of thils
state for the Lawis and Clark Exposition,
Well, yex, but there !» Lake, Malheur,
Kilamath, Grant, Harney and other coun-
tics that are anxlous for the Stete Legis-
Isture at It= coming scssion to make an
appropriation under the scalp bounty faw.
It 18 just barely possible that the bunch-
grass countlcs of Oregon mey be able to
get thelr work In on the "Salem hog”
thiz time, and they might also be able to
do some business on the =ide with that Nt
tle delegation from Portland. Portland
needs a “small” approprintion: so do we.
We simply suggest a little Repubilcan
rociprocity in this case. No scalp bounty
law, no state appropriation for the lewls
and Clark Exposition. Glve the sheep a
chance,

Cut Out the Logrolling.
Perdieton Tribone.

The idea that other parts of the state
will demand special favors from Portland
In the next Legislature has gained some
hold in that city. If this s true it should
be earrected and such methods ahould be
strongly condemned by the publle and
press generally, Because Portland wants
the senator and must have an appropria-
tion for the Lewls and Clark Centennial
iz no remson why the remainder of the
state should make {t an opportunity to
logroll a lot of pet measures aml unjust
lnws through the Legislature. There has
boeen enough of such business in Oregon,
and It = time to demand s balt, The
proprintion should be made large enough
to supply the needs without it being nec-
essary to resort to trades and enncessions
to other parts of the state that have not
the merit to win on thelr own aceount nor
could be securdd under ordinary circum-
stances,

ap-

No Call for Exeitement,
Astorin Astorian.

The Portland papers should not become
exclited because of the objectloms ralsed
here and there to Lhe proposal that the
Legisinture approprinte $500,00 for the
Lewls and Clark Failr. It is unkind as
well ag unwise to Intimate that this oppo-
sltlon = actuated hy sinister motives,
Those who belleve $500000 ton large a sum
for the Portland undertaking are, we
think, nctuated only by a desire to sub-
serve what they rogard as the best Inter-
ests of Oregon. If the amount I8 too
great, It should be reduced: If It Is toa
small, It shouid be Increased. Tf there s
any merit in the Portland contention that
the falr is a state undertaking, and of
equal interest to the cltizens of Multno-
mah, of Clatsop, Wallowa, Curry and
Malheur, then there should be no ohjec-
tlon to thorough discussion of the ques-
tlon outside of the Oregon metropolis.

An Opinion of the Clergy.

Vida D. Scudder, In the October Atlantle

it would be nn exaggeratlon to say that
ell working people feel antagonistie to-
ward the church, Thelr general attitude
i# rather that of Indifference. The think-
Ing poor are well enough aware that there
Is nothing unnatural In the situation, sand
that if the tobles were so turned that
worldly advantsge shifted to their side,
It would probably remain unchanged. At
times thelr fecling, especlally toward the
clergy. Is curlously sympathetic: “Say,™
remarked a labor leader of vivid mind to
the writer: sy, I'm awfully sorry for
ministers. Most of them are real good
men.  They know well emough what
Christ meant, and they'd like first rate to
preach it—If they dared. But, Lord. how
can they? They've got to draw their sal-
aries; they've got families tn support.”*
All this quite without & touch of frooy.

Must Be Made Into Law.
New York Journal of Commerae,

The President has been obliged to act
upon  his own Inltintive, and mercly
through bis personnl Influence. With the

present temlency to concentriation and
monopoly on the part of capital, and the
growing power and aggressiveness of the
iabor organlzations, the Interests of the
Reneral publle are certain to be Imperiled
on future occasions. The law must pro-
vide for new conditions. It must provide
the obligution and the authority for pro-
tecting the people from the results of
deadlocks between combinntions of eap-
itallsts and combinations of workmen.

Tribute to the Coal Monopoly.
Springfield Republican.

It anthraclte coal were really free of
duty, as the Dingley tariff revisers pre-
tended that It was, the quantity now en=
gaged for Import Into the Unlted Stites
from Engiand would cost consumers here
over $N0.000 less than ft will cost.. This
should be kept In mind by the people. 0
the end not only that hard coal be re-
eved of all customs taxatlon, but that
soft cozl al*o go on the free list

.o

Republican Tarl®f Doetrine.,

Wa favor such modifieation in our
tariff schedule as Is now or may be
from time to time required by changing
conditions to remove any burdens from
our people, and ta hold and extend our
trade among the natloms. We hearnily
! favor the wider extensicn of our mar-
4 kets for the sale of American products.
t To this emd we Indorse the polley of
reclprocity as defined by Prealdent
Roozevell In hix annual message to the
Fifty-elghth Congress, and as defined |
by our lamented President McKinley In
his last wtterancs to the American peo-
1 ple st Buffalo, — Minnesota platform,

- . e

Since when hu—a.urner Lord been
studying law?

Mary MacLane's sister has eloped. She,
too, Is preparing to write 1 book

Angther seandal in the State of Wash-
Ington. A highwaymon wus shot by a
Bherlfr,

Any one gluncing over the list of brldges
cloged by the City Ensneer would Juidge
that Portand was an isinnd.

A doctor in Plttshurg killed a man and
refuses to give any reason for L. At last
a 2ane murderer has been found

Mr. Kllner's wife, o her husband EAVS,
It not of sound mind. Goed work, Mr.
Kilper. And only misried sevon years?

The Portland Rallway will hersafter
fumigate all s care" Up to dnte only
the two rear seats have been so treated :

The ludiea of the W. C. T. U. have
taken lssue with President Ellot, of Har
vird, Dear, dear! Has Harvard at lusg
B0t up to dute?

President Kilner, of the Law Enforce.
ment League, 15 noncommittal, according
to 1eporte.  He muost be looking for the

Mauricipal Judgeship.

Carnegle is now organlzing "the United
Biates of Europe.” It is understood that
Mr. Emperor Wiillam will be the man-
rger of ko new eoncern,

It wiil be observed by our Lopdon cop-
temporaries that [t was an American who
administered grind ding-bump on
English soll to Mr, Morgan,

It seems 5s If the extra expense of
spocial session of the Legislature might
be zaved and the money applled on a
state bullding at the §5t. Louls Fair.

After roading the New York Journal, the
Fhicego American and the SBan Franclsco
Examlner, wo have reanched the concluston
that there were three coal strikes, and
one each wis stopped by each newspa-
per

It &5 announced that there will be naval
maneuvers by our Navy off the coast of
Venezueln. In viow of the fact that Ger-
many, England and France are already
using these waters for “maneuvers” It
secms 38 1L It would be a lttle erowded.

“Doc” Hrown, of Morgansfleld, Ky,
who represents his distriet in the Stata
Legislature, is one of Kentucky's l:l'\lque
chazacters, To lllustrate a point In a re-
cent speech he gave the following ne-
count of his courtship: *“Tnke my nd-
vice and never give a woman anything
she cin’'t ecat. and never make love o
her out of an Ink bottle. Why, when [
courted my wife, I just grabbed her and
sald: ‘Sallie, you are the sweetest thing
on earth. and your benuty bafMes the
skill of man and subdues his ferocious
nature,’ and I got her"

“The other evening,” says a narrator at
the Casunl Club, of Alfred Henry Lewis
Omlooker, "I heard a story of Mr. Roose-
velt's leglslative days In Albany. It was
related by Mr. Shechy, our lute Tax Com-
missloner. Mr. Sheehy tobl the story well,
for he has ns keen 2 humor as ever ¢oma
out of Galway. *When we were togot
In the Leglsinture, Theodore (Mr
always calla the President *“Theodore')
ind I were cloge friends. One evenlng w
uttended a dog-fight In the qutskirts, be
ing Invited by a feilow-lawmunker, who
wns a prime promoter of the sport ]
was a goowd fight, we had good seats, and
we enjoyed the excreises very much. In
the high midst of the war, and while the
dogs were buckling to It most asshduously,

Bhechy

a capuain nf police opensd the door.
“"Everybody keep hls meat,” remarked the
captain; “you are all and each under ar-

rest.”” Then he hrought in 19 policemen
to round up the captives. At the captain’s
first word Theadors leapsd convualsively
to his feet. 1 pulled him down by the
onat. “Lay dend.”” T whispered, “or you're
a gone fawn-skin” I knew the captain: o
Tammuany man always knows the cap-
tain; If he doesn’t, he's crazy. Do you
think we'll be locked up, Mr. She-high?*
asked Theodore in agitated tones. At n
erisis. Theodore used to ecall me Mr. She-
high; In moments of calm he called ma
Ed. *“Lay dead.” 1 whispered again: “it's
the one chance of your life."” The captain
came our way. “Do a sneak,"”” says tha
captiin ax he pnssed. Theodore and I
“*did a sneak.” It was the captain's or-
der. The bluecoiat on the door gave me a
wink and I gauve him that which had in-
trinsic value. Theodore panted close at
my heels. Outside, near the curb, stood
i night-owl Theowdore erawled In
with the utmost zenl. “Tiurry, Mr. She-

cinb.

high, and get in." sald Theodore, still in
the dog-fight volee. 1 got In. “Whera
shall 1 drive?™ quoth the night-owl
“Dirive anywhere, only burry™ =ald The-
odors, The night-owl bent his stesad; we
rattled away. *“Are we safe, Mr. She-

high?" asked Theodore.
o the story. We were saved. At inter-
vals the night-owl asked, *"Where to?"*
And on cach occision Theodors shouted:
“pPrrive on!™ The nlght-owl drove on until
we gt o West Troy. “That was 8 nar-
row sscape, Mr. She-high,” sald Themlore,
we parted; “and it was fortunate,
very fortunite, you knew the captain. It
demonsirates, oo, Mr. She-high, how val-
unble s an acqualntance among the lower
orders at & Jdog-fight." "™
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PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

There Is no more

when

Fha—My little brother will not bother us to-

night He—T s goodl. When dies tha fu-
neral mhia plaos Chicago Dally News,
Dressmaker ntapdin= off and admiring §t)—
What a boautifui fit! Customer—Yos, amnd what
A beautifil At my husband will basve when b

sres the bl —Chicagoe Tribune

*“They are making use of thelr smply cosy

bin; beught same heas and use for a Y
“Quite g sch . Mavbe they think the 3 |
lay egg coal in L —Phlladelpkia Evening Bul-
letin,

Sr. 1. Mijrt—1 think ske's gone on me Ml
Jenk=—Haxn ¥OUu ADY cnCournge t
Mr. 1 t tohl me the man =

{1 e Ha brave and v

ried w = 1
ihia Record,

Philude«l

e
phin girls in my life,
pakl she wottld be a
acnunts for thelr callf
of Brotherly Love."—Yonkers Stat

“Pocr woman! After her
ahe has to stay op haif
bablen,”” “Whae's the mutte
band? Why deesn't he
puts In all his time agitating f
day for the workingman.” —I"hil

“It ia impewsible
inflyences which
in this world"'
nuor Sorghum; 1

e,

Barl
night

much as $10 for a v «n I wasn't worth
10 —Washington Star,

“Why., Maude,” he sald, *'] thought you tald
me you sat up tifl pearly morelps eea = this
magnzgine?™" “Yes, I did"' she amswion Pt
none of the pages are cul,”” “You den't hava

o cut the pages to reddl about the corsets and
baby foud.""—Chicago Hecon!-Herald

“Auntie.” sid the Julge to the bativeed Jasdy
of enlor, “did your husbaml sirike you with
mallce aforvthoughi T “Decd he

L

Jedge.'" was tho Indiguant reply. “He 1
hit me wid dat maliet afore he thought: be'd
Leen fAggerin' on dat er long Ume, Jedge; “desd
he had.""—Haltimore News,




